THE ¢OD OF HOPE

¥ow the God of hope fill you with 211 joy and peace in believing, that ye may sbound in hope,
threugh the power of the Holy Ghost.® Romans 15:13.

Has the world ever held s8¢ meny broken hopes as it does joday? Our fearé and opr frustrations,
our disillusionmenis end our despsirs are piling vp mountsin-high,

One writer says, "The world is caught in an ebb tide." Another says, "We feel like = priscner
about to face the firing squed of the ages." Then, he adds, "Our hearte are broeken, our hopes
waning, our morsls drecpling, our neighboers treacherous, and our science has backfired.®

One could go on at length adding link %o link in this chain of bewilderment end bafflement by
which masses of cur fellowmen sre bound in this troubled heur. In suck & time one thinks of
vhat Thomas Carlyle said decades a2go: ®For the days that are pessing by, ever fools are ar-
rested 0 a3k the meaning of them. TFew generstions of men have Seen more impregsive days,
days of ceaseless calamity, dislocation, disruption, confusion worse confounded. If they were
not zlways days of cesseless hope, then indeed they are days of viter despsir. But it is no
small hope that will suffice,?

Carlyle was right whern he gaid, "Neo smell hovpe will suffice.? Paul knew thet when he wrote
his clessic letter te the Homens in the First century. It is the large, the lofty and the
1ifting hope of the gospel of Christ that Paul held cut then. If he were slive today, he would
still hold out the same gospel of hope.

I. The Title_Ged Bears,

Paul calls Him Ythe God of hope.! The God of the Bible, the One described by the Old
Testament prophets and by the Lord Jesus Christ and His apostles, is not & God of despair,
but the God of hope. The character of Ged is thait which gunrantess the greet hepes of
mankind, If God is not dependable, then it is stupid %o talk about hops. :

What sre the grest hopes‘ef the bumen heart?

1. The hope of a Seviour.
Before Christ came, the people of the world yearmed for & Saviour. Since Bethlehem
and {alvary, that has been the yesrning of those who have not been told of the saving
rower of the Christ.

2. The hope of victory over suffering.
People hope thet somehow trouble and pein may serve the higher purposes of life.
Maltitudes, who are without the light of Christ, are despeiring. To then the evils
of the world are mesningless. Hany d¢ not have any strong confidence with which
to meet the ills of 1ife, ut they dzem it betier te whistle in order {o keep up

their coursge tharn to whine or curse.

Thern, there are the shining ones, the children of God by faith in Christ, who arse
sure that troutle can be harnessed like the mad waters of Fisgars River and made
to vield power ané light and heat in a2 vast benediction. Accordingly, we hear
Paul dsclare, in Romens 5:4, "We glory in tribuiations alse, knowing that tribu-
lation worketh patience; and pstience, experience; and experience, hope.t

3. The hope of fubture blegsedness.
This is snother of the towering hopes by which men have bteen moved through the
centuries——the hope of a golden age when health will iriumph over disesse, when
Jusitice will trivmph over injustice, apd life will {rivmph over death,

Pacsuse God will not dissproint these three hopes, He is given the alluring title, "the

God of hope.t
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The Testimony God Gives,

"For whatsoever things were writter aforetime were written for our learning, that we
throvgh patience and comfori. of the seriptures might have hove.? Romans 15:4. The
God of hope has communicated to mer a revelation of Himself and of His purposes in
Christ. If men will build upon that testimony--the Bible-—they will never lose the
cheerful expectancy, and the zestful outlock, which ocuzht %o characterize His children.

How do the scriptures serve as a minister of hope to ths children of God?

l. By the instances which they record,
Ehe Bible is full of the red bleood of actuel experisnces in which we see men and
women like curselves plowing through the stormy waters, when it seems that no
craft can possibly survive, but coming at last to their desired haven, safe and
greteful and exultant.

It tells of a Joseph holding hopefully to his dream even when he was sold into
Egypt by his jealous brethers, and moving out at last, through slender and impris-
onment, to be the Prime Minister of the empire.

It tells of & Henngh, never giving up her hepe of a son whom she might dedicsate

te God, until, one day, she well nigh disd of sheer dslight as she presentsd her
Samusl before i in the temple znd waitched him grow into valiant mavhood.

It tells of 2 David, convinced that God had called him to be Xing of Israel,
meeting & hundred rebuffs with unshakeble resolve, and marching on, humbly but
confidently, %o the throne for which he was desitined.

It tells of 2 Simeon, wrinkled and half-blind with age, praying daily that he
might live t0 ses the coming Wessish, surviving by o sweet providence until one
dey the infant Jesus wes laid ir his arms; whersupon he reached up for the ear of
God and whispered that he was reedy for the chariot to swing low and take him home.

Zodts Word is a storchouse of illustrations making vivid the victories of hope
zoross the lengthening cenduries.

2. By the insights which they furnish us,

' Por exemple, if a man does not know the Bible, he is likely to fsel that hope is
something that springs oui of hopeful happenings or circumstances. Vhat is thas
man going to do when circumstances are hopeless? On the contrary., the man who
knows his Bidle remlizes thai{ true hovme is never grounded in physical conditions
bub in spiritual relationships. He understands that it is never a matier of moods
and feelings, but rather of vliimsie facis and shining duties.

The Trust God Asks.

"How the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing." The secret of the
hopeful heart is 211 wrapped up in this phrese of two words: Pin believing.® TUnbelief
shuts out the God of hope. Unless you put your faith in Him, He cannot put His hope in

you.

1. Joy in believing.
Paul prayed thai they might have a permanent joy. He wanted God o £ill them with
a8ll joy. Joy is one of the essential elements in s Christian's experisnce. Joy
ig the immediate result of being rightly related to God., There is no joy like unto
that of knowing that your sins sre forgiven, that you a2re born again, that you are

a new creature in Christ Jesus, that you have alreadj gassed out of death 1nto
life, &nd that you will never come into condemnation t8Theee is thersfore now no
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condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus.! How could one be anything bub
happy with thet kind of an experimental Znowledge?

Christ did not come as a joy-killer, bui He came 25 a joy=bringsr. He did not
come to take anything out of our lives that is worthwhile. He came %0 coniribute
Joy o our lives. When the sunuch believed on Christ and was saved, Philip bap-
tized him. Then the Word of God says, "And he weni on hiS'way rejoicing M

%44 the cross, ai the cross, where I firs{
saw the light,

And $he burden of my heart rolled away,

I{ was there by faith I received my sisghi,

And now I am heppy a1l the dzy.?

Ze Peace in beliesving.
Joy is the active side of the Ghrlstian gxperisnce and peace is the pasgive side,.
When we are savsd, we not only have peace with God, but we are at peace with our-
selves. He does not leave us with any accusing sin festering in our conSciences.
He not{ only forgives, but He ¢lesnses and removes our sins from ue. This fulness
of peace comss through believing on Chrisi.

We sorely need hope and the courage which accompanies it. Hope is allied, not with
weskness, but with strength; nol with baseless speculation, bubt with & firm gzrasy of
fundamental truth; not with fond and foolish fancy, but with the most solid leyalty

te righteousness. Hope is the dominant note of Holy Writ. Christienity is pre-eminently
the religion of hope. o

¥My hope is built on nothing less

Than Jesus? blood and rightecusness;
I dare not trust the sweetest frame,

But wholly isan on Jesus! name.®

Ifyou are not o Christian, I beseech you to accept Jesus Christ as your personal
Saviour, your Counselor, your Leader and your Guide. If you will do thait, and follow
Him, then you will have a joy and peace and hope which no one can ever take from you.



