UNCONSCIOUSHESS OF SIN

"iho ean understand his errors? cleanse thou me from secret faults.® Psalm 19:12.

Psalm nineteen opens with the freshness and gladness of the morming. £&s the devout
singer looked out upen God's works and beheld the gorgecus sunrise, the adoration of

his soul burst forth in joyoms praise. Then, as if he were not completely satisfied

with God's revelation in nature, he turned to that clearer and better witness, the
inspired Word, and said, "The law of the Lord is perfeet, cenverting the soul: the testi-
mony of the lord is sure, making wise the simple. The statutes of the Lord are right,
rejoicing the beart: the commandment of the Lerd is pure, enlightening the eyes." After
he hed Jooked into the bocks of nature snd revelation, David opened the book of conscience
and examined his own heart in the light of the other two.

While spesking of the law of God, some of its searching rays gtreamed down into David's
soul =nd revealed regions of darkness which he had not suspected, as well as the tremendous
contrast between himself and God. Overwhelmed with astonishment and grief, while com-
prehending the numwber and the fregueney of his sins, and knowing full well that ke had
gins within him whose depths were still unfathomed, David eried: "dho can understand

his errors? e¢lsanse thou me from secret faults.®

Phis experience finds its parallel im every Christian heart and life. The most godly
people readily acknowledge that every day of their lives gives them some new understanding
of the sinfulness of their own hearts. Isn't it strange that, while the most holy peeple
recognize that they ere great simmers, there are those who meke no profession of religien
and have no aspirations whatever after holiness and yet they are scarcely conscions that
they are sinners st all? Im fact, it scems that the greatest transgressors are troubled
the least by the accusstions of conscience. Even though many refuse to recognize the
existence of God and to acknowledge His blessings, they de not seem to know what gir is.
Sensual and seifish men have the tendency to demy or to excuse the fact of sin, %o com-
ceal or to ignore it.

At the outset of our study of the unconsciousness of sin, it is well for us to remenber
that there are three levels of the mind. The first level is the conscious. I ecould

wish that your eonscious minds would be occupied with what I am saying to you. The
second level is the subconsecious. This is the region just below the conscious mind in
which ere stored all the memories which one may call inte comsciousness, such as familiar
names and places. Just below the conscious and the subconscieus is the third level

vhich is known as the unconscious mind in which dwells the memories which seem to have
been forgotten but which are still very much alive. The things which we have buried in
the unconseious are anything btut dead. For example, a great many of our fears are dne

to certain incidents in childhood which we have forgotten, iut which have not disappeared.
Character and heppiness are affectéd vitally by the things which have been pushed down
into the unconscicus.

I should like to mention three things sbout the unconsciousness of sini

I. The Certainty Of It.
1. Some of our sins sre unkmown to others,

There is a certain portion of each of our lives which is sheltered from the popular
gaze. There is a certain privacy left, so that God may put us to the test and see
whether our conduct is proper because others look at us or because He sees us.

How do yon aet in this reslm? Is it true that you are more pure befors men than
you are before God?



- -

Most of us put our best side to the world. How carefully we veil from others our
thoughts, our schemes of pride, our unspoken amger, our fits of envy, our greed
snd our stained imaginations! That accounts for the fact that the best people
think worse of themselves than others think of them. The best of men have ever
had the feeling that if the world knew them better it would praise them less.

However, it should be stated that the sins whieh people keep secret from others
are not nearly as numercus ss they think. Some of the sims which are kept secret
from the world are well known by those at home. The people we meet on the sireet
may never suspect that we have committed those sims, but a parent, & companion or a
¢hild may know about them &ll too well. Furthermore, there are sins which a man
may commit in business, so that his pame is dishonored among henorsble eompetitors,
and yet the shadow of them may never touch his home or his adoring children.

2. Some of our sins szre unknown to us.

The secret faults to which our text refers are those sins in your life and mine of
which we are unconscious. They are the sins which we commit of which we are un-
aware. Not having been awakened to them, we are not conscious that they are
there at all. All of us are more or less blind %Yo our own sims.

Some of our sins ere hidden behind self-imberest, prejudice or pride. Oceasionally
we go so far as to thank God that we are not as other men. Other sins are hidden
behind rationalizations. BRatiomalization is g precess whereby the mind tries to
justify an attitude or en sction which we know to be wrong. It is an effort Ho
find relief from a guilt complex by some means other than repentance. For

example, a man may drink intoxieating beverages on the pretext that doing so will
make him popular or help him to forget his troubles. Apart from the truthfulness
or the falsehood in such a comsiderstion, there are importsnt facts which are
complebely ignored; one of which is the difference between rationaslization and
reasoning. When one reasoms out somebhing, he brings imto the focus of abbention
every fact that can pessibly bear upon the subjeet in mind, bub when he rationalizes
it, he brings to bear only the facts he wants to consider., By this method one can
satisfy himself that his stubbormmess is just will power, his dissipstion is just
being a good sport, and his dishonesties are just smart business. Many are given
to rationalizing their feults until they all but persuade themselves that their sins
are virtues.

S$$411 other sins are hidden behind commendable deeds. One says, "I den't ge te
church, but I live uprightly.® Another says, "Maybe I do cut a few cormers im
business deslings, but I do 2 lot of good with my mensy." Thus by putting some
commendable trait over against a bad one, we frequently balance the account in our
ewn favor and try to forget that our sgins are still there. Our faeulty of judging
ourselves is most unreliable. Sins of which we are not censclous sre the ones which

harm us most.
3. None of cur sins are unknown to Ged,

TEvery sin in thought, motive, aettitude, intention, plan, word or deed is known by
the Lord.

1I. The Consequences Of It.

1. Secret sins make right decisions more diffieult.

Where is there a better illustration of this than the case of Pilare, the man who
Wwas responsible for the erucifixzion of our Saviour? The marrative of our Lord's
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death tells us how anxious Pilate was to liberate Him. He sent the Saviour to
Herod; then he offered Barabbas as a substitute for the condemmed Prisoner; then

he entered inte a controversy with the priests; then in a dramstic wey he czlled for
a basin of weber so that in the presence of the assembled mmltitude he might wash his
hands as & protestation of his innocence; then as a final appeal to the pity of the
mob, he had the Lord Jesus publiely scourged so that the sight of His pale and ex-
hausted body might excite the pity of the Jews.

¥hy didn't Pilate follow his better judgment? His owr past secret conduct had
forged chaing sbont him and made 1% extremely difficult for him to mske the right
decision. He had dong things in his own private life which would not bear the
light of publie¢ scrutiny. The Jewish leaders knew this end threatened him with
exposure to the Roman emperor, and Pilete knew that meant deposition, exile and
possibly desth. Therefore, Filate stood before the mob, which was clamoring for
the bloed of Christ Jesus, as the personifiealion of irresolutiorn and moral
weakness, due to the seerel sins of his ewn life. Against his ocwn better judgment
Pilste handed the Lord Jesus over to His ememies. Pilatels secret sins weakened
him to such an extent that he found it exceedingly difficuli to meke a greab
decision for the right. On the other hand, s clean heart and life gives c¢ne the
gcourage to make a great decisien fer the right.

2. Seeret sins prepare people for eopen falls.

Great sins are secldom momentary overthrows, They seldom hit us like bolts oubt of
the blue. A man cherishes some hidden sin of whiech even his dearest friends are
blissfully ignorent, and finslly the day comes when, like a bolt of lightning from
a clear sky, the secret is out and the loved ones and friemds are shocked beyend
expression. Do neot imagine this man was earried off his feet by some sudden impuise.
Perhaps for years he had been gloating over the mnelean thing, and then one day
under the pressure of temptabion he unexpedtedly gave way. The soil was silertly
and secretly prepared for thils rank weed. So the sudden morsl collapse, when ‘
charscter was forfeited, was not as sudden as was first thought.

I1TI. The Cure For I%.
1. Recognize that the sins of which we are unconseious are real.
2. Rein'ember that God sees and knows the sins of which we sre uncomseicus.
3. Repent of your sins of which you are unconseious.
4. Reguest God te cleanse you of your unconsclious sins.

The worst thing you csn do with your sins is to try to bury them unforgiven in the
depths of the mind. By sueh procedure you simply give them a dark area in which to
contime thelr nefarious activity. Sins that have been forgotten by us, as well as
by others, may still be active in the unconscious mind, and thus be the czuse of
uwntold anxiety and misery. HMany sre tormented dreadfully by hidden sins.

The eleansing of the soul is a work of supreme urgency. Without this c¢leansing
liberty, happiness and fellowship with God will be laeking. The cleansing of the
gsoul is the work of Ged. That is why David prayed: "Cleanse thon me from secreb
faults," and "Create in me & clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within
me.?



