SECRET FAULTS

nCleanse thou me from secret faults." Psalm 19:12.

This is the prayer of every true man in the most elevated moocds of his life, In the
thoughtful hours of life, he prays that he might have a pure heart, free from every
seeret sin. It is the desire of a holy person to be cleansed, not only from public,
but alsc from private and secret sins.

With reference to secret faults, let us study:—-

I. Their Certainty.

1.
2.

Every sin is seen and known about by the Lord.
Some -sins are practiced seeretly by us, and are not known by the world.

One might interpret seerct fawlts as those which are unseen by our fellow crea-
tures. There is a certain vortion of our lives which is sheltered from the
popular gaze. There is a certain privacy left, so that God may put us to the
test as to how far we are good because the world looks at us, and how far we
are good because He looks at us.

How have we acted hers? Is it not true that we are often more pure before
men than before God? We put our best side te the world. Eow carefully we
veil our thoughts frem our neighborsd Our schemes of pride! Our unspoken
anger i Our fite of envy! Our greed! Our stained imaginetioms! Zind thas it
comes to pass that good men think worse of themselves than soclety does. The
best of men have ever had the feeling that if the world kmew them better it
would praise them less., However, the sins which pecple earefully keep secret
dre not as numerous as some people think. There are scme sins and faults that
we keep secret from the world and yet they are well-known to those at home,
And there are other sins which a men may commit in business, so that his npame
is dighonored amonc honorable dezlers, yet the shadow of them may never touch
hie home or the innocent faces of his adoring children. Such faults are
gsecret beyond a certain circle.

Some sins are unknown to ourselves.

The secret faults referred to by the psalmist are those of which the individual
himself is wnconscious. They are the faults which others may or may not see
in him, but which sre always known by the Iord., They are the sins which we are
committing, and yet we are ignorant of them, and have never been awakened to
them, and are not conscious that they are there at all. We can see these
secret faults in othérs, in our friends, and in the members of cur family cir-
cles., Think how certain it becomes when we remember what we see in others,

Is there anyone known to you, however good or bepautiful, on whose faults or
failings you could not put your finger? Is there auy person, whom you know,
whose weakness you heve not long ago detected? Then, do not attempt to ex-
empt yourself. You are bone of their bone and flesh of their flesh, born with
their weaknesses, and tempted with their temptations and sins.

Tt is only logical to conclude that if we can see faults in our neighbors, in
our friends, in our nearest relatives, of which femlis they are unecnsciocus,
then we too have faulte which we do not suspect. These are the faults from
which we should pray to be delivered. -



II.

III.

—

Secret faults pertaiﬁ tb the motives, the feelings, the intembtions of the heart.
They relate particularly to such sins as:

(1) The secret bias of the heart to evil,

Many s parent is surprised to see his son; in some new situation im life,
evince a propensity to some form of vice which he had never suspected.
The reason is, that he has not been placed previcusly in a situation to
develop that pecuiiar depravity of the heart. :

(2) The unholy thoughts which we intend no other person shall know.
(3) The plans of evil which are not prosecuted to their cempletion.

They are made, and there is an intention of executing them, but the oppor-
tunity dees not occcur; or some unexpected barrier is thrown in the way;

or the heart falls; or death bréaks up the scheme. Only a small propor-
tien of evil plams are ever executed.

Their Cause.
1. Hereditya

We inherit from cur ancestors tendencies to certain forms of evil. Peeuliar
appetites and sensibilities are transmitted from generation to generation; and
here ig the secret of meny a men's lspse into evil courses, It is sad to re-
flect that a drunkerd or libertine mey transmit to his children his passions,
brt that he cameot trapsmit his rFemerse.

2, lack of knowledge.

We fail to take the time end trouble to examine ourselves. Reglect of thought
androf_religious instruction not infrequently explains this defect in lmowledge.

Their Consequences.

Among all our sins, there are perhaps none more perilous than our secret sins.
Why are secret faulis perilous? _

1. They make right decisions more diffieult.

Where is there a better illustration of this than the case of Pilate, the men
who was responsible for the crucifixien_of Jesus? We read the narrative about
our lord's death and we see how anxious Pilate was te liberate Jesus. He sent
Jesus to Herod; then he offered Barabbas as & substitute for the condemned
Prisoner; then he entered into a controversy with the priests; then in a dra-
matic way he called for a basin of water so that in the presence of the assembled
multitude he might wash his hands as a protestation ef bhis innogency; then as

s final appeal to the pity of the mob, he had Jesus publiely scourged so that
the 51ght of Jesus, pale and ph351ca11y exhansted, mlght exclite the pity of the
Jeus,

Why didnt't Pilate follow his betler Judgment? His own past secret conduct had
forged chains abent him and crippled him in a decision for the right. He had
done things in his own private 1ife which would not bear the light of puyblic
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serutiny. The Jewish leaders krew this and threatened exposure te the Roman
emperor, and thet mesnt deposition, exile, or possibly death. Thus Pilate stood
before the mob elamoring for the blood of Jesus, the very picture of irreso-
lution and moral weskness, owing t6 the secret sins of his life. Against his
owvn better judgment, ke handed Jesus over te the enemy. Pilate's secrei

favlts 8o weskened him morally thet he found it doubly hard to make a great
decision for the right., On the other hand, a clean heart gives the courzge

to make a great decision for the right.

They become the fixed habils of life.

People who live near a great cataract never hear the sound of the rushing
waters, People who live near a railwsy junction are not startied by the
sereeching sounds of the locomotive in the night, Habit has a tremendous in-
fluence, Habite are not easily breken,

They prépare us for gpen falls,

Our great sins are seldom momenmtsry overthrows. They seldom resch us like bolts
oot of the blue. A man cherishes some hidden iniquity of which his dearest
friends are blisefully ignerant; finslly, one day like a thunderbolt from a
clear sky, the secret is out and the loved ones are shocked beyond expression.
Do not imagine this wman was carried off his feel by sowe gust of passion or
sudden impulse. For years, perbaps, be had been gecretly gloating over the
unclean thing, and one day under the vressure of temptation he unexpectedly
gave way. Gne soll was silently vrepared for this rank weed. So the sudden

moral collapse, when character was forfeited, was not as sudden as was first

thought.

Iv. Tbeir Gure.

1z,

Get rid of self-complacency.

Distrugt yourself~-"he czn understand his errors?®
Reallize thet God sees the things to which we are blind,
Remember thet secret faults are real sins.

Practice rigid seif-examination,

Be humble~-Uthers hove fallen and so mey you.

Loply yourself to the study of the Word of God.

Compsre yourself with your ideal constantly.

" Culidvate a hatred for sin.

Practice vigilance,
Ask God to cleanse you.
Be willing to glve up your secret faults.

Our.hearts may be stained by seeret sins or faults,
but Jesus Christ can make the foulest clean.
"Wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow."



