I.

PREFACE ~- WHERE IOVE ABOUNDS

Philippians 1:1-11

The Salutation., 1:1-2

1.

By the servants of Jesus Christ. 1:la.

Fhilippians is ome of the "priscn epistles." It was written by Paul from Rome
while he was & prisoner there. It may have beem written by his own hand,
Probably it waes dicteted to a scribe; such as Timothy or Epaphroditus, Here
Paul appears as an affectionate friend——s man of tender heart, of great sym-
pathies, of deep emctions, of itears, and of joy.

While this epistle is written in the first person singular, Paul unites with
his own the name of Timothy. This beloved comrade, by hls presence and help,
cheered Paul in his jmprisomment, At the particulsr time of Paul's imprison-
ment Timothy was the only friend who could be relied uvpen for sympathy and
aid. Then, too, Timothy wss well-lmown tc the Philippians. He had been with
them often and was soon to visit ithem zgain, They owed much o him. Whatever
the conscious motive for linking Timothy's name with his ovm in this saluka-
tion, it was & touch of delicats courtesy on the part of Paul. Also, it is an
illustration of the power which true friendship has %o inspire and to bless.
It is characteristic of Paul's way of identifying himselif with his colleagues
in the Iprd's werk. Much of Peaul's success wes due to his ability to emlist
others. :

Paul ealled Timothy and himself "bondservants of Jesuz Christ." "Bondservents®
is a term of true humility, yst when mmited with the name of "Jesus Christ™

it is a word of real dipgnity. It denotes acknowledged ownership, complete
dependance, and falthful obedience. However, it has no implication of servility
or compulsory service, It indicates intense devotion and that willing cobedience
which is perfect freedom, Thus Paul here identifies himself and Timothy with
the cause of Christ as men who belong wholly to the Iord and are acting in

His nsme,

Contrary to his uwsual custom, Paul does not refer to himself as "an apostle”
but omrly ags a "servent of Jesus Christ.? He did thie for twe reasons:

{1) He had no need to defend or to exercise his apostelic sutherity with this
chureh. . : o

(2) A=z 2 servant of Jesus Christ he was at cnce on common ground with his readers.
There wag no barrier of pesition between them; ne reason why they too, as
servants, should not share the experlience of Christ of which he writes.

To the saints in Christ Jesus., 1l:ib,

"Saint" does not refer to a2 person who has attained rare heights of sanetity,
or ig ginless. It is simply God's nsme for every believer, The word refers
to the standing of the believer in Christ. Every person who believes in Christ
to the saving of his seul is a saint, He is = separated person, separated to
God in Christ, :

"Saints™ was the common term spplied to all Christians in Paul's day., It is
an ideal term, not indicating moral perfection, but rather such a relatien to
God as mekes purity of hesrt and conduet an obligation t¢ all to vwhom the term
is applied., It implies not only a duty, but & glorious privilege. It is an
ingpiration to Christians to know that they are "saints." They were encouraged
to become in actual experience what they already were in the mind and purpose
of God.

These peovle were in a new pogition. They were ™n Christ Jesus." This ex-
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pression denotes a vital union with Christ esmd fellowship with Him. It deseribes
the closest union whieh ecan be conceived between the belisver and his living
lord, Christ is the sphere of the existencs of Christisns; He forms the sum

and substance of their being. For the trme Christian, a1l plens, purposss,
activities, and hopes are in Christ.

Two groups are mentioned specifically--"the bishops end deacens." They are
mentioned after the "saints,” which may be an intimation that they were not
regarded as superiors. The Greek word which is translated "bishop! means
gyerseer.® Bishops were men te whom the eversight of certain matiters had ,
been committed by the chumrch, To the extent that a2 pastor is charged with the
supemsion of a church, he is a bishop. "Deacons” are servanmts who minister
in the church. They are not to rule the pollcies or to regulate the affsirs.
of the church.

Fron God and the Lord Jesus Christ, 1:2. .
"Grzce® and "peace® ig the divine order. It is never the reverse. There is
no peace for a man in his natural stete. Man mast receive the grace frem
that provides sslvetion and from the lLord Jesus Christ who purchesed it; ‘E;hen
follows peace. Grace is the root and peace is the fruit. Crace and peace
are blessings which come enly from Ged the FPather amd owr Iord Jesus Christ.
The Father ig the Fountain of all blessings, the Son iz the Dispenser of all
blessings, snd believers are the recipients of these blessings.

The Thenksgiving. 1:3-8.

Here is en inspired glimpse of a pastor's relation ‘o hie péople, the more remarkable
because Paul had not besn present witk them for tem years.

1.

A past remembrance, 133-5,
This embraces:

(1) & thankfulness to God for them. 1:3.
Paul peid them a noble tribute when he said that all his remembrance of
them, during the long years of his imprisoment and guffering, was an
oceasion for gratitude., Can cur friends give thanks for every remembrance
of we? Peul's remembrance of the Philippiens was always with thanksgiving,
His neble semse of appreciation revesled the state of grace in which he
lived, It reminds us eof its lack in ouwr lives. Most pecple know how te
express their complaints, but very few extend their eompliments. If we
world spend more time thanking God for people we would have less time
to find fault with them. If you waant people to like you, all you need to
de is to like them. Yeou will be interesting to peeple just as long as
you take an interest inm them,

(2} a faithfulness in prayer. ZLl:4a.
Paul was & mighty man in prayer. He prazyed in the daytime and in the night-
tine,

(3} A joyful petitioning on their behslf. 1lijb,

{4) A continuous fellowship in the gospel. 1:5.
This Philippien church had clung to Paul through all his difficulties.
When they heard that he was in jail again, they semt a gift for his nseds,
Paul said, "You have clung to me. You have stuck to me throuwgh everything,”
When everything goes lovely many people will go along with you, but when
things are adversge and unlovely the ranks thln, Paul had gone through
some terrible ysars, but the Philippians had never faltered in their love
for him ard devotion to him, ,
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2. Puture expectations., 1:6.
Paul was a Christian optimist. He had sbsclute confidence in the unltimate
completion of the work of grace in these Philippians. He firmly believed that
the Iord could be counted on to finish the work which he had begun, carrying
it to ecompletion. When God begins te do a thing, He finishes it. You canmnot
find in the scriptures where God begsn anything and gave it up. God never
gives wp. When He puts forth His hand, He finishes what He undertakes. When
He saved us, it was not only for these few years of temptation, trouble, trial,
and tribulation, but for the great day that is to come,

3. A present devotion. 1:7-8.

{1) He has them in his hesrt. 1:7a.
‘By this he meang that he holds them im his memory, thoughts, and affections.

{2) They are fellow~-partakers of all hils experiences. 1:7b.
They have shown themselves to be united with Him in closest fellowship,
both in his sufferings and in his wiitness for Christ,

(3) Bs longs for his friends. 1:8.
Paul was sympathetic and solicitous. He spoke of his lowve for them as
though it were identical with the love of Christ. He was se truly one
with bis Magter as to affirm thet his persomal longing for his friends in
Prilippi was inseparsble from the love of Christ for them,

This peragraph, in which Paul expresses his joyful gratitude for his Christian
ecompanions, indicates that the strongest bonds of friendship are those which are
formed by fellowship in Christian service, There are other ties by which hearts
ere united. Some are sentimental and emotiopal. Scme are due to common Interests
and sympathies and mental attitudes., However, those which are the most sacred,
and abiding are the ones which are due to a common relationship to Christ, and

te an earnest cooperation in work undertskern for His sake.

TIII. The Prayer. 1:9-11.

1. For an inmtelligent leve. 1:9.
We can render no gresziter service to our frlends than by praying for them,
Friendships cannot be elevated more or safegnarded better than by prayer.
Paul prayed that the full tide of their leove might be confined te right channels
and kept free from all that wes selfish and impure. He was exceedingly anxious
that they might be able te tell the good from the bad, Hs prayed that their
love might grow richer and richer in these two respects--accurate knowledge
of right, and slertness in applying such knowledge te the experiences of life,

2, For a discerning love., 1:1Ca. ‘
Paul prayed that they might have the power to detect the good from the bad sven
if they looked alike. If we have this discernment we know vhat we ought to do
ard ought not to do. Such love will emable one to "distinguish the things that
differ, "--virtue and vies, false and itruwe prophets, eorrupt and incorrupt
doctrines. Paul is emphasizing the need of wise and careful discrimination,
He urges the choice of that which is good.

3. For a transparent love. 1:10b.

The Greek for the word "sincere™ means "clear %o the light," as when one heolds

up a jar of heney and the light stresms through umobstructed. When subjected

te the test it is just what it seems to be, genuine through and through, Sin-
cerity means transparency. He who is sincere is known omn the outside for what

he is on the inside. Se the sincere Chriastian is just what he appears to bej

he appears to be just what he is. God give us more through-and-through Christians.
WSincere" comes from two latin words, “3133,“ meaning "without," and "cera,"

the word for "wax"--Mrithout wax." In the early days they made many of ﬁhelr
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vessels of wood, hollowed out, such as a basin. Sometimes when the vessel was
finished, it was found that the wood had not been seasoned properly and 1%
cracked, and the desler, not wishing %o throw it away, would seal the crack
with wax. Of course the purchaser did not use it lomg before discovering the
defect. 8o, if a man was an honest tradesmen, and wembted you to know that his
goods were sound, he would say, "without wax." Sc, "sincere" means that there
is nothing made up in your life; it means that you are just what people see
you to be; that Christianity is not a fime suit of clothes you wear on the
Lordfs Day; and that no broken places are going to show up some day. Paul
asked that they be just like that,

For a fruitful love. 1l:lli.

The fruit ie the practical affect of the indwelling of Christ. Fruitfulness
ig possible only by union with Christ. What God wants is fruit, not work.
Mach that is done today as Christian work is no more than the scaffolding of
a building. The secaffolding is to be pulled down and only the building left,
A machine can work, but a machime can not bear fruit. For frult there mmst
be 1ife, What God gives is 1ife. He did not make us machines to work. God
found us dead in trespasses and sin; lest, wngodly simmers, children of
perdition, with nothing but evil, And He saved us and gave us life. New
thaet 1ife is to bear fruit. God is lcoking for fruit, more fruit, much fruit.



