GOD'S WAY OF SALVATION

o him theai worketh not, bud belisvsth on him thet justifieth the ungbdly, his Ffaith
koned for righisousnsss.® Homens 4315,
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stianity is & religion of grace. Yhe groce principle distinguishes it from sll other
ious systems in ths worid. religions moke dements; Christisnity offers a gifi.

T religions 1nsist on doing: tlenity spesks of recelving. Other religions ouitline
Cthe works thet men must dor Chris revesls = work which God hss done. PResically,
there are just two reiigions:

One of works; the other of foit

One is humen: ihe other is divins,

Cne comeg out of the smddy stresm of himanity; the othsr comss down out of the heart

of God. . o

One says men must do; the other proclaims God has done. _

Une calle on men $o do his best; the othsr proclsims Ged has dons His bess,

Cne is the religion of ; man; the other is the sglvation of God,

One sings: "Somsthing I bring¥; the other sings: *¥othing in my hends

I bring, simply o cling.® _ .

The men of the world simply caznot concelve of & salveiion other then thet achiseved by his
works, but such a salvetion is not sponsored by the Bible. It is & striking faci thet man
prefers the works way to the grace v Grace %e¢lls man thet he can do anothing to samn
sagivation, but that everything hss been dons for hir. Nec one has sver been saved vy any-
thing he di1d. To trust in onsls own works is to rentdiste the work of the Iord Jesus Chrisy,
and thet is & serious offenss.

In our text we hsve God's way of salvetion get forth in & remarksbly clear wsy.

. God addrvessss this passsgs "to him thet worketh not
In this epistie Feul proves that the whole world is gullity befere fGod, thset men hss
no righitsousness of his own, and ithat he is depreved. The first section of the book
iz given over 1o the Tact of zmen's condemnation. Then he $2lls ths sanme wicked, uwo-
godly, unrighteous men how they may be made Just as if they hed never sinned--how they
mey be cleansed from thelr sin and mads righteocus before God.

Peul says thai salvation ivom sim, or Justification, is "{o him thet worksth not.t
The promise of salvailion is never given to those who work, “egardles of what kind of
work may bs meant. "Hot of works lest any men should boesit,

The first thing &1l sinners must know before they can be savad i8 that salvaiion ig
only availsble %o those who do not work., This being True, those who are depending o
thelir ssli-rightecusness, their good moral 1life, their chariteble spirit, their ckurch
membershivp, their baptism, their good disposition, or uwpon their zitemnt %o live up

%0 the Gclden Fule, and to treat cthers as they would be frsaited by others——=zil such
ere making & mistske, becouse God says thai 1t is %o him thait vworketkh nof.? ALl
forme of humen endezvor are excluded so far ss salvation is concerned. The Scripiurs
aye there is only one wey whereby men.czn be saveld and thei is Godis way. God is
telling us here that His offer of salvation is given only to those who do not work

¥ wee& 70t depend Goon our works but upon what Jesus hes dons.
the world when ons reelly trusts Him. Eui you can
rensformetion that comes throvgh salvetion until you

s providion for s=livstion is for those who do not work.
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or selvaiion., Salw

beeis is to meke i1 impossible for multitudes io be qgvea.
Teke, for exam§¢e, n infency; they counot periorm any works. Suppos
the thisf on the cross hed trust in warks, grace met him in the lazst hour and
r .

said, "Todey shelt thou be with me in psradize." Fow sboubt people on their desih~beds?
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It ig too late for them %o do any works. Thus it is very plain thset suck & plan of
selvation would exclude thousands from the possibility of reaching hesven. Paul
~cleerly siated that salvedion is "o him thet worketh not.®

II. Poul tells us whet the requirement for salvation is.

'}

"Eut belisveth on Him th t Justifieth the ungodly.? He ssys rsther then working,
reforming, or turning over s new leaf; rather than going to church or being beptized,
livieg s good moral 1ife ra;ing or reading the Bivle, rether than any of ithese
things, Feul savs, ﬂ&ﬁre is Godls plan of saivetion. Here is ths way whereb ou ¢an
be saved.¥ Hhelieve on Him thet justifieth the ungodly." “For Ty grece ars ye saved

hrough faith; and that not of yourselves: 1t is the gift of God.¥ Do you see it

clezrly? V¥e sre saved by Godls grsce appropristed by our faith. God doss not desire
that we labor and sirive, bubt thet we trust. In Tomsns 3:24 Peul tells us: "RBsing
Justified freely by his greces through the redemption thet iz in Christ Jesus.® Thei
i, we are jJustified 2% no cost to ws; not on the basis of what we have dops or could
do, but absclutely withouit charge. That is because of the love and merey of God
toward us through Christ, though we deserved thes very copposite. Sslvation is promissd
0 .81l who will bellsve on Christ. Some have been church members and have worked
hard for years but heve never experienced the joy of salvetion. The resason is be-
ceuse they havée not come zccording to Godts Word. They haven'!t ftrusisd. They haventi
helisved. They have only worked. Any men who comes to Christ, spart from works,
believing on Him cpn and will be saved. Goi Justifies ungodly people. Hegerdless of
what your sin or pest mey have been, salvation lg offered o you on the ground of,
faith. in the Lord Jesus Christ.
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I11. "His fslth is counted for righteousnsse.”
¥hat is it that Ged zecepss for rightsousnsss? (On what bagis does God declsre & man
?1gnteo 87 Here it is in our text . . . Phis felth is counmied FO“ righteousness. b
Wot his church membership, not his baptism, not his werks, not his moraiity, not hisg
living by the Golden Rule, bubt "his faith is counted for righteousness.? YWould you
be right with God? Then, vou must believe. You must have faith in God,

You may have been brovght up in & Chrd t ian home, in the services of the church, you
may be & good morsl person, you may have lived an exemplary 1life in various ways, you
may be & member of ths church, you mey be respected beyond all others in your community,
but, if you have not coms %o the Lord Jssus Christ on the basis of feith, if you have
not come 28 a sinner, trusiting Him to forgive you, cleznse you, and save you from

your sin, then you are s$till without Cod znd unseaved. Peopls mey respect and admire
¥ou, your friends may thinkz you are all right, but the Word of God dscleres that you
are ungodly end unrzehteous, that if your dis in your present condition vou will die
without God, without Christ, and zo into s world without hope, ending in hell,

guestion of sveryone who is trying to work his way into

T W e sure yor have done enough to entitles you o get in? Heny
nsisting on doing something to save themesives, bubl never yst have I msi
%een eble o tell me: U1 have completed the issk; I haove saved myself.®
e of the universsl uncertainty thei charscierizes this so-callsed wsy of
i 01 s 8511l persist in following it, even in the face of the Isct that it
‘fer no sssursncs im this Iife. On ths othsr hand, I have me$ meny who can

£

ulily say, "I know I am saved, and I hove the assursnce of salvetion in my hesrt.®
:re happy and gled snd free. Vhy %;nxmr around wiith theil which is uncertain vhen
fers someihing thet iz certzin snd sure? To sttempt 10 enier the kingdom of

God by your own efforts or works or merits is to rob Jesus Christ of the gloyy Gf His
Zaviourhood. Ley your desdly doing down end csst yoursell upgon the merits of H

seving gracs. It will work., Come io the Lord Jesus Christ e & lost and halviess
ginnsr snd btrust vour whols salveiion 0 Hin., He justifies ungcdly wmen who coms 1o
Fim, apart from works, and on the basis of faith. Won't you trust Him withoul further

delay?



"Come, every soul by sin op
Thersts mercy with %h

And He will surely give ¥
By trusting in His -

) E
He will seve you, Hs will ssve you

He will save you now.



