& GRACIOUS GUARANTEE

®ind my God shall supply sll your needs according to His riches in glory in Christ
Jesue," Philippians 4:19.

Few passages can be more assuring and conforting to &sheliever in Christ than this
preciovs verse which iz now before us for consideration. 4s the beauty of a picture
may be enhanced by the light in which it is hung, s¢ the setiing of this text revéals
& new glory in the messsge.

Paul had been in deep need. Impriscned in a Rormen dungeon, deprived of the opport-
unity of earning anything to meet his necessities, at a distance from friends who
knew him most intimately and loved him most devoiedly, and without earthly resources
to draw upon, Paul had been forced to suffer need. Through the thoughtfulness and
generosity of the Phillippian Christians, who were poor themselves, Paul's need had
been supplied. We are not told what the gift was, which they sent to him, but it
was sufficient to meet his need. Whatever it wes, it awakened both gratitude and
joy in his soul, and he sent them this letter, acknowledging their kindness in send-
ing the gift, and assuring them of his geruine happiness even within prison walls.

The way in vhich his needs were supplied led Paul to think of the means God has at
His disvosal for supplying &ll kinds of need and repaying all acts of kindpsss. You
cannot find in the whole epistles a single note of revlrlng, or evel & suggestion

of discontent. After all, there is no room for repining in a life that 1@ P%‘iﬁd
with the conscicusness of the presence of lod, Ahv life that is Tilled h the
congcious presence of Cod can take the bwoken str$ng of adversity, and tﬁ@ snattered
bow of diseppointment, and £i1l the soul with the susetest melody, With deepest
gratitude %o his friends in Fhilippi for their continued ministration *o his ne=ds,
Faul sends them the strong encouragement of a floricus promise based orn his own

gf"

experience, Here it is: "And my God shall supply all your needs according to his

riches in glory in Christ Jesus,.®
The Need,

In iocking at men in the mass the lsading fact to mske an impression on the mind
is that of need. Man is a creature of much need. HNo one is exempt. The infant
has his needs. Through the period of childhood and youth, as well as in the peried
of highest activity &nd power, it is a story of need. Likewise, the patriarch of
years has his needs. We have ouwr common needs —- needs in which we all shere alike,
and we have our Individual needs «- needs which are pecullar to each person. The

needs of humanity are counﬁleﬂs, for it 1is need here and need there and need every-

where, As Paul was in need of one thing, and the Philippian Christians in need

of another, all of us are in need of something., However much we have today, and
regardless of howwell satisfied we may be when we lie down at night, we shall awake
in the morning with a new nesed.

In the brief time at my disposal for this message; I cannot even name all the things
that we need in our pilgrimsge from earth to heaven. Each of us is a bundle of
needs, and many of them are clamani and ever-recurring.

1. We have Physical Needs.
Cur physical needs are numerous, From time to time we are confronted with the
problem of food, raiment, shelter, mnd the materials essential to the comforts
of 1ife, both feor ourselves and for those who are dependent upon us.

2. We have mental needs,
The human mind needs teachers, bcoks, and culture.

2., We have social needs.
Our social needs are great. From the dawn of life we need the friendiy hand
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of social sympathy, Our souls crave social love., Our affections need objects
about which to twine if we would develop strength and beauty. The words father,
mother, brother, sister, husband, wife, son, daughter, and friend represent our
social needs.,

We have spiritusl needs. L

Our epiritual needs are just as evident as are our physical needs., The hunger
of the soul is no less real than that of the body. Man is & sinner and needs
God's grest salvation, but this salvation does not end his spiritual needs.-
Even the needs of a redeemed soul are numerous and constantly recurring. The.
Christian needs forgiveness, cleansing, and a2 corstant renewal of spiritusl
strength. He is a traveler journeying across the desert of this world with
enemies on every hand. He is a voyager trying to cross the rough and boisterous
ocean of life. He has to encounter waves of distress, billows of trouble,
storms of adversity, shoals of danger, quicksands of error, and rocks of des-
traction. He needs the lreezes of divine influence to waft him, the anchor of
hope to steady him, the divine compass to direct him, the voice of the Capiein
to cheer him, and the hand of the Pilot 4o guide him safely to the haven of
everlasting peace and rest.

Cur needs are'manyg We need faith and its increase, love and its enlargement,
hope and its brighter kindling, and grace in all its fulness and variety. We
need & closer walk with Ged. We will need comfort in the hour of affliction,
Sorrow and death are still gbroad in the land, and they will find their wey into
our experiences sooner or later, but when they do come God will be there with

His consolations also. Whenever the time comes that God wants us te carry this

load, He will give us the strength that we shall need for this burden. To each
of us He says,"As thy day so shall thy strength be." The trouble with most of
us is that we want the stremgth without the burden, but God never trusts us

with two days' strength for one dey's burden. Then, we are all going to need
special grace when we come to the valley of the shadow of death. From that

day most of us shrink. We may talk somewhat bravely about it now, but it will
be different when our strength is failing, and we find our feet slipping over
the brink that carriee us to the silent, sullen stream, But when that day comes
we shall find that God has a supply of grace ready for us, '

Supply.

The Scurce. _

Paul needed relief from his physical distress. He needed expressions of love

and sympathy. He needed divine grace to enable him to adjust himself uncomplain-
ingly to his difficult situation. He needed the sonstant presence and fellow=
ship of Jesus Christ, All these things he‘'had., They came to him from God, .
"Bvery good gift and every perfect gift is from above." .

This source is rich and uncreated. In this uncreated source of blessing Paul
hed a personal interest. He said, "My God.¥ Was he warranted in using this
pecullar language? Clearly he was. On precisely the same grounds we have the
same privilege. He is our God. He has unlimited resources and unbounded love.
His righteousness is ours. His magnificent possessions are ocurs., His infinite
storehouses are open to us, and with the key of child-like faith we can unlock
His great treasury and take all th&twe need .
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The God who took care of Paul can and will take care of us, One cannot afford
to ignore Him unless he wants to be & failure. There is no hope for man apari
from God. God has not changed during the long centuries, nor heve the spiritual
needs of men changed. IT we are His, then the treasury of His love and grace

is at our disposal. He will supply all our needs, "He openeth His hand and
supplieti: the needs of every living thing." Nobody else can. God has never
forgetten me, and He will not forget you,

The Extent.

A1l your needs.® Fivery need of yours." VWhat a vast field this expression
coverst But, we must not mske the mistake of identifying our needs with our
wants, or w1th what we ofter foolighly faney it would be good fer us to have,
becsuse they may be entirely different. In ocwr childishness and waywardness we
ask for many things which we do not need, and which would be injari0u¢ to us.
We often want things it is a thousand times beitter for us net to have, And we
need many things we do not want. I do not know all the things that you need,
nor all the th&ngs that T need, but God knows, and His gifts will be measure&
in the vessels of our needs. He frevuently decl?nms to supply cur wants because
they sre unnecessary, fanciful, or injuricus, but He never faile to supbly what
He seesz we need,

Rich srgosies of bmusegﬁg houwrly arrive from hesvern to meelt your needs and mine.
There is strength for deily tell, widdem to train our children for Cod, grace to
vanguish t smptation, mercey to sover all our “iﬁﬁ, faith to grasp ali,the promiges
of God, patience wnder trdal, courage fto face the foe, the fellowship of tha
Spirit, & strong hope that vhdiﬁ survive desth, ard the full sssurence of glory.
There never has beep any lack, and there never will be, He disg rich in wiedom,

in Jove, ané in powsr, snd His supply will never even diminish, let alone dise=

appear.

Most of us believe that God will supply our great needs, such as food and rai-
ment, and grace for the dying howr, but T wonder how many of us believe that all
we need is what God sends us. The on1§ resson God sends a black cloud is that
there mey be & reflreshing shower. Perhaps you have noticed that the robins
alwsys sing before a storm. That is bacavse they know thal the drenching rain
will bring to the earth's surface the wormg with which they can feed their young.
What God sends to you and me is alwsys the supply of a need, and vhat He with-
holds is always for our good. There will be o time when God cannot give you
Just what you actually need. He has already made provision for every need that
you will ever have,

The Means, {Measure)

The needs will be met as they arise one by one, and that accordlng to & large
pattern, or "according to His riches in glory ¥ God ig a glorious giver. Whate
ever He does is done ir a2 way or on a scale that is worthy of His wealth. Spme=-
times His blessing seems too much for us to receive, bubt He reassures us by say-
ing that they are not too much for Him to give., His supplies are abundant,
satisfying, unexhausted, and inexhaustible.

Just as a true father will have Jifferent treaiment for the son who is designed
to be a great leader from that accorded the boy who is to be & follower, so God
has His purpose for each of our lives, and His gifts will be for the achieve-
ment of that purpose., Two brothers, who were sons of a rich man, were discussing
what they wanted to be when they became men, The younger said, "I want to be

a great athlete, and I want to go to the college that has the best football tean,
and the best baseball players, and the fastest sprinters.®
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The clder said, "] want to be what ever dad wants me to be, and I will go 1o
whatever college he selects for me,® That is the true spirit of the followers
of Jesus = to be willing to fill the lowliest position if that be His will.
Jesug left it to His Father to assign Him both His place and Hie task, and we
are most like Him when we desire supremely to do His will., He does not give
us all the same things, but He does give to each of us what which is best Tor
us. He gives to the antelope his speed, and to the elephant his strength, and
to the bird of parsdise his glorious plumsige, and to the lark his matehless
song. At times I have wished for the eloquernce of Spurgeon and the brilliasnce
of Maclaren, but God knew that such gifts would have spoiled me, and Iswuld
have spoiled the gifts, so He withheld them, and made me what I am because in
this capacity I can serve Him best, "The riches of His grace" are the treasures
to which Christians have free access at all times., While we might hesitate
to make too large a draft mpon an earthly friend, there is no need to dr&w
light upon God,

"For His grace and power are such

Thet none ean ever ask too much.®

It is from His glory that God gives to us, and it is to His glory that He gives
to us, We cannot afford to ignore His blessed promise. Dr. Richard Newton
told a story about an sged end ragged Indian, who many years ago wandered into
one of our western setilements begging for food to keep him from sterving., 4
bright colored ribbon wes seen about his neck from which there hung a small,
dirty pouch. On being asked what it was he =sid it was a charm given him in
his younger days. He opened it, and took out a worn and crumpled paper, vhich
he handed the person gpesking to him for inspection. It proved, on careful
inspeetion, to be a reguler discharge from the Federal army entitling him to a
pension for life and signed by General Washington himself. Here was a man, with
a promise duly signed, which if presented in the right place would hame secured
for him ample provision for all his days, and yei, here he was wandering about
hungry, helpless, and forlomn, and begging for bread to keep him from starving.
And what a picture it gives too of meny Christians, who, with all the promises
of Ged in their hands, the charter of an eternal inheritance in full possession,
are yet gloomy, and sad, and sterving in the wilderness,
The Medium, ‘ ' . -
"In Christ Jesus,"” Our supply eomes through Him. Our union with Him is the
guarantee of a full supply of all our needs. It is everything through Christ,
and nothing apert from Him, This fact ought to enhance the value of our common
blessings, and to inspire ouwr hearts with a new joy. 411 the divine supply
comes to us through Him, "No man cometh unto the Father but by me.® FIf ye
shall ask anything in My name, I will do it." Everything that God has is given
to those who are in Christ, sc those who are in Him mre well provided for,

UThou, my everlasting portion,

More than friends or 1life to me;

“All along my pilgrim journey,

Saviour, let me walk with Thee.

Lead me through the vale of shadows,

Bear me o'er life's fitful seas;

Then the gate of life eternal,

May I enter, Lord, with Thee.”
Jesus Christ is all you need., He is ithe one in and through whom God will f£ill
up every need of yours. Unseved friend trust and accept Him as your Saviour,
and go to your home in peace and gladness.



