PAUL'S PEILCSOPHY OF LIFE
Philippians 1:12-26

In the preface of this epistlée Paul poured out his love for his friends in Philippi.

As he entered upon the msin portion of his letter, it was only natural that he should
tell his readers something of his own situation and experiences in Rome. He knew of
their love, They had expressed that in their gifts, and in their unfaltering devotion
to him. He was sure that they would be eager, first of all, to hear of his welfare.
With the generosity of love he refrained from mentioning anvthing that would distress
the minds of his friends. He assured them that all was well, and that he was both joyful
and hopeful.

Evidently as a prisoner of distinction, ressrved for the personal judgment of the emperor,
and cherged with no crime or felony, Paul was accorded a large degree of liberty amd certain
real courtesies. But even the more lenient and less rigorous imprisonment must have been
distressing to Paul, To be chained to the wrist of a socldier, day amnd night, sleeping or
waking, must have been a trying experience to one of Paul's sensitive disposition., Then,

in addition %to his physieal discomfort, there must heve been mmeh to embitter and to
digtress him, He was eager to visit the churches he had founded. He had plamned to con-
tinue his evangelistiec tours. Then, too, there was the long delay of justice. Month after
month dragged by and his trial was still pestponed. '

However, as Paul now addresses himself to his dear friends in Philippl there is not a word
of bitierness or complaint. He was able to see the hand of God when things went against
him., He was able to get sweet out of bitter. The capabilities of the Christian faith

to triumph under all circumstences come into clear relief in Paul's sccount of his im-
prisonment. There ig here no suggestion of defeat, Various things caused Paul to rejoice

in his imprisomment:

1. The progress of the Gospel. 1:12-13.
That is, it had become krown that he was in bonds because of no erime, but merely
because he was a Christian. His very imprisoumment, therefore, had led men te know
and to discuss the story of Christ. It had become in itself a means and an occasion
of making the gospel known, and that, too, in wide end unexpected elrcles; both in
Caesar's court and among the Roman populace. Paul was never ashamed of Christ or of
his bonds. His bords became & badge of honor for they preached Christ to all who
saw them snd lmew why he wore them. '

2. The spurring of others to courageous action. 1:l4.
This helpless prisoner, shut off from the work he loved, confined to his obscure ledging,
sproad new zeal and fiery devotion throughout the whole church in Rome. Some Christians
may have lost heart. Some may have been failing in their witness. Some mey have been
unfaithful to their Iord. There are always timid souls who Iose hesrt in times of
persecution., Wanifestly, some of them had been afraid to open their mouths for a
while t11l they saw how brave Paul was in spite of his bondage and impending trial,
and then they begen anew their fearless testimony for Christ.

3. The opposition of some church members., 1:15-17, :
Obviously they were emvious of Paul. They were moved by personal jealousy and sought
to undermine his influence. They sought to form a faction in the church. They were
indeed so moved by malice that they would gladly have added to the distress of Pauml's

imprisonment.

Pault's attitude toward those who were seeking to oppose and offend him is an inspiring
revelation of the greatness of the mind and heart of the apostle. He might have
eriticized and rebuked them. But Paul rose above any petty animosity. He seized
upon the main fact, namely, thet Christ was being preached, and instead of resentment
his soul was filled with joy.
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"4. The proclamastion of the glorious gospel., 1:18.
Christ was preached, That is what mattered most with Paul. Other things are important

in varying degrees, but this is primal,

5. Through his hardships he could glerify Christ. 1:19-20.

Paul now turns to his own case and declares that it matters 1ittle what happens to
_ him in Rome. He was sure that his troubles, his imprisonment, and the personal

antagonisms of his adversaries, would result in his spiritval development, and there-
fore in his truest welfare. This spiritnal development he further declared was in
absolute accord with the supreme aim of his life. He wamted to sct and to spesk with
such courage that Christ would be honored in his body "whether by life, or by death,m
If he lived he hoped to honor Christ by his continued ssrvice and testimony; if he must
die, then by his dauntless courage he would do credit te his divine Lord.,

Paul had a profound philosophy of life. It was expressed in a single comprehensive sentence,
"For to me to live is Christ." The aim, the purpose, the inspiration, and the sum of his
1ife were Christ, He here announced the principle of life so far as he was concerned, The
personal pronown has the emphatic place in the sentence. It means, this is what 1ife means
to me, whatever it means to others. With meny Iife means pleasure, sensusl indulgence,
money, power, flettery, having one's way. But with Pewl the regulating principle of life
was Christ, Baskerville said, "Christ Jesus mmst be the origin of 1ife, the essence of
life, the model of life, the aim of life, the solace of life, the reward of life."

Whether he was leooking to the past, at the present, or into the future, wherever he turned
his eyes, Paul saw only Jesus Christ. All the strength of his faith, all the fulness of
his hope, and all the lomgings of his soul were centered in Him. TFrom that day, on which
Pawl had his revoluntionary experience on the road to Damascus, Christ ruled snd reianed

in kig life.

To exiet and to live are widely different conditions. A1l who bresthe exist, but those
whe really live are the ones who have dedicated their minds apd undivided energlies to
Gh;ist. When self is completely ylelded to Christ, the life will be a joyous one. -

"For to me to live is Christ." What did Paul mean by this statement? He mmst have mesnt
that inasmuch as Jegus Christ had impsrted a new nature to him and he was drewing all of
his resources from Him that he was becoming more and more Christ-like., Iife was worth
living because the power of Christ was felt in his soul and life. It was a power that
1lifted him up, stremgthened him, and filled him with a ealm and holy joy in all of his
numerous trials.

FNo ore ean truthfully say, "To me to live is Christ", until he has received Christ as his
Saviour and enthroned Him as Lord. This power of the indwelling Christ is sufficient
for every emergency, victorious over every obstacle, fruitful of 211 goed works, and full
of complete satisfaction.

Paul loved Christ with all of his heart, and soul, and mind, and strength. Because of hils
love for the Saviour, he gladly dedicated himself to Christ's serviece. The Master took
possession of him and molded him aceording to His own gracious purposes. Paul's thoughts,
interests, plans, activities, and hopes were centered in Christ. In thought, word, and _
deed, he sought teo reproduce the spirit, character and life of Christ. His only employment
was the service of Christ. In gubstance he sald: "Life equals Christ™ or "Christ equals
life, ® This conceptlon always mokes 1ife excsedingly interesting and profitable,

Such a view of life, as Paul had, gives to 1life a real unity and a true nobility. It ends
those conflicting aims, those divided allegiances, which destroy all harmony, which make
efforts fruitiess and £i11 Jlife with those activities which are at once complex and futile.
Suchk a philosophy also dignifies all one may do or may endure., When {asks are undertsaken
for the sake of 8t they are ennobled, no matter how cobscure they may be. VWhen distress
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is endured patiently through the power of Christ the very experience has about it scmething
" of jﬂye

Paul was about to say that, if he was to live longer, it would be with the one hope of
being fruitful in his work for Christ and heipful t6 the followers of Christ, So, he said
that the supreme aim for him was to make Christ knmown. He can be interpreted as saying,

- "I live only to serve Christ and have no comceptien of 1ifé epart from Christ. Christ
ocecuples the whole of my 1ifée. I have no secrets apart from Him. I have no locked doors
to keep Him out of any part of my 1ife." In a word, Psul led a surrendered life and found

the utmeost peace and power in it. It was the victorious 1ife in the truest sense.

Christ was hig all in all. Bub then what about death? Simply more of Christ., That was
all. "Io die is gein." All that death could do for Paul was to give him more of Christ,
Paul felt like an esgle in a cage. Death would be the liberation from the limitations of
his flesh. He looked wpon death as a friend in disguise, the door to complete and giorious
union with Christ. Psul was not dissatiefied with 1ife here, but was ready for death,

Be faced life or death with equanimity., He was ready for either. FHe had mede known that
for him death meant fuller and richer 1ife in gaining Christ. But he was mot discontented
to live on in the flesh if that was the will of God for him. There would not be 2 moment's
hésitation with Paul if it were ¢lear to him that his work was done. Just to eke out a
useless existence had no charm for him. He did not wish to be like a fruit tree that no
longer produced fruit but just cumbered the ground. He had no desire to be laid on the
shelf, to be past the dead-line in the ministry. Paul had no friends to take care of him
in his old age. One of the saddest of all spectacles is the sight of an old minister whom
1o one wanis ito hear preach and who is no longer able to support himgelf. But Paul hsd

no hegitation in declaring his personal preference for death since that meant the riches
in Christ. But it seemed cléar to him that there was work yet for him end so he was ™in

a strait betwixt the two,™ life and death., He faced his work with joy, but he would have
had more joy if he had gone to be with Jesus. The hero was no shirker, The matter was
in God's hand end he would not have it otherwise. '

Paul was hemmed in on both sides by two good things. He was between living and dying,

but Christ was connected with both. It was simply a question of whether he should enjoy
Christ in glory or serve Him on earth. He thought that by dying he could be closer to
Christ and attain & more perfect state of union with Him. Feeling that this life kept

him away from Christ to some extent, Paul expresses his great delight that death would
conduct him intoe His immediate presence. The blessedness swaiting us ir Christ's presence
is beyond the power of language to express. Paul's surrender to Christ was so complete that
he wanted the Lord's preference to be the determining factor. Entirely submissive te the
Lord’s will, Paul was ready to go and willing to weit, Whet a splendid example for all of

usli :



