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of holy writ to fint thel we are beings of intluenece., Ve cughit then o
remember that we a®s rsgponsible to Ged for our influence. We must rende:
an sccount For all eur thounghis, feelings, words, and aecis. these thought
feelings, words, end acts are the manwfacturers of influencew-and 1if
responsible for the one, we are responsible for the other. We are not on!
responsible to Ged for an evil influence, but we are resgponsible to Him !
we do net exert an in¥luense for good.

Every perscn is & migsionary new and for ever, for good or Tor evii, Tkt
whether he or she intencs orf designs it or not. One may be a blet, radi-
“ating a dark iniluence to the very circumference of sogliely; or one may B
o blessing, spreading a benedietion over the world; but = blank oxe sanny’
he. There are no moral blanks; and there are no neutral characters. Tow
influence will either bless or bligzht.

Knowing that we are sbsolutely responsible for our individual influence,
think we ought fto remember that owr influence -~

1. Is permanent in its eharacter

When influence is once exerted, it ecannct be destroyed or undone.
Every sot performed is written on the charseter of the worlid around
ug, for good or evil, in the grand progress of our existence.

The great poet of Scotland, HRoberi Burng, on his dying bed expressed
the wigsh that he eould have reealled some of the foelish things that
ke had written. But it wae too late. Better far to leave the wrong
andone than afterwards to regret the doing of it. "Hone of us livelh
to himeelf,” should be sonstantly before our minds as a resgtreaining
memory te keep us from evil, and an inspiring wemory e sheer us on
to moke the world betier than we found it.

Every day we are exerting an influence whiech must live long after we
are gone, and whether for good or evil, it survives the sirocke of
desth, outlives the pulverizing presess of the grave, and will be
found workxing when btime hushes and eterunity dawns. OChi what a sub-
lime and awful thing to live! Knowlng that influenee never dles, let
ug be careful how we live.

4 veung nobleman found himself in a 1ittle village off in Cormwall.
Tt was a hot day, ané he was thirsty. Ile rode up and down the sirest
seeking & place where something stronger than water sould be had. #%
1ast he stopped, and made impatient imguiry of an old peasant who was
aon his way home after a day of teil; "Hew is it that I ean't get a
glass of liguor anywhere in this wretehed village of yours?" bhe de-
manded harshly. The old men, recognizing his questioner as a man of
rank, pulled off his cap and bowed humbly, but neveritheless there was
g proud flash in his faded eyes 25 he snswered guietly: THy lord,
something over & hundred years ago a man pamed John Wesley cawme to
these parts.” And with that the old pessant walked away. —

//ﬁlt was & striking remark of a dying man, whose 1ife had been poorly
gpent, "My influenece, oh that my influence eould be gathered up and
buried with me.” It eould not be done. It was too late; he had put
in motion an sgeney which he was aliogether powerless to arrest. Let
ug be earveful what inflivence we lesve behind us.
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Z. Invelves others

You cannot toueh anolther 1life without lesving vour merk upon it,

e
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though 1t may never ogeur to you that you are doing anyihing of the
kind. You cannot live a pure and righteous 1life withoul somebody
being belped and the world belng made better by it.

T1T, The Reguliits of Influence.

1'

Evil results

The wise mar sald, "One sinner destroyeth much good.”™ Everyday ex-

perience will supply many illustrations of this truth. Oue bad man

or woman will be a genter of sorruption te the whole eirele in which
they move. ©One bad boy often corrupis a whole sehools How terrille
is the guilt of those who have beecme the corrupters of pthers. How
terrible is the power of evil %o propagate itselfl

A little cloek in s jJeweler's window in & certain Western town, stops
ped one day for half an hour at fifteen wminutes of nine. School
ghildren, notieing the time, stopped to play, people hurrying to the
train, looking at the cloek, began to walk lelsurely; professgiocnsl
men, rushing to mest sppointments, saw the tlme and walked slower;
business men, afiter g look at the elock stopped to ehst & minute with
prne ancther: working men znd women noted the time apd lingered a IT1LE!
longer in the sunshbine; and all were late besause one small elosk hac
stopped. Hever had these people kuown how much they Bad depended
apen that elecek, t111 it had led them astray. Hany are thus uncon-
selously depending upon the influense of Christians; youw may think yo
heve no influence, butl you eantot go wrong in ope litile aet without
leading others astray.

There is an 01d story of a vessel sailing from Joppa, whieh carried s
pagsenger who cut & hole in the side of the ship beneath his berth.
When the men of the ship exposbulated with him:  "What doest thou, oh,
miserable manT™ the offender ealmly replied: TWhat matters it to
vou? The hole I have mede lies under my own bertb.”

PFut our race iz so interwoven thet no man ean do evil and his fellows
net suffer. FEo man'g actions stop with himgelf.

A man was once walking with a farmer through a2 beautiful field, when
the farmer happened to sge a tall thistle on the other side of the
fenee. In a second, over the fenee he jumped, and cut it off elosze
te the ground. %Ig that your field?" asked bis companion. ¥Oh, nol’
said the farmer, "bagd weeds do not care mush for Tences, and 17 I
should leave that thistle to bleem in my neighbor's field, 1 should
scon have plenty in my own.”

Bad men are like thistles. They pay no attention to fenees. They
are 3 mensee Lo the peacs and prospsrity of all elasses. And the onls
way for the virtusus and good in a communiiy to secure their own petes
and hasppiness is to wip the sinpsrs to Christ or to shut them uwp in
prisons.

There is o tree whieh grows on the kill slopes of Chile which the
natives look uwpon as being possessed of an evil zpirit. On varicus
ceeasions lonoeent travellers have crept under the shade of one of
these treez during the heat of the day, and psid for its shsde with
their lives. After resting under one of these treseg for s shert fime
the hands and face of a traveller becowme swollen, ag in a case of
snaxe-bite, and the surfage of the skin is sovered with boils. Hany
visitors in the vicinity of Valparsise have succumbed to the influcnae
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