THE FRIENDSHIPS OF YOUTH

a friend loveth at all times." Proverbs 17:17

"A man that hath friends must shew himself friendly: and there is a
friend that sticketh closer than a brother." Proverbs 18:2L.

A friend is a person who is known, respected, esteemed and loved by
another., Friendship is the mutual attachment of two persons who are
thus known and loved. Friendship is of tremendous value. It 1s one
of the best things in 1ife, because 1t makes 1life rich and full,
bright and joyous, tender and sweet. In every condition of life
friendship is a source of strengih and a well-spring of happiness;
it enlightens the gloom of our darker hours and gives sunshine to
our hours of happlness.

Friendship is a reality. ZBach of us has friends. Friendships make
cur lives worth living. We observe that friendships exlist between
others. History is full of the praise of friendship. Even the
heathen writers made much of it. Socrates sald, "All people have
their dlfferent objects of ambition -- horses, dogs, money, honor

as the case may be, but for my own part I would rather have a good
friend than all these put together.” Cicero spoke the truth when he
sald, "Friendship 1s the only taing in the world concerning the use-
fulness of which all mankind are agreed.” He also said, "All T can
do is to urge on you to regard friendship as the greatest thing in
the worid, for thers is nothing which so fits in with our nature, or
is so exactly what we want in prosperity or adversity.” Aristotle
spoke of friendship ss "one soul abiding in two hearts.”

In that great branch of literature called biocgraphy, we find how greatv
a thing in life is friendship. We have notable examples of friendship
in such world-renowned cases as Jonathan and David, RHuth and Naomi,
Paul and Timothy, Johnson and Boswell, Scott and Lockhart, Tennyson
and Hallam, Robert and Blizabeth Browning, and Godkin and Lowell. ¥When
Mrs. Blizabeth Barrstt Browning said to Charles Kingsley, "Tell me

the secret of your 1ife that I mey make mine beautiful too," he replied,
HT have a friend.% That made 21l the difference. Constantius sald,
"My treasures are my friends.” Plautus said, "Nothing 1ls there more
friendly to a man than a friend in need.”

Every person needs falithful friends. We can do bebiter without things
than without friends. Poor indeed is any person whe does not have
friends. If others are to be happy, they must have friends too. Our
Lord wents us to be friends and to have friends., It 1s human for us
to want friends with whom we can share our dreams, joys and so0rrows.
We desire the approbation, love and affection of friends,

"No one is the whole of himself; his friends are the rest."” For that
reason 1t is lmportant that we be very careful in the selection of our
friends., Just as the strength or weakness of a tree when it 1s full
grown is often determined by conditions in its early days, so the
happiness of & home is often determined by events that have transpired
in the lives of the two people years before they have met each other.
No greater mistake could be made by eilther parents or young people



than the idea that the sarly Iriendships entered into in school days
do not count. Parents are serious sinners along this line at times
in joking the young people about these friendships. This joking is
a mistake in that it sitrengthens the feeling already held by many
young pecple that unless they are thinking seriously of wedlock 1t
matters little the type of company They keep or the standards which
thet company holds.

The friendships made in high schocl are never matters of indifference
and are never unrelated to the happiness of future homes which may be
gstablished by the young people. The attitude, wnich is often taken
by wvoung men, that they can keep company with the loose type of girl
to have & good time but will choose another kind when they come to
marry, 1s a very dangerous fallacy. No two young people beginning

to go together can tell what the result will be. Many a young person
nas allowed himself, or herself, to enter into what admittedly was

an unworthy friendship, simply for purposes of a "jolly good time,”
only to find that later the friendship developed into an smotion

that led to wedlock. Moreover, the ideals of manhood and womanhood.
that make the foundation for a permanent 1ife attitude are often
greatly influenced by these early friendships. Undoubtedly many of
the difficulties that ultimately wreck thousands of homes could, if
the truth were known, be traoced back to distorted conceptions grow-
ing out of careless friendships in early youth, exactly as a doctor
often traces a fatal sickness in older years to some forgotten accldent
of childhood.

There are people who live an almost solitary existence. They may have
one or two close frﬁends, but in the maln they go thelr way aieaea

In many such instances 1T 1s not because they Drufer the solltary way.
Many really hunger for friendship, and long to have numerous friends.
There are others who, whersver they go, bescome a cenber of lively
interest. They attract people to themselves. They are scarcely evsr
alone., FPeople sesk them cut, and they dnd their frisnds have a merry
time, '

What is the explanation of the pwlgrim of the lonsely road? Sometimes
it is sheer shyness. The person is so self-conscicus that he or she
cannot risze zbove 1t. They make no advances toward anybody, not
because they would not like to, but their native timidity forbids

it, They live within a shell of painful shyness, and seem unable

tc break loose. Others are lonely bscause they suffer from an in-
feriority complex. They have formed a very low estimate of thelr
gualities and abilities. They fear they would have 1itile to con-
tribute to a conversation, or to the soclal enjoyment of others, and
so they shrink within themselves and are silent. Very often their
assumption of inferiority is woefully inaccuraste. Exbtreme individuslism
is ancother cause of loneliness.

Suech people often complain of fthe unfriendliness of others. They find
those in the home, offlice and business unfriendly; and as for the
church, they think it is a refrigerator. They sit near the back, go
oub like they had been shobt at when ths benediction is pronounced,

and complain of the unfriendliness of the church. A vsry wise obsarver
said in the long ago, "A man that hath © i
Don't expect the other person to Take the initlatlive and approach you.
If you would lsarn to love people, to try to help them, to be glad of
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an opportunity to speak to LHThem, you would find that the seeﬁlnalg distant

riends must shew himsell friendly.’

?
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peopls are not distant at all, JTece makes ice. I you are cold, stiff
and formel, you may exXpsct others to be egually soc.

You can have frisnds. If you are lonesome and friendless, you nesd
not ve. The making of friends 1s an art any normal person can culbi-
vats, 1t 1is not easily attained. There 1s no short cut o achisving
it., All must pay the same price for it. It camnot be secured at
reduced pricss, and i1t is never on sale at the bargain counter,

Friendship is within the reach of more peopls tLoday than ever befors,

In no previous generatlion have people lived so closely together or had
as many contacts, DBoys and girls ars thrown together in a complex
gsoclial 1ife from the fifth or sixth grade on. Young people do many
things together and through them achieve desirable comradeships. It
should be remembered, however, that being with people does not guarantes
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friendship. We touch elbows with many, bubt hsarits with few.

Wot all that masqguerades under the name of frisndship possesses these
characteristics which make the relation a trus one. In a2ll true friend-
ships there must be mutual Ltrust. It sometimes happens that there i3
pverfect trust on one side, but perfidy on the other.

You may recall an incident of one of the Alexanders of the Hussians,
His own trusted physicisn had entered into a2 conspiracy to take his
life. Alexender thoroughly trusted his doctor, and when he entered
the room one morning and poured out a potlon from a vial and handed it
Lo his monarch to drink, Alexander did sc without The slightest hesi-
tation. Then resching his hand under his pillow he pulled cutbt a
communication from an subtsider in which there was revealed Lo the
monarch the complete story of the perfidy of his physician. Here was
perfect trust on one side, but nothing except treason on the other,

Certain factors are very ilmportant 1n the making of friends. One of
them is openness of mind. Emerson said, "There are two elements that
zgo into the composition of friendship, each s0 sovereign that I can
detect no superiority in elther, no reason why either should be first
named ~- one 1s truth and the other is tendsrness. The essence of
friendship is entireness, a total magnanimity and ftrust. A friend
is a person with whom I may be sincsre; before whom I may think aloud.”
Dr. Carnegie Simpson said, "People cannot be true friends if one is
hiding half his 1ife from the other. A true friend unbosoms freely,
adVLSSS justly, assists readily, advenbtures boldly, takes all pa+1nnt1v
defends courageously and continues 2 friend unchangingly.”

A second factor is sincerity. Friendship is to be wvalued for what there
is in 1t; not for what can be gobtten oubt of 1t. Meany are never able

to make friends becausse they are locking for servanis. Those who have
true friends do not watch the rseceiving side, but they are strong on the
giving side.

4 third factor is friendliness, Others want frisends, too; so, 1f you
want a friend, be ona, Wse should learn from Christ that the essential
guality in the heart of frisndship is not the desire to have friends,
but the longing to be a friend; not to get help from others, but to
impart blessing to others. In all our dealings with others, we should
seek to have in large measure these two elements of friendship, namely
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truth and tendernesse.

A fourth factor is doing things bogeitner. This cements friendship.
Hven to play together promotes friendship. To work together, fo
strive together, to sacrifics togebher and to suffer together makes
friends who are inssparable. '

In their effort to make friends young people may be grouped into four
-classes:

First, those who want everything at the least possible cost to themselves.
They always look for the easy things %o do., They never want to put
themselves out. Anyons who is only on the receiving end of 11ife will

do 1ittle Lo make 1ife richer for others.

Secondly, those who seek to be clever or who are "smart-alecky.” In
order to get what they want, they bluff and try to fool others, but in
the end they do not fool anybody but themselves. They parade before
the crowd. They adopt such anti-social methods as bolsterousness, loud
laughter, tramping brazenly into & meebting after 1t has begun or out

of it before the end. Their capaclty for happiness extends only so

far as they continue to have the attention of those wnose frisndship
they desire. Such an attitude 1s hostile to the concept of true friend-
ship. They casually listen to a gualified and prepared teachey preacher
or speaker, and then in an undertone say, "Is that so?” In thelr own
sstimation, they know a1l there is to know, but in reality could not
write a primer. People who sre so desperate for attention are to be
pitied., It does not pay to show off.

Thirdly, those who get what they want no matifer how much others are
nurt by it. They will even attempt to ruin the reputation of others
to accomplish their own selfish purposes.

Fouprthly, those who are intensely interested in others and govern thelr
own actions sccordingly. What enriches the lives of others is right;
what injures them is wrong. Those in this group are sensitive to the
needs and feelings of others. Dr. William Lyon Phelps told thils story
which he got from an eye-witness. It was at a time in World War 1 when
German and American front-iine trenches were so located that talking

in one was heard in the other., An American lieubtenant looked ocut of
hig trench and saw a German soldier caught In the barbed wire with one
leg shot off, shrieking with pain. He watched him as long as he could,
and then crawled out of the trench and started toward the German lad,
When the Cermans saw his intent, they stopped firing. He gathered the
young fellow in his arms and carrisd him to the Germen trench, wiere

he handed him over to his Ffellows. Starting back, he was called by a
German officer, who toock an iron cross from his pockst and pinned 1% on
the American's breast. BDoth scldlers, who a moment before had sought
to kill sach other, became friends in a human response to personal

needs.

Having evaluated ourselves as friends, lebt us now turn to those relatlons
pebtween boys and girls which are known as "dates.” On every hand we see
these fine friendships of youth, which mean so much for the development
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of personality, the sharpening of sccial skills and the fostering of
wholesome abtitudes btoward the opposite seX.

Wnat should one expect in a boy or girl friend? The person wnom you
date should messure up Lo certain minimum social, intellsctual, wmoral
and religious standards. Sensible young people prefer a dating partner
with the rollowing characteristics: physlical and mental fitness, de-
pendability or trustworthiness, pride in personal appearance and mannsrs,
cleanliness of speech and action, pleazsant disposition and a sense of

numor, and considerateness of others.

Sensible and self-respecting girls admire and like boys who have
character, dress apopropriately, sre neat in appearance, show respact
for girls, are thoughtful, have good manners, meet her family grace-
fully, do not try too hard to make a good impression, do not brag,

do not act as 1f they were conferring a favor on them to date them,
do not think they are "big stuff,” show reverence in church and other
vlaces where 1t is due, have due regard for the laws of our land, are
interested in the things that are worthwhile, have ambition, have a
good sense of humor, are good sporis and are dependable.

Intelligent, sensible and self-respeciing boys like girls who have
character, are abttractive, dress neatly and appropriately but not
expensively, have good manners, have high ideals, act decently, don'i
gigegie and laugh all the time and &t nothing, are conslderate of others,
don't think they know it all, have a lot of friends, arse friendly with
others regardless of whether or not they have iooks oy money, are al-

ways the same, have a good sense of humor and can take a joke, and

who date them for what they are and not because of your femily, popularity,
MONEY Or Car.



