"Thou prevarest = table before thou snointest m
head with oils my cup runneth nd merey zhzll follow me 21l the
dsys of my 1ife: and I will Juel] Eu e house of the Iord for ever," Paalm 23:5-6,
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The Bible zbounds with figures of cirugel strife, Christisns strusgle, and wrestle,
and bettle, and fight. David nob wmies as Saul and Shimel: he had enemies
within, There were raging, tearing L its soul. A1l of us know sbout his terrible
failure, and yet when he csme to 1 with his grest cry of confession and repentance, God
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Thege foes 4id not vanish when we wers ssved., The flesh wiil war against ue as long as
we are in the flesh; the world will war sgainst us as lomg a8s we are in the world;y the
hosts of Ssten will war against us as long as they are free; veus we have the promise of
gtrength and support =o that we need have ne fear.

an on the way %o the Poriter's lodge. Christian sew two lions

ied with the sight, and half-minded teo turn back, but when he
piucked up courage and nressed forvard. He kept on the sireight way, and he found that
the lions could not resch him, They could roar at him, but they could not do him any
harm for they were chsined, The death of Chrigt hes chalned our enemiss. If we walk the
straight path, they cannot do us any harm, God supplies ue with strength to rise sbove
our tempuatlonh, He imparts sufficient grace to us for us to keep the world, the flesh
and the devil beneszth our fest,.
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The enemies of our lord #nd Ssviour are many, They are inereasing. The nlace of 2 real
Christian ie te prove God's bountifnl orovision to feed us and clothe us and take care
of us right before the eves of those who are the enemies of our Savicur and His followers.

"Thou snointest my head with oily my cup rummeth over." The snointed head and the over-
flowing cup are geﬁeralij used for our ano*ﬁting with the Spirit and our fulness of blessing
and jov. Both of these things are true of believers, Indesed, both oll zrd water are
typical of the Holy Soirit and spmerest a fulness in spiritusl experience. The anointed
head speaks of sepsration unbe God: the dedicsiion of The belisver to Him and the conse-
cration by the lLord to service. There iz & vitzl comnectlon between the anointed head

and the overflowing eup, for the coverflowing cup js the result of the anoiniting. This
overflow is nei weste. T spesks of a life of ebounding satisfaction snd of blessing to
others. It is for the service of others. It means sz life of joyful testimony.

The anointed head meens freshnegs and fulness, while the overflowing cup means o be
lessed and to be mede & hlessing, Anointing does nroduce freshness and joy. Our lord

wag a Man of Serrcws, yet He was anointed with the oil of gladness sbove His fellows,

He was filled with the Holy Spirit and with power, Wherever He went He brought blessing.
To Abyaham God said, "I will bless thee and make thee = blessing.' That is the overflowing
CuD.

Burely the anointed head and the overflowing cup have reference to Codls care for His own,
“He careth for you." Fow does He care? BHe cares for you as a father cares for his child--
providingly. Not ome thing thab is good for us, vho are God's ehildren, is withheld. Ie
cares for you sg a2 mobther cares for her offspring--affectionately. "Yeb will I pon forget
thee," TIndesd, He has 2 greater affection for us than any earthly parent ever could have.
He cares for you as s friend cares for a friend--faithfully., Remember, there iz a Friend
that sticketh closer than a brother, He cares for you se a gardener careg for s gardef--
attentivelv. He cares for you as an evelid cares for the eye--instantly. How cuickly

the evelid is lowered when the eye is endangered, and remember that Cod calls His peonle
the apple of His eye. He csres for you as a keeper cares for his cherge-—wabchfully.

"he lord is thy Heeper....the Isrd shell preserve thee from 11 evil.," Psglm 121:4-2.

This care of Jod sextends to the minute deisils of 1ife: He heolds our hsnds: He keeps our
Teet; He numbers our steps: He bobtiles our tears; He books our thowvghbs; He tnows our
wemes: He hears cur cries: He alothes our backs:; He furrnishss our food. Ve are dependent
upon Liw for evervihing we eai., Food comes from God's hand to our mouths.
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This care is constant. 9"He that keepeth Isrsel shall neither slumber nor sieep.”
‘gare ig ours. MHight snd day He watches cver us. This care is perpetuel. Our Lord
declared He would be with us unto the end of the age. He promised, "I will never
thee nor forsake thee.” This care is bountiful, for it covers ell our needs, He
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mean that you shell never be in need, but thet Fe will meet the need when tre right tims
comes. Our trouble is that we refuse to trust in God unless we can See the losves wniled
un even before we are hungry. It is easier to trust in the material supply then in the
God of all supniy.

W

&nnie Johnson Flint beesme sn orphan at the age of si She wag adopted by 2 men and his
wife in Vermont. ©OChe had & talent for music. She plirned, and undoubtedly had before
her, & wonderful musicsl career, il then she benzme = vietim of arthritis so that when
she waeg jusi a young girl of itwenity«~five years she was confined o arn invelidls chair
when she was not on a bed of pain. Yet in her suffering she rejoiced in the sufficlency
of Cod's grace. Among her meny hesutiful poems which exal+ the Lord and give praise fo
Him there ig the following:

"He giveth more grace when the burdens grow greater:
He sendeth more strensth when the labors incresses
To added affliction He addeth His mercy;

To muitiplied triasls He mulitiplies veace.

MWhen we have exhausted our store of endurance

When cur strength has failed ere the day is half done,
When we reach the end of our hoarded resources,

Our Pather's full giving is only begun.

"Bis love has no limit:; His srace has no messwure:
His powser no bowndary lmow wmbo men:

For out of His infinite riches in Jesus,

He giveth and QLva%h and givath again,®

"Surely goodness and mercy ehaTl follow me 21l ithe dayes of my 1ife: and I will dwell in

the house of the lord for ever,®

he language of this Pealm is thai of assurance. It begins with ¥I shall not want™; in
ite heart is, "I shall fear no evwil™y and it gleses with "I will dwell in the house of
Iord for ever." It beging with an absclute negative, "I shall not want¥; it closes

ith an absolute certainty, "I will dwell in the house of the lord for ever.”
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Goodness and mercy are atbribubes of God. There is something f
of goodness arnd mercy. God expressey His goodness in His zcts odness ig the
root of which mercy iz the fruit. Goodness is the cause of whlci ig the effect.

The ons flows out of the other, The Iord's goodness to Bis people hab aiways been expressed

in His wonderful scts of merey.
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Goodness meets all needs; merey forgives all fsulis. Goodness csres for the Lemporals
mercy cares for the spiritusl., OGoodness has fo do with the bounty of God; merey has to
do with the love of fod. Coodness leads to reben%ance——“m?e goodness of God leadeth

thee to repentance” Romsns 2:4; msrey leads to regeneration——"iceording tc His mercy He
saved us by the weshing of regeneration™ Titus 3:5. Coodnees convicis us of sin 2nd mekes
us see ourselves as culprits; mercy offers us reconeilistion snd pardon. Contemplation
of the goodness of the father caused the prodigal son to turn beck homes but mercy ran

to meet the son, to fell on his neck and kiss him, and provide z ring, & robe =nd the
fatied calf,

"Goodness and mercy shall follow me." Coodness and merey are two servents of the Lord.
When the lord saved me, He said to those two servants, Goodness and Merey, "Get on his
trail. HNever let him out of your sight, FPursue him to glerv.? Goodness and Merey zre
tuwo servants of the lord who walch over evervy child of God. The veord "follow” means o
hunt. That means that a egaved person is 2 "hunted” one., He is hunted by CGoodness and
Mercy that they might load 211 their bensfits mwon him. CGoodness and Mere ¥ pursue him

as 1f determined never to let hin 20, What a contrast there is vwith a wicked men who is



pureved by judgment and hunied by calsmityl

Confidence i expressed.by the use of the word "surely.” There is no guess here
@1
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It is not probably, or possibly, or mavbe, but surely. How could David be so sure?
Beczuse he %aé tested God in many of the hard flences of 1ife snd God hed never failed,
Ho matier what the emergency might be, God was ndable and equal To it. Our God is

elways trustworthy. Ve scmetimes fa~1, ut He n fails, David knew that whet God
had been He would continue to be. The revelaltion Cod in the past formed the basis of
hig confidence in God for the fubure. Yes, what Tod has been He will be. Hemembering
His goodness and mercy in the past, we mpy'%rhgz.rarzLully snd completely for sil the

days that sre yet ic be.

Br. Davidson znd other grest Hebrew scholars contend that the correct translation of

the Hebrew word for "surely" should be Yonly." This translation would make it resd,

"Unly goodness and merey shall follew me 21l the days of my 1life." ihst a:remarkable
“statement that is! o matter vhat comes 4o 2 child of God it is for his good. We do

not always understend this or we would mot marmur and complsin so much. "Only goodness

and mercy shall follow me all the days of my Jife" means that "=211 things are working together
for good to those who love CGod and are called according to Hie purpese.® This onght to

£iil cur hearts with joy even in the midst of the hardest trizls arnd ewverisnces.

811 the days of ny 1ife.”
relaxes, the love of God never ol
blue days and bright Saye, hard

God never tsa28ss, the vigilance of God never

G PA11 The deye" includeg dark days and light days,

s and easy days, stormy deys snd peaceful days, work
days and vacaticn days, busy days . rest days, winter deys and summer days, all days

and every moment wntil the end of the pilerimsge. Ooodness and Merey never take g veacation.
You may take & vascation, bub Goodness and Merey will even then vursue you.

hnd T will dwell in the house of the Iord for ever.” What an andl This is probably the
moet celebrated apd in the rhelorie of redempiien. Somecne may ﬂav "It 211 the days
of my 1ife! brings nme to the end.” No, not the end-—the beginning! The blessed conclugion

reaches beyond this 1ife into the future, It has to do with eternzny.
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"I¥ in the house of the Iord for ever! It is good Lo be the shees the Iord's pesture.

it is betier to be the guests around Hie iable. And, it will be best of =211 to be

the childrern in His home, In the pasture, we have providemee, At the table, we have
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T will dwell.,” To dwell means to abide, 1o remain, fo continuve. Here we have no abiding
nlsce, How many times we movel! £&nd in how meny different houses we live! Here a home
becomes = broken thing with some of its dearest members missing, and if the Lord farrieg
gome day you will be missing. The building will be there, with the same ruge on the floors,
the geme pictures on the wells, the chair in which you sat, the itable at wvhich you zle

the bed in which you slent, bul vou will not be there,

But, how muchk greater the joy thet shall be ours when some dey the Iord shall spesk to.
car lonely hearts and bid us enter info the fellowship of the saints and the Saviour in
heaven! We shall not want anything thers.



