THE SONG OF THE REDEEMED

"Unto Him that loveth us, and loosed us from our sins by His own blood, and hath mede us
kings and priests unto God and His Father; to Him be glory and dominion ferever and ever."
Revelation 1:5-6.

The Apcstle John wes in gore trouble. Ee was banished to the Isle of Patmos becaunse of his
devotion to Jesus and his testimony for the lord, His hesrt wes filled with fear for the
churches he left behind in Asis Minor. In the midst of his gloom and fear, God gave him

a wondrous vision of the candlesticks and the glorified Christ in the midst of them. This
visior scsttered his fesps ag the sunrise scatters the fog in & valley, Then, he proceeds
to write to the seven churches of Asia which are representstive of the churches elsewhers,
Be first salutes them in the name of the Father, Son =znd Holy Spirit. Somehow he cannot
deliver his message umtil he relieves his heart of a joyful doxelogy. The very mention of
the name of the Isrd Jesus fired his hesrt and this song welied up in it. Tt is not a

gong which came down from heaven, but ome which ascended to heaven from the earth. This
grateful doxology lsuds Christ's love and speaks of deliverance frem sins. It is a cheering
and comforting acknowledgement, Ii{sw-

1. JImplies so mueh.
(1) 4 time of grace lies back of us.
(2} & world of grace surrounds us.
(3) A hope of eternal greece cpems up before us.
2. Beminds us of so mmch.
(1) Our sins and redemption.
(2} Our triale amd deliversnces.
{3) Our evil and ite mestery. ‘
(L) Our low estate and the rank to which Christ has raised us.
3. Sunggests se much.
(1} That sin emslaves the human race.
(2} The blood of Christ alene can release from its shackles,
{3} The blood of Christ is sufficient to rslease anyone.
4. leszds us awey from self and fastens attention on amcther Figure.
{1) Thet Figure is Jesus Christ theiw-
a. Son of Ged.
b. Savicur of the world.
¢. Cne adequate hope for life.
d. One adequate hope of salvation for eternity.
e. Perfeet Idesl of humility.
f. Parsgon of purity.
g. Personification of perfestion.
h. Only balm of the umiversal heart.
i. Only sufficient remedy for every ill,
(2) Charscteristics of that Figuret:—
a. His rature is Divine,
b. His character is perfect.
¢. His teaching is complets.

Many things sbout Christ might heve attracted the attentior of John, but the thing that
amsgzed him meost was that such a glorious Person showld love sinful men and do so much for
them,

To render the word "loved" with the word "leveth" is in sbsolube seccord with what is itrue
concerning the love of God and Christ for us. God's love for us wes not omly 2 past loves
it has not spent its emergy and cessed to be, but it still continues end does sc throughout
all the ages of etermity. God did love us in the past, yem, from all eternity. And His
love in the past was memifested and expressed in the gift of His only begotien Son and in
Bis sscrificial death upon the Cross. John 3:16; Romens 5:6-8; Gal. 2:20; Ephesisne 5:1-3.
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It is beceuse of God's love and grace that we are saved. Ephesiéns 2:8; Titus 3:5. HNothing

could be more certain than this, neither could anything be more clearly taught in the
seripbures, '

But God mot only loved us in the past, but He "oveth ua" now. His love for us has not
ceased with ite past expression and menifestation. We may rather reason from the past
that since He loved us suffielently to give His only begotten Son to die for us, and to
identify us with Christ so fully and so perfectly that we have édied with Him, have been
guickened and raised up together with Him and made to sit together with Him in the
heavenliies, He mow loves us more intimately, mcre ardently and more passicnately.

1. God loves us presently.
2., God loves us constantly.
3. Ged loves us unchenglingly.
L, God loves us eternally.
5. @God loves us passicnately.

He "oveth us, and loesed us from our gins.” Deliversnce from sins is an actuel and an
accomplished fact. The believer in Christ is loosed from the bond of sin which ir times

past held him captlive and in bordage. This dellverance is a present experience and enjoyment.

It is not a matter ef mere imsgination, mor yet purely and simply a thing of supposition
er hope so, but it is an asctual present and conscious possession and reality. Yes, we sre
already loosed from our sims. To effirm this faet is not presumpbtion, but it is the
confession of our faith and the affirmation of a positive fact.

In this text of scripture there are three factss—

Y. Christ ILoved ¥s,

In Ghrist we have love. In Christ we have loosing. In Christ we have lifting.

There is no way of deseribing the love of God. Therse is notking to which we cen ccmpafe

it. Iet us note certsin things about His love:

1. It wes unmerited,
We were not entitled to it. We had no elaim to it., We had no right te expect it.
There is no righteocusness, no merit, nothing in any of us or in all ef us put
together that would recommend us to the love of Ged, either before we hecame
Christians or after we became Ohristisns. It is ummerited leve.

2., It wes uvnsought. :
We were not looking for it. We were se busy abeut other things thet we did neot
have any time for or any thought of the love of God. We were not thinking about
God's love. We were not reaching up for God's love.

3. It was unwanted. J .
Tt is hard to understand how anybedy ean resist, reject, and refuse the love of
God. People will listen to anything end everything except the love of God. They
- just don't want it. They are net interested in it, and when we begin to press
upon the claims of His leve they refuse to hear our talk, they refluse to place
thenselves in the way of His love, Feor those of us vhe are now Christians, it was
not easy for the one or ones who led us to Christ to convinece us of the valuwe and
the need and the necessity of the love of God in our hearts.

L. It is wnending.

The love of God will follow ome to the wery brink of hell and stand there with bitter, .

mournful tears watehing us sink into the burning pit,
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Iove ls the most powerful thing in the worid. It is more powerful then money,
knowledge, and any other thing that human beings have, bult there is one thing love
cannot do. It cannot compel love. It cannot meke anyone love in return., 4ll

it can do is to give itself,  All it can do'is to sacrifice, All it cam do is to
suffer. 411 it cen do is to agonize., A1l it cen do is to plead. A1l it can do
is to weep. It camnot constrain. It cannot coerce.

There is no limit to God's love. It is umending. OCur fathers and ocur mothers may
forsake us. Cur friends may turn agzainst us. - We may become the lowest of the low,
and the vilest of the vile, but %he love of God will reach down to us and seek to
bestow blessings wupon us,

Christ Iiberated Us,

1, He liberated ws from the panalty of sin,
"There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus." "Being
justified freely by His grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus."
Romans 3:2L. By His death on the cross, Christ has loosed us from the penalty of
sin, That is something to praise God for, That is something to rejoice over by
day and by night, ‘

2. He liberated us from the power of sin.
His love loosed us from the pollution ef sin, from the power of sin, from the hold
that sin hes on our hearts snd minds and souls and lives. Christ does not save us
end then let us ge. He keeps us. He walks with ue and taiks with us and abides
in our hearts and minds and souls and lives. He lives in us, and eauses us to will
and to do after His own good pleasure. None of us could resist the devil for one
minute were it not for the power and presenee of the indwelling Christ.

3., He will liberate us from the presence of sin. One of these glorious days we shall
be locsed from the presempee of sin, se that Satan will be left far behind, so that
temptations will no longer afflict us, and we shall be with our Redeemer, where
we can sing His praises ferever and ever,

Christ Iifted Us.

1. He lifted us up into salvation.
John said of Jesus, "As many as received Him, to them gave He power to become the
sons of God, even te them that believe on His mame."™ John 1:12. When we aceept
Christ He 1ifts us. Our ambitions are changed, our aspiratioms are samectified,
and our hopes are lifted wp until the vision of Godl's great glory revolves before

us.

2. He lifted us up to supplies.
‘Paul sald, "My God shall supply all your need according to His riches in glory by
Christ Jésns., “He that spared not His own Son, but delivered Him up for us all,
how shall He not with Him also freely give us all things?"

3. He lifted us up into serviee,
It is a glorious privilege to be a servsant of Christ. Most people do not appreclate

it. The child of God whe is serving the lord Jesus Christ hes the loftiest positien
on this earth. The biggest job you can have, the greatest honor God gan bestow
apon you, the leftiest position you can be elevated to in life or death is to be a
faithful servant of the lord Jesus Christ,

Te each and every unsaved person listening to me, God is offering you this love, this
loosing, and this 1ifting,.



