"YIELD YOURSELVES UNTQ GODY

"HKeither yield ye your members as instruments of unrighteousness unto
sin: but yield yourselves unto God, as those that are alive from the
dead, and your members as instruments of righteousness unto God.=®
Romans 6:13.

Matthew Arnold said that the object of religion is conduct. Another
corrected him with the remark that the object of religion is character;
for what a man is is far more important than what he does. But there is
something that is preliminary and essential to right character. We know
that character is built up gradually by conduct. Character is formed by
a process of becoming. What, then, is the secret of becoming? The secret
of becoming what one ought to be is a right condition of the soul, Pre-
liminary to the process of becoming is a right condition of being. Omne
must be right with the Lord before his conduct before men will be what
it ought to be. After one's relationship with the Lord is right his
conduct and his character can be right also. Therefore, vou must begin
with something that comes before conduct and character, namely, the
spiritual condition of the soul. One may be a Christian and yet his
soul not be in the proper condition., The right condition of the soul of
the Christisn is brought about by the yielding of self to the Lord,

As used in this verse yield does not mean capitulation, as in the case of
a defeated soldier who is about to be slain, but rather with the consent
of all that is within him he presents or offers himself for service. This
call to yield yourself unto God does not come to the unsaved, but to those
who have received the lord Jesus Christ as their personal Saviour, Ve
cannot give anything to the Lord that is acceptable to Him until we have
received the gift of Hig salvation., But, having been saved, the call and
.the challenge come to us to yield ocurselves unte God. The emphatic and
startling words, "Yield yourselves unto God," are addressed to Christians
who have experienced the regenerating power of the Holy Spirit, to those
who are alive unto God and know it. This is a very sclemn fact, which
certainly gives ground for searching self-examination, for it implies
that one may be a Christian and know much of divine truth without being
truly yielded to God., It challenges 2ll Christians to enter a richer,
deeper and fuller life than they have known heretofore. If you are a
child of God, you are very precious to Him, and it is tremendously impor-
tant that you yield yourself to Him. Den?!t yield the members of your
body as instruments of unrightecusness, but rather yield them as weapons
of righteousness on the Lordl's side.

I. A Possession.

*Yield yourselves unto God." It is the yielding of the whole personality
te the Lord -- the body, the mind, the heart, and the will., All that we
are, have and can do should be dedicated or yielded to God and devoited to
His service. He made us and has sustained us. Every blessing which we
receive is the fruit of His bounty. Every talent which we possess was
bestowed upon us by Him, '

These words, "Yield yourselves unto God,"™ constitute a call to pergonal
dedication. To you who have accepted Christ as your Saviour, and have
passed from death unte life, Christ asks you to vield yourselves to Him
and to let Him take complete possession of you and contrel all that you
are and all that you have.

IY¥, A Person.
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"Yield vourselves unte God.® Bither we vield curselves to God as instru-
ments of rightecusness or to Satan as instruments of unrightecusness. We
are challenged to yield ourselves unto God as His possession to be used

in His service,

The importance of yielding yourself to God cannot be overestimated. Your
body is the only medium through which your soul can come in contact with
other people. It is the organ of the soul, the means of its manifestation
and activities. That is why the body is spoken of as the instrument of
righteousness or unrighteousness. Unfortunately, many Christians yield
their bodies to Satan and through them he doeg his devastating work. So
many give their tongues to Satar and let him use them to speak that which
is unkind; bitter or false. The feet of many Christians walk in ways
that do not please God, The eyes of many are used to behold sin and to
carry to the heart that which defiles it.

You can yield your body to Satan. Such yielding leads to bitter slavery.
Of course, there are some pleasures of sin to be derived from this yield-
ing to Satan, People would not sin as much as they do if there were not
some pleasures in it. There are pleasures in sin, but the Bible adds a
postscript to this fact in the words "for a season.® Pleasures of sin are
for a season only, Then, they turn sonr, blind you to a clear vision of
God, twist and warp your life, fetter you with habits that you cannot break
essily, leave others hearthroken,; and grieve the loving heart of Christ,

It is cur duty to yield ourselves untoe God. Since ocur Lord has saved us;
EHe asks us to assign to Him the control of all that we are and have., We
should yield te Him and be contrellied by Him, Let Him control ocur Lodies,
our minds, our emoticns,; ocur affections, our wills, our words and ocur
actions. Does Christ have the first place in your heart? Do you love
Him enaugh to give Him His rightful place? He said, "Seek ye first the
kingdom of God, and his ﬂmﬁh+eousneﬁs, and all theqe things shall be
added unto you' {Matithew £:32) Tield your will to the w;ll of God., The
will is the central faculty 0¢ the Imman souly it is that which makes us
what we are. When the will is yielded to God the citadel of mant's being
is captured., It iz in the will that self and Satan enthrone themselves;
it is in the will that the fiercest struggle is made.

"ake my 1life, and let it be
Consecrated, Lord, to Thee;
Take my hands and let them move
At the impulse of Thy love.

Take my feet, and let thew be
Swift and beautiful for Thee;
Take my voice, and let me sing,
Always, only, for my King.

Take my silver and my gold,

Kot 3 mite would I withhold;

Take my moments and my davs,

Let them flow in ceaseless praise.

Take my will, and make it thine,
It shall be no longev mine;

Take my heart, it is Thine own,
It shall be Thy royval throne.
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Lord, I give my 1life to Thee,
Thine forevermore to be;
Lord, I give my life to Thee,
Thine forevermore to be,¥

"Vield yourgelves unto God." How inclusive the gift and how decisive is
the step that is to be takenl! The word M"yield" is in the zorist tense,
signifying an act taken decisively, irrevocably, once and for all. Has
there been such a moment in your life, when you yielded yourself unto
God? When you definitely present yourself to the Lord to be His entirely
and forever, the power of the Holy Spirit will come into your life and
enrich it beyond deseription,

A Purpose.

®Yield yourselves unto God; as those that are alive from the dead, and
your members as instruments of righteousness unto God.® Yield yourselves
as instruments and not as ornaments, YThis surrender will lead to some-
thing. "Yield yourselves unto God as weapons of good fer His own purposes.®
The parpose of this yielding is linked to the person of God. What is the
purpose of God To Whom we are to vield curselves? It is that our bodies’
may be employed in the service of God. We are to yield curselves to God
and to give a prompt and cheerful ohbedience to whatever He commands. Our
best interests are involved in our compliance with Hig blessed wiil., It
is such a pity that so many people seem to think that the Lord is going
to deprive them of some choice blesgings if they yield themselves to Him.
The truth is that the yielded life ig the only one that is really pleas-
ing to God or truly satisfying to ocurselves.

God needs yeur eyes, through which to look vpon the world with compassion;
with a compassion that will care enough to go, to speak, teo witness and
to pray. God needs vour mind, with which to conceive ways by which the
needs of the world can be met. God needs your heart to throb with con-
cern and compassion. God needs your tongue with which to tell what
Christ has done for sinners, and to speak for righteocusness. There are
forces of evil that must be opposed. There is ignorance that must be
dispelled., There are hurts that must be healed., There is bondage to
sin that must be broken. There are souls thalt need to be introduced to
Christ. There is guidance that must be given. There are burdens that
need to be berne. There is 3ll the immeasurable need wrapped up in
that one word, "others." For all of these things God needs you.

The greatest folly imaginable is to refuse to yield te the will of God.
The unrest and friction which prevail in the lives of so many today are
due te their refusal to yield in glad surrender to the will of God. Some
give assent to Christ's claim over certain parts of their lives, but have
dissented from His claim over other parts of their lives, but He rightfully
claims the body, the mind, the emotions, the will and the affections.
Yielding to God makes us alert to the foe and sure of the possibility of
resisting him. The more completely you yield to God in the face of the
assanlts of Satan and in the light of lifets daily duties, tLhe more power
you will receive from God to be true overcomers. The conflict for each
of us will ever be whether God's will or the human will is to be supreme.

#In full and glad surrender,
I give myself to Thee;
Thine utterly and only,
And evermore to bhe.®

Life is to be yielded to God fully, voluntarily, unreservedly and etermally.



IV. A Price,

"Wield yourselves unto God, as those that are alive from the dead, and

- your members as instruments of rightecusness unto God." Yield at a price:
®as those thalt are alive from the dead,” "as men living after deasth: liv-
ing in His Son's risen life.®” Here we have two thoughts ~-~ the thought
of death and the thought of life, In this thought of death there is
semething that is costly., There is that in our lives for which God does
not have any purpose other than that it should die. There is that which
is in essence sin, that which is inconsistent and incompatible with the
character of God. There may be that in your life which has to die. But
remember ocur text speaks of us "as men living after death.,"™ So, there
is a life to be found, as well as a loss to be suffered. The life that
is to be found is a fulness of life, an experience of an adeguacy of
grace that is sufficient, and a transformed life and character which
point others to the Christ Who has saved and sustained us.

To yield my life fully to the Lord means that I tell Him that I am will-
ing and ready to be what He wants me to be, to go where He wants me to go,
and to do what He wants me to do. It means that I present to Him all that
I am, all that I have, and all that I hope to be. This sort of yielding
makes for a joyful life. It also means the enjoyment of an enlarged and
fuller life. We shall discover that God can and will do so many things
through us that we could never do if we kept the contrel of ourselves

and our lives. If you will yield yourself to our gracious Lord, there is
no way of knowing how much He will enrich and enlarge your life for Hig
glory and for the good of others. Complete yielding alwavs precedes

full blessedness. Yield yourself now to the will of God, God wants you
and needs you. It is amazing what God can do through a 1ife that is
vielded completely to Him. Yield yourself to Him and He will bless you
and use you. - fou may say, "L do not have the power to yvield, and that
accounts for your resistance to the will of God. Since it does not take
any strength te yield, obey the command of our text now and "Yield your-
selves unto God." ' :



