PAUL'S PHILOSOPHY OF LIFE
Philippians 1:12-20

During Paul's long confinement in Rome he was chained to a soldier of the Imperial
Guard. That must have been a trying experilence Lo one of Paul's sensitive disposition.
However, his letier to his dear friends in Philippi did not contain any note of biftter-
ness or any word of complaint. He was able to see the hand of God when things weni
against him or contrary to his personal wishes. ¥While in the very midst of a difficult
situation Paul said, "1 therein do rejolce, yea, and will rsjcice,”

In this letter Paul wrote very freely, frankly and intimately. This letter was unusual
in that he began with himself. That is guite understandable when one recalls that the
Philippians were concerned asboui him, they had sent a messenger to find out how he was
getting along, and he was reslly replying to their inguiry and interest.

There Can De A Bitterness That Can Speoil.

Yhen you are in a difficult place it is easy to become bitter. But one thing is sure,
namely, a person cannot be bitter and happy at ths same time. Billerness and happiness
do not blend., If you are bititer, you are miserable, and not joyous.

in a wonderful way Paul had overcome potential bitierness; he had risen above it and was
rejoicing. Bul potentially the biitlerness was there. What was dnvolved that could have
made Paul an extremely bibtter man?

1. The sheer unfairness of his honds.

In verse thirteen he referred to his "bonds in Christ,” msaning the chain on his
wrist which kept him fastened to a gnard day and night.

Twice already FPaul had heard the verdicht of authoriiy. Uhen he was arrssted the
captain of the temple guard said, "This man has done nothing worthy of death or of
bonds,.” ¥hen he was placed on trial before Festus, the new governor said, "This

man has done ncthing worthy of death. Yhen he appeared before Agrippa and Festus
they consulted and then zaid, "This man doeth nothing worthy of death or of bonds.®
In the light of these statements; his imprisonment was unfairness and injustice of the
worst sort.

It is not easy to sing when you have been treated unjustly or unfairly. You were
due for promotion, but you were not promoted. TYou should be gebiing more pay, but
you are not, You have been treated uwnfairly. You wanted Lo live in a certain place,
but you had to move to another. The hitherness of resentment can easily creep into
a situation that is stamped with unfairness and injustice., Are you a bititer pasrson
because of the sheer wnfairmess of the place where you arse?

2. The gsubtle unfriendliness of his colleagues.
pon]

YSome preach Christ even of envy and strife” (verse 15}, BSome of those who were
preaching Christ at Rome were making the most of the situatien in which Paul was
placed, for their own ends. With Paul out of the way they were making the most of
their own opportunity and getting inbo positions of influvence. Hlbowing Paul out,
and rubbing it in, Ysupposing to add irritation and annoyance to my bonds.” It was
not just resentment, but jealousy. Paul might have thought of those men preaching
Christ, where he would have been doing it if he had besn free, and he could have
hated them for robbing him of a place that was his by right. Is there somebody you
don't like becsuse deep down you are jealous?
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3. The seeming unfaithfuiness of his Lord.

Surely there must have been some doubt about the faithfulness of the Lord in the mind
of Paul. Surely Satan must have used the weapon of doubt In his attempt to cripple
this great warrior. What about unanswered prayer? Two years in Jail back there in
Palsstine, the long sea voyvage as a prisoner, and now in bonds again for two years.
Paul had prayed about it, and so had obhers, but God did not do anybthing about it.

In addition to that there was a great potential that was unused. This man who was
confined in prison was the greatest preacher Christ had. Talking from a placse far
more difficult than yours or mine has ever been, Paul said, "I therein do rejoice,
yea, and will rejoice,”

iI. There Can Be & Blessedness That Can Swrprise,

The Christians at Philippi were perplexed as to why one so gifted fto preach and so
burdened for souls was a prisoner and had such a limited opportunity to preach the
Gospel. Their concern was deep. They were sager to know the reason. They were more
troubled over Paulfs iImprisomment than was the Apcstle. The biggest complainers about
the goodness and justice of God are the watchers, and not the sufferers. The Philippians
expressed warm sympathy with Paul in his sufferings, their fear that the work of Christ
was being obstructed by his being kept in prisen, and their anxiely concerning his
future prospects,

Paul discovered that those things which were censidered so hurtiul were actually helpful.
He sald, "The things which have happened unto me have fallen out rather unto the
furtherance of the gospel.”

Paul sought to comvince the Philippians that God had not made a mistake in permiiting
the things to happen to him as they had, because thsy had actually contributed to the
progress of the Gospel. He wanbed them to know that his sufferings were being used of
God for His glory. He taught them that things come dirsctly from God, or they reach
us from some other source through His permissive will. Instead of Paulls imprisonment
curtailing his missionary work, it had actually advaneed it. His difficulties had
become doors. Wherever he was, whether in pulpit or prison, Paul presented Christ to
others as the One Who was sufficient for all their needs.

¥hat was the blessedness of this difficult place in which Paul found himself, which both
startled and surprised him? :

1. An opportunity was given for the gospel.

Uiy bonds in Christ are manifest in all the imperial guard® (Verse 13)}. What Paul
has in mind is that he has discovered that he is reaching people from prisen who .
might never have been reached otherwise. He was petting the gospel into the minds
and hearts of the members of the picked impsrial guard; the elite regiment of Roms
was being evangelized from a room. The chain which deprived him of his liberty gave
him his opportunity.

Maybe you don't like it where you are. Is it possible thal somebody would never
hear the gospel if it wasn't hecause the Lord brought you where you are? ¥Uhen God
puts you or me in a difficudt place it is because there are people to be touched
there for Him. An opportunity for the proclamation of the gospel of Christ should
make s sing.

The guards saw Panl in chains, wondered why, asked him and he told them. They soon
discovered that he was neither a lawbreaker nor a political delinguent. Rather, they
learned that he was a man who was suffering for his faith in Christ and devotion to
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Him. His Christian joy and optimism were obviocus to all who saw and heard him. They
learned that Christ was the secreb of Pauilfs joy.

These guards listened to Paul as he told them about Christ. They heard his conver-
sations with those who visibed him. They heard him pray. They listened to him as
he dictated his eplstles. Thsy were impressed by his purity, his patience and his
desire to get them to receive Christ as thelr Saviour. Those whom he introduced to
Christ in turn became wilnesses for their Lord in the distant areas to which they
wers sent, :

2+ A ministry achieved in the church.

And many of the brethren in the Lord, waxing confident oy my bonds, are much more
bold to spesk the word without fsar® (verse 14). There is a2 ministry that you and I
are to exercise towards cther Christians, If Paul had not been in prison, the prison
epistles would never have been written. When Paul was put in prisen he began the
greatest ministry of his life; he was not permitted to preach publiely, but he could
write.

Paul's fearlessness in his testimony inspired most of the brethren with similar
courage., Most of the brethren spoke out boldly, but a few of them held back. Some
timid souls lacked the courage that attends a vigorous faith. Encouraged by his
example, thelr zeal was quickened and they spoke the word without fear.

3. A quality secured in the life.

*For I knmow thatthis shall fturn to my salvation through your prayer, and the supply
of the Spirit of Jesus Christ® {verse 19)}. The Apostle came io realize thal he was
in prison not only for the sake of the imperial guard and the church at Home, but
also for Paul's sake.

A guality of 1life was going Lo be secured by Paul that he could not have secured
e¢lsewhere or in any other way. It was a comn1e+eness, a maturity and a Christ-
likeness he had never known. Thers may be qualities lacking in your 1ife that God
can secure only by pubting you in a difficull place.

ITI. Theres Can Be A Boldness That Can Sing.

Seme of us sing as long as the sun shines, bubt the moment the clouds arrive we cease.
Unlike many of us, Paul was brave and courageous. Courage has its place in Christian
experience, So coften, when we are up against it, we want to guit. It is fairiy easy
to be a Christian when and where everybody's singing, bub ii is not so easy when we are
alone and the going is rough. Paul said, YAccording to my earnest expecbation and my
hope, that in nothing I shall be ashamed, but that with all boldness, as always, so aow
also Christ shall be magnified, whether it be by life, or by death® (verse 20).

Three things went into his boldness:

1, Concern for God's glory.

"Chrigt shall be magnified.” Utteriy forgetful of himself, Paults one concern was
that Christ might be magnified; not that Paul should be heard, but that Christ should
be seeny not that Paul should he free, but that Christ should be found; not that he
should be responsible for a great work, but that men should be reached with mighty
blessings. His chief concern was that Christ should be preached.

2. Contempt for his owm comfort.
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The place Paul was in was not only difficult, but it was dangerous. The very threat
of uncertainty hung over the whole situation. Life was possible, bub equally so was
death, and Paul did not care which came. Iife could be fruitful, but death would
be wonderful,

Confidence in CGod's control.

Paul sald, "I am in a strait betwixt two, having a desire to depart, and to be with
Christ; which is far better? (verse 23), "I am in a situation where I am guite
helpless, I am hemmed in, buft it is under control.” Paul believed that the thing
that was most needful would happen.



