A SERMON IW A HAME
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"I mov thy works, and where thov dwellest, evern where Satan's seat is: and thou holdest
fast my neme, and hast not denied ny faith, even in those days wherein Antinas was my
faithful mariyr, who was slalin among you, wheAe Satan dwelleth." Revelation 2:13,
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Biogr ohy is perhaps the grestest of all teachers, Ue learn guickest and best from examples.
That is the reason that the Gosnels ua%en i “o larzely with incidents from the 1ife
f the one perfect Man. That iz whb turn bo thenm sgsin and again and find 2 perennial

interest in them. Christ did not & comolote ethical system, but He lived
a perfect 1ife, and then said, do as you have seen me do. I have given you an

example thai you should walk 1ﬂ ‘;';“~3¢ i mhc$

» gives the key to a man's cheracter,
or tone and color to his Iife, :
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¢ Testament, was Pergamum. This
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ted for its idoletry. Temples to Jupiter, Minervs,

us adornad - city, Tt was to the last named of these

nes was g 1, Assculapiuvs, the god of mediecine, was
the form of & serpent, and the ﬁarshlp degenerated

i with the worst forms. of Iilecentious indulgence.

That city, which is not mentione where in 43
iiiustrions eity, the cepitel of
history. Iong before the Chrisiisn
the Romen Proconsul. The city wss
Apollo, Venus, Bacchos and Aesmcu
that the deepest homage of the Pe:
the patron deity. He was worsh
into corruption. It was associs
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sries, consisting of some 200,000 rolls,
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on of that famove libravry, which was

In Pergsmm was one ¢f the world's
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or books to Alexanderia, to be added to the eolle
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Pergamm wag a ity of power, Romen auvthority, i of great inicuity. In the midst of this
wicked city, this seat of Roman nower,. this cen of Greek culture and idoletry, this cathedrs
city of paganism, there wasg z New Teatament church. We do not know who established the

church, We know nothing of its esrly history,

try, its leszning end its medical sclence, the eiily

f the worst. Multitudes flocked to the amphitheater
thronged the temple of Venus with its
licentions rites; and still otherc went to the baihs by the temple of Aesculspius, where
the serpent was worshiped. But wre were 2lsc & Tew men and women who were meeting in s
seciuvded place to worship God. ﬁﬁw cneouraging that in such a c¢ity of vice, sensualily and
godlessness Christ had a band of faithful goldiers who unfurled His benner and battled for
His truthi '

Distinguished as it was for its idola
was, from a Christian Q%anépoint one 0

to view the bloody spectacles of the arens; others
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Prom the first the werld has soucht to vanoulsh the church in one of two ways: either to
destroy it by persecuiion or to corrupt it by patronapge. 13 hasg tried to extorminate

Chrisgtiang by puatting them o dbﬂkh, and when thal atbenpt has failed it has attempted to
take the agzressivenessz out of their Christianiiy by beguiling them into ite fashionsble
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sing or temputing them into self-indulgence. If they could not be thrust out of the world,
they might be amslgamated with the world, If they would not yield to its versecution, they
i .

© be won by its flattery. If they did not fear its violence, thev might be couried by
Triendshin, Of these two methods the latter is by far the more insidious.

nig
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In the message gent to Pergamum the first thing about which they received asssursnce weas
that their environment was known, HNo fair estinste of any life can be made unless environ-
ment be teken intc account. We know, of course, that enviromment can be overstressed or
wrongly stressed; we know also that it can be made an excuse for weslmess and failure; but,
making allowance for all this, emviromment has much to do with the shaping of cherscter,

It ie not all the truth, bub there is truth in the obzervaiion that we are vhat we are
because we are where we are,

It is possible to be a Christian snywhere. Pergemum was the place where Satan's throne

was, bul there were Christians who held fast to Christ's name and 3id not deny His faith.
Christianity is not a thing of loeality, but of charscter. It ecan live wherever & man

can live, It consisis in the loyalty of the heart and the alleglance of the 1ife to Christ,
and these mey be maintained anywhere. The grace of God can live where neither vou nor I
can. N

Inasmuch as a man can be s Christisn anywhere, we must not be prejudiced agsinst s man
because of the losality in whieh we find him. BEver the Iord Jesus came out of Nazareih,
end we know how near Hathaniel was to msking s fatzl mistske regarding Him by igsnoring the
princinle on which I am now insisting, Test 2 man by what he iz, rather than by where he
gomes from. The guestion is whether or not he is serving Christ.

Since it is possible for one Yo be s Christian anywhere, then we ought not to excuse
ourselves Tor our lack of Christianity by vleading the force of circumstences, or the nature
of our business, or the character of the plsce in which we live. How often do we hear

one sayipg: "It is no use trying to be a Christian where I amy® "I am sorry, but under

the present cirecumstances I cannot keep Trom doing thus and so." Bubt it iz never necessary
to do wrong, Most snybody will *ry to excuse himself for doing wrong by saying that he
could not help it.

It is harder to be a Christian in some places then in others. Some places and circumstances
are more favorable for the development of Christisn character than others. The Iord knows
this and will estimste our work in the light of cour oppertunities. EHe sgeid, "I lmow thy
works, and where thou dwellest, even where Ssotsn's seat is. You observe the works ars
estimated by the loeality. We may be sure, therefore, that, if we are in a hard place,

He will give us grace sccording to our nesd, and strength sccording tc our day. He will
not fail us nor forsake us. The grealter the difficulty which we overcome in the maintenance
of our Christianity the nobler will be our rewsrd.

A name comes inte thisz sermen here. "Antivss, my feithful meriyr, who was slain among
vou, where Ssten dwelleth.” This one mention of his neme cpens & door of imagination and
rich thought, Since he had a Greek nsme, we shall assume that he was s man of educstion
and scholarship, perhaps the custodian of that great library at Pergemum,., Ferhaps one
evening, on his wsy home from the library, he saw z group of people standing in the shadow
of one of the temples, and a man was addressing them in esrnest sveech. TUpon stopping %o
ligten, he heard words that were mew Lo him and they aroused his interest. The Word of
God found lodgment in his hesrt, and eveniually he became a Christian. BTe was destined

to be one whe wsg singled out by Christ and nsmed ag Hig faithful meriyr.

Antipas was a believer in Christ. Even in his ssteanic enviromment, he loved a true and
heautiful Christian 1ife, The Chrigtiasn 1ife can reveal its bheauly snd shed its fragrance
under every condition and circumstance,

Antivpas was a faithful Christian in spite of worldly loss. One cen visuslize the prefect
or consul calling him before him and saving, "Antipas, what is this I hear zbout vou rumning
around with those wretched peovle of 'The Way,! those missrable Chrigtians??
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PTE iz true,® answers Antipas. "I am s Christisn.®

"But do you not know," says the consul, "that they are mnder susnicion, that they ar
chargsed with being in cousniracy awalmqt the empire? That they vractice sszerel shominstions
in their night meetings?® '

it ig not +rue, I have

Higs says Antipas, "I know that charge hag beer mads: but T,
abhle men and women.

3 3
found them to be loew-abiding, hard-working, falthful and hone

"ell, " zays the congul, "whether it iz true or not, Anﬁtvqs, vou camot hold the imvortant
post of librsrdian in tﬁlh, almost the most Tamous lidrary of the world, and at the same
time run around with thoge Christians. You will have to choose, 1nﬁi“a;5 between this

pogt with all its honor and d1st1nczlong and the fine lzawng which It glves wou, and thes
Christiens and your Christ as vouw c2ll Hin."

T have chosen,™ says Antipes. ¥1 will be faithful to Christ.™

Dismissed from his post, and with g family deperndent upen him, Aintipas faces the world

anew, His lovalty to Ghrlq has cost hinm scmething, So it is todsy, there ars things which
the true Christian wll* not ﬂo,, There sre customs to which he will not bow; and beczuse

he will not, he will &till euffer 1akk.

intipas was a Christlsn st the plaee vhere Sgisn dwelbt, Perhaps more people are losughed
ané scorned and ridiculed oul of deing their Christian duty twun are frightensd ouwt of it
by perzecution., It will often requs more couragre te be peinted eul as peculisr, as old-
faghionad and strait-laced then it Jdoeg to face physdeal nersecuﬁlon.
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Tmagine a group of Antipss'® friends stopping at his door and qaylnp, Mntipas, there iw
going to be a great show at the Greek theater topight. Thousands will be there. We ar
going to raise money io vrosecute the war sgainst the savage Gﬁlatians. Some of the fa mous
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Roman gladiators sre going to fight, and there will be dancing and thestricsl exhibitions
by celebrated beauties snd dsnecers from Bome., You can't afford to miss it. HFven 1T you
don't care for the show, we are sure thalt you will go for the sske of peiriotism. After
all, you Y¥now that this is a very worthy canse. "

T T

But to their surprise Aptipss answers, "I cannot go with you. This is the Ilord's Day,
and even 1f 1% wsre not the lord's Day, I would not go with voun.®

"The lord's Dayl" they said, "What iz thati®
}r o 2
"It is the day on whick my Iord and Saviour rose from the dead. I am a Christian,”

t," they said, "ou a Christisn! Have vou joined that wretched band of slaves,
artisans and released crimlinsls??

"Yeg; I am a Christianl"
MHell, " they said, "we wlll not argue with you longer. VWhen you go to your meeting in
thet cave with that misersble crowd, vou can think of us down at the Greeck theater and the

great show going onj but thers in thal ecave you will be with tThaet blind begeir, and 3
couple of the slaves of the prefect, and two or three others.”

Wieg!l™ replied Antipas, "but there is One Whom you have forgotien.”

T tha o { T G, 4 T34 o
"He do the Son of Godl I ghell be in His company.®

Peithful to Christ in spite of persscution. One day one o
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Priends on the staff of the library ceme to him secretly, snd said: "Antipas, while
wae resting after the bath at the tewple of Aesculapius this afternoon, T heard one of the
men say to his companions that you were going to be accused tc the prefect ss an athelist
and as a rebel asgainst Caesar. OF course, that is hecause they know you are a Chrigiian,
Remembering vour kindnmess to me whern I worked with you at the library, I thought I would
come and warn you.o

o b

3

Antipas 434 not make any change in his habits. When his hard work had ended the next day,
end he had his frusal supper, he went again to the cavern on the hillside where the
Christians met. They were in the nidst of one of their hymns when angry volces were
heard outsi

e. PRomsn soldiers, under the command of a centurion, asked for Antipas,
When he rose up to identify himself they seized him and carried him off %o the nrigon cell
under the geais of the amphitheater, :
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The next day a great throng assembled. Antivas was led out of his dark cell inte the \
dazzling sunlight of the arena. Two soldiers brought him over to the wall under the
canovied seai of the prefect. 4 clerk read the churge ageinst him: WA Chrigtian, 2
rebel against Caesar, an atheist who would overthrow the religlon of the gods," HNear
hntipas stood a heathen altar. The prefect said to Antipas: ™11l you rencunce Chrisgt,
urn incense on the altar, and bow before the imnge of Caesar?” Antlpas answered: "T
cannot burn incense on the altsr. I cannol bow tc the image of Caesar, I bow only to
God, I zm a Christian.' TImmediately the amphithes shook with the shout which socon was
to be sc familiar in all the arenss of the Romen warld: "Christiancs ad leonesl!¥--"The
Christians to the lionsl®

Antipas was led to the eenter of ‘the arens, which 21l the attendants vacated, 4 sliding
door was raised from one of the subberrsmesn cages at the lower end of the arens, and wo
Famizhed Tions Tushed forth. Scon it was 21l over. The hooting mob dispersed to their
homes., In the midst of the arens were just = few bones and a torn, blocdsteined robe.
The murderers thought, e are dome with that pestilential fellow; we have silenced hig
tongues we have put an end to his wiltnessingy we shall not hear any more sf him, We can
now go home and sleep in peace for a dead man does not tell any tales. ™ ‘

Are you sure sboud thet? Did you never read, "He being dead vet speaketh®? The Iisping
tongue often becomez eloquent after death, and he one dead nzn mightier than a whole
battalion of living ones. "The blood of the martyrs ls the seed of the church." Avpproximatel;
nineteen centuries have gone by and Pergamum is etill pilloried before the world bhecause

of the murder of thst saintly man. It cannot get rid of those bloed stains. For ever

they will remsin upon the city's charter as an indelible disgrace.

Christ has immorialized him in one single sentence, "Antipas was my faithful mertyr." He
was 2 man who fesred God more than death; a man who never flinched; a men who deemed it
better to be a dead hero than a living coward., Nineteen centuries after he gave his 1ife
for his Fsith his neme still lives, This is true because in a wicked city ke bore his
testimony and witnessed for Christ by living the 1life of a saint, and dying the death of

z mariyr. He thus caused his neme to be honored on esrth and in heaven. Hot only is there
divine approval expressed in the words of Christ, "y faithful mertyr,” but also much
affection. Whet praise! What sn honor to hsve such mentlon, by such lips, before men and
angels! Did Antipas regret his fealiy to prineiple and loyalty to Christ? A4 thousand
times, "Nol®



