THE SECRET OF SATISFACTION

ig for me; I will behold thy face in righteousness: I shall be satisfied, vhen I awske,
with thy likeness." Psalm 17:15,

Three years ago, 1ittle Billy was born; a perfectly normsi baby, o the paremts thought.,
But a few days after his birth, they knew that something was wrong. His face became
expressioniess, his eyes motionlesz, his body still, znd his lips pale. Their precious
baby had become a pathetic and apparently hopeless inveiid,

Day after day, and wesk after week, his mother, with breaking heart, tenderly csred for
him. But, not long age, & doctor plerced Billy's frail little arm, injected thirty-
five cents! worth of Neostigmine and suddenly a glorious transformation took place., The
muscles of his uswally limp little body twitehed, his lips auivered and his eyes began
to move.

"0h, doctor, look, look," eried the mether, "Billy's comimg to 1lifel"

Even the British neurologist who chanced upor the correct remedy was amazed at the child'fs
TEecovery.

Now Billy toddles sbout the room without his steel braces. He proudly eats a dish of
" cereal all by himself, and talks with his parentz just llke other little boye.

But this modern miracle of & wonder drug is as nothing vhen compared with the miraculous
change that will take place in 211 of God's children on the resurrection morning when
"the dead in Christ shall rise first: and we which are alive end remain shall be caunght
up together with them in the clouds, to meet the ILord in the aiy."

This has been the hope of believers ere since that ancient day Job, the poet of patiencs,
ceried out: YI know that my Redeemer liveth, and that he shall stand at ths latter dsy
upon the earth: and though after my skin worms destrey this bedy, yet in my flesh shall
I see God,." HNeither tongue mor pen can deseribe the mejestic wonder and the glory of
that event,

In this seventeenth Psalm David tells of his many worldly enemies; some living extr&vagantly
in the luxurious palace of Eing Savl; some pm*s'uing him like wild hounds, seeking to

erush out bhis life, And perbaps late at night, in the darkness of some meountain retreat,
restless, unable to slesep, David calls out to God in prayer: W"h God, ineline thime

ear wnto me. Keep me as the apple of thine eye, hide me under the shadow of thy wingfee..
from my deadly enemies who compass me about. Arise, 0 lord....deliver my seul from the
mcked from men of the werld who have their pertion in this life.”

And then the hunted fugitive looks beyond the darkmess of the night, beyond the grave,

to the hille of his celestial home, and triumphently sings: "As for me, I will behold
thy faece in vighteousness: I shall be satisfied, when I awake, with thy likeness." Uhat
a besutiful sentence! Iet us placs it beneath the microseope of faith and with the aid
of the Holy Spirit exa.mne itg exqm51te facets.

With Spirit-1it vision, Devid looks down the corridors of time to the moment of his:

I. Supre%ma Rew_ayd.

In repturé hHe éries out, "I chall be satisfied."™ "My enemies may feast at the banquet-
table of ths werld; théy may gather to themselves great wealth; they may bedeck them-
selves in the finegt of raiment; they may move to and fro in the eircle of earthis
elite; they mey have houses and land and eattle and 21l of the trappings that make

for physical comfort; but I do net envy them., Their rewerd is of the easrth and con-
sequently transitory., #s for me; I am building on a more solid foundation, the inde-
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structible rock of my hope in God. My reward is of Him and therefore eternal, Their
portion is of this life but mime constitutes the better part, for it is of the life
to come,™ ) ' o

David did not make the mistake of his enemies and look for his rewerd here, But he
said, "After the strife is emded, after the struggle is over, when I gtand in the
court of the King ef Heaven, I shall be satisfied,"

God has so ordained 1t that we are never satisfied here, Davidls gtatement clearly
implies that he was not satisfied at the time which he wrote it. Is not that the
universal experiemece of man? Dissatisfaction is characteristic of the present l1ife.
Nething here comes up to the full aspirations eof the soul. Men are dissatiszfied
with what they know; for that reasen they go to school. They are dissatisfied with
what they have; for that reasen they trade and traffic to better their conditions.
There is dissatisfaction with many family relationships; hence, so much unhappiness.
There is dissatisfaction with enviromment, circumstances, positions and attainments.
This is especlally true with attainments in respeet to character. Who is as good
as he might be? As good a3 he ought to be? As good as he would like te be? Thers
is dissatisfaction everywhere,

"Satisfied” is a beautiful word searcely found in the litersture of the world, becawuse
the world is unable to satisfy any man. Yet the word is used with great freemess

1n the seriptures, because God is able to satisfy any man. Satisfied means sufficiently
filled, filled full, filled up in every part. The statement of the Psalmist in owr
text indicates that he believed there will be & time and place when he would f£ind
complete satisfaction and be entirely content, ‘

David's statement hes nothing to do with the present. He was looking beyond the
grave to another world. He was full of faith. There was no perhaps about his words.
With him it was not problemastical, but a thing of which he was sure.

T, Sablime'Rasurrection,

"I shall be satisfied, when I swake." David fully expected to awake from the sleep
of death, When this would take place he did not know, but of the certainty of his
'awaking, and of the nature of his appearance, he had no deubt whetever.

When the Psalmist mentions aweking, we immediately think of the darkness through
which he had te pass, In the third verse we find a key to this text, when David
says of the lord: "Thou hast visited me in the night." His utterance was really a
prayer offered in the darkmess. : .

1. The darkness of suffering.
Ever since the day the old serpent injeeted his malign venom into Adam's blood-
gtream, pain has been the portien of the children of men. The two words "Pagssing
avaey" are inseribed en these earthly tabernacles, Yeu know darkmess magnifies
pain. What a change a few years will make in a man, especially when they are
Years of excrueiating suffering.

2. The darkmess of serrow.
Few mortals sre exempt {rom traveling that tearful valley. Ir his lyric of des-
pair the patriarch of testing was able to endure the loss of his cattle, the
destruction of his property and the death of his servants, but when the messenger
brought the sad tidings that his children had been killed, Job was crushed beneath

the hand of sorrovw.

3. The darkmess of skepticism,
Surely this is the most somber darkness of them all. It is a demoniacal darkmess,



-3 =

rising from the pit to engulf the minds and hearts of men. It is the darkmess

of materialism'’s humsnistic philesophy, which tells us more and more of less and
less, o darkness in which the besutiful flowers of faith will never grow, & dark-
nesg that stifles every holy impulse, a darkness that creates a vacuum in the
soul of man and sends him stumbling through cur jaded era bludgeomed and baffled,
& darkness whose devotees advocate as the only hope of the world their urholy
trinity--militarism, mechanism and money.

Oh what a wondrous sunrise it will be when Jesus comes to scatter the darkness
of the long, long might of suffering, sorrow, and skepticism!

If Ghrist does not return during my lifetime, I shall leave this world through
the gateway of death. But some day I shall swake frem the sleep of death,
When, I do not know, but of the certainty of it there is no question, When I
awaks, I shall be rested, refreshed, and re-invigerated.

ITI. Szscred Revelation.

"ith thy likeness." David was simply seying, "I will lack nothing when I behold
the image of God."

Yes, Iord Jesus, "I shaell be satisfied whenr I awake with thy likemess.™ The imperfect
gonl ean think of no standard more challienging than the perfeet Christ, Some Christiens
have longed to be like Him in this 1ife, but have found it impes=ible; yet they have
continued in the hope that one day they shall reach that goal for which they have
longed. In what sense can we hepe te be like Him? In jmmortalily, in glorified
bodies, in holiness, in blessed fellowship, in knowledge, and in unbroken peszce.

What & great hope this is!

This ie not the land of sight. It is too dark a counbtry to see Christ well, for

our eyes are not good enough. Here we walk by faith amd not by sight. How different
the sight of Him will be from what it is now. Here we see His face in the mirror

of the Word~-dimly in the Law, and gleriously in the Gespel. Here we see Him by
reflection. Here we see Him enly partially. There we shall see Him entirely. Here
we see Him dimly and digtantly. There we shall literally and actually look inte

His blessed face.

Our minds often revert to Christ as He was, and as such we have wished that we might
have geen Him. We shall never gee Him thus. Bethlehem's glories are gone forever;
Calvary's glooms sre swepl away; Gethsemenel!s seene is dissolved; and even Tabor's
splenders aré guenched in the past. We cannot see Him as He was, but we have a
Jlarger promise, "He shall see Him as He is,®

Thig hope that we, who are the children of God, shall in every respect be made wholly
like our Saviour is real., It is not a faint desire, a mere wish or a doubtful
surmise. It is & sure and certain hope. This glorious hope of being like Christ--
perfeet, conguerer over sin, death and hell--is based upon the love of God, arises
out of Christian sonship, and rests upon our unlon with Jesus Christ. We shall be
like Him in character, sympathies and aims, There will not be anything left to wish
for and to strive to atbain., And this blessedness will be eternal.

Such e satisfaction is not conceivable just as eternity is not conceivable, for the
finite cammot grasp the infinite and the mortal cammnot grasp the ismortal, but
something within the soul bids man to rest his case in the hope of a better day and
of a fuller understanding, and of a complete apprehension of the umreached ideal.



