';» THE SECRET OF & GERAT LIFE

“Fot thet I have slready eitained, or em already made perfect; bub I pursue {(press on)

#if 8o be that I mey lay hold on thet for which alsc I wes laid hold om by Christ Jesus.
Brethren, I (for nyself) do not yob consider myself to have laid hold: bui one thing
{I do) forgetbing the things which are behind, and stretching forward to the things
which are before, I pursus (Fress on) towards the gosl unto the prize of the upward
sulling of God in Christ Jesus.® Phillippiens 3:12<14

I want %o direct your abbention for z 1ittle while Lo the most mmarkable Chrisztian
of the cemturies, nemely the fApostle Paul. He was, snd is, the grestest single cree
dential that Christ's Sospel has ever produced. One dey, in writbing to his favorite
church, he lets us into the secret of his msrvelous lifes In Phillipians three, verw
ses eight to eleven, Paul has set before his readers the gulding purpose of his Chiris-
tian life, the commending motive that explains his remmciation of all things. In
these verses he informs his resders that his passion.as, to gel mors knowledge of
Christ by experience, to triwmph over sin, and 4o have fellowship with Christ in suf-
foring., Then with striking abruptness Paul declares thet the mark at which he sims
has not yet been reached by him, nor has he been eble t achievs his purpose. He
azserts that he has not yet atiained even ss far a3 it is ebtbainsble in this life
‘all that is involved in the experience he has just desoeribed. OCur text is 2 merve-
lously courageous passagze and one which gives us the secret of his great life, Ag=
cording to our texbt, the secret of his greet life was four=fold. It may be stated
ag followss———

Ie HE WAS DISSATISFIED WITH BIS ATTATHMENES

He refers to thet historie event which took place as he wes on the rosd o
Dsmascus. Fe #ays thet Jesus Christ "laid hold of" end "grasped" him. His
strong loving grasp had gripped Faul in the midst of his carser of persecue
tion, ani all that Paul had done wes to yield %o thai grespe The hend of
Christ was lsid upon Penl for e purpose. On that Damescus road Christ grasp~
8d Paul end drew him to Himselfl in order that he might have the sense of the
removal of guilt, the forgiveness of sins, and acceptance with God. Aiso,
that He might divert the groat ability of Paul into the right channels and
meke a great missiomary out of hime. Thet very day Paul realized that Christ
had laid hold of him for m definite purpose, but he alsoc kuew theb the purpose
Christ bad in mind would mot be sccomplished without Paul's own life-long
efforts Therefore, he determined to imow Hothing among men "save Jesus Christ
and Him erucified.” With a polished educabtion and great intellestual qualifi-
cations, he geave himself whole-hsarbedly to the work of the Gospel ministry.
Ag a result of his laboers in this capacity, his influence spread extensively
large cities were permeated with Christian truth, flourishing shirches looked
to him as their founder, and many vel uable Epistles were given to the world by
him. He had bravely endursd persecubion many times mnd had achieved great amd
wonderful things for the Lord as His Apostle. Bub how, thet meny yssrs hed pass-
ed and his carser is almost ended, end he is thinking of his past he tells his
resders thet he is dissatisfied with vwhat he hsz done for his Lord who had dene
s0 mich for him. Ee frarly stotes thmt his sims have not been reashed. Hig
words reveal the fact that he is keenly comscious of a possible misunderstand-
ing of his language. To guard against e misunderstapding, Paul pointedly de-
nieg that he has reached the state of perfection. He says thet neither when
he beceme Christ's mer up to the time when he whbole these words had hs been
perfected, “uch an extimate, which he mekes of himself after s process of de-
liberate reasoning, is in strong conbrast with the selferighteousness ard re-
ligious soncsit of those who mainbain that they have errived at moral and spir-
itusl perfection in Christ. In the days when he was s young, proud FPharises
the rising hope of his party, petbted, praised, and flattered for his zeal and
gleverness, be hed regarded himself weel-nigh faultless, Bubt after Christ
had sntered his heart and 1ife enéd he hed made great progress in Christ-like-
negs, he plainly said that he had not yet reached the gosl of perfection but
thet it was still lying before him. There are some enthusissts who through a
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sheer inmboxisatlion of excibeswment belisve thal they do anet gin and are conse-
guently setisfied with what they are whet they hed doms. _ut Paul tells us
thet he wes dissatisfied with his s iritusl sttainments snd hed an eager long-
ing for loftier heighbse.

FE WAR DESIROUS OF SPIRITUAL ACHIEVEMERT

The most emiment Christian who ever lived on the earth was fully concious of his
own imperfectione Still, though he has not yet attéined the experience for which
he yearss, he is striving to achieve it, His ruling passion iz to get nearer to
Jesus Christ, to grow in His grece and knowledge, to be more like Christ and to
&c better and more work for Jesus Christ. The goal is sbill ahesd of him. The
eshase is not over. Hs had no delusions sbout thet. He does not count himself
at the end of his cowrse. He has not yet remched the top of the mountain., THe
is pressing on as Christ leads him om end up towsrds full manheod in Jesus Christ.
He desires to fulfill the ideal that Christ had for him when he stopped his course
and turning him right aboute

In his desire for greater spiribtusl achievement he forgebs whet he has already
ptbained. Peul does not lull himself to ease and relazetion of effort because
of these stbainments ir the past. They are simply to serve as a stimulus to grea-
ter ondeavor for Jesus. Jfmong his sbbalmments wers, patience, sourage, zeal,
gself-denying love, readiness to bear the cross, and an wnbiring faith mapifested
in weariness and webching, in bhunger and thirst, and in cold and nakedness. Fow
these atbainments in grace were not things to dwell on and medibate over butb

were only stages to be left behind. This expression, "Forgetting the things which -

are behind," 45 nobt-bo-be'understood as if Panl was ashamed of whet lay behind
him ir his Christisn career, or as if he did not emphaize it ss exhibiting the
grace of God. Rather it means that he does not use the memory of what God has
wrought in him and through him to encourage self-satisfaction and relezebion of
affort. He is stimulated by the past to desire greater spiritusl achievements
and to renewed energy in Christian self-development and in the building of
Christts Church. Memy & person goes through life and never vomes to: the high=-
est and best in spiribusl achievement because of an inability to forget certain
things that ought to be forgotien. In our @esire for greater spiritusl achieve-
menk we ought %o cultivate a wise forgetfuindss of past sorrows, of past sing,
of past failures, of past losses, of past joys, of past successes, and of past
achievements, in so far as these might limit the audscity of our hopes end the

_energy of our efforts to that ernd.

HE WAS DEVOTED TO A SIHGLE AIM

®T would lay hold on thet for which also T was laid hold on by Christ Jesus.”
S0 then he teok Cod's purposs in celling, and Christ's purpose in redeeming
him, as being his grest object dr aim in Iife. He says, "But one thing® and
thet one thing worth while for Paul was to win the ideazl set up for him by
Christ. Paul would not be diverted to anything else. He wonld not rum off
on side~igsues like a dog thet juwps every trails and helds to none, starting
with & fox and ending the day barking at a rat hole, He had no time for less-
sr interests. He lmew how prone men were to dissipebte thelir powsrs end to
fritter away their energy in frivolous, futilaactivities. Sc he urged mem to
gzot an object in life, and heving found out what it wes thet was best in life
then concenbrate all of 1ife*s energies on thet one thing., M¥eny & person hes
fatled in 1ife, not from lack of ability, bub because of & lack of 8 single
gim and this element of concunstration. No life can be very greast, or wvery hap-
Py, or very useful, without a single aim and s stréng devotion Yo that aim,
From Paul we learn that concentration is the secrelt of stremgth in polities,
in war, in trade, and in the manapement of all humar affsirs, Every one of
us showld have an aim which is both definite and high and then should strive
+¢ accomplish that aim. Our sims should be identical with the sims which God
has for us. What, then, is the sim that God hes For vs? It is the productim
in us of God-plemsing character and service. A man of one idea and alm is the



somideble and the sucesssful man. Humercus men who have lived in The pest
hear testimony to this fact, Hoah was & mon of ong ides and aim. His idea
wss bo build asn ark. And though he did obherthings, yet the one graat
thought of his life was someshing would float upen stormy end shorpless sens.
imd this ome thipg he dide-he built the ark.

Abraham wes in the sawe class. His one idea was a oity. He, too, did other
things: he trained his servents and commmnded his household ete. BPub amideb
wiz fairest dreams by the suocestral waters, a grsat wvolce cut of hesven gpeke
to Wim of & eity whish hath foundstions, vhose builder wes Gad P And ever
afterwards he journeyed towards that city.

& singlesess of aim and effort have always been snd mlweye will be the secrel
of 81l noble husan accomplishment.

Menoleon was the most efficiewt man of hiz time, vot because he wag gifted a-
bove hie Pellew-men, oliher physieally or inbellectually, but beomuse universal
empive was his siogle eim. He Tived only Lo conguer.

Dempsthenes wes the prince of sll esrth's orators, not becsuse God zave him a
spiendid voles, snd sxquislbe grace of motion, bubl beesuse eloguence was his
eme idea snd aim. He lived only to sweep over all the Aeolien syapathiss of
the mmsn hearb. '

Newton was the king of estronomers, mot becsuse his eye wss koeneyr as It soppe
wed Fhe heasvens, nor beosuse God gave him mighty wings to swesp through the
empyrosan, bubt becauss of & sinpleness of aim end concentration of effort.
That was a grand setiom of old Jeyome when he laid all his pressing engsge~
wents sside to mehieve a purpose to which he felt a call from heaven, e had
a lerze congregation but he sald To his peopis, "Hew, it iz of necessity that
the Hew Testement must be mede; I am bound for the wolderness, and shall nok
return t11] my bask iz finished.” fAway he went with his maruseripbs, esnd pray-
ed smd loboured, snd produoeed a work-=The Lebin Vulgatee=shich ne doubt will
jest as lovg as the worldrstands.

BE EAY DILIOENT IH STHEHUOUS ACTIVITY

The figure of a raos is in the mind of Paul as be writes these words, and h
k¥riows thaet digbreckions in & race ars febal. A2 he iz rumning, bs has no'time
or inelination to loock backward, Hor does he Burn aside to look ab enyihing
slzes He strains snd stretebes towsyds the objest he 18 so sager to reach, as
i he wers trying to btouch 1% from his present positiom. Te g%r@@@h@% ava;v
nerve to resch the posl. The chase is nobt over for him snd se he rums his ey
best in oewder that bhe mey win the prige. He presses om bto gyasp the crowmn i
with the snimebting thowghit that Christ, in the hour of @&nv@rsi%ﬁg grﬁgp@dﬁhim
with the express purpose in visw, that he, through the path of £6ith and cbede
fepnce, might be glorified at last. Stretehling oub his head, heands znd body
Gownyrd the gosl he ig bearing down upon the gosl with strepucus and unw@aéing
astivity, He is thinking of theprize which he hopes to atbeln as a vewsrd for
his strenuous ackivity. He like all other prest ideslists saw the unsbthtained
burning ever so olearly before him thatall the attained seemsd ss nothipg in
his eves. Being dissebisfied with his stbtelinwents, desirouws of greabter spirit-
ual ashisvement, dewbted to a single aim apd diligent in sbremuous activity, be
genersted the greatest perzonality and did the greastest dseds of any Chrisbisn
of the centuriss. In this brisf passeps of BSoripbure, he has told ve how he
sume o be the sort of Christisn man he wes. From his own story of it we cen
readily sse bow we teo may live great lives of consesration and service if we
will oaly Pollow his exemple asd meet the conditions of spiritual progress es
he mot them. S



