THE ILORDTS DOINGS

"The Iord hath done great things for usy vhereof we are glad.® Psalm 126:3,

Cf old, when the people came to make record of an upvstal and werthy deed, they said,
"This is the day uwhich the Ilord hath made. We will reieolce and be glad in it." Iet us
also exprese our joyful, sincers and deep gratiitude to Cod for His geood providence in
permitiing us to assemble here on this delightful, significant, and historie occasion,
As we seek to interpret our text in the light of this occasion, I am anxious for us to
note three things,
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Great things have beer done.
This building stands here as one proof of that fact,

God éid the grest things.
He made the world, He created us. He loved us., He redeemed nus, Be zaived us.
He prezerved us. He blessed us.

God did great things for us.

“He has blessed us, blessed us greatly, blessed us individuelly, blessed us collectively,

and blessed us agsuredly.

He has saved us from our sins, broushit us into His family, given us the Bible, provided
g church for ws, given us the privilege of worshirping Him, and afferded us a wonderful
oprortanity to work with apd for Rim. He has slsc plven us food, sustenance, health,
homes, frisnds, etec., As to our spiritual welfare, ¥e has done everything which we
needed Lo have done for us.

Ee has done greater things for us than we knew, than we deserved, and than we expected.
Since He has done so mach for ug, we are ceriainly glad, and we ought not to be
otherwise. Therefore, we ought io declare and to show cur gladness,

This delightful occssion eertainly marks an epoch in the 1ife of this church., For each
of us, who are members of this church, 1ife certainly ought to be richer and larger and
deeper and hsvpier and more useful because of this glorious achievement which calls us

together on this dedicatory occasiof.

L.

The Plans,
Think of how this bullding eame into existence.

1. Cod gave an increase in attendance which created the need for additional space.

2. God gave some of us & vision of the need,
He dpened our eyes to see the necessity of 2 building if we were to take care of
those who came voluntarily, “xisting ecnditions did not encourage cur peeple to
visit and to inviite others, TUndesirsble conditions did ndt encourage others to
come, Werwere face to face with the fact that we did not have the money with which

to build L}

3. God gave.us the faith to believe that we could get the money with which to build.

L. God gave us the desire to build.
5, God impressed uve o gel some building plang.

These plans were drewn, submitted, explained, and adopted.
Plans were approved unanimously on Sunday morning, April 17, 1949.

The Feople.
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They decided to build,
Like Nehemish's associaztes, they said, "Let us rise up and buildi"

They agreed to take a’épecial offering.
They did sc on May 8th. It amounted to $13,728.55 in cash and over $7,000 in

pledges.

They said, "Let us start the construction.®

Excavation began on June 6. Observers commented freely. Some seid: "It is too
big". "We don't need that much space.” ™e can't afford such an expensive
puilding.® "It will be many e day before that building is finished and paid for.
Notody peid any attention whatever to any discourager.

"

They had an unshakable faith in God.

With faith in God they employed the means at hand, and invoked God's blessings
vpon the work all the way through. People have righily been willing for God to
have the glory for it. They were happy and grateful as He continued to bless our

efTorts,

They were willing to work.

They loved the Lord, 18ved our church, realized the need for the building, and
wanted to see the task completed with honor to the Lord and credit te the church
and community. So meny were willimg to do anything to help, Haopy is the pastor
whe hae a vision of a resl task, and who has a people with "a mind to work.

Hard work ard absolute deverdence on God will never fail.

They cooperated besutifully. -

T shell always be grateful for the fine way in which the peeple worked together
on this project. Our people had sufficient Christisnity and pood sense to lghore
eriticism and fanli~finding., This remarksble achievement could not have been
aceomplished without the cooperstion of the people. HMany were willing snd ready
to do whetever they could. #And they were not seeking any personal glery in it.
That reminds ue of the old Jesuit motto: "4 grest deal of good can be dore in
the world if one is not too careful who gets the credit.”

They versevered until the task was completed,
They worked and prayed and gave and borrowed and then paid what was borrowed.
One hee to sdmire the marvelous way in which the tagk was finished, and the spirit

manifested in the special offerings.

The Purpose.
Tt is the will of Uod that this building shall be a place where:
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The Word of God is taught.

The power of God is felt.

The spirit of God is manifested.

The love of God is conceived,

The salvation of God is recelved,

The gospel of Christ is proclaimed,

Evangelism is not the only purpose for which it is to be used, but it is the
primary one. May it ewr be our first concern that the unsaved may know Christ.

The pecple may worshiv God.

The pecple mey have Christian fellowship. {treining our people
Spirituel inspiration may be received. have, the betiter work
Real Christian service mey be rendered. they can do.)

The seved may be taught,
"Teaching them to observe =211 things whatsoever I have commanded you." Christ
taught and trained the iwelve apostles. The more 7
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12, The saved may be enlisted in doing Godls will.
This means enlistment in resl loyalty to Christ and to the church. He reguires
our lovalty to Him and to His church., The church is a necessary institution,
the vest teacher of righteousness in the commmity, the friend of childhood, the
inspirer of youth, the strensthener of middle life, and the comforter of old age.
We prove our loyelty to Christ by our attitude towerd and suppert of His church.

13, The Lord Jesus Christ may be glorified.
Sinee all of 0od's acts in the psst, and 81l of His promises for the future tell
out Mis worth and wealth, ought we not ir all we do bring glory to His neme 7
"Unto Him be the slory in the church®™ Fohesiens 3:21. It was a noble and true
reply that Willilam Burns, the Chinese missionary, zawe to the lady who wanted to
know how many souls had been saved through his ministry in China: Madam,"
he s2id, "God did not send me to China to save sculs. He sent me %o bring glory
to His neme.” To glorify God is the noblest occupation in the world.

An oceasion like this ealls for us to utilize all out latent powers for glorifying
God and for helpinz other people. We are here, not primsrily to meke a living, ut
to glorify God in the bullding and the living of the right kind of 1life. EHe has

a right to empect this of us on the basis of crestion, redemntion, and preservation.

When he was dying, Moody seid: "Give me the Bible once more.” It was laid on
iis lap, proppsd up on pillows as he was, and he read the £ifth and sixth chapters
of John's Gospel. Then he tock his pencil snd wrote on the margin: ¥If God

be your pariner mske your plans large." God is cur psriner, therefore, let us
tatterpt great things for God and expect great things fronm God.” The time has
coms Tor us to make a great step forward with Christ, '

"rorward with Christ! is God's constant injunetion to 21l believers in Him. The
18w of the Christian 1ife is "sdvanee", The Captain of our selvation never
orders & retreat. Be never brings His people into the position from which retreat
is necessary, or in which advance is impossible. We may bring ourselves into
such pesitions, but ouvr Iord never leads us into them. Howhere in the Bible can
you find a case where retrest had to be mede while God's gufdance was followed.
Tn propertion as we surrender curselves to Fis guidance we mey Gepend on being
conducted forward. Way shouldn't the Christisn go forward? Everything in nature
end history does so. The stresm moves forwsrd. Science, art, philosophy,
litereture, and 2ll species of knowledge move forward; invention following
invention, discowry following discovery, one man of genius eclipsing another, %o
be oubshone in his turn. likewise, the Christian life ghould be merked W =
conctent forwerd merch. Our marching orders are to g0 forward. The gospel of
Christ mow has the greastest opportunity it has ever nad, and it should have the
most vigorous applicstion and propagation by those who believe it.

Thie besutiful educationsl building is the offering of Chrietian hesrts, and it
i intended for the mse of God's people in the doing of His work. We see in the
dedication of it the frenk =nd joyful confession that Christianity must be tausht.
I+ is a privilege greater than we cén estimate to dedicate such a place Lo God.
But what do we mean by dedication? We can give to God only vhat He hes first
given to us, and we cannot give even this unless we also give ourselves.

IV The Pregentation.

How are we going to dedicate this building to God? We mzke a mockery of this
occeasion unless we ourselves personally take a great step upward and forward

in the dedication of our lives teo service for God. There can be no substitute for’
that, God ssks for our lives, "The gift without the giver is bare." If we go
our ways, whistle and twiddle our thumbs, today, without remewing the dedication
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of our lives to His service, we have fziled to meet our responsibility herey
Renewed dedicetion, deeper consecration, and worthier service are cslled for,

If we go away withouwt that coneception of this occasion, we have missed the meaning
of the while thing,

God has certzinly crowned our efforts with success in a msrvelous way. He gave
us the peecple, the visien, the plans, the desire, the will, the determination,
the means, the willingness, the materials, the ability, and the fruition of ecur
plans. All with the proper attitude and spirit, certainly sppreciate what He
has dene for us. We want to show Him our apprecistion by what we do with ib,
Therefore, with joyful gratitude and great satisfaction, we cheerfully give it
back to Him, We want Him to use it as He sees fit. We trust and pray that it
will be a mesns of blessing, in the hands of the lord, to thousands of people,

This now brings us to the real purpose of this important and historiec service,

In order that each and every member of our church hay actively participate in
the major part of this service, I am going to zsk each of you to plesse iske your
copy of the program and turn to page eight and join with me as we stand together
and responsively dedieate our sducationsl building to our wonderful Lord.




