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THE CHURCH THAT WAS LUKEWARM

Revelabtion 3:14~22

Christ looked down from heaven on the church of the Laodiceans, observed its condition,
saw its meeds, and sent it His message.

I

II.

The Christ.,

Here we find one of the mest select unveiled splendcrs of Christ. So fully did
He do the will of God, fulfill the ¥Word of God, and discharge the work of Ged that
He was honored with the most coveted titles,

1. The Final Authority.

"These things saith the Amen, “Amen® is a word which signifies what is true,
fixed, and unchangeable, It signifies eternal certeinty. Christ is the finality
of divine authority, the fulfillment of divine declaration, and the certsinty

of divine truth. He is the One the church needs to hear as the Ameh of God.

God says “imen® to what Christ says. The church mmst do the same. What Christ,
who is infallible and immmtable, says aboub the condition of the church is

final, It camnot be controverted. It must be accepted. -

2. The Perfect Witness.

"These things saith the faithful and true witness." The real witness has two
characteristics, nemely, faithfulness and trustworthiness.

(1) Christ is the faithful witness.

One of the chief purposes of Christ's coming to this earth was that He
might witness te men end reveal to them the Heavenly Father. ¥hatever
can make a witness valuable belengs to Christ. He speaks because He -
knows. There cannot be any inaccuracy in His words. He is absolutely
feithful and relisble, In the case of each He knows the relation between
capacity, privilege, and attaimment. He understands perfectly the
difference between what is and what ought to be.

(2) Christ is the trustworthy witness.

There Wss no counterfeit in Him, He sealed His testimony with His death.
His very neme guaranteed that His testimony was infsllibly true. Because
He is trustworthy we should trust Him. ‘

3. The Etermal Creator.

"These things saith the beginning (or, author) of the ereation ef God." "By

Him were all things created...and by Him all things consist (or, bold together)®.
The thought of originality lives in the phrase, "the beginning of the creation
of God." That is consistent with the account of creation given in both Genesis
and John, Not a thing would have been but for Christ, and not a thing would

be but for Christ.

The City.
Iaodicea was located at the junciiom of three important Roman roads in the southern

part of the Province of Phrygia, midway between Philadelphia and Colosse., 1t was
founded by Antiochus II, King of Syria. He named 1t after his wife, Laodice,; by
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whom he was afterwards poisoned. Because of its favorable lecatlon, there was a
lerge stream of traffic cortinmally flowing through it, andits inhabitants became
very rich, It was the chief commercial center in a large regicn. Ite chief
commerce was in the wools grown in the region mound about, which were celebrated for
their richness of color snd fineness of testure. It was also noted for its manu-
facture of medicinal powder for the eyes.

When this large, beautiful, snd wealthy city was practically destroyed in 60 A.D. by
one of those earthguakes by which the whole region was seo often disturbed, its
citizens did not appeal to the emperor for assistances They had too much sglf-
respect, initiative, pride, end idustry for thai. When Rome proffered aid in rebulld-
ing the eity, its citizens refused teo accept it, and recomstructed the eity entirely
by their own efforts and at their own expense. One cannot help but admire them for
their sense of propriety and their self-reliance.

The Church.

The church in Leodicea to which Christ sent this message was & rich, se€lf-
satisfied church that needed rebuke. Christ did not see anything in it te commend,
but He did see mmch to condemn. He rebuked it more severely than He did any

other echurch in Asia Minor. ;

The Condition.

Christ said, "I know thy works, that thou are neither cold nor hot: I would theu
wert cold or hot." This ststement was in form a wish, but in reality a regret.
There was & company of avowed disciples gathered together at laodieces to form a
fellowship, te maintain Christian worship, and to advance the czuse of Carist, They
had care and interest emough tb hold together an external fellowshkip, and to main-
tain 21l outward church proprieties, but the living Christwasnot permitted to have
His rightful place among them. ¥hile there was no abselute demial of the faith,

or a disregard of all Christ's claims, neither was there the fervent zeal, the
devout spirit, nor the allwsacrificing love, springing from a vigorons faith, which
would make a church glow with holy fervor and sacred heab.

They were not emtirely deveid of affection. They were not without some works. They
hed enough religion to go to church some, and to give to the church something, but
they did not have enough religion to go to church regularly or to give to the church
seripturally. They did not oppose Christianity, but they did not support Christian-
ity. They did not hate the preacher, but they did not hear the preacher nor help the
preacher. They did not believe in making too mmeh fuss about faith and faithfal
living and giving.

Christ charascterized this ehurch as lukewarm. This condition is more obnoxious %o
our Lord then any other, Iukewarmness is far more offensive to Him than coldness.
OFf a1l those who are difficult to reach, t ose are the most so who have "made a pro-
fession," and then settled down into a state of self-complacency. Due to their
satisfaction with themselves, there is far less chance of the arrow of

convietion's piercing their souls. And this helf-and-half, neither one thing nor
the other, condition is all too common among those who call themselves Christian.

The CGomplaint.
i. Self-Deception.

"Because thou sayest, I am rich, and increased with goods, and have need of
nething.% Because of their material wealth, they were self-decelved.
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They were rich in materisl things, but they were poor in heazvenly treasures,
They were occupled with material, earthly, and temporal things rather than
with the spiritual and hesvenly, and ébermal verities of God. They thousht
thet in having wealth, they hed all they needed, Rich pecple are apt to be
deceived pecple. 4bgorption in wealth is vperidous to plety. They thenght
they were rich, wheh in reality, they were poor. It is by no means uncowmoRn
for people te fancy themselves to be what they arenct. In lunatic spheres you
mey find duerfs fancying themselves gianits, and illustrious heroes, paupers
thinking they are millionaires, apd poor beggars, kings of the first order,

Man's thoughts of himself are vain because of incompetent ;udgment as well as
a corrupt heart, Here wss @ church vwhich had ap utterly mistaken view of them-
selves. Her members bhoughﬁ themgelves as well-off as need be. They nolt only
thought well of themselves, bul they spoke well of themselves, and other people
credited them with what thevy said; hence, they were self-complacent, snd wel 1-
satisfied, Being self~cenbéred, self—satisfied,‘self-sufficient, and over
confident, they became proud snd boagtful., Hthoush Christ was ocubside the church,
they dered to feel thelr imporisnee. They ressrded their pewers of accumulation
as worthy of praise. The statempht, "I am incressed with goods,” indicated that
they were considered as selfmacqu1red, and, therefore, provocative of self-praise.
Bowever, it is alwsys good to remember thrt God is not concerned with what we

have., It is what we are in Ghrasto

The lLsodiceans claimed that they did not need anything. Thelr spiritual
lethargy had reached such a stage as to obliterate any sense of need. They had
neither time for Christ nor a desire for His oresence. The moment any church
loses its sense of dependence upon Christ, it sterts on its road to failure,
The world tends to creste sn atiitude of self-satisfaction and self-sufficiency.
To feel a need of nothing is to exclude prayer, Bible study, and worship,

which practices are most vglueble to proper relationship with Christ. God pity
the self-satisfied. In the gight of Christ, any self-satisfied church is in

‘a desperate plight.

Tgnorance.,

"#nd knowest not that thow art wretched, and misersble, andpoor, and blind and
naked.® Notice the striking contrast bebween the conception that these

people had of their own condition, and their actual state as Christ, the Omnis-
cient One saw it. They Telt that they were happy because "lncreased with goods,”
but Christ said, "Thou art wretched and miserable." "Wretched" means oppressed
with a burden. The burden which they carried was the very wealth which they
imagined ecarried them. We have often heard of a church belng heavily burdened
with debt, but the ore at lacdicea was burdened with wealth., ‘Miserable™ means
pitiable. The heart of the Iord was moved in pity toward them. ™Poor" means
as a pauper by the highway side is peor. From Christ's standpoint of wealth,
the church st Lsodicea was a cringing bevgar, possessing nothing worth

the having. ¥Blind" is perhaps expressed in our word "nearsighted®, and meas
lacking vision, lacking light, devoid of the sense of the far élstance, con-
fined within narrow limits. “Raked“ means utterly destitute. They were
stripped of the clothing of glory and beauty, which should have adorned the
c}mrchc

Christ said, "And knowest not.® The actual condition of this church before the
lord was absolutely unknown to it., It is clear thet these people, though they
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professed to be Christians, really knew nothing of the grace of Ged in salvation.
They were depending on themselves and their material wealth rather than on
Christ. Christ was deeply grieved over the plight of the church., He was

on the verge. of casting ocut the church from her position of witness bearing,

VI. The Coumsel.
-"T counsel thes," What did Christ comsel the chnrch members ot Laodicea to do07
1. "Buy gold of Me,"

The rich church needed the true riches that Christ only could give. They
could not buy them in the world's market, but they could get them in faith's
mert where buying is merely itaking. The exhortation to buy need not present
gny difficullty because Christ has the treasures of grace, and the wealth of
heaven at His disposal. '

2.. "Bay reiment of Me.®

The nsked church nesded the true righteousness that Christ only could gilve.
They could not buy it from the world, but they could have it from Christ.
He pleasds with them to be clothed in white raimenit, whiech typilies Ged's
righteoushess imparted unto the believer in Christ, Such clothing makes
one acceptable mabo God in the Beleved,

3. "Buy eyesalve of Me.¥®

The blind church reeded truve sight that Christ only could give. It could do
what their famous eyesalve could mever do. The laodiceans memufactured eye-
selve to anoint the physiecal eyes, but they needed the divine eyesalve —-
the Holy Spirit —— to anoint their spiritual eyes. :

VIII. The Correction.

Cnrist called for the correction of the conditiom in that church. UHe
challenged them to repent with regard to past errors, and to be zealous for
Christ henceforth. The lukewarm church must warm up and repent., It must
respond to God's love and be warmed by God's affection for it. It must not
remain as it is. It must get right. It must open the door to the knocking
Christ and let Him in. But, the chureh is to ppen its doors to Christ by
the individuval members opening thelr own hearts to Him.

0, for an eye to behold Christ's besuty and person; O, for an ear to hear

Uis mess:ge; 0, for a mind to discern His will; O, for a heart to yleld to
Fis fulness; 0, for a desire to do His will; 0, for a will to obey His Word;
0, for a courage to propagate His faith; 0, for such grace as will enable

the working out of Tis perfect will in and through His saved onesi



