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GRACE AND GLORY

*For the Lord God is'a sun and shield: the lord will give graee and glory: no good
(thing) will be withhold from them that walk uprightly." Psalm 84:11,

It is thought by some that this Psalm was written by an associate of David when he
was flleeing from the blood-gtained sword of his own son, Absalom. About him and his
few followers were unseen perils; behind him were his home in Jerusalem and the Temple
where he had been accustomed to worship; and before him was the uncertainty of the
fugitive, and possibly death.

What Géd Is To His People.

1.

"He is a sun.

In nature the sun is the source of light, life, warmth, beauty and fruitfulness.
The sun dispenses light, imparts life, radiates warmth, gives beauty and produces
fruitfulness. The light, heat and influence of the sun are beyond human conception,

This is the only time in the Bible when God is direectly called s sun. As the swn
dispenses light throughout the universe, so "God is light, and in Him is no dsrkmess
at all." As the sun opens the gates of day, floods the world with light, gives it
without stint to palace or cottage, to peasant or prince, and emables us to discern
& thousand objects, so God shines into our lives and gives us power to see numerous
moral glories. Were we deprived of His illuminations there would be nothing but
moral gleoom and wncertainty about us.

The sun imparts life., During the winter months when its rays strike the earth
obliquely, barrenness and sterility are observable on every hand. But in the spring-
time, whén the . ;sun begins to exert imcreasing inflmwence, there is a remarkable change:
and vegetation is revived and renewsd. Likewise, the warmth and energy of God's

beams transmit 1life to the splrltually-dead and produce signs of fruitfulness that
pleases one. ‘

As the sun is the center of power in the planétayy system and all other planets owe
their allegiance to it, so God should be the center of our system of living., Until
He becomes thatl center, darkness surrounds us and many problems baffle our inguiry,
Although the sun is ninety million miles away, yet we rarely think of the distance
because of its ability to cast its inflwence so near us., Its rays ean fall with
such power as to heat a continent, with such nicety as to make the rosebud redden
and with such effectiveness as to cheer us, God possesses the same powers of dif-
fusiveness, Although distant in the heavens, He scatters His warm rays of love upon
us 80 gently and surely that we feel that "He is not far from any one of us." From
Him His people derive their light, and 1life, and strength and joy. He is forever
communicating His light and heat and excellence to all who are about Him., As the
sun's rays reach the earth through a favorable medium, so the goodness and blessings
of God descend upon us through Jesus Christ, God's favorable medium for transmitting
Himself to us. We who experience the warmth of God's leve do so through His interw
nediary, Jesun Chrlst¢

He is a shleld

A s is for happy days and a shield is for dangerous ones. A sun is to show the
way and a shield is to ward off its perils. To the Psalmist God was nod only a
sun radiating good, but also a shiled protecting from evil — a source not only

of life and joy, but also of security. The ancient shield was an implement of pro-
tection in warfare. Strapped on the lefit arm, the warrior went into the fight
shielding himself from death. .
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'The Lord is to us, first, a sun and, then, a shield., Even ag the scripture says,
“The Lord is my light and my salvation® -- light first, and salvation next. God
does not save us in the dark, neither does He shield us in the dark; He gives us
enough light to let us see the danger so that we may appreciate the defense. Some
visualize God as a sun only. Yhken 21l is bright and cloudless they cen believe,
but when it storms the uwniverse seems to be without a God. ¥We must never forget
to think of God as a shield as well as a sun, acs the One who stands between uns and

- the storm., From Him we derive protection in time of peril,

1I. ¥What God Gives To His People.

"The Lord will give grace and glory: mno good will he withold from them that walk wup-
rightly." These precious words are sweeter than honey, more animating than musie, and
more refreshing than wine. They have often cheered the disconsolate, given courage to
the falnt and set on fire the hearts of good men. Let us weigh their import.

The Lerd «— Jehovah, self-existent, independent, infinite, eternal, unchangeable, merci-
ful and gracious, forgiving iniquity, transgression and sin. He is almighty, and so can-
not be resisted; knows all things, and so cannot be deceived; is love, and so cannot be
unkind; is just, and so cannot do wrong; is truth, and so cannot 11fe. He made, supports,
guides and governs all things, . ' :

The lord will. He has said so. He has sworn so., His word and his oath are immutable.
He has covenanted with His Son and His people to do these things. He never breaks cov-
enant. "Thy faithfulness is unto all generations." His honor is engaged and His truth
P 1ed§ed . ‘ )

The Lord will give. He will not bargasin and sell, but He will give. - Nothing on earth
could but what He is willing to give, = All things on earth are of no value compared with
vhat He will give. His blessings are not fer sale, but for gift. Purchase them you
never can, but you may have and hold them as gratuities, It is very kind and gracious
of God to say that He will give His blessings. But what will He give?

l. The Lord will give grace.

Grace is the very things we need., We need nothing half so much as we need grace,

_ Men and angels cannot bestow that. If we can but have grace, we shall have food
and raiment and health and fomforts and friends ds long and as plentiful as Ged
sees it to be best for ms. He who has grace shall have vhatever else will do him
real good, Christ said, "Seek ye first the klngdom.of God and his rlghteousness,
and all these things shall be added unto you.%"

But what is grace? It is kindness to the undeserving. It is favor to the guilty.
It is love to those who merited wrath, It is pity to men perishing in sin., It is
mercy to the lost. This, all this, is wvhat we greatly need., Without it, there is
no help nor hope for us. This grace is free "Whosoever will, let him take the
water of life freely." It is the graces of God. It is bestowed by Him alone.

This grace is rich in its storehouse. The bosom of God is an ocean of love. This
grace is rich in its fruits. Among these fruits are pardon of sin, accpetance with
God, adoption into Hisg family, faith, hope, love, joy, peace, long=-suffering, gemtle-
ness, goodness, meekness,. temperance, humility, courage, contentment, victory; "An
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inheritance incorruptible, undefiled, and that fadeth not away.% God's grace
is all we need for any trial. "My grace is sufficient for thee." It sustains,
it restrains, it cheers, it defends and makes the trivmph sure,

Grace is praised by prophets and apostles. One cries, "By the grace of God, I am
what I am." Another, speaking for all his brethren, says, "Not unto us, O Lord,
oot unto us, but unto thy name give glory, for thy mercy and thy truth's sske.,®
This grace is much extolled by good, though uninspired men., One says, "Nothing
but free grace makes any difference between me and the vilest of sinners.® Another
says, "There is not a round in the ladder to heaven, which doth not give to every
one that steppeth upon it, just occesion to sing of grace." Another says, "I know
no sweeter way to heaven than through free grace and hard trials together. And
where grace is hard trials are seldom wanting." Another says, "Two things I chief-
ly know: ome is, that I am a great sinners; the other is, that Jesus Christ is &
great Saviour., 0 the riches of divine grace." Another, who was dying, said, "I
have altered my mind about many things, but I am now of the same mind T wag as to
- grace and salvation through Christ.' Another says, "Grace is the silver link that
draws the golden chain of glory after it."

The Lord will give grace to all thoseé who feel that they need it and confess their
nedd. He will give grace to those who believe in His Son, He will give grace in
the form in which it is needed, and when it is needed. He will give grace umtil
it melts in glory. '

2. The Lord will give glory.

Grace and glory are closely related and interdependent. Grace comes before glory;
and only through grace can glory be reached. Grace first, and then glory. Grace
is the means to glory., The seal of grace is the pledge of glory. “Grace is glery
militant, and glory is grace triumphant. Grace is glory begun, glory is grace
perfeft. Grace is the first degree of glory, glory is the highest degree of grace.t

- Under the name of "glory" all eternal good is wrapped up. Grace is glory in the
bud; glory is grace in ripe fruit. Grace is the sunshine and glory is the rainbow
which the grace weaves on the clouds of love. Our Lord gives us both the dawn and
the noon, the Alpha and Omega, grace and glory. He has given graee and glory, He
is giving grace and glory, and He will give grace and glory.

How wonderful it is to hear Him say, "No good will he withhold from them that walk up-
rightly.®  That simply means, He will withhold nothing that will really contribute to
our well-being., Some things we fail to get from Him because in Bis romniscience He
sees they are not for our welfare. No other can decide what is good for us like the
Lord can.. He has infinite knowledge, wisdom and love. If He withholds heath, wealth
or His smiles from us, it is because they are not good for us at that particulsr time.
If we walk uprightly he will not withhold anything that is for our well-being,




