"THE GUIDING *

"I will instruct thee and tesch thee in the way which thou shelt gor I will guide thee
with mine eve,." Psalm 34:8,
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Te The Promize,

bought of Cod offering to be the guide
promises in this connection. The

There ic something besutifui znd tender in the %
of His children. We shernid rewind ourselves of Hig
gul&anue promised to and vrovided for the children of Israel in thelr wilderness journey-
ings was unmistakable: they had the pillar of firve by night and the clowd by day. The
promise of God to the Psalmist was Just as distinet: "I will guide thee with mine

eye.”™ The promise of guidance for us just as it was for men of faith who lived

long ago. God is as Truly : »h now as then. He is quiie as willing znd as able

to direct our steps as He was to guide those who lived before us.
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Guidance ls not something uvwm
Tt is one of the "all things® that make up the inheritance of those who belong to Christ.
If we love Him, we should expect His guidance, The Christian 1ife is a direct, personal
relationship with God. As T live in the enjoymert of this relationship I shall take
pleasure in speaking to Bim, and T shell also listen while He speaks to me. OCmidance

ig therefore a daily, regular =umerience.
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. The Privilege,

This guidance is very full in iis nature, "I will imstruct thee,” that is, T will make
thee intelligent. "I will teach thee in the way which thou shalt go,” that is, I

will point out thy way with the finger., That is & picture of Cod dealing with a soul
that iz perplexed or troubled. God says, "I will make thee intelligent, and then
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with My finger I will point out the way." It is as though 0od szid to the soul that
is perplexed and in difficulty about the wey, "I will give thee the capacity for
understanding Me, and having done that, T will show thee the rzgib way." "I will guide

thee with m¢no eye," Herein is fellowehip as well as $?SDTUCEJOn° for the guide goes
with the traveller, and thus will God, in the vrocess of our inst truction s give us
fellowship with Himself, Flessed sre they who follow Fim; thev have the nrivilege of
holy walk ard hesvenly QOMESEJ. We are not onTj to ve teld the way, and led in it, bub

to be accompanied in it by our Leacber ara Frienc

Coneider the nature of divine guidance. It ig very slender guidance. #I will guide
thee with mine eye.” A glance of the eye is sufficient for the servent, who is keenl:
watening his master. In like mu mer, the Christian soul in fellowship ard loving
intimacy with God will have intimations of His will, which can be felt rather than
explained and proved, '

God's guidance is like a silk thread, which may “be broken by the recaleitrant. I%
bears no comparison with the rope by which some captive might be dragged aleng a road
he was umwilling to take. There is no compulsion in Cod's guidance, - It is offered

to those who seek it and are willing to follow the wey made known. Ged's children, in
their freedom, can ask end receive indications of God's will and vurpose for them, buk -
they will be left free to follow or turn asside., Tn this freedom ig the sweetness of
their fellowship end the movrsl worth of their obedience., Divine guidance must be
desired, asked for and sccepted, :

There iz a megablve sapect odte guldance. here 1 a guidance of restraint.
There is a volice whieh srusﬁ,'u g is not the wey." In the old steory of the Exodus

of the children of Israel frolx Teypt we read, ™iwd led them not through the way of
the land of the Philistines, though that was near." They were umprepared to hew their
way through = country where they would be strongly ovposed, So it nay be with us.

God leads us in a safe woy for ug. Self-will leade many into dangers which would have

been escaved had they sought zuidance of God at a sufficiently esrly stage.

The easy ayd attractive way will not always be the right way for any of us. Two
friends were riding bicyeles onme night., One had traversed the road many txmes, but fo
the other the way was not knowvn. Fresently the one who knew the rcdad seid, "We are on
the wrong road., This road is toc eagsy. We are zoing down-hill, and the right road out
of the lown we have just passed through is mup hill., We must turn back,” If the road

ie too easy for any Christisn, it is time for him to ask whether he is on the right road.
The wrong road never yebt led to the right place.

There is azlso a positive aspect to God's guidance. OChrist Jesus said, "o this end was
T born, snd for this cause came I imbo this world." What a glorious confidence that
gave Him! We, too, may have this assurance of divine selection, direction and comirel.
Christian blography gives maﬂy examples of devoted servants of God who have had an
unwavering assurance that all their times were in God's hands., Therefore, their path
of 1ife and service had been,goyxully acceptable to them ag having been planned by
Cod. What peace in storm, whal rest in trma¢, what coursge in adversity, must be the
portion of those who lmow divine guidsnce in that assured way!

Andrew Fuller declared that the text, "Trust in the lord with all thine heart, and lean
not to thine own understanding, Tn all thy ways acknouledge Him and He shall direct

thy paths,® had been To him the great stand-by of his 1ife, HNever did he emter upon

any new departure in private 1ife or public service without returning to that great

text for prolonged meditation and prayer. Then things cleared up in his mind, he saw
his WAY and with the strong courage that marked the man, he went forward unhesitatingly.
This is an exarmple we musi 311 follow if we would know peace of mind and strength of
heart, When God's Word iz the lamp of our feet and the light of our path we shall walk

fely.
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Such guiddnce we s! d all seek. If it be the path of truth that is not elear, bthere

is a promise for il ouide you into 211 truth.® IF it be the path of life ‘
that has not yet i to us, there is & praver of confidence thatlt we can offer:
"Thou wilt show me the path of [ife." Bven if our ?0713 has led us into some wvong

path we may ¢ry for the (nide to show us the way'ﬁ‘w* safety.

There must be the wiilin~ azocevtance of divine guidence, It is a very happy thing |

when we sre led to look to God for guidance in our early days. If we early learv the
holy hebit of inguiring of the lord conecerning ¢y wey, we shall escape many dangers

and avoid meny sorrows. Cod usually calls early those w%om He degigns for important

service in His kingdom.

Guiding with the eye is not something that is unfemiliar to us. A good teacher ?requently

‘keeps order with his eye. He is sitting at his desk, looking at some ‘papers, and the

ge of his pre-occupation, There is a murmur of talk, and
t, uwntil swddenly he looks up., His eve flashes over the
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eve, we cannot be guiééé corvectly by it, What hinders
intgulities have taken hold upen me, so that T am not

Uniess we are able 1o sse ng?g
our doing so? Our sins,
able to look up." PFsaln 6QE1H. Llur eyes, our minds and oUr hearts should be fixed on
God, Humen life is a most hazurdous journey. It Jies through difficull regions., Youth
travels in slippery places, <1ty is beset with shares., Age has ites peculiar dangers.
Dur steps are dogged by enes nd surrounded with perils. This being s, our text
is rich w1th encouragement d&ﬂ cotsolation, "I will guide thee with mine eye.”

God guides we with the eye of fércknowledge, constant watchfulness and loving sympathy.

He never loses sight of any ore., No individual is missed in the erowd. N sin, no
trouble and no need can escape iz eye. His wetehfulness is unceasing. Though He has
seen failure so many times when Hs has looked down upon Hig own, the riches of His long-
suffering sre not exhausted. :

The Perception.

God-guided men are always alert to intimations of God's will for them. Take Paul, for
example. "We were forbidden of the Holy Ghost to preach the word in Asia." HNote that

no reason was assigned. "We assayed to go into Bithynia, but the Spirit suffered us
not." All his plans were laid aside at the divine bidding. But scon the reason appeared,
#There stood a man of Macedonia, and prayed him, saying, 'Come over intc Macedoniz and
help uws.'" He obeyed the call, and the result was that the gospel came to Europe and

the West, instead of being c¢onfined to Asia.

How God's guidance may be perceived is an importent guestion, and only a general answer
can here be given. He who loves us hss many ways of directing our steps.

1. He gives us guidance through His Word. :
God has revealed His ways and purposes in the Bible. To know the Bible and cherish
ite teachings is to acquire a sense of direction in the zffairs of 1life that will
save us from many & wrong decision and often make the right way plain, Nothing
that cuts across the plain teachings of the seriptures can be frem God, for the
Spirit does not speak with two voices.
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2. He gives us guidance through His providences.
His hand is on things, and He brings about the ovening of doors, and the closing
of doors. We must watech the hand of God in a1l events.

3. Ee gives us guidance through the Foly Spirit.
The Holy Spirit suvesks to our souls, snd especially in the momente when we are
very mear to God in love and surrendered will., As we bring our csse to Him, and
abide in His presence walting for Him to sneak, we shall receive an impulse towsards
or against what we hsve brought before ﬁlm.

It is said that the wey intc the harbor ai Holyhead, England is indicated by three
lights., 4&s the ship apvroaches in the night, the man at the wheel mmst so steer the
vessel that the three Iliphte come into line and sppear to the eye as one. Vhen this

is dome the harbor entrance is ptralght ahead., So it is with the guiding lights of the
Word of God, the Providences of Uod and the Spirit of God. When in doubt, we should

ask, "What does the Word say?® Is there any pronibition there? "What do the Providences
of God eay°" Is there u closing door, and an op*11ng door and a call? ™Whal does the
Spirit of God say?" Ts there an inclinstion of ihe soul, an sittraction net born of
self-interest or self-plessing? It Is not by one light but by three that our path

is made sure. When the three come imfo line we vay go Lorward withouwt fear.,

To hear His gnldlnﬁ volos Mﬂﬁ'ﬁlb :wly see the way in vwhich we should go, as He would
have us, we must be willing T : Much of our amxiety is due to
irmatience. We want to cro o¢ before we » to them. We sre worrying sbout
tomorrow when we should e 1 ing our whole hesrts into the duties of teday. Then,
of' course, we mist be willing to follow the 3:gh% He gives us, We can hardly expect
Hin to:direct our stens so long =s we are : | ovr woy rether than He, This
surrender %o God is the very core of faith, il is also = condition -}t only of
guidance but of vicbory and joy and power. iord of our lives often reveals the
way Lo us only a step at z tine, ﬁbe&zentlv to take the next step is to be in s
position to see further ahead. In suck a cese the trusting heart learns to say, "I
do not ask to see the digtant scene--one step enough for me." God expects s to trust
Him,




