A PASSION POR SOULS

WThe fruit of the righteous is a tree of 1ife; and he that winneth souls is wise.®
Proverbs 11:30. ‘

BAnd it came to pass a2t the end of seven days, that the word of the Lord came unto

me, saying, Son of man, I have rade thee a2 waichman unto the house of Israel:
therefore hear the word at my mouth, and give the warning from me. When I say

unic the wicked, Thou shalit gurely die; and thou givest him not warning, nor.

speakest to warn ithe wicked from his wicked way, to save his life; the same wicked

men shall die in his iriguity; but his blood will I require at thine hand. Yet

if thou warn the wicked, &nd he turn not from his wickedness, nor from his wicked

wey, he shall die in his iniquity; bub thou hest delivered thy soul.' Eszekiel 3:16-19.

"And they that be \ﬁiise shall ehine a8 the brightness of the firmement; and they that
turn many to righteousness as the stars for ever and gver.! Daniel 12:3.

"One of the two who heard John spesk, and followed him, was Andrew, Simon Peteris
brother. He first findeth his own brother Simon, and szith wnto him, We heve found
the Messiah, whick is, being interpreted, the Christ. And he brought him to Jesus.!
John 1sl0-UZ, .

These words mean thet Andrew, who had spent the previous afternoon in the compeany
of Jeasus, now brought his borther Simon Feter o Jesus snd introduced him. Andrew
was & men of only ordinsry ability, but his brother Peter was used by our Lord to
prsach one sermon by which three thousand vpeople were converted znd won %o Chriss.

~ Without doubt there are thousands of people who would 1ike to know Jesus, if only
. someone would introduce them to Him.

¥Then said Jesus to them sgain, Peace be unto you; as my Father hath sent me, even
go gend I you.® John 206:21.

I say the truth in Christ, I lie not, my conscience slso bearing me witness in the
Holy Ghost, That I have grsat heaviness and contimual gorrow in my heart. Fer I
could wigh that myself were accursed from Christ for my brethren, my kinsmen aeccord-
ing t0 the flesh.! Homans 9:i=3.

"Brethren, my heari's desire and prayer to God for Israel is, ithat they might be
saved.! Romens 10:1. -

A passion for souls is an intense desire for the salvation of the lost. It is a
great longing to bring the lost to Christ and get them to recelve Him as Saviour and
enthrone Him as Lord. Our Saviour had an unspeakable longing for the salvation of
the unsaved. He came "to ssck and to save that which was lost.® Paul probably had
a greater passion for souls than eny other follower of Christ. He gaid: #Brethren,
my heart's desire and prayer to God for Israel is, thai they might be saved.!

The true mission of overyone of Chrigtls churches has been and is to win the losi
to 2 saving knowledge in Eim. fThrough the years, various methods of winning sounls
to Christ have bech wsed. Among these methods sre the following:

1. Gospel Sermonsg -— Example: Andrew. John 1:40.

2. Bible Teaching -~ Examplet! Thousands of Christians.

3. Pamily Influence —- Example: Simon Peter. dJohn 1:h1-42.
L, Saved Friends — Exomple: Nathaniel. John 1l:é5-47.
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5. Christian Atmosphere — Example: The early disciples won many to Christ
by filling the air with the neme and pralges of
Christ. ' :

6. Combination of Forces —— Example: Four brought the paralytic to Christ.

' Mexk 2:3.

7. Personal Work —— Example: Christ used this method extensively. John 3, John
ik, and John 5 are typcial cases. This method was
used &t Pentecost. Acts 1 and Z. DPaul used it and
urged others %o do likewlss. '

Soul winning ig: =-

1. A great task. _
"Paking men slive.® fTeking men alive, or cafching them for Christ, is an art.
Every person is caught by somebody -- Christ or Saten.

2. A great work. '
It 'is not z perfunctory underteking. It is seeking to get souls "mdded to the
Lord.! A great work because it brings the sinner into intimate, personal, living
eternal relationship to Christ.

3., A wise work.
Proverbs 11330. The Kevised Version has it, "He that is wigse winneth souls."
The world's ides of wisdom and God's idsa of wisdom are very different. The
worldls idee is that of pleasure., success in business, aand meking & fortunms.
God's idea is that & winner of souls does a work of permanent and eternsl value.

4. A hard work.
It is not an easy itask. Fersistence succeeds.

5. An effective work.
Christ found it so. Seven of the Apostles were won by individual work -- Peter,
Andrew, James, John, FPhillir, Natheniel, Matthew, and possibly others. The early
church found it so. The renk and file did the work—tialked of what Jesus meant
to them. They did not depend on the Aposile's sermons.

6. A joyous work.

Every Christian should have & passion for souls and work continmously to get people
to forsake sin and to accept the Savicur. The absence of this longing and activity
in the lives of professed Christians today is indeed appalling. Multitudes of church
nembers never pray for the salvation of a lost soul, sand never put forth any eifort
to that end. Something is certainly wrong with any professed Christian who does

not have & passion for lost souls. If one does not have it, thaet fact may be due

to one of the following conditions or causes:

i. An unregenerate state.
The unsaved do not have the ineclination or ability to isad others to Christ.

2. A worldly lifs.
The disobedient sre not inbterested in winning the lost te Chrisit.

3. & lack of faith.

Some do not believe they can win souls to Christ and therefore never attempt it.
&, A dread of criticism.

Some are afraid of what others mighi think or say.
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A fear of doing herm rather than good. _
Tuty is ocwurs. Let ws perforn that duty in the right spirit, &nd the Lord will
teke care of the conssguences.

1. The Reasong for Soul-Winning.

II.

1.

50

The -example of Christ.

This was the primary business of His 1ife. Ee lived and suffered and died to

save the lost. PFollow Me.! To be & Christisn is to be 2 fellower of Christ.

To be a follower of Christ is to have the seme purpose im life that Christ had.

"He came 0 seek snd to save that which wes lest.M Is it your purpose, ambition,
snd passion to win lost soulis to Him? IFf not, why 4o you call yourself a Christisn
or follower of Christ?

The command of Christ.

Parewell ingtructions always demand smttention. He ssid: 78o ye into all the world,
and preach the gospel to every creature." PAs the Father hath sent Me, even so
send I you.® Since He is our Master, Ee has the right te command, a2nd we must

net ignore His commend. It is serious business to disobey His commands. If we
love Eim, we shall strive to plesse Him.

-The coendition of peovles

People, without Christ, ars losgt in sin. TFhev need God. God realized their need
and sent His Son to meet that need. Chrlst realized their need and came o die
on the cress snd meet that need. The Holy Spirit realized thelr need and pere
suades them to accept the Seviour and get thai neeé suprlied. If we love people,
ve shell sitrive to win them to Christ, fo & life of respectability, personsl
victory, Christisn service, and eventually t¢ a home in He&ven.

The welfare of the churehes.

It we really loved our churches and wanied o see them grow, we would do more

to win the lost %o Christ zad church membership. Seme of our churches zre decreas-
ing in membershiiy becsuse their members are not winning others to Christ. Our
churches must incresss in mewmbershiy if they asre to perpetuate themzelves and be
rowers for rightsousness.

The desire for blessings.

Soul-winning brings great blegsings to those whoe engage in it. Among these bless—

ings are: :

(1) Real joy within.
Christ said, "There is Joy among the angels over one sinner thet repenteth.® -
Angels just waich us do the work. Joy of those who do the work—-there is
none like it. '

{2) The personsl fellowship of Chrisi.

(3) The fullness of the Holy Spirit's presence and power.

fhe FHequisites for Scul-¥Winning.

If we are 0 be effective and successful sonl-winners, it is importent that we pos-
sess the following marks of character or gualifications:

1.

A real Christian experience.

The blind camnot leed the blind successfully. We must know that way over which
we are 4o lead others. D. L. Moody once said: !To introduce two persoms suc—
cessfully one must know them both."
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A genuipe prayer life. .
HMatthew 6:6; Philippians 4:6; James 5:16. Intercessory prayer works wonders.

. & working knowledge ¢f the Scripturss.

II Timothy 2:15; 3:16-17. Dr. Torrey said: "There are four reasons why every

worksr should know hig Eible:

(1) To show men their need of = Saviour,

(2) To show them that Jesus is the Saviour they need,

(3) To show them how to make this Seviour their Ssviour,

(#) To deal with specific difficulties which stand in the way of thezr sccepting
Chriet.

A consistent Chrisiisn life.

II Corinthians 6:17. "God does not demand a2 besutiful vessel for His work, bub
He does demand & clean one.! If one is not clean and consistent in his life, the
more he keeps his mouth shubt about Christ the better it is for Christ snd His
cause. Live close to the Lord, if you would win souls to Him.

A conviction of the sinnerts need.
John 3:18; 3:36. ZEveryone needs Jesus.

& tectful szpproach.

HMettrew 10:16. Tact simply means ganctified common sense. Ssy the right word
2t the right time to the right person in the rxght way. DBe courfeous. Treat all
&s lodies =nd gentlsmen.

A complete dependence on the Holy Spiris.
There will be very little power in our testimony if the Holy Spirit does not
bless and use it.

A persistent effort. ’
No work reguires so much patience and perseverance as goul-winning. Refuse to
give up because of failure at the first attempt. Juset keep on keeping on. Show

. him his need of Christ, teach him the way of Christ, and rersist until you bring

him to Christ.

I believe we ought %0 use the soundest prinecip 7le of salesmanship in the winning
of souls to Christ. The principles are somewhﬁt as followe:
(1) Pind your prospect.
(2) Meke the proper approach.

&. Be naturai.

.b. Be tactful.

€. Be courteous.
(3) Secure his attention.
{4) Creste an interest. :

Message should be pointed, plain, personal and perguasive.
{5) Get a decision.

The importent thing is the signature to the order.

LII. The Eeward For Soul-Winning.

1.

The joy of helping:others.

There is no joy this side of Heaven comparable to the joy of bringing souls to
the Lord Jesus.

The gratitude and affection of those Fou win.

The assurance of the fellowship of additional rersons in Heaven.
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b, The bliss of pleasing and glorifying the Lord Jesus.

Hihe Worldls Bible!




