BACKSLIDING

"The backeglider in

pogs

wart shall be Tilled with his own ways.” Proverbs 14:14,
"Thine own wickedness- shell correct thee, and thy backslidings ghall reorov
know therefcre and see that 1t is an evil thing =

the Iord thy God, snd that my Tear is not in thee, sail
Jeremish 2:12, :

<)

"Return, ye backsliding children, and I will heal your backsli:
cone unto thee: for thou =srt the lord cur God." Jeremizh 3:

"And my people sre bent to backsliding from me: though they called them to the most
High, none at 2ll wowld exsit him." Hosez 11:7,

"I will heal their backsliding, I will love them Ffreely: for mine anger is turned
away from him," Hosez 1424,

"Backslider” ies a word which ccours sixbteen times 1n the Bible, 211l the pascages
being in Jeremish and Hosea, except Proverbs 14:14. & Dbackslider is a saved person
who has fallen into sin., It may be gross sin lmown te meany, or it mey be mere cold-
ness of the heart. In God's sight, t here isn't any dlTference bheltween the Two.
When a Chrisgtisn loses his joy, fails to have sweelt fellowship with God, or falls
into sin, he is a hackslider.

There zre numerous examples of bacdksliders in the Word of God. The Bible tellz us
of the failures and gins of God'ls people through the ages. God wanted us to know
that His ssints were Trail people like we are snd subject to many of the sasme temp-
tations, and that some of them yielded to the ssme gins,

Noeh wes & saved man, but he wes a hackslider when.he zot drunk, Iob became a back-
glider, but there lsn'i any doubt as o his selvaetion:for the.WCrd of God refers to
him ag %just Iot, ' meaning +%at he wae & justified man, The Biple refers o him as

¢

a rightecus men. Iot sought the fellowship of the wicked Sodomites., OF course, he
didn't wove into Scdom in one day'ls time. The Word of God says that he D¢uw§ea his
tent toward Sodom. After a few moves, we Tind him Iiving in the eily of Sodom. There

he becsme a big men politically. He was one of the civic le

gzdaerz, Bat, he also
became a backslider, lost his influence, got drunk, and ruined

his own daughters.
Bven sainily snd meek Moses lost hisz temner and becsme a backslmdeA. God told
to strike a rock and water would come from it. He obeyed and God = t (=
rock. At a later date God told him to speak to the rock and water would £
it, but Moses vas angry at that rebellicusz crowd which he was leading iﬁ?ougn .
wilderness. Chiding them for their rebeilion and cusrreling at them because thel?
rebellious scirit, he tock hig rod snd beat the rock in disobedience to the commund
of God. WYater ceme from the rock, but Moses had sinned. When he Jost bis temper

and gtruck the rock, he became a backslider. Comsquently, he lost hisg chance to enter
the Promised Iend, and died and went to heaven insgies
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Dovwid, & men atier God's own heart, and the one whom God so mightily used to write
many oh the wonderful Psalmg, those blessed devoiionzl mQSQaﬂe for the szints througt
all the centuries, comitted sdultery with Bathshebza, and then had her husbernd,

Uriak, slzin in order to hide his sin,

Oredey Simon Peter teold his Saviour uﬁat, even though all men deny you, I will die
before I will ever do so. Then, three times individuels accused ﬁ;m of being a
disciple of Jesus Christ, and three times he lied by demying it. TFinelly, vhen it
got se hot for him that he felt that he had to orove that he wasn‘t a Chrisgtian, he
started cursing. UWhen he cursed and denied his ILord, he was certainly a backslider.
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Jogenh of Arimathea was a baﬂksl;aer, even though he provided the tomb and assis
with the burizl of the Lord Jesus Cmmmmn%}nmtb Word of God says he was'a
disciple, but sexetly for fear of the Jews.® Any person who i1s a secrel disciple is
a backslider. If you are a child of God, yuu ought to come out openly for cur lord.
You ought to align yourself with His church. Ebu ought to follow your Lord in bapiism.
You ought to teke vour stand for Christ, and stand up for the things of God.
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Thege scripiursl e amples should humble us and teach us thet even the mightiest of
God's sainbts sometimes backslide, falil into sin, and thershy lose the sweel joy that
every Christian ought to have, A& Christian who backslides is just like a chlld who
disobevs bis varents. It does not affect his sonship, but it 2ffects hies fellcwship,
bhis joy, and the approval of the Father.

The Condition,

Wonody can backslide until first he has been saved And strange 2s it may sound, &ll
Christians backslide becauvse a1l of them sin, God's word plainly says, "I we say
thal we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, end the truth is no in us." I Jokn 1:8,
413 Christisns are commended to pray, daily, "And forgive us cur sins® Luke 11:.
When you remember that "dhetsoever 1s not of faith is sin” Romans 14:23, and thet
"o him that knoweth to do good, and doeth it not, to him it is sin' James 4:17, then
it becomes clear thet all Christians have fallen short or backslidden., All of us have
left mndone things that we knew were proper and right for us to do. Whe would dare to
make himself ridiculous by saying that every minute of his life he loves God all he
ouzht. to, that he never orays a second less thet he ought to pray, and that he never
Jeaves undone 2 single thing that Cod wants him to do?

Was there ever a time vwhen you ere nearer to God then now? Was there ever a happy
time when you resd znd enjcryed the Bivle more? Was there ever a time when you vrayed
more, end had your prayers ansvered more.frecuently? Was there ever a dsy when you
won more souls than you are wimning todey? Was there ever a time when vou were

-sbsorbed more complstely in the Lordis work? Then, if there wae ever 2 time when you

were nesrer the Lord then today, you are a backslider. You have backslidden from that
close intimacy with God, from that high place of blessing which you once enjoyed.
Proverbs 14:14 seys, "The backslider in hesrt shell be filled with his cumn ways.®
Backeliding is not necessarily in gebting drunk, or in committing aduitery, or in
swearing, or in a2ny outwsrd courge of sin seen “y the public. Backsliding is in the
heart,

e Word of God. That old song, "Come, Thou

Godfe people sre bent to backsliding the
re heart-cry of every Christian vho ever found

Fount of Every Blessipg' has the r
himself a backelider. It says,
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"Prone to wender, Iovd, I
Prone to leave the God I lo
Here's my heari, 0 take and
Seal mt fr? Thy courts ahove.”

We are nrone to leave the God Whonm we love.

Backsliiders nay be divided into three classes:

They are still regular in their church 1ife, but ar uvnheppy in their hearts.
v &1 3
Some even do not realize that they are backsliders. Befores they are aware of whet
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is taking plsce, their neace ig gome. The comunity may not lwow of thelr backsliding.

They actually sre lesding double!lives for they continue in their chureh work
even though thelr hearts are net right.

Those who ar backsliidden from duty.

rt easily turn zside from thelr oblizetions to

he church and to the cause of Christ. They give up sctive service for Christ,
They absndon thelr Christian work and frequently cease ito ailtend the services of
Godfs house. They no longer engage in (hristian activities

Those who sre backslidden in hesrt
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Thrgse who are bsckslidden into wickedness,

Those whe arée backslidden in heart soon Jose interest in the activities of the
church, znd then v often descend further and become wicked in donduct. They
hecone a2 Sﬁumbliﬂgn¢ock 0 others and siand in the wey of sinvers who might be
saves, 1f it wers noil them,
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The Causes.
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The old Adamic Hature. .
Every gaved person has this old naturs, and he 11l never get rid of it ag long
28 he ig bere in this world. Thank God, ther is victory for you over 1t through

Christ.
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Any fs ilure in une Chrigtian 1ife cen be itraced to lack of prayer.

Digrerpard of Godis YWord,
1)

While the heart is full of love for God, no bock is so precious as the Bible. But
when love for God grows cold, the Bible is no longer interesting. The backslider

cir

&
1
will reglect the study of Goé' Word, Feed upon God's VWord every day. It is the
very food that you need to give you strength to stend ovenly and publicly before men

for him.

Fo_s king the mesn : _
‘And we wWill not £ of our God.! Nehemiah 10:39, ol forssking the
asseﬁnliﬁg of oawceiv s-tog ther, =& the menrer og some is," Hebreows 18:25.
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, neibther the twirﬁe that are in the world. I any
the Father is not in him " I John 2:15.

6. ILight thoughts of sin, 7
TBut they made light of it, and went tb ir ways.,® Metthew 22:5,

7. Indulgence in secret sins,

Thank God, there is a cure for back
have delightful fellowship with %;M.

s

"But if ye will not do so, behold, ye have simmed against the Lord: and be sure
your sin will find you out." Humbers 32:23.
"Por God shall bring every work into judgment, with ever secret thing, whether it be
Bood, or whether i1t be evil.® Ecclesiastes 12:l4.

The Congecusnces.

1, Less sericus views of sin.

2. Falling intc open sin.

3, less willingness tc receive reprcofl for sgins,

he & self-justifying spirit.

5. & censcrious spirit. :
A backslider is elwsys ready to Find fault with others, snd judge harshly of their
conduct and motives, Wherever ther is a censcrious spirit, there is always a back-
slidden hesri,

6., The loss of all true enjoyment,
When & Christian does wrong or fzils to do his duby, he always veace and coll-
tentment. There is no setisfaction for you ag long as you are Jiving irn dis-
obedience to Him.

7. The loss of vsefulness.
A backslider has less ability to do good, less ccncern, lesz zeal, and less influence.

g. The cb aSuezlnﬁ of Gode
fod still hates sin, end He hes promised to chaster His own when they sin. Soconer
or later, God whips every backSazaar, and does %t in love, He does it to correct
the backeliding,

G, Remorse of consclence, _
If you have been saved, there is something in you that rebels against your ging
I you sres God's cﬁ*Ad, the cup of sin will turn bitter to your taste before it
contents are well down. You will always be asghsmed thet vou drifted away fro“
God and the path of Christian duty. :

The Cure.




It is =n appesl of mercy. The“e is no excuse for the backslider to stey away from the
Heavenly Father. "If we confese cur sins, he is feithiful and just to forgive us our
sing, ana to cTeause us=from a‘ unrightecusness, I John 1:9,

Are you backsglidden today? Have you lost the joy of the Lord out of your life? Have
Fou gotien cold in tne service of the Master? Would you like to walk wiith Ein more
clogely in the future than youw have in the pazt? Then, conjecﬁ vaur gins to Ged.

Tell Him that you have done wrong, that you are =orry for it, + you are anxious for
Him to forgive you and toc cleanse you. You will find that BE w1li forgive you and
cleanse you. You will £ind that He will forgive you and cleanse you and restore you
to fellowship - nob relaticnsalv, but fellowship.

Ther is a 1ife of joy and victory for every Christisn, and you, a8 a child of Cod,
mey have it. Come back to God nmow and get right with Him.



