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THE G TURCE WI¢M AW OPEX DOCR

Revelation 3:7-13

Christtls letter té the church in Philadelpbia affords us a very interesting and highly
suggestive study. Ie looked down from hezven on the church in Philadelphia and saw
its condition and sent it s message. 1In His messsge are various significsnt things

which He would have us

‘I,‘

a0

to cbhserve.

The Christh. Rev; 3:7.

"These things saith he thet is holy, he that is irue, he that hath the key df
David, he that openeth and no man shutteth; and shutteth, and no man openeth.®
This beautiful deseription of our Iord is cerualnly rich in spiritwal appiicstion.

1.

Hig Character,
He mentioned two striking detsils of His character. They ares -

(1) Essentisl Deity.
Christ wanted the church in Phlladelahla to seek Him in His essential
deity. "These things saith Fe thet is bholy. Holiness is a predicate
which belongs in its abeciute sense to God slone, Only as (God could
Christ cleim holiness. Es is holy in character. There was never any
taint of evil in Him, or sny defilement on His name. While he was here
on earth, none of His closest observers or worst critics could detect
any flaw in Him.,

(2) TExpressed Deity. )
"These things saith He that is true.” The holiness of God is expressed
in the truth of God. The holy Ged in Christ is shown in the true God
in Christ. He is the true One. WYhat a warning this title conmveys to
every skeptic, atheist, apostate teacher, and unbeliever of every agel
What encouragement it conveys to the saved who stand against error, un-
belief, and apostate teschingl A1l unbelief revélves about the person
of Chr¢st If one believes lle is what the Eible sets Him forth to be,
and that which He claimed io be, it is essy to believe in His miraculous
works and in His glorious vromises, His offers of ssivation, deliverance,
help, blessing, and vietory are devendable, His promises as to His second
coming and victorious earthly reign are as reliable as Christ Himself.

His Position,

"These things saith He that hath tThe key of David,” Christ here represents

himself as having the same authority in His kingdom that Devid had in His.

David had all awthority in his kingdom. From the prophecy of Isaiah the Lord
quotes the words, "He that hath the key of David,® and thus claims its ful-
fillment in His own person. He 1t is to whom Goé committed His govermment,

of which fact the key ie the symbol and the sign. This is the way in whlch
Christ snnounced to the church in Philadelphia that His position was official.

Our blessed Iord iz the sole possessor of the key to the divine treasure house,
and entrance to the msrvelous blessings of God can be secured only through

Wim who said: "I am the way, the truth, and the life; no man cometh unto- the
Father, but by me” (John 14: 6). We have no merit of our own by wlich we can
claim even the least of Cod's mercies and yet every divine blessing is ours
because "He hath made us accepted in the beloved® (Eﬁb851aps 1:6).
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"The key of David® ig Christ's prerogative to unlock the door of opvortunity
before a church. It is a dcor of service and testimony. The oprortunities

a church enjoys come from Christ. The doors must be opened by Him, znd they
are likewise shut by Him. I7 we are vielded to His will, Fe will surely guide
ug to the vlace where He would ha e to serve FHim, and the utmest efforts of
human beings te keep us out of t nlsce will be of zno avell, On the other
hernd, He can close the door before us even as Fe did with Paul (Acts 16:6-7),
and if Pe doss, 1t is useless To albttenpt to vress forwsard though the ovrospects
seem ever o inviting, B :

3, His Administration.

"He that openeth and no man shutteth, and shutteth, and no man openeth.," This
is not just a declaration of abllity, but one of activity. It does not mean
that Christ merely held an executive vosition, but that He was emecuting the
work. Christ opened the way from darkness to light, from despair to hope,

fron sorrow to comfort, from the prave to resurrection, and then into heaven.

It is certainly comforting to CGod's own, and especially to those who are
remaining true to Christ, to be reminded of His ability to open and to close.

it is His right and privilege to open the door of. opportunity before a church.
In fact, all the doors to dignity, hsvpiness, and usefuiness are at the disposzl
of Christ. '

The Gity.

Fhiladelphia was founded and fostered by King Attalws Philadelphus, from whom it
took its name, in the second century before Christ. It was located twenty-five

miles southeast of Sardis on the great highway which connected Rome with the east,
Tt was a commercial clty of commanding position and considerable importance. It
was well fortified. Its population was nrincipally hesthen, but there were also
many Jews in the eity. It reached eonsiderable prosperity as the center of =
large wine trade, for which the swrroundins area in the adjoining velley made it
eminently suitable. ' -

The Church.

The church in Philadelphia to which this messege from heaven was sent, was a weak

‘church in man's judgment, but a church which pleased Christ. This church, while

rejected by mankind, was a delightful sight to Christ, and thus praised by Him.
The Commendation.,

Let us note some of ihe things for which this .church was praised.
1. ¥For Works in Weakness .

8] know thy works; for thou hast a little strempth.” The church did not have
any worldly stamding., Men did not sing its praise. The world took little

note of what it was doing. But, it was doing much with 1ittle. Tis weakness
did not keep it from working at the Iord's business. What strength it did have
was used in the Iord's service. Small in numbers bul genuine in 1ife, this
church of fine quality and meager cuantity was strong in character. It rang
true every time it was sounded. They were devoted and diligent in a restricted
sphere. They were probably but a 1ittle flock, poor in worldly goods, of small
account in the eyes of men, but they proved themselves faithful teo Him, While
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there was nothing sensationzl about them, there was a cuiet faithfulness that
pvlodded steadily forward to accomplish real things for the Iord. Rest assured
that He sees and sppreciates such falthfulness whether in a church or in an
individuel Christian.

<. For loyalty to Christ's Word.

"Thou hast kept My Word®. The Word of fod was known and obeyed in the church
in Fhiladelphia., They received the Word of God. They studied the Word of
God in order bto learn His will. They believed the Word of God. They teook
great delight in reading His Word. They obeyed His Word, There were msny
false beliefs current in thet day, but the Christians in Philadelphia were
not affected by them. They kept God's Word in doctrine and in practice,
Today we see churches that do not even accept Cod's Word. Then, we see other
churches which accept 1%, but pay no aittention to whal it says. Oh, for more
Friladelphias where Godls Word is so precious that it is received, believed,
konored, and obeyed.. :

3. For Ioyalty tc Christ's Name,

¥Thou has not denied My Hame.® These words are Dregnant with a deep signi-
ficance. Christ's name, person, snd work are ingeparable. The Christisns

in Philadelphia had meny opporiunitiss to deny His name. When they were brought
before the heathen magistrates in those days of flery trial, they were re-
guired to deny the name of Christ, and to disown Him publicly. So far azs we
know, not a single member of this ancient church was gulliy of thus denying
Eim. - Thelr convictions of the value of Christ and His beachings were so strong
end positive thalt they were willing, if need be, to die as martyrs. Some of
those who opposied and persecuted the members of this church were so bitter and
satanic that the Master referred to them as Belonging to "the synagogue of
Satan®. Bub even such sordid folk could not shake the convictions of the
Christisns in Philadelphis, A church that is true to Christ'ls name will wit-
ness to His miraculous incarnation, blood-wrought atonement, bodily resur—
rection, heavenly intercession, and earthly retura. The honor of Christ's

name is. entrusted to the churches today. They should be faithful te it by
professing it, proclaiming it, and being loyal to &.

The members of this church manifested resl loyalty to Christ's VWord, Neme, and
Person, and thet in spite of the faet that they had "a litile strength."'This ex-
pression is probably to be regarded as referring to her meuwbers as but few in

mumber, to her wealth as but very small, to her wisdom and gifts as being but slender,

to her great and distinguished in her membersblp as being very rare, and to her
social position as being guite humble. While the strength of this church was
small, it was strength of the right kind., The strength of a church deoes.not con-
sist in wealth, or wisdom, or power, but in ite fidelity to the Word and to the
Vame of Christ.

The Challenge.

"Behold I have set before thee an opened door, and no man csn shut 1t." An
ovened door was something that the lord alone could give. It was something no
man could make, Doors of evangelism and misslionary coportunities are opened by
the lord only.

Plenty of people in that ancient city tried to shut this door of service but with-

out avail, The members of that church were in dead esrmest; they entered the door
of opportunity thelr Master opened for them; they caught a vision of the spiritual
needs of their city:; they did not allow opposition and persecution to close that
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door; they had = definite, consbructive program in view and adhered to it, Access
to the knowledge of the Seriptures, growlh in grace, intimate assccliation with
the Lord and missionery activity were their privileges.

Faithful employment of powers, however limited, is the path to promotion. Fidelity
to duby measns larger opportunities for usefvlness. Christ shows appreciastion
of work done for Him by openingz doors to do yeb larger work.

Tt is important for us to see clearly thet there are two sides to our lives. Une
gide is a¥ the mercy of man and circumsisnce; its opportunities, its privileges,
and its heppiness can be shut out from ug. But there ig another side. There

are doors which no man can shut. There asre areas of our lives which are nobt &t
the mercy of men and circumstance. And the sources of our spiritusl richness’
lie in our uses of these inner doors that God had opened and which no man can
shut,

The more one reads blegraphy, or learns about humen life, the more it is evident
that here lies one of the chief differences between men, Set over against each
other, for example, two powerful perscnalities like Paul and Napoleon. Outward
circumstences treated them somewhat allike., They both came from cbscure beginnings,
they both rose to iremendous influence, srd they beoth ended in prison. Bul there
the similarity stops. When Napoleon was on the island of Ot. Helena, all the
docrs that man end circumstance could shut were closed arcund him. There WES
not a deor through wkich he could go cul or come in. It was a sad story indeed.
Vhen Paul was in prison all the doors that man and cirecumstance could shut were
closed around him, HNero had a long arm, but there were doors in Paul's 1ife that
Nero could not get his fingers omn. :

We de not want to be slaves of circamstance. We do net want to be at the mercy
of man, We went inwerd resources that man and cirecumstence camnolt touch. There
are difficult times for all classes of peeple. There are many difficult prob-
lems to be solved., Difficulties sffect people differently. Some become panicky,
some give up and do nothing, and scme go on even more enthusiastically because

of them. Doubtless the "door" referred to in this text is the door of opportunity
opened for the Philadelphian Christisns to benefit others by the proclamation

of the gospel of Chridt. This church had granted to it some special opportunity
for alding in the spread of the truth. The church was especially honered in
having such opportunities. HNo grester sign of divine approval can come to a chureh
than the opening before it of larger and wider possibilities of usefulness

Useful employment in the lord's service is the highest homnor. Usefulness is to
character what fragrance is to the flower

What we call chances are not chances. The opvortunities that come to us are
God-given. The doors thet open before us, He flings wide open. With faith and
courage we must be ready to enter the door when the Lord opens it. We must
lezrnite see the door that He opens, to enter that door, and to ltake charge

of that which Fe puts before us. To do this we must have two quailities:—-First,
power to perceive the opportunity, and second, the coursge to avail ourselves of
"it. These two gualities are the very fouﬂdutlon of the grealt succesgses of 1ife.
The token of spprobation of past service is always found in the call to greater
opportunities for service.

God has flung wide open to us the door of opportunity. May we have the faith,
vigion; and courage necessary to respond to this great challenge.



