THE GOODNESS OF GOD
Psalm 34:1-10

These remarkable verses contaim Bavid's song of trust in and praise of God., EReviewing
the circumstances under which these verses were written, we recall that David had allowed
the fear of Saul teo get into his heart., The fear of an enemy soon changes a person's
behavior. Because the fear of Saul was in his heart, David fled inmte the land of the
Philistines and took refuge with Achish the king eof Gath.

David found that he was unwelcome among the Philistines. Apparently he did mot have any
place that would afford him cordial hespitality, He was as a man without a country,

even though he had already been anointed king, Doubtless he reasoned, "They do not want
me at home, and they do not want me abread, What shall I do?" Have you ever felt like
that? We sometimes use the expression, "Like a fish eut of water.® Haven't you felt

like that at times, as though your environment was far from congenial, and youw had actually
come to the end of the road? David was in trouble, but there wasn't anything unusual
about that. "Man that is born of woman is of few days, and full of trouvblef (Job 14:1).
"Man is bern unto trouble, as the sparks fly upward® (Jeb 5:77.

All ef us have troubles. Some of our troubles are inherent im us. We do met have Lo
leock for them because we carry them sbout with us all ef the time, In 2 certain church
was a couple —=- the man & genmtlemanly fellow and the lady a splendid Christian. Fre-
quently this man would get out of sorts amd "climb the miff tree.® There would be
something wrong, and nobody would kmow what was the matter with him, One day their
pastor said te this lady, "Mrs, So-and-So; you know how I value your fellewship, but

if your husband is net happy here, how would it be if you were to take your letters and
go to some church where he would be happy?" She said, FPastor, your predecessor gave
me that advice again and again. He said, 'If you are not happy here why den't you ge
where you will be?'# Then she added, "We didn't for the reason I at least knew that
we should take our miserable selves with us.,”

Seme people carry their troubles about with them. They are always in trouble because
trouble is always in them. Have you read the story of the Quaker who, standing on the
crest of a hill, was approached by a stranger with a pack om his back? Looking down on
a village in the valley he said teo the Quaker, "What sort of people are living down
there ia the valley?" "Well," said the Quaker, Pwhat sort of pecple did thee leave
behind thee?? "They were dreadful people. That is why I left them, I wanted to get
away from them.” YAha," said the Quaker, "And thee will find exactly the same kind of
people down there." Of course he wounld, He was a man whe carried his troubles with
him, : '

. Fear of King Achish caused David te feign madness and act like a crazy man. Like many
others in ancient times, the king did not think that a madman should be melested, so he
told David to depart., Immediately David went and concealed himself in the cave of
Adullam. Im thet cave, surrounded by his four hundred loyal subjects who were also in
distress, Devid decided to have a service of praise and thanksgiving.

David beldly asserted his determination to sourd forth praises to God Whe had so
graciously delivered him and wonderfully blessed him. He reselved that nothing weuld
keep him from letting others know what marvelous things the Lord had dene for him,
With him the giving of thanks was going to be a fixed habit. Every day thereafter
was going to be one of thanksgiving and praise, We certainrly admire and honor him
because he thus dedicated himself to such a worthy task. Ome is at kis best when he
is praising God. It does something to him., David said, "I will bless the lord at ail
times: his praise shall continmwally be in my moubh."
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What David proposed to do was certainly right, but it is often difficult to "bless the
Lord at all times,® It is easy to sing a seng of praise in the day of presperity, but
it is often difficult te do se in the night of adversity.

We can learn this lesson of contimually praising God frem the birds alsc. With each
recarring dawn they sing. If the sky is clear, they sing as the stars go down and the
radiance of the rising sun is spread over land and sea, I1If the sky is dark, they sing
their songs, remembéring the days of brightest glow. Far better than the birds in
teaching the lessen of cemstant trust is the follewer of Christ who, frem morning
through evening, is praising God the Father, God the Sen, and God the Holy Spirit,
Writing in the latter half of the seventeenth century, Thomas Een voliced for all
Christians the mest satisfying single statement ef praise teo the lord which is found
oubside the Bible:

"Praise God, from whom all blessings flew;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;

Praise Him above, ye heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Hely Ghost.®

David boasted; but not of his own achievements. We do not like boasting that is bern

of self-impertance. Such beoasting is an evidence of bad taste. It is a mark of conceit.
It is thoroughly offensive. But not so was the boasting ef the joyous singer who ex—
claimed, "My soul shall make her beast im the Lord." I wish that our church membership
was composed of such boasters. They do not offend, but they delight and bless,

After his beautiful solo of praise, the joy of the Psalmist was so intense that he felt
a genuine hunger to have others jeinm kim in praising the lerd., Tearning for fellowship
in worshipful praise with these of like mind, David challemged God's people with the
words, "0 magnify the Lord with me, and let us exalt his name tagether % BGod'!'s praises
always sound best in concert.®™ The praise that 1lifts its voice in solitude is beautiful,
but it is far more beautiful when heard with the praises of one's fellow-Christians,

If we knoew the joys of salvation, how can we refuse to join with other joyous souls im
singing praises to our worderful Saviour and precious lLerd?

Let us magnify His name as we think of His forgiveness of our sins. To me, the greatest
hymn iem Christian literature is "When I Survey The Wordreus Cress™ by Isaac Watts. As
I stoed one day in Westminster Abbey and looked at the plague homoring Watts, I thanked
God for the message which he gave the world:

"When I survey the womdreus cross,® ete.
"Porbid it, Lerd! that I should beast," ebc,
"See, from His head, Hishands, His feei," etc.
¥dere the whole realm of nature mime," ete.

David's gratitude was borm out of his own personal experience, David had his fears,
His statement in verse four, "I sought the Lord, and he heard me, and delivered me from
all my fears,® reveals something of the depths to which David had fallem, his helpjess
condition, his misery, his earnest prayer, and then his marvelous deliverance by the
Lord from fear. In his darkest hour he cried out to Ged in faith, thrust forth kis
trembling hand inte the darkness, and there he found that God grlpped it with His own
strong hand, What a glorious sensatien when he realized that Ged was there! He must
have been a happy men when God delivered him from all his fears. Although he mentioned
his fears, David did not tell us of what he was afraid., BHe may have been afraid of the
less of his health, his wealth, his usefulness or of some leved one,
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Fear is man's worst enemy, What a multitude of fears people have! Among them are the
following: the fear of sicknmess, the fear of criticism, the fear of the comsequences
ef wrongdeing, the fear of lesing a job, the fear of failure, the fear of poverty,

the fear of bereavement, the fear of old age with its fading emthusiasms, failing
strength, certain leaelmess or possible dependence on others, and the fear of death.
One cannot do anything great in life until he has trampled this unmerving quallty
beneath his feet,

David was net content te enjoy God's blessings alone., He wanted to share them with

his frieads, apd rightly so. In verse six he tells us ef one who was overwhelmed amd |
bowed down under an avalanche of trouble. It was more than he could bear. He did exactly
what he should have done under the circumstances. He cried unteo the Lord. His doing

so indicated the fact that he sincerely believed that God both could and would deliver
him, The happy result was that he was delivered from his trouwbles. David had varieus
friends whose faces were darkened by comstant worry or deep sorrew, but te them a
marvelous chamge had come, So with gratitade he sang, "They looked unto Him and became
radiant.® Radiapt faces are sorely needed in eur gle@nw world teday, Such faces
result from Christ being enthromed in the heart, ‘ :

HTuran yeur eyes upen Jesus

ook full inte His wonderful face

And the things of earth will grow strangely dim
Ir the light of His glory amd graee.®

God has promised to defend those who fear, lave, obey and serve Him, Their enemies
may be numerous and mighty, but their Defemder is mightier still, Deliverance by the
Lord is as certain as His promises. He will never fail us in any hour of need. Im
spite of his enviromment amd the fact that he had knmown suffering and heartache, Daid
had ceme to realize two things fer certain, namely, that God was good ard that He was
near, He had discovered that God was always adequate for every need, God had never
failed him. However, he did mot ask us merely to take his word for these things,
although he had gone to great lemgths te give both his personzl testimeny and that
of his friends who had found so much joy and so many rich blessings, He suggested
the final test that must eventually convimce anyone whe will honestly submit te it,
He appealed to us te put the Lord to the test of experience and let Him demonsirate
His saving and keeping pewer. All who have ever tried the lerd have found Him
sufficient for every need,



