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AWXTIETY FOR BCULE

"Wo men eared for my soul.” Psalm 142:4

The soul is thst part of men wihich ie spiritual, immortel, end mede in the imege
of God., Devied tells us that no men cured for or scught efber his soul. We sre ac-
customed o think of God es earing for the souls He has msde, and s0 we are prome te
shivk our individusl responsibilibies in the matter of cering for end seeking after
thems In our test the Pselmist is complaining aboubt man's neglect of his souls and
gbout the negleet of the souls of others. He clearly teaches that people sught to
sere for the sculs of cthers. By caring for souls we mmanie--=

le To have = firm convictien of thely value

2, To cherish a tender solicitude for their welfare

3. To feel slsrming espprehensions of their demger

4. To heve sn intense emxiety for their salveticn

£, To moke zeglous efforts to bring about thelr sslvaetion

With & clesr understending of what it means %v care for souls we ought to consider:--

The Condition Of Neslest

We heve an interest in others within the renge of civilization and commerce, dub
ur conceyr for their seuls is often very limited. Hen generslly care for thelrie-

1, Physioal well=besing

Their bodily development

Their health conditions
2s Sooisl well-being .

A1 that perteins to the reledicnships which men sustein
5. Political well-being

The stteirment of the highest civil liberty eomsisbtent with stebls govermment.
4e Inteliectual well-being

Provide faeilities for en educatian in the elementary, middle, and advanced stages.
5 Moral well-being

The generel conception of virtue as the moderate end harmonious use of all the

faculities.
Generslly, men stop here. Yet the part that they have missed ecaring for is the chief
part, nemely, the soul or the spiritual well-being of others. The neglect of souls
on the part of those who should care of them is a terrible end distressing facte To
mexny, no doubt, the essertion, "Wo men eares for my soul”, often seems %o be true.
How meny there are te whom no one ever spesks abowt their souls, snd for whom no one
makes any direct effort to win them to Christl They are just let slome. And i% is
not becguss they would resent such endeavor. Often they greatly desire thet some one
would speak to them; for they know thet they may become saved, But because so many
of us reglect onr duties, it seems to them that no one caves.

The Causes 0Ff Feplect

1. &n wseved scul
Soms are unseved themselves and therefore have nelther an irclinaSion nor the
gbility to lead others to “hrist. IThey may profess salvetion and yet mot po-
eseas ite inm that event they will be certain to meplect saring for the soculs
of others.

2e A dlsobedient life :
Tf one's belief does not ensble him te live & 1life of pesce, purity, progress,
snd preise he will not be very snxious aboub the souls of others,

2. & lack of faith
So meny professionsl Christiens do nobt have the faith Yo belleve that they can



win others to Christ end therefore do not even attewpt it.
4o A lack of submission to God's will
. Bear of men
Being efraid of what otbers might say, they splve their econsciences by thinke
ing that such work belongs to preachers. We shall mever do much in the wey
of oaring for souls unbil we ere willing to be thought "Fools for Christ's sake.”
&. Dresd of doing herm rather than good A
Remeriber that duty is ours, and not copseguences. S¢ if God, by Fis spirik,
proppts and bids us spesk for Him, as He very often does; all we have to do
15 to obey. He will teke csre of the conseguences.

1115 .The Criminality OF Wegleot

1% It is extrememly umgreteful
1f others kad pot cared for us, we would heve perished. Therefore, shall we
refuse to feel end lsbor for those who are now whet We Once were, and for whom
the Savicur, as for us, hes given His own precicous blood? "Freely ye have re-
ceived, freely give."

2. I+ is poignantly cruel ,
A man would be considered oruel who saw some snimel in danger, and did not et
tempt its rescue. He then is certeinly eruel, who, baving it in his power to
win the perishing, does pob do it. If we neglect souls when we ocould help
them to find Christ then our cruelty is indeed terrible. Ths cruelty of the
person who lmows the danger of gouls and then does not care is beyond expres-
siolie

Ze It is shemefully eriminal
We carmot neglect the sslvation of the souls of others and then be innccent.
Cruelty to men and discobedience to God sre joined in neglecting to care for
gouls,

4e Tt is exceedingly fatel
Fatel, in thet neglected epportunities can never coms back sgein. Fatsel to
+hose whe are periching.

IV, The Cure For Hepleckt

1e Fepent of your past neglect of carimg for s ls

2. Have u deep emd hesrtfelt sonvietion of the velue of sovis
Yot only believe in the wrth of souls, bul alsc in their peril;, snd the will-
ingness of God to save them, The care of an object is generslly in proporticm
o its valuve. The soul is spiribual in iks nature, noble in ite capecities,
end eternal in its durstlon.

%, Heve & ¢lear spprehension of the dargers to which souls sre exposed.
We nre not in the habit of caring for that which is invalusble 1f it is se=
eure; but souls sre objects of inestimable worth exposed to dengers the most
ypminent and to a destruction the most severe. '

4, Cherish a tender scolisitude for the welfere of souls
The Psaimist is en example of this. He said, Rivers of waters run down from
mine eyes, beceuse they keep mot the lawe” 119:136
Jezus beheld the city of Jerusslem and weeping over 1t sald, #0 Jerusalem,
Jerusaleme e chow often would I have gethered thy children together, even us
& hen gathereth her chickens wnder her wings and ve would not,” M¥ebt. 23:37

5, Have s tactful sympabhy with the varicws difficulties whish spuls:héve.

&, Be active, zealous, end copbimuous in your efforts to bBring sbout the salva~
tion of Boulse. .
We are surroundsd with those who do not know God in the ferglvemese of sim.
Memyy of them are nob Christiens becauss we heve nob showed them that we core
gbout them. They gquestion the worth &f thecerprofessiens do not inspire ug
to activity in wimming them bo Christe If love for sculs really exists, it
will manifest 3:self ip ardent snd contimwed effort to diffuse the kmowledge
of Christ emong mene This we cab do by solemm werning, affectionste entresty,
ssrnsst prayer, and likeral contribution. They sey, 14 believe what proiess,



they wuld not lesve us slome as they doo” "They don't belisve it snd we won't.”
This duty amd responsibility of cering for souls rests onsses

{1} Heeds of familles especiaslly--Iirst of sll--most imflvence.
ted holds them sovourdeble for the souls under their care. You look aftsr
their health, sducsbion, ete., Are you looking after their souls?

{2} Ministers
Thedy sbudies in privete, thelr discourses in public, thelr preyers, their
visite, their time, their telents, cught sll be devoted to this object.

{2) Teachers--why teach unless care for souls?

{4} Evsry professed Christien

{8} A11 people

{ THone esn escspe the respmsibility

Conelusion:
To those who say, “Fo msn esred for my soul® tee
Le If others do nob care, see that you cere yourself.

2. If others care ever so much, and you do rot, you will only be worse off than

beforee
3. If you care whether others do or not, you will certainly be saved.



