II.

THE CCMING GOLTEN AGE

Revelation 20:1~-10

For thousands of vears mankind hes been yesruing for, looking forward to, and confidently
expecting 2 time of universal peace end unending prosperity. Authors have written sbout .
it, composers have sung its glories, and the inspired prophets of the iiving God have de-
finitely forstold its coming. ' :

God has not placed this intuitive longing snd conviction in the heert of men to mock him,
or to csuse him to despsir, For svery basic desire and need of 1ife, whether it be plant,
enimel or humen, Gad hes provided an enswering supply. ZEyes have been given to see and
God has provided the besuties of the world; man experiences the pengs of thirst, tut God's
pure water is at hand for its quenching. Man likewise hes sn uvnouenchable, wilverssl
longing for en age of peace, happiness, and conteniment, a "Golden Age.® Do the
Scriptures promige the fulfillment of this desire?

Many Old Tesisment pssssges and the closing chapters of God's inspired and infallible Word
tell us of suck 2m age. Iu Revelstion 20, we find that this Coming Golden Age will lasi
one thousand vears. Beceuse this age will lsst cne thousend yesrs, students of prophecy
spesk of it as the Milleniuwm, M¥illenium is mot & Bible word, but it does have Bible
mesning., Mille is the Iatin yesr word for one thousand, snd 2nnum is the Iatin woréd for
yesr, Nillenium means one thoussnd yesrs, :

Christ ceme unto His own, but they received Him not., Instead of & crown, He wore thorns
upon His brow. Instead of plecing Him upon a throne, "His own neiled Him upon & cross.”
They rejeeted their King with these words, "We heve no king but Caesari® But, thenk God,
the dev is coming vhen this old world will see this same Jesus not suffering in humiliation,
but reigning in glory. Thenk God, under Jesus Christ divine autherity will some dey be
establiished upon this sarth. The prophets of the 01d Testement saw and wrote of this
coming Golden fge. They have told us thet scme dey His feet shell once sgein stand upon
the Mount of Olives. In Zecherish 1414 we read, "His feet shell stend in that dey upon

the Mount of Olives which is before Jerusslem.? Then in verse nine we read, and, "The

Lord shell he King over 211 the earth.® ‘

Concerning this Coming Golden Age certsin things are obvious. Awong them are the
Pollowing: -- ' ‘

T+ Will Hot Be Ushered in Through The Preaching Of The Gospel By The Churches.
1. It is not the business of the churches to convert the world., It is their business to

presch the gospel, to win the lost to Christ, and to call oubt the saved, be long =28
a church eslls out some from the world who sre seved it is not a failure.

2. The churches are not converting the world. :
More people are being born then 2re being converted and saved.

4, The world will be in 2 bad cohdition when Christ returns.
This is true politiezlly, morally, snd spirituelly. "Let no men decelve you by suy
mesns: for thet day shall not come, except there come 2 fglling sway first.™

It Will Be Ushered In By Christ Himself.

The Millenium will not come until Christ comes to reigh on this earth. In this connection
it is well for us to distinguish between The Rapture end The Revelstion.
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1. They differ as to cherscteristies. _ :
In the Repture Christ will come imbo the region of the stmosphere, 2nd the "dead In
Chriet® spd £11 living believers shall be caught up to meet iim "in the air." Those
outsice of Christ will heve no pert in the Rapture. Probably He will come secretly
to teke His saints to be with Him. This event may be lnvisible so fer as the world

is corcerved. 1 Thessslonisns A:15-17; I Corinthisms 15:Il-82,

In the Revelstion, Christ chell openly reveal Himself, He will be unveilsd before
the world end nmenifested openly in all the mejesty, power, and glory of deity.
“Beholid, He cometh with clouds; and every eye shall see Him, snd they also which
pierced Him: and 21l kindreds of the earth shall wail becsuse of Him., ZEven so,
Amern.," Revelation 1:7. '

The Repture will probsbly be visible only to the saved, while the Revelation will
certeinly be visible to all people. In the Rapture Christ will come for His saints,
while in the revelstion He will come with His szints, In the Rapture He will come
to gether the saints, while in the Revelstion He will come beck with His saints to
rule the earth in rightecusness.

2. They differ as to the plzce of menifestation,
When Christ comes in the rapture He will come in “the air." But, when the Revelation.
occurs, He will descent toc the Mount of Clives, the piace from which He &scended.
Thus, the first stage of His coming will be only in the sir, while In the second
state He will come to the earth. The Rapture will precede the Grest Tribuletion
whereas, the Revelstion end the glories of the millenial Kingdom will follow the
Grest Tribulation. '

It Will Be & Time Of Glory Por The Lord Jesus Christ.

Nesrly two thoussnd years ago the first part of Issizh 9:6 was fulfilled: "For unto us

a child -is born, untc us & son is given." When He returns to rule, the lstter part of
that prophecy will be fulfilied: "And the govermment shall be upon His shoulder: and

His meme shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The everlasting Father,
The Prinee of Pemce. Of the ineresse of His government and peace there shell be nc end,
upen the throne of Devid, and upon his kingdom, to order it, end to esteblish it, with
judgment snd with justice from henceforth even forever." Issish 9:6-~7. When He came %o
suffer 2nd to die, He 1=id aside His etermal glory — not His deity; vhen He comes agein,
it will be with grest power and great glory. In His resurréetion body He will return,
and His kingdom will be litersl and real, '

Jeruseiem will be the city of the grest King, the place where His cepitsl will be located.
It will be completely cleansed and made over by Him. It is unthinksble that the Messiah
would use s Temple desecrated by the Antichrist or polluted by eny evil whatever, Thus
Zecharish said, "He shall build the Temple of the Lord; and He shalil bear the glory, and
shall eit and rule upon His throne; end He shell be 2 priest upon His throne: and the
counsel of pesce shell be between them both." Zecherish 6:13,

7echarish tells us ®The Lord shell be King over all the earth.” There have been many who
neve hed smbition to rule the world, It wes this ambition thet led Iucifer to his down-
fali, A1l others who aspire to such Tulership will f2il to realize their dream, for this
is the right of our blessed Lord alone, Some esrthly potentates and militery leaders have
conguered vast empires and ruled them for a time, but their kingdoms heve been token from
them., The glory of the Messish 2s King will be the kingdom over which He will reign and
the faat that it will not be given to another, The Word of God declares thst "Al1l kings
chall fall down before Him and a1l nations shall serve Him.™ The hymn writer has des-
cribed the universelity of His Kingdom and reigh:
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HJesus shall reign vhere'er the sun
Doth His successive journeys ruwn;

His kingdom spread from shore to shore,
T11i moons shall wex and wene no more.”

There have been many kings who have held their office by virtue of the fact that they
were members of some royal family, but whose performence was very limited. The glory
of Christ as King is to bé seen in thet which He will do. EHe is neither limited in
wisdom about what He ought to do, nor in power to perform all thet needs to be fone to
fuifill the purpose of God in the kingdom ege.

1% Will Be Glorious For The Saved,

When Jesus comes beck to reign, it will be glorious for the children of God. What a
glory it will be to be back on a renoveted earth, restored to its Edeniec State. We
shall come back tec the scene where our battles with Saten have been fought, where we
have struggled and been misunderstocd. The Lord Jesus is preparing us now for that
time when we shall know why we were led by sorrow's ways.

When Christ returns to set up His kingdom, His seints will sccompsny Him. DNot only shell
they be with Him, but they shall reign with Him, In comfort to those who suffer God gives
us this promise, ®If we suffer with Him, we shell also reign with Him.¥ Romens 8:17, ‘
Those who are in Christ ezn lock forwerd to glorious days when Christ shall return to
set up His Kingdom. It will truly be a Golden Age for those whe love Him.

It Will Be Glorious For Israel.

 When Christ Jesus returns to rule, God's unconditional covensnt with Abrsham will then

be fulfilied. The hopes and dresms of all the prophets will be realized, when the king
comes back to reigh! HRegethered to her own land, trusting in the finished work of her

' Messish on Calvery, this nation which, in spite of bitter persecution, has been miracu-
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lously preserved by Almighty God throughout the ages, will enjoy the chiefest place
among the peoples of the earth, It will be glorious for Isrsel when Christ comes to

reign,
It Will Be Glorious For The Physiczl Creatlon.,

One of the most beentiful pictures insll the Word of God is thet of 2 renovated esrth,
restored to its Edenic stete. The Gerden of Eden waes besutiful before the curse ceme,
as 3 result of sin. There were no thorns before Adem and Eve disobeyed God, but the
ground wes cursed for man's seke; and ever since Adsm lost dominion over the esrth, the
ground hss brought forth "thorns and thistlies." Genesis 3:17-18. ‘hen Christ comes to
reign the curse on the vegetsble kingdom will be removed, Iseish 35:1-2, describes the-
renovated and renewed esrth as follows: "The wildernsss and the dry land shall be

glad; and the desert shell rejoice snd blossom as the rose. It shall blossom abundantly
and rejoice even with joy 2nd singing.” Thus, we sre assured that the fallow ground and
unproductive areas of teoday will become besutifully productive under the reign of our
Lord.

The eurse will be removed from the animsl kingdom 2lso. They will lose their ferocious
nature and hebits, so that nome shall hurt nor destroy. "The woif elso shall dwell Wit
the lamb, and the leopsrd shall lie down with the kid; and the celf 2nd the young lion
snd the fstling together; and 2 little child shell lead them. (#11 their ferceity gone. )
And the cow snd the bear shell feed; their young oneg shsll lie doun together: and the
lion shell eat straw like the ox. And the sucking child shall plsy on the hole of the
asp, and the weesned child ghell put his hend on the cockatrice' den. They shall not
hurt nor destroy in 21l my holy mountain: for the earth shell be full of the knowledge
of the Lerd, =s the weters cover the sea.' Isalah 11:6.9 '
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The curse of sicknesg will be removed 2nd zntediluvien longevity will be restored. "Then
the eyes of the blind shsll be opened, snd the esrs of the deaf shall be unstopped. Then
shrll the lame man lesp a2s sn hart, and the tongue of the dumb sing: for in the wilderress
shrll weters bresk out, and stre?ms in the desert.” Isaish 35:5-6.

It ¥Will Be An Era COf Pesce,

This rresent sge haﬁ no guarrrtee of pesce. Christ said wars apd rumors of wars would
cherscterize this zpe,. Ve heer much. telk sbout peace, but the world has litile of it,
The records shoevw thet throughout the pest sges there have beer less then two hundred .
yezrs which heve been free from wer, Looking down through the centurlies to come, Christ

to1d His disciples that "Nation shall rise sgeinst nation, end Kingdom ageinst Kingdoml'

‘Metthew 24:7. If mer do not heve christ in their hearts, msny of them c2n be led to do

anything. We cennot have peace and reject the Prince of Peace. Isaiah looked forwerd
to the millenium and wrote, "And they shall best their swords into plowshares, and their
spears into pruning hooks; nation shall. not 1ift: up” sword against natlon, neither ghell
they learn war any more." Isalsh 2:4.

It Will Be A Time Of Grest Spiritusl Prosperity.

A+t last the power of Geod will bring to an end for = thousand years the power of Saten,
the enemy of God end of man; for during this time Ssten will be bound and locied wp in
what God calle & prison. Revelstion 20:7, Sstants power to harm menkind will have
ceased during Christ's relgn. : :

How the soul exults in the thought that there is coming o time when the one who has
brought such misery end woe to the race znd wrought such havoc in God's ereation will

be chained im the pitl Our hearis cry out for the One Whose coming to sstablish His
kingdom will mezn the binding of Satan, Whet a day that will be when Ssten, the usurper,
is restrained; and Jesus, ¥hose right it is fo reign, is on the throne! What 2 great
day it will be for the whole world when Ssten, the criminel outlaw 2gainst God's govern—
ment, will be arrested and bound in chans! And how essy it willbe for the Lord to chain
Him! When the scheduled time arrives, the Lord will send an 2ngel with a chain, snd it
will be accomplished. Just one sngel will be guite sufficient for the task. With Satan
bound and Jesus on the throne, the whole earth will be one vest empire with Jesus the
King of Xings reigning in absolute sovereignty., There will be righieousness and peace
everywhere, The curse will be removed from the wvhole creation. Eesrth's bondsge of
corruption shall burst forth into the glorious liberty of the sons of God. The whole
universe will be vnder His a2bsolute sovereigaty. :

Revelastion 20:1-10

1. 8z2tsn is to Be bound for one thoussnd years., Ve. Z.

2. Seten will be loosed for a little sesson after the expirstion of the thousand years.
V. 2.

3. The resurrected mertyrs will reign with Christ for the thousand yesrs. Vs. 4.

. The wicked fesd will not be reised until the end of the thousend yesrs. Ve. 5.

. Those in the Tirst resurrection will reign with Christ for a& thousand years, Vs. 6.

. Lt the end of the thousend yesrs the final doom of Satsn will be se2led. Vse. 7-10,



