WHEY DC IDU WAIT?
"And now, lord, whal wait I for? ¥y hope is in Thee.," Pgalm 39:7.

David 1s agking a very practicsl question. It is alsc a very persomel guestion, Tt is
not, what is my city waiting for, nor what is my neishbor wallting for, ner what iz my
companion waiting for, nor what are my children wsiting for; but what am I weiting for?

The guestion of our relation to God is always a personal wmatter, No one cam repent for
ug, or believe for us, or be baptized for us, or join the church for uns, or die for us,
or appear abt the judgment for us. Yhal a change it would mske if we covld gel all others
to think of their relation to God zs a personal matter.

YAz soon s I from esrth shall go
Waat will become of me?
Eternsl harpiness or woe
Must then my portion be ™

411 of vs are facing the God of =211 the earth Who is ealling ue to repentance and faith.
The question is, What are we wailting for? Why do yov wait?

I. "I am waiting for time to consider this momentous guestion.”

If there is anything that ought to demand the most painstaking care and the nost
ezsrnest thought and meditation, it iz this grest step. This iIs sweh an important
guestion that I am walting for time to comsider ii. Consider what? Do youn want time
to consider whether it is belbtter to do right than te do wreng? Do you want time to
congider whether it is betiter to bhe saved or 1o be Jost? IHow much time do you want
to decide that it is better fo go to heaven than it iz ie go to hell? And yet you
say, "I want time to consider vhether I will go to heaven or not." Is thatl wise?

Is that even sensible?

When we consider the infinite gpodness of God and His numberless calls te men to
accept Christ as Saviour and live & genuine Christisn 1ife, and then look at what a
terrible cheat the devil is, it seems thal the most ridiculous position a man could

© take in life is to wait for time %o consider his relation to God. It is already later
than you think. You had betiter rnot wait for more time,

II. "I am waliting for bebler terms.”

You may be waiting until vou can do as you plesse and be a Christian., Yow, if you
want an easy religion there may be some churches thaet will accommodate you, that is,
they will accommodate you ag far as they run their itrains. There are seme short branch
roads trying to advertise themselves as great brunk linmes to glory, but there is only
one grand trunk line to glory. When you step sboard the gospel train te glory you
must have a through ticket and vour bagzage checked clear through to the promised leand.

The terms of Christianity are the best that God will ever make. They are, repent of
your sins toward Cod and believe on the Iord Jesus Christ.

ITI, "I am waiting because I would heve to give up too much.”

The only things God asks von to give up are the things that are doing you harm. In
Pszlm 84311 we resd, "The Iord God is a Sun and Shield: the lord will give grace and
glory: no good thing will He withhold from them that walk uprightly." God never asks
us to give up anything that is for our good. He asks us to give up vhal we are betler
off without.
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What you give up when you accept Christ is nething compared with what you get. It should
be easy to give up pennies to pet dollars; to give up gless to get dizmonds; to give

up sin to get salvation, and to give up Satan to cet the Saviour. Yhat vou give up for
Christ is nothing to compare with what Christ gave uvp for vou, He left heaven and ite
glories and ceme down te earth and its shame, to be despised and rejected of men, to
wear a crown of thorns, and to hear the nails in His hands and feet for you and me,

How unreasonable and ungrateful to talk about wheb you give up for Christ when you think
of what He gave up for youl
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"I am waiting to enjoy the world s while lenger.”

You are making a great mistake. Yov are proceeding upen the theory that one can live

for this world for a while, and then tire of it, =nd give it up without a strugsle,

That is a big mistake, The longer one lives For the world the Jess he enjoys it, but

the tighter and tighter it becomes its grip uwwon his soul, Take, for example, the love
of alcohol. When one first begins to drink, there is pleasure in it. Iater there is
less pleasure in it, and he finally hates it. Fe hotes it because he knows it is robbing
him of his brain power, physical strength, business capacity, love of wife, respect of
children, and everything thst mekes 1ife worth living, The same is true with the love

£ money. When one begins to acoumulate wealth, there is pleagure in it; then anxiety,
care and worry as the grip of the slwighty dellar fastens on the poer shrivelling soul.

If you are waiting to accept Christ in order %o enjoy the world a while longer, you are
losing the far greater joy that is to be found in Him. Ap immensely greater joy is to
be found in Him. ‘An immensely grezter joy is to be found through believing in Christ
and yielding completely to Him thar is to be found in all that this world has to give.
Don't wait to enjoy the world a while longer, because you may be called out of it at
any mement, .

"I am waiting for my friends."

You come to Christ first and then bring yowr friends with you. It will be far better
for you to come to Chriet and bring your frierds with you than to let your friends drag
you down to hell with them. If they will not come to Christ with you, then you should
come without them, for it is far better to go to heaven alone than te go to hell in
company.

"] am waiting beecause of so meny hypocrites.”

What right have you to reject Christ and {ramsle Fim under your feet, even if there are
hypoecrites? Why is it that you pick out the lamest, shortest, weakest and most crooked
member in the church and measure yourself by that hypoerite? Why don't you select a2
first class member and measure yourself by a real representative of Christianity? Tt
is because you would be like a candle in the glare of the noon-day sun. You could not
stand the contrast.

Woy should you bother with hypoerites? 411 of them are going to hell. Put 211 of them
behind you. Nothing can be in your way unless it ig in front of you. Whenever you hear
anybody talking about hypocrites being in the way, it is because such a person is behind
the hypoerites and that is mighty far back and very low down., If you die without Christ,
you will go to the same place where all hyvoecrites will be spending eternity. Hell is
where you wili go if wyou o net truet Christ and get ssved.

"I an waiting for the right sort of feeling,”
Isn't it strange how scme people believe that you must have some strange kind of feeling

before you become a Christian? Iet me ask you: What kind of a feeling are you waiting
for? Many people are waiting for the peace and joy that they have heard Christians talk
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about, Bub this peace and jcy are the results of hoving accepited Christ as Saviour and
of having surrendered to Him ag Ievd and Master. &z cerfainly as yvou receive Christ

He will save you. The right sort of feeling is always the resull of having come to
Christ and accepted Him., Salvation is never the resull of feeling, but always of faith
in Christ, "Believe on the lord Jesus Christ and thou sheit be saved." If you do not
accept Christ, yvou are certain to remain lost eternally. If you will come to Christ
and accept Him as your Savieour, He will forgive yowr sins and save your soul, and will
algo flood your soul with Hig presence and power,

-

T am walting wntil I find out I am going to die”

You want to enjoy the world just =g long as you can, and then, when you see you are near
death, you propose to give it up and accept Christ. Have you any guarantes that you
will not die tonight? MNot cone of us ecan tell how szoon the summons may come. At various
times T have preached to peovnle who were apparently in goed health, but who were in
eternity within twenty-four heours.

Have you any guarantee that, when vou die; you will not die suddenly? People so often
take it for granted that they are going to have a long lingering illness and plenty

of time to think, to repent, to accept Christ and to atltend to the affairs of eternity.
But that is not the way thet most peonle dle. Fave you any guarantes that yom will not
die suddenly and with no orpertunity for reverniance and faith,

Have you any gnarantee thet when you come te die that you will have any dispesition to
repent? Many think that the best place to revent is on & deathbed., The truth is, a
deathbed is the poorest place in the world for repentznce, faith and salvation. If you
wait wntil your deathbed before vou accept Jesus Christ, the overwhelming probability
ig that yow will be lost forever,

What are yvou waiting for? Iike the Psalmist, vour only hope is in the Ilord. There is
ne nepe for you in any other. Then, accept Him as your personal Saviour now and He will
save YOoU.



