EVERY BAPTIST A DEBTOR

5T 2m debtor both to the Greeks, and to the Barbarisns; both to the wise, and to the unwise.
So, @5 much as in me is, I am resdy to preach the gospsl o you that are at Rome also. For
I am not ashemed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto selvaition to ev-
ery one that believeth; %o the Jew first, and alsc to the Greek.! RHomans 1:1b-16,

icross the centuries Peul towers mojesticelly as one of the most positive and dynemic per—
song the world has ever known. Fe wzs fortuneide in heving & distinguished ancesiry, & re=—
markable abllity, 2 trained mind, a polished edmestlon snd & courzgecus spirit.

A% one time, Peul wes & fanaticel hoter of Christ, = bitter opvonent of His gospel and a
zeglous persecutor of Fis fellowers. He was so bitterly opposed to the sarly Christisns
that he knew no limits in his persscution of them. In spite of this, Christ loved him, sought
him, grasped him, saved him, trsnsformed him, called him inte the ministry snd commissioned
him for world-wide service. Nothing but the power of Christ could have wrought such 2
change in hig. He became the most remarxkable Christisn of 2ll the sges. Hs a2lsc Decams 2
fearless, fsithful and flaming evsrcelist, the most effective preacher of the gospel Christ
has ever had. 48 Godls mar, Peul wes concerned primerily with discovering and doing the
will of the Master. VYhen he incuired, "Lord, whet wili Thou have me to do?®, he immedistely
receiveéd the information which ke recouested, and he guickly plaeced his 1life at the dispossl
of the Masier,

Eaving yielded his perscnslity, possessions and pleuns to Christ, and having prociaimed His
glorious gospel in various places with marked success, Pesul, for & long itime had desired

to visit Rome, but thus far hsd not been 2ble to reslize his noble purpese., In view of the
fact that he might never visit the grest metropolis, snd being desircus of doing so omly if
it were in accordance with Godt!s will, Paul wrote this letter %o the Christians there, SE—
prnsszng his love for them and hzs longing o preach to them. '

%1 am debtor both to the Grecks, and to the Barberisns; both tc the wise, snd to the unwise.
S0, &5 much a8 in me is, I &m resdy to preach the gospel te you thai are et Home also. For
I am not ashemed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation to eve-
ry one that belisveth; to the Jew first, and &lso to the Greek." Romans 1:14-16.

This wonderful test breethes the very spirit of the mmichless Apostle, out of which grew all
of the missionary activity snd the magnificent service of hils remsrkeble career. 1In these
three forcefrl statements he 1ifis us to the heights of Christian faith and devotion. And
the declarstions which he mskes conceraing himsslf should be just as trus of every Beptist.
Thersfore, a8 we center our thoughts sround this text, and apply it to our lives, lst us
consider three things:

I. THE ERPALIZATION.

YT sm debior both to the Breeks, and to the Barbarizns; bath to tne wise, &and %o the
mwise.® Romans 11k,

Teaul wes a debior to Christ. That we con readily understand on the besis of crestion,
preservation, redsmypition znd selvation. From Christ he had received love, light, life
and liberty. Becsuss of his spiritval emancipation he wes deeply indebted to the Seviour
Paul thought of his debt to Christ as having arisen oul of ithe grece of which he had

been the recipient on his wey to Demascus and out of his cell 4o the apostolsts., He
szid, "By whom we hsve recelved grace and gpostleship, for cbedience to the fnith among
ell nstions, for His name." Homens 1:5. To the obligstion thus laid upon him Paul
referred sgein and again, notably in I Corinthimns 9:116, where he wrote, "Necessity

is laid upon me; yes, woe is unto me, if I preach not ithe gospel.W
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Paul was & debtor to men also. On what grounds was he indebted to them? His debtor-
ship was not due to any benefiis they had conferred om him, because at their hands he
had suffered personal injury in slmost svery city whers he had prociaimed the glorious
gospel of Christ. Bui, the fact that they had meltrested him did not alter his position
or cancel his debt. He was & debior o men becauss of what Christ had done for him.
After Paul's experience of grace, Chrisi szid to him, in effect, "You cannot do any-
thing for Me persorally in return for what I have done for you. Instead of attempiing
to do so, I want you 10 go and preach my gospel to the Gentiles, regardless of the
personal gacrifice that mey be involved.t

Even though Paul was & member of the most pairiotic sect of the most exclusive race on
earth, he was brought to the complele realization that hs was & debtor 4o other reces
also, Recognizing that there were different ways of classifying the mewmbers of the
human racs, the Apostle publicly confessed that he was debtor to the Gresks and to the
Barbarisns., Drawing a line of demarcation on the basis of religicn, the Hebrews clas-
sified them as Jews or Greeks. The Greeks and the Romens divided mankind into two
categories, namely, the Greeks and the Barbarisns. The lstter term was applied to =2ll
non-Greeks. Believing that they were the only ones who hed achieved any cultursl at-
tainments, the Greeks refsrred to others as Barbsriszns. In kesping with the Greek
classification, Paul calied them ths wise and the unwise, using the two words to dis-
tinguish between the philecsophers or those who were skilled in letters, and the aon-
philosophers or those who wers the uncomprehending mosses.

Cognizant thet he was a debtor, Peul did not hesitate to acknowledge it. FEven though

that was not the easy or the popular thing te do, he made this bold assertion, "I am

debtor Doth to the Breeks, and to the Barbarigns; both to the wise, and to ths unwise. ¥

This affirmaiion was indicative of Paul's gresinsss. He manfully acknowledged bis in~
debtedness o0 all types of men——the Creeks and the Barbarians, the wiss and the unwise,
the intelligent snd the ignorant, the lesrned and the unlearned, the culturéed and the
unculiured. He fresly sdmitied thet he was debtor 1o every naition under heaven, and to
a8ll classes in each, without respect 0 color, to charscter or to comdition of 1ife.

Possessing thet which others d4id not have, but which they desverstely needed, and which
he could provice, Paul confessed with unerring dispatech that he was deébior. If we are
Lo render genuine and scceptable service for our Lord, we must have a similar sense of
obligation and debborshiy. The best work for Christ will be done alwsys by those who
possess the absolute reslization that they are debtors im reality.

THE RESPONSE.

"Se much as in me is, I am ready o preach the gospel to you that are 2t Eome also.b
Romens 1:15. '

One may respond to the realization that he is a debtor either by a determination to
repudiste it or by a willingness to retire it. UThe latter is the only honorsble res-
ponse for & Christian. It is one thing %o recognize and acknowlsadge & debi, but quite
another {0 be resdy and willing %0 pay it. The Aposile Paul did both, which cpuses

ue 0 admire and appreciste him the more. He declarsd, "I am debtor both io the Gresks,.
and to the Barbarisns; both to the wise, snd to the uvnwise. So, s much as in me is,

I am resdy %o preach the gospel %o you that are at Rome also. Paul was & very sensitive
and conscientious debior. Bver mindful of his debb, he refused merely %o sing, WJesus
paid it 811,% and do pothing more zbout it. ERather, he announced his readiness to

meet his obligotion to the utmest of his ability. His determination fo retire his debi
corresponded with his sense of obligstion.

Paul was anxious to pay his debi in the proper coin, namely, the gospel of Christ. He

firmly believed that his debt could be retired or liguidated only by his faithful and
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fearless preaching of the gospel. For this important and glorious task he was thor-
oughly prevarsd snd eminenily gualified. He possessed an experience of grace, an
assurance of salvation, an sbility to preach, & eall from fod, & dedication of life,
a recognition of need, 2 heart of compassion, an ezgerness to serve, 2 willingness
t0 sacrifice and & dependente on the Holy Spirit. He was ezger to use his talenis,
time, influvence &nd money in the service of his Master. '

It is commendable indeed when one is actually ready %o do a worthwhile work. Others

will recognize and apprasciate a person who ssee a need and makes the proper response

thereto, and who possesses the necessary judgment and skill for efficiency and effec~
tiveness in the execution of the endeavor. Poul was known &8 s men who was ready to

g0 anywhere znd to do anything for the furthersnce of the gospel and for the glory of
Christ. To this end he was ready 1o serve, to suffsr and to sacrifice.

Beceuse of his embition to proclaim the gospel in high places, Paul was resdy and
gager to go to Home,; provided such a course met the approval of his Lord. He knsw
that the Imperial City was not esn eassy pisce in which %o preach Christ, but he was
not concerned primarily sbout the opposition and difficuliiss o be encountered thers.
Hs never yieldsd to the temptation to turn aside and feil to do the will of the Lord
bescause difficulties and hardships wers involved. Possible pain, privation and peril
did not diminish hig eagerness to onter Home. He wanted the Chrisgtizns there to un—~
derstand that his delayed arrivel in their nidst was due to his circumstances and not
te his choice. His only limitation in accomplishing his undaunited purposs was person—
al insbility. : '

As an ontgrowth of Paulis reslization of the enormity of his debi to Christ and humenity,
he declared his deliberate intention of striving diligzently toward its liguidation un—
il the time of his desth. He did this with the knowledge that the gospel of Christ

was the only means with which his 4ebt could be paid.

I1Y. THE RESOURCHES.

"For I am not sshamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto sal-
vation to every one that believeth; to the Jew firsit, and also to the Greek.' Tomans

1:16.

Concerning the only availsbls resources for meeting his spirifwal ebligation, Peul
wrote, "Por I am not ashsmed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the powsr of God unto
salvation to svery ome that belisveth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek." Thus
he introduced his readers to the theme of the Bpistle to the Romsns, which is the gos-
pel of Christ.

There ig music in the very sound of the word, fgospel." It is a word of deep signifi-
cance and wide import. The gospel i$ not the Bible. Notwithsianding the fact that

the Bidle is the Word of God, yst, there is much in it that is not the gospel. Nsither
is it simply 2 c2ll to repentance, or to the asmendment of onels ways or to a higher
and nobler kind of life. f“hese things are excellent. but they do net consiituie the
gospel. Wor is the gospel merely =z stztement of what God desires and rightfully ex-
pects of us. It is not concerned with what msn should do, but rather with what God
has done slready.

Instead of the geospel being geood advice to be heeded, it is good news to be believed.
The gospel of Christ is the best news fhait has ever been announced. Paul gives zn ab-
breviated, end yet e complete, statement of it in I Coriathisne 15:1, 3-4 vhich reads
as follows: YMoresver, brethrsn, I declare untc you the gospel whick I preached umtc
FOU « « » For I delivered wnte vou first of all that which I also received, how that

Chrigs died for our gins accordimg o the scriptures; And that He was buried, snd that
He &#rosée agein {the third day according to the scriptures.® Thus, it is very cbvious
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that the gospel of Christ is nob concerned with theories, but rother with estsblished
facts, The fecis which constitute the gospel of Christ are three in number.

1. Chrlst died for our sins.

Regardless of how many nice things a person may say about Chrigt, he has not pro-
cleimed the gospel if he hes omitied His vicerious death on Calveryis cross. fhere
is no other way whereby & sinmer cen be saved than through the shed blood of {he

Son of God.

Za Christ was buried.
Christts body was removed from the cross and placed in the tomb.

3. Christ srose,
Early on Sundsy morning Christ srcse from the dead, lald aside His greve clothes -
and walked ocut of the tomb triumphant over death. The resurrection of Christ is
an indispensable psrt of the glorious gospel.

Any messege that does not flow from these three historicsl facts, namely, that Chrisi
¢ied for cur sins, that He wes buried, and that He rose from the grave, is not the
gospel, In thess three facts there is nothing except thait which should incresse our
feith in Christ, our leve for Christ and our devotion to Him. Withoul any hesitetion
vhatsoever I glsdly avow my firm belief in Christ’s supernetural birth, His absolute
deity, Eis vicariocus atonement, His bodily resurrection and His personsl return.

There were people in Rome who were very suspicious and critical of the Apostle, end who
sought to discredit his message in no uncertzin terms. Quite likely some of them re-
narked that he would be sshamed to appear in Home, where thers was 80 npuch learning,
with the kind of messsge he was proclaiming with such confidence elsewhere. Xnowing
that the Romens regardéed those who believed and preached the gospel &s being contempii-
ble did notcause FPoul the lesst concern. Thelr weslthy and wicked city, which was the
very embodiment of pride in humen schievement, held no fear for him. He asserted that
he was not ashemed to presch the gospel in Rome. Isn'i it noteworthy that Faul was

nct going Lo Rome as = psycholegist, a psychiatrist, & philosovher, & lectursr, an
entsriziner, & reformer, a director of recreation or a distributor of prizes, but as

2 preacher of the gospel of Christ? Preasching Eis gospel is the highest privilege our
Lord ever gave to Paul or any othsr men. Therefore, let us never neglect thls in order
6 Spend our time on things of seconaavy importance or trivial value.

Having heen.entrusted'with the Cospel, Fauvl rejoiced tc proclaim it. Hs said, "I am
not ashamed of the gospel of Christ.® Such &n espression is what is called a litotes,
meaning the wse of an underststement for the purpose of increasing the effect. A
negative statement ie sometimes the most emphatic wey of expressing an implied opposite.
Peults 2ssertion, "I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ," msant that he was. justly
proud of the gospel and itruly gloried in it. Insteed of being ashamed of it, he con~
sidered it @ high honor to be able to preach it snywhere, snd especislly in Home,

Ashemed of the gospel? A thousend times nol Certain things about the gospel forbid
our heing ashamed of it.

1. Its Fower. '
81 am not ashamed of the gcsyel of Christ: for it is the power of €od." The
Greek Hew Tesisment contains two words which sre trenslated "power." They are
exousia snd dunsmis, %he former mesns asuthority and the latier means zbility.
Tunemis is used in this verse, ond it means 2bility or strength. It is iths word
from which we get the term "dynamite.® It implies power expressed in action.
The gospel of Chrzst is t0 the spirituel reslm what atomic powsr is o the physi-

czl reslm.
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It is almest unthinkable thet anyone would be eshamed of power, and espec‘a7ly
Godls power. The gospel of Christ is just that, the power of the living God.

It is the most poitent force the world has ever known. It has povwer to bring sin-
ners to¢ the feet of Christ, laying eside their self-sufficiency, contritely com-
fessing their utter sinfulness, and through simrle foith humbly receiving the
rightecusress of Christ. It shetters the priscn walis of sin gnd liberates the
souls incsrcersied therein., It hss ample vower tc level meuntains of prige snd
to conguer the carnel habits whick sre confrary Lo ihe will of God.

If the gospel of Christ is the power of the living God unto saivetion, end it is,
then the lacdk or powsr in our churches must be due to the witbholding of this
gospel or the substitution of something else for it. Are we ashamed to preach
the gospel of Chrisi and to depend on it slone for the desired results? The stb-
gtitution of anything for the gospel is similar to the replacemént of an stomic
bomt with & cap pistol.

In what spirit should this glorious goépel be proclaimsd? Prayerfully, dependently,
faithfully, purposefully, pleadingly, persistenily, persussively, lovingly, esrn—
estly end expsctiantly.

1ts Purpose,

"It is the pover of God unto salvation. This expression implies thet it is CGod's
power instead of men's strength which extricates & sinner from the siate of con-
demnetion. Salvation wes purposed in the mind of God, prompted by the love of

Goé =nd provided by the Son of God. It meens the rescue of the soul/from sin,
unrighteousness, the wrath of God and eternsl punishment unte grace, rightecus~
ness, forgivensss, eternsl life and fellowship with God. Salvation hes three
sspecta~-deliversnce from the psnalty of sin, from the powsr of sin, and sventuslly
from the presence of sin. Deliverance from the penalty of sin is grented to those
who are justified, deliverance from the power of 8in is experienced by those who
ars veing senctified, and deliverznce from the presence of sin is enjoyed by those
who are glorified. This salvation is the greatest blessing that God can bestow

or man c¢an receive., It is grest in i%s concepiion, in its cost and in its content.

Selvation is the ultimete purpose of the gospel. This statement, "the gospel of
Christ is the power of God unto salvation,' excludes &ll other meens of salvation.
The gospel is the power in the hand of God to effect our deliverance from sin, as
opposed to our nzturel impotence asnd wutter inabillty to obtain salvation by any-
thing we can do.

With the exception of Christisnity =11 religioms teach szlvetion by characier or

by conduect. They hold out the hope of earning salvetion by merit of ome kind or
énother. Rui, Salvation by conduct or by works is the doctrine of Satan, no mat-
ter bty whom nor where it is prsasched. Vhat 2 pity that so many sre trying to
achieve sslvetion through personsl efforts and meritorious works in svite of the
fact that Cod's Word repeatedly states that it is an utter impossibility to do sol
Selvetion is never the resuli of merit om the part of the receivsr, but it is
slsays snd entirely & matter of grace on the part of the Giver. It is not parily
of grace. and partly of works, but it is all of grece end none of works. Accord-
ing to God's Word, salvation is a2lwsys by grace through feith plus nothing.

Its Product. .

Essentislly vregmatic end utilitarisn in their outlock, the Romens were not inter-
ested in snything unless it worked and had power. Knowing that they wonld test
the gospel of Christ by its results, Paul was resdy Vo challenge them with it on
the basis of its product. He smid, "It is the power of God unto salvaetion to
every one thai belisveth.®
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Christts gospel is the powerful and effectual instrument for bringing to salve-
tionp every one who believes it., While this gospel ig limitless in its offer o
every one, it is limited in its application to only those who believe., This
nightiest power on earth will not become effective in & life until one belisves
on Christ. Doing that resulits in one becoming 2 child of God. ¥is many as
received him, to them gave he power 40 become the sons of God, even te them that

.believe on his name.®

Like Peul, we know that the gospel has had a tremendous and transforming effect
on us. Moreover, with him, we cen point to the narvelous resuits it has produced
in the lives of numerous aznd various sorts of characters. Because of what the
power of God has wrought in ths saved souls, transformed lives and Christiazn
activities of believers, we can never Le ashamed of it.

God has been 30 gracious t0 us in making the gospel of Christ effectusl to the -
salvation of our souls. We shall never be able to express sdeguately the appre-
ciation of our hesrts for what He hes done for us 2s individuasls and as a Bepbtist
people. ¥We are indeed greteful for the high honor which He has bestowed upon us
in meXking us sStewards of His glorious gospel and of our Bapilst distinctives. In
this cspacity we occupy & position of trust, of honor, of influence end of res-
ponsibility. It is reguired of us that we shell be faithiul o our trust.

It is the desire of our blessed Lord that every person shall hear His gospel.
Therafore, we ore it to Him to take His messszge t0 every creature. OJur posses-
gion of ths gospel and the positive command cf the Master place ug unfer this
obligation, from which there is no evasion or exempiion. The gespel has noit been
given to us merely for Selfish consumption or selfish distribuiion. It is our
inestimable privilege and imperative duty to shere it with &1l who have never
received it. Wo this end we need 1o recapiture the vision of & lost worid, ihs
missgionsry passion and the spirit of secrifice. The open doors and broad highwaeys
of opportunity call for our very best efforts %o preclaim the gospel fo all men,
snd we shell do far mors For our Lord snd others, %o whom we are debitors, when
we regard missions a8 & debt rather than an object of charity. '

PHE CALL

The great world's heart is aching, aching fiercely in the night,

And God alons can heal it, and God alone give light;

And the men to besr that message, and to spesk the living Word,

Are you and I, my brothers, and the millions that have heard.

Cen we cleose our eyss %o duty? Csn we fold our hands at ease,

While the getes of night stand open to the pathway of the seas?

Ti13 the lsnds which sin hos blasted have been quickened from
the desd?

Can we shut up cur compassions? Can we leave our prayer unsaidl

We grovel among trifles, and our spirits fret and toss,

While above us burns the vision of the Christ upon the cross;
And the blood of God is streaming from His broken hends and side,
And the lips of God are saying, "Pell my brothers I have disd.®

0 voice of God, we hesr thee above the shocks of time,

Thine echoss roll zround us, 2nd the messsge is sublime;

¥o power of man shall thwart us, no stronghold shall dismay,
‘¥hen God commsnds obedience, and love has led the way.

~--Hredsrick George Bcoti.



