AT PEACE WITH G0OD

“Therefcre being 3ust1fled by faith, we have peace with God through our
lord Jesus Christ.® Remans 5:1.

Many have known something of the horrers of war. Many of the bravest amd
best ef our countrymen have gone to untimely graves because of wars.

If there is any word which can exeite pleasing sensations in the human
breast, that word is peace. From time immemorial man has longed for peace,
sought peace, lived for npeace, fought for peace and died for peace. All of
us long for peace and many pray for peace.

Peace is a great blessing in many relaltiomships of 1ife. Peace is a blessing
in mational life when, instead of being engaged in the work of destruction,
the resourees of men and material are being empleyed ip the useful arts and
deveted te the welfare of peeple and the prosperity of the nation.

‘It is a happy sitnatien when neighbers are at peace with each other. It is
a real joy to be associated with people with whom you have splendid relations
as neighbors.

Peace within a family is a great blessimg. One can visualize the tragic
situation imn the home abount which Tennyson wrote saying "Who can but listen
at the gates, and hear the househeold jar within.® Some husbands and wives
maintain a perpetual feud im the family. What a pity it is when children
are reared in a home which has been cenverted into a battlefieldt

in the lives of many, the heart is a place of cenflict or a theatre of con-
tentionr, because there are elements in the nature of the individual which
are at war with each ether. Such a person does not know what it is to have
peace of mind.

It is an unspeakable blessing to have peace in all of these spheres - national,
social, demestic and personal. Wonderful as is the peace im all of these
realms ef life, it is nothimg in comparison te peace with God. A soul at

war with his Creator is the tragedy ef tragedies. ¥Woe unte him that

striveth with his HMakeri®

A moment's contemplatien should areuse any person to the terror and horrer
of being at war with God. For a creature to be in rebellion against his
Creator is an appalling thing indeed.

What is peace? The fundamental {hought in the word is thalt of harmoeny with
the will of God. HNo soul can be at peace at the roots of his being until
he is reconciled to God. Prior te that experience there is always a deep
inward comflict. The soul is agitated, the mind is ill at ease and the
heart aches for something that wealth camnet buy.

Even thongh ke is in the midst of strife, the Christian can be serene and
happy at heart. His peace is not dependent upon the conditien of the
world, but upon the right relationship of his heart to God. Just as the
needle in the compass never stands still until it peints to the Nerth, sc
the heart of man never Tinds peace until 1t trusts in and rests upon God.

Peace is mentioned in three ways in God's Word: the peace of God {(this is
the peace that fod enjoys Himself); peace from God (this is the peace that
God gives}; and peace with God. Peace with God, which is enjoyed by true
believers, is twofold., It has a judicial phase, which concerrms the believerts

~



—— D -

standing, and which is the blessed result of justification. It is also a
peace which conceras the believerts fellowship. Peace with God may be fell
and known., I hope that you cam say with Paul, "Beipg justified by faith,

I have peace with God through our lLord Jesus Christ.®

When Panrl used these words he spoke not only for himself but for all trne
Christians, All of them find an evil principle within, warring against
their spiritual welfare day by day. A1l of them find their adversary, the
devil, waging an endless battle with their sonls. They fisd that they must -
endure the enmity of the worlid. Buit, notwithstanding all of thms, to a
greater or lesser degree they have peace with God.

This peace with Ged is a calm, intelligent sense of friendship with the
Lord. He who has it feels as if there was no barrier between himself and
his hely Maker. He can think of himself as being under the eye of an all-
seeing Being, and yet not feel afraid. He can believe that this all-seeing
Being beholds him witheut displeasure. I do mnot know of any happiness com-
pared to that which this peace afferds. A calm sea after a storm, a blue
sky after a bBlack thunder cloud, health after sickness, light after darkness
and rest after telil are beautiful and pleasant things. But nene ef these
things, nor all of them put tegether, can give mere than a feeble idea of
the comfort which these enjoy whe have been brought inte the state of peace
with God. It is a peace Pwhich passeth all uvederstanding® (Phlllpplans 4:7}.

It is the lack of this peace which causes se many toe be unhappy. Thousands
have everything that is thought te be able to give pieasure, and yet they
are never gatisfied. Their hearts are always aching. There is a constant
sense of empitiness within., The seeret of gll this lies in the fact that
they are net at peace with God.

Peace with God is that guijetmess, rest and calm assurance which comes when
the heart is no lenger under the burden of unconfessed, unforsakean and un~-
foergiven sin., It means peace on the inside; that sweet poise and repese
which comes to cone when he can truly say, "It is well with my soul.® Peace
with God means that tranguility and harmony thalt comes when the war is

over and an eternal armistice has been signed and there is nething between
the soul and the Saviocuwr. It is not the peace of stagmation mer inactivity
nor death, but the peace of right adjustment to the will and way of God.
That means a peaceful ceonscience, mind,heart and soul.

The Toundatien of this peace with God lies in what is done Teor us by Christ.
When "the chastisement of our peace was laid upon him," He purchased and
procured our full reconciliation. This peace was wrought in us by the

Holy Spirit in the avpplicatien of the work of Christ. It is made sure to
us in the everlasting covenant and the precious promises of the Bible.

De you have peace with God? If yeu have, yow are rich. You have that
which will endure ferever. You have a treasure which you will not lose
when you die and leave this worid. You will carry it with you beyond the
grave. Yon will have it and enjoy it threngh all eternity. You may not
have any money. You may never enjoy the praise of men. But, if you have
neace with God, you have that which is far better than these other things.
If vou do not have peace with God, yeu are truly poor. You have nothing
which will last. Your body may be carried to the grave with pomp and
ceremony and a marble monument may be erected in your honor and memory,
but it will still be a pauper?s burial if you die without peace with God.
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Accerding to our text faith brings te the soul twe blessings. Faith is
not the creator of these blessings, but it is the channel through which
they come to us. First, faith brings us a state of peace -~ "being justi--
fied by faith¥; and secondly, faith brings us a sense of peace -~ "we have
peace with God through eur Lerd Jesus Christ." By nature the sinner is at
variance with the holy God. There is a breach between the rebellisus
creature and the righteous Creator.

Justificatien is effected through Christ and is ours by faith. %He hath
made him to be sin fer us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the
righteousness of Ged in him." Christ wrought out a righteousness for

us. He fulfilled the requirements of God's holy law teo absolute perfeection.

The sense of peace follews mpon the state of peace. We do not have peace
with God until we are justified. VNeither is peace a means te justification,
God justifies the ungedly. We deo met have any peace uatil that is done.
The Word of God teaches that it is only threough Christ that justification
is attaimable. It has pleased Ged to make Christ the medium of all His
gracions communications te man. )

Peace has been made by the bloed of the eross. All whe will may new avail
themselves of the blessedness of it. You caernot make your cwn peace with
God. Tt is both meedless and useless te try te do se. Peace is already
made and you may enter into it whemn you believe on Christ as your Saviour.
Bo not reb your soul of the enjoyment of this peace by refusing te receive
it on God's own terms.

#A mind at perfeet peace with God,
6 what a word is this!

A sinner reconciled by blood
This, this, indeed is peace.

By nature and by practice far,
Se very far from God;

But now by grace brought migh te Him
Through faith im Jesus! blood.%®

After a sinner has beem c¢lad im the perfect righteousness of the Son eof
God, he is able te stand before the threme with perfect coafidence. Geod
has accepted him becanse he is Yaccepted in the Beloved." That is a
blissfrl experience because he is aware of a restered relationship, and
of a peace which human tongue canneot describe.

When a man can say that he has peace with God, what then? The very first
effect is joy. A person cannot be at peace with God the Father and net
be happy. Pedce with God enables one to have a calm resignatiom or a
delightful acquiescence in His blessed will. Why should a man fear who
is at peace with Ged? God provides fer him through life. Christ has
conguered death and the grave for him and prepared a heme for him im
heaven. '

Christ is the socurce and real author of peace. He says, "Peace I leave

with youn, my peace I give unto you: noet as the world giveth, give I unto

you., Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid® (John 14:27j.
He wants His disciples to enjoy the peace which characterized Him; the same
serenity in danger, the same equanimity in troublous circumstances, the

same freedom from anxiety about results, the same speedy recevery of com-~-
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posure. Peace is superior to outward circumstances. Peace with God is
the most valuable blessing one can enjoy em earth.

When our Lord was bidding His disciples farewell as they steed around Him
in speechless sorrow peace was the gift which He singled out, abeve all
others, te bestow upon them as a parting legacy. He, Who was the Lerd eof
all, had the whole universe out of which te choose a gift for them in that
hour of parting tenderness, and the one which He selected as the most
precious te them in their hour of dire need was peace with God. This peace
is the only real support amid the trials and serrows of life. The man who
has this peace can meet earthly trials not enly calm aand andaunted, but
rejeicing in all the appointments of God. Christts legacy of peace is

the most precicus of gifts, an inheritance which the world can neither
give nor take away.

"Having been justified by faith, let us go on enjoying peace with God."
Let us net permit sin to obscure the brightness of the divine glery or to
disturb eur fellowship with God. Many Christians are conscious of a
broken and disturbed peace. They have a conscious umeasiness, Conscience
is causing them trouble, due to the making of wreong chices.

¥0, what peace we often forfeit,
8, what needless pain we bear,

All because we do not carry
Everything te God ia prayer.®

Since we are at peace with Ged, it is our privilege and duty to come beldly
to the threome of grace and obtain help in every time of need. Our uncon--
fessed sins need forgiveness and our evil ways need to be rerounced.

Be you have peace with God? You have heard or read that there is such a
thing. You ksoew where and how it is to be found. But, do yeu possess it?
Is it your very own? Do you have peace with €od? If you do not have it,
you are in great danger, because the wrath of Ged is abiding upen you.

"He that believeth not is condemned already.®” Your thoughts, your motives,
your words and your actioms are a centinual offeamse to God. You are very
foolish if you do net accept the mighty Saviour, Who is both able and
willing to save you and to enable you to be at peace with God.



