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THE LIVING 1LORD

“] am he that 1iveth, and was desd; snd, behold, I em slive for evermore, Amen. " Revele-
tion 1:17-18.

cting the energles of the dencmination
. 4% that time there were 350, 000
3@ U0 slaves.

The Scuthern Baptist Convention met in Okl shome (ity. It hed met thers in 1912 and 1939,
The registraition at this conveniion om Thursd@; ves 9,184, I wsnt $0 present certain facis
and Ffigures about the work of Sounthern Baptisis which I trust will be of intsresi to you.
e Southern Beptist Convention wes orgenized in Augusia, Georgils, May 8, 1845, with 325
messengsars from eight stetes (Mrryliand siniz, Eorth Carolins, South Carolina, Georsia,
Alsbame, Louisisne, Fenbuoky, = the District of ¢ lumhia}, for the avowed purpose of

formulating plans for eliciting,
for the propegetion of ithe Cosrel
members of Soubhern Baptist churches
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on has extended ite territory ic include the following
slevens, Zvizons, fArkansas, Califcornia, Floridas,
Louvislens, | ryisnd, Mississippl, Missocuri, ¥ew Mexico,
Forth Carclins, Cklashoma, South Cercline, Texss, Tenne:see, and Virginiez. It hes grown in
number of churches o 26,027 with s membershin of £,491,981. %hese churches have & prop-
iy value of $450,385,517 end iheir total conbril tﬁiuns to their locsk work in 1948 smounted

to $124,856,115 and to missions end benevolences £31,750,299.

Puring thesge 103 yesrs the Oon
states and the District of Colu
Georgia, Illinois, Kanses, Eent

R
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sotihérn Baptist Conveniion is &p~.
L6, 650 ere affiliated with some religiocus
hite znd colored. It is conservatively
211 eges snd races in the Southern RBaptist
wetely 26,219,174 of these are white.

The totsl populztion of ths
proximately 68,146,000. g
group, spproximately 10,58
egtimated thet thers sre ¢
Convention territory who
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lesgt ;m,Bég,jji af
e unchurched. Apoprox
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State Conventions — = = = = = = e =m0 = - o - e, e === = e == e = P
ASSOCIZEIONS = m m = m m = mm = e m e = e e oo om = e e = = QYT
MIRIGEETS = = = = = = = = = = = = = oo o m o om = = e oo = == = 27 303
Active Testors = = = = w =
Ministers Ordeined During Terl - = = = e wmme— = = o« = = = o o o = - o [,34]
CHUTCHESE m o o owoom = oo = o m e e m e e o w m m we we mowe mome 26,822
Non-Resident Hembers — — — = = = = = = o = = = = = = = = = o ~ - ~ ~ 1,555 576
Rosident Hembers o - w = m » m = mmmm o m e m oo = e = - = 4 8273 502
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Total Membership = = m = m = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = - = 151,081

BopPiSme = = = = = = = = m m e e e e o e o e s m = e e - e = e 312,246
Boti0 = = = = = = m e w e m mm o m m m e mw === ==~ = 1 50 20.8
Churches With Sundsy Schools = - =~ -~ = = ~ - e = e == == 25,205

Totel Farolment — = = = = = = = = = = ——— - - - - - = =~ - = 4,308,374
Churches With Vacstion Bible Schools « = = - = = = = = = = o o = =« = 15,7557
BATOIMENt — = — = — % = - m e m = m e — == ] U85 260
Churches With Training Union e e e e - =13,202
ENTOIMENE ~ = = = = o m m — om  m a m eomom m = a oe e eowe - e e 1,078,828
Churches Fith WMU = = = = s ;o m m m = = e e oo om e == =13,735
ENTOIMENT — = o o = mm m - - = = = o= = = e = == = 850,708
Churehes ¥ith Brotherhogds = = = = - = = o = = = = - = = = - o w oo - 3,053
Enrolmeﬁtu e e e e m i e = e e e s o= = = = = 110 208
LBIfH8 m o o o o m m m e e e e e e = - —$12% 856,115

e a e e e e e o= o= = = £10,8%
500 & BENOVOLENCE = m = = = o w o m o= o oo o om oo ow=§ 31,750,200
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Prstors HOMEE = = = = m o s = o s m mom = e = o e e w7 20D
Potal Value Church Froperty = — = m = = m = = = = = « = = ~ =~ ~ o 5450,365,517
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?ubllﬁ?tloﬁs issued by the Sunday School Beard,reachea & totol circulation of 35,498,542
for 1948, FHome L1¢V, lounched two yesrs ago, is now epproeching a monthly ci rculatlon of
353,000,

Forty-two new book titles wers published during the year with & total printing of 798,793
copies. ‘There wers 203 reprints toteling 1,798, 59& coyles dhr1n$ 19&8.

Hotal business receipts for the year from &1l sources, inciuding the Bepiisi Book 3Jiorses,
was $7,109,288.55.

From & tebuletion of the annusl rerort of the Home Hission Board it would seem that evan~
gelism is the main emphesis of home missions. Direct employses of the Board reportied
28,345 conversions irn services they conductsd. Another 11,333 conversiong were reported
by cooperstive missions workers who sre jointly employed by the Home Mission Board snd
state mission boards.

Phus 1t would seem obvious thet gome 34,000 people were converted through home mission en-
savors during 1948, ' : '

Dufing 19@8, 2;16? mission Vecetion Bibie schools were conducted by the workers.

¥ew work started during the yesr includes an additional tnit of missicnaries among the
migrants and the entering of hlasks by, thm Home Mission Board. )

The totsl numher of missionaries is 7431. 2dd 58? summer siudent workers for the grand
total of 1,028. There was s net gain of 22 missionsries during the year. .

Qur Foreign Mission Foard revorted 670 missicneries in 119 mission centers situsted in
25 areas. The overall btudget is approximetely 5 million dollars.

In 1932, American citizens gave zn aversge of 5.3 per cent of their income 1o churches and
4o chariteble institutions, wherses in 1948, they geve approximately 1 per cent.

Thers are less than 100 thousend Baptists in Germany nov. Germeny beptized 20,000 since
the War. Daring thsei time not a church has ceGSSd to function, even though many of them

are without buildings.

I should like to close this report and service with & brief messsge on ths subjset, "The
Living Iord." ‘he text is Bevelstion 1:17-18, which says, *I em he thait liveth, snd was
dead; and, behold, I sm alive for evermore, Amen.t

I. e Living Lord Anchors {ur Souls.
Tn Jesus we are anchored to the Bock of Ages.

1 He gusrentess 0 us the remission of our sins. Forglvensss of sins is 2 realliy.
He s2id, "Thus it i written, snd thus it bsbooved Christv To suffer, and to rise
from the dead the third desy: end thai repentance and remission of sins should
be preached in His neme smong all netions, beginning st Jerusslem. And we are
witnesses of these things.“ Trke ZL:Z26227.

2o He provides for us a way of reconc 11%

tion to fod. He gove His life as a ran-
som in order that we might be reconcile

iled to God.

e He guarantess the reception of our souls, hase are ihey which came oui of
great tvxbulation, snd have weshed their robes, snd made thenm white in the blood

of the Temb." Revelation 7:14. Thank the Lord our garmenis have been washsd in
the bicod of the Ileamb. :
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1T, The Living Lord Is The Actustor OF Our Service.

i,

3.

Ee zctuates our gerviece by exsmple.
8Let this mind be in vou which was slso in Christ Jesus.¥ FPhilippians 2:5.

e

Cur Lord holds hefore us the sxazple of His own perfect life,

He aczuaﬁes our seryvice by graiitude.
¥Wor the leve of (arist constraineth us.' II Corinthiansg 5:I4,

8] hesesch you thersfore, brethren, by the merciss of God, that ye present your
bodises & living sascrifice, holy, accepbtable unto God, which is your reasonsble
service.” Homsns 1Z2:1. :

He actustes our service by neesd.

HTherefore said he unito them, The harvest ifruly is great, but the 1360urnrs are
few: vpray ye therefore the Lord of ths harvest, thet he would send Torih labour-
ers into his harvest." Ixke 1032,

0o ve therefore, and teach 211 nations, baptizing them in ithe name of the Father,
and of the Son, and of the Holy thost: ¥eaching them to obssrve all things what-
soever I heve commended you:; =nd, lo, I am with you alway, even unito the end of
the world. Amen." Maithsw 28:19-20,

He aciusiss our sservice by rewsrd.
“Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righiesousness, which the Lord,

“the righteous judge, shall give me st that day: and not to ms only, but unie

all thenm also that love His appearing.® II Timothy 4:8.

11i. The Living Lord Is The Assurance Of Our Success,. .

1.

There ig the assursnce of our ssivation.
Our salvation does noit devend on what we do for Chrisit, bul on what Christ hes

done for use.

There is the sssurance of the success of our Service.

We cannoi offer s oprayer, give any money, deliver any testimony, make the slight-
sst sscrifice, but what the recording angel will write it in the bock of God's
remembrance., '



