HALLOWIRG GOD'S NAWE

"Hallowed be thy name." WMatthew 6:9.

Last Sunday I spoke of the new and besutiful name, “Father,! by which Christ tanght us to
address God when we draw near to Him m prayer. Thls morning we shall consider the first
petition in the prayer itseif. In it dur Lord teaches us to pray for grace enocugh o honor

that new name by thought, word and deed.

Ho one can tyuly pray until he can say, "Father'; that is, until he has come to know Him
through faith in Jesus Christ and has been born Into the femily of God. Realizing that
we are the children of God and thai we are in His presence; Christ said that our first
desire and petition should be: "Hallowed be thy name.!”

What, then, does that mean? In the langunage of the 0ld Testameni, te h2llow a thing was

to set it apart cervemonially as something especially asugust and sacred. The temple enclosure
was hallowed ground because it was set spart frem all cother ground as the ome spot saered

tc the minisitrations of the priesthood. The vessels of the temple were hallowed becamse
they were so set apart for sacred purposes. Thelr use for comaon purposes would have besn
profanation. As used here in the Kodel Prayer, the word conveys the same idea, to sanctify
or to revers. In this cennechbion Ausustine said, "Can God be holier thar He is?® ¥No, of
course nobt, but cur conception of Him may and should be holier than it is.

Fnat does the term "ihy name® slignify? At thet time the Jews commenly referred to God
Himsel? as "The Name.® Whatever you may think or say sbout the Jews, and however great
and numercus their fallures, there was ome thing in which they were most commendable amd
that was their sense of the grsatness and the majesty and the holiness of God. They had
such a conscicusness and appreciation of these things that it had become an actual custom
with them not %o use the name "Jehovah.” They considered that very name 4o be so holy
and sacred, and that theywere so small end unworthy, that they dared not pronocunce it.

S50 they often referred Yo God as "The Name." That was simply their way of avoiding the
use of the actusl term "Jehovah." What 2 contrast with some today who either ignorantly
or wilfully call God "You," ag if He were just a "buddy® of theirs! How thankful I am that
the God Waom I worship, love and serve ls ebove my level and more than a "Hall fellow well

mel,

When we pray that God's nmame may be hallowed, we are requesting thet His glory may be remealeﬁ
thereby and that we may be ensbled to esteem and magnify Him agreesbly thereto. =

The revelation to our sculs of the truth that the Creator is our Father brings us before
Him in reverent worship. While recognizing the wvast importance of reverence, we cannot
help but realizme that its sbsence is one of the outstanding characteristics of our day.
We are short on many virtues, but in none sre we more utterly poverty-stricken than in
reverence. Hven one as far from belng a Christian as Irvian Cobb declared that 1f we were
to examine the bump of reverence on the head of the medern man, we should find it to be 2

dent.,

We need a grealer veverence for the name of God. Ve need a2 greaiter reverence for the Word
of God. We should come to the Bible with a reverent spirit like our Savieur had for the

01d Testament. We are in great need of reversnce for the house of God. When our Loxd

was here in the flesh, religion was at a low ebb. Once when He came o the temple, His
very scul was whipped into a tempest. The voice of worship was drowned by the clank of
coing, by the bleating of sheep, by the lowing of cattle, by the howls of the herdsmen and
by the shrieks of the money changers. He looked about with amavement and grief ihai changed
into hot anger. In substance, He remarked, "This is My Father's house. It is to be a
place of prayer. It iz to be a place where the soul meebs God and comes to undershand
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Him. Bab, you have made it a den of thieves.? In the heat of His indignation, He overturned
their tables and Flung thelr money en the floor and then chased them pellumell into the
gireed.

This petition, "Hzllowed be thy name,® stands first in the Hodel Prayer as if to teach us
that we must come before God with reverence and godly fear. There is no true prayer without
reverence or without a deep sense of God's perfeet holiness and our ubler wmworthiness.

What is meanlt by God's name? By Godts name is meant His essence. It is the expression
of Himself. It means a1l that is true of God and 211 that has been revealed aboat Him.
It means God in all His atiribuies, Cod in all that He is in and of Himself, and God in

21l that He has done and ig doing, :

What iz meant by hallowing God's nawe? To hallow is to set apart a thing from the commen
use t0 some sacred end. To hallow Godfs name is o set it apart from all abuses and to use
it reverently. Hallowing God's mame is to give Him high honer and veneratien. We hallow
God's name when we trust in it, "We have trusted in His holy name® (Psalm 33:21). We
hallow Godts name mentioning it only with the highest reverence. We hallow God's name when
we have a high esteem for and asppreciztion of God. We hallow God's name when we give Hin
spiritoal worship. We hallow Godfs nazme when we aseribe the henmor of all we do to Him.
"Give unto the Lord the glery due unbte His name® {Psalm 96:8). We ballow God's name by
cheying Him. How dotk a son more honmor his father than by cbedience beo hinm? ¥I delight

to do thy will, O my Godl® (Psalm L0:8). ¥e hallow God's mame by adoring His works, which
are bound in three volumes--creation, redemption and providence. ¥We hallow God's name when
we 1ift it up in our praises. His name 15 so excellent that it deserves io be hallowed.
"How excellent is thy nsme in all the earthi® (Psalm 8:9). We pray, "Hallowed be thy name,”
and by that we mean, ¥"Let Thy name be honored and magnified by us.® Hallowing Ged's name
certainly involves obedience te His will. It is 2 gross inconsistency Lo extel the authority
- and character of God while disobeying His commands.

As one would expech, this patitern prayer reveals the true order for praying. It falls

into two parts:; the first having to do with God and His Kingdom and the second, with us and
our needs.. How clearly, then, is the fundamental duty in prayer set forih here. Self

and all its needs must be given 2 secondary place, and God must be accorded the preeminence
in our thoughts, desires and supplications. 4s in 1ife, so alse in prayer, the same comuand
applies--'Seek ye first the kingdom of God, end his rightecusnmess; and all these things
shall be added unte vou? (Mebthew 6:33). With Christ first things always ceme first. The
glory of God was always the mester petition ip the prayers of Christ. His wishes were
always kept in a subordinate place. It was ever SGod first® with Him.. "Nevertheless,

aot My will but Thine be done." That is the true order in prayer--God first. Bub we oftentines
reverse the order., Our prayers are msually occupied meiniy with our omn wanbs, comfort

and needs. We approach God either to thank Him for benefits we have aslready received of

to implore still further bemefits, such as food, raiment, health, happiness, safety and
comfort. We do far more of the latter than we do of the former. In our praying, so often
it is a case of UYself first." Even in the holy place of prayer most of us think first of
ourselves and of our own desires and needs. That is one reason why our praying is not

more effective. Our first thoughts should be of Him. Above all personal interest and
selfish advantage stends the glory of God. Before requesting daily bread, forgiveness and
deliverance comes the prayer that God may have the glory due unto His name.

God revealed Himself to the Children of Israel under varicus names. These names are lmportant
becaunse they are revelations of God's nabure znd character. Every pame applied to God

neans semething, tells us something about Him and threws light upon fis nature. The names

of men mean little, or their meaning has no relation te their character. They are mere
labels. But, it is differenmt in the case of God. Every name applied to Him is signifieant.
It expresses some aspect of His character. So all of Uhe names of God are keys to His

character.
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God has been revealed to us in nature. While watching his sheep In the still and starry
night, the Psalmist saw God in the arching sky end sang, "The heavens declare the glory
of God; and the firmament sheweth his handywork® {Psalm 19:1). I can see Ged!s mark on
the sky and the sea, on mountain and flood, on flower ané tree. When I look at the great
and besutiful mounteins I cannot help remembering that it was God Who planted them there.
When I look at the great, wide, deep and angyy ocean, I remember it was God ¥ho placed
it there. "He measured the waters in the hollow of His hand. He has placed bounds for
it which it cannot pass.” When I see the lighiming flash, I remember thab the lightning
is His messenger. When I hear the thunder rell, I remember that it is His voice. When
T see the birds of the air, I remember that not one of them falls to the ground without
God knowing and permitting it. When I see the lilies of the field, I remember that God

clothes them. Oh, yes, the world speaks of God.

God's name has been revealed to us more plainly in the Bible. In this Book you have onme
name for God following another, and with every fresh name came new light. It was a great
event in the history of men when God announced by His servants a new neme for Himself.
I% is in Jesus Christ thab we find the full and final revelabtion of God's name and character.
God could mot fully reveal Himself through nature. He was not fully pictured for us in a
Book. It was only in a life that God could fully reveal Himself, and that full revelation
He gave in the 1life of His Son. I% is by looking 2t the Lord Jesus Christ that we discover
the real character of God. Christ bawght us to honor God's name and character as revealed

in Himsel? by our thinking and cur living.

Tt has pleased God %o reveal Himself by different names, each of which enshrines preeious
truths that reveal fresh possibilities for ws in Him. There cannot be an emergency zmong
believers to which some name of God does not apply. Lebt us examine some of these names
and their meanings.

I. Primsyy Hames.

1. God.
The Hebrew equivalient is El, Elah or Elchim., I% means the #Sirong One.® It oceurs

2,570 times in the Old Testement. God is stronger than anybody knows or even
thinks. The glorious thing to remember is that His strength is at our disposal

for daily living. You can do your work and carry your burdens in your owm sirengbh,
or, realizing your weakness, you can ask God for His strengbh. When God used this
particular name for Himself, He was giving the people a sense of His might, His
strength, His deminion and His power.

2. Jehoval. :
This name is the most frequently used ene inm the O1d Testament. It occurs thers

6,822 times., It means the "Self-existent One."

3. Lord.
Used as a name for God, Adonai, which is translated Lord, cccurs sprroximately

300 times in the 0id Testament. This name reveals the relationship whiech God
sustains towsrd His ereatures apd what He expecis of them. It meams that He is
our Master and we are His servenbs. As we walk in the pathway of obedience o Him,
He will meet our needs. "But my Ged shall supply every need of yours according

to His riches in glory through Christ Jesas our Lord® {Philippians h:19).

II. Jdehovistic Hames.

By this we mean those names which were compounded with the name “Jehovsh.!" As the
years passed by, many variastions of the name ¥Jehovah! were used by God's people. These
compound. names revesl God zs meeting every need of man., Scme of these compound names are:
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1. Jekhovah~-jireh. Genesis 22:13-1h,
By this nsme Abraham came to know God on Kount Moriah when he offered wp Isaac
in complete obedience to the will of God. It means "The Lord will provide.”
Jehovah ig a God Who always provides. For lost sinners who had no claim on Him
He provided a Savieur. As believers in Him we have a clain on Him because He is
our Fabher and we are His children. He has given us 211 spiritual blessings, of
which at least h9 are mentioned in the Scripiures. FHe knows cur needs and provides

fer our necsssitles.

2. Jehovah-vapha. Exodus 15:26.
This name means "The Lord thal healeth thee.® Oceurring bebween 60 and 70 times
in the 014 Tesbament, it means to heal, to cure, or to restore. While bhe context
shows that it refers to physical healing, it also ineludes the deeper meaning of

spiritual healing. :

3. Jehovabenissi. Exodus 17:8-15.
This nome means "The Lord is our banner.® A banner was a sign of deliverance.
The nsme means that we cannot wage warfare against Satan in our own strength alone.
He is too strong for our unaided strength. God will protect us, defend us and tak
care of us. We have ne right to try to take that privilege awsy from Him. :

Y, Jehovah-shalom. Judges 6:2k.
This pame means "The Lord is ocur peace.® OGod is the source of peace. "There is
no peace, saith the Lord, unto the wicked" (Isaiah 48:22). The only people who
have peace are God's children. We got peace by reconciliation with Ged through
Christ. PTPherefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God ithrough our
Lord Jesus Christ" (Romans 5:1).

5. Jehavah-rash. Psalm 23,
This nome means "The Lord is our Shepherd.® Bverybhing the shepherd is to the
sheep and far more, Jehovah is to His people. The privilege of intimacy with the

shepherd can be enjoyed and should be cultivated by the Lordfs pecple.

6. Jehovah~tsidkeru. Jeremish 23:6.
This name means ¥Ths Lord is our righteousness.® God reguirss righteousness and
we do not have it, so He has provided it for us and offered it to us. Ve can
receive it as a free gifb.

7. Jehovsh-shammah., Bzekiel 118135,
This name means "The Lord is present.® It signifies God's gbiding presence with
His people under any and all circumstences. Lo, I am with youn all the days®

(Matthew 28:20).

A Secondsary Heame.

Almighty God-~EL Shaddai. Cenesis 17:1-2. This name means "The God all-sufficient."
Shaddai oeccurs LS times in the 01d Testament and ls itranslabed Almighty., It is derived
froz the word Y“shad® which means a women's breast. It signifies one who nourishes and
satisfies. When applied to God it means the Ope Who is mighty Lo nourish and satisfy.
El Shaddel means CGod the breasted Ome; the God Tho ig encughi the ail-sufficient One.

Doubtless you have seen & person try 4o care for a restless sznd fretful ehiid. Finally,
the mother would say, "Give me that child.® Immediately after she toock it and lmgged
it %o her bressit, it got quiet. It did so because it wus where it was. The mother
rests the ehild, strengbhens the child, nourishes the child and satisfiss the child.

So, the God Who is all-gufficient wants to pour Himself imto our lives, %o rest us, te
strengthen us, Yo nourish us and to satisfy us. He can sabtisfy us here as well as He
can satisfy ws in heaven. He meebs our every need.
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How then may we hallow God's name? By cherishing worthy ideas of Ged, by the itrustfulness
of our lives to the uttermost and by our ohedience. If you wanbd te honor God and hallow
His name, obey Him promptly, cheerfully and absolutely. Those who have hallowed His name
throughout the azes have been renowmed. How renomned was Abrzham for his faith, Moses
for his meekmess, David for his zeal, and Paul for his love for Christ! If we will bring
honor to God's name, He will honer us. “Hallowed be thy name.®



