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he should go, and even when he is old he will no
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Statements like, "Iow unto Him that is able to keep you from falling,” {Jude 20:4)
indicate & somewhat new task for the churches. Our churches haye emphasized the
selvetion of souls, the fzci that Christ cuome to seek and to save the lost. The
church was instituted to carry on His work. It is certain that a church can never
go out of the scul-winning business and live. There will alweys be human wrecks
to reclaim. Men cannot look to the governrent, bo society, to the clubs, ete.,

to salvage the wrecks of humanity.

Important as the salvaging of human wrecks is, there is another work which is slmost
of egual importance. It is to preveni the wrecks from hapvening.  Hothing can teke
the place of redemstion, but it is useless for ome to go to the brink of hell before
turning back to the Father in penitence snd faith., In addition to salvation of a
soul, we must strive to save the life and usefulhess of people by preventing their
prodigelity. Our churches have been all toe slow to realize this as a part of thelr
work. : : '

One of the dubies of the fire depsriment is to put out fires. Inother of their
“duties is to teach fire prevention, which s even better. One of the tasks of the
police departnent is to arrest ¢riminsls, bubt ancther of their dubles is to pre-
vent crimes, which is better. A physician is often called with the hope that he
nay be able tc cure a disesse, but it ig better when he prevents the disease through
the use of a serum., Prevention is better then a cure. Thed is why we need to put
more stress on preventing the fateful wrecks of sin., There is hothing wrong in
having an smbulance st the base of a high cliff for the benefit of those who fall
over, but it is far better to have & fence arcund the top of the ¢liff to prevent
the falling. ' ' -

Present-day parents face a world of heart-break and tragedy, bub it is also z world
of unsurpessed opportunities. The present state of affeirs is not sncouraging,

by any means. Hamlet is not the only one who has felt that "the tine is out of
joint." The chapber our country has written in the last two decades is anyihing
but inspiring. We cennot deny that there are forces in our eivilization which are
debasing ouvr people. Disrezard for the laws, both of men and of God, has led %o
the spirit of open lawlessness, or the spirit of Iicense.

lLoss of faith, not only in Cod and in our fellow men but also in noble standards
and lofty ideals, hes led many into the shadowy land of uncertainty and insecurity.
Is there nco balm for the wounds of the people? Is there no way out of the present
distress into a happler day? There is no easy solution to modern problems. There
is no megical panacea; but, thank Ged, there is a remedy.

Our Christisn messaze has used twoe methods through the centuries--the remedial and
the preventive. The gospel of Christ proposes snd promises to heal the hort in the
heart of humsnity and to cure the digease of evil. TIn the words of Jerry Macauley,
"Tt never abandons hone of anyone.” But there is another method which has not
received the enphasis it has deserved. Cod's Word entreats us not only to seek to
rescue prodigals bul alsc to prevent the making of prodigals. A good physiclan is
not content with the cause or the cure of 2 disease, bul he seeks o prevent ils
ravaeges. An ambulance at the foot of 2 mountain may do a needed work for those
who have fzllen dowrn the precipice, bub building a fence saround the dangerous itop
is preferable and far more beneficlal,
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reventive religion has been entrusted first of all to parenis. They bhave the high
vrivilege and the far-reaching dubty of leading their children to noble manhood and
womanhood. They should cosperate with God in preventing their children from becon-
ing moral cripples and spirituvsd weaklings.

The first years in one's 1ife are the most important in the formation of kabits,
mipd~se%, and character. Yo discount the value of early tralainv ig neither good
eolog} nor good psychology. The pre-school years are the most significant in
one's life. It is then thel the affections are moved and often nermaﬁently fixed

before the child's understanding has begun to function.

: 7

Our text challenges all psrents to begin early in building noble lives. The word,
"train," which is used here, is derived from the word which signifies the palate
and the inner part of the mouth. Literally it wmeans "to put into the mouth." The
figure suggests the feeding of an infent. Parents are responsible for the nrovi-
gicn of the prover pky81ca1 mental, moral, and spiritwval food. A Roman Catholic
Cardingl remhrked thet if he cculd have & ohild for the first five years of its
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God has no kinder zift then e hallowsd home. There has yet to.be discovered a
subgtitute for good fathers and mothers.

Two of the strongest charscters in the 01d Testament are Moses and Semmel. They
lived centuries ago, but their influence lives on in the lives of others. They
were Goc's true leaders in times of crises. Moses and Ssmuel had this in common:
they were separated from their mothers early in their childhood., Moses was taken
irto Pherach's palsce. Samuel wes placed umder the tutelege of Eli, the priest of
dehovah. But, during the wacel impressionable veriod of their lives, they were also
under the care and itraining of their mothers.

It is as unscientific 25 it is faithless to believe that any impression made upon
e child's wind can ever be completely eradicated. Carlyle, the rugzed prophet of
sincerity, tells us thal when, in old age, he began to write his memoirs, he dig..
covered that the training siven him by his parents and the bent given to his mind
during his early childbocd had remsined to the end. He said, ¥I traced ¢ eenly 1n
myself the character of both parents, also the upbringing and exsmple of both.?

One thing that he learned from his mother's lips and beheld lived out in his
father's life was, "The chief end of man is to glorify God and %o e%*oy Him forever."
The impressions of early childhood sbide through life and greatly affect us for
weal or for uoce.

Let us realize anew the powsr of sarly training. Let us dedicate ourszelves to the
grand task of writing on the wall of childhood the unforgetteble lessons of truth,
right, faith, hope, znd love,

Parents mey well tremble at the power God has nlaced in their hands., This power
may be used to build or to destroy. “Every wise women buildeth ‘her house: bub the
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foolish pluckeih 1t down with her hands.” One of the world's grandest achievements
ig that of parental success, and one of 1ife’s most ftragic failures is that of
parental fallure.

aent that "he Lord hath confirmed the authority of the
T authority can be so decisive as thai. Hapoy 3s
Ly aright. Eot the mother who carelessly throw
emands Too mu of her life or because she conelders

hap much te anguer for at the tribunal of God., In
ah, Ahaziah, it is said, "For his mother was his

In Ecclesiastes is the state
mother over her sons.’ Ho o
the mother who uses that avt
that eut hO?_tj au :
something eise mor
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Edwerd T, Sullivan said, "When God wants an important thing donme in this world, or
a wrong righted, He goes shovul it in a very singular way. He does not release His
thunderbolts or s+1r up His earthguekes. He simply has e helpless baby born, per-
haps in a very cbscure home, perheps of a very humble mother. Then He puts the
idea or purpose inte the ma+ er's heart, she puta it into the baby's mind, and then;
God waits.m ' '

7 on The threshold of motherhood
izabeth, the mother of John
. Gr 3i hepes burred in
hieh awsited them., They

I othe fubure, s well that they could notb.

* sons were pubt d &5 though they were urworthy.
Tt wes hhfu for ka“y to stfﬁd nesy the Cross and see her Son dving as shamefully
as if He hed been a criminal. ©he kad had such high hopes for Him, and Ee hed
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come Lo this terrible end. Evern s motherts insight cannot see s11. She could not

see then thatlt out of this darimess should come _*hﬂt out of this defeat should come
& glorious victory: cmr of u"; suffering should come salvation; out of this death
should come life, 7 today for wmothers to see their smbitious plars

for their childrey y 7 to held aloft the ideals of unselfishress
gnd sgerifi o emphesize choracter above pepularity; tut, as
fathers and moth emphasis, so will the child come o be.
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The Far-Reaching Results of Good Early Training.

"Even when he Is old he will not depart from it." You say, ”ﬁow about good homes
from which have come eriminzls and other morsl LﬁllurESQH‘ It is true that some
worthy parents have had umworthy children. Cutside the home are powerful forces

in operation to break down character which parents have sought to build uwp. Some-
times allursments are too strong, snd moral collapse follows. Yet, it still remains
true that a young life carefully trained mentally, morsily, and sa:rlbua?ly, by
word and by example, will not fail to be influenced by those ideals, even when he
or she is old. The effort spent will not be in vain. That there are axceptions to
a principle does not prove that the principle is untrue. A farmer still believes
that he will resp if he sows end cultivates, even though there are seasong when
droughts or floods consume his crops.

Far too many homes that are considered good have fatal wesknesses. Yirong examples
are set by the parents, false ideals are emphasized, and the great truths of life
are neglected. The Cod~promised result of a godly bame is a roblo character in

the sons and daughters who go out from it. One trouble today is the failure of
parents to live up to their privileges. T3 is not a cuesiion of wvhat ails youth,
but rather what 8ils our homes. "Parer*‘tai delinguency is f¢ scecount for most of our
current troubles over youlthful rebellion and the leoss o? ideals.




It is hard for some %o believe thet it is eassier to seve a child than 1% is to
rescue a prodigel. IH is z thousandTeld beiie er to keep & youth from the "Par
country" than it is to try to coa¥ him honme After 2ll, the majority of
prodigels never return. If a prodigsl is finally rescued, he has lost something
thaet will never be his again.
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"I walked through the weodland meadows,
Where sweet the thrushes sing;

ind I found on 2 bed of mosses
A bird witk & broken wing.

"I healed its wound, and each morning
It sanz its old sweet straln,

Bul the bird with a broken pinion
Hever soared as high again.

*1 found a young life broken

By sin's seductive art:

s bouched with a Christ-like pity,
I took him to my hesrt.

a noble purpese,
el

i stricken
Never scared ss high sgsin,®

The way of prevention is slow and reguires patience and willingness to pay the
price. The gloricus gospel of Christ in the lives of fathers snd mothers is CGodls
groat firstullne defense against the srmy of subtle and insidieus temptations which
would capture the youth of today. The way of barenthood is not easy. Perhaps it
was never more difficult than foday. The gosl, though high, is not imposeible of
attaining. Parents who ;udde the feet of 1 ix children in the way of rightecusness
will win the earth's grestest victories and receive the blessings of hesven., Such
work demands a courage tlst will not falter, = faith that will. not waver, and a love
that will never grow cold.

This training should begin at the earliest possible moment. Do not let the child

grow up in sin and try tc reclaim it by arn extraordinsry effort. To do that is to
give the world, the flesh, znd the devil 211 the edvantage, for the first trainer
hss the greatest vower, This training should includes--

1. Teaching.
Children should be “nstructed in right principies. They should be taught respect

for Uarents, submission to su HOV1ty love for the truth, bumljlty, modesty,
sincerity, and diligence.

2. Example,

Every parent should set = godly example. Be consistent in your living, Tneul-
cate the right principles and practices in your ﬂhﬁldren. Cultivate the confi-

dence snd win the affection of your children.

3. Discinline.

Thie 0L3t1 rates patience in sufferings, and fortitude and courage in misfortune.

i:.- ;,a.d?el"q
If you refuse to biss your child towerd the good, you may rest assured that there
are thousands of tubors outside vour home hat will bias it to its hurt.



