A REVIVAL OF CONCERN

T Jooked on my right hand, and beheld, that there was no man that would know me:
refuge failed me; no man cared for my soul”. Psalm 142:4.

Any discussion of mant's reiationship to God is incomplete unless it takes inte account
the fact of sin. Any transgression of, or want of conformity to, the revealed will
of God is simn. Sin is any thought, desire, word or deed contrary to the will of

God. Sin ineludes aJl evil thoughts, words, asnd deeds.

Experience, observation, history, and the Bible prove that sin is a reality. The
scriptures plainly teach thal humen sinfulness is wniversal., "For all have sinned,
and come shori of the glory of God." Fom. 3:23. ™wherefore, as by one man sin
entered into the world, and death by sin; and se death passed upon all men, for
that 21l have simned.™ Bom. 5:12. The verdict of the Holy Spirit is that "There
is no man that sinmeth not." I Kings 8:46,

Man is depraved, His whole nature has been weakened by sin, FHe is totally unable
to deliver himself from the power of sin, and without ithe redeeming power of God's
grace he will sink deeper into sin., He is dead in trespasses and sins » degerving
of wrath, withouwt Christ, without God, and without hope in the world, Ieft to
himself, man is helpless and bopeless. He will never be able to save himself. The
Word of God teaches plainly thet man without Christ is lest. '

Just think of the perilous plight of the simner. The wrath of God is sbiding on

bin beecause of his rejection of Christ. "He that believeth on him is not con-
demmed: but he that believeth mot is condemned already, because he hath mot
believed in the nsme of the only begotten Son of God" John 3:18, He is in the
plight of an exhausted swimmer fer from shore, his desperate condition regmires .
someone to save him--not somecne to teach him to swim., The lost man is in the plight
of a man who has been poiscned. He needs an antidote—not someone to ask him how

he is feeling. The lost women is in the plight of = woman upstairs in a burning
house. She neede firemen to reseme her from the flames—-not some lecturer to
speak on the raveges of fire nor seme insurance agent to compute the less.

And the appalling thing about it is the immense rumber of people who are in this

.~ lost conditien. For exsmple, in Kentucky alone there are fir more than onme million
people abeve the age of nine years who have never made &ny profession of faith in
Christ. Many of our own relatives, neighbors, and friends ars. without Christ.

It was God's will that 1est souls. sheuld have a Sav:wm‘. Ta this end He pmvlded

the Ierd Jesus Christ, Who died on the acoss for their salvation. Man’s only hepe

of salvation is in the ‘marvelous grace o¢f the Iord Jesus Christ, Witheout a doubt

there are multitudes who would like to lmow Christ as their Savie'ar, if only some-
one would introduce them to Him.

Present-day Christiems are terribly neglectful of lost souls. Because there are se
many lost souls in the vicinity of every church whe have never been asked personally
to receive Christ as their Saviour, we need a revival of concern for the lost. We
pertainly need & new realization of the supreme business entrusted to us., 4any
chureh that is net siriving with all of its interests for the salvation of innnertal
souls, no matter how fundememtel its doetrines, eor how orthedox its practices, is
disobedient, backslidden, and dishonoring o Christ. The faect is we are not work-
ing at the busa.ness of soul-winning as we ought. Many about us can say, "Nobody
cares for my soul."
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"No man cared for my socul" is the langusge of David, when he was shut up in the
cave of Ingedi. There his enemies had pursued, caged, and surrounded him, while
his friends were afar off, unable or afraid to sasist him. It was an anxXious,
lonely, and wearisome time; all the harder to bear because David knew thet he was
innocent of any evil intentions concerning the lord's anointed. In his despondency,
when everything seemed to be going wrong with him, David coneluded that nobody
reelly cared for him.,  Taught by necessity and grace, he cried to God for help,

and he was delivered.

There are memy lost pecple areund ms today who can say, "Nobody cares for my soul.”
Through the years they have assocismted with vrofessed Christians who knew that they
had no hope of heaven, and who talked to them about everything else except about
that which they most wanted to heasr them speak-—-the salvation of their souls. They
are convinced that nobody cares for their souls because they just let them slone,
The reason for their being let alone is not because they would resent such in-
terest and endeavor. Often they greatly desire someonme te speekito them; for they
know they are lost, and they need somehbody to help them to be saved. The neglect
of souls on the part of those wha should care for them is & terrible and d:.stress:.ng

faect,

Every Christian should have a passion for scdls and werk continumously te get peeple
to forsake sin and to accept the Saviour. The sbsence of this longing and activity
in the lives of Christians today is indeed appelling. Multitudes of church mem-
bers never pray for the salvation of a lost soul, and never put forth any effort
whatsoever to the end that they might be saved, If one does mot have the desire
to see others saved, it may be due to onme of the feﬁl@mng conditions or causes:

1. 2n Unregenerstie State. '
- . The unsaved do not have the inelinatien or the a}aility to lead ethers to

Ghrist ®

2. A Worldly Life. = '
The. disebedient are not interested in mnning the lest. to Christ,

3. A lLack of Falth. ' ' '
Some do not believe they ¢an win souls to Chrisit, and, therefere, never attempt

it.

4. The Dread of Gfitieism.
Some are afrsid of what others might think and say.

5. Fear of )oing Harm Rather Than Good
' The duty is ours, se let us perform it in the righ'b spimt and the Ierd will

take care of the consequences.

Tt seems that we have lost & Word out of our Christian. vecabulaxy-—the word,
“eoncern.? A grest need of this hour is a genuine concern for the salvation of
other people. Many, who are unsaved, can truthfally say, "No man cared for my soul."
We sing, "Rescue the Perishing", but eur rescue efforts do not prove that we have

a real conecern. Do we ever say to the lost what Whitefield said: "I am willing

to go to prison and to death for you, but I am not willing %o go to heaven without
you"? Do we not need a revival of concern? Vhat an amount of pathes is contained
in this expression, "No man cared for my sowl¥! How sad that any human being, who
has lived in our midst should ever have occasion to utter it.
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The Meaning of Evangelism.

Fvangelism is a beautiful word., It iz the proelamation of the good news of
God in Christ with a view to winning others to faith in Him as their personal
Saviour and fidelity to Him as their lord and Master. The good news is that,
"Christ dled for our sins according to the seriptures; And that He was buried,
ard that He rose again the third day according te the scriptures.”

Evengelism has made Southern Baptists what they are and evengelism must sustain
them to the end., Every Baptist individusl, church, institution, agency,
minister, and missionary are the result of evangelism. Where our people

have failed to win souls they have inevitably died and are dying. A charch
must evangelize or perish. What breath is to the body, and what the soul is te
man, evangelism is to the church. VWhat color and fragrence are to the flower,
what water is to the sea, and what power is te the engime, evengelism is to
the church. Beptist people must ever remember that evangelism made us,
and evangelism alone can preserve us. If we are to have Baptist churches in
the future, we must win the lost te Christ and to church membership today.
Evangellism is not optionsl., It is imperative.

While making Christ known to lost simners is not the only task of the church,

it is nevertheless the orimsry ome. The first and supreme work of every church,
every preacher, and every Christizn is to win souls to the salvation and serviee
of Christ, Every New Testement churd needs & minister who will stand wp in
the pulpit and open his mowth boldly to mske kpown the message of the gospel; .

a minister whose message concerning God and Christ end men and sin and salvatien
will earry home to the minds and hearts of his hearers, because that message

is based upcn the Word of God, and bas been found true in his own experience.
But every church needs more than this. It needs men and women in its member-
ship who have been borm again, and who by God's grace are willing to live the
Christian life, to bear the Christian witness, and to do Christian work. One
of the great wesknesses of our present-day clurches is that they have dele-
gated the soul-winning work to the preachers and a few mizsionaries.

Christ lived and suffered and died te save the lost., He said, "Follow Me."
Therefore, every Christian should work with all his might to get others to.
forsske sin snd to accept Christ as Saviour. Certainly something is wrong
with any professed Christian who does mot try to win lost souls teo Christ.
suprems business 1s to find the unsaved and te tell them about the Savieur.
The need for evangelism is greater todsy than ever before. Every Christian

is to be an unceasing witress for Christ. How cen we face our Iord at last

if we have been unfaithful and nggligent in this supreme task?

The Ebssage- of Evangelism,

On every hand the question is being asked: "Have God's people an adeguate
remedy for the meeds of men in these changing times and this troubled world?®
In all humility, but with unfaltering faith and deep convietion, and with
boldness unefraid, we answer that they bave. And that is the glorious gospsl
of Jesus Christ. This gospel is the one and only adeguate remedy for every
need and condition of mankind,

Christ's gospel is not concerned with what men should do, for there is no good
news in that for amy sinnmer, but it is coneerned with what God has done already
for simmers. It is the announcement of the faet that He has provided righteous-
ness for unrightecus men. .
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With the exception of Christianity, all religions speak of salvstion by charac-
ter or by conduct. They hold oul the hope of earning sslvation by merit of '
one kind or anether. Bult salvstion by conduct or by works is the doetrine of
Satan, ro matier by whom nor where it is premched, Christ alone can save, Man -
must accept salvation as a gift from CGod; otherwise, he will never receive it.
The fact thet salvation is entirely of the Iord, avart from any work of men,
cannot be overémphasized, It is wonderful news to hear that God has done for us-
that which we could never do for ourselves. His glorious gospel comsists of
three facts: Christ died for our sinsg, Christ was buried, and Christ arese.

In these three centrel facts there iz nothing except that which should inereass

. our faith in Christ, our love for Christ, and our devotion to Him, Without any

hesitation whatever I take my stand believinz firmly in His supermatural birth,
Hig absolute deity, His vicarious atonement, His bodily resurrection, snd His
personal return.

The Methods of Evangelism,

- The methods of evangelism vary. Among them are the following; Gospel sermoms,

Bible teaching, femily influence, saved friends, and persensl work., Christ:
used the latter method extemsively and urged others to do likewise, Personal
evangelism--the believer in Christ witnessing te and working with the lost
sinper-~is the most effective method., It is mathematically correct, is ordained
of God, and is the pregram of the Holy Spirit. Experience, observaticn, and
study convince us that one of the grestest weaknesses of present-day evangelism
is our over-reliance upon sermons—-pulpit evangelism in the place of the per-
sonal testimony of every believer, Presching to the masses may effect much,

but it is only by the individual approach that intensive work is done. And

-besides, due to the fact that the masses of the mnsaved do not attend the church

services, we must contact them where they are, or they will never be reached.

Any evangelism which is not church-centered is not the New Testament type.

And, for any Christien to fail to tell others about the Saviour is eriminal

negligence, It is the inescapable duty of every child of God.
The Motives for Evangelism.

The motives for evangelism that constrain ue to this endeavor are as wide and
varied as the whole esrth, as inclusive as the needs of men, as lofiy as the

“love of Ged, as &eep as the pit of hell, as long as eternity, and as broad as

time.

1. The Command of Christ. " '
"Go ye into all the world, amd preach the gospel to every creaturs. TAs
the Father hath sent Me, even so send I you.? If we love Him we shall
strive to please Him,

2. The Gandition ef people, ' _
Without Christ people are lost in sin, If we love them, we will strive to

win them to Christ.

3. The Welfare of the Churches.
If we really loved our churches and wanted to see them grow, we would de
more to win the lost to Christ amd church membarship.

L. The Bes:q.re for Personal Blessings. - - -
Among these blessings are the grestest possible Joy, personal fellowship with

Ch
rist, and the fulmess of the Holy Spiritis presence and pover
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To the end that our pecple might be saved, that ovr churches might live and grow,

that Christ might be glorified and honored, let us give ourselves to the main tesk
for which every minister is ealled and every church exists-——seriptural, Spirit-filled

evangelism, the hope of the world,




