A GREAT DOXolooY

#Unte Him that loveth us, and loosed us from our sins by His own bloed, and
hath made us kings and priests unto God and His Father; to lim be glory and
dominion forever znd ever.®™ Revelabion 1:5-5.

The Apestle John was in sere trouble. lHe was banished to the Isle of

Fatmos because of his devotion to Jesusg and his e timgny'fﬁr the Lord.

lis heart was filled with fear Tor the churches he left behind in Asia Minor.
In the midst of his gloom 4 Fear, Ged gav& hi» a wendrous vision of the
candlesticks and the glerified Christ in ths midst of them, This vision
scattered his fears as the sunrise scatters the fog in a valley. Then,

he proceeded te write te the seven churches of Asia which are representative
of the churches elsewhere. He first salvited them in the name of the Father,
Son and Holy Spirit.

Somehow Joehn could net deliver hig message until he had relieved nis heart
cf a Jjovful dexology. The wvery mention of {he name of the Lord Jesus fired
his hear&, and this seng welled up im it. This grateful doxslogy, which
is ene of several recorded in the Book of Revelatiocn, lauds Christts love
and speaks of deliverarice Trom sins., It is not a song which came down from
bheaven, but one which ascended to heaven from the earth.

Many things about Christ mizht have attracted the attention of John, but
the thing that amazed him most was that scceh & glorious Person shonld love
sinful people and do so much for them., In the text, John mentioned three
facts about Christ:

X. ChristAL@ved Us.

#Unto Eim that loveth us? peoints to one cutstanding fact and that is
our Lerd?s attitude toward Bs. Te render the word Wioved® with the word
#loveth?® is in abscolute accerd with what is true concerning the leve
of Gud for us. God¥s love Tor us was not only a past love; it has not
gpent its energy and ceased to be, but it gtill continues and wiil do
sc throughout a1l the ages of eternity. God did love us in the past,
yea, from all eternity. And His love in the past was manifested and
expressed in the gift of His only begotten Hon and in His sacrificial
death upon the Cross, #For God se loved the world, that he gave his
only begotten Son, that whoseever belleveth in him should not perish,
but have ev&rlaatirg ILife® {(Jehnm 3:16}. "But God commendeth his love
toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us®
{(Fomans 5:8)., 7I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I livej

yet net I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now live inm
the Flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and
gave himself for me® {Galatians 2:20),

There is no way of describing the love of God. There is nothing te
which we can compare il. Lel us note certzin things abont His leve:

1. It was unmerited.
We were not emtitled to it. We had no claim on it. We had ne right
to expect it. There is no rightecusness, no merit, nothing in any
of us oer in all of us put together that would recommend us to the
jove of God, either before or after we became Christians. It is
anmerited love.

2. It was unselicited.
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We were sc¢ busy about other things that we did nol have any thought
of or any itime for the love of God. We were not soliciting or
reaching up for Godfs love.

3. It was unwanted.,
It is hard to uanderstand how anybody can resist; reject, and refuse
the love of God. People will ligten to anything and everything
except the love of CGod. They just dorn't want it. They are not
interested in it, arndd, when we bezin to press upon them the claims
of His love, they ignore our talk, or they refuse to place themselves
in the way of His iove. For theose of us who are now Christians,
it was not easy for the one or oneg who led us to Christ te convince
us of the need and value of the love of Ged in our hearts.

4. Tt is unending.
The love of God will fellew one to the very brimk of hell and stand
there with bitter, mournful tears watching him sirk into the burning
pit.

"Love is the most powerful thing in the. world. It is more powerful
than money, knowledge, or anything that human beings have, but
there is cne thing lgve cannot deo. Ii cannot compel love., It
cannct make anvons leve in return. ALl it can do is to give itself.
All it can do is:toe gacdifice. A1l it can do is to suffer. All

it can de is to agenize. A1l it can do is to plead. All it can

do is to weep., I% cannot constrain. t cannet coerce.

There is no limit to God's leve. It is unending. Our fathers and
our mothers may forsake us. Our friends may turn against us. We
may become the lowest of the low and the vilest of the wvile, but

" the love of God will reach down to us and seek to bestew blessings
upon us.

One reason why the gespel never grows old is because it ig the
message of love, Christ loved us condescendingly. He Joved us
lavishly. The greater the degree of love the more exiravagant

it is. Christ?s love for us is spontanecus. It does noi regquire
anything in us te draw it out towards us. Love flows from Christ
‘as naturally as light and heat from the sun, His love for us is
unselfish, With our love for each other there is generally a
mixture of selfishness. Christ does net love us because He expects
something from us in rebturn. He loves us as we are., %le saw me
ruined by the fall, He loved me notwithstanding all.® His love goes
out to give and not to get. The fact of Christ?®s love for us has
been abundantly substantiated.

ngh if there's only one song I can sing, ‘
When in His beauty I see the great Kiag,

This shall my song through eternity be,
0h what a wonder that Jesus loves me.¥

Christ Liberated iUs.

Minto Him that loveth us, and loesed us from cur sins by His own bleod?
refers to the redemptive ministry of Christ.

1. He liberated us from the penality of sin.
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"Fhere is therefeore now he condemnation to them which are in Christ
Jesus.® ®Being justified freely by lis grace through the redemption
that is in Christ Jesas™ {Romans 3:24). By His death on the cross,
Christ has loosed us from the penalty of 8in, That is something
for which to praise Ged. That is something to rejoice over by day
and by night.

2. He liberated us from the power of sin.

His love leosed us Frem the pollubtién of sin, from the power of

gin, from the hold that sin had on our hearts and minds and seouls
and lives. Christ does neot save us and then let us go. He keeps
us. He walks with us and talks with us and abides in our hearts
and minds and souls and 1ivés. Je lives in us, and causes us to
will and to do after His own good plieasure. None of us could resist
the devil for one minute were it not for the power and presence of
the indwelling Chrigt. S

3. He will liberazte us from the presence eof sin.
One of these gloriciis days we shall be loosed from the presence
of sin, so that Satin will be left far behind, so that temptatien
will neo longer afflict us, and we shall be with our Redeemer, where
we can sing Hig praises forever and ever,

Tt must be remémbeéred that this liberation from sin is accomplished

by Christ®s blood. The blocd of Christ is the price of the believerts
redemption, the ground of his forgiveness, the basis of his justification,
the procurer of his peace, “he means of his access to God; the means

of his cleansing and thé bagis of hig communion with the Lord. Liberation
from sin is the result of His love for us,

#tonderful, wonderful Jesus,

In the heart e implanteth a song; :
A song of deliverarce, of courage, of strength,
In the heart, He implanteth a song.%

Christ Lifted Us,

nwHath made us kings and priests unto God and His Father.® This is the
third note in John's doxelogy. Christ has lifted us from abysmal depths
to transcendent heights.

1, He lifted us into salvation.
John said of the Lord Jesus, "As many as received Him, to them gave
He power to become. the sons of Ged, even to them that believe on
His name® {John 1:1%)., When we adccept Christ He 1lifts us. Our
ambitions are changed, our aspirations are sanctified, and our
hopes are lifted up until the visien of God?s great glory revolves
before us.

2. He 1lifted us intc satisfaction.
Paul said, WMy Cod shall supply all your need according to His
riches in glery by Christ Jesus.® *He that spared not His own
Sen, but delivered Him up for us all, how shall He not with Him also
freely give us all things?®

3. He 1lifted uws into service.
Christ %hath made us kings." We can now reign over ourselves,
which is a dominion that can be gained omnly by grace. Christ
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vhath made us priests unte God.® A priest is an intercessor or
go~-between. This refers to our prayer ministry as Christians.
What a privilegel ¥What a ministry! What an exalted position--
priests unte Godl 4s kings we are to rule and as priests we are
to rescue, :

It is a glerious privilege to be a servant of Christ. Hest
Christians deo not appreciate it as they should. The child of

God who is serving Christ has the loftiest positien om this earth.
The biggest job you can have, the greatest honor that God can
bestow upen you, and the loftiest position Yo which you can be
elevated in this 1ife or in death is Lo be a faithfal servant of

Christ.
To each and every uansaved person listening teo me, God is offering you
this love, this liberation and this lifting upon your persenal
acceptance of Christ as your Savieur.



