WHAT ABOUT THE JUDGMENTS TO COMEY

Matthew 25: %146  II Oorinthisns 5:10 Revelation 20:11-15

This subject is of greet importsnce to a2ll, #nd of interest to meny. Thet God will call
men into judgment, 2nd thet thet judgment will proceed upon the record of this present
life, is one of the most deeply ingrained corwlctions of humenity. Man's lnstinctive
consciousness of future Judgment is universal, The volcaes of conscisnce and the Word of
God speak the ssme language. £11 men will come inbo judgment relative to deeds done in
the pressnt. ' :

Meny sre under the impression that the Bible speaks of one grest gemeral judgment, at
which time =81l who have ever lived, the righteouws and the wicked, the saved and the un~
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seved, will be gsthered before the Throne of God snd judged zceording to their works,
However, & careful study of the scripiures will reveal that there are many judgments:
pest, present, and future. Judgment! Whet 2 pungent word! The thought of juigment for
every individuel, sometime, somewhere, is s thought that arresits and solemnizes the mingd,

awekens » slumbering conscience snd stirs with sacred emotion.
1. Judgmenis of the past.

(1) Adem and Eve gertai nlv stood in judgment hefore Elmlﬂhty God when sentence was
pasged upon them in the Gsrden of Eden.

(2) Judgment was passed upon the serpent vhen wes sentenced to crawl on the ground
snd to est dirt, : -

{3} The flood in the days of HNoah wes & judgment that God sent down upon the wicked,

{4) The confusion of tonguss 21 the tower of Bebel was certzinly 2 judsment sent
g y b2 R
from God,

{5) The plagues of Egypt were judgments.

(6) The judgment of sin,
This took plsce on Calvary when Christ bore the awful weight of humen sin and
wos., Sin ~- that swful esncer in the humen soul; thet soul-destroying rebelliion
egainst the laws and govermmént of the etermal God; that prolific source of all
the wickedness, wretchedness and iniguity thet bl ots and blurs God's fair
erestion —- had to be judged., In His vicarious 2nd subsiit tutionary death Christ
peid the penalty for believers' sihs. So far as believers are concerned, the
3udgment of sin was settled forever. It wes not only the most 1mnortcpt judg-
ment of the psst, but it 2lsc is the most important of all judgments. This
judgment took plazce on Calvary's hill when God "1aid on Him the iniquity of us
211." TIsaish 53:6, "For Christ slsc heth once suffered for sins, the just
for the wnjust, that He might bring us to God." I Peter 3:18. Christ "tasted
death for every men." Hebrews 2:9. "The wages of sin is death," Romens 5:23
Man deserves desth, Sin has pleced the death pensalty upon every masn's heed, but
Christ took men's plece. Those who have besn redeemed by the blood of Christ
have =2iready been judged so far as sins are concerned. "And their sins and in~
iguity will I remember no more.® Hebrews 10:17. Therefore, God will not bring
believers into judgment for sin. The believers' sins are slreedy judged. of
211 the judgments of the past, present, or future, there is none so importent
as the judgment of all believers' sins which took place on Calvary.



2. Judgments of the_@resent.
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{2) Refusing to judge ourselves brings God's chastening upon us.

Concerning Devid God said: "I will be his Father, end he shall be My son. If he
commit 1n.1qu1txag I will chasten him with the ro” of men, znd with the siripes of
the children of men: Bubt my mercy shall not depsrt from him," II Semuel 7:14-15.
We should rot despise chastening when it comes from God because it is for our
own good. The true child of God will thus be sireagthened snd purified and

" brought closer to the Lord. "My son, desplse not thou the chastening of the
Lord, nor faint when thou 2re rebuked of Him fmr whom' the Lm“ﬂ loveth He chaste
eneth, and scourgeth every scn w I ye endure chastening, God
dealeth with you as with soms; for ¥ vhom the fether chasteneth not?¥"
Hebrews 12:5«7. Christisns should ves, confess their sins, and thus
escape God's chastening.

3. Judgments of the fubwre.
Becording to the scrlﬂtures, end thet is our only source of 1nformst10n and Futhorlty,

there are yet to be different judgments, with different subjects, to be judged, at dif-
ferent times, in different pleces, on different béses, 2nd with different resuits.
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No intelligent person can exsmine the
nages the movemente of nations, or expert
out being convinced that there is an et
which hazs brought, is bringing, #nd wi hring men fecs to fsce with judgment. No
honest person cen deny the great lew of rewsrd and penslty, It is in neture. It is
in life. It is written on the statute books of our govermment. It lswritten on the
blue esnopy of God., It is written in the humen conscience.

What Lbout The Judgments To Come?
I. The Judgment of The Gentile Metions. Metthew 25:31-46.

Some people sre very much surprised to learn thait God is to judgs nztions 28 well as
individusls, Yet, God has alweys judged nations., Did He not send judgment against
Isrzel? Vhet about Egvpt? What ebout the hesthen nations thet once dwelt in the pro-
mised land? Whet did He sey about the nations that forget God? "The wicked shall be
turned inte hell, and 211 the netions thet forget God."™ Psalm 9:17. '

1. ¥hen wilil the nations be judged? .
tYhen the Son of Men shall come in His glory." NMotthew 25:31. Vhen Christ comes
to sst up His millenniel kingdow, He will "ring to judgwent the nations concerning
their trestment of His brethren. The juisment of the natioms will teke plzce at
the close of the Grest Tribulation or immediztely after the Beitle of Armegeddon.

2. Where will this judgment tzke place? : .
The prophet Joel snswers this guestion. "I will also gather 211 nations, and will
bring them down into the valley of Jehoshephat.® Joel 3:2. "Let the hestihen {netions)
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be suckened, end come up to the velley of Jehoshphat: for thers will 1 sit to juige
211 the hesthen {netions} round about.® Joel 3:iZ. : :

3. ¥hy this judzment?
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The Judguent of Isrsel.
The fiftieth Pealm spesrks of this'juﬁgnent “He shall c2il to the hesvens from above,
and to the esrth, thet He mey julge His people." Psrlm 50:4.

Yhen will this judgment teks place? "When the Son of Men shell sit on the throne of His
glory." Metthew 19:28, ' '

What will be the besis of this
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judement? Thelir rejecticn of the Godhesd,

ey

s the result of this judgment? It wili determine who 2mong the children o
Isrsel found upon the sszrth at the Lorﬁ‘s 2ppesring shell enter the RKingdom.

The Judgment OF The Wicked Dead. Revelstion 20:11-135.

This will be the Grest White Throne Judgment.

1. When will this Judgment teke plece? :
Tt will teke plesce one thousand years after. ths first resurrection or following the
millenium., "But the resit of the desd lived nob egsin wntil the thoussnd years uers
finished," Revelstion 20:5., This dsy of Judgment for umge’ly men will foilow upen
the second resurrecticon, which is thse resurrection of the wicked,

2. ¥Who will stend hefore the great white throne
211 the wicked desd of 11 the s#ges frem the ?qut Zost person to the lest men or
wowen dying without Christ., From the graves of every lsnd, from the graves of the
islends of the sea, and Trom the seven sess the bodies of the wicked fead wiil be
resurrected to be united with thelr spirits that they might stend before Christin
Judgment,

No believers will ever stand before the grest white throne. The sszints will have
beer with the Lord one thousend yeers preceding this juigment of the wicked dead.
"Bledéded end holy is he that hseth perit in the first resurrection: on such the
second dezth heth no power, but they shall be priests of God and of Christ, and

shell reign with him & thousand yesrs.” Revelation 20:6.

3. Who.sre the wicked being judged?
Those who died in rebsllion egaiﬁst God., They heve rejected Christ,

4, Whet is the purpose of this iuﬁgment¢

1t is merely to sscertsin the degree of punishment for the wicked.

5. ¥Whet cenbtence ie Dronaunceﬁ upon 211 present? :
Menles rejection of the Lord Jesus Christ will ultimetely mesn Godls rejection of
211 such vhose names sre nob found in the Book of Life. "And whoscever was not
found written in the hook of 1ife wes cesht inte the lske of Tire." Revelmtion 20:15.
How sobering are the solemn words of impending judgments of =1l those rejecting Christ!
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“The Leke of Fire" is 2 plsce where Seian, the Beast, snd the Folse Prophet will have
been cast. "And the devil that deceived them wes ¢ast into the lske of fire and brim-
stone, where the besst snd the false prophet are, 2nd shall be tormented dey and night
for ever and ever." Revelstion 20:10,

iV. The Judgm ents 0f The Satins,

$ that every one may receive
th Adone, wvhether it he good
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HFor we mmst all appeer before the juigment seat of Christ
the things done in his body, according to thet which he ha
or bed.® 1II Corinthisns 5:10.

This judgment is not for the purpose of judging the believer's sins. A11 of his sins
were juiged in the person of Jesus Christ e%t the cross of Celvery. "ind by Him 21l
thet believe are justified from 211 things, from which ye could not be justified by
the law of Moges.® fets 13:3%, "For he ﬂ?tﬂ mede him, who knew no sin, to be sin for
usi thet we mlﬁht be made the rightecusness of God in him, 11 Corinthisns 5:21. "iho
his own self ‘bere our sins in his own body on the tree, thet we, being desd to sins,
should live unto rightecusness: by whose stripes ye were healed.," I Peter 2:24.
"Verily, verily, I sey unto,vou, He that heareth my word, snd believeth on him that
sent me, hath everlasting life, and shall not come into condemnstion; but is passed
frem death unto 1ife." John 5324,

Wnile it is true that the believer's sins have been judged already at Calvery, it is

also true that every righteous work znd deed of the beligver must come inte judgment.
"But why dost thou judge thy brother? or why dost thou set &t nought thy brother? for
we shall 211 stand before the julfgment sest of Christ." Homens 14:10,

The purpese of the juﬂgm@nt of the belisver's works is for rewards. Over and over agein
God declsres every righteous deed which we do from the time we sre qgveﬂ shall be rewsrded.
Howsver, no Christisn will ever get any rewerd for anything he dees hefore his conversion.
Rewsrds do not begin until after sslvation becomes o reality. Godis VWord makes this
abundantly clesr., "For there shall be no rewerd ito the evil men." Proverbs 24:20.

Only 28 our works =2bide will there be rewsrds for us. Cur weorks cennot abide unless
they have been pleasing unto Him., Msny will appesr before the judgment seat of Christ
expecting @ big rewsrd only to find thet their works, vhich in life werse not in =scgcord
with His ¥Will and Word, shall be burned., God's Word says, "Every men's work shall be
made menifest: for the ﬂa;~thl¢ declare it, because it qa?ll be revesled by fire; and
the fire sghall try every men's work of whet sort it is, If any men's work abide which
he heth built thereupon, hea shal&,receive‘s reward, If =ny men's JO*k shall be burnéd,
‘he shall suffer loss: but ke himself shell be saved; vet so 2s by fire,® I Porlnthlans_

3:13-15,

£11 believers in Christ have accepted the one Foundation —— the Lord Jesus Christ —-
snd on thet one Foundation they build their lives. We are building dey by dey; works
of thoughts 2nd deeds are being built into the structure of our cherscter. Some of
these things, seys Paul, sre likened to gold, silver, precious stones -= others to
wood, hsy, stubble,

In building, two things are of great importance —- the meterisl used and the method
followed, In the bullding of Christisn chearacter the two things that count sre
materiel apd motive. Motive, that guality vnseen to the sye of man, must of neces-
sity weit for the scrutiny of the Julge — the Omniscient Christ., Reverend ¥illiam £,
hshby of London told asbout pessing Spurgeon's Tebernscle one dey, efier enemy scilon
hed destroyed a1l but the wells snd iron girders. He seid, "I thought instently of
Pavul'se words., Here s1l the perishable had gone -— that famoac pulpit, those impressive
gelleries, those thousends of sests, 8nd the megrificent orgen -— all gone, They had
been tested by fire. But the great columns of stone, the thick wells, and iron girders
which had supported the rcof were there. They stood out in nobie defiance of 8 des-

tructive slewent; they stood the test of the fire.®
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. This is e striking illustrstion of Paul's teschine, and our testing. Christian, toke
heed how you build, for the true pature of your work will be manifested because it will
be tested.

Even the leset thing which 2 Christian dees in the name of Jesus will not be overlockéd.
"For God is not unrighteous to forget your work and lnbor of love, whick ye heve shewed
towerd His reme, in thet ye heve ministered to the saints, and do minister." Hebrews 6:10.
"£nd vhoseever shall give to drink unto cne of these little ones e cep ef cold water in the
‘nzme of & disciple, verily I say unto you, he shall in no wipe lose his rewrd." Motihew
10:42. It seems but & very little thing to give 3 eup of eold water, yet the Lord Jesus
has promised & reward if it is done in the proper spirit,

Crowns are used in the geriptures as symbols of the rewsrds which ere laid up for be-
lievers. Five corwns sre offered. - '

1. The crown of rejoicing.
This is the soul-winner's crown. Those brought to Christ by us will be cur ecrown of
rejoicing et His coming. I Thessalonians 2:19=20,

2. The crown ef glory.
This is the pastor's crown. It is given only for faithfulness snd suffering in the

gospel ministry. I Peter 5:2-4.

3. The crown of life.
This is the mertyr's crown. It is 2 rewerd for faithfulmness under trisl, 9"Blessed
is the men that endureth temptation: for whem he is tried, he shall receive the
erown of life, which the Lord hath promised to them that love him.® Jemes 1:12.
Alsec, "Be thou faithful unte death and I will give thee a erown of life." Revelation

2:1@.

4. The erown of rightecusnsss.
This is the crown for those who love His appearing, II Timothy 4:8,

5. The incorruptible crown. )
This is the vieteor's erown. I Corinthisns 9:256-=27.



