NCW, TRY GOD
"My soul, wedit thou only upon God; for my expectation is from nim. " Psalm 62:5.

Years ago Mary Pickford, the noted movie actress, wrote a book entitled, iihy Not Try God?"
This book enjoyed a greabt popularity and was for a long time a best seller, In that book

Miss Pickford described a great secret, bub it was not a new secret. In fact, it was a very
old seeret. The Psalmist knew about this secret in the long age and wrobte aboub it. He said:
"ify soul, wait thou only upon Cod: for my expectation is from him" (Psalm 62:5). With a child-
like Taith the Psalmist had expected God to do for him what he needed to have done, whai he
could not do for himself, and whab no one else could do for him.

The words of our subject, "Now, Try God," and those of our text are directed to us with a re-
markable force, especially in these days in whieh-we &reinow living. ALl aboub us in the world
today are men and women whose hearts are heavy, whose sky is clouded with the storms of doubt,
ang whose souls are oppressed with some great grief. AlL of these need to be arrested amd
challenged by this subject and this text.

The bext begins with the words, "My soul.” Here is a man communing with his own soul. He is
deliberately addressing himself, and calling himself to attention. We must challenge our
souls, too, and arcuse them to the conbemplation of the things of God. The primery and all-
nclusive condibion of spiritusl blessing is that we set our syes upon God and keep thenm
fastened upon Him, '
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Two statements in the Bible are unigque in the range of their meaning and appeal. Unconsciously
we patbern our lives on the basis of one or the other. The first is recorded in Job 3:25

and says: "The thing which I greatly feared is come upon me." Here you see life gituned Lo
fear. The second is recorded in Psalm 42:5 and says: "My soul, wailt thou only upon Godi Tor
my expectation is from him." This verse, by way of contrast , poinis the way to faith, confie-
dence, poise and power. We 1live by fear or by faith, and our lives get made up aecordingly.

For illustrations or examples of the fear and doubi attitudes we need only to loock about us.
The most tragic waste is not Lo be fonnd in the realm of industry but in the realm of human
lives. Lives that were meant to march on to a climax of achievement are often tripped up by
fear, doubt and cyniclsem.

Three centuriss ago Thomas Goodwin made the statement that Jesus was the greatest believer who
ever lived, Christ Jesus turned the quality of faith loose in the lives He Louched. By means
of its magic alchemy He made nobodles into somebodies, and transformed defeats into viciories.
When, at the foot of the Momnnt of Transfiguration, the father of the afflijcted boy sald in
effect, "If you can, help us,” Christ replied in substance, "What do you mean, 1If you can?!
Everything is possible to a man if he will only believe.” There were no "ifs" when it came
to the nower of Christ. That is why that, when people let His powsr come into their lives
through vital and expectant faith, there is no 1imit tc what they can becoms.

Yhen the early disciples of Christ saw the mighty signs snd wonders and miracles which He per-
formed, they were Filled with wonder and exclaimed, "Lord, increase our faith.” It is notice~
able bhat they 4i4 not ask for their burdens to be lightened, but they did ask for a vival and
a victorious faith,

We would do well to say with the Pealmist, "My soul, be thou silent before God.™ By that he
meant, "Make God thine only object in 1life., Make God thine cnly dependence and never trust in
anything else. Have no care bubt to plgase God. Cast all thy cares on Him: for He careth for
thee, Let thy great concern be to love and to serve God, and to walt only upon Him."

"Wait thou only" (or exdlusively)'upon God." The primary condition of spiritual blessing is
that we set and kesp our eyes fastened upon God., If you will do that, it will banish from your

heart $ s gt b £ et . .
art that spirit which is antagonistic to the reception of blessing from God. The self-right-



D

eocus spirit, the fiippant spirit, and the critical spirit will disappear, if you keep your
eyes steadily fixed upon God, and that will be such a blessing to you. If you wait only upon
God, He will give to you a reverent, humble, taachable and devoub spirit. This spirit will
cause you te have an unutbterable hunger and longing of heart for the very richest blessings
that God is willing and waiting to give. Do not be content with less than God wants you to
receive and to enjoy. We need the spirii of intense longing which broke the heart offobert
Murray MeCheyne, and caused him to ery, "Oh, God, make me az holy a2s a saved sinner can bel'

If you wait exclusively upon God, your chief concern will be God's will for you. It is a
guestion between God's will and your will, wvour personal, conscious, unquestioning, unreserved
surrender to God, and then God's personal possession, mastery and use of you, and then that
hallowed, soul-satisfying fellowship between God and you which comes as the direct resull of
God's possession and mastery of you,

Wait upon God and expect. I you read the Old Testament, you will become awars of the fact
that all the prophets and writers were men who paid special heed to waiting upon God. How
often they emphasized the fact that it is well to wait upon God, or, as they sometlimss put it,
te keep silence before Him. ¢ that weiting upon God, and thelr expectation from Him, was
really the true source of the prophetic inspiration and message. It is evident thabt to these
men silence is essential to revelation. They are all alike convinced that God has His ecrets
which He is prepared to reveal Lo those that fear Him, They are all quite sure that, if only
they will sit and walt long encugh for the counsel of God, He will speak directly to them.

Our resl difficulty is that we have failed to practice the art of keeping silence in the pres-
ence of God.

If prayer is to be vital, it is not so much your peiitiion fo God, as a2 hely conference with
Him. Prayer is not so much what you say to God—that may often be guite unimportant. Prayer
iz a matter of giving God a chance to speak fto you. Yes, practice the art of being quiet be-
fore God, 1if youwan!t your guiet hour to be fruitful.

*Speak, Lord, in the stillnsss,
While I wait on Thee:
Hushed wmy heart to listen
In expectancy.’

The law of crestive expectancy functions in our humsn relatisnships. You can walk in the
midst of others with your fist clenched and ready to styike or with your hand extended to
greet and bless. You send ocur vibratlions of love or haired, of good will or of animosity.
And what you send oub comes back to you in some way sooneror later,

"My expectation!" How thewords ring down the centuries, out of the Psalmist's troubled 1ifel
For here was a wman who might easily have become a cynic or a pessimist, et least with regard
to men, after his trestment by King Seul. Bubt happily he hac learned the useful habit of
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getting his eyes off men and cirewmstances, and on God. The result was that he could remain

not only unmoved by present distresses, but positively expectant of relief and deliverance and
final blessing.

Such expectation as thiz is an attitude of soul toward God which is neither easy nor natural,
but which needs te be deliberately cultivated, for it is both God-honoring and God-compelling.
Sueh exmectation is more than passive brust,is deepdr than honest desire, andhigher than hope

in the absiract. It oubtruns all of these, for it is positive, aggressive, and divinely ambitlious
And T am sure it is a guality of mind, an attitude toward God, which must be deliberately cul-
tivated and steadfastly maintained by all of us.
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of J, Hudson Taylor, at the last annusl meeting of the China Inland Mission he attended before
his death. His emphatic words were these: "There is a living God. He has spoken tous in His
Word., He means what He says, and will do all He has promised.”

Perhans our mresent and rightful expectation in God might well be summed up in the declaration
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I want io challenge and invite you to wait upon God. After you have sought balm fer broken
hearts and shattersd hopes but all in valn, "Now, Try God." After you have come to the end
of your own strength and are absoluitely powerless Lo penetrate the somber gray of the clouds
above: afitsr vour own feeble strength has failed to 1ift the burden which presses upon your
soul: after you have sounght relief in all of these things, "Now, Try God."

After vou have tried the vain philosophies of antiquity which pose today under the guise of

new thought, snd after all of these have left you empty, then try God, It is quite an interest-
ing experiment to take some of the religions of today which pose as being very modern and stream
lined and compare their vrincipal tenets with the phiiosophies of a dead past: when this has
been done it will be discovered that there is not anything new aboui them. They have gone
through a sort of "face-l1ifting" process, but at the core they are bub the pantheistic heathen
vhilosophies of another day. After you have tried these, and they have not brought any reliefl,
"How, Try God."

After you have tried some rituslistic ceremony and religious "grancstand display,” why not

try God? You have found that mechanically conforming to the externals of religion does nob
give you either change of heart or peasce of mind. Your heart is still as heavy and as burdensd
as it always was.

You have not had any inward cleansing of your soul. Since that is the case, "Now, Try God.”

After you have tried grasping and getiing of money, prestige and fame, and still do not have
peace of mind, "Now, Try God." The things that you have made your god instead of blessing you
have turned out as curses, so now Tor peace of mind and heart, try Goc.

After you have tried the gaudy, tinsel show of pleasure and still do not have any lasting peace,
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"How, Try God."

Tosey of all days, in this hour when hopes have been blasted, when lives have been saddened,
when homes have heen broken, when the bloody monster of war is stalldng roughshod over our
civilization, we should "Now, Try God."

You who have a great burden upon your heart should try God. Today we see as never before the
fulfillment of the old Spanish proverb which says, "There is not a home in all the land but what
sooner or later willhave its hush.,” No doubt there are mothers and fathers listening to me
whohave heavy hearts. I[et me challenge and invite you to "Now, Try God."

Those who really think are convinced now more than ever that this is a day described in the
Seripbures as one when mens'thearts"are failing them for fear." Many are asking serious ques—
tions which dmply doubt. They are asking, "Is God able to cope with the world situation?”
Some ave vlacing big question marks after all the promises of God., Out of heavy hearts some
are asking, "If God is good, why does He allow wars?? Well, we need to reassure ourselves
that God does nob make wars: men make wars. 1f the forces of evil which are responsible for
wars had let God have His way in their lives, we would not have had the terrible bloodshed.
Is God equal bo our day? By many affirmations from His YWord, and from countless testimonies
from His pepple, the answer is "les.”

¥ay I ask vou frankly and honestly, Have you really tried God? Have you actually pul Him to
the test? Have you given God a chance? Have you casi your all upon Him? Have you gone %o
Him in the hour of sorrow? Have you lefi your broken heart with Him? Have you really tried
God?

Many do not get heln from God in their hours of trial because their faith is weak. They do not
in their hearts reslly trust God. If you would really iry God, or put Him to the test, then
wou mush yield your heart fully to Him.

God longs for us, yearns for us, and walts for us to put Him to the test. Yhen God's children
think that He does not Jove them anymore, the kind, loving and gracious Heavenly Father in
tenderness and gentleness says, "But, my child, you have not really tried He, you have not
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really trusted Me yet." Beloved, today, of all times, do try God. Trust in Him fully, im-
plicitly and coempletely.

Lay hold upon God in a personal way., When we do this He will not £2il us. Hen often fail %o
tyust God and Lo try Him beeause they do not realize that He is beside them, that He is closer
Lo them than 117

YTes, take God beside you day by day in reality and in truth, Leslie D, Weatherhead, in one of
his excellent books, tells of an old Scotchman who was very ill. The old man was a very devout
Christian., One day when his minisier came to ses him, there was an smpby chair beside his beéd
and the old men explained that years before another man of Ged had told him to pray by bisualizi
Jesus as sitting in that chair: and vhen he did thisg in his praying, he talked with Jesus as
with an old-time friend. A few days later one of the old man's daughters came rushing to see
the minister, saying that her father had been found dead and thal his hand was resting peace~
fully on the chair. Ah, beloved, thers it is. It is as one said, "Practicing the Presence,’
knowing that God is with you day by day.

But someone timidly asks, "Can I do this?’ "Will He help me?"' The testimony of millions is
that He will help. They have tried Him and they know., This cannot be disproved, and no sneer-

ing skentie or seoffing critic can take this assurance lrom us. TYes, God and His presence
ars real,

When you are subjected to the temstations of Satan, then try God., “hen the hour of death
spproaches for a loved one of yours, or when you walk with that one to the brink of the icy
waters of death and there bid him farewell, in that dark, lonely hour try God. Uhen the hour
comes for you to depart this 1ife say with the Psalmist: "Tea, though I walk through the valley
of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: Ior thogért with me.”

During the days of depression, a man and his wife were defeabed. They were oub of employment,
4id not have any money, and were without friends. They had talked it over between themselves
and decided to go down and jump into the river, taking their three small children with them

into the watery grave. As they went down the street the baby got cold and began to cry so
ritifully. They stopped in a church to warm themselves. And somehow in that service God touche
their hearts. They saw how foolish was the way of excape which they were trying to take. The
Swirit of God gently wooed them and they trusted in Christ for salvation. Their lives of sad-
ness were turned into happiness, as has happened with so many. God can and will make the same
thing happen in your case, if you as an unsaved person will really trust Christ as your Baviour.
Why not try God?



