YEARNING FCOR GOD
Psalm L2

In our successes and failures, our hopes and fears, our joys and sorrows we frequenily
turn to the Psalms which express so beautifully our thoughts, feelings and deslres, however
varied they may be.

Psalm forty-two relates the story of a struggling soul in need of God. The writerts foes.
had chased him out of Jerusalem and driven him inte exile. 4s a fugitive he wes in hiding
somewhere beyond Jordem, not far from Mount Hermon. It is believed that David wrote this
psaim after he had been driven from his throne by the rebellion of Absalom, and When he was
pursued by enemies who were thirsting for his blocdas

When David fled from Absalom he left Jerusalem snd the holy sanctuzry, which was the place
where God dwelt on earth. Being deprived of the privilege of worshioping God publicly in
that appointed place grieved him even more than being unsble to sit upon his throne or to
have fellowship with his family. Although he was king, David had not beea too proud to jein
the maltitude in the accustomed place of worship. That was not an unpleasant task for him,
but he had gone there with joy in his heart and praises upon als lips.

Being in exile, the memory of his lost privileges saddened David greatly. As the eche of
the temple music sounded through his memory, and the festive scene of public worship fiitted
before his imagination, it 211 deepened his sadness. 1In his distress ne longed for the
opportunity of having communion with God in the temple. He wondered when he would have thab
blessed privilegze again. Alas, so many take their blessings for grented and do not
appreciate meny of the best things of life until they have been deprived of them.

In his loneliness David felt that he simply could not go on without help from God. His
desperate yearning for the living God was expressed beautifully and elfectively in verses
one and two. ®Mis the hart panteth after the water brooks, so panteth my soul after thee,

0 God. My soul thirsteth for God, for the living God: when shall I come and eppear before
God?® David had frequently seen a deer with open mouth and heaving [lanks eapgerly seeking
water in dried-up brooks. HMemories of that sight reminded him of his personal longing for
the presence of Cod in the sanciuary. For the deer the brock was a2 grest luxury, but it
was far more. It was an absolute necessity. To the Psalmist the living God, in contrast
to idols, was an absolute necessity. Not only to David was God an sbsolute necessity, but
to us alsos Just as the deer was dependent upon the water broocks, just as man's physical
nature is dependent upon food and drink, so the soul of man is dependent upon the living
Gods Thers is simply no getting along without Gode dJust as the deer and the streanm of water
belong together, so man needs to be rightly related to God. Hobody cdn have complele
satisfaction apart from God. As Augustine said, ®Thou hast made us for Thyselfl, and the
heart of man is restless until it finds rest in Thes.®

Some people do not pray because they think that they are se important and capable thal they
cen get along without outside help. They remind us of a child with & new ioy, struggling
with all his might to make it work. His father stands by in readiness to assist, but the
child will not allow him to help hecause he is determined to manage for himself. Bub
uswally, in the end, the father’s aid has to be solicited. It is so much better for us to
face the facts of 1life than it is to go on living in a foolls paradise. Any men is foolish
who imagines he can get =long and get the best and the most out of life without the strengbh
and help of Gode

In Egypt, near Thebes, are the ruins of the temple of Karnak. It Is one of the marvelous
ruins, unique in its architectural features. ne is lost in wonder as he asks himself what
mechanical contrivances could have been used thousands of years age to transport those
immense stones from the quarry one hundred and fifty miles across the desert and place them
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in the high walls of that temple. One gazes with amazement down thet long vista of
gigentic columns, near the top of which are religiocus symbols sculptured in curious
designs. A1l these symbols caunnot be interpreted, but we know that this temple was bulln
ages ago by people who were reaching out after God and who felt that they couldn't gei along
without Hime In the midst of all the wealth and splendor of Thebes was the thirst for the
living Gode

In Syriz we find the trememdous ruins of Baalbek-—nine acres of land literally coverad with
the remains of magnificent temples. No descripiion can do them justice. How these temples
were built remains a mysterye How these enormous stones were brought there no one can tells
Surely there were giants in those days. Those wondrous temples bullt two thousend years ago
bear testimony to the etermal craving of man for Ged, and to the fzact that he cannoi get
along withcut Him.

In Ephesus can be seen strewn over the ground. the colossal colums of the temple of Diana.
And the prostrate columms of that once nzjestic pile scem to cry oub, ®Man can't get along
with God.M

In Athens there is the Parthenon, perhaps the grandest and loveliest structure ever reared
by human hands, Every column of that gloriocus structure, many of them still pointing up-
ward, seems to shout, ®ian can't get along without God.® This universal and timeless thirst
for God bridges the gulf between the world of the long ago and the world of today, betwsen
1ands afar off and those listening to me, and forms the deepest and strongest pond of uniiy
in the human races At heart every man is hungering and thirsting for something that ths

- world cannot give, longing for scmething real and permznent amid the transiteory things of
timea .

 Kovt away from public worship, Devid was heartsick. Tage he did not seek, honor he did not
covet, but the enjoyment of communion with God was an urgent nsed of his soul. Thai he
viewed not merely as the sweetest of all Juxuries, but as an absolute necessity, like watler
to a deers Any child of God will have a yearning for communion with his heavenly Father,
Whe alone can satisfy the longings and needs of his heart.

While David was in the midst of his distress and desperation others scoffed at him and
disdainfully taunted and reproached him with the question, ®Where is thy God?%™, implying
that He had forssken His servznt. It is ever true that in times of religious perplexity
that the unsympathetic world either misunderstands or taunts the children of Gode

is often happens with God's children, Setan tempted the Psalmist to question the goodness -
of Cod. Because of his unfavorable circumstances and uncongenial environment, he concluded
that he had been mistreated. It is so easy to think that our trouble is worse than any-
body else ever endureds ' '

Overwhelmed by his troubles, trisls and tribulations, David was prane to be despondent.
Concerning these things, which he regarded as having come into his personal experience by
the directive or permissive will of God, he remarked, ™All ithy waves and thy billcws are
gone over me.® Zre long he placed his implicit faith in God and was blessed wonderfully.

As long as we are here, we shall encounter temptations, disappointments, problems and
tyials that will tend to discourage us, bui we must not become despondent for we have the
blessed assurance that God is for us and will see us through. In His own time and way the
help which we need will be made available to us.

®Hope thou in God.® From Him cometh your salvation. He is your satisfying portion. He
will not fail you, nor forsake you. As long as we are in this scene of things we shall
continue to meet with trials, temptations, disappointments and problems that will naturaily
discourage us. But faith comes to the rescue and gives us the assurance that God is for us

and will see us through,
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wWipials many will beset my pathway
And temptations I shall surely meets
But my Saviour promised grace to help me,
Ti11 I lay my trophies at His feete®

Remember this — there is never a time when we may not hope inm Gode In the Lord's omn -
zood time help will come. Therefore; cast down the black flag of discouragement and raise

the white banner of hopee

Christ is the only (ne Who can sabtisfy the needs of your soul, and your soul does not have
a single need that He cannot supply. FHe is the complete answer to the thirst of the human
soul. You will never be satisfied without Him. If you will accept Him as your Saviour,
He will never disappoint nor fail you., Nillions have been able to sing out of their om

experiencess

®] heard the volce of Jesus say, 'Behold, I
freely give,

The living watery thirsty one, stocp down,
and drinit, and livelf

I came t0 Jesus, and I drank of that life-
giving stream;

My thirst was quenched, my soul revived, and
now I live in Him.%



