U TESTIMCNY OF THY REDESMED
et the rodsemed of the Tord ssy so.f  Pealm 107:Z.

1nm of praise. The Psalmist reslized that he and his people had meny ressons
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This is & pea
for thenksgiving. Seo, he celled on 211 beneficiaries to give thenks unio the Giver of
every good and perfect gift.

In other psalms the writers have called upon 211 creastion to praiss God. The mounising,
rivers, bessts, birds, insects——sll are celled upon to join in the grand hallelujsh. Tow,
comes the lost and loudest call ito the whols a2nimeite world, particularly o msn; not merely
85 & crezture bui =S5 & redeemed person. Of a2ll who should praise God the redeemed are
under the grestest obligeiion, Dbecsuse redermption mesns 20 mnch more then crestiom. Ee
has & dovble blessing, 2nd is under & twofold obligstion. He not only owes his life io

the Tord, but slso the redsmption of his soul. :

Qur text begins with the word ¥"lei," which implies thai men is bubbling over to offer his
preise. The scene is swept of &ll hindrances so sas to give men a free, unhindered oppor-
tunity %0 do that for which his heart is yesrming., I capmot think of s redeemed man who
does not went to praise God. There can be no higher blessing than 10 snatch & man from
the dangsrs of eternsl loss: and, if one is not grateful for this, no word of contempt
could sdequstely describe him. TFo think is to thenk, %hese verbs spring from a common
root. The thoughtful werscn is the thenkful person. Thoughtlessness and thanklessness
are twins. .

I. Vho Aire The Redeemed?

1. Those who were eternslly condemned, but by the gocdness of God have been set Irse.
Their condemnation was so binding and so rigid, that there was no nowser known to
man ty which he could be liberated. No galley slave ever knew the servitude of
the goul that was under the condemnsiion of sin. No death cell ever meant zs
moch to e condemned criminzl as the condemmation to eternal night. ¥o banishment
to any plece of stark isolation and desolation ever shui men up to such hopeless
despair as this certain ruin. To deliver one from such & fate would be o render

1 incomparsble blessing. Should not such = redeemed one have reason for expres—
sing his gratitude to his Deliverer?! The redesmed were 58 the criminsl already
on the gallows, with the blsck cap slresdy over his face snd the hand of the exe~
ecutioner resdy 4o enring the trap when & pardon is rushed from the governor staying
the hend of justice andé giving lilberty to the condemnsd.

2. The sizte of the rodesmad is made clear by the customs of the day in which the
Psalmist lived. When = mpan become involved in debt =nd could noi pay, he or his
family or both, with 211 he possessed could be sold for the debt, or his creditor
could mske slaves of ithe men snd his fomily. But fortunetsly & kinsmen could pey
the debt and release th, men Trom his bondsge. The implicstion is that this re-
deemad men, whose liberiy wes secured by his kinsmen, would surely be grateful for
his relssse. I heard the story of z slsve who was purchased from the block at
s public suciion; the price was paid and he was delivered to the unew owner; the
swner geve the slave = slip of psper which was mesningless because he could not
read, buot he wes told it was an emancination. The paper was & certificate of
freedom. Turning to welk sway, he reslized for the first time what it meant, ran
£o him snd fell =% his Test, snd begged 1o go home with him and gerve hin with
gladness. Redeemed, he wanted to express his gratitude in a Titiing manner.

That is whet the Pselmist is pleading fov.

Uohpiat hath redesmed ws from the curse of the ilsw, belng nmede a curse for us.’ Since
onr freedom cost FHim His 1life, is thers not reason that we should be filled with an
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inexvpressitle gratitudet He brought hone o the hopeless. He gave liberty o the
imprigoned. He gove 1life 1o the dend. Aceent our gratitude, O Godl

T¥. W%hat Do The Hedeemsd Heve To Say?

1. They have sn sxperience 1o tell.
¥he Paalmist victures the scens of & crowd of the redeemed o 5
something, =nd his vles is thet they should be sllowed to gay it. So we
ask what they have o say? And our first answer is, they heve an sxperience
10 tell. Fwvery redeemed soul doss havs sn experisnce, for this is what sal-
vaticn means.

It is not some theory or dogme; it is an experience within the soul. Paulis
sxperience on the Demescus road was nod a fancy but o realidy, which he
never doubtad nor ever tired of tslling. It completely changed his life,
2nd he Telt that 1t wonld change the life of any man. He was often srrssied
bacausse of his religious convichions, bui when he was arraigned before the
courts he inverisbly told the experience that came 1o him on the rozd to
Damaseus., And its effects were msgical, for 1% made Jjudges irembls, and
sresecuters forged to prosscuie, and witnesses refuss $o azccuse him. ¥hen
Christ hesled the man who was blind from his birth, ke bad a real experience.
Yhen the apostles healed the lome man at the gate of the Tewple, he had a
real exverience. ‘

S0 211 the rsdesmed have had an experience %o tell. Hany will be ssved when
the redeemed tell thsli expsriences. Ve may not be able Lo prsesch s grest
garmon, nor sing a song beautifully, nor write & book, mor convince the world
with our legic; but we can tell our experisnces, 2nd this is better than
any ssrmon, sopnz or beok. Thers is no srgumsal to an experience; it iz the
relasion of factis, whether given eloguently or in broken ssatences. ¥or is
there any argument sgainst an experience. V¥hen Christ hezled the demoniac
in the hills of fsdars, the man wanted to go with Chrisi, but he was sent
back to his home snd his friends thai he mighi tell his exzperience, and led
then see for themselves vwhat Christ had éone for him, This is the most iel-
ling work s redsemed men csn do.

2. They have s gratituds to expless.

We wounld be 2 rece of ingrates of the derkest bue if we were not grateful o

God for His mercy towerds us, Does our silence mesn that we are not saved,

er that we are not grateful for ocur sslvation, or that we do net know how o

express our gretitude? The lack of gretitude on the part of some of the re~

deemed must be the shervest pang. in the heart of God. The noblest service
refdesmed men can render msn or Godé it to show by his life that he is sine

cerely znd deeply grateful for the benmefits received.

3 They have s recemmendstion o meks.
Sresking out of their own experience they eagerly tell-others, who are in
like condition, wherse snd how they might find relief., If you had been hezaled
of some dread disesse, how gladly you woudd recommend the vhysiclen ko your
friends who had snatched you fron the very grave. If soms book had glad~
dened your heari, snd made lighter your burden, what & privilege it would
be to recommend it to others who were wassing through similer cirecumsisnces.
Wow, the redeemed heve 2 recommendaeilon to meke io the rest of the world.
They krow of 2 Ssevicur who forgeve thelr sing, and saved their souls, and
comforted their hesris, and geve them sivengih for the battles of life;
what & oplessure it is to recommend Him te all men. There is no sin oo greatl
for His love. There is no habit too herd for Fis Spirit. There is no tiob~
iem too Gifficult for His wisdom.
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Should The Redeemed Say I%7Y

They sre commanded to do so. .

"¥e shsll De my witnesses,” was spoken more than once to the followers of
Christ. They werse instrucied to g0 everywhere and tell the story of His
redseming love. The world waits © heir testimony. 4 hesathen woepan re=-
buked one of the missionaries one dey with the words: Vihy wsre you 80
long in coming o tell us sbout Christ? My mother amd father Gled befors
they ever heard of Eim.®

o]
or

hey are sxpected Lo ssy it :

., the church, end the world =sxpect the redesmsd o bear testimony
:t. The silence of Christians has brought shame to the ceuse of
&

°
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Alss, some are afrzid Lo sgay it.
It may be that thelr lives will no% besr out their testimony, and people
will dcubt thelr siatemsnis becsuse their lives ars 8¢ contrary, for they

Inow that conduct speaks louder then words. And because of thelir inconsis-
temoy they hold their pesce, end hold back ftheir testimoniss. Let all the
redeenmed bear their itssitimony. Christ will te honored by it. Hem wiil be

turned back by it. The church will ke enriched by it.



