ARMED WITH LIGHT!

"the night is far spent, the day is at hand: lebt vs therefore cast off the works of darknecs,
and let us put on the armour of light." Romans 13:i2,

This subject brings to mind two newspaper items, entirely unrelated in time and place.

Item one came from Greast Britein in World ¥War II., T% reported that the long and frequent
blackouts in British eities, notabiv Ilondon, hed ceused the rats to muitinly to the veint

where they were a serious mensce. & special déy for ret-Killing had to be designated,
Rodent pests had becowe a problem in the absence of light.

Ttem two came from our own country. Tt seems that the police chiefs of American cities
having a populatien of 16,000 or more were polled to see what connection there might be
between crime and inadequate street lighling, In some cases the chiefs reperted that erime
had dropped as much &8 ninety percent when blighted aress were vroperly lighted. The
average estimate of erime reducticn through improved lighiing was foriy-three perecent.

There is danger in darkness: there is safebty in 1lizht. That ancient message needs no
changing. Upon the contrary, it has applications that range far and wide.

Say vhat we will, the Christianity of the Hew Tesitement offers scant comfort to these who
dislike sharp contrasts. It talle sbout the two wayvs: one merrow, ome bread. It describes
the iwo foundations: one of sand, one of rock, It cells off the names of itwo classes:

the children of Ged and the children of the devil. I%t speaks of iwe spheres ef living:

in the darkness and in the light.

In our text we have the contrast between "the works of darkness® and "the armor of light.®
We may sometimes zet them mixed up in eur living as Christians, but from God's poirt of
view they are ummixed opposites, and one excludes the ether. The phrase "works of darimess®
speaks of all thet realm of self-centeredness and evil that is outside the will and corirel
ef God.

On the other haﬁd, the phrase Tarmor of light" stands for that full Christisn diseipleship
in which the will of Ged and the Iordship of Christ are actuelly in command of ocur lives.
Such a2 1life is not necesgarily the sasiest, It ig simply the safest and strongest.

Our concern new is to discover with Paul what is mesnt by oubtiting on "the armor of light.”
I, Meking The Warfare Of Christ Our Own.

Paul snd the early Christians lived in a day when the armed lecions of the Romen Empire
Were everywhere. TFerhaps that is one resson why the fpestle made freguent use of
military illustrations and phrases te deseribe the strenuvoms side of Christian living.
To the Ephesians he sald, "Pult on the whole armor of God."” He exhorted Timothy To
"endure hardness as a good soldier of Jesus Christ.” In his seldierly swan song he
declared, "I have fought a good fight." In all of this Psul took the bleody business
of war and transferrsd it te the realm of the apiritual.

Iet ug get one thing straight: nobedy escaspes fighting. Farthermore, one of the

major tragedies of 1life is thet throngse ef us do our fighting in the wrong sphere and
in the wrong way. How meny of us are engaged todsy in a eivil wer within cur own souls,
fighting ourselves, exhsusting ourselves, destroving ourselves! One man, in a Christian
fellowship e¢irele, confessedr "I am a batbleground between two selves--one a retiring
self, the other a domineering self." What he nreeded wes to let a third and higher

Self, Jesus Christ, take over and resolve the conflict by cancelling out both selves

in the fullness of His Ierdship.

There are others among us who are fighting agsinst peonle. There's conflict with somecne
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in the family. Or there's a Teud or with neighbors. Or there's a baitle against someone
at the office or pléce of business, There is no way of measuring bow much emetion

is wasted in hatreds, resentments and angry explosions by peopie who, instead of
{ighting on the spiritusl front for Jesus Christ, are wearing themselves out in private
battles for petty causes that center in themselves.

Here, then, is the beginning of what it mesns to wear “the armor of light': 4o nake
Christ's warfare our own.

Meking ihe Way Of Christ Cur Own.

Like most of the utleranmces of the Holy Seriptures, these saered words are illwninsted

by their context. Ir verse thirteen Paul seye, "Let us walk honestly,” mesning "let

us eonduct ourselves becomingly.¥ He thep tells us, negatively, what thie avpropriate
way of living is. He assures us that it is net the way of "revelling and drunkenness.®
Obviously, then, it is the way of self-discipline and sebriety. Paul's deseription

of Christ's way of 1ight goes further: "not in debauckery and licentiousness.” Obvieusly
then, the way of Christ is that of purity and chastity.

Christians are to be decent and chaste for Christ's sake, Those who are net Christians
should also be decent and chaste for the sake of health and hampiness—~both their own
and ether people's—-since these soelal virtues sre proven safegusrds of ecommunity welfare.

Peul's description of the way of light goes on to embrace one more ceupleﬁ: "net in
guarreling and jealousy,” or "not in sitrife snd envying.® Obvicusly, then, the Christian
way is that of pesceableness and econtentment,

The way of gelf-diseipline and sbbriety, the way of purity and chastity, and the way
of pesceableness and contentment--that iz Ghristls way of light that we are to make
oUr OWR.

Mpking The Weapons Of Christ Our Own.

It is & strange spectacle wher the children of light wear the armor of darkness and
fight with Satan's weapoms. Vhen the soldiers of Christ harber the very spirit they
are to fight, it is no wonder that their warfare does not have any conquests, and that
they spend their strength in vain. It is tragie when we vermit the indwelling things
of darkness to infest and weaken our powers.

Iet us now single owbt three weapons, namely, love, comsistency and fellowship.

Take the first, If you are going to be armed with light, Peul insistes that you must

have the wespon of love. "Owe no men anytking, but to love ome another: for he that
loveth another hath fmifilled the law” (Romans 13:2). UThou shalt love thy neighbor

as thy=elf' (Romans 13:9). "Iove worketh no 111 to his neighbor: therefore love is

the fulfilling of the law" (Romans 13:10),

Christ's soldiers are not armed as the world's warriors are. The world's captains

are armed with shrewdness, with forece, with cruelty and with revenge. Christ's
gseldiers are armed with love. The result is that often they avpear to fail, to be
defeated and humiliated, just as their Iord was on the cross. Yet, strangely, vietory
rises stralght out of their seeming defeats.

Years ago, on our eastern seaboard, a lot of Delaware Indlans were gathered by some
helf-intoxicated soldiers inte a Moravian Chureh for a speeial meetinz. The whole
thing proved to be a dastardly brick by the seoldiers. The doors of the church were
iocked and the church was set afire and burned. Other Indisns of the tribe went on

the warpath., Christianity had done this to their relatives and tribesmen, they thought,
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gso it was only matural for them to become furicus. Bubt the daughter of the chief,
herself a Christian, went among them, sang hymns to them, prayed for them, taught for-
giveness to them and won them to a saving kneowledge of Christ. As a wespon, love ig
tremendously powerful.

Uist vs walk honestly, as in the day." In other words, "let us walk becomingly," or
“Tet us walk consistently." When the spirit of revivel stirred a small group catheved
for heart-searching, one man said, "I'm a counterfelt; T can glve a§v1ce, but I don'd
live it." Many are like that. £11 must let God re-equip us for living im the light.

A third weapon is fellowship. While this word does mot appear in connection with our
text, its meaning certainly does. We must not overlock the force of the plurals in
our lesson. It does not say, "Iet me put on the srmor of light," bult it does say,

"Iet us put on the armor of light." Tlet us therefore cast off the works of darkness.™
"let us put on the armor of llmhi % Alst us wallk honestly."

God would have us tec see that the darkmess of this world is ecrganized, It is darkness

in conepiracies and combinations end vile confederacies. Trankly, you and I cannot

- gtand wp to it aslone. We need each other. The federation of the unholy needs to be
met by the fellowship of the righteous.

Christians who are ihelined to Ygo it alone’ szre not wise. We need the fortifying
ministry that comes from cormon worship, common burden-bearing, common stewardship

and common service. Imve we thzt gense of resnonsibility for learning how to tell
others zbout Christ, so thet we are stimwlating our fellow Christians and belng stimu-
lated by them to get out and shere with those who sre unsaved the glerioms faith we
profess? Our commnity of sction aleng these lines is a powerful weapen. What no

one of us can accomplish alone, mumbers of us can do if we will pray and work together.

FHote this wonderful expression: "Pub ye on the Iord Jesus Christ." This exhortation
of the Holy Spirit is full of significant meaning. Ch, for grace teo learn how to

do it and %o be willing to de it! Wrap yourself up im Christ, He is everything you
need, He has everything you can ever require. Submit every faculty, every capaclty,
every t2lent end every possession to Hm, Submit all that youn are and have to FMim,

and delight to own His superior right and rcygl elaim te youn. Yield yourself completely
to Him ard you will find that vew will no longer be defeated, unholy, irritsble or
despondent, but that you will be clesnsed, blessed, empewered and itriwmphant. Properly
armed with light, we shall be able to win the victory over the world, the flesh and

the devzl. "Put on the armor of lipght" is an approoriate battle-cry for each and every
Christian. BEven though yom are saved, vou will never have the strength to perform
vour Cod-given duties, exeept as vou receive it from the lerd. Go te Him for the power
which you will need every day that you live en this earth. He will pever fail you.



