A LEKE%&EE CHSRQ§~
Eevelation 311422

Ghrist looked down from heaven on the church of the Lzodiceans, observed its condition,
gaw its needs and sent it the message which is recorded in the passage which we shall
study now. There are seven things to which I shall direct your attention,

T. The Christ,

Here we have one of the most seleet unveiled splendors of Christ. So fully did He
fulfill the Word of God, do the will of God and perform the work of God that He was
henored with the most coveted titles..

1. The Final Anthority. ‘ ' '
HThese things saith the Amen.¥ "Amen" is a word which signifies what is trus,
fixed and unchangeable, Tt signifies etermal certainty. Christ is the fulfill-
went of divine declaration, the certainty of dlvine truth and the finality of
divine avthority. God says "Amen® to what CGhrist says. What Chriet, ¥he is
infailible and immutable, says shoub the condition of the church of the Laodi-
coonsg is finsl and cannot be ecnbroverted,

2. The Perfect Witness.
UThese things salth the Amen, the faithful and true wiiness.® A feal witness
has two characteristics, namely, faithfulness and trustworthiness.

{1} Christ is the falthful witness.
Ghe of ‘the chief purposes of Christ¥s coming to earth was to reveal God te
men snd t6 witness to théem. VWhatever can make a witmess valusble belongs
to Chrigst, He spesks because He knows. There camnot be any inaecuracy in
His words. He is absclutely faithful. In the case of éach person He knows
the relation between capacity, privilege and abttainment, He understends
perfectly the difference between what is and what ought to be.

{2) Christ is the trustworthy witnéss.
There is no commbterfeit in Him., He is absolutely relisble. He sealed His
testimony with His blood. He is trustworthy; therefore, we should trust
Him implieitly. '

3. The Bternsl Creator. ' '
Uhese things seith the Amen, the faithful and true witness, the beginning of
the crestien of God." The expression "the beginning of the ereation of God® as
used here means Whe auwthor or the moving cause of the creation of God." - #For
by him were all things ereated, that are in heaven, and thet are in earth, visible
and invisible, whether they be thrones, or demimioms, or principalities, or powerst
21l things were creabed by him, and for him: Znd he is before all things, and by
him 211 things consist (or held together)¥ {Colossians 1:16-17).

The thought of originality lives in this phrase, Bthe beginmning of the creation
of God." That is consistent with the account of creation as given in Johm 1:1-2:
WTn the beginning was the Word, aznd the Word was with God, and the Hord was Ged.
The same was in the begimming with God." Wot = thing would have been except for
Ehrist.

II, The Gity.
Tsodices was located st the junction of three important Romen roads in the souwthern

part of the Province of Phrygia. It was founded by Antioehus II, who was King of
Syria from 261-246 B.C. He nomed 1t after his wife, Lacdice, by whom he was afterwerds
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poisoned. DBecause of its favorable location, there was a large stream of traffie
flowing through the ecity, and many of its citizens became quite wealthy.

4 considerable portion of the wealth of Laodicea came from the wool influstry. The
surrowmding countryside was world famous for a certain breed of black-wooled sheep.
The wool which these sheep produced was celebrated for its richness of color and
fineness of texture. '

Laodices hed a great mediecsl school and it waes famous for the usé of twe kinds of
medicine, One of them was a certain cintment whieh was used to cure sore ears, snd
the other was & fmmous eye powder,

So prosperous wére the inhabitants of Lacdiceaz that when the large and besutiful
city was practiecslly destroyed by an earthquake in 60 A.B. it was promptly rebuilt
without any appesl being mede to the Roman emperor and senate for the customary
subsidy. They had too much self-respect, prids, initiative and indusiry to accept
the proffered #id from the imperial govermment. They recenstructed the city en—
tirely by their own efforis and at their oun expense. @ne camnot help but admire
them for their self-relisnce in this particular matter. -

The Laodicesns were so rich that they refused to ascept help from anycne, DBelieving
that méney could buy smything, and having so much of it, they seemingly thought that
they could get slong guite well without the help of man or God. They made the tragic
misteke of giving much thought to the sdornment of their bodies and completely for-
getting the adormment of their souls., They put their trust in materisl prosperity,
oubtward luxury and physical health. They tried to build a lasting civilization on
materisl benefits, Ih a sense that is what the welfare stabe seeks to do today.

It is easy to act on the principle, Give people betler housing conditiens, betier
working conditions and better wages; look after their health as it has never been
done before; and then the golden age will dawm and 211 will be well.

But these things ars not =211, The man who receives better housing and better health
migt also be changed. The zim of Christianity is not just to change conditions,

but to chenge men. IFf men are changed, conditions will ultimetely be changed.

The church at Laocdicea stands as a warning to thosé who rémember that man has a
body, bubt who completely forget that he has a soul. It stends as a warning to 211
who leave God out of their lives. -

The Church.

Christ did not see anything in the church at Lecdicea which He could commend, buid
there was mmch about it which merited His censure. He rebuked it more severely
than He did either of the other churches in Asia Minor. He rebuked 1t sharply,
not because Hé was completely disgusted with it, bub becanse He s3ill loved it

and had great hopes for it. The attitude of the members was most objectionable %o
Chrigt.

The Condition.

Christ said, YT know thy works, that thou art neither cdld nor hot: I would that
thon wert cold or hot.! While this shatement was in the form of a wish, it was in
reslity en expression of regret. There was a company of avowed disciples gathered
together to form a fellowship, to maintain Christian worship and %o advance the
couse of Christ. Although they cared enough to hold together an externel feliowship
and to maintain a1l outward church proprieties, the living Christ was not permitted
to have His rightful place among them. While they did not deny the faith nor dis-
regard Christ¥s claims, they did not have the devout spirit, the self-sacrificing
love and the fervent zeal which would meke a church glow.
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They were not entirely develd of affection, They were not without some works.
They had enough religion to go to church some, and to give to the church something,
but they did not have enough religioh to go to church regularly or to giwve to the
church seripturally. They did not oppose Chrlst:s.anlty, but they did not support
Chrisgtianity. They did not hate the preacher, but 'bhey did not hear the preacher
nor help the preacher. They did not believe in making dvo much fousasbout faith
and faithful living and giving.

Ghrist characterized this church as 1ukewarm, a condition which was more obno:ﬁ.@us
to our Lord than any other. Iukewsrmness is far more offensive to Christ then
coldness. Those who have "made a profession" and then setiled down into a siate
of self-complacency are the most difficult people to reach. BDue to their satis-
faction with themselves, there is little chance of the arrow of conviction pierc~
ing their souls. This half-and-half condition is all too ecommon amon.g those who
call thamselves Chrigtians.

1.. Self-decéption. ' ‘
"Because thou sayest, I am rich, and increased with goods, and have need of
nothing.” Beeause of their ma'ber:.al wealth they were self-deceived. They were
rich in material things, bub they were poor in heavenly treasures. They were
occupied with earthly and temporel things rather than with the heaverly and
eternal verities, They thought that wealth was 2ll that they needed. Rich
pecple are often deceived. Absorption in wealth is perilous te plety. They
thought they were rich, bubt in reality they were poor. It is not uncommon for
people to fancy themselves to be what they are not. Hven in Junatic spheres you
may find dwarfs fancying themselves to bs glants and illustrious heroes, paupers
thinking they are millicnaires and poor beggars thinking they are kings of the
first order.

Men®s thoughts of themselves are vain because of corrupt hearts and ineompetent
judgments, The members of the church at Eaodicea had utterly mistaken views of
themselves, They thought they were as well-off as they needed to be. They not
only thought well of themselves, but they spoke highly of themselves., ~Others
also credited them with their own estimation of themselves. Therefore, they
were self-gatisfied and eomplacent. Being self-centered, selfwsufficient and
over-confident, they became proud and boastful. Although Christ was outside
their church, they dared to feel their importance. They regerded thelr powers
of accumilation as worthy of praise. The statement, %I am increased with goods, ¥
indicated that they were considered as self-acquired, and therefore provocative
of self-praise. However; it is slways good to remember that God is not con—
cerned with what we have, but with what we are in Christ.

The Laodiesans claimed that they did not need anything. Their spirituel leth-
exgy had reached such a stage that it obliterated any sense of need, They did
not have any time for Christ or any desire for His presence. The moment any
church loses its sense of dependence on Christ it starts on its road to failure.
To feel that one does not need anything is o exclide prayer, Bible study and
public worship, with practices are most valusble to a proper relationship with
Chrigt, God pity bhe self-satisfied! In the sight of Christ anmy self-satisfied
church ie in a desperate plight.

2. Ignorsnce,
“And knowest not that thou art m'e'l;ched, and mserable, and poor, and blind and

naked."™ Notice the striking cobirast between the concepiion thal these people
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had of their own condition, and their scitual stete as Chrisht, the Omniscient
One sew it., They felt that they were happy because "inereased with goods,® but
Christ said, "Thoen art wretched and miserzble.” "retched" means oppressed with
a burden. The burden which they carried was the very wealth which they immgined
carried them. We have often heard of a church being heavily burdened with debt,
but the one at Laodicea was burdened with wealth., "Miserable% means pitisble,
The heart of the Lord was moved in pity toward them., YPoor" means as a pauper by
the highway side is poor. From Christ's standpoint of wealth, the church at
Iaodicea was o eringing beggar, possessing nothing worth the having, "Blind" is
perhaps expressed in our word near-sighted", snd meens lacking vision, lacking
light, devoid of the sense of the far distance, confined within narrow limits.
"Haked" means ubterly destitute., They were stripped of the clothing of glory
and beauty, whieh should have adorned the church. -

The actual condition of this church before the Lord was absclubely wilmowm to |
the members, It is quite clea® that, even though they professed to be Christiams,
they really did not know snything about the grace of God in sslvation. They were
depending on themselves and on their materiel possessions rather than on Christ,
To be sure, Christ was deeply grieved over the plight of the church. He was on
the verge of casting out the church from her position of witness-besring.

The Counsel.

T comngel thee.? What did Christ counsel the church members at Laodicea to do?

1. "Buy gold of He,¥
The rich church needed the true riches that Christ only could give. They could
not buy them in the world's market, but they could get them in faith®s mart where
buying is merely taking., The exhortation to buy need not present any difficulty
beecsuse Christ has the treasures of grace and the wealth of heaven at His disposal.

2. "Buy raiment of Me.W ‘ -
The naked church members needed the true righbecusness that Christ only could
give. They could not buy it from the world, but they could have it from Christ,
He plead with them to be clothed in white raiment, whieh typifies God's right-
eousness imperted unto the believer in Christ., Such clothing mekes one accept-
able wnto God in the Beloved.

3. "Buy eyesalve of He.¥
The blind church needed true sight that Christ only could give. He could do
what their famous eyesalve could never de. The Laodiceans menufactured eyesalve
to snoint the physical eyes, but they needed the divine eyesalve — the Holy
Spirit —— to snoint their spiritual eyes.

The Correchion.

Christ called for the correcticn of the pitieble condition in that church. He
challenged the members to repent with regard to their past errors and to be zeslous
for Him ever after. The lukewsrn church members were sdmonished to respond to Ged's
love and to be warmed by His affection for them. It was necessary that they get
right with the Tord. It was important that they opem the door to the knocking Christ
and permit Him to enter, The hearts of individpals glso need to be opened to Christ.

§ for an eve to behold Christ's beaubty and person; © for an ear to hear His message;
¢ for a mind to discern His will; © for e heart to yield to Eisg fulness; € for a
desire to do His will; © for a will to obey His Word; G for a courage to mropagate
His faith; @ for such grace as will eneble the working out of His perfeet will in
and through His saved ones!



