ADORNING THE DOCTRINE
"ot purloining, bub shewing all good fidelity; thst they may adorn the doctrine of
God our Saviour in all things." Titus 2:10.

In most of Faul's letters he starts cut with docirine. Then he desls with duty. The
first part has %o do with experience snd the last desls with living. Seeing that these
things sre true, we ought to live in such a manner 2s To vrove them true. Christian
living can only spring out of Christisan experience. We must be something before we can
do the things we are celled wpon %o do. Our lives wrove whal we are. We must recognize
the fsct that we give expression to the things we have experienced, Too many people
seem to be gatisfied with an experience, and fall short of the life they ought to live.
Some seem to feel shout becoming a Christian like ome men expressed himself about getting
married. He gaid, "I think I will just set married and be done with it." DNow every
married person knows that when you zet msrried you are not donme with it. VWhen yvou get
married you have just begun. The : thing is true of becoming & Christizn. The
experience is just the beginming. v of the initizl exnerience of grace there oughi
to flow a stream of holy living thet will adorn the doctrines we profess, '
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o decry doetrine, Some say, "It doesn't meke much
what vou are thet counte." That is not true. IR
eve will determine what you
Winketh in hiz hesrt se Is he"

There are certain grest truths the
to be. There is 2 tendency todsy
difference what you believe, it is
does make a difference what you bel
will eventually become. H¥As a2 mon T

One thing which stands out in ouwr text ard Paul
speaks of ™he doctrine of Ged." e lnow that much is meant vhen men speak of the

abo, or of the poetry of Shakespesre;
ing altogether, It stands apart, with a majesty
all its own. The Pesalmist ssid, “imong the gods there iz none like unto Thee, O Lord;
neither are there sny works like unto Thy works." Just s the works of God are beyond
the finest artistry of men, so the doctrines of God stand before all the vhilogophies
and speculations and writings of men, The word "doctrine® here means "instruction.”

Tt means the great truths set forth in God's YWord.

tadornt is s femiliar and pleasing term. It means to beaubify, to grsce, to embellish
and to ornament. In Iuke 21 it is recorded that Chrisi's attention was called to the
great Jewish temple, "how it was adorred with goodly stones and offerings." The glory
and splendor of that great structure at Jerusalem wazs such as to impresg and evoke comment
frem every passerby. It was so adormed as to atiract and to hold the interest of pilgrims
from 811 parits of the world.

“adorn the doctrine.” The audacity of this text is epough to make one gasp. Is it
possible to beautify, to embellish or to ornament the truth of God? Yes, it is possible
1o Madorn the doctrine of God." You can bring out its suppressed megnificence. You can
meke it visible and inteliligible by your character, your speech and your life. What a
privilege! You can besutify the doctrire of God through a genuine Christian 1ife. You
can make the doctrine of God besutiful, 2s when you put a picture in a frame, or 2 Jewel
in a lovely setting, or well-fitting germents on your body. Just s & beautiful painting
is more fascinating in a worthy frame, 2 book elegently bound is of greater velue than
one in a cheap and tawdry binding, and & king of stately sppesrance becomes $till more
regal when royally robed, so the docirine of God becomes far more beautiful and appealing
when it is incarnsted snd exermlified in the 1ifs of & Christian, Children of God

should live in sueh a2 menner thet others would be imnressed by the comelinese of their
charscter and went to be like them, By properly sdorning the doctrine of God we proclaim
to those among whom we live end work thst we have something which gatisfies end inspires
us, By His life of purity, friendiiness, sincerity, sympathy, sacrifice and service
Christ zdorned the doetrine of God. It certainly behooves us to follow His example in
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this respect, "Let your licht so shine before men, that they may see your good works,
and glorify your Father which is in heaven," Matthew 5:16.

L.

Things Which Prevent Christisns From Adorning The Doetrine.

1.

Ignorance, :

To multitudes Christianity is not attractive beceuse so many professzed Christians
are ignorant of the essentisl factes which underlie the Christian faith, of the
Book from which we are to get our beliefs, and of the supreme claims of Christ.

Insincerity.

This makes Christianity wnatiractive. Few Things do more damage teo the cause
of Christ than the insincerity of professed Chrigtians. Insincerity samps the
vital power of cne's testimony, distorts his character, weakens his influence,
and robs Christianity of its dignity and power.

Indifference. '

Indifference toward Christian duties on the part of those who call themselves

the followers of Christ is a terrible foe to atiractive Christianitly.
Inconsistency. B A
Somehow or other, when it gess Christian people failing vo live up to the level
of their profession, the worid ssvs, "You =re bypocritesi or, "Your Christianity
is not worth maeh!® Many Christians damere themeelves in the eyes of the world
and impair the effectiveness of Christianity by thelr pergonal inconsistencies.
The best illustrated Bible iz the conduel of Clristians who make the Seriphures
the rule and guide of their felith and practice. Vhen our lives are working models
of Christisnity, then it 1s possible for us, by our lives, to conciliate prejudices,
to prepere people to listen favorably to the message of Cod's levs, and to win
others from their antageonism and meke them say, Miell, after all, there is some-
thing to Christianity.¥

Qays By Which Christisns Can Adorn The Dectrine.

1.

By making Christisnity a reality in their lives.

As the stars adorn astronomy and the roses of June adorn botany, so the conduct
of Christiasns must flash out the hidden virtue and glory of the dootrine of
God. The doctrine of God is in the Pible in suppressed magnificence and the
children of God are to give it expression or embodiment.

By demonstrating to the world thet Christianity produces the highest type of
character. '

By incorporasting Christianity inte our lives im such a way that the world csn
see that Christ satisfies us.

By meking Christianity the thing of supreme imporitance in cur lives.
Christ ean supply all of owr needs, whether they be physieal, mental or spiritusl.



