WHAT IS MAH?"

"What is men, thet thou srt mindful of him? and fthe son of men, that thou visitest him?"
Psaln 8:4.

God 's Word repeatedly asks ruestions which scumd the devthe of man's soul.. The Seriptures
vibrate with questions which chellence the best thousht and demand the soundest judgment
if they are to be snmawered with any satisfection. Cur tewxt is such a guestion. This
guestion is certainly one which no thonghtful person cen Corbear answering. It is asked
three times in the Seriviures——onece in the presence of Neture, once in the presence of
History, ard onee in the presence of 1ife., Nature, higtory, and 1ife are the three scurces
of knowledge: from them our thearies are dedu“ed with them our practice is concerned.

In composing this Psalm frem which our text is teken, Devid was under the influence of
two distinet currents of thousht,

One of these found i%s source in his contemplstion of the vegtness of the material universe.
Surveying the outspresd eancpy of heswven in the stillness of the night, the Psalmist was
overwhelmed with awe &t the besuty and grandeur of the 13@% expense with 1ts starry glories.

With 811 the glories of these heavenly menifeststi

hig thoughls to freil end epcerently insignificant nen.
congider him st all, end even more that e should make } t

Hig glory. Overshelrsd by this currept of thougt %yc?aimLé‘ Tihen I congider
thy heavens, the work of thy finsers, the moon and the gtare, which thou hast ordaineds
What is men, thet thow art mindful @? Bim? and the son of men, h@* thow vieitest hin?
The word that the Pselmist used for men is very remarkable. It is not the word vhich is
usually embraced to siznify humenity. Rsther it s 2 word which s slgrifies & beiny in

himself frail, weelk and norisl.

ons of God before hinm, the Psalmist turned
v ?e marvelled that Cod shevld
he crownlng meaifestetion of

In tkus calling our atver vion veo the littleness znd feebleness of men, he inquired, What

is man that CGod should *hink of him, have anything to do with him or esre for him? Compared
with the majesty, sple for and permenence of the heavens, men is lowly and frail and hie
existence is brief. In view of this vast and megnificent universe, man appears as a speek,
an atom or a vevor thst svmesre end then vanishes.

David's question was colored by hunility. Tt wes ssked in that svirit which indicated that
surely men cannot claim fo be much. Dul now, in some guarters these words have taken on
an errogsnt mesning. Instesd of looking vpward to God and ssying, "What is nen, thet thou
art winaful of win?", suggesting humen Iittlemess in contrast with Fis Divine Mejesty,

some necple heve lmpulently reversed thet and seem to gay, "hat ig Cod, that marn should
be mindful of Him?" How tragic '

Qﬂe

" Apparently a second current of +mﬁurnu wes Tlowing through the Psalmist's mind, alongeide

the one which we have just considered. Evidentiy he had a vivid perception of the greatness
of man in vhat he was end in what he mlght become. In comparison with the material universe,
men is insignificant; yet, in him there is something which responds to the voice of Cod,

and he alone possesses ﬁucvlt¢aﬂ with which he may intelligently and eternally serve Him,

"Whet is man?" He is a special crestion., He wes created in the imsge of God. Fe ic a
?piritual being. "And the Lord God formed man of the dust of the grovnd, and breathsd

to bhis nostrile the breath of 1ife: and man became s Livirg souvl." Genesis 2:7. In cur
text the littleness and the greatness of man asre set before us in vowerful contrast, God
is plcturing the glory of the hesvens, the moon and the stars, spd the majesty of His
marvelous creations as e boekground to show the place and imporiance of men, the crowning
pilece of His cr¢mmmon$ In athcr words, He 18 saying, "I I have oiven such congideration
in eresting trings, crowning them with besuty, wravoing them with the
over-grehing them with the canony of heaven, nlanting the esrth with trees, barwcizﬂg it

with grasses, embroidering it with flewers, bedecking it with Jewelss Vhat is there that
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T would not do for man?? 'For thow hast made him s 1ittle lower than the angels, and hast

crowned him with glory and horer.® Of course, th
to God.

¢ @ppiies to men as he is rightly related
Athough 1ittle in bimself, men is divine in his origin, and, though he is weak

and frail in the present 1ife, he is cavable of & glorious fubture, and God has that fubure
in store for him. There is something in man which sepsrates him from all other creations,
something which ensbles him to think of God, te know Cod, to love God and to serve God.

T. God Has Done Much For Man.

1.

3.

He ereated him.

Man is a product of the divine thought =rnd love and vower. "So God created man

in his own imsge, in the Imepe of God created h@ himy male and femsle created he
them," Genesis 1:27. There 1z nothing which gives such dignity to humanity as

this. If we only apwreciated the fact thst we are God-made how it would elevate
our conception of menhood and womanhood, how it weuld dignify our lives, and how
it would deliver us from worthless thourhits, mesn motives and ungodly acts.

God made man the crowvming schievement of all crestion., He laid foundations for
greatness within kim, He sndoved him with the sbility to think, dream, hope,
aspire, reason, grow, invent and bulld. The rest of creatlon accepts the world
as it is, but man undertskes %to meke 1t what he thinks it ought to be.

He gave.him dominion cver the crested things on the esrth.

- No wonder man hes ribbonsd the serth with vailrosds ené bighuays, charted the oceans,

i,

whitened 211 the sess vwith commerce, built powe?zgi, mulsating, throbbing cities

" perfected inventions harnessed the airwaves, and ceused natuvre to serve him in

a thousand ways. This iz what God intends LGT men to do. Ve are not just to piay;
we are to work. Our fonction 1 not to obstrust: our function is to comstruct.

God has given men domirnion ovsr his emvirorment, An individuwel is not responsible
for the enviremment into whick ke is born; he is responsible for the environment
in which he lives. Some of the brightest chepters of human history have been
made possible by the faot that men end women have risen above and beyond their
enviromments, converting the swemms of sin intc besutiful rose gerdens, It is
amazing what an individuel cen do when linked to God.

He has cared for him.

For him the sun shines, snd the stars eppesr: for him the birds sing, the brooks
babble, and the zeohyrs blow: for him the seasons come and the earth yields her
abundance, her besuty, snd her fragrance. Ue meets our deepest needs, diseiplines
our follies, and cducsites our roblest traite. Being mindful of us, He cares for
us every doy. Wis works for us displey amaning wisdom, power and goodness.

He has saved him, .

Parents have done much for their children. They give to the limit of their 1ove,
ability, ingenuily, etc,, in order that their children wsy have a fair chance in
life. They get great joy in the sacrifices they make for their children. Our
Heavenly Father has dome more than any esrthly parent can do. Fis love is broader,
His interest is more intense, and His sacrifice is grester. He sent Ms Son inte
the world to seek and to save the lost. o geod gift will He withhold from those
who trust and follow Him,

To Him o saved you, my frisnd, yvou are of tremendous importence. OUnce an oid
scholar, shabby ond wnimpressive, was involved In sn accident and carried to =
hosvitel. He lavy cn the Qperﬁﬁ“ﬂﬁ table, and those around, not kuoowing his identidy,
gaid scmething sbout Mbis worthlsss fellow.® The old man understood, Anowing

the story of the wondrous Cross . he startied them by saying: Y"0ell not that men
worthless for whom Christ died. '
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5. He hes given him the ability to overcoms poverty. _
Some years age there was # brilliant young srescher who was a student in college.
His parents were poor. he was in collese all funds were sxhausted. He
came to the end of one tarnm withoub any money in sight to pay his bills or fees
for the next term. 4t the close of the term he went home. Mie mother met hin
at the gate of thet coumtry home and kissed hinm, He took her hands in his and
noticed that they were stained and very vrough. A 1ittle later she toock him aside
end showed him 2 lerpe wile of wslnubs that she had hulled with her own hands for
the purpose of putiing thenm on the market. 4 1ittle later she placed in his hand
seventy~five dollars thet hed come from the ssle of walnuts and like labors of
love, and with = swile she said, "Son, you are zoing back to college.” That is
an example of the overcoming of poverty. Futb %ﬁzﬁg poor did not keep thet young
man from erewling oub snd clinmbing up t?r ledder of usefulness and success. You,
too, can overcome woverty, get an educ&tlsn snd make a success if you want to bad
enough., ' :

& contractor and his pestor stoed before mn open w1ndow, looking down on the busy

street ten stories below, vhen the former said to the latter, "Do you see that
buillding across the sireet?” "Wes., Whet'ls w@auli&r gbont 1t?" agked the vpreacher.
"Well, it's like & lot ﬁ? pe p?e I knov., I8 wes vlammed, originally, as a tenw

ion wes vet in Tor such a bullding, but something
hepnened after the work wes star bed and onky the first twe stories were complebed.
There it standg--—z Tuc-story huilding on 8 uﬁm@wn;“y'fovndati@m.“ The contrsctor
weg right; all asbeovlt ve stend two-story lives on iten-gtory foundations.

story atrucﬁufe, and the f

II. Cod Expects Much From Men.

1. He expects man to be saved.
He gave His only begoiten wo% to die on hehalf of meh and in order that men might
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be saved.

2. He expecis man to prectice gelf-denial.
Doubtless you know the i fference between the Greek, the Roman and the Christian
philosephy of life. ? Cresk wkllosopq@‘»m onow thyeself.” The Roman philosophy
is YCortrol thyself." The Christisn ohilosophy is, “Deny thyself . Our Lord is
displessed if He does not {ind in His mwoﬁ,% mé,tsilowers the self-denying soirit,

3. He expects man to be busy for ¥
Christisns are Hig rerresental
constantly and consistently.

He ewvects them teo represent Him conscientiously,

4o He expecits man to be feithful ic Him.
Godts Word places strong emphasie upon faithfulness. Christ gaid, "He that is
faithful in that which iz lssst is faithful slso in much." Faithfulness ig recognized
and zpprecisted. It is aopreciaited wherever 1t is found. Our Iord ceritainly has a
right to expect us to be fuithful and denendshble gervants.
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