GOD'S MARVELOUS GRACE
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From God's Word we learn thatl man is & sinner by birth, by nature, by choice and by
practice. The Bible says, 'For there is not a just man upon esrth; that doeth geod,
and sinneth not" (Ecclesisstes 7:20). God says, "For there is no difference: for all
have sinned, and come short of the glory of God" {Remans 3:23). "If we say that we

have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in uws" (I John 1:8). "If we
say that we have not sinned, we make him a lisr, and his word is not in us” (I John 1:10).
Your own hearts corroborate these scriptursal truths. Observation also verifies them.
There are degrees of wickedness and gurilt, but all come short of the standard. There
are vest differences between men, such as culture and ignorance, riches and poverty,
morality and immorality, respectability and reprobation; but there is this feature
which is common o all--the awarsness that there is & gap between what we are and what
weoughttobe. The best &s well as the worst are conscious of this gap.

mnismdammmm,mmwamnguﬁthim His thoughts and life are
@ligneted from Ged. He ylelds his allegiance to Sstan and does what he wanis him to
do. Living without Christ, without God and without hope; men fulfills the desires of
thefmxzmdufthemind His sin does not aliow him to be what he could be and
8&1&“%.

Inherent in man is the ides that he must do something in order to be saved. Man
attempts to achieve salvation through his own merit or works, in spite of the fect
that God's Word repeatedly states that it is an utter impossibility for him to do so.
Man iz unable to save himself because he is depraved. 5in has affected man's entire
nature. It has warped his intelligence, tainted his affections, and perverted his
will. The stains of sin are so deep that they cammot be removed by buman effort. In
the light of these facts, our text reminds us of:

I, The Fact Of God's Harvelous Crace.

Of all the great words in the Christian vocabulary, gréce is perhaps the least
understood. Some words preclude conecise definitions, and grace is one of them.

Grace is not defined; it is announced, Sufficient for our purpose is the description
of grace which is current among us, namely, "Grace is the unmerdited favor of God
toward us,” or "Grace is that which we did not at all deserve, bubt which we needed
desperately." But grace iz much more than that., Standing for all that God is,

grace represents Cod's abiding love and abounding power flowing full and free {0
undeserving sinners who are in meed of His great salvation. God's grace is His
Jboundless love freely expressed toward those who are entirely undeserving.

Grace is God loving man with a love that does not hiave &ny limitations, causing
Him to give His Son to die on the cross &s an atonement for the sinsofm,
rescuing man from his fallen condition, lifting him out of his sinfulness, and

giving him eternal life and a glorious liberty. As Dr. J. H. Jowett said, "Grace
is the energy wﬁ the divine perfection rolling irn plenteocuspess towdird the shores
of human need.” The grace of God is the forth-putting of His power for the benefit
of sinful men, the motive for which is mercy born of love.

During this life we shall never fully understand the complete meaning of grace.

A1l of the goodnsss, love and mercy of God are crowded into that one little word.
Hot until we get to heaven shall we fully appreciate &ll that grace has done for us.
But until then we can and should praise God for His marvelous and amazing grace.



Our text says: 'For the grace of God which brings sslvation for all men hath
appeared.” IL is no longer a matter of speculation. This is the divine declaration,
and henceforth we need not have any doubt about it.

God's infinite grace was revealed at many times and in variocus ways in the 0ld
Testament ers. As the Bible says: "God, who at sundry times and in diverse
manners spgke in time past unto the fathers by the prophets, Hath in these last
days spoken unto us by his Son, whom he hath appointed heir of all things, by
whom, alsoc he made the worlds" (Hebrews 1:1-2). Grace always dwelt in the hemt of
God, but it was brought to light in the incarmation of Chyist. Concerning this
Paul wrote: “When the fulness of time was come, God sent forth his Son, made of a
Woman, made wnder the law, To redeem them that were under the law, that we might
receive the adoption of sons® (Galatians 4:4~-5). God's grase was revesled in a
special way by the coming of Jesus Chyist into the world, to which coming our text
refers specifically. It informs us that the grace of God bath appsared. It does
not tell us that God's grace awoke or sprang into existence, but that it appeared
or was made manifest in the person of Christ. "And the Word was made flesh, and
dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory &s of the only begotten of the
Father,) full of grace and truth” (Jobn 1:14). When the Word, Who had existed
from the beginning with the Father, became flesh, the grace of God appesred in the
person of Christ. Regardless of how the grace of Ged miy have been seen before
Christ came, it had never beéen manifested as it was in the lord Jesus. You cannot
isolate the dootrine of grace from the person of Christ. Christianity is all of
God's grace. Grace is its alpha and its omegs, its root and its flower, its
lowest foundation and ite topmost pinnacle, its starting-point snd its gosl. Had
it not been for the grace of God salvation never would have been available to men.
Ko merit of curs has called it forth, and no works of curs willi ever entitle us to
receive it as & reward. In the ministry of Christ you see grace loving the
unlovely, forgiving the undeserving, mending the bruished and broken, comforting
end caring for the cutcast and lopely, and dying for the guilty. His life was the
cutflow and outpouring of grace in an active ministry for men. .

ons of God's Marvelous Grace.

1. To 3ave.
411 are born in sin. Philosophize, analyze and psye

please, but Cod's Word still declares it. ALl sin. All need
stélvation. OSelvation megns deliverance from t&xa guilt of sin, the penalty of

sin, the love of sin, the power of sin, and eventually the presence of sin.
Man lacis the power to bresk the shackles of Satan and to save himself. Man
neither merits salvation nor soliecits it., Salvation is the result of divine
grace. The doctrine of salvetion by grace glovifies God and that is why
egotistical psople do not like to hear it preamched or taught.

The principle of grace distingulshes Christianity from all other religicus
systems in the world. Other religions make demands, but Christianity offers

a gift, Obher religions insist on doing, but Christianity speaks of receiving.
Other religions outline the works that man mst do in order to be saved; but
Christisnily reveals a work which God has already done in order to make
salvation availsble to men.

God's marvelous grace devised the astounding plan of salvation, provided

salvation for sinners, sent the ons and only Ssviour into the werld, through
the children of God proclaimed the message of salvation, through the Holy
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Spirit enlightensd the understanding of man, persuaded him to repent toward
God and to believe on Christ, and applied salvation to the soul and life of
esach believer. Salvastion is entirely Ced's to man. "The gift of God is
eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord” (Romans 6:23).

"Haught bave I gotten but what I received;
Gréce hath bestowsd it since I have believed;
Boasting excluded, pride I sbase;

I'm only & sinner saved by grace.”

Godts marvelous grace has provided salvation and made it available to all
classes of men~-rich and poor, sducated and uneducated, moral and immoral,
noble and ignoble—-and men of all ages. The grace of God has appeared for

the benefit of all men. It offers salvation to all who will believe on or
receive Christ &8s Seviour. God does not mele dny exceplions, or exclude any.
The only ones who are excluded are those who exclude themselves., While this
grace brings salvation for all, there are some who will nol receive the
salvation which is brought to them. He does not deseribe salvation as an
actuslity, but ss & potentiality. If the grace of God does not bring salvation
to any man, who hears the gospel message, it is becsuse be will not receive the
gift which the grace of God bringe to him.

'With the exception of Christianity, all religions speak of salvation by

charecter or by conduct. They hold out the hope of serning selvation by merit
ar by works of one kind or another. But salvation by conduct or by works is
the doctrine of Satan no matter by whom nor where it is preached. Christ alone
can save, Salvation is not & matter of merit on the part of the receiver, but
it is entirely a matter of grace on the part of the Giver. Salvation is nob
partly of grece and partly of works, but it is 811 of gracs and none of works.
"Por by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is
the gift of God: ot of works, lest any man should boust” (Ephesians 2:8-9).
Man mst accept sélvatdon as a gift from God; obtherwise, he will never recelive
it. - '

Kot long bafoss Dr. Alexander Maclaren, the great prescher of Edinburgh, died,
his associaté minister, Brother Gustart, visited him and inguired, "Whal arve
you doing, brother?" Dr. Haclaven replied, "I'11 tell you what I am doing,

and Bllimy evil deeds; and I am going o throw them overboard and swim to glery
on the plank of free grace." Man's only hepe of salvatlon is in the marvelous
grace of our wonderful lord Jesus Christ. Isn't i{ wonderful to know that He
hes done for us that which we never could have done for ourselves?

To School.

Not only does God's marvelous grace bring salvation, it also brings schooling.
I brings life first and then knowledge. One must have life from God before he
can receive instruction in the things of God. After we have been born into
God's family, we must become learners or disciples of Christ. He said, "Take
my yoke upon you, and learn of me.” We must be disciples if we are to be doers.
We are taught in order that we msy do something. It is not encugh to teach and
to learn the things which our lord has commanded. We bave not really learned
them until we bave learned to observe them. Christ said, "Teaching thenm to
observe a1l things whatsoever I have commended you." Thus learning must be
trenslated inte living. God's grace schools us to live in a certain way. As
His grace funetions beyond salvation in the expanding experience of the
Christisn life, it teaches us two very important lessd




things to deny.

These btwe things, which are to be denled ¢r laid #side, are &n epitome
of all that iz sinful and weong in human 1ifs.

b

way eely. It is the garmi abheism of the Bverege men

iness, and not Just in g theoretical
_ i:ha% ﬁrippl
nim s terzibly. To affimm &&& in ereed and $o deny Eim
prastical athelsm, and our churches &ye fillsd with menber
thats God's grdce has appeésred to sshool o inatmz:ﬁ us in awi&ing
the erpor of living withoud God in cur thoughts, cur words &nd owr
deeds. An ungodly men is one who sirply t%mﬁw, speeks and actbe withe
out any peference to God; one who doés pob have the inclingbion or
toes not talke the time to consult Him shoul snything. CGod's gréce
ma;e:?aea ue to lay gside that maoner of 1ife. VWhen one 4Ls ssved &nd
chovled by grécs; he will think mach of God. Moreover, God's presence
wm be his Joys Cod's strength will be the basis of hls confidencs,
ardd God's gloyy will be the chief end of his béing.

Yorddly lusts.

¥oridly lusts include selfishnese, pride, senscalily eod the desires
or lengings which attach themselves te the fleeting things of the
present life. When operating in the mﬁm of gondust, Cod's grace leads
g Lo avoid & 1ife wihvieh iz centered sround the mﬁiﬁc&ti@m of the
matural instinets without regard to God and others. Children of God
are to be different from those whe are net; beih in tha mtiveae whieh
aetuam their conduct and in the objectives which they sesk. Faul

e lad t@ the Chrdstisns at Corinth in these words: ‘Wherefore come

] - among them, znd be yo separale, salth the Lord, and towch

Bot. the umlean thing" (II Corinthians 6:17). It is ﬁmbtm if there
has ever beon & time when the note of separeiion needed to be sound
more than tedny. Observing the inconsistencies of the life of one wha
wes loud in his profession led Burns o =8y, %hat you are sounds so
doud I cannot hear what you say.” What & tragedy that the lives of s¢
#any church members are so worldly that it is irpossible to diatinguisiz
ther from those who have never made any préfession of faith in Christl
Ong ¢an never atone for worldly condust by going to church and taking
part in the services on Sunday. Here is & czll o be heeded--"Come ye
out Irom among them." And here is 3 cosmiand to be obgyed--*ind be ye
saperete.” This command to live bthe separsted and dedicsted 1ife
somes Ifrom God and should be obeyed by every one of us. The cleoser we
idve 3o the lord, and the more we do what He approves, the farther we
ghall be from the sinful practices of the world.

'% tesaches us to deny ung

{2) There sre some things to do.

hing us that there are some things ihat we are 1o deny or to

ceste emmaian with, God's marvelous grace instyuets us that there are
scume things which we are to do.

B

With regard to self.

"We should live scberly.” God's grace tesches ws that the immer life
is to be governed by the Holy Spirit. 3Zach mm.sti&n is mewd to
gxercise self-gontrel in eating, dinking, & r, Speak &
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In &1l of our pursuits we should resclutely endetvor to conirol our
desires, and o our very best to resist the temptations of Saten.
Besaping siways follows sowing, and past w&z«s travel with one into
the fubure. (ne cannot wipe out any pert of his past &s he would
erase & blackboard. His past stays with him. What one has done
contribuied to making him what he 1s, and whet he is will heve mueh
{o do with determining what he shall becoms,

Be ﬁi‘%ﬁ !‘@W to others.

e should live rightesusly.” As living soberly has to do with
rightness on the inside, living righteously hss reference to pright-
ness in relationship to others., One mmuast be corvect in his character
before he can be corpect in his condust. IRightecusness of 1ife, which
is reguired of all believers, mebns eXeréising justice tm.rd& all
ﬁthﬁr&, or rendering o all men thelr duss. (ur living rightecusly
is smpﬁ.ythemtlivingefﬁm inddving Chrlst. ﬁad@mﬁh&w m
w&gﬁtws&tab&&m@ab@a&&wmé, ,arshim We should
be just in our dealings, charitable in our 2 '
sonduet, snd active for the spiritual wsilare of ﬁhhers.

¢, With regard to God.

"We sheould live godly.” ---'--5mmmm &nw:mal
Pha%» The internsl phase consists of & right Inowledge a
mplete trust in Him, & cheerful subjection of will to iiim, & fam:xt
},mfwﬁm, Magmmfﬁrmmmmt&m
The exbernal phase consists of the aderation and worship of Gaéﬁ ami
f&;ﬁhﬁﬁ mwim for Kim Gmilﬁ.a&&s :m t,ha nature of God, irplented
aily conduct of believers, kaﬁ-—

ever we do should be dam Loy 'hhe gl.ar

God's grace schools us to live soberly, wightecusly and gedly here
Bnd now, "Where cross the crowded ways of 1ife," amid the trouble~
sene brood of rebellious instinets, mutinoue appstibtes and tempestuous
ergvings in this world.

I1I. The Fruit Of God's Marvelous Orace.

God hss redeemed His psople for a purpose and that purpose is expressed in the

words “ma}ma:sfmmrks.* We have mmmmm&mamm@.
just to sit down and enjoy curselves. God hss not made any irovision Lor idiensdss.
Not only were we "oresited in Christ Jesus unto good works," but God actually ordained
that we should welk in them.

Christ has not ssved us in order bhat we may do &s we pleass, bubt %o do what brings
glory o Him, The Iord has not saved us in order that we may talk about cur good
» works, but thet we nay actually do them. Doing is much belter than boasting. We
are not to do good works in order that we may bé sBvsd, bul becsuse we are saved.
mmmgwammmmatwmdamm Good works are the very
end of ocur new oressbtion.

Good works are nok dome by unsaved peosple, bub they dre the natural resull of
salvation. Good works are those which are done by 2 chdld of God, in obedisnce to
the commands of God for the glory of Cod, and for the bsnelit of others. Ghildren




of God are to perform good works because they have
to emphasize that we fre saved for good works.
rroduce fraitg 30 our Loyd expects

dust as we plant tress in order that they may |
2ii whom He has seved to be geslous, or on fire, t6 verform good works for Him.

Such works ave the dividends or frults whieh the lopd g@’m from the salvation which
He gives us. God getuslly erdained that we should habituwally mlk in the parfmm}a
ol gobd Works. Vhen we think of how such the belisvers and Christiasns '
early centuries did for Chrdst, and then think of how Ii%‘i}lﬁ 5 hava i’i@n@ fe::r Hﬁ,m,
that shouwld be & source of real regret and & great challenges to us to do much better.
God*s marvelous gradge that saved you, and that schocled :@w %o 1ive sobarly,
righteously and godly, is the grace that mekes you zeslous of good works.

&5 the beneficiaries aﬁ‘; God's mapyvelous grase, lst us spend the respindsy of our
Iives on sarth in lserrdng from Chirist, living for Ehms%g ishoring for Cheist,
and looking for gm«mt. ‘As the text says: “leoking for the &i&&a&d hope, =nd the
glﬁrimus appearing of the grest God and cur Seviour Jeeus Christe" There syre two

appearings of Uhrist, the one in grece and the other in glory. He :Ls the means of
meking the gréce visible, and He will be the meéns of making the glory visible.
&ng thess two sppearances sre comnected in such & wornher that His appmaum in
gréce is svidently incomplete without His sppesrénte in ghory. BHoth grace and
glory have their murifestution in one and the sape person. Orace began to work
aﬁmzhﬁ Lirst coming of Christ; and grace will complets its work at His second
SN .

Our faith in the certainty of Christ's mﬁmma&s&ammmwwa Wa
have found the hope of the second coming of Chrdst to be & living hope, & gleriocus
hope, & purifying hope, a blssged hape and & eomforting hope. It iz the greastest
inventive to victorious living &nd setive Christisan service, I know that Christ
came Lirst to redeem me. I flrmly belleve thst He will come sgein to receive ms.
By Cod's marvelous grase, I an ready for His rebturn, and I gn thrilled with
anticipation &s I esrnastly and expectantly look for Him. While I am hers between
His sdvents of gracs and glory, I want teo lesrn frep Him, o live for Him, to labor
for Him and to look for Him. I esrnestly ask you 19 join me in this challenging
ané. herols endeénvor.

besn shved. We are so sxpious




