I.

LIVING FOR OTHARS

B¥or none of us liveih to himsslf, snd no men dieth to himself.* . Romans 1417,

ners is nothing in the universe thait stends slone. No atom of mignht, no drop of
water, no yarticle of air, and no ray of light exists In 2 state of isolstiom. By
neture man is & socisl being. Ve heve been influenced by pest gensrations, and we
are influencing the present and the futurs generations. "No one of us lives to him=
self, snd no one dies o himself.® All of us sre formed for society, snd are dependent
wpon sach other for vrosperity, menial improvement, comfort and haprviness., Interw

A
dependence is an sbsolute fact,

Influence baffles dafinition. It is the aitmosphere we carry asbout with vs., It is

something that belongs to us end $o no one else. It distinguishes ws from all others.
I 1ire 4o think of influence a3 2 silent somathing thait gees ount from every life like
heat from e fire, or fragrance from a flower, and it gives shape and color to other
lives, :

Phe Reslity of Infiuzence.

From %the beginning to the present hour thers heg been & system of reciprocel plessures
and bensfits, sorrows snd evile working in the affairs of men. Ivery person is
placed on the earth for some good and definite purpose, snd impresses those around
him for good-or evil, There is & vesi difference in the degrees of influence that
men have, bul epéh one exeris some inflivence upon those around him. There is an
invisidle something which radistes from every persomality. It is invisible but resl.
Wo humsn heing ean come into this world without incrsssing or diminishing the sum
total of humen hepypiness. Our influsnce upon others is inevitsble, Hvery men is

& missionary for good or for evil, whéther he iniends to be or not. Ee is sither g
tlot or & blessing, but he cannot be a blank., He is either a light to illuminate or

2 btempest To Ge3iTOV.

1. Involunitaery iniluence,

LY

This is the type of influence of which we are unewars. Thus it is that one man,
without int i or sven & consciousness of the fmet, is ever lesding some other
after him. The influences we exert involuniterily slwsys sgres with our resl
charzctars. If godly, they sre goody if we are ungodly, they are bad. The
door of impvoluntary wenes is always open. Let us noitice some miscellianecus
proofe of involuntary influsnce. '
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(1) The iastvinct of imitation in children. B
We begin our exyerliences, not with =Cis grcuﬁ&ed in judgment -or reason, or
with idess recsived through lsnguags,--but by simple imitsition, and, undsr
theé guidance of this, we lay our fovrdstions. The child looks and listeng,
and whaicver itons of feesling or menner of conduct is displayed zround him, it
gipks into his plastic, massive soul, and becomes ths mold o his being ever
after. His scul is a purely recsptive nasiuvrs, and that, for & considsrable
period, without choeolice of selection. & litsle lster, he begins volwdtarily to
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copy what he sees end hears. TVoice, menner, gelt, sverything wihich the eye
sees,;the mimic instinct delisghte to act over. The litéle £irl sses hsr mother
nurse the beby, and she =usi neve o dollg The boy sese his father &rive the
car, and he musi Loy auiomobils.  And thus we heve & whole gsmeration
of futurs men snd W c ing from uvs thelr begimmings, sznd the despest
impulses of their 1 weteh s, and when we are mesning them nc good

s ar

3 & naconscious of exerulng any infiuence upon them, they are
drawing from ©s imprsssions and mol&s of hebit, which, if wrong, no hesvenly
discipline can wholly rsmove v, if right, no bzd sssociations uitierly dissipal

(2\ The rssgpect of others. _
We nsturally dzsire the spprobation or good opinion of others. Tou see the
strength of this fesling in the article of fashionm. How I=2w people have the
nerve to resist & feshinn |l How meny will violate the Dest rules of society
becsuse it is the prectices of their circlel How many rsject Christ bscause of
frisnds or scquaintances, who hevs no suspicion of the influence thsy ezsri,
and will never have, until the lasi d-y shows them what they have doneld
You cannot reasocnsble doubt thet others are continually receiving impressions
from your charscisr and iife.

2. Voluwniary Iafiuence.

This is the {ype of influence which ws exert rrrpossly or in the endesvor 4o §way
snoilier, o8 ' 23100, bhreastenings '

It is that w r & cial purposs. Spa s
fluence, is & door to the soul bzl we mey open or shub at will.

It is very evident, thexn, thet we cannot live withoul exerting aan infl
vo live in this world is to exert an influence. You cgmnoi live or &
Q

eriing an influence. A1l lives sxert influence-—gfome in small messure, some in large
messure, o be surs, tut influvence neverihelasss. You aske the world beiter or wdirse.

You have a part in peopling heaven or in filling neil.

Cne of the most far-reaching u“lnhs in ths world is versonsl influence. We exert
it whether we wish %o 4o s0 or not. Zobert Burns, the 3Scotch poet, who was idolized
in his time zndé whoss songs sre siill sung sround the wWorld, once paced his hend
on the head of a twelv e-year-old Loy nemed Walter Scoit and seld, Uy desr boy, you
will some day be B : , yes, & greater men than vour father or grandfsther.®

e lad oy expsrience. Yesrs sfterward, when he had

Por the voung led,
tecope & fomous wri
Burns was th

e
a mountain-i
suthor of th a*vnvlv no Juls daeclarsd, "My mesting Bobert
noay life. I felt =n ordination infto literssurs ithe

=nd whetevsr I heve achlsved, I owse it in & large

?
ot from him.“ ?ha “ﬂrsonal contact with Burns iouched
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Bvesry influence of men,
: its gert in shaping the char-
» but it grows. At first, it may

r of f & I i !
bs a 1ittle thing, Tut it incres ses in volume sndmomentwm until it becomes o grest
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Therefore, it behooves

II. The Hesponsibility ¥or Influencs,

¥e are responsitle to God for ocur infivence. We zmsit render an accownt to Him for all
our ihoughts, our feslings, words, end desds sre the menufscturers of influence, and
if we are “asnonszble for the ons, we are most assursdly respopsible for the other.

We ars not only accountable to God for an evil infliuence, but alsso for ezerting an
infinence for good.
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L. Your influence ig wmermenent in its cheracter.

It is bsyond menis poweT 0 recall his influénce. When once & look or word or
deed escapes ons, 1t is beyond-the power of the 1ud1v1dnal to call it back.

When influence is once exerted, it cennot be desstroyed or tmdons. Bvery ach
werformed is writien on the chearscisr of the world arcund us, for gded or for
evil. M"None of wus liveih to himsslf,¥ should be consizntly before cur minds as

restraining memery to-keﬂv‘us from evil, snd an inspiring memoery to chesr us on
o meke the world betitsr than we found it. -

&

As 2 pebble thrown into the waisy ceuses bubbles %o rise and rings of wsvss jo
wesh the shores of the lzke, s8¢ 2 goo ee& czuses bubbles of cheer o rige and
rings of joy io svrround ithe globe, FEvery day we sre exerting sn influence which
most live long aflter we ars gone, snd whether for good or svil, it zurvives ithe
stroke of ée?th ouvtlives ths pulvsrizing 71rocess'of thae grave, sznd will bs found .
working when time bushes snd eternity dewns. Oh, what s sublime and swiul thing
live l anW1nb that our influence will hnever die, let us De carsitvl how we live.

A Qying men, whose 1ifs hed been poorly spent, remerked, "My influence, ok thai

my influence conld be gathered up end buried with me.® Bus, it couwid not be dene.
It was teoo lete; he had mut in mﬂticn sn sgency which he wes entirely powsrless 1o
arrest. Let us be carefnl what infiu nee we lesve Dbehind us.

Z. You inficencs involves other

=] .
You cannct touch enctber lifs without lsaving your mark wpon 1t, aithough it may
never occur to wou thet you ere loing snyohing of the kind. You cannot live &
gofly life without somebody being helped and the world bsing made heticr by it.

III. The Resulis of Influsnce.
YT, Bvil resulis.

Thc sise man s=id, ¥One sinnsr destroyetk much good.® Hver
supply meny illustraziions of this truth. One bad wperson will b
corruption % ¢ whole circle in which they move, How terri
tnose who hen scome the corrupters of cthers! How itsrridsl
t0 propesaie 21l No men cen do wrong and others nct suffe
“a8top with himsslf
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A men once walked with a farmer through a sutiful fizid, when the farmer
saw & 81l thistle on the other side of the ie ce. He climbsd ovar the fence,
igtl ; £l op of the ground. %Is thet your field?!

oW gzid the farmer, "Eed wesds do0 not care much

: lesvs that thistls to bloom in my nsighbors
field, I should scon have plenty in =y own." Bed men are like thistlies.
fhey pey no aitention to fences. They mre & menace L0 the peace and pros—
rzerity of 211 clagses. And the only wey for the Christisn pecoplie in & com—
munity to securs their own pesce snd hepminess is to win them to Christ or
10 shut them up in vrison.
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There 18 & tree which grows on the hill slopes of Chile which the natives

look upOﬁ =8 being possessed of an evil spirit. On verious occesicns innocent
travelers hsve crepbt uwnder the shede of one of these tress during the heat

of tne dzy, and psid for its shede with their lives. After resting under

onz of these tress for a short time the hands and fsce of & travellsr be-

come swollen, =28 in & case of snake—%;te, snd the surface of the skin is
covered with boils. Meny visitors in the vicinity of Velpsraiso have succumbed
to the influence of this poisonoux iree. There sre some men and women 1ike
thet tree. Whosver rests in their shedow is poisoned by the baneful influence
of their evil characters. '

Good rssults. o
Wnat zu influence for good Christisn parents may exercise upon their children,
with far-resching results to the world b :

Many yesrs szgo a young fellow by the name of Wrey, @ student atv Princeton,
applied for sppointzent s 2 forelign missionary. He was = thoroughly good
man, but not very guick in respect io learning, and when he rsached the
field of his TEGSEGCuIV labors he found it difficult to master the leang-
vege. But thoush the simple natives could not undersiand hi: telk, they could
understané his walk. One dzy when they were sested in e circle on the
fround, listening to the instruction of one of their teschers, the guestion
was asnea, %F? is it 1o ve o Christisni¥ And nons could answer. Finally
ons p01nue to the plsce where this young men sab end said, UYIf is to live
M Yrey lives.® Hot one of them could res gospel sccording to
5t w, Merke, Luke or John, . but all could rs he gogpel sccording io
?
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Thére 13 ane_urqument which no uanbeliever hes ever
ni sg powarivi Ior goo” 58 5 godly life fhe infiuvence of
ilLe is 1&? vy for gocd ent ig =8 lasting &8 ¢ ernlsy. The uhlng for w

8 30 be rexl Christisns, llve nsar o God, culitivete & Christ-like
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s ives srs zurse t0 bheza greayb blesaing to others and
uge to the Lord. BResr in amind slwsys thet you sre living not for
s

youraelves, but for God end for thoze who are srouwnd you,

If pur lives have not bDeen 28 we would have them, let us noi givs up to
remorse, Lifels dry is too brief. Ieil us live in ths present, znt ssch,
ty the grace of_Go&, be betisr in the fulure. God help us sgo to live thst
otr influence msy be for the honor and glory of His nsme, znd for the wel-
fere of our fellowmen.-
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