ALL FOR CHRIST
Philippians 3:1-8

In the first two chapters of this epistle we noticed how Paul endeavored to ecombat the
forces within the church at Fhilippi which tended to destroy the unity of the church,

Be now turns his attention to a force outside of the church thet has the same purpose in
mind. The word "fin2lly" is not used hy way of conclusion, but rather by way of transition
to another important phase of Christian experiemce. It hss the force of furthermore; ¥
a full unfolding of the theme., He exhorted them to "rejoice in the lord" ss opposed to
the many things in which men are prone to rejoice. A& rejoicing in these other things
results elther in unrighteousness or in self-rightecusness., In substance Paul gaid, "To
sum wp all I have said, be happy in the lord." He meant that a very important thing in
your Christian life is joy. If you have lost your Joy; you have lost much, and you will
soon lose your testimony. It is hard io testify for the lerd if you are rot happy in
Him, And it is easy to testify if you are, "rejoicing with joy unspeskable and full of

glory. "

48 a custedian of truth, Paul jealously gusrds the Christians from the emissaries of
error. Nons would be led astray if he could avoid it. Fepeatedly he sounds the note of
warping, not as an irksome duty, but ag a necessary precaution to insure their safety.
This warning is introduced here with the admission that it has been given many times
before. Paul declares that he does not hesitate to repest becamse he knows the matter
concerns the safety of his dear friemds. Most speskers have a certain amount of hesitancy
in repeating things te the seme sudience, though it is more or less necessaery if one is

to be effective. Especially teachers find repetition necesssry. Some people are almost
immane to new idess. They must be taught line upon line, and precept upon preecept,

In verses two and ‘threé, Paul contrasts professors and believers. He decisively denounces
the Judalzers in the words "Beware of dogs, beware of evil workers, beware of the concision.?
Thus he expeses their depravity, their deeds, and their doctrines. Concerning these
troublers of the soul, Paul writes about:
1. 'Their character {self-ward), '

"Beware of the dogs." The Bible is not complimentary of degs. "Dog" was a term which
was reserved as the strongest expressien of contempt. It bespoke all that was foul
apd filthy. Tts usage points to the depraved nature of these religionists. If one

is shocked at Paul's use of the word "dog" for Judaizers, he may be reminded that this
was & familar term of reproach commornly used by the Jews to deseribe Gentiles.

Paul urges the Philippian Christisn to keep their eyes on the "doga", or those whe

are unrighteous in their nature, tastes and desires; degraded and degrading; wanting

in spiritural npature and capacity for spiritural things. Peul insists thet these

false teachers are the real "dogs." They have followed him, growling, barking and
snapping at his heels. Like the dogs of the East, these deceivers, who are unregenerated
and entirely uncontrelled by the lord, would disturb, divide and destroy the lord’'s
flOCka

2. Thelir conduct (neighbor-ward), '
Their true conduct is revealed in the warning, "Beware of the evil workers." Their
depraved nature was manifested in their evil deeds. Under a felse guise they hide
their evil intent to spoil and to destroy. *

Paul called them "evil workers™ or mischief-mskers. Their being flavers their deing.
Not only are they immoral in characteér, but théy sre injurious in their influence.
They cen create only confusion of thought end perversion of truth. They are active,
but theélr activity and zeal meke for faction and disérder and unbelief. They are
busy doing wrong, and are, therefore, specimen of wasted energy.

3. Their creed (God-ward},
Their creed comes ouwt in the fimal warning, "Beware of the conclsion.” "Concision®
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means "a cutting off," or "o cut off partly," and is used by Paul as a term of re-
proach to disparage the almost Fiendish delight that thése Judaizers teke in the rite
of circumcision. They substituted a formalism for reality, and a ceremonialism
instead of Christ. The world is satisfied simply to cut something off the life and

thereby make it better.

Tn contrast with these professors, who made outward forms essentinl to salvation and boasted
‘of their loyalty to the law of Moses, Paul declares that those who trust in Christ alene
for salvation form the true Israel of God. He says, mje are the circumcision.” He meant
by that not an external rite but a cleansing of the heart as the real sign of a right
relationship to God. Three proofs are given to support this cleim, and they form an
admirable deseription of the elements of a normal Christian experience.

i, "We worship God im (by) the spirit.®

2. "e glory in Christ Jesus."
He could say as much because he had the triumphant assurance of His presence, of His

power, &nd of His unfaillng grace.

3, 'Have no comfidemce in the flesh."
By "flesh™ Paul mesns the fallen or unrenewed humsn nature. It denotes all that man
is and all that he achieves aside from the Spirit of God. It might even imclude
211 the 1ist of things in which Paul once trusted--bis Jewlsh descent, his legal
observance, his social standing and his moral attairvments. In none of these does a
Christiasn put confidence as he stands before God. He reslizes his helplessnese, his

. utter wnworthiness, and his sin., He belisvss that pothing in his character or conduct

has attained to the divine standard of righieousness.

If sny man ever had any ground for self-righteousness or “aonfidence in the flesh,”
Paul was that man. If ever a men could hope to find favor with God in and of himself,
it was he, zccording to this passage. The teachers against whom Paul was warning the
Philippians were advocates of a false way of Chrigtisn living. It was alsc the flesh
way. They were saying that faith in Christ alone was not encugh.

Tn & ringing challenge to these legalists, Paul insists that if they are seeking justi-
fication through Judaism, they are ignerant ef themselves and their system. He knows the
exact worth of that religion, for prior to his experience of regeneration he had exceeded
any in conforming to it. If the Judaizers had any reason to have confidence in the flesh,
Paul had more then they. Nene of them could mateh him in legalistic rightecusness. A&t
Paul's birth, covenant compliance to the Mesiac law was given, and he was circumecized
the eighth day. He was not a proselyte, but came from the original stock of Israel.

Pis true descent could be traced back to the patriarch Jacob. He belenged te the tribe
of Benjamin, and this was added reason for boasting for this tribe never wavered in

its allegiance to the Davidic throne even when the tenffribes broke away. He belonged
to the most orthodox body of the Jewish faith. In every respect, by race and religion,
he was the purest of the pure, "an Hebrew of the Hebrewsl® Paul was not a helf-hearted
religionist, but he zealously propagated its doetrines and persecuted all opposers.

And this zeal for his faith was coupled with blameless living, Racially he was as pure,
religiously he was as sound, and resolutely he was as strong &s any in this faith, He
was an nnexcelled example of Pharisaism.

Even though he was proud of his birth, of hisg position, and of his persconal devotion,

at the time to which he referred Paul was still without Christ., Whet greater example of
the futility of the faith not based wpon Christ can be found than this deluded disciple
of a dead religion, fired with the utmost sincerity anmd clothed with personal purity!
Surely no more is needed to convince men that all the religions in the world cennot save.
Christ is the only Seviour of the soul. Thers is no redemption of righteousness apart
from Him,
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'As soon as Paul comes to see that Christ is the answer to every need of the soul, only
one course appeers consistent to him: if Christ is everything them everything is for
Christ. Nothing else is ressonable. To live for anything else is to dissipate his
ransom power on transitory trifles. Christ is all, and He must have sll. He becomes
the supreme object of Paul's life, and the passionate pursuwit of his soml, for Whom.
nothing is too dear to renounce or too great to attempt. Christ must have a1l of him
and he wants all of Christ.

Paul knows that the extent of his participation im thé blessinmgs of Christ depends wpon
the measure of his dedication to Him, Any withholding on his part naturally limits his
capacity to enjoy his lord. He is to recede and the Savieur is to reign If he is to

have the full enjoyment in his spiritural 1ife. The things Peul cancelled in the previous
summary of his attaimments were not evil things., There was not cmé evil habit, or sin,

or unworthy companionship in all tha®t which he counted loss. The things he has been
talking about were all goed, but not good emough. The very best we can offer and the
very best we can be are not sufficient.

Tooking back to a definite time in his experience when he had weighed the matter of his
personal relatienship to Christ very ecarefully, ke recalls his decision, "But what things
vere gain to me, those I counted less for Christ." He had mede a calculated and definite
choice vhen éven the choicest assets, those things that would seem advantageous to him
in the service of God, were surrendered to Christ. FHe had not found any asgsets in -self,
but had ylelded himself in definite surrender to the Ierd,

As soon ag Paul turned his back on the balance sheet of the flesh, his eyes leoked
straight inte the eyes of the Lord Jesus, and frém his lips fell the words, "I count
all things but loss for the excelleéncy of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord." The
humility of Paul is & beamtiful thing to behold, snd his absolute sincerity of purpose
sets him apart from all other men. Christians the world éver have looked at Paul in
admiratlon, and longed te¢ bave power with men for God. To this end Paul openly shows
the way, but others do not seem to find it. Peul had a new standard of values, Ms
change of values was duwe to his new knowledge of Christ,

A1l that he once regsrded as grounds for boasting now seems worthless. Ghrist is now
the basis of his confidence and his joy. The reversal of values is inetant and complete.
He has come to count, but not as he used to count., Now he counts "for Christ's sake,"
the new factor in the situation, the new standard of values, and the new reason for life.
Because of Christ, Whe has thue stepped in between the Apostle and his old ideals, Paul
has reversed his entire outlook on life. He has changed the heading at the top of the
ledger. He has erased "gains" and written "lesses." For Christ's sake Paul suffered
"the loss ef 21l things," that is, the sum-total of his old life's valuwes. His own family
probably regarded him as a disgrace to Judaism. The Pharisees considered him a deserter
of thelr cause. The Jews in general regarded him as a turn-coat and & renegade. He had
paid the price for Christ's sake. But it was worth the price. He had no regrets about
it.

"For Him T count as gain each loss,
Disgrace for Him renown;

Well may I glory in my crogs,
¥hile He prepares my crown.m

Complete dedication to God leads to a life of wsefulness for Him. We cannot please Him
and be a power for Him unless we are definitely surrendered and dedieated to Him, Has

the solemn tranmsaction taken place in your life whereby you have yielded your all in ut-
most dedication to thé lord? Has the crisis been faced and the eternal "yes! been zaid?
Can you say, "Christ is everything and everything for Christ"? Those things that formerly
were gain to Paul, he counted loss for Christ. No matter how we may beautify it, the flesh
camnot please God, Nothing is of advantage to us if we hold it in our own hands, Even
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the highest and noblest gain will vrove our undoing and count loss for Christ, He must
have all there is of us. We must make good our former vows by daily living for Christ.
Today things that we have never faced before are msking their claims upon ws; temptations
that we never dreamed of before are tugging at our heart-strings; new-born aspirations
of self-interests are crying lustily to survive.



