THE PRAYER OF 4 MUHRDERER
Paglm 51

This Psaim is perhaps the brightest gem in the vwhole book., It contains instructions so
18?@@ and doctrines so precious thet even the tongues of angels could not do justice to
the full develeorment of it,

Tt is a Psalm of David., In it he reveals that he ig = very unheppy man. It is the
plaintive wall of g blsediry hoort snd a bioken spirit. The fountalns of the deep have -
baen broken up in the soul of the writer. IL wss wriltten when he was perhaps about fifty
vears old and after his awful f2ll1 irtc sin. He had vlupzed into horrible sins, He had
cormitted a double crime, He had wresked the home of a feithful and loysl scldier, and
then he had taken his life alszo.

Approxmmately'a year after Bavzﬁ hed simed so zrievovsly in the matber of Bathsheba

apd Uriah he was visited by Hethen the prophet. In His merey God sent him this preacher,
who was a8 skiiful as ke was breve. He told Devid a very stirring story of the injustice
of one man to another. He tcld hinm about 8 man with prest flocks who sitole the only
lamb of 2 poor man. The story so enraged David thet he Wit his lips, clenched his flsts,
and said, "The man vho did that thing Shall surely dle M

David wag a splendid illustration of the feet thsi it is geo much easier to go into a rage
abont the sins of somebedy else Than it is to be Lﬂdlﬁﬁdﬁi on account of our own. David
listened to Hathan's sermon, bubt never tock a word of it to himsel?. He reasoned, "This
man Nathan is certainly digging wo that scoundrsl that hes been sheep stealing, vhoever
ke is." Just then Nathen did a fremendously eouragecus thing. He pointed his finger
inteo the face of this lust-smeared and blood-stsined king and said, "Thou art the man."

Then what havpened? David's chesks turned pale, his knees got weak, so he fell on his
face and sobbed out his prayer to God. This prayer was aliogether becoming of one who

had sinned so grievomsly. It revesled a genuine sense of the destruetive power of sin,

a brokenness and comtrition of soul, and an utbter revudiation of self. He abhorred himself
and the sin which had brought hlm‘lﬁﬁﬁ such a hondage,

There is & vast difference between pravers arisine from the influvence of habit and thoess
which grow out of a deep sense of pwlili, need snd dependence. When David uttered this
remarkable prayer, he realized thai he needed the grace and mercy of his Meker. Conseguently,
his requests were simple, pointed, carnest snd persevering. How personal were his criesl

How intense was his pleading! ¥e did wmot try to excuse his sin. He did net plead any
mnitigating circumstances. He &ld not tvry to lay the blsime on the shoulders of anybody

elge, He recognized that his sin wss sn aet of rebellion against God.

I, The Prayer For Pardon. Psalm 5L:l—i.
Dgvid's plea for pardon found its basis in the following:

1. Hiz conseiousness of sin,
He said, "I acknowledge my transgressions: and my sin is ever before me."

2. His confession of sin. _ ,
He prayed, MAccording unto the multitude of thy tender mercies blet oul my trans~
gresgions. Wash me throughly from mine iniguity, and cleanse me fra@ my sin,"

In this confessien Dawvid:

(1) Recognized the evil of asin.
He regarded sin ast
a., An unrighteous thing.
b. & guilty violation of & hely law,
¢, A defiling thing.
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{2) Recognized the sin as his own.
He made an honest confession of his own transgressions., It is easy to see
and to acknowledge the faults of others, but it is difficult to confess one's
owr sins, especially those as sericus as the word Mransgression® indicates.
A transgression is a deliberate, stubborn turning sway from God when there
iz a kﬁowledgb of the right. It is & breaking loose, or & tearing awsy
from God, in & spirit of rebellion, a delib%rate and wilfal viglation.

It is sometimes hard to believe thsi the sins we commit are our own. We
are prone to try to shift the responeibility for them %o others. We are
willing %o place the blame zuywhere except on ourselves. We blame the tendencies
which we have inherited, the training which we have received, the circumstances
in which we have been pla@ed or the teuptations by which we were assailed.

But of sueh we Tind nothing in this Psalm. David admitted that the sin was
his owm. Consequently the guilt of the crime was his alone.

{3) Regarded his sin as hostile to God.
He realized that what he had done was evil in the eyes of God., He had sinmed
grievously against socleiy, but it ws2 the fact that his sins were offences
sgainst God that ehleFE?’meressed snd cistressed him. 431 sins against
one's fellowman are offensive to God. You camnmot harm your fellowman without
vronging God. David realiged that his sin had wronged God more than it had
injured man.,

His confidence thabt God would forgive his sin,

Gut of the depths of his sin snd degradstion David cried, "Have mercy upon me,

G God, according to thy lovingkindness." BReal snd abiding merecy could come

only freom God. Hie sarnest sppesl, "be gracious unto me," expressed a deep and
urgent desire. Hisz appeal was based only and entirely wpon the nerey and grace
of a holy God. Nothing but the mercy of God could meet his need., He dared

not ask Tor justice. Only & self-rightecus person would be presumptuous enough
to think of doing that, Wisdom would prompt any person to agk God for mercy and
forgiveness., '

loathing sin and grieving for having committed it, David prayed, "According unte
the multitude of thy itender mercles blot out my transgressions.” He regarded
his gin as a blotted record te be expunged. "Blot out™ means to wipe off, %o
remove, or to efface, David wanted more than a cancellation of his records

he wanied it expunged or wiped off completely., He asked God o blot out his
transgressions and his iniguities. Weuldn't you like for pecple to forget and-
erase from memory every mean thing you ever said or did? That is just vhat God
does when He forgives you. Your sins are forgiven, blotied oui, and no lenger
held against you.

Not only does this Psalm regard sin as a blotied record to be expunged, but alse
as a polluted robe to be washed. David prayed, "Wash me throughly from mine
iniquity, and clegnse me from my sin." This word "throughly' supgests the need
of & vigorous through and through process of washing to remove the deeply embedded
and unclean substance. It is like the act of washing a garment by means of
kneading. His iniguities were so great and so deeply ingrained that nothing less
than 2 vigorous, penetrating cleansing would be satisfactory. The phrase "from
mine iniguity®™ is snother indication of his persomal consciousness of sin. He
said, "y sin is ever before me.” "Before! means in fromt of and the word "ever"
means conbtinually, The psalmist was saying that his transgressions and sins
stood out in front of him all of the time. God wowld not let him forget them
and live without their haunting presence. :
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The Prayer For Purity. Psalm 51:5-11.

1. David prayed thet God wowld vurge him. ,
"Purge me with hyssep, and I shall be clean: wash me, and I shall be whiter
than snow.” He was thoroughly convinces that sn inherent depravity of nature
was the evil root from which 211 sin sprans. So, he confessed his sinful nature,
as well as his sinful deeds by saying, "Behold, I was shapen in iniquity; and in
gin did my mother concelve me." That is why he prayed, "Purge me with kyssop,
and I shall be elezn, v

2. David prayed thst God would ourify him,
He wanted his sin-polluted and sin-stained nature clesnsed, He prayed, "Wash
ne, and I ghall be whiter than snow....Creste in me a clean heart, O God; and
renew a right spirit within me." David hed an intense desire to be purified,
‘However, he realized that cleansing had tc¢ come from other hands than his own,
This prayer is s confession ¢f his inebility to cleanse himself., But, he believed
that the cleansing would be complete, He wanted 1o be entirely clesnsed and
purified. '

He wanted his cleansing from sin to be so thorough that there would not be any
visible marks of its ccewpsiion of his heart, He wanted to be as white as snow.
That is what the eleansirg vrocess of the crous does. It does such s thoreugh
work that nothing is left wndene. The blood of Chrigt cleanses a person all over
and does it for all time,

"Create for me." This is sn appesl for z divine work of grace at the center of
one's 1ife. The word "heart" is used to represent the centrality of one's whole
being: mind, emotioms and will., It is the wellsoring from which flow thoughts,
motives and the will to do. "Clean® mesns wralloyed, or that which is ageeptable
to God. David greatly desired a cléan heart. He wanted all the dirt swept out
of it. ‘

3. David prayed that God would protect him,
"Cast me not away from thy presence; ard take not thy Holy Spirit from me.® This
is an earnest entreaty for preservation from sin, "Cast me not away! from Thy
protecting presence inte danger, loving presence inte wrath, joyous presence imbo
distress, gracious presence into despair.

A clean heart is an inward work of grace. It does for what God does in a persom.
"Clean" means having a heart in which there is not any known unforgiven and uncleansed
gin, However, unknown sin is fully known to God. A clean heart is the consciousness
that there is nothing between Ged and the soul,

Note David's preyer for rightness of spirit also. Clean hesrts and right spiriis

are twin necessities, 7The sbsence of a right spirit is the dead fly in the ointment

of many a renewed life, It is possible to seek a elean heart, and vet possess and
meintain a wrong spirit in the daily 1ife., Clean hearts are powerless to atiract

souls to Christ if they are not wedded to right spirits, the proper medium of expression.



