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Peul addressed the Philippisns in terms of endearment. He declared that they, his
beloved hrethren, were in his heart and mind, and that his separation from them caused
him pain and distress. He referred o them as his ®joy and crown.! Thelr kindness

to him hed already brought cheer, and their presence with him in glory wiil he his
crown of glory and eternal satisfaction. I¥ any of the members had grown tired end
inactive, when they heard these words of endearmert they rmst have been inspirved with
new 1ife and must have prayed for such a Chrigtien brother and devebed friend.

After calling the Philicpian Christians his ®loy and croum,® Paul exhorted them %o
gteadfestness in the Inrd. FHe urged them to reszisgi the vpressure of worldly forces.

He was concerncd that they not retreat from their foeg or compromisze with the enemies
of the ecross, As he had stood unwaveringly for God in every situation, so he wanted
them to stand. Paul mede it clear ic them that the cnly power for steadfasiness was
#in the Iord.® Apart from the Iord, people are forced to yeild ground in almost every
enaslanght of the enemy. Thig exhortaticn lg ghtand fast in the Tord is just as timely
for ue todsy as it wes for the Philippisns., As to feaith spd loyalhy, our position is
that of standing immovable. As %c growth and service, the Christisn's posture is never
that of standing 1111, b alwsye thalt of moving forward.

A% the time of Peulls writing an inciplent dissension was brewing in the church at

I iopi. A dissgreement had srisen between two prominent women in the membership of
the church. These women of standing and influence had helped in the work, wil they had
algo hindered it. They were comnended, and they were blamed. The couse of thelr
lifference and dissension is unknown, Evidently thelr disagreement was not over doctrine
or practice, but they just had difficulty in clicking with each other soccially. IL was
not a matter of any importance. The occcasion for thelr 4ifficulty wes too smell for
mentioning. HEach of the women had 2 following, so a schism was being caused in the
churech because each of these women of distinetion insisted on her point of view. Xnow-
ing that the remedy for this ithresltened disunity was very simple, Paul bescught these
two women to "be of the same mind in the Iord.?

Paul asked an unnamed friend and trve yokefellow to heip these women to solve thelr
differences. Epaphroditus may have been the trusted friend whom Penl asked fo serve as
an arbiter and peacemsker. Evidently the person whom he urged to hsalp the women reconcile
their differences was & man of rare diseretion. While the task sssigned him was very
delicate, it was also honorable. FPaul reguegted Clement to assist his uvnnamed friend in
thig minigtry of reconciliation, Then Paul asked his felloweworkers, whose names he did
not call bubt which were in the book of 1ife, to help these itwo vwomen tc renounce their

Ickerings and Jealovsies and get right with the Iord., Since they had lahored at his
gide in the work of the Iord, they were worth the cambined efforts of all tc ge® them to
have unity of mind ard purpose., He was anxions for them ic resoive their differences
hefore thelr usefulnese wag impailred more and grester injury was done to the cause of
Christ.

Even though he had seid¥it before, Paul repeated the injunetion, "Pejoice in the Lord alway.®
The CGreek word ¥chalrete, which is here translated ¥reiolce,” sxpresses the predominste
mood of this epistle, and one which was wonderfully charascteristic of Paul's closing yesrs,
When he wrote this epistie of joy, he wss s prisonsr who did not Inow but that tomorrow

he might be 2 martyr. Paul could not rejoice in himself, in his circumstances or in his
fame, but he could and 4id rejoice in hig fellowship with the Iord and in His service.
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Doubtless most of us like fTo asscciate with cheerful peopie. We find it to be a ionic
to be in the company of heppy spirits. There is nothing attractive sbout a gloomy,
pessimistic personality. We do not eare for the company of one who alwsys looks on the
dark side of things, and if there be no derk gide, mansges somehow tc melke one, Tor a
religion to be attractive 1t must be cheerful. A long-faced religion will not appeal
to thoze who are slveady familier with sorrow and grief, It is well to remember that
melancholy may be a fault as well as a misfortune.

It is the duty of every Christian to "rejolee in the Lord.® Zvery feollower of Christ should
cultivate the fine art of rejoicing in the Lord, Christians should rejoice under all cir-
cumstances, no matter what trials they have to besr or whal sacrifices they have to make,
for these things are only part of the divine plan in accordance with which all things

work teogether for good to God'ls pecple. Christians are commanded to "rejoice in the

Lord alway." Of course, that includes a1l the celamities, afflictions, trials and bereavew
ments which fall upon the world In general and upon themselves in particulsr. Circum=
stances may be brlgdh or dark, the stock market mey be up or down, health may bes good or
bad, and friends may be many or few, but Christians can still “PeJOch in the Iord.* In
thig regard Paul set us a2 wonderful example. He rejoiced in the Lord in epite of flogging.
Even though Paul and S8ilas were beaten within an inch of their lives at Philippi, they
Ysang praises unto God.® Paul rejoieced in the Lord in spite of fetiers. While penning

the words of our text he was chained to a soldier. Paul rejoiced in the Lord in spite

of friendlessness, for he told Timothy, "4t my first enswer nc man shtocd with me, but all
forsock me¥ (II Timothy A4:16). Nevertheloss, Christ gave Paul perpetusl joy. Fallure to
frejoice in the Iord" iz both unwise and sinful. Those who fail to "reicice in the Lord"
injure themcelveh, cripple their influence and grieve the lord.

We cannct always rejoice in ocurselves. Taking one day with another, there are very few
of us who can find oceasion for rejeicing in ourselves and in our accomplishments. Our
lives have been beset by meny troubles snd our recorde have been marked with mubercus
failures.

We cannol zlweys rejeolce In other people, %We have had joyous experiences with some people,
but with others our assoclations have not been joyful., Neither cen we alwsys rejoice in
cur circumstances,

When we zet awsy from ocurselves, other peop};e and our circumstances, and live close to
the Lord, we can rejoice in Fim, Qur Lord is always the same, He never changes., Hia
power never changes. His grace is alwsys the ssme. Zven though we cannot alwsys rejoice
in ourselves, in others and in owr circumstances, it ig good@ o know that we csn ®rejoice
in the Lord. 2 Rejoice in Him, in Who Fe is, in what He is, in what He has done, in what
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He is doing apd in what He wl&l vet do.

If we avail ourselves of the supplies of grace that eve in Christ Jesus, even in the

duilest and darkest days, when everything seems to be gelng wrong, we will be able ifo
"rejoice in the Iord." 4biding joy is possible only beceuse of one's relationship %o
Christ.

A certain poor mother had one son. She had been left with this boy when he was but an
infant, and sghe had brought him up in the fear and admonition of the Lord, She died,
leaving bke bov without care, without 2 guardian and without means. But before she left
him she ssid, "How remember, I hswe ccmm*t ed }QH to God, =nd He wzll ;ook after you,

No matter what comes, learn to say thi *I% all comes from sbove,! Fothing can come to
you tat by divine permizeion, Tou are Fiq c?llc you gre trusting Him, snd 2ithough
mother will not be with you any more, vou ‘%eever*ﬁ ?aiin 7 will be looking after you, and
nothing can come to you that doss not come from above.® Mo matter wha® happensd to him,
he would alwaye say, *C well, as mother said, it comes from above,.®
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One day be was golin. along the street when a piece of zlele fell off a tuilding and struck
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klm, knocking him down. A crowd gathered., His head was bleeding profusely, and he was
in a semi-conscious state. 4s they lesned over him, *%eg F@a%d him esay, R well, it
comes from sbove.® The crowd lsughed, notwiths %ancﬂrg the s
by there was 2 man whe say the crowd and he stopped. Seeing the 1ittle fellow, be in-
uired sbout him, and took charge of the case before % lice arrived, snd accompanied
im to the bcsp tal. He watched him daily until the 1ittle boy got wel“ Meanuhile the
» had found hils way into the Christisn man's heart, Tﬁat man kad had one son and
aatk had taken him avey . When ke med inqﬁ*ries he found that this boy had nd encunme
brances st ail; no one to look after him, So he took him, with his own consent, adopted
him and made him his legal heir. He tock him from the hospital to a mansion. In due
time the boy became a rich man. The itile off the housetop had rezlly céme from above,
ter all,
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o If our faith be in Christ, and in His overruling providence and in His abounding grace,
we shall be able to sav: “ﬂli things ars for ;oar sgkes, thet the ahmdant grace might
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through the thanksgiving of many redound to the glory of God.®

Rejoicing in the Iord kills the desire for sinful pleaaures, enablesg the b&il ver Lo
endure persscuition and enhances the charm and influence of the Christian 1ife. Christians
should be filled with the Joy that comes from the Lord because they thereby bhecome walking
edvertisements of Chrisbtianity and living witnesses for Christ, Rejolcing in the Ioxd
maites us more active and useful in the Lord's service. The Joy of the Christisn is not
in himself, in his experiences or in his achievements, but ®in the Tord.® Tt is zood to
remember thal peace and joy are not dependent upon material resources. Neither are they
banished by the curizilment cor withdrawal of material possessions, To ¥rejolee in the
iord alwaye® is both the privilege and the duty of every Christisn. Whe is so genuine e
Christian es he who has learned what Kingsley called "the sacred duty of belng happyH?

We are encouraged to ®rajoice in the Zord™ for our sakes, for the sake of others and for
the sske of Christ, Rejcice in the Iovd in 811 situstions and at 211 times,



