& DIVIDED HEART

"Teach me thy way, O Iord; I will walk in thy truth: unite my heart to fear thy neme.™
Psalm 86:11. _

Thig is a short but comprehensive prayer of & heartbroken penitent whoe was yearning for
Godls forgiveness., Stricken with & sense of his own sinfulness and an overwhelming
gense of need, the psalmist cried out to CGod, asking Him to take note of his need and
have mercy upon his pguilty soul, Even though this prayer was utitered a long time ago,
it is appropriste still, '

The psalmist had net been ignorant of the divine precepts, or of God's holy requirements,
but he had failed to render a complete obedience. He had surrendered to the momeniary
dictates of inclination and desire. There was a lack of unified purpose, as well as a
singleness of aim, but he had come to realize the discord and tragedy of a divided
heart. He felt the weight of chance desires, aznd saw the shame into which they had
plunged him, Ionging to be delivered from the futility and misery of the divided

heart, he prayed, "Teach me thy way, O Lord; I will wslk in thy truth: unite my heart
to fear thy name,®

That was the ery of a man who knew how unhapoy, unhealthy and unfruitful is the life
that issues from a divided heart. Such a persen is the man of double mind--partly for
Christ, partly for self. He is the man of double will--partly surrendered, partily
regserved., He is the men of double loyelty——partly to the kingdom of God, partly to the
kingdom of this world. Such a men pleases neither himself nor the lord. More than
that, such & man is not likely to remain just where he is. Sooner or later, he wili go
allwout for Cod or all-out for the world. Such & man had better pray with the psalmist,
"Onite my heart to fear thy neme.”

I. The fondition,

& divided heart is something from which all suffer. No heart among us is absolutely
single, or devoted entirely %o God. So many of us are living echoes of Paul's '
words in Bomans seven: "The good that I would, T do not. The evil that I would not,
that I do." What a pity that we have not come to the place to which Paul came when
he cried, "™ wretched men that I am, who shall deliver me from this body of death?"
Recognizing that this matter of a dual personality is & fact of experience, Paul
referred to the ™wew men® and the "old man." In another passage he called them "ithe
spirit?® and "the flesh."

Frequently somebody says, "I know what I ocught to do, but I am not sure that I want
to do it.? That implies a divided heart, and therefore an impotent nersonality.
Another says, "I want to do it, but I don't want to enough to get it done, not
enough to say 'Yes' to God." A divided heart is the explanation.

"Unite my heart" is no obsolete prayer, Rather, it is a prayer that exactly meets
our case. It expresses perfectly our deepest and most urgent need. Behind the
psalwist's prayer was the recognition that his heart was not one. It was not single,
but double. It was the prayer of a man who was conscious of inward strife, Dr.
Jekyll and Mr, Hyde, the flesh and the spirit, the new men and the 0ld man were

struggling in his soul.

There is here a recognition of the truth that men ought to love God with 21l the
heert, mind and strength. It is a sad fact that men do not so love God. Their
hearts are distracted, their affections are set upon various objects; therefore, the
prayer is that they may all be gathered in and united in loving and fearing God. The
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Apostle James reminded us that "2 double-minded man is unstable in all his ways."

The self that Christ is seeking to produce is a unified whole., It is not now a2
fully grown self, but it should be, and can be, a surrendered self. There is an
ambitious self that just will net wait humbly on God for Him to reveal His plan for
our lives and to define suceess for us ag He wanis to define it. It clamors for
human appleuse, craves this world's goods, and would justify the use of shady methods
to gain a coveted goal. There are tight places in the Christian 1life where so meny
try to serve Christ and have their own way at the same time: giving way To the fear
of other pecple's opinions, teking things in their own hands so as to insure the
realization of some personal ambition. A1l of us Christians must choose which pain
we want to suffer: the pain of a crucified self, or the pain of a divided mind,

The Consequences.

1. Ilack of perception.
It ig good to pray, "lord, teach me thy way,“ but it is better to say, "Unite my
heart, and bring this inner confusion to an end." Some people sing hymns of
dedication at the top of their voices, but at the bottom of their hearts there
are loeked doors of reservation. Then they wonder why no more light comes te _

them on their daily problems. Christ sald "If thine eye be singls, thy whole
bedy shell be full of light." "If thine eye be single," that is, focused on one
object--God-~then thy whole being will be flooded with His light. If yom want
God's will to be unfolded to you, you must be wholehearted in your desire for

i1 and your willingness to embrace it, If you want your mind emlightened with
God's Word, you must make swre thet your heart is not at cross-purposes with that
Word. To see truth clearly, you must be surrendered to it utiterly.

"Teach me thy way, O Lord." This is simply another way of saying, meke my
sense of right and wrong clear and definite, Suffer me not to grope in moral
econfusion, Train me in a fine discernmment of moral values. God has a "way"
for man., Of this ™my" man is ignorsnt until God teaches him, "Teach me thy
way! indicates that there is a message to be heard.

2. lack of power. :
Iisten to the psalmist saying, "I will walk in thy truth." Obedience is the
natural response to grace. 'Walk" as used in the Scripltures signifies our
practical living., In their Christian professions some people really "walk" for
Christ, and others just wobble. The outer wobble ig always the 51gn‘o? an inner
wealmess——a divided heart., As James said, "A double-minded man is unstable:
in 211 his ways." God sees his double mindedness, but the rest of us see the

instabllity of his ways.

Tn World War I the Allies tried the method of multiple control in the handling
of their armies, Tt feiled. Then they mede Foch the genmeralissimo of all the.
forees, and they got somewhere, In World War II it was decided early that
invagsion of Europe could be carried through successfully if, and only if, someone
was placed in supreme command, That position was given to General Figenhower.
Had that sort of thing not been done the confusion would have been terribls, due
to all the frictions, vacillations, hesitations and indecisions that invariably

grow out of multiple or dlivided control.

This principle holds good on the personal battlefield of your life and mine, Who

is to have our unmixed and undistracted loyalty--Christ or Caesar? Pilate's soul
was & battleground that tragic night long ago. He was for Jesus, but not altogether.
When they whispered in his ear, "If thou let this man go, thou art not Czesar's
friend,! he was 2 frightfully divided men. His wife sent a message in haste,

urging him not to do anything to harm this just Men, Jesus. Tt wes & tryving
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hour, of course. But, if he had not been a man of divided heart, the decision
would have been simple. It might have been costly, but it would have been simple.
As a result, Pontius Pilaste, a men under dusal control, has gone down in history
as the evil prince of vacillstors and weaklings. Behlnd him trails the undying
testimony that a divided heart lacks power-—power to do the will of God and
power to walk in the way of truth.

ILack of praise, ' ‘ '

You will note that only after the psalmist has prayed ¥Unite my heart,” does

he say, "I will praige thee, O Lord my God, with all my heart." The first is
necessary to the second. Iack the one and you fail of the other. Iight, strength
and joy are milgsing vhere the empire of ourselves is under a divided kingdom.

If you can truly say, "Christ is all and in all to me," your days, whatever their
shadows, will "flow in endless praise." The hymn "™y Jesus, As Thou Wilt," was
written by a German minisier and pastor, Schmolke, who composed it as an offerlng
of holy adoration in the midst of the most desolate circumstences. 4 fire had
swept over most of his parish, destroyed his church and the homes of nearly

2]l his people, & 1ittle later death took away both his wife and his daughter,
Then paralysis struck him and he wasg laid upon a bed of immovable quiet. In

this condition his eyesight begen to fail him., Yet there, with his parish
devoured by flsmes, blindness creeping intc his eyes, bereft of wife and daughter,
held fast to a bed of pain, he wrote:

My Jesus, as Thou wilt,

Oh, let Thy will be mine;
Into Thy hand of love

My 211 I now resign.
Through sorrow or through oy,

Conduct me as Thine owm,
And help me still to say,

¥y lord, Thy will be done.

"y Jesus, as Thou wilt,
Though seen through many a tear,
Iet not my star of hope
 Grow dim or disappear.
Since Thou so oft hast wept
And sorrowed all alcne,
If T must weep with Thee,
¥y ILord, Thy will be done.

"My Jesus, as Thou wilt,
AJl shall be well with me;
Each changing future scene
I gladly trust to Thee.
Btraight to my home above,
I travel calmly ong
And say in 1ife and death,
My Iord, Thy will be dome.”

A11 down the course of history every great and noble life has been marked by a
unified purpose. No voice could allure, no suffering could frighten and no
bribe could tempt such people. Their purpose clothed them W1th a2 courage that
was dauntless., They saw what needed to be done and they did it.

A divided heart dooms a person to ineffectiveness, We have been told that "out
of the heart are the issues of life," but when the heart is divided and discordant
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the 1ife that issues from it cannot be strong, positive a2nd agoressive. To achieve
anything grest, & worthy purpose must control us. To be eminently successful

in any pursuit a men's heart mpst be in it. A haif-hesrted man is a failure
anywhere and everywhere. The seecret of success is that men put their whole
being~-heart, soul, mind and strength--into their work, and under God they succeed.

4 divided heart is treating God in #n unworthy manner. He will not share the
dominion, He is intolerant of a rival. He demands to be served with every
part of the nature. It iIs not the affections and emotions alone that He wants.
He wents the intellect as well as the heart and soul. Ee alse wanits the will.
He asks to be served with all the heart, all the soul, all the mind and all the
strength.

The Cure.

Do you want the strife within your soul to be ended? Do you really long for release
from this confusien of mixed motives, and double purposes and crossed-up desires?
Do you desire a unified command over the empire of your personality? If so, there
are ceritain necessary steps to be taken. :

1.

2.

3.

Confess your condition.

It hae been said that "The most couragecus hour in any men's life is the hour

in vwhich he honestly faces himself." The eclash has been there, deep within your
soul, s¢ admit it frankly and humbly. TYour eye has not been single., You have
looked God's way, but there has always been a side—glance toward yourself also,

You have consenited to go along with God's will when it has not been too inconvenient.
At other times you have gone your own way, so confess it.

Call on the Iord. :
That is exactly what the psalmist did., "Unite my heart to fear thy name" is a
prayer. The Hebrew word which is translated "™unite™ means to "meke one." Iis

" root is a word which means one, yet never does it mean one alone, buit always a

compogite unit, In other words it is a blending, a coming together, a fusion.

The only real blending of which the soul is capable is the blending with God.

We were made for harmony and communion with Him. The lord Jesus came and became
our ecrucified Saviour in order that He might restore us to harmony with God.

We ghould turn to the Lord and say, "Master, Thou art the only One to Whom I can
give myself without reserve, and find thereby the relesse, the peace, the harmony
and the victory for which I long." :

Cormit yourself to the Iord.
Unreservedly, yield your &l1 to Chrlst Just turn your case over completely to
Fim and He will supply vour needs. He will see to it that sufficient resources

are available when your need arises.



