AN OFEM DOCR
¥Behold, I have set before thee an open door, and no men can shut it." Revelation 3:8.

Thaee words were addressed by the Lord Jesus, first of ail, to ithe church at Philadel-
phia in Asis Hinor. The open door referred to the strategic position of that church.
Philadeliphia was located almost in the center of &sia. Important highways passed
through the city, carrying traffic to the Aegesn Sea. The meetings of the Council of
the Eomsn Province of Asis were held there. It was the gatewsy to the whole Bastern
eountry.

Into thet city, with its highly advanced civilization, came, one day in the first
century of the Christisn era, a few fullowers of Jesus Christ. They established a
church. It was pitifully small in comparison with the splendor of the heathen temple.
From the very beginning its ability had been smz=lle It had never been what outsiders
would have called a strong church. In numbers, in wealth, in rank, in influence, and
in every other constituent which is popularly regarded as contributing to power in the
world, it had been lacking from the beginning. Yet, weak as its strength was, its
members had stood firm in the face of cruel threatenings and alluring promises. And
lol as & reward of their steadfasiness, the Lord declares that He hes set before them
¥an open door® which no men cowld shut. That is to say, throueh the gateway of their
fidelity, feeble as they were, thev wenit under the leadership of Christ to & sphere
- of usefuiness whichk was pre-eminently their own, and which no mortal cculd prevent
them from £illing. To this body of Christian people, conscious of their insufficiency,
came an inspiring challenge: HBehold, T have set before thee an open door, and no men
can shut it."”

John was on Paimos when he wrote the beok of Hevelation. Patwmos lg an island %ten miles
long and six miles wide off the coast of Asia Minor. In the first century it was one
of the main places to which Bome banished her exiles. Prisoners were marcooned there
for many causes, all the way from high misdemeanors to an open confession of Christian
discipleship. For the latier cause John was sent there. Save for the bare mention of
the fact, John seys nothing aboul his imprisonment, but more than one verse reveals

his hidden feeling.

This text represents Joln's reazetion to his imprisomment. That imprisonment had shut
doors 211 sround his life. Doors of eppertunity, happiness, and privilege had been
closed, and there in exile he heard the divine voice saying, "Behold, I have set be=-
fore thee an open door, and no man can shub it."

A1l the doors which mén and circumstance could get their hands upon had been closed
for nim, but there still were doors, imner docrs, that no man could shut. Ho cireum-
stance could reach them; no men could get his hand upon them. They were not under
the control of this world. They were his doors which opened on broad vistas though
he was compelled to look down from Patmos vpon the encompassing sea,

It is imporitant for us to see clearly that there are two sides to our lives. One gide
is at the mercy of man and circumstance; its happiness, its opportunities, and its
privileges cen be shut out from vs. But there is another side to us. There are doors
wnich no man can shut. There are areas of our lives which are not at the mercy of man
and circumstance. And the sources of our spirituszl richness and resources lie in our
uses of these inner doors that God has opened and which no man can shut.

The more one reads blography, or learns about humen life, the more it is evident that
here lies one of the chief differences between men. Set over ageinst each other, for
exauple, two powerful personalities like Paul and Wapoleon. Outward circumstance treated
them somewhat alike. That is, they both came from obscure beginnings which were not
likely to issue in such resounding consequences; they both rose to tremendous infliuence;
and they both ended im priscn. But there the similarity stops. Go to Napoleon on Ste
Helena. All the doors that man and circumstsnce could shut were closed around him,
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Trhere was not a deor through which he could go out and come in, not one. It was a sad
story indeed. But step from that to Paul's Tmprisoieeri. 431 the doors thal men and
eireumstance covld shut were closed around him. Bub as you observe him, vou observe
doors wWhich no men could shut. HNero hed & long &rm, but there were doors in Faul's
1ife that Nerc could not get his fingers on. Faul, too, had heard that volce say,
#Behold, I have sei before thee an open door, and po man can siub 1t.%

Few passages of scripture are more admirably fitled to give encoursgenent and direction
to those who are digtressed than this one. We do not wanbt to be the slaves ol circum-
stanee. We do not want to be at the mercy of men. We want inward rescurces that man
and circumsiance casnnot touch. For ns this text has a message of specisl significance
snd inspiration. These are difficult times for all classes of people. There are many
diffienlt problems to be solved. Difficuliies affect people differently. Some become
panicky, like automobile drivers encountering the unususle. Some give up and do nothing.
Some go on in spite of, or more enthusiastically, becsuse of, the difficuliies. 4%

any rate, God has flung wide-open to us the coor of opporiunity. Hove we faith, vision,
and courzge sufficient to respond to this chellenge? Ilet us consider, in a practical
way, some of the doors which the Lord bas set before us that no man can shub.

T. The Door of Salvation.

Jesus said, ¥l am the door. By ke, if any man enter in, he shall be saved.® This
is the door of escepe from the wrath of God, from the guilt and pollution of sin,
from the fear of man, and from the tyranny of self. The door of mercy ls never
locked against esrnest soculs. IF you come with an honest heart to find out how to
zet freedom from your sins, seeking peace with God, you will find no locks or volts,
but & door wide-onern. An open door is what we all desire. This open door is just
nefore usy we do nob have to go about to find it, neither do we have to sesrch for
kevs to ocpen it, nor for instruments te bresk it down. Jesus sevs that He has setb
before us a door opened, and no enemy of our souls, men, woman, or d4evil, has the
power to shut it. HNoithing can do that except our wills.

IT. The Door of Spirituzl Crowth.

o s not & matier about

hich we need to be ashamed. Never suppose that wesiness is alweys s result of
wickedness. 1Lf one has brought weakness woon himself by his own iniauity, then it
1aY be a matter of disgrace; but if 1t comes in the allotment of Cod's providence
there is no wmorsl reprosch to be associsted with it. Having only & 1little strength
does not disqualify us for serving the Lord. The Philadelphisns kept Christ's word
and glorified Him where they were, and in the ménner appropriate to their circum-
stances. They were loyzl to Him in spite of their weskness, and it is possible for
gveryone of ve to do the ssme. He expects us to be faithful where we are.

It is sugrested thait the having of only a little strength

th bte g-,.ﬂ-

Present fidelity is the door through which we pess inte greater opportanity and future
eminence. 1In face, fidelity is irrvepressible, When Christ seys, “come up higher#
ne one cah kKeep us (A0Wh.

The privilege of being "taught of GodM" is open to all. "If amy man lack wisdom, let
him ask of God, who piveth to all men liberally and vpbraideth not " Spiritual growth
is impossible without prayver. Others have won great victories through prayer. Hoses,
Elijah, David, Daniel, Paul, Luwther, ¥nox, HMueller and hosts of other amighty ones

owed almost evervihing to this open door. The same door by which they entered into
fulness of blessing and triumph is open 1o you.

Faith in and fellowship with God are possible for sach one. Nebody can shut that
door against you. Before us stands the open door to 2 life of fellowship with Christ,
so intimete and real that deazth is powerless to end it. :
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Ho matter what man or circumstance may do to you oubtwardly, you cen use it for the
development of a Tiner chsracter inwardly. That door of spiritusl growth stands
pen. "You can shut ity but nobody else can if you really want 11 open. The

Foman Government could put Johm on Patmos and ring him round with crasping cir-
cumstance, but it could not prevent John from being more patient, more high-minded,
more inwardly stronz, and more courageous. 1t often happens that blindness clioses
in on & man's life. He has been active and ensrgetic. Suddenly the doors shut

on every side. Avenues of action and vistas of vision close. And then comes an
open door. Sight is dimmed, but insight is deepened, and he becomes more radiant.

There are many things in cur lives that depend upon commodiocus and comflortable clr-
cumstance. But there is one thing that deoes not depend wpon fortunete environment,
and that is development of chapacter. Hardshlp can pass over you and leave you a4
better person. Pereavement cen come upon you and leave you a gentler and more
sympathetic spirit. Enemies can rise against you until all your friends are soryy
for you, when all the time wvou are growing a more gracious goul, freer Irom the
folly of bitterness and fuller of the wisdom of megnanimity. The door of spiritusl
growth stands cpen. Whether or nobt we take advantage of 1t depends on whether our
main objective ig to meke & Iiving or to make a life., If it is ithe latter, then
we have a2n open door that no man caén shute

Ho one can prevent you from living in the companionship of high thoughits. ¥e all
live in the world of the thoushts we think. Stend on some busy street corner and
lock at the faces of those who pass by. The fact thet wmost of them live in the

seme ity makes little difference. You will observe disillusioned faces, flipvant
faces, cynical facss, vicious faces, anxious faces, and calm Taces over which the
dove of poace has brooded. Be sure to keep the orivilege of high thoughts. Iet

the books of the master spirits nourish your seditations. Fhillips Brooks struck

a true note when he zaid, "Sad will be the day for any man when he becomed contented
with the thoughits he-is thinking and the deeds he iz doing; when there is not besting
at the doors of his soul some great desire to do something larger which he knows he
was meant and made to Go.%

The Toor Of Service.

into what does He open the door? Into & larger and nobler sphere of activitye.
If we will exert what sirength we have for the Lord, He will zive us a larger rlace.

No matier whal man or circumstance wmay do to you, nothing can prevent you from
Iving in undisturbed geood-will. Jesus salid, WIf thine eye be generous, thy whole
body shall be full of lipht." That ia the way the Haster lived, An wnnoticed

woman, with sheme-faced modesty, put her slender mite into the treasury, and apm
preciativeliy He loocked upen her with generocus eyes. Little children were held back
from Him by officiocus followers, and affectionately He looked on them with generous
eyes. At last His enemies looked on Him with hatred and crowned Hiz with thorns

and nailed Him to the cross, and praving Tor thelr pardon, magnaninously He looked

cn them with generous eyes. We certainly need to look on the world with gensrous

eyes in these embittered days. This world is full of hatred, vindictiveness,
vituperation, envy and jealousy, but thank God! we do not have to live in that

worlid. There is an inner door through which we can step into the world of magnaninity
and Iriendship and good=-will, from which we can look upon the world with gensrous
eyes. That is the Christian's inward trivmph and victory over the world.

In George HacDonald's novel, Hobert Faleconer, after feeding his soul on ashes uwntil

he was in despair, went to his box and took oubt the Bible that his mother had given

him before he left home, and said, ¥iow I must find standingeground.m He proceeded

to read over the life and words of Jesus, having 21l the time a 1little piece of

paper by his side and a pencil in his hand, intending to write down the great foundation
truths which he found there. These were the three which he wrote down: P®First,
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that 2 men's business is to do the will of Gods second, that God takes upon Himself
the care of manj and third, therefore that a man must never be afraid of anythring."
T wish all of us would learn that lesson. Christ has set before you sn open door;
if you will go sitraight through that door in obedience to Him, He will take care

of your future.

To the church in Philadelphis, Christ opened the door of copportunity for service

by proclaiming the Gospel. This church had special opportunities for engaging in
missionary work. It was especially honored in having such opportunities. HNo greater
sign of divine approval can come to a church than the opening before it of larger
and wider possibilities of usefulness. Useful employment in the Lord's service

is the greatest honor. Usefulness is to character what f{ragrance is to the flower.

That we call chances are not chances. The opportunities that come to us are God-
piven opportenities. With faith and courage we must be ready to enter the door
of service when (tod opens it for us. To do this we amust have two qualities:
first, power to perceive the opportunity, and second, the courage to avail our-
selves of it. These two qualities are the very foundation of the greal successes
of life. The token of approbation of past service is always found in the call to
greater cpportunities for service. :

To every unsaved person the door of heaven stands open. This door is wide enough —
MEhosoever will may come.® Tt is high enough --#Though your sins be as scarlet their
shall be as white ss snow; though they be red like crimson, they shall be as wool.®
It is all left with you. Come in through the door of mercy snd be saved. No one
can keen you out but yourself. '



