TWORE OUT YOUR OWN SALVATION®

"Wherefore, my beloved, &s ye have always cobeyed, not as in my presence only, but now
much more in my absence, work out youwr own salvation with fear and trembling. For it
is God which worketh in you both to will and to do of his good pleasure." Philippians 2:12-13

This meaningful pessage is crowded with doctrine, instruction and exhortation., Paul
wag always intensely practical. He never divorced lesrning and 1ife. He always relsted
doctrine and duty, creed and character, faith and 1ife.

To whom were these words, "Work oul your own salvation with fear and trembling,”
addressed? Is this exhortation to the saved or ‘o the unsaved? Bayond the peradventure
of a doubt this exhortation was addressed to those who were saved already through a
1living faith in the Iord Jesus Christ. No proof of this sasertion is necessary because
the whole epistle was written to the saved, In the first verse we sre told that it
wag being written "to all the saints in Christ Jesus which are at Philippi." It is
perfectly clear that the entire epistle is addressed to the children of God, And it

is a timeless message to the saints of all times, Unless one is a Christian, this

text has nothing to do with him, Unless one is resting in the finished work of Christ,
this exhortation does not have any applieation whatever to him, because he does not
have apy salvation to work out.

Paul hed been preaching in Philippi. The lord had wonderfully blessed his ministry,
sinners had been saved, and a church had been organized. Paul was writing to his con-
verts with whom he had fallen’'very deeply in love, which love had been reciprocated,
both for the Gospel's sake and for his own. Their love was the type that impels one to
sgcerifice self for the benefit of othera,

Paul had s very complimentary message for the Philippian Christians. He commended them
for their constant obedience, They were not like children who obey only until the
parent’s or teacher's back is turned. They had obeyed faithfully both when he was
present and when he was absent., It is very poor obedience that only does what will

be noticed. None are so worthy of praise as those whose obedience to the Word of God
is gquite independent of the kmowledge ard admirstion of men, :

This exhortation, "Work out your own salvation,” does not mesn to work for your salvation.
Thia is true for two reasons: first, Paul was writing to those who were already saved,
and second, salvation is not a work of man for God, but a work of God for man, a work
that was accomplished at the cross.

S8alvetion 1s a very inclusive term. It has different meanings., To save implies to
impart life. Salvation, therefore, means participation in the 1life of the lord. Sal-
vation sometimes expresses the whole experience of a believer from the time he accepts
Christ as Saviour until he is msde perfect in glory. It may be used in referring to
elther the entrance into the family of God, the entire process, or the consumation

at the end. It may denote deliversnce from the penalty of sin, or deliverance from the
power of sin, or deliverance from the presence of sin. Tt includes the whole process
of deliverance from sin from the beginning to the emd. It includes everything that
tekes place in and for the believer from the moment he believes in Christ to the time
when he enters, in his resurrected and glorified body, into the heasven of eternal peace
and rest., Salvation is 2 past transaction with the believer, is a present operation
in the Christian 1life, and is a future consummation of the Christian in glory. We are
saved, we are being saved, and we will be saved.

When a man is saved his sins are forgiven. He is no longer a slave, but a free nen,
enjoying the liberty which Christ bestows wpon His people. WNew 1ife is imparted to
him, This 1life shows itself in newness of conduct. A new outlook is given to him.
Before a man beccmes & Christian whatever way he loocks is slarming, The past is dismal,
the present is threastening, and the future is full of the lighinings of wrath, But
when a man hecomes & Christian neither the past nor the present csuses alarm, while tha
future 1s filled with prospects that enrapture the seul. Surely great things are done
for a man when he becomes a Christian!
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Salvation may denote deliverance from the penalty of sin, or the deliverance from the
power of sin, or final deliverance from the presence of sin, Here the meaning is
related to deliverance from the power of sin.

How can one obtsin salvation? The Word of God plainlj tells ns that salvation is a
gift from God. It cennot be merited or purchased, but it is a gift from the lord,
without any limitation execept that it be accepted.

1.

II.

I1I.

The Individuality Of Salwation.

Mork out your own salvation.? No child of the best Christian parents cam obtain
salvation from or through the parents. He must have it as his very own, If you
are saved it will be "your own salvation," and you yourself will emjoy it.

The Involvement Of Salvation.

"Work out." These words sre the translation of a CGresk word which means "to carry
on to completion,™ or "to carry to its ultimatse conclusion,® CGod's work in us,

Thug Christians are urged to carry their salvation to its ultimate conclmnsion,
namely, Christ-likeness. This idea is conveysd in the statement, "ths student worked
cat a problem in arithmetic.™ That simply means he carried the problem to its
ultimate conclusion. In this passsge Panl is writing to thoss who have already
accepted Christ, and who have found pardon and new 1ife through faith in Him, He

is wrging them to carry on to the end the work of grace already begun; to carry
their salvation to completion, There are victories to be won. There are virtues

tc be developed. There are crowns to be obtained,

The believer's part of salvation is working out what God has worked in. Working -
out ig involved in working in. The worldng in inltistes snd involves the working
out. HNo unsaved man can ever work the work of salvation. Only the saved nian can
work out sslvation. '

Fo man can do any work to save his soul, but every saved men will work when his
soul has been saved. There is nothing in the natural man to produce salvationm,
but there is something in the spiritusl man to produce works. Involved in the
divine working in is the himan working ont. Man cannot procure salvation

or merit it by any work of his own. God worketh the salvation within the soul

and man worketh that salvation out in the Christian life, The working in is the
divine part. The working out is the humen part. As believers in Christ we are to
work our salvstion out into conduct and character. We are fto give expression te
our faith in words and deeds. We are to translate an experiencs of grace, which
has taken place in our hearts, into the terms of everyday living, glorified by the
highest motives and the mest exalted ends,

The Interest Of Salwvation.,

"Work out your own sslvation with fear and irembling.” I do not umderstand these
words to imply anything like terror, or dread, or =vprehension of Ged., His people
are delivered from that kind of thing. Tt is not the fear of others, but fear of
self, It is the fesr or dread that we shall not do what we ought to de to the honor
of God, trembling lest we would do what would offend Him,

It does not mean a fear that brings us into bondage, which brings the frost and ehill
on your soul. It is not & bondage of fear, not a fear of the loss of divine léve,
but it is the fear of an unholy weariness in the task of love and a dread lest we
should fail to live for Christ. It is the caution which timidly shrinks from
whatever would offend and dishonor the Saviour. This fear 1s begotian by the
anxiety to please, It is not the fear of hell that drives the Christien to his
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duty with anxiety, but it is the fear that he might fall short of his best., It is
the feer that he might become entangled with the things of evil and thus injure
his influence and usefulness, It is the fear or dread of offending the Iord.

The Inwerdness Of Sslvation,

For it is God which worketh in you.," It 1a encouraging to know that ealvation
is of the Ilord. From Him comes the desire by which we long for it, the grace by
which we attsin it, and the power by which we live it., A1l is of grace.

Salvation is the biggest thing in the world. It commences in God and continues
in God and consummates in God. He i3 the onme who puts the desire in our hearts,
and mekes us want to be saved. We never would want to be saved if God did not pul
that desire in our hearts.

Worketh in you™ literally means ™o communicate ths energy", or ™o put into
operation,” Both in salvation snd in mervice Ged energizes the wili, Fo man will
went to be saved nnless his will is moved by God. HNo saved man will want tc work
unless his will is moved by God. A1l the preaching in the world will not make

a saint willing to live or to give if his will is not moved by God. God gives the
suggestion, the impulse, the inclination, the desire, and even the power to carry
out the impulse, He is the one who has created every desire for a betiter 1life,

and every hate for the old 1ife. He not only worked in us to moke us want these
things, but He will help us to do them. He works in the soul of the believer the
will to love othsrs, to abstain from evil, to be devoted to Christ; to discover
God's will, and to live above reproach. If we have any holy thoughts, God gives them
to us, If we have any great desire for righteousneass, it comes from Him. All
righteous impulses ccme from God. He creates 1n us the will to do His will., When
we declde to turn the desire intc the deed, the power of God-is there also. Thank
God, we do not have to provide the power. God worketh in you the inspiration, the
agsistance, the power, and the grasce., Hers is the sbsolute sovereigniy of God iIn
buman salvation. God worketh in men "to will, to desire, and to chocse." There

is & divine gift in the will to do and a divine gift in the powsr te do. Salvationm,
from beginning to end, is altogether of grace. To will has to do with the begin-
ning; to do hag to do with the persevering accomplishment.

The Intention Of Sslvation,

"Of his good pleasure,™ or "for the sake of his good pleasure.” Our Iord has saved

ue for more than our escape from hell, He has saved us for more than our entrance
into heaven, He has saved us for His good pleasure. Your salvation is your trust,
not to do with as you please but to use as God pleases, your owe individual possession
o be used by you for God's glory. Shall we be unfaithful to the trust committed

to us by God in the salvation of our souls?

The fact that God works in us ought to be the incentive to our owm activity. All
1ife is supported by reciprocation--action and reaction. This is certainly an
encouraging motive. The Iord is working in you whatever good impulse you feel.
Iook upon that as & token of His presence and His readiness to help you in this
work. The divine pattern for the life of every Christian is "Both to will and to
do of his good pleasure."” "His good pleasure™ implies that which plsases Hlm we do,
and what we do plesses Him. After all, the best 1ife is the 1ife that pleases God.

Do you have this salvetion which God has preovided through His Son? It is free.

God does not want anyome to be lost, but that all should turn from thelr wicked ways
and be saved. He is offering the grestest thing in the world--freedom from sin and
a home in heaven--on the very best terms that can be found. It is only beliave.

It is not something to do, but Someone to trust. "Believe in the lLord Jesus Chrisi,
and thou shalt be saved.”



