PAYING OUR DEBTS

"Render therefore o all their dues.! Romans 13:7.

It is & merk of thrift to owe as few people es possible. In the light of
this text our debie fall intc two classes.

I. Uhat We Owe To God,

1.

3.

Pear,

uind fear not them which kill the body, but are not able to kill
the scul; but rather fesar Him who ig able to destroy both soul
and body in hell.® Hatthew 10:28.

We should fezr God because of te—
{1} His sovereignty.
(2} His justice.
{3) His power.

~ Adoration.

We should adore God becauss of t=-
(1) His wisdom.
(2) His mercy.
(2) His eternity.

Leve.
We should love God because ofi--
{1} Bis excellency.
"His mouth is most sweel: yes, He is altogether lovely.”®
Song of Solomon 5:16.
-{2) His love to us.
e that loveih not knoweth not Gody for Ged is love, In
this was manifested the love of God toward us; because
that God sent Hie only begotten Son inte the world, that
we might live through Him, Herein, is leve, not that we
loved God, but that He loved us, and sent His Son to be
the propitiation for our sins." I John 4:8.10

Desire,
"hom have T in heaven but thee? And there is none upen sarth
that I desire beside thee.® Pgpalm 73:25

We should desire God becauset——

{1) He is the ocean of happiness in Himself,
{2) He is the fountain of happiness to us.

Trust,
#Mpust in the Lord with all thine hesrt; and lesn not unto thine
own understanding.” Proverbs 3:5

In telling us how Abraham was justified by faith, Paul said that
"He staggered not at the promise of God through unbelief; but was
strong in faith, giving glory te God." Homans 4:20



We should trust in God's promises because ofi=—

{1) His freedom in meking them,
{2) Hie faithfulness in keeping them.

6.Gratituds.

in every thing give thanks for this is the will of God in
Christ Jesus concerning you." I Thessalonians 5:18.

We should be thankful to God forie—

(1) His creation.

{2) Hie preservation.

{3) His redemption.

{4) His salvation.
We exclain with Jacob, "I am no%t worthy of the least of all the
mercies, and of all the truth, which thou hast shewed unto thy
servant." Genesis 32:10.

Obedience.
“Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice.” I Zamuel 15:22,

Our obedience to God should bete-

(1) sincere.
"Ye have obeyed chm,the heart that form of docirine
which was delivered you.” Romans 6:17.

(2) Constant.
"That we bheing deliversed oult of the hand of our enemies
might serve Him without fear, in holiness and righteousness
before Him, all the days of our life."” Luke 1:7%

II., What We Owe To Others,

1.

III. Vhy

L,

Good will.

"Honcr 2ll men.” I Peter 2: 17.

Do act entertalin evil thoughlts of others,
Respect the rights of &1l others.

tood words.

"Spesk not evil one of ancther, brethren.” James 4:11.

"1 exhort therefore, that, first of all, supplications, prayers,
intercessions, and giving of thanks, be mads for all men."

I Timothy 2:1.

"But I say unte you, Love your enemies, bless them that curse
you, do good to them that hates you, and pray for them which
despitefully use you, and persecute you."™ Matthew 5:44.

Good deeds.

We must be just and honest to all.

#Therefore all things whatsoever ye would that men should do
to you, do ye even so to them: for this is the law and the
prophets.” Metthew 7il2.

Should We Pay Our Debts?

God commands it.
"Render therefore to all their dues.?
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2. Failure to do so is robbery,
(1) It is to rob Ged.
(2} It is to rob others.
(3) It is to rob yourself.
a2, Of the comforis of a good conscience,
b, Of jov in the Holy Spirit.
¢, Of the favor of God,
¥But your iniquities have separated between you and
your God, and your sins have hid His face from you,
that He will not hear." Isaiah 59:Z.
"And all these blessings shall come on thee, and
overtake thes, if thow shalt hearken unto the voice
of the Lord thy God." Deuteronomy 28:2.
"For we must all appear before the judgment seat of
Christ; that every one may receive the things done
in hie body, sccording to that he hath done, whether
it be good or bad.® II Corinthians 5: 10,

"Render therefore 4o all their dues.”



