THE TURNIRG POIFT
81 thought on my ways, end turned my feet unto thy testimonies." Psalm 119:59

That old femilisr word Hconversion' represenis a genuine humen sxpsrience, stands for a
process that bskes place in sctusl humen hearts. When 2 man talks about his own 1life,
sbout the things that have heprensd to him, about his various sxperiences, he doss not use
the stilted phreseology of schools end systems, bub he uses the speech of every day. Such
simplicity is very sexpressive &nd lmpressive. It is vrovecaiive of thought. Here, for

instznes, is = man who very Fl&iﬁly says, "I thought on my ways, end turned my feet unto
thy testimoniss. Technicslly we describe this as conversion; but how arresting, lmpres-
sive, and sugzestive to have thet grest experience spoken of in this simpls way; how real
and vital it sppears 10 be waen<%he very process is unfolded and set forth as z transcript
of actusl sxperience, a page torn from the man's religious diaryl

This men is giving us & bit of his personel history. He is telling us how life took on &
ne eparture for him, Humen sxperience is a most abidingly interesting something. We
d iznt to hear of the sirusgles, the fallures snd the triumphs of vpeople. The sexpsriencs

of a soul with God is most gripping.

The Psslimist have mede lifels suprems discovery. How did he come to meke it7 Whail voad
did he trevel? What was the secret of his conversion! ¥What marked the turning point in
his 1ife? What was it tha’d broveht him to God? It was no momentery impulse of remorse
congeqguent on some Frightful sin: no terror csused by some sudden sense of the nsarnsss

of desth; no siress of some affliction; no vision of judgment. What, then, sterted him on
the guest for truth snd the loneing for salvation end godliness?

It was %ha outcome of thirking. He was thinking sbout himself. ¥I thoughi on my ways,®
s2id he, That was what started 1%. 411 right conduct hes iis scurce in right thinking.
£11 wrong conduct is born of wrong thinking. He wes somehow made o think. It is s good
day in the 1ife of any person when he is brought to do some gtraight thinking., HMeny of
1ifels supreme tregedies are resulis, not of viciousness, crusliy, ete., but our thought~
lessness, A lsrge number of accidents are due %o sheer carelessnsss. UThey are born of 2
refuasal to think. Meny fine opporitunities ars thrown awsy because people refuse to think.
Many trifle with their educationsl opportuniiies, fzil fto look ashead, and refuse to pre-
pare for a definite tesk, 'The Prelmist said, "I thought on my ways." That is what God
maens for everybody to do. If you would live rightly and well, you must think,
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g £ the shesr futility of life as he was living 1t. He
found himself in the griv of unsatisfisd hungers. He was torbured by thirsts
that the formisains of this esrih had not bsen able to slieke. In 2ll probebility
he was GITVSW to thinking by the aching void which this world could net fili.

i, Perhans it was @ sSengs 0

2. Perhaps some terrible celamity buret uvpon him 2nd left his life in rulns.
Dire tragedy was ugon him. Thn treasures o which he had clung were rTuthlessly

wrung from his hends. The giseff umon which he had lezaned was knocked from under
him. He wonderad if there was noi a hend scomewhsre that could help him. IV may
be thst he was mads thoughtful by having his heart broken.

3. Perhaps he came in contact with & 1ife of such rare spirituel Besuly that it
mede his own ssem paiitry and caesy. The day before he perhawvs thought, "I am es
zood ag the aversge.® About such a life of beauty, which he 8id not posssss,
there wes & peace %o which he was & stranger, 80 he was driven to the conclusion

thet God wes back of his radisnt life.



Wag The. Cutcong A

He was forced 1o
He was foreed ito
count. I am not
traveling in the

He tock the next
He said, "I will
direction.
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0f His Thinking?

the conciusion thai he was iraveling in the wrong direciion.
say to himself: "Life is noi counting for me as it cught 0
realizing the possibilities that I ought to realize. I am not
direction I ought to travel.F

step, nemely, he turned.
get right." He changed his course. He went in the oppositve

I% brought him to & newness of 1ife.
This turning is what the Bible calls renentanc Wnoever so thinks and turns

aslways finds God.

Thig is true without excnptlono May this text be part of the

biography of every onel

¥y Is Thinking On Our Ways Negleciedt?

¥hen ls Think

Iack of courzge.

Oceupation with other things.
The unpieagantness of it.

nking On Qur aays Wl*ely Conduoted?

When honestly done.
When thoroughly carried out. _
Yhen the Scriptures are made the reference and standard,

When Givins help

ig gought.

thinks upon our weys, and He does, it surely behooves us 1o think uwpon them. Self
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tion will resuli in

Thet is not true

amendment of life. VWhen & man turns his feet, he turns com—
if he tuwrns his eyss, hesd or hands.



