SAINTS IN STRANGE PLACES

A11 the saints salute you, chiefly they that are of Caesar's houséhold.” Phil. 422

Peul was writing from the great city of Rome Yo his beloved friends in Philippi,

& minature Rome, where he had been beaten with stripes and fastened in prison stocks.
There must have been & real joy in his soul as he wrote of saints in Uzesar's house-
heold. It was as if he had seid;, "You wouldn't think it, would you? but there are
saints even in Gsesar's housshold, and they are especially interested in you.®

"Caesar's household” does not signify any reference to the imperial family. The
people Paul is thinking about sre the menial servants, the slaves, and the humblest
dependents. The transformation of their charscters was one of God's miracles. Though
they were living behind thick walls, guarded by RBoman soldiers, the good news of
salvation had reached them, Confined as they were, yet they were in full enjoyment
of the liberty of the soms of God. Nothing could diminish their joy or the peace of
God in their hesrts.

How the saints in Caesar's household contrived to see Paul we do not know. That
they took great risks is prebable. Bub they knew him as their friend smd encourager.
Ve worder what they told Paul. Did they tell him some of the things they hed to
endure? After 811, you know, they were humen as ourselves. On the other hand,

what did Pzul advise them to do? It is guite certein that Paul did not zdvise them
to leeve their station snd seek an easier and more congenial sphere. Bather, they
were to stick to their job, hold on fearlessly and trust absolutely to the prace

af ﬁod, which vias sufficient for all their needs.

I we had been liv1ng when Paul wrote his FEpigtle to the Phlllpplans, about the last
plece on earth thalt we would have looked for saints would have been in Caesar's
household. Yet they were there, and by the grace of God they witnessed a good com-
fession. From that citadel of Satan these saints sent greetings bsck to the
Philippians.

Just what is a saint? A saint is simply 2 saved simmer. According to the New
Testament, "saint™ is the term which is used to designate a follewer of Jesus.
There it is used to designate all followers of Christ, whether wesk or strong,
undeveloped or mature. However, it carries with it the idea thet a saint is a
Christian who truly leves and serves the ILord. The disciples of Jesus were called
gaints because by their ascceptance of Him as their leader they separated themselves
from all other leadership for their lives and were devoted to His cauvse.

Paul wrote of saints in Rome. They did not do &s the Romens did. They were different.
They gave the lie to thelr pagan surroundings. They testified to the truth of their
redeeming Lord. Thelr nemes, unknown to us, were writien in heaven. Enough for us

to know thet God used common people, and made them uncommon. Ye visited the obseure
place, empowered ordinary lives, and spread thelr influence across the centuries.

If these unnamed saints could be holy in Rome, the good 1ife can be lived anywhere.
The Home of Paul's day was tottering on the preclplce of moral disaster. Her's was

s decadent civilization., And being a saint in Caesar's household meant being =a

saint in the worst kind of enviroment and under the most difficult cireumstances.

Who was Caesar? The Ceesar here referred to was nome other than Nero, one of the
most. vile, inhumen, ferociows, wicked tyrants vho ever lived. He seems to have

been totally without any sense of justice, and to have been devoid of conscience.
Common, ordimary criminel procedure was not sufficient to satisfy his thirst for
blood. He sought far and nesr for his vietims, and dewvised 311 kinds of methods

for inflieting excrucisting sufferings upon them. ' He was the most infamous scoundrel
and scandalous despol that ever disgraced the imperial purple. He assassinaslted his
own mether, divorced his first wife, and kicked to death his second wife.



Nero wag the very epitome of 211 the vice, crmeliy, and degrsdetion of his age,
8o utterly despicable was his. 1ife and so vile his record that the very name Fero
is no longser borne by men, but is reserved for dogs.

Nero's vicious snger was espsecially directed against Christisns. He tortured
them in every cenceivable way. He had their limbs torn frem their bodies, or
had them thrown into the arena of the amphithezter to be devoured bywild beasts,
or had their bodies smeared with pitch and set on fire to provide g human torch
for lighting wp bhe czty of Bomeé azt night. What & Dloody tyrant this Cossar was!

Nero surrounded himself with courtiers whose vices were so heinous as to pubt to
shame the men of thelr own day and genersbiom. It wss these covrtisrs who at the
instance of the Emperor sset fire to the lmeerial city, and tradition affirms that
#lero fiddled while Romé was burning.”

Then when the populace rose in their wrath and demanded the punishmert of those
responsible for setling aflsme thelr beloved eity, to shield his myrmidouns, Nero
accused the Christisns of doing it. They were tied in sacks and thrown into the
Tiber to drown. They were hanged, drawn, quartered, and crucified. They were
thrown inteo the arens to be torn to pieces by wild beasts.

One night this womitigated scoundrel gave a garden party, During the day he had =
thousand poles srected in the imperial gardens, a thousand Christians stripped,
tarred, and tied to the poles, and at night they were set fire to, to illuminate
an Emperor's garden party.

Strange ss it mey seem, there wag in the midst of the foul and Iunstful atmosphere
of Caesar's residence a group of pecple who had found Him who is the Way, the Truth,
and the Life. There were those in the palace who dared to be Christians and to live
the Christian 1ife, who dared to give supreme allegiance to the Iord Jesus Christ
and to teke their places among His Deople who were so much despised and so grestly
threatened with tortures,

What a tribute to the power of Christ that He has true witnesses in the very citadel
of evil; -——= szintsg in Cassar's housshold., Thus ovt of the muck comes the 1ily
ard oult of the filth comes the flower; out of the defilement comes devotion; out

of the sinful palace comes the saintly person; among Caesar's slaves are found Christ's
gervants: from awong the followers of the cruel Nero come the friends of the compass-
icnate Nazarene, Here in the midst of the corruption of hesthenism was a colony of
heaven, Remember this when you are tempted to lower the standard because of unfavor-
able circumstances. It is possible to be true when those about you are untrue, to
be pure in the midst of impurity.

It has sometimes been asked whether a man's heredity or his enmvirommet is the

greater factor in his 1ife. Some modern leaders have stressed the power of environ-
nent and affirmed that a man mast be made or merred hy his circumstances. Our text
teaches the very opposite. The world end the Word s=like teach that by the grace

of God man may be the congueror and not the mere ereatuwre of his circumsbances. With
Judes Isceriobt in mind surely ne cne will be disposed to fall under the spell of en-
vironment as the sll-dominating factor in the development of morel and spiritual
life. The best enviromment in the world did not prevent Judas from going the down-
ward way. '
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f8zints in Ceesar's househeld® is the one complete answer to all the misuse of the
doctrine of envirorment, There are no conditiona of life in which we eannot fulfill
ouvr morzl obligetions., The bisbory of Christiswity from the be

sonbinous ecnouest over envircmment. As Percy Alngworth s
ments hesrt is stronger ther the devil in a men's pathway . The faet is that the
reslly determining fzotorsol life are not extermel; the forces thet meke {or. character
are internsl. The ercating of character is not cubside but within owr control,

Who and what were these saints? They were found in three walks of life that symbolize
and reveal the vocations of the Christian, Some of them were soldiers of the Emperor's
bodyguard, Paul says that his bonds in Christ were menifest im &1l the palace,
"hroughout the whole preetorian guard.® Vhy did Nero chooge Christisns as members

of his persorsl bodvenerd? Eeecsuse they were more trustworbthy and relisble than others.
These also included stewsrds of the Empercr's household, the men who received and
digtributed his goods, who kept his accownts snd stores. ¥Why 4id Werc, the prine
sntagonist of Christians, choose them to be his stewards? They were more trustworthy;

‘honest, and dependsbie than any others he could command., And they were all slaves,

the purchased property of thelr owner,

These Pssint

g in Czesar's housshold® were charscterized by Christlan character,
constancy, cons
gk

lstency, snd cortentment, It is evident that Nere, the greatesi per-
seculor of Christians of the aze, would not heve enployed these hebed Christisns i
it hed not been well worth Wie vhile so to do. It is= obvious thai they were szints
in stabe 28 well ax standing, It is eguelly clesr thet the constancy and consisztency
of their Christian character made them so much more valuable as servants that Hero
pocketed his perseeuting zeal in order to secure their service.

Cassar's household was s strange place to try to be & Christian. Think of the
oceupations of the Christian slaves with nothing to refins the soul in their employ-
ments, Think of the commenions they had -- hezthen; sbteeped in superstition, and
sunk in sin. Thirsk of the monster whom they seryed — Nero, the foulest monsrch

vho ever ruled., Yet it wes in his housshold that those Christians kept their loyalty,
their love, their zeal. From this fact you and I can see that by the grace of Ged

we can be saints anywhere. Saintliness is never easy, but it is never impossible.

If Christisnity could flourish at Rome and within range of Csesar's palacs, it can
Plourish anyvhere. Christianity enables one to win a spiritusl victory in the face
of hostile environment, : *

Christ's gospel has won its grestest victories in what seemed the most wnsuitable
surroundings. Paul and Silas at Philippi in the ivner prison, withHelr feet fast
in the stocks, yet sang praises to God at midnight and all the prisoners were listen-—
ing to them. How could they do it? Though their feet were fetiered; their gouls
were Pree. Vhensver vou find a saint in Cassar’s household in any reazlm, you may
be sure that he has centered his atbention on his interior resources rather than

on his gutward eircumstances.

Cireumetences do differ, end some cirsumstances are more favorsble to Christian

growth than others. In some families it is a great deal easier than in others to

meintain a healthy spiritusl 1ife. It is not easy in some associations to keep the
soul in line with God but it is possible. The soul need never be at the merey of

its surroundings. It is possible to be a Christian anywhere. God knows your eddress.
He knows where you live and work and what you have to oput up with every day. If

vou will enly lock to Him for help to counteract the depressing conditions of your
1ife, He will perfect His sirength in your weakness.
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Occasionally, some cone says, "I can't be a Christisn in the envirommentin which
I must live, I can't be a Christian in my surrcundings of wickedness." ¥ith
what sheme one should hang his head to make 2 statement like that in the face of
the fsct that there were saints in Cseszr's househeld,

You may have diffieculties, you may have a hard place in which to live the Christian
1life, you mey be surrounded with those ready %o teunt and to make fun of you for
being a Christisn and putting into practice Christian principles; but shame on you
if you do not have grace and courage enough to stand up for Christ wndsr such
small opposing factors as these. The fact is that being a Christian, and living
the Christian life, does not depend upon enviromment or circumstances of Iife.
Thapk God for 211 the saints in strange places, who sre glorifying HWim,



