THE GREAT WHITE TFRONE JUDGMENT
Bevelation 20:11.15

No intelligent person can examine the movements of nature, znd trace on history!s pages
the movements of nations, or experience the gquiver of his own conscience, withoul being
convinced that there ip an eternsl law eoperating from the throne of God which hasg brought,
is bringing, apd will bripg men face to face with judpment. o honest perscn can deny
the great law of reward ané venmslty, It is In mstuwre. Tt is in life. It is written

on the statute books of our govermment. It is wriiten on the biue ecancpy of God. It

is written in the human comscisncs.

God's infallible word testifies to the fact of mem’s persomal accountability to God.
Aceording to the seriptures, znd they are our only scures of information and authority,
there are yet te be different judements, with different subjects to be judged, at different
times, in different places, on differvent bases and with different results., Unfortunately,
some people, who are either umiaught or mistaught, are under the impression that there
will be ome great general judgment, st which time all who have ever lived, the righteous
and the wicked, the saved and the unsaved, will be gathered before the throne of God and
judged according te thelir works. Such will not be the case, as a careful study ef the
sceriptures will reveal to any wnprejudliced verson. -

Of the judgments which are to come, T have speken previously about the jndpment of the
saints, under the title "The Judgment Seat Of Christ." Now, we shall consider "The Greab
White Throne Judgment,® whick is described im the twentleth chapter of The Revelatien.

It will be the final judgment.

I. VYhen Will The White Throne Judement Teke Place?

The Great White Throme Judgment will tske place ome thousand years after the first
resurrecticn or following the milleniwm, "But the rest of the dead lived not again
until the thousand yeers were Tinished" (Revelation 20:5). The Great White Throne
Judgment will fellow the second resurrection, or the raising of the wicked.

II. VWhere Will The White Throme Judpgment Teke Tlace?

The scene is laid somewhere in space, apart from the heaven and the earth, "Apd T
saw a grest white threone, and him that sat on it, from whose face the earth and the
‘heaven fled away; and there was found ne plsce for them" (Revelation 20:11). It will
be one of the most terrible snd swe-inspiring scenes upon which human eyes will ever
gaze,

ITI, Who Will Be The Judge On The White Throne?

The righteous Judge who will sit om the Great White Throne will be none other than
the Son of God. "For the Father judgeth no man, but hath committed all judgment umto
the Son® (John 5:22).

IV. Vhe Will Be Judged Before The White Throme?

A11 of the unsaved of 211 the ages from the first Jost person to the last individusl

dying withowt Christ will be judged at the Creat White Throme. Not a single Christian
will be judged there. Jesus Christ hes been judged already for the sims of God's
children, 411 who trust in Chrisi are forgiven, snd their sins sre bletted out.

Those who aeccept the price wkich the Iord Jesug vaid for thelr sims will not come

into condemnation, ™erily, verily, I say urnte you, Pe that heareth my word, and
believeth on him that sent me, hath everlasting life, and shall not come into condemmation
but is passed from death unte life? (John 5:22%.
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No believers in Christ will ever stand before the Great White Throme to be judged.
They will have been with the lIord one Thousand years preceding this judgment of the
unsaved, "Blessed and holy is he that hath part in the first resurrection: on such
the second death hath ne power, but they shall be priests of God and of Christ, and
shall reign with him a thousand yesrs” (Revelation 20:6).

He saved persen will ever be judged at the White Throne. Therefore, it would be a
colossal error for a believer to promise to meet his saved friends at the White Throme.
That will be the mesting-place of the ungodly of 211 the ages. From the graves of
every lemd, from the graves of the islands ef the sea, snd from the seven seas, the
bodies of the wicked deszd wlll be resurrected to be united with their spiriis in order
that they may stand before Christ in judgment. It is a judgment of the "dead," and

at this tinme all of the children of God will have been resurrecited z thoussnd years
before.

At the White Throne Judgment both "the small and the great" will stand before Christ.
No pertiality will be shown by the righteous and perfect Judge. In His presence the
great and the small will be treasted alike., Ever remember that "white® denotes justice
and purity. Because of His spotless purity Christ will administer absolube justice
te &ll who appear before His throne.

What Is The Purpeose Of The White Throne Judgment?

The purpose of this jndgment'will not be to determine whether veeple are saved or
lost. That is determined only in this 1ife., The moment a person diee his destiny
is sealed for all eternity. There is no opporiunity fer salvation afier death.

The purpose of this judgment will be merely to azcertain the degree of pumishment
for the wicked, This judgment will determine the amount of punishment that will be
neted out to each individual. There are degrees of punishment for the wgedly, just
as there are differences im the rewards given to believers.

What Will Be The Basis Of The White Throme Judgment? -

A1l who appesr at the White Throne will be judged "accerding to their works.™ "ind
the sea gave up the dead vhich were in'it; and death and hell dslivered up the dead
which were in them: and they were judged every man according to their works®
(Revelation 20:13). Tn this passage God speaks as if it were accomplished already.
That ig undersiarndable when you recall that with God there is no yesterday or tomorrow,
but only ene ever-pregent now. He knows everything about the future as well as He
does abeut the present. '

Those who appear before Christ at the White Throme will be judged according to what
they have done with reference to the Son of God. 1If they have heard the gospel of
Christ and then have rejected the Saviocur, their punishment will be far more severe
than that of those who have not heard it at all or only cceasionaliy., This is onme
thing vhich is to be understood by the expression, ™hey were judged every man according
to their works.® The rejecters of the Christ and His wonderful saivation must

answer for their crime. They are lost becamse that is their conditien by nature,

and they have deliberately amd willfully refused ¥the gift of God" which is eternal
1life in Christ Jesus our Iord.* They have "trodden mnder feol the Son of God"

(Hebrews 10:29). :

What Will Be The Result Of The White Throme Judgment?
Every ome who appears at this judgment will be condemned on his own record, Thus

every mouth will be stopped because of personsl guilt before God. Those who appear
before the Great White Throne will be speechless. They camot complain sgainst God
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becauss He loved them and sernt Christ to die for them. They cannot complain against
Christ because He died for them., They c¢sanot complain agaimst the churches which
have preached the gospel to thex. They will have remained in their lost comdition
by persenal preference., The reason for their appesring befere the White Throne will
be their personal refusal te accept Christ as Saviowr.

All who refuse to trust Christ or accept Him as their personal Saviowr will spend
eternity in hell, and they will orly be receiving their proper wages or getting what

is their due. 4&s eertainly as there are degreess of sin, there will be different degrees
of vunishment in hell, Some will suffer im hell more than others, depending on

the opportunities they rejected and the sivs they commitied. A child whe comes %o

know that he is a lost siimer and continues to rejeet Christ as his Saviour and dies
ungaved will certainly go te hell. But how much heavier will be the punishment of

the wieked man of many years, who after grest enlighterment and many opportunities

te aceept Christ as his Ssviour, persisted in his rejection of every offer of mercy

and salvatien!

Unsaved friend, remember that one day the ecurtsain will be rung down on time, the
wheels of imdustry will step, the places of smusement wlll be deserted, the dead will
come forth from the earth and the seas, and you will be ushered into the presence

of Christ the Judge. There yon will face the record of your sins. There and then
vour sentence will be proncunced, and youw will be consigned to anm etermal hell. Won't
you avoid the White Throne Judement and the horrers of hell by receiving Christ as
vour Saviour and thereby having vour name written in the lemb's book of 1life? Fot
only receive Christ as vewr Savicur, but confess Him, live fer Him and serve Him
faithfully to the end of life's way.



