THE GRIP THAT HOLDS
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fiven there shall thy hand lezd me, and thy right hand shall held ne.' Psalm 139:10.
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The unseen hand of Qod is the only grip uwpon the human soul thet will give pesce and con-

tentment, joy and understanding. The grip of God is the only erin that will give an
gguilibriuvm to life.

Bducation will not do i%. I would not lessen esteem for education for it is of graat im—
portance in the lives of young peovle today who will be called upon to face the problems
cf tomorrow. Bub an education 2lore is not suffic}e1L to give ons the stesdyinz power he
needs. Educatlion slorme is not sufficient for the humsn soul.
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Morality will not do it. You may be morsl, upright, honest, and
& 2 tions you will not be

out some power within snd without in your life, under extreme t
atle to face then.
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izn home is not sufficilent. VYhen you come to the place whers you reslize thet you
irned sgainst God, then the second birth, or regeneration, must take vlace in your
"‘S 2

ife th regeneration God takss 2 grip uwwom the hunan soul, and His grip is sufficient
¢ give you the understanding of life theit every soul needs.
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or & liar, and vet you havse
of $he srirituel snd you mey heve

rein the mind of = child snd nerlect the pirltnz? and you may hesve & thief, & drunkard,
£ mwz%@rful mind. Trein the body physically to tha neglect
s ﬁir@ng, stalwart physical bhody, well-

vravortioned, snd yei without th ain hanﬁ af fiod that body is opt to lesd you into o
spere &5 1t 4id Ssudl of old, who g have playved the fool.?

I. The Hand of God Holds Us From Whait

i. From a 1ife of sin.
If it were not for His grip upon our lives, whal would our lives be? Vhen temp-~
tations come thick and fast, His grip leads us from bempliation and gives us the
nowsr 19 overcome. Tempietions will come %0 211, PBut it is Godts hand that
helds us. Some sey they are afraid they cannot hold out. VWe are not the ones
to - hold owb. God gives power o overcoms and to live victorious lives.

2. From & life of failur
Hany sseking grs tﬁ ess, suceess, and prestige lesve Jod out of their lives. The
seddest mistske any one ever msde was 1o leave Him oud, Sowme of the worldis
greatest and mast renowned business men sre devoubt Uhristiens. They festify thst
it iz the grip of ch that helps thex to be victorious and succsssful in 1ife.
If you want %0 go down, turn your beck on God. If you wenit %0 g0 up, fmce the
crogs of Christ. You cannot messurs successg by dollars. Success is the nower
of influence you have for God and righiecusness in the lives of those with whom
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vou come in coniacht. Some get mesger salpries, and yai are powers for Sod.

3. From & life of sorrow.
Godts veopls 2re the only ones who can spile am
sorrows, and be calim in the storm. They are the
now that 211 things work together For good to

r tesrs, leugh anid their
ones who gan ssy, "And we
het love God, to them who
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are the called sccording to His purpose.' If re not for the grip of the
unchangeable hand of Ged, life with its bruise our fest, scars for our hearis,
burdsns for our bscks, would be misersble ard wfwﬁckﬁﬁ. ¥here would our faith

sbend, with 81l of our sorrows heapsd upon us =nd with dissppointments on every
nend, 28 we follow the casket o the cemetery, 1f 1% were not for the abiding
power of God, the grip thet holds? Ons sitsnding beside ths casket of her baby
sald, *If it were not for the grip of fod I couldn’t stand it. Thank Qod. He
gives ne grace and coursge in my sorvow.t



II. The Hond of God Holds Us to Waai?

1. An ebernal salvation. HVerily erily, I say unieo vcn; He thet heereth ny word,
snd believeith or him thet 5@? me, hath everiasting mlf?, and shall not coms

inte condemnstion; bub is passed frox Geath unto Llife.® John 5:24
Thank God thet when He took 2 grip upon my soul, He gave me life,
an eternsl salvetion. "For (od so loved the world, that he gave his only begot-
ten Son, thei whososver believeth in him should not perish, bui have everlasiting
fa evarlasuing. UPor I know Whom I have

is able to kesp thai which I have committed
wothy 1:12.
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8

1ife.! John 2:16. Cod nromises 131
helisved, and am persusded that Hs
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wntos Him zgsinst that day .M

2. A life of ssrvice.
S misteke of thinking that fod saved them so ihet they might sit
dow and Ffold their hands and go on their way rejoiting in the grace of God,

doing enything in itbe Xingdom. Iut if god saved you, He seved you for
gservice. His purpose in seving you is a lifse of service. Some will shoui and
praise God because galvation dossnit cos3d them snything. Ho, salvation does nob
cost enything to accept 1%, bub it costs you something 1f yvou live 1%. 'The
greatest price you heve ever peid for snything is what you pay to live a Christien
ife. The grip that holds has helped many to carry on under trying and 4ig-
coursging circumsiances. ¥We ghould resolve that fwe are going to fight for God
and live for Him as long a8 ws have power." God saves us and holds us te lives

of eternal salveltion &nd service.
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T zppeal to the unsaved Lo sur rrender your lives into the hand of the Master. Then
yvou will be able o say with fhe Peslmisi, "¥ven therse shell thy hand lesd me, and
thy right hand shall held me."



