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ARMAGEDDEN AHEAD

"And he gathered them together into a place called in the Hebrew tongue Armageddon.”
Revelation 16:16.

‘Few people seem to realize that the difficulties and distress of nations since 1914
including wars, revolutions, famines, pestilences, the rise and fall of nations and

the return of the Jews to Pelestine attended by the oppesitien of the Arabs and others
are deseribed in the Word of God as signs of the approaching return of Christ to establish
a pew order, Many world leaders believe that a reign of peace and a warless world can

be realized by the adoption of their plams which leave God out and repudiate the return
of Christ, but acecording to God's infallible provbetic word their plans and efforts will
fail miserably.

The interest of many has recently been shifting in the direction of Palestine. At one

time Hitler let it be kmowm that he was preparing for an invasion of the Near Fast. Ee
and his counselleors decided to postpone such an invasion snd meke an attack on Russia,

The Germen forces invaded Russia, for the time was not ripe for the prophecy in Ezekiel
38 and 39 to be fulfilled, nor were the pations mentioned as the greal prophet foresaw

in the battle which he predicted.

Russia wants Palestime badly. Palestine and the Sinaitic Peminsula make a land bridge
from Burope to Asia to Africa. Any nation which controls that area would have a tremendous
and powerful advantage. Many greatly coveted possessions lie withia this region, among
them being the Mosul oil fields, the Suez Cansl and the Dead Sea with its vast wealth of
minerals. As I stood on the shore of the Dead Sea I thought, here is a body of water into
which for cemturies God has been pouring the waters of the Jorden River. The chemical
wealth of the Dead Sea is conservatively estimated at 1500 billiom dollars. Such wealth,
when aveilable for the development of the cowntry, will cause any desert to "olossem as
the rose.” The ease with which these salts can be extracted from the Dead Sea is one of
the remarkable features of this phenomenen, The sun, which is nimety~three million miles
distant, does the work. It evaporastes the water, after it has been drained from the sea,
and leaves the chemicals., God locked shead to this day and said in Tsaish 60:5, "Thean
shalt thou see and be radisnt, and thy heart shall thrill and be enlarged: BECAUSE THE
ABUNDANCE OF THE SEA SHALL BE TURNED UNTO THEE.Y :

My Father is rich in houses and lands, a
He holdeth the wealth of the world in His hands!
Of rubies and dliameonds, of silver and gold,
Ms coffers are full, He has riches unteld."

Some people have the idea that the propheey of Ezekiel 3€ and 39 is a description of
Armageddon. This is not true, as we shall see, The former will be fulfilled before the
 rise of the Antichrigt and before the Great Tribulation.

The latter will be at the end of the Creat Tribulation. In Ezekiel 38, we have two
alliances of nations facing each other in battle, while st the battle of Armageddon the
Antichrist will bring all nations against Jerusalem. In the former we have an alliance
of nations which is wsually referred to as the great northern eonfederacy.

To undersitand Frekiel's prophecy we must identify the persons and places nsmed, Gog

is the prince or ruler. Magog it the land, The chief prince comes from & one-gyllable
Hebrew word, Ros or Rosh, which is the name of modern Russia. Meshech is Moscow, and Tobal
is Tobolsk. Moscow and Tobolsk are the Faropean and Asiatic, or western and eastern,
capitals of Russia. Comer is Germany. Togarmsh is Turkey. Persia is now called Tran,
Then he mentions three countries in Africa--Egypt, Bthicpia and Iibya, In the ancient
world, Ethiopia uswally meant the whole continent of Africa. So you cen easily see how
that continent will be invelved in the federation.

The plan of Russis expansion and dominion which was devised by Peter the Great over two
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hundred years ago is beimg carried cut very effectively today. No other natien so completely
fits into the divine portraiture of am anti-God pation as doeg modern Russia. Tn Ezekiel
°38:3, God plainly seys, "I am against thee, 0 Gogl!®" Terrible will be His fury when God's
day of vengeance arrives. :

Russia new looks with longing eyes on Iramn, a country about twice the size of Texas,
vhich has the finest and richest oil fields inm the werid., She is also interested in
the Suez Camal, which is the very life-line between the various parts of the British
Colorial Empire, and in the Dead Sea with its vast resourees or wealth ef minerals,
Sometime, and nebody knows when, a great morthern confederscy, hesded up by Bussia, and
along with her will be parts of Germany, the Balkan States, Persia, Fthiopia snd Iibya
at least, with the largest army ever assembled will attack Palestine. The final battle
in that terrible slaughter will be fought on the mountains of Israel when Russia and her
allies move to take all the Near East,

How soon that march will take vlace we do net kmow, but it is certain that the effort

will be a failure. Falestine will be to Bussia what Wsterloo was te Nepoleon and Stalingrad
‘was to Hitler. Suceess for this northern army camnot be attaimed since God has already
spoken and deereed Russisa's doom. Russla is the one nation in the werld that God says

He is against, "Therefore, thou son of man, vrovhesy againet Gog, and say, Thus saith

the Iord God: Beheld, T am sgainst thee, O Gog, the chief prinee of Meshech apd Tubal®
(Fzekiel 39:1), Five-sixths of the northern hordes will never live to escape. Ezekiel 39:2.
Russia will not fail because she does not have the men and the equipment but on account

ef God's direet judgment., Communists, all of whom sre avowed atheists, hate God and have
set themselves to the %task of destroying the very remembrance of God., The compunist salute
is the clinched fist ralsed in defiance of God. However, we must remember that the destruwe-~
tion of Ruseia will not be the ernd of earth's itroubles, Eorope will fell inte the trap

of the Antichrist by forming the United States of Europe.

'I. Where Will Armageddon Be Fovght?

This werd "Armageddon® occmrs but omee in the Bible. It means the hill or mount ef

Megiddo and the greast plaim of the Esdraelom valley, vhich has been the scene of

many memorable battles. Branching cuwt from Mount Carmel, wpon which Flijah confronted
- and defeated the false vrovhets of Baal, in either directier like the two prongs of

the letter "I" and extending to the sea on either side is a wountair range. In this

V shaped valley between the two pronges great battles have beern fought down through

the eenturies. In fact, it has been the cockpit of war threoughout human history.

Here the Camamanites and Philistines, Jews and Egypitians, Chaldeans and Persians, Greecks

and Romans, Moslems and Christians have met in conflliet on this field of carnage.

Here, midway between ancient Fgyvpt on the south and ancient Assyria on the morth,

marching and contending armies met and fought over their issues. The kings of Egypt

and the kings of Babylon met there and venguisghed each other., The very mention of

that battleground suggests to students of history the nsmes of various werld conguerors.

Fifteen hundred years before Christ, Thotmes IIT landed from the beach, defeated his
opposition in the valley, merched inte Palestine, captured mineteen of the principal
cities and subjugated the land. Thirteen hundred and fifty years before Christ, Remeses II
landed at the same plsce, vanguished his enemies and conguered the Hittites who were

then in the land. It was in the same plains that good King Josiah wes slain by Pharach-
Necho of Egypt. In 722 B. C. Sargon defeated and destroyed Samaria on this battlefield.
Then came the Assyrians and sweeping down from the north in 586 B. C., ¥ebuchadneszzar
defeated the Israelites im this valley, captured and destroyed Jerusalem and took

the cheicest of the Jows to Bsbylon in captivity, where they remeined for seventy

years, Among them was Daniel the prophet, the three Hebrew children and msny others.

In 197 B, C. Piolemy of Egypt fought a decisive battle here and captured the lend.

One of the most despicable characters of all history was Antiochus Epiphanes, and

in 168 B, €, he fought and won a decisive battle im this same place. In 63 B, C.

Pompey the Great fought and won a deeisive battle and brought Palestine under Romar
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Rebellion among the Jews against the rule of the Romsms brought marching armies inte
the land many times. Soen zfier the eruveifixion of Christ and true to His prediction
of the desvruction of Jermsalem, in 70 A. D. the Romsns under Titus marched through
that land, then captured and destroyed Jerusalem. Then eame the Turks! In 614 A, D,
the Persian king Khosru captured that Isnd. In 637 A. D. the greatest of all the Moslem
conquerers, Omar, captured Palestine. To commemorate his victory he built vhat is

now known as the Mosque of Omar, on the site of the sncient Temple of Solomon. This
building steands to this day on the spot of ground that is sacred te three great grouvps--
Jews, Chrlstlans and Mohsmmedans.

The Crusades were organized for the purpose of wresting Jerusalem and Palestine omt
of the hands of the unbelieving Turks and restoring it to Christendom, In 1099 A, D,
the Crusaders, led by Saint Iouis of Franece, won a decigive battle and temporarily
established the reign of Frence over the land, thus replacing the Crescent with the
Cross. In 1187 it was lost agzin to the Moslems, when Saladin the Terrible defeated
Richard the lien Hearted. Agein in 1516 the Ottomsn Turks overran the land and held
it in subjectien until December, 1917, wher under General Alleamby, Jerusalem was
captured and the Stare and Stripes and the Union Jeck were unfurled at the Joffa Gate.

I have mentioned these incidents te give you a bird's eye view of seme of the historie
and conflicting armies of Europe, Asis and Africs which have settled their issmes

in this srea. This great valley has been proclaimed by military experts to be the
most ideal battlefield im all the world. It hss seen more blecdy babtles dﬂriﬂg 1lts
past history than any other equal spot of grourd in the world.

Whern Will Armageddon Be Fought?

We do not know the date, for God has not specified it. Tt is a sad fact that there

are many cranks whe set dates for things of this nature. Comsequently, instead of
inguiring what the Bible has to say on this subject, they just back off from it. There
has nothing that has broaght the prophetic messare of the Seriptures into disrepute

more than irresponsible men who have set dates for certain things to tske place. Anyhody
who sets a date for a certsin event in the prophetic schedule of God carmot be trusted

&8 a safe interpreter of the Word of God. The other extreme with respect to the
provhetic message is not only as dangerouws but even more prevalent than date setting.

It is the extreme of discounting the prophetic Hord alitogether and maintaining that

we cannol know anythimg concerning the last days and the return of our lord.

As to time, the Battle of Armegeddon will be fought in relation to the coming of Christ
to this earth. Revelation 16:15-16 gives us the relative time. "Behold, I come as

a thief, Blessed is he that watcheth and keepeth his garments, lest he walk naked,

and they see his shame. And he gathered them together into a place called in the Hebrew
tongue, Armagedden." The fact that Armageddon will be fought when Christ returns in
His glory, accompanied by all of Hisg saints and by the angels of heaven is further

set forth in Revelation 19,

What Is The Cause Of The Battle?

Though be iz not respongible for it, the Jew will be the occasion of it. Out of Werld
War I came one clesr—cut result, namely, Palestine was restored te its rightful owners,
and for the first time im slmost three thousand years the world witnessed a Jewish
ruler reigning over it. In World War II the Jew wess a vital factor., Hitler hated

the Jews and hounded them all o¢ver Furope. Mony others participated in the satanieally
inspired Anti-Semitism, Why do people hate the Jews as they 867 Because they envy
them on account of their suceess. Jealous ef them, they want what the Jews have.

Ko Christian should hsve any vart ia hating the Jews,; for God's promise to Abrzham
gtill holds. "™And I will bless them that bless thee, and curse him that curseth thee:
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and in thee shell all families of the earth be blessed" {Genesis 12:3). Don't lay vour
hend wpon the Jew! When God wants him chastised He will do it Himself withowt any
assistance from you or me.

Who Wiil Iead The Contendimg Forces?

One of them is a man, a grest militsry leader, and the other 1s the Sen of God. A4s

to the character of the one who shall lead the armies of the world Daniel says: UAnd
the king shall do according te his willy and he shall exalt himself, and magnify himself
above every god, and shall spesk marvelous things against the God of gods and shall
prosper till the indignation be sccomplished: for that that is determined shall be
dope. HNeither shall he regerd the God of his fathers, nor the desire of women, nor
regard any god: for he shall magnify himself above all. Baut in his estate shall he
honor the God of forces: end a god whom his fathers knew not shall he honor with gold,
and silver, and with precious stones, and plesssnt things" (Daniel 11:36-38), Conming
out of the seam of troubled mmanity, being beastly in his destructive power, the greatest
military ruvler of &ll times, the arch deeeiver, he will make war against the saints.

He will lead the mertizl hosts of esrth against Jerusslem. Representatives of the militar
foress of all the princival nations of the earth will be irvelved in thig terrible
confliet, When our Iord returns in His glory, He will slaughter the assalling srmies

as they mareh against Jerusalem.

What Will The Cutecome Be?

Armagedden will be the finsl aet in this world drama, the primcipals of which will be
God on the one side and Sstan and his followsrs on the other. Armageddon is on the
program of God. It is the ultimete gathering center for the nations. It is the
appointed place where the returning King of kings will grind the nations to powder,
after which He will build wp His kingden.

You may be ineclined te laugh and scoff at my message of warning. They leughed and
scoffed at Nosh the day before the flood began, but when the flood waters began to
rise, they realized too late that Nosh was right. The Bible has never been wrong.
Through the centuries millions have trusted its promises, and not ome of them has ever
tegtified that it has feiled them. Pharaoh laughed at Moses and when he finally grew
angry he sald, "See my face agsin more." Moses was the messenger of God, and he
replied as he spoke for God, "I will see thy face again no more forever.” These words
were ringing in Pharach's ears as he went beneath the surface of the Bed Sea. When
Sennacherib ceme up ageinst the children of Israel, he had the most perfecitly equipped
and well trained army in all the world. Uhat eould this little handful of Israelites
do? He was a tyranmt of such power and dominion that he could stamp his foot and the
garth weuld slmost tremble. Interested friends tried to warn him that no emperor had
ever been able to interfere with God's people and escape. He would pot hear. He
laughed and scoffed and said, "Tomorrow we shall see." DBut that night the death angel
from heaven passed over his army and with one flep of his mighty wing slew 185,000 men.
The next morning when he arose thet number of corpses covered the ground.

bs a servant and messenger of God I stand inm the midst of a world, which is plamning

its own way, waging its own wers and deelaring what it intends to do tomorrow and in

the generations to come, to wern you on the authority of God's Word that all eivilizations
are heading up for the final battle at Armageddon, Divine intervemtion will come from
the skies end Christ shall come and take vengeance on all who kmow not God.

Christ has paid the pemalty for you., When He died on the ¢ross, He suffered the pangs

of death for every person listening te me. FHe tasted death for every man. God collected
the debt of perfect obedience to Him in the death of His only begotten Son, "Whosoever
shall e¢all wpon the mame of the Iord shall be saved.® Right now in your heart yeu can
trust Christ, you can receive Him as your Savieur and yomr lord. He slone can save '
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make him a mew creasture. His present imtercession ean give vietory over the powers
of evil, His coming againr provides thrills as we anticipete heaven and home.



