*NOT UNDFR 14¥W, BUT UNDER GRACEM

1For sin shall not have dominion over you: for ye are not under the law, but under grace.m
Romans S:1h.

The consciousness of sin has characferized man in a1l ages and places. AllL the religions
of mankind recognize the evidences of evil. In the ancient Egyptian rel:.gmn, the sun or
1ight was the type of good, and night or darkness, that of evil,

The saddest thing in the life of mepy Christians is the presence apd power of sin. There
are those whe would gladly give all they possess if only they could resist temptation and
live & life of umbroken fellowship with God. It is 2 painful bet familiar fact that there
are multinlied thousands who know Jesus Christ as their Saviour, but who have experienced
Tery littls beyond conversion., Thelir experience is one of wictory and defeat; today on
the mountain top and tomorrow in the valley.

There are some Christians whe try to mix law and grace. They do not think that they are
deing this, but they are. They teack that yon are saved by grace and kept saved by works.

Is not this mixing law and grace? Moreover, they are shocked when we tell them that the
believer does not have to keep the law in order to be saved. They conlend that such teaching
will give men license %o sin. Pub, will it? Godt!s Word iteaches that the itruth of grace
will give men liberation from sin, something which the law could not de. Here are the loly
Spiritts words to this effeet: "Sin shall not have dominion over you: for ye are not under

the law, but under grace.®

Thaet does not mesn that merely formication and drunkemmess shall not have dominion over you.
It deoes not mean merely that the vices of the world chall not have dominion over you. I
is just as true of heart sins. It means that envy, Jealousy, anger, malice, pride, selfistmess,
covetousness and worldliness shall not have dominien over you.  This teaching was new and

- startling when Paul recorded our text.

The story of salvatiom is given in a very striking fashion in Panl's letter to the Romans
znd is epitomized splendidly in our text and its context. Salvation includes all of the
riches of the blessings involved in the life of fellowship with Ged inte which He br:.ngs us

by His grace.
I. An Apprehension OFf God!s Grace.

After the Civil War many slaves in remote sectioms conbtinued in their slavery, due %o

the fact that they did nob know they were set free. A knowledge of their freedom was
esgential to its experience. Likewise the child of God mmst know of the glorious liberty
from sin which grace has provided before he can claim that liberby.

The good news of what grace has wrought on our behslf is found in the Bible. From its
pages we shall learn of this precious and all-important truth.

¥or a moment let us consider what it reweals concemmg our natural state. e were
alienated from God. We were the "servants of sin® in practiece (Romans 6:17). TWe were
the Ychildren of wrath! by nature {Ephesians 2:3). There was no good thing in us. We
had no merit befom God, and we ccmld not gain any. :

God hated our sin, but He loved our sculs with an infinite love. So He seni the Son

of His love into the world to be our Sin-bearer. On Calvary's cross Chr:.s'h, the sinless
One, was made sin for us that we might be made the rightecusness of God in Him {II Corin-
thisns 5:21). He was our Substitute that day, enduring the untold agonies of hell to
atone for ocur sin. We cannct magme the terrible anguish of that dark hour. While

His physical suffering was great, it comld not begin to compare with the goryow in His
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heart, We caich an inkling of His grief and hesrtbreak in the ory recorded in Mark 15:3k,
"y God! My Godl why hast Thou forsaken He?®

By virtue of simple faith in Christ's finished 'ﬁerk, the believer has a perfect standing
before God. He is clothed in "the rightecusness of God which is by faith of Jesus
Christ unto all and wpon all them that believe® (Romans 3:22). He is delivered from

the pover of darkness and tramslated inte the kingdom of God's dear Sen (Ga}.ess:;.ans 1:13).
He is reconciled to God and stands holy and uwnreproveble in His sight (Colossians 1:22).
To sum it all uwp, he is blessed with #all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in

Christ® (Ephesians 1:3).

To the blessings of his standing the believer has acéess by faith sccording to Romans
5:2: YBy Whom also we have access by faith into this grace wherein we stand.® FHence,
whatever the believer needs in the way of rightecusness or deliverance is at his disposal.
He bas access to it by faith. Bub bebber still, he has access o the very presence of
God. He may come boldly to the throne of grace to find help in time of need {Hebrews

L:16).

fFor ye are not under the law, Mubt under grace.” Words could not be plainer to tell
that salvation is not of works or of mants merit or of man's morality. Words could
rot be plainer to tell thait salvation is not of law or of man's obedience to law. HNen
are saved by grace, and saved men are wnder grace and not under law. Any nan who is
trusting to what he can do to be saved has a false hope, We are saved by grace and we

are under grace.

The truth of salvation by grace cammot bé separated from the truth of the security of
the saved. I% is here declared that salvation by grace assures the security of the
saved. "For sin shall not have dominion over you: for ye are mot mnder the law, but
under grace‘ﬁ The security of the beliewer is assured in the salvation of the believer.
Securliby is not an addition but a part of salvabtion. It is the assurance of salvatbion.
It is not always the experience of 2 saved man to have assurance of salvation, but it

is always the privilege of a saved man to know that he is saved and can never be unsaved.
The security of the bellever does not mean that he is sinless, bot it does mean that

sin shall not hawve lordship over him, that sin shall not hold sway in his life. What

an encouragement to the believer!

in Appreciation GOf Godis Grace.

As we contemplate what God in His wondrous grace has done for us, gratitude should £ill
our hearts vo overilowing. Horeover, it should be very prac%z.cal, constraining us to
devote our lives tmresewedly to our blessed Lord. This is God's plea for the surrender
of cur lives to Him in Remans 12:1-2: "I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies
of God, that ye present your bodies a ilving sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which
is your reasoneble service. And be not conformed te this world: bubt be ye transformed

by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and accepisble, and

perfect, will of God.?

What was it that caused the Apestle Paul to serve the Lord so wholeheartedly? It was
his gppreciation of God's grace. Listen to his bestimony in IT Corinthians 5:1h~15:
#For the love of Christ constraineth us; because we thus judge, that if ope died for
ali, then were all dead: And that he died for all, that they which live should not
henceforth llve unto themselves, but wnbe him which died for them, and rose again.®

If we find in our hearts a lack of appreciation for God!s grace, the reason is our
forgetfulness of our sin, which includes a forgetfulness of God!s free forgliveness.
The following incident in our Lord's minisiry substantiates this thought.
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Our Lord sat at meat one day in the house of Simem, a FPharisee. During the meal a

' woman entered snd stood at the feet of Christ Jesus weeping. TWith her tears she washed

His feet and wiped them with her hair, Then she kissed His feet and ancinted them with
ointment. She was 2 great simmer, and she realized it, but she also realized that the
Saviour in wondrous grace had forgiven her sin., 5o now she mas manifesting her love

and devotion to her Lord. Simon, the Pherisee, on the other hand, did nothing te manifest
his gratitude, for he did not heve any greititude to manifest. What had the Lord deme

for him? He did not consider himself a simmer, henice he did not feel any need of the
lord's forgiveness. He loved litile, or none at all. With these two souls in miwnd

cur Lord made this significant statement: Miherefore I say unto thee, Her sins, which
are meny, are forgiven; for she loved mmch: bub to whom little is forgiven, the same

loveth little" (Luke 7:h7).
In which ¢lass are yous that of the woman, or that of the Pharisee?

An Appropriation OFf God's Grace.

Grace provides everything we need, and pubs 2ll at our disposal, while faith reaches
forth its hand to appropriate. "By whom also we bave access by faith inbto this grace
wherein we stand, and rejolce in hope of the gloxy of God? (Romens 5:2). Grace has
provided a perfect vickory over sin through the channel of fellowship with Ged. Ey
faith we may enter inbo that great privilege and enjoy constamt and inmereasing victory.

The need of faith is declared in Hebrews 11:6 which says, "Withoubt faith it is impossible
%0 please Him: for he that cometh to God must believe that He is, and that HBe is a
rewarder of them that diligently seek Him," The fact that fellowship with our Lord
insures victory is presented in I John L:7, where we rvead: PIf we walk in the light,

as He is in the light, we have fellowship one with another, and the blood of Jesus
Christ His Son cleanseth us from all sin.t '

With great joy let us enber inte the precious fellowship which grace bas provided. Let
ws open our hearts and lives unto our Lord so fully tbat we may be filled with all the ‘
fulness of God. Then we shall experience the freedom promised in Remans 6:1h: "3in
shall not have dominion over you: for ye are not under the law, bul under grace.”

The measure in which we fellowship with Him will determine the measure of our victory.



