TEE STOEY OF SAILVATION

"Pop. the grace of Cod vhich brings selvation for zll men hath appeared, teaching

us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteousiy,
and godly, in the present ages: locoking for the blsssed hope and appesring of the
glory of the grezt God and of our Saviour Jesus Christ; Who goave Himself for us, thst
He might redeem us from 211 lawlessness, and might purify unto Himself a pecular
pecple, zealous of good works,® Thitus 2:11-314.

We shall seek o anelyze these wonderful words and glean from thewm some of the glo-
riovs things God wants us to know sbout His matchless grece. There is nothing
in all the universe comparsble te His marvelous grace..

Cur text clearly sets forth some tremendous truths sbout the glorious gospel of
grace, - It is not concerned with doetrine versus life or 1life versus docirine,
but it does teach that there may be the right kind of a 1ife, and that such a2 1ife
grows out of gound dectrime. In the Bible, decbrine is never separsted from 1ife,
nor feith from pracstice. Ii is duty that springs from the deoctrine, answering %o
it and influenced by it. There is no divorcement of Christian dogtrine and
Christian doing, or between faith and works, According to Pawl, duties are al- .
weys based wupon doestrines,; creed delermines character, and bellefl is expressed

in 1life, '

Salvation impliss that map was Jest, and so lost that he eould not save himself,
Man did not deserve salvation. HNeither did he selieit it. It was entirely the
result ¢f divine grace., The grace of God made all the arrangements necessary for
salvation, devised the astounding plan, determined the means, and fixed the time,
It provided the author of salvation. I brought the message of salvation., It
presente the spplicstien of sslvation to the soul. Fothing can itake the place of
sglvation., With it there is hesven. Withoub it there iz hell,

In the New Testament, grace refers to that in God which makes Him love the love-
less and strive tc help the kelpless, OGrace is the pubtiing forth of God'ls power
for the good of mankind, and the motive for it is mercy which is born of love.
It iz not the outcome of humen merit., Whatever good 1t comfers is undeserved,
Grace is the original cawmse of all the blessings we receive from God. We are
called by His grace, justified freely by His grace, sanctifisd by His grace, and
kept by His grace.

I. The Revelstion.
1. The Ceuse of Tt

God's grace is the cause of this revelation. In this world, mem will
never he able to undersiand the full msaning of the word "grace®. It is
a word which charscterizes the attitude of God toward men. It is a word
which is as deep as the deepest sin, as broad as the measure from east to
west, and as high as the throne of God. In substance, grace represents -
what God can do for a poor simmer who has sunk to the very depths of sin.
He 1ifts him oubt of the depths and removes his sin from him es far ss the
esst ig from the west, and presents him feultless before the presence of
His glory with exceeding joy. UGrace 1is God's everything bestowed wpon
thoge who merit nothing. It is love for the loveless znd help for the
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helpless. A1l of the goodness, love, and merey of God are crowded into
that 1ittle word.

The Content of It,.

Tnearnstion is one element of this revelation., Our text informs us that
the grace of Cod hath appesred. It dees not tell us thet it awoke or
sprang into existerce, but that it appesred or was maede menifest, Grace
for sinners duell in the heart of God from the beginning, but it was a
secret hidden from the world until it was brought o light by the inecsarns-
tion of Christ. "The grace of Cod which bringeth salvation to all men"
appeared when Christ Jesus cawe into the world as God incarnate in the
flegh,

Substitution is another phase of this revelstion, as shown by the clause,
fihe gave Himself for us”. Christ gave not merely His thoughis, time,
and help, but He gave Fimself personally, voluntarily, and sascrificislly
on our behalf, He geve Himself to dle for ws. What more cen any men
give than Himself? Never was there soch a story ss that of Christ giving
vp the glories of heaven in order to come to this earth to give Himself

for us,

vtion is another part of this revelation, as shown by the purpose
cisuse, "thet He might redeem us from #11 lawlessmess® or inigquity. Re-
demption signifies celiverance by the payment of & renmsom-price. Christ
died for us in order that He might deliver us, not from poverty, afflic-
tion or death, but from all iniguity--its guilt; cordemmation, power and
CONSHUUENCEs ., :

Porificetion iz another purpose of this revelstion, as shown by The ex-
pression, Yand purify unto Fimself." Christ Jesus canme, lived, wronght
and died in order thet He might redeem and purify us wunto Himself.

-Sepa?ation is snother ides set forth in this revelation, as shown by the

expression, "a pecullar people". 0God does not want an eccentric people,
but He does seek for a people whose eseential singularity lies in the
Pact that they are His personzl possession and reserved for His own use.
The Iord uses us, not because we sre grest and gifted, bul because we
are clean.

Fruitfulness is the climax of this revelation, as expressed by ihe

phrase, "zealous of good works®. This means not only approving goed
works, spesking for them, and even practising them, but beiling in our
desire to do them. Good works are those ghleh are done by the children
of God, in obedience to the commands of God, for the glory of Cod, and for
the welf re of mankind,

The Conseguence of It,

Salvation of human souls is the conseguence of the revelation of the grace
of God. Salvation mesns deliverance from the guilt of sv%, the pemally
of sin, the power of sin, end eventually the presence of sin. To be gaved

iz to be forgiven, and to have the power of sin broken. From beginning Yo
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end Christisnity is all of God's grace. OCrace is its alpha and iis omegs,
itz root and its flewer, its lowest foundation ard its topmost pimnacle,
its starting-point and its goal. Had it not been for the grace of God
salvation would never have come within our reach. No merit of ours ever
called it forth, and no work of eurs will ever sntitle us to receive it as
a reward. The grace of God delivers us from sin and its consequences,
restores us to the favor of God and io communion with Him, and preserves
us amidst 211 the dangers and temptations of this present 1ife until we
reach the heavenly home. Nothing else in all the world, except the grace
of God, czn bring salvation. People are terribly m¢5uaken when they think
a’  good life can bring salvation. They are geing to be disappeinted if

- they are counting on their kind snd charitable deeds to save them, The

The

1.

gstaing of sin sre so deep thst they cannot be removed by hunan effort.
Grace is the only mesns by vhich salvetion is possible for man,

Ged's marvelous grace has provided salvation for 2ll, and made it availa-
ble to 211 classes—-rich snd poor, educated and uneducated, meral and
immoral, noble and ignoble--and to 811 ages. The grace of God knows
nothing of race, couniry, or olime. It has appeared for the benefit of
21l men, It offersg salvation teo all who will helisve on the Lord Jesus
Christ. God makes no exeeption, =nd excludes none except those vho ex-
clude themselves. While Paul s=we tha% this grace brings salvation to
all, he does not say that a3l re # the szalvation which is brought te
them, Ee does not describe an sciumallity, but a votentiality and a possi-
bility. I€ the grace of God does nov bring salvation teo any men who hesars
the gospel message, it is becsuse he will not receive the gift which that
grace brings to him. This salvetion ls sdapled to all, is “revealed for
the benefit of 211, and must be proclaimed to all. BEvery saved person
has the forgiveness of sims, peace vwith God, and eternal 1ife, All the
unszved need srnd mey have these pricelsse treassures,

——

Resulis.
Iearning from Christ,

God's grace not only makes possible our salvation, but it alsc instructs
and disciplines us. The expression, "lesching us,” implies that we mmst
Jesrn. It is a scholsstic term, and has ito do with the education of
children; not merely the teaching, bubd the training of them. The grace

of 0od has come to be a schoolmaster o us, to beach us, to train us;

and to prepare us for a more developed state. After we have been born into
the family of God, we musi be learners or disciples of Christ, Fe said,
“0ome wnto He, 311 yve thet lsbour and sre heavy laden, and I will give you
rest, Take My yoke upon you, and learn of Me; for I am meek and lowly

in hesrt: and yve shall find rest uniec your soul$, For ¥y yoke is easy,
and ¥y burden is Yight." Matthew 11:28-30. We leasrn from Chrisit through
the Holy Seriptures, prayer, meditstion, reading, conversation, godly
teachers, and veriocus dsily experiences. And the grace of CGod schools us
to live in a certain way.

Living for Christ,
Christ imstructed His churches to teach their members, who sre His disel-

ples, "to cobservs all things whatsoyer I have commended youn.® The purpose
of our learning from Christ is that we mey live for Chrisi; as we should.
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This gospel of grace insists upon an insevarsble connection between creed
and conduet, or deetrine and life. Therefore, our lesrning must be trans-
lated into living. "Teasching us thet, denying ungodliness and worldly
lusts, we should live soberly, rightecusly, and godly, in the present
age. "

Christ gave Himself for us in erder that we might truly live, both here
and heresfier, And the life He purposes that we shall Iive here has both
a negative and a positive side. From the negative viewpoint, there are
some things to deny or to lay aside. They are ungodliness end worldly
lusts. Thess expressions sre an epiteme of all that iz sinful and wrong
in humen 1ife, Ungodliness, which must be sbandoned, beging when one de-
elines to live for fod. An ungodly person is one whe simply thinks, speaks,
and acts without any reference fto God; one who does not comsult Fim sbout
anything, Fvery man who has the grace of God in his heart will think much
of God. God will enter his caleulations, Ged's prasence will be his jov,
Ged's strength will be the basis of his confidence, and God's glory will be
the chief end of his being. After teaching us whal we are Io cease connec-
tien with, Ged's Word hers Instructs us vhat to do. Viewling the text from
the positive standpeint, we observe theit it ssys, ™e should live soberly,
righteously, snd godly, in this present age." That is a clesr =nd simple
way of setting forth the duty of the saved to themselves, to others, and io
God. Christiuns hove an obligation to thomselveg-wto 1ive scherliy. They
have gn obligalion to othersw-ic live rishteously., They have an obligatisn
to Gode-to Iive lives consisient with His glory. We are expecied to live
thus hers and now,

3. ILeoking for Christ.

"iocking for the blessed hope, and the gloricus appearing of the great fod
and our Sasviour Jesus Chriet," There are two appesrings of Christ, the ons
in grace and the other in glory. COhrist is the means of making the grace
vigible, and He will be the means of making the glory visible, Aind these
two appearsnces are connscled in such g marmer thai the former is evidently
incomplete without the latber.

What is meant by ™he blessad hope®? It is the hope of Chrisi's second
coming in glory, thet hope which is the Joy of life, the sitrength and the
comfort of every imstructed Christianm seul., It is the hope that when He
comes agein we shall rise from the dead, if we have faller ssleep; and thet,
if we are alive and remain, we ghall be changed at His appearing. Our
faith in the sbsclube certainty of Fis second coming ig based or the testi-
mony of the Word of God. We have acceplbed the promise of Hig return in
implicit faith, and sre awalting it expectantly, %We hawve found the hope
of His return te be a living hovpe, a glorious hope, a purifying hope, a
blessed hope, and a comforting hope. IP iz also 2 grest stimmlus to vice
- torioue living and o Christian sctivity. '

If we really know our hesrits aright, we actually want to learn from Christ,
to live for (hrist, and to loock for Christ, while we sre here between His
advents of grace znd of glory. '

Meny of us lmow thalt salvetion is a gifi, because we have accepted it as such
snd have been saved., Is there one listening to me who has not accepted szlva-
tion as & gift frem the Saviowr? If so, you are not saved. TYou will never have
s betber time to zecept this gift than now. Von't you belisve on the Iord Jesus

Christ now and be saved.



