WHAT CHRIST MEANS TO ME

UFor me to live is Christ." Philippians 1:21.

It is a privilege to speak to friends in the rname of Him who has called us His friends
if we do the things whiech He commands us. Someone asked Charles Kingsley, "What is
the secret of your beautiful 1ife?® He answered, "I had a friend." And I have often
thought that if this life of mine ever approaches the beantiful and true it will be
because,

"ltye found a Friend, © such s Friend!
He loved me ere 1 knew Him;

He drew me with the cords of love,
And thus He bound me to Him."

There are many things sbout whick I am too igneranmt to speak wisely, but I can speak of
Christ with freedom, for then I am boasting of Another and not of myself. In a day
when men are chasing a thoussnd eand cnme things thset are not so I rejoice in Jesus
Bhrist who is ever the same. I hawe found in Christ a life thet is besutifully simple
and simply besatiful. In Him I find:

1. Pardon.

fGed for Christ's sake hath forgivem you." TYesrs ago a Russian soldier sat ie his
tent one night before a list of debts he could not pay. He had written at the
bottom of the list, "Who is to pay for all this?" As the hours went by, he finally
fell aslesp. The Emperor eame by, locked in the tent, saw the soldier, came up
eleser, ssw the list of debbts end the pitiful question. He affixed his signature
to the bottom of the list, so that when the soldier awcke, he found his debls

paid. I know that once I faced moral anrd spirlitual debits which I counld not pay.
But Jesus, with the bleod of Calvary, wrote, "Son, thy sins be forgiven thee.®

TIs it any wonder thet rainy days beceme radisnt days when the heart cam sing?

%Jesus paid it all;
All o Him I owe.
Sin had left a erimson stain;
He washed it white as snow.”

2. Peate.

Through Him I have peace with God, and as I make my reguests knowr te God with
thenksgiving, the pesce of God which passes all understending garrisons my heart

and mind through Christ Jesus. This world does not have any pesce. "There is no
peace, saith the Lord, unte the wicked." Someone has spelled modern life in three
werds, "Hurry, worry, bury.® The world has insomnia of the soul. It has tried all
the oplates and sedatives, bubt there is only one prophylsetic against fesr and worry.
You don't keep it, it keeps you: "My peace I give unto you, not as the world giveth.%

3. Purpose.

T live is Christ." A negro phileosopher once said, "Cne reason why some folks
never git nowkar is, they wasn't gwine nowher when they started.® - But Christ gives
us & purpose, and that purpose is just Himself. As the Misslssippl Eiver flows
through the middle of America and the tribmutaries feed inte it on both sides, so
when one seeks first the kingdom of God and His rightecusness, sll else flows into
that central purpose, to know Christ and to make Him known.



4. Pover.

Christ slso means power, the power to see the purpose through. A1l power is given
unto Me,” He ssid. And Paul declares, "I can do sll things through Christ." Jesus
ig not only our Saviour, He is our sustensnce, He is "the power of God.? His power
is made real to us by the Holy Spirit, not that we may brag about it, but that we
nay be His witnesses.

5. Plenty.

Spiritual ebundance is ours. ™A1l things are yours," says Faul to the Christian.
Again he speaks of "having nothing, yet possessing all things.® It is the Christian's
paradex. He doesn't have to get rich, he is rich, for "the Lord is rieh nnto all
that call upon Him." Most of us eppreciate but do mot appropriate whet we have in
Christ. We carry ¢hecks on the bank of heaven and never cash them at the window of
prayer. We are Bible window-shoppers; we stroll up and down through the show-wirndows
of God's Word and never possess what we perceive. God, Who spared not His Son,

shall with Him also freely give us all things. :

6. Prospect.

"Where I am, there yo may be alsc.® Someone has sald, with reference to the life
e eome, that in the 0ld Testament they were willing te go but wanting to stay,
while in the New Testament they were wanting te go but willing teo stay. Jesus

had made the difference. And whet a difference it makes to be with Christ! A
mother whose little son had died, told her little daunghter, "Your brother has gone
to be with Jesus.® Later, in conversation with a friend, she spoke of having lest
her little boy. The dsughter spoke up and said, "Bub, mother, you said he was with
Jesus. How can he be lest if you knew where he is?? Truly, the Christian can s&y
with His departed loved ones in Chriest:

Bheath can hide but not divide;

Thou art but on Christis other side.
Thou art with Christ and Christ with me;
In Ghrist united still are we.®

Thegse are some things Christ mesns to me. A1l I need is found in Him. He is Alpha
and (mega and all the letters between. He is the same yesterday, the historiec Christ;
the same tedsy, the indwelling Christ; the same tomerrow, the ceming Christ.

Christ is my message. Some yesrs sgo, two boats were passing each other on the Hissis-
sippi, when an old Negro zaid to a white passenger ss he pointed to the other boat,
"Lock, yonder's the captain!® When asked for sn explanation, he sald, "Years ago, we
were goin' along like this and I fell overboard and the capiain rescued me. And since
then, I just loves to point him ocut !" Some years age, 1 was overboard but the Ceptain
of our salvation leaped overboard from glory to rescue me. And I just love to point
Him out.



