HO DIFFERENCE

"For there is no difference: for all have simned, and come short of the glory of
God; being justified freely by Hls grace through the redemption that is in Christ
Jegus,.® Eomang 3:22~24.

Things mundane are different. Politieslly, ecomomically, sciemtifiecally, aducation-
ally, socially, even religiously, men has chenged everything. But seirituvelly, we

are still on the seme level, in exactly the seme place men were at the time Paul wrote.
There are 81l sorte of mentsl distinctions, of social strata, of educational gualifi-
eations, of monetary differentiations, of politicel categories, of nationsl barriers,
but spiritually we are all slike. There is no difference ing~-

I. There Is No Difference Im Men's Need of Salvation.

A11 are slike in their need of salvation, no matter how else they may differ.
Cultured man and ignorant man, rich man and poor msm, meral man and immoral man,
respectable man and reprobete, but all alike need salvation; for God says, 'For
there is no difference: for all have sinned, and come short of the glery of God."
A11 are not equally bad, but all are guilty and have come short ef the glory of
God. -

Sin is a fact of human life, and of human life alone. The lower animals do not
sin, but a1l men sin., Men is the only earthly creature who suffers remecrse for
what he has dope. He is haunted by something vhich he has or has not dome. There
are vast differences between men, but a commen feature of all is the semse that
there is 2 gap between what we are and what we cught to be. The best as well as
the worst are conscious of this gap, or this contrast betwsen "ought" and "is®,

We were all bornm in sin. Philosophize, analyze, psychologize about it all you
please, but God's Word still declares it. We have all sinned in practice. "There
is none righteouws, no, not cne,® "There is no man that sinneth not," UIf we say
that we have not sinned, we meke Him a liar, and His Word is not in us," *If we
say that we have no sin, we deceive curselves, and the truth is not in us.* TYour
own hearts will tell you the truth of this. Your experiences and observations
will verify these truths. Surely ne intelligent, honest-hesrted person would dare
ingist upon being sinlessly perfect. ,

#4711 have sinned.” From the first man who breathed in Eden to the last man vhe
will look on the sun, we are one family, under the rule and protection of one
Providenee, borne down by the same burden and looking for the same "better land."
We are all conscious of ihe same tendeney to do wrong., All are sinmers. We have
yielded ourselves to volumtary sinfulness. There are degrees of wickedness and
guilt, but 211 have come short of the standard.

There is also no difference in the fact that we have all come short of the glory .
of God., The glory of God in this comnection surely means the standards of hely,
righteous living, presented as our rule of conduct, as God's blueprint for our
lives, in the life, the character, the ministry, and the vork of Jesus Christ.
There are many people who take comfort im their own comparative goodness as they
measure themselves by the evil lives of out-and-out simmers or even by the un-
clean lives of back-slidden church members. But this is not the standard, the
measurement, or the yardstick. When we stand before God at the judgment-bar, the
righteousness of the Iord Jesus Christ will be the eriterion of justice, Wkich
one of us has lived as Christ lived? Loved as He loved? Obeyed God as He obeyed
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‘Him? look away from yourself and others to Christ, All come shert of that goal,
Place life by Christ and be abashed, ashamed, etc. _

There is no difference in the punishment for sin., "The soul that sinneth, it shall
die, ™ is the wniversal declaration of God., What a leveler that word is. "The
wages of sin is death,” '

You are a sinner. You have not measured up to the matchless, perfect, gloricus
life of the Son of CGod. You may be a3 good as the begt in this toewn. Tour
life mey be cleaner than any other life, but have you accepted Ghrlst as your
Saviour?

The words of our text are God's deseription of status of all unsaved pesple, and by
unseved ve mean what the Bible means--those who have not received Chrigt as their
Seviour from the guilt, power and comsequences of sin. What is meant by this declara-
tion e .

II. There Is No Difference Tn The Vey Of Salvation.

This way is the same as 211, The way to be saved is to "Believe on the Iord Jesus
Christ", The only way that any can be saved is to teske the one way to 1ife, which
is faith in the lord Jesus CGhrist. "He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting
lifes and he that believeth not the Sen shall not see Iife; but the wrath of God
abideth on him.¥ Believing on the Lord Jesus Christ ig the simple way, the uni-
versal way, ané the only wey of salvation. It is the way of Cod, the way of the
Bible, and the only way for man, ' - o

The lord Jesus Christ hes provided salvatien for all who will believe on Him, There
is a balm in Gilead, and there is pardon om Calvary, for sll whe will svail them-
selves of the matchless grace of God. The blood of Christ will cleanse from all
sin, for all time and eternity, for all those who come unto God by Him., His
precious blood has never lost its power. Its erimsen tide has never abated its
force or lost its fulness. It's just as efficlent today as it was when it flowed
fron Immsnuel's veins,

ITT. There Is Fo Difference In His Willingness To Save All VWho Come Tnto Him,

1. God wanis all men to be saved,

“As I live, saith the Lord God, I have no pleastre in theé death of the wicked;
but that the wicked tnrn.from.hls wey and live.”
"For this is good and acceptable in the sight of Ged eur Sav1eur, whoe will have
all men to be saved, and to come to the knowledge of the truth,”
"The Lord is not slack concerning His promise, ‘a8 some men count slackness; but
is longsuffering to ms-ward, not willing that any should perish, but that 211
should come to repentance.® II Peter 3:9.
There is the very heart of God speaking to our hearts,. i
God wants you to be saved, saved from sin, Satan, hell; saved fer Chrlst and
to heaven.,

If we die in our sins and are eternally lost it is because we have abused the
love of God, refused the mercy of God, and rejected the offer of God.

2, Jesus Christ died for all of ms. -
"He was wounded for our transgressions...bruised for our iniquities, the chas-
tisement of our peace was upon Him, and with His stripes we are healed, All
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we like sheep have gone asiray; we have turned everyene to his own wwy, ete,®

"For God so loved the world, that ke gave his only begotter Som, that who-

soever believeth in him shaﬂlé not perisk, but have everlasiing life." John 3'16.'
Jesus bore the gins of all of us on the tree, His death is sufficient for

all, but efficient to only those who believe on Him, Any soul mey be washed

clean in the blovd. That is greatest news, the best news, and the most in-
‘spiring news in the world.

" 3., The Holy Spirit invites us all to come to Him and accept that salvation.

"Ho, every one that thirsteth, come ye to the waters, snd he thzt hath no money:
ceme ye, buy and eat; yea, come, buy wine and milk without money and without
price.” o ‘ ' o

"Seek ye the lord while He may be found, eall ye wpon Him vhile He is near:
let the wicked forsake hisz way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts; and let
him return unte the lord, and He will have mercy upon hims and to our God for
He will sburdantly pardon.”

%ind the Spirit and the biide ssy Come, And let him that heareth say, Come.
And let him that is athirst come, And whosecever will, let him take the water
of life freely." How could God have made that invitation any simpler, broader,
more inclusive, or more inviling?

Hear the call of the Spirit ss He pleads with you to accept the free bounty

of God's love, the shed blood of CGod's Bon. Turn your beeks on Satan and sin
and your faces toward the Sevicur amd sslvation. Come to Christ now.

Whoscever will may come and take of the water of life freely. He is willing

to save as well as able to save, The vilest simner and the respectable sinner,
'the secret sinner and the open sinner, the learned sinner and the ignorant
sinner, all ney come and are urged to come and take of the water of 1life freely,
If you want to have your sins forgiven, God is willing to forgive you if yom
are willing tc receive His Som as Savieur. If you want to go to heaven, Cod

is willing to take you there, provided you believe on Christ as the One who
loved you and gave Himgelf for you.

. Why does God smphasize the fact that there is no difference in men's need of salva-
tion, or in the way of salvation, or in His wzllmngness to save all who receive

His Sen?
1, Because it humbles human pride.
2. In order to encourzge those who desire salvation to come to Christ to
_ obtain it.
3. For the welfare of those of us who are saved, Iest:ﬂeﬂiméginekthat we were
saved because of some special gocdness that God saw in us.
4. In order that those of us who preach the Gospel and teach it may have me

hesitancy in using the same Gospel for all kinds and conditions of men.
There is enly one way of salvation, for rich or peor, cultured or un-
enltured . 411 people need that Gospel. The Gospel is the power of God
unte salvation to everyone that believeth.



