A CENSORIOHUS SPIRIT
Matthew 7:1-5

A censorious person is one who is addicted to the sinful hebit of criticizing others harshiy
anc¢ adversely. Censoriousness is ene of the grest blots on the social life of miny Christians
today. Unforiunately, some of them seemingly have nothing else to talk about except their
acouaintances, so they discuss their conduct; they charpe them with having unwortlhy motivess
they repegt and enlarge upon slanderous statements aboul themi and they derive much plessure
from condemwing them. Of course, such an unchariiable snd censerious spirit hinders
Christian fellowship and hampers the work of Christ. This sin of criticizing others, when
God has not called wpon us te do so, is so unkind and unnecessary that it behooves those

of us who hear the name of Christ to see to it that we are noit culprids in this inconmsiderate

indelgence.

It is not surprising that Christ devoted a part of the Sermon on the Hount to this besetting
sin of judging and condemning others. On this important subject cur Lord spcke wery plsainiy.
What He said about it was not merely a bit of good adviee to be heeded, but it was a definite
command o be obeyed. His command wes in the form of a prohibition. He commanded us %o
abstain from the sinful habit of jJudeing. He said, "Judge not.” If He had s3id nothing
more, those two words shonld cause the Christian who is guiliy of this sin te discontinue
the practice. Christ's word should be final with the Christian. Even though the Christian's
eritical faculty may be highly developed, he can win the victory over it through Christ.

As we ponder the meaning of the words, "Judge not," we are reminded that we are living in
an age which dislikes thought and hates theology and doctrine, It is sn age whieh is
characterized by ease and compromise and appeasement. It is an age that dislikes strong
men, because it says that strong men are always upsetiing. The man who is praised today

is the one who can be described as being in the middle of the road, a pleasant man who does
not create difficulties and problems because of his views. Ceriainly our Lord's statement
cannot be interpreted as meaning that we must never think, never arrive at conclusions

and never apply them. Instead of forbidding us to make observations and mental assessments,
He is very much concerned that we not become engaged in the work of passing judgment and

expressing condemmation.
I. 7The Ganses Of A Censorious Spirit.

1. Indolence. _
Criticism is so easy. It does not require intelligence, character or Christianity.

It is doubtful if snything is much easier. Feor this reason, 2 person who is tos
lazy to be engaged in doing things that are comstructive and worthwhile soon finds
himself meddling in the affairs of others. He is prone to give judgment when the
matter is of no concern whatever to him. If any Christlan is doing his duby, as
be should, he is entirely too busy to be looking for the faults of others.

2. dJealousy.
You will recall that Saul was suspicions and Jealous of David. OFf this fact we

read in I Samuel 18:12, "And Saul was afraid of David, because the Lord wes with

him, and was departed from Saul.¥ It is not surprising, therefore, that he was

very critical of the man of whom he was jealous. If you ever know the feeling of
being rather pleased when you hear something unpleasant about another, that is
jealousy. If you are jealous or envious of another and then hear that the one of
whom you are jealous or envicus has made a mistake and immediately you bave a feeling
of self-satisfaction or pleasure, that is jealousy. It is this spirit whieh leads

to eribicism end censoriousness.
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Self.rightecusness.,

' Censoriousness is caused by the spirity of selfwrighiecusness. Self i always belind

it., Belf-righteocusness is a feeling of superiority, a feeling thai self is all
right but that others are not, a spirit of self-satisfaction. That spirit usually
causes one to express himself readily and censoriousiy.

dypocrisy. :
In proportion as one is guick to digeern the faults of others, he becomes less

aware of his own shorbtcomings. The censorions person is the last to perceive his
own gin. His personal sin wey be as buge asz a heam; ye't, he is quite mnable to
see it because he is busy bunting for the speck of dust in his brother's eye.
Hen have me right fo sit in Judgment Gn sthers who are themselves guiliy of the
same or egually sericus sins.

Curse Of & GCensorious Spiris.

It is zbsurd.
It is ridiculouns for any human being to appom‘b himself and to assume the aunthority

of being & eritic and judge of others. HNobody in heaven or on earth has appoinied
you or anybody else to judge and to condemn others. TYou certainly de not have any
right to assume that authority.

Gne's own condition is such that he is not eapable of judging others properly.

Since man is neither cmmiscient nor infalliible, he i3 not entitled to judge the
motives behind the actions of another. 3Such judgments are out of place in any
life, and they are especially unbecoming in a Christian., There is so much Important
work which had far bebber be done by us then that of being self-sppointed judges

of others.

It is plinding.

A censcorious spirit so blinds a person that it makes it impossiblie for him to estimate
another correctly. A fanltfinder is never a relisble factfinder. This is true '
becaunse the one who seeks for the worst finds that fer which he is seeking. Ii

iz trne here as elsewhers that %he that seeketh findeth.® To seek for the worst

is to become blind te the best. dJust im proportion as you cenier your aitention

and look for what is wrong you fail to see whalt is right. Our fanlis are so numerous
and great that they blind and disqualify us for judging others.

it hinders growbh.

A person with a censoricus spirit is always loek:mg for blemishes in others and is
delighted when he Tinds them. In his search for them, he gets 2 malign satisfaction
out of teling Hrivial matbters and Sreating them as though they were of major
importance. One who is seeking for the worst is never actuated by a Christian
motive. People often search for flaws in others and judge them harshily in order
to salve their omn consclences. ¥hen thelr own sins make them uncomfortable, they
seek to gather for themselves a bit of comfori by saying, "See, I am not the only
one.' These people seem to think that the larger the mumber of the gulliy ithe less
iz their own guilt. If I am dying of some incureble disesse, it certainly wouwld
not help me in the least to learn that thousands of others are dying of the same

fatal dissase.

Perbaps you are hoping to find something wrong in those whom you are judging.

Haybe you do not think that you can afford to give them a2 clean bill of health.

That is the very spirit of Satan himself., You remember that when God called
attention to the high character of His servant Job, Satan fairly shook with laughter,
implying his amazement at how easily be thought the Lord had been deceived. Satan
said, ®Doth Job fear God for nought?¥ Be was not willing to admit that Job was
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really a good man. While he conceded that Job was gaoﬁ in kis outward conduct,
he contended that he was evil in his motive.

It will ever be itrue that the keener your eyes beecome to the faults of others,
the blinder they will become to what is wrong in your 1ife. The more you magnify
the flaws of others, the more you will winimize your own. The mors you minimize
the virtues of another, the meore you will magnify your omn.

¥any indulge in judging othe & becanse they think that by bearing down other people
they thersby build up themselves. But, nobedy has ever built wp himself by tearing
down somebody else. No m3n can bulld a2 house by tearing down the house of his
neighbor. No man ever gets right with God or becomes a bebtter Christian by con-
fessing the sins of his fellowman. ILooking for faulis in others arrests onsis
intellectual and spiritual development and is a sure way of ministering to his om
personal wretchedness.

It leads 4o self-satisfaction.

We are prone to believe the worst sbound obhers because it helps teo justify our
actions or to excuse our lack of action. Wes ever a man more pleased with and
proud of himself than the Pharises who went inbo the temple to pray? He did not
see any defects in himself or his conduct. Wiy net? Because he was so busy picking
out the flaws in a certain poor fellow who was pounding himself on the breast and
saying in brakenamarted penitence, "God be merciful to me a sinner.®

It destroys usefulness.

A censoricus spirit kills one's usef&lness. Fow, if any, are ever helped by sharp
eriticism. As long as bhevre is & beam in his own eye, the seli-appointed judge
gannot remeve the mote from the eye of ancther. Besm-pulling must slways precede
robe-removing. Think of a man with a splinter in his eye btrying to tell his friend
how to get a speck of dust out of his eyel! TImagine & man withoubt 2 hair on his
head undertaking to sell hair restorer! Picture a three hmndred pound person
insisting on a friend who weighs half that much reducingl One who is constantly
judging others cannot make friends and influence people because he is not a close
follower of Jesus Christ. It is impossible For anybody to do what Christ has for-

bidden and live close bo Hia.

it ineurs Judgmeni.

4s 2 man soweth in his judgment of others, so shall he reap. Don't judge other
people if you do not wish to be judged by them. The person who is always crilbical
end censorious of others is always one who is being criticized. A4s you judge,
you will be Judged. By judging we set the standard for our owmn judgment by others
in this life. YWith whabt measure ye mebte, it shall be measured to you again.® If
we sit as suthorities in judgment upon others, we have ne right to complain if we
are judged by that very standard. It is only fair and right that we should be
thus judged. Harsh judgments on our part will provoke others o make the same
kind of judgments of us. The measure you give will be the measure you getb.

There is the story of the man who was assigned the task of building z house secording
to the specifications of the employer who wanted to help him., Unfortunately, he
took advaniage of the kindness of the man and put a lot of shoddy work into the
building. When the work was completed the accounts were paid and no questbions
were asked. Then, to the man's surprise and chagrin, the house was given to him
The story is a parable of 1life. Haech of us-is bullding the house
in which he lives., Sooner or later, you will always be paid back in your own coin.
1§ith what measure ye mebe, it shall be measured to you again,¥
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“There are loyal hearts, there are spiriis brave,
There are souls that are pure and brues

Then give to the world the best you have,
And the best will come back to you.®

The Cure For A Censoriocus Spirit.
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Recognize the sinfulness of it.
It is 2 weapon by which one wounds himself, others and the Lord.

Repent of it.

Rely upon God's grace to help vou overcome it.



