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THE CHURCH THAT HAS BEEN
Feve 20 =T

The eity of Ephesus, the captisl of the Homar provinee knowa ss Procomsular Alse,
waz situated seversl miles fromilw open ses on the méiin roube from Rome to the East.
Tt was 2 populsis smd magnificent eily. Two erchitectural festures adorned it. They
weye the magni ficent Pemple of DViena, which was accounted one of the Taeven wonders
of the world™, end the Thestre, The gemersl condition of 1life there was that of a
weslthy, cultured, and corrupt community. :

The church ot Ephesus ccoupies & prominent placs in the book of Acts by lLuke, the
Epistles of Paul, and the Revelation of Johm. Se far ms the bistory of the church iz
eongerned, we have & most interssting account of its plambing and progress im the Aetls
of the Apostles.

Devout Jews from Ephesus wers present at Pentscost. They may have carried back
with them the see@s of Christianity. Paul wambed to preach there in the early oteges
of his second journey btut was “ivinely forbidden, At the closs of that journey, on
the tyip from Corinth o Jerusalem, ke made a short visit %o Ephesus. As his cusionm
was, he wendt imbto the synagogue, snd spoks to ths assembled people of the ons theme
ever on his hesrt., He evidently made a favorsbls impression, for he was urged to ro-
main end, on leaving, promised to return. _

Pagzing on his way, he left behind him thad noble men sud his wife, Aguile and
Priseille, his companions from Corinth. They set wp housekeeping and lived for Je-
sus, The mext event of note was the arrival of Apollos, thet learned end mighty exe
pounder of the seripbturss. He taupht scouretely his incomplete knowledge of Jesus,

. with the result that sbout twelve were baptized with the baptism of Johm, and then
hpollos erossed over to Boriamth.

On the third missiommery tour, Paul paid his promised vigit to Sphesus. He began
%o teach in the synagouge, snd it is & remarkebls faet that they suffersd him to do
this for three morths. He sew them that the time had arrived for the cutwerd Forme~
tiep of @ chursh. e gathered the disciples oubt of the synagogue. and seouriag the
sehool of Tyranmus, he begen presching therse He did mot expest to tarry, but evenbs
took en umexpected course and he remaimed longer than at soy obher plase during his
minisgbry, nearly three years in #ll. Opporbunity end opposition determined the du-
vabion of his stay. Daring his stey there the church grew umtil it became u great
senter of migslionery operstions.

After Paul's departurs from Ephesus, Timothy csme aaud gave the prime of his days
to the ohursh thers, Leter Paul writes and sends this church and instruckive and
gneouraging lether for their zuidence both iz doctrine and prastice. The last linss
from Paul were written tc Timothy, the youthful pagbor af Fphesus, Jobhn, the beloved
spent his last yesrs there emd his body was buried on ome of the meighboring hills.
S0 it may be sald thet, ¥4ipollos prepared the soil, Paul planted i%, Timothy eulbie
vated it, John watered i%, end God gave the inmcrsase.” This church beceme s very
effective one in those early dayd becsuse im Ihi----

1, The doctrine of repentance was preached and practiced

2. Fajth in Christ was professed im the public sad appointed way
%. The members wers endusd with the Holy Epirit

4, The right kind of preaching

T, (1),Bold (2) Faithful (3) Besscning (4) Persuasive

5, Line of demarcabion drawn between the church snd the world

6e A missionary spirit

7. The reclaiming of backsliders

8, The salvabion of simmerxs

4s time passed awsy vabious changes were wrought in the churche About & generation,
or thirty-five years, after Paul's departure Jesus Christ dictmted a messape to Johm
sad semt it to the angel, or the bishop, of the church st Ephesus. To thiz message



of Christ we now turm our ebbtertion. Indsaling with this messeged of “hrist te
the church at Ephesus we shell notice three distinct matierss---

I. Christ's Commendetion

It is indeed & _grest thing to have such commendation bsstowed on any church
or individuel Christiasn as Christ bestowed on the church at Fphesus. Happy
are they who déserve such commendstion. The ehurch at Ephesus iz commended
foriemes :

l. Their Works
"I kmow thy works". This hes reference to sctuasl service being rendersd.
These people were not idle snd listless, but they were active, alert, and
sgressive. 1his shows thaet Christ does notllike to see & church stending
s%il! &nd doing nothing to lengthen it eords snd strengthen its stalms.

2o Their Teil
"And thy 011%™ I kmow. They were working at the price of toil. Toll mesn

herd work snd vigorous schione It implies strong effort end the conbinuse
ance of it. In other words, it is laber unto wearinesse

3. Their Patience
®ind they patiemee", That is the attitude of persistence in the toll that
produces the work, It is as if He hed said, "I know youw works, emd thet
behind them there is toil thabt speaks of pain, and envelsping that there is
the patient endursnce thet mekes work pervebusl®. They were persistently
lar%-’safferlng both in weliting fof the gemination ef the seed which they -
had sown’end in the meed endursnce of fiery trials. They had toiled on
sven when their work had t¢ be done under btrying circumsiances.

4, Thelr Repugnance to Wrong (Their Diseipline)
®ind How thou camst not besr them whieh mre evil,” They ecould not smile
upon morel wronge LThere was no bmpurily condoned within the borders of
this churohe It hed no eomplicity with:the evil things in Ephesus, Being
jealous for the right they had gusrded the fellowship of the saiats sgainst
the unholy imtrusien of impure men. They hed not been lax in thelr disci-
piine as to life. :

5. Their Zeal For Truth
“ind thou hast tried them wmeh way they aye spostles, emd ars noit, end hast
found them false." The church had been carsful shoub its docirines, careful
about what it listened %o, charscterized by digcermment snd judgment of faelse
teacherse Being judicicus in the selection of their officiels and teashers
thet had come to them. They hed been hostile to error in all its forms.

8¢ Thelr Persistent Fidslity
"And thou hest petience {steadf&a‘%m@%} and didst bear for My neme's sske,
and hast not grown weary.” Their persitent fidelity had wot been in cire
sumstances that were slways emsy. Persecublon hed raged arcund them, snd
yet they hed meintsinsd their works. All thelr echievewents had been under
the impulse of, and in the power of unswerving fldels_tye They were unwesr-
i2d in their serviece for Christ.

7e Their Hostility To Erver
"But this thou hast, that thou hatest the works of the Micclaitens, which
T alsc hate.” Some doubt exists as to the peculiasr views of the Wieolai~
tans. I think their heresy was that whiech declares that the conduekt is
immeterial if the felith is right. In obther wowds, grace g sufficient for
saivetion, snd it doesn't matber how one lives in this 1ifs, Bulb these
Ephesisn Christisns were irntoleremt of this evil teaching.
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Sipee “his ohureh wes et work, tedlimg in its efforts, patient in suffering,
refusing to fellowship wicked men, rejecting false apostles, bearing its bure
dens wnoomplainingly, end going on wowesayied in 1bs service, we are imelined
tc ask, Is ther smybhing wrong with or lecking in this chureh? Burely if sver
there was & ehurch thet seemed sble o ask, without feay of an vnfavorable re-
ply, "What leck we yet?" this ohurch wes such & ona: but, behold, we turn from
Christ’s cormendohbion Lo fewmeme

Christ's Compelind

"But I heve smgainst thee, thet thou didet lemve thy first love " That is sll.
There is no other word of compleink. Seeing the church now in the light of this
declaration of “hrist, ell the radisnce of the former things is over=shadowsds
Their first love wes the love of espousal. itg elements were simplielty end pure
ity. Thisz first love was the shandorment of gll for & love thet hed -ebandoned slls
Chriet says te this ohurch in effect, There is much of excellenmcy im you, bub I
miss the swobion spd the enthusissm snd the energy of your first love. Tou uged
o be eernest, cbedient, and beppy in my ways and conseguently did & lot of work
for me but now you do so little because you have left your first love snd heve
failed to welk close to Fe. Losg of first love to Me hes inevitebly lssued in
loss of love for ome snother es brethren amd for the unssved aboul you.

Surely this complaint of Christ needs to be repested to ell our churches Yoday.
He would ssy, "Your work, your toil, snd your pstience are all evident. Yaver
were you busier. Never were your organizations more complete, but where is your
first love!" Many wust edmit thet they have forssken thely First doves Concern~

. ing this facht we might as well askie-

1le Whet wes ouy first love?

{1) It was » burning love of deep devolion
He loved Cod, His Word, His House, and His People

{2) Tt wae & happy love of open feith

: We believed in God amd pecple '

{8} It was s Bible =-vesding, praying lovs
Used to pray svery day--now seldion

{&} It was & working love : :
Werted to devobe 1life, influence end property tc His cause.

o, Wheve haverwe lest 137
(1} In the reelm of busimess
So meny cares and so wmueh to think sboub
(2) In eompeny with worldly pscple
Cen'™t rim with worldly erowd snd keep fivst love
(3) In ecte of thoughtlessness
: Forgetful of whet owe Christ
{4) In pezlecting comwunion with Christ
Cold, formel spirit im exercises of devotlon

%, Whet svees cur leaving Sur First leove?
(2} It dishonor God
{2) It distresses His churche-it had relied upon us
(3} 1% deprives uws of happiness.
Having observed Christ's “emplaint let us nobice briefly end lestly tm=-

Chrisgt’s Coumsel

"hemerher therefore from whence thou srt fellen, end repent, snd do the first
works; or else I will come unte thee quickly, and will remove thy candlesbick
out of his plase, except thou repent.” The following words will help us %o
beey in mind the terms of His counsel tee



1+ Pewenber
By this one word He urges s thoughtful recall of the eerlier conditions.
He counsels & compayison and conbrest of the present extete with the past
egtote.

2« Hepemb
Turr beck to the old attitude of simplieity and perity. Absndon every=-
thing for your first love end again you will experience bhe same joy thav
you did immedistely afber your caversion.

Zs Heproduce :
Do the first works". Actually reproduce the lowe end works of your fore
mer dgyge Look forwsrd with pleasure to the meeblings with your brethren
for preyer and praise. It ig our love first fer our Master, them for eech
other, snd then for the world thet will shine in the dark plsess of sin and
attrect people to the Lowd Yesus Christ, the "Lemb of Cod that teketh sway
the sins of the world.”



