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MREJOICE IN THE IORD ALMAY®
Philipnians A4

Paul wrote most of his epistles on some particular occasions, in order to rectify some
particenlar error, or to guard against some particular dsnger, or to reprove some unchristian
practice. But he seems to have written FPhilipplans to enforce a particular duty, which

all Christians were too spt to neclecty and that is, the dulty of rejeieing in the Lord.

In the first verse of the third chapter, bhe had said, "Finally, my brethren, rejoice in
the Iord." Remembering what he had said before, he still thought it proper te repeat
the same injumection and so he dces in our text, In fact, this whole epistle is summed
up in the words, "I rejoice, do vou rejoeice?" This dering, magnificent c¢hallenge from -
Paul was written in 2 prison with & chalin on his wristl.

The Greek word Ychairete,” which is translated rejoice, expresses the predominent mood
ef this epistle, a mood womderfully cheracteristic of Paul's clesing years. This lebter
portrays Paul as a priscner, devendenit on Christisn charity for a livimg, heving no man
like-minded te cheer his selitmde, uncertain as te how it would be with him, and obliged
to contemplate the possibility of being pub to death. This sunny epistle comes from the
pen of a priscmer who did not knmow but that tomorrow he might be a martyr.

I suppose all ef us like o meet with cheerful peonle, Ve find it a tenic te be inm the
company of happy spirits. There is nothing attractive shout a gloomy, pessimistic
personelity. There is nothing that would lead us o desire the company of ome who always
locks on the dark side of things, and if there be no dark side, who manages somehow or
another to make one. For a religion to be attractive, it must be cheerful. A religion
of tsars will not appeal te a world that is all too familiar with sorrow and grief.

Tnis text does not exhort us to smile. 4 smile can be foreced, Heither does the text
admonish us to appear to be cheerful. It is a deeper word than that. Tt is a command
te rejoice always.

I. How We Camnot Rejolce.

1, Ue eannet rejoice always in ourselves.
When you have had an oceasionsl and brief suceess, you may be rather happy, and
half proud of yourself., I suppese all of us are foolisk enough to take pride
in some little accomplishment, but it does not last long, Taking ome day with
another, there are very few of ue who can find occasion fer rejoicing in ourselves.

We are forced to admit te ourselves that we have a good many failures to our eredit.
There are many things in our lives that have not vroduced satisfaction in us.
Frequently, semebody tries to explain his plight by saying, "We all make mistakes.™

. Yes, we all meke mistakes; and we do more than that: all of us have done wrong.

Our lives are beset with troubles and our records are marked with multiplied efforts.
There are people, of courss, who say that they never make mistakes; they never

go wrong. IEven when they have made the most glaring blunders, they will cover

them with a religious ssnction of some sort, and try to make out that they have

dene only that which was right,

2. We cannot rejoics always inm other people. .
You have had joyous experiences in the society of other people. Many of them
are naturally agreeable., But others are just like yourself; they have thelr
moods, and if, when you are in the doldrums, you meet someone glse in the same
state, you are not very likely %o sing, There will mot be any propesal for a
duet, and neither of you will want to sing a sole. We are such changeable ereatures,

Humen natwre is sweh a volatile., Fluctuati thi ' i
Sy e, ng thing. There is no depending a;oa it
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It is very difficult te be happy always in association with other people. Do
not misunderstand me, for I am not a pessimist. Christian fellowship is a real
thing; there are true friends; there are people who knew how to be leyal threudh
thick and thin, right te the end of the chapter. And there are people of whem
you can say, "I thapk God upon every remembrance of you," as Paul did, especially
if you don't see them very often. If you deo, you are likely to meet them on one
of their off days, and that will speil the whole story.

3. VYe cannot rejoice always in our circumstances.
A man's 1ife comsisteth not in the abundance of the things which he possesseth.?
However, materisl things do play a part in thé 1life we live., It is essy to sing
with the birds on a fine spring morning, but it is another thing when it is
twenty degrees below zerc and there is nmo coal im the bin., There are elements
in 1life of which we must take account.

Bow We Are To Rejoice.

It is divinely vlanned that we sre io rejoice in the Iord., He is always the same.
He never changes, His power never changes. His grace is always the same. When

we get away from ourselves, other peovle and our eirecumstances and live close to the
Iord, we can really re;eice in Hm,

We are taught to rejoice always. Christians sheuld net only rejoice, but te do =o
under all eireumstances, nc mstter what sacrifices they have to mske, what trials
they have to bear, or what losces they have {o sustain, for all of these are pari

of the Divime plan in accordance with which all thinge work together for geod to Ged's
people. It seems to be a very easy duty te rejoice in the Iord semetimes, but not

8o easy te rejoice in Mim always. But Christians are cemmanded to rejoice in Him
always, that is, amidset all the ealamities, afflictions, trials, and berecavements
which fall upon the world in gemeral and upon themselves in particular, To rejoice
in the Iord is to rejoice that He goverms all things in the very menner ln which
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Christians who rejoice in the Iord always perform a duty which is most pleasing te
Him, They thus exercise the purest and highest love te Ged. Their love i= net mean
and mercenary, but sincere and supreme, Nothirg but pure and supreme love to God
can dispose Christians to rejoice in Him always, It is a difficult duty to perform
but o most accepltable service when performed. Christians who obey the precept in
verse four, and rejoice in the lord slways, sre the happiesi people im the werld.

To neglect to rejoice in the Iord is unwise and sinful. These who neglect it injure
their own souls as well as the lord by neglecting te obey the command which He has

- given them for their own goed and His glory.

Rejoice in the Iord of the Book. Read of Him and find gladness of heart in contemplation
of His character and His work as they are set forth in the Bible. We have the glorious
privilege of enjoying the sbiding presence ef the living Saviowr. He is with us as

e Companion. He dwells within us: ¥Christ in you the hope of glory." If we avail
ourselves of the supplies of grace that are im Christ Jesus, even in the dwllest and
darkest days, when everything seems teo be going wrong, we will be able to rejoice

in the Iord, '

A certain poor mether had one som. She had been left with this boy when he was but
an infant, and she had brought him wp in the fear and admonitior of the Iord. She
died, leaving the boy without care, without a guwardian and without means. But before
she left him she said, "Now remember, I have committed you tc God, and He will leook

~after you. No matter what comes, learn to say this, 'Tt all cemes from above.! Nething

can come te you bui by divine permission. You are His child; yeou are trusting Him,
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and although mother will not be with you amy more, youwr Heavenly Father will be locking
after you, and nothing can come to you that does net come from sbove." Ne matier

what happened te him, he would always say, ¥0 well, as mother seid, it comes from
above,"

One day he was going alemg the street when a piece of slate fell off 2 building and
streek him, knoeking khim down. & crowd gathered. His head was bleeding prefusely,
and he wag in a semi-conscious state, As they leaned over him, they heard him say,
"0 well, it comes from abeve.® The crowd laughed, notwithstanding the seriousness
of it. But passing by there was a msn who saw the crowd and he stopped. Seeing the
little fellow, he imguired abeut him, and teok charpe of the case before the police
arrived, and accompanied kim to the hospital., He watched him daily until the little
boy got well. Meanwhile the boy had found his way iabe the Christiar man's heart.
That man had had one son and death had taken him awey. When he made inguiries he
found that this boy had ne encumbrances at all:; ro one to look after him. So he
toek him, with his own consent, adopted him and made him his lepsl heir. He took
him from the hospital te a mensien. In due time the boy became a rich man, The
tile off the housetop had reslly ceme from above, after all,

So if owr faith be in Christ, and in His overruling providence and im His abounding
grace, we shall be able to ssv: VA1l things are for your sakes, that the abundant
grace might throuwgh the thanksslving of many redound to the glery of Ged.' "Rejoice
in the Iord alwey" for your own sake, for the sake of your werk, for ithe sake of ethers
and for the sske of Christ. FRejoice in Him, in Who He is; in what He iz, in what
He did and in what He does.



