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wonltes uve to be enthusiostic in His ~rice. PBut He declares
that 1 we are not gdlﬁ@ to be genuinely for Him, He desires
that we be genuinely against Him. There is Tdﬁﬁlﬁ% that He
2o Josthes, that He go hates zs lukeswarmnmess.

o i o'

sut and out for Him., He

{1) Wny Christ hates lukewarmness

'
1
i

Fe hetes it becauss:

1
n itsel? sffensive both $to God

a. Tt is hateful in
Half-heartedness
and man.

Hone of us would want to play 3 game with an ocpponent
who iz too half-hearted to care to play.

Hone wonld want such an individusl for & closs friend
or asscciate,

nid yon ever shake hands wlih one that wsee so half-
hearted and limp that there would not have been any
hand shake unless you had done it all?

. It is & foe to all progress
This iz true because lukewarmness is a ¢hild of sslf-
satisfation.

Sach & spirit means death io esrnestness and progress
For instance, if vou know as much as you want to kwow,
vou will not likely learn any more., Or, if you are

as good ap you want to be, you will not get any better
If you ayve 5 high up the hill as you care to be, you
will net glimb any higher,

g, It kills possibilitiss of usefulness
The batties for the spresd of the gospel ang the ex-
tension of the Fingdom are =1l1 won by thosepare in
garnest.

Tukewarm water never wrecked an engine, neither did
it ever move sne, It is the soul that is on fire thst
fires other souls. It is the whole-hearted men that
moves mountaineg of diffienlty. Vhen impossibilities
see an earnest man coming, they take to their heels.
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(2} How lukewarmness manifests itsslf

B0 far ss the lukewsrmness ol the Lasdiceans was cou-
cerned, it was manifested in various ways:--

., In the tone of conversation common among them

. In their dislike of spiritual thought and incapa-
city Ffor it

c. In the lighiness Wl%h which they regarded abounding
infguity

d. In their negleect of personsal affort to propagate the

gospel

e. In theilr transfersnce of work to others,

£, In thelr conformity to the worxrld

Y Tove of worldly society and srmusements

Boing what is religiously fashionable

V Avoiding that which leads 1o bearing a cross

{2) What lukewarmness indicates?




Lukewarmness AlwaY ST ew

8. Argues the vilest ingratiitude

b. Indicates hypocrisy

t. Disgraces the nams of a Christian

{4} Wnat causes lukewarmness?

z. Worldly prosperity
That is, the intrusion of something else inte the place
which God alone ought to cecupy in the sffections,
b. Freguency of little sins
Evil speaking, uniruthfulness, vanity, self-induligence
ste.
¢, Diseipation of mind
That is, the ogcupation in so many pursuiis that 1ittle
or no time is allowed for praver and madiﬁ ztion.

(5) Wnat are the syvmptoms of lukewsrmness?

#. lnattention to the private duties of religion
{a) Prayver
{b} Bible stndy
(o) Self-examination

. Carelessness in attending public worship

c. Failure to support ¥Yingdom interests

2. Thelr paverty and self-decsption

This church was in & vich city and was rieh in pride and
gonceity ot poor in grace and lgnerant of its spiritual
poverty. This churech had an vtterly mistaken view of it-
self., It was excesdingly well pleased with itself in its
worldly sitatus and spiritual progress., It considered it-
gelf as well off as need be. Thej were satisfied with
things as they were and had no wish for a change. They
were sadly deceived becausele--

{1} They imagined they were rich and had need of nothing
*Thou sayest, I am rich®=-possessing abundanily

{2} They imagined they were prosperous
"1 have golten riches®--nerfect self-satisfaction

{2} They imagined they had attained all possible excellence,
"And have need of nothingY--entire independence

¥o doubt they would have sgaid, whaltever we want we have,

We are independent, having need of nothing, becsuse we have
everything., Put thelr condition was abhorrent to the Lord.
Consequently, He revealed to them their true condition. He
gaidlem-—

{1} "Thou art wretched® :
Wretched here means oppressed with a burden.
Thelr burden was the wealth which they imagined carried
them, Instesd of it helping and 1lifting them, it hin-
dered and degraded them, They were pressed down with
the burden of unconsecrated wealth,

{2} "Phou art miserable®
¥iserable here means piitlable, Christ was moved in pity
toward them
He had no commendation to offer them. His were the -
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feslings of commiseration.
{3} ®Thou art poor®
¥Poor® here means as & pauper by the highway side Is o
POOT. '
They were riegn in goods and pocr in grace.
They were spiritual paupers surrounded by uncounted
riches.
(4Y ®rhou art blind®
Yearsighted is the word which pesrhaps more socurately
sxpresses the thonght. They were lacking iighti Lack-
ing in wigion, devoid of the sense of the far distances,
and econfined within marrow limits,
(8} ™Thou art naked® h _
They were stripped of the glory and beauty which ought
tn have adorned them as a churech. They were without
the garments of real character, praise and service.

T.et it be noted that all these words which Christ used to
deseribe the chureh and its membership are words of pity.
"hers is not an angry word among them. His only anger was
thet they were satisfied with things as they weTe.

T¥. His founssl

Prom the foregoing we have learned that & church may fall inte
s enndition Tar other than that for which it has a repute.

wnen Jesus said, "I know thy works,® it was as if He had said,
#en think better of you than you deserve." Although their
condition was bad, it was noi hopeless. Something could vet be
done. So fhrist proceeds to counsel them what to de. In this
counsel we shall obsSerYvé-—wa

1, His expressed wish

T would thon wert cold or hot.®
This statement forcefully reveals His deep abhorrence of
their eondition, He would rather have had to have deall
with the extremely cold who were elamoring for warmth than
with this crowd of lukewarm people who thought they had need
of nothing.

2. His declared intention

"T will spew thee out of my mouth,.®

T"his passage ageribes an emotion to our Lord that no other
passage does. TWisewhere, Christ is represented &as being
grieved and being angry. Here, He is represented as being
disgusted. He is not slightly disgusted, but disgusted to
the point of utter nausea. ILiterally, He said, "I am about.
to fon the point of) vomit you up.® That means that on ac-
‘count of the lukewarmness of the church He is on the point
of casting out the chureh from her position of witness bear-
ing. However, in the form of this statement & ere is an
intimation of a possible escape from the threatened judgment
Tt is neot vet done but He is on the verge of doing it.

3. Eis proffered advice '

in His counsel there is & declaration of the way by whieh
211l that is objectionable in their condition may be correct-
ed. ® .

{1} It is characteristic of the Lerd.

&. Pender and considerate

t. Appropriate and definite




s. Timely and solemn.
{2} It is wis
4. He advised them to get irue wealih
The true gold of spiritusal weallh
vhe tressure of holincss, pesce, and Joy
b. He advisged them Bo zet remewed puriiy
ihe white raiment of personzl purity
e. Fe advised them to get sglear vision
"inocint thine eyes with eyesslve that thou mayest see.™
d. He ndviged them to get Chrigtly merchandise
vhe moet valuable thipngs are to he had from Uhrist with.
cut money.
£} It emphasized repentanee
ABe zealous therefore and repent.”
{4} 1t urszed the veadmittance of Shrist
Ghrist had been crowded out
Ve said, "Behold, J stand zt the door and knoek.”
{5} 1t encoursged the overecumer
"Tfo him thal overeometh will I grant to sit with He in
my throne.”
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rrow this diseussion we learn that the only eure for lukewsrmness
is the readmission and enthronement of the exeluded Chrigt.
Anostasy muct be econfronted witk His Tidelity, looseness with
couvietion born of His authority, property with tine faet of His
wealth, frost with the mighty fire of His enthusiasm, and death
with the 1lite Bivine whickh is His gitt. There iz ne other cure
for the malagies of the shurceh and the weorld than the readmitted
Christ. If you will open the docr of your heart and let Jesus
Christ in, your lukewarmness will vanisn as wintertime vanighes
=1 the kiss of spring. If Zhrist comes. in, then this disgusting
foe of our progress snd our usefulness must go oul.

Will you aceept this counsel and remedy?



