"But it is good for me %o drew
I may declare all thy works,”

This verse exmresses the comclusion at which
experiences which sre described in the body o
pgalm records the experiences of & msn who hac

thig Pealrmist arrived as a result of his
f the Pgaim, Thie interesting and helpful

Tered a great mental conflict.

ES

ifter reviewing the pssti and thinking sbout the unknown future, the writer resolved that,
as far as he was concerned, there was one thing that he was going to do end that was

"o drew near to God.® He wes deter e would concentrate om thei, He here
gives us an insight infe what had become his whnle vhilogophy of life as he faced the
unknovm future, That ig one of aat valu@s oft the Psaime. These men nod only
passed through certein expevionc 1life, but the TFoly Spirit hed them to record them
and their reactions to them. 4= & -t hapoened te them, they laid down
certain great and beneficial nrir

Doubtless you are familiar w
4s he looked arcund him it o
set him to thinking, It seen
were happy and prosperous
in being godly, BHe was temﬁ*
walk the narrow way? ; :
is vain, ﬁh@~righteons suﬁﬁ&v and the w;woily
clesnsed my heart in vain,” Seen
the unbeliever had the best of 1%,
triamnhamt$ while the WCrt%y wars

: exnerience of thiz Psalmist., He had been most unhapny .
o hiim that wotly people flovrished, and that

fim thet bel: ned the hard time while the wicked

’ ﬁonﬁer whather, after 2ll, there wag any purvose
Tz there any point in tryving to

18 Tempted to say, "Goodness

‘ He remarked, “Verl v T have
?Fﬂ of view, it qeemad to him that
avpeared to be flourishing and

esed, and much disorder snd derkness

amd there God onened his eyes and gave him a right
- to nim thet He was s$i11 ready to bless him. So, he
he did.  He regreited the fact that he had been so arrogant.

4t last he went to the honse of’
perapective of life. God reves’
wag amazed that he had falt ao

What had changed his attitude? Ve had gone to the tersle to worshiv. He hed taken his
problems there with him. While thers he had found their solubtion aﬂd ‘gained peszee for
himself, *mmeﬁiaﬁely he adepted o loftier visw of ?ffﬁ snd very emphatically mede the
zggertion: "It is good for m trow near to Cod.® That is ag true of us ag it was of
khim, In fact, to draw near io Qﬁd iz the best bh&ﬂg that anyone can do,

Hig statement could be trenslested, “learness to God is good for me.” His smbition for
the rest of his life was just thet--tc keep nesr to Ted, We, too, are either far from
God or near to Him. What 2 blessing that the pealmnist came to this conclusion and eaid
to himself, "fhat has really beer n%nnr with me is the fact that I have not kept near to
God. I have been given this enlwch€ﬂwens in the sanctusry of Ged." He come to reslize
that there was only one thing that metitered, nemely, a man's relationship to God.

Most of us tend to think that ocur hspoiness depenﬁt upon certain things in life. The
sight of the ungodly, &nd their sprarert orosperity, had made this man envicus; so, he
begen to grumble and complein, Then, he ceme to see that all of this was due to one thing
only; it was due to the fact thet he hod not kept nssr o God., This it the beglmnlﬂg and
the end of wisdom in the Chrictian life. The woment we web away Trom God everything will
go wrong.

It is not the_tbinfv vﬂich the world regards as fmportent thet watter; the importsnt
thing for the Chriast i to God. There we [ind neace end jov,

we resi coafiéentlvj h& and sezeurely in the arme of Bis love. Therefore, resolve
that you will Jive nesr to (od regsrdless of whatever else may happen in 1ife, Thank
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God time and agein for His Word. The Bible never just gives us a grest injunction: it

always glves ug the reason for such an injunction. Resclve to live your 1ife as near to
God as it is possible for you to do so.

I. How To Live Hear To God.

1. By devoutly reading His Word.,
Its prayerful perusal has blessed myriads of souls by bringing them near to Geod.
Ceorge Mueller, that mighty men of faith, ssid while resding tﬁe Bible through
the sixty-seventh time, "I% grows more interesting and helpful 211 the time,’
It is our guwidebook from eazrtnh to heaven. Iet us read it for guzdance. b will
point to the road of Christisn pesce and joy. "Thy Word have T hid in mine hesrt
that I might not sin ageinst thee.' Psslm 119:11, WNo soul will go far as uray

&

that constantly feeds on the Word of God.
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By sincerely meditating on God,
The Psalmist geid, "I nhouvht on my waye, and turned my feel unto thy festimonies."
Psalm 119:59, "I said, I will tske heed to my weys, thst I sin not with my
tongue.® Pselm 39:1. Many a troubled soul has had the mists to clesr in the
hour of meditztion and his soul has felt the ftruth, "It is zood for me Lo draw

ear to God." Holy meditstions ious privilegs, Wnat s pity that we
do not teke more time for them! %Pdiua ion on God, His Dvoviéences, mercles,
goodness and graciousness will set aglow the zltar fireg of our souls.

"3. By earnestly praying to God,
"The prayer of the upright is His del i,bi % Proverbs 15:8. Prayer is the best
nmeans of drawing nesr te Ged. T is gootl for every person whe kmows how to
practice this hesvenly art, Prayer is the way into the Falher's pressnce and
the most blissful of a1l fellowships. FPrayer explaing mysiteries, brings deliverances
and obtains promises. It has a mighty pover to sustain the soul of the Christisn
in every season of its distress and sorrow. ThePe is no joy equal 4o that due
to the presence of God in the soul., Tt iz the occzsion of a pesce of which the
world knows nothing,.

Tt should be the desire of our hearts to live as near to God as nossible because
of His character. Above all else we should desire to be in His presence. VWe

like to be in the presence of people vhon we love. We like to be introdueed to
people who are considered great in various ways. And yel how hesitant we are
about svending our time in the presence God. But, the Psalmlst wanted sbove
everything else to keep in toteh with God. We are grateful to some great personage
when he says: ™I am going %o keep in touch with you." e feel it is 2 privilege
and an honor.

4o By heartily nwa1Q1ﬂg God e
The hest nlace in which to praise God is in Fis house of worshiv. It was i
Jugt such 2z plece that the Pz Imist was made to cry ouit, "It is good for me
drav near to God." If you have deubts and misgivings, take them into g spi
meeting and they will soon leave you.
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5. By consistently keevping bthe risht sort of compeny.
& voung man of the underworld was taken to s Christian hospitel in s desperate
condition, For days he lingered belwesn 1ifle and desth. Finslly, they told
him thet he might hsve his friends come to see him., He said, "I have Tound this
place an altogether different world to that in which I have 1§ved, These girl
are Christisns and my friende are noit worthy to come into their presence. The
men I run with are orimirals and the women sirangers o purity. 1 don't want
uhem to comeg and when I get oub my hebits of life are going to be sliogether
different.” Our associstes either 1ift us uwp or pull us dowmn. Chrietizn friends
nd good books will 2id us greetly in drawing and living near to Cod.

O

Q} [



1
[

Why

}.ﬂ

20

3e

10,

Live Negr To God,
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ig a place of blessing.
the presence of God vou are 1ifted sbove your circumsiances.
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place of safety.
harm those who are in the zafe-keeping of their covenani-keeping God.
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It will incresse your faith,

t will increase your Jjov.
"In thy presence is fulness of joy." There is no joy 1i
£ o
the presence of God in the soul.

o
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e the consclousness: of

It will salleviate suffering,
Tt will either remove the suffering or it will sanctify it by the giving of more
STace,

Tt will keep vou from the wrong places.
Iiving near to God always keeps one a safe digtance from the places where he

ought not to be,

It provides the best company.
Living near to God puts us in the besi company and keeps us out of the worst.
One of the outstanding joys of the Chripiien religion is the fellowship of the

best people.

Tt emsbles us to live vietoriously.
Iiving nesr to God develops the best and crucifies the worst there is in us.
Hearness to God is the one and only safe place from the voice of the tempter

end the inroads of sgin.

It imparts wisdom and strengbh for duty

Living nesr to God makes it ‘nossible for one to have adequate wisdom and sureﬁgth

for the duties and difficult tasks of life. Devoub souls get a joy omt of service
that is impossible to the worldly-minded Christiesn living al a distance from God.

t glorifies God.

“he Psalmist declared that he had put his trust in the Iord God, thet he might
deelsre all of His works; or, in cther words, that he might glerify Him. "The
chief end of man is to glorify God, snd te enjoy Him for ever." Yes, says the
Pealmist, "I am going to keep near to God in order that I mey glorify Him as
well as enjov His presence., #And my business in 1ife is to tell others about
Fim by 1ife and by lip, in word and in action,” Iiving near to God is so honorable,
so delightful and so elevating. ¥When a2 soul thus lives near to God, even death
is a wondrous victory, crowned with the consclous presence of His Lord.



