IIET S LAW OF S10CEsSS

Yhnd whoscever will be chief among you, let him be your servant.,® Matbthew 20:37,

Too meny Christisns lake thelr cue for success far move from Wall Street and Hollywood
than from the ¥ew Testament, Far more then we think, we have idess of guceess that
have to do with this world just ss bankers snd solbresses do, Ye hove dresmg of essy

revards snd securiltiez just as ther do.

in His owe disciples Iong ago, He was disturhed by
it. He spoke oulb in such a way as to leave in us no dowbl as to Fis own Feelings
about it, It is time thet ve hear Him agein as He seys, “Ye know that the nrinces of
the Gentiles exercise dominion over them, and they thet are grest exereise authority
upon them. But it shall not be so amopg you: bub vhosvever will be great smong vou,
let him be your ministery snd vhosoever will be chief amonz you, let him be vour
servant? (Metthew 20:75-27), :

Christ recognized this tendency

Christ left the heppiness of hesven znd came to live in the midst of the world's
misery. While here, Hs ninistered to the needs of the bedies and scouls of peovle,
Hig examole and teaching vrove thal trus gsuccess is entirsly different from what most
pecple think it ls.. '

. fs  The Promouncement hbout Success,

like so many gems in the teachings of Christ, this obe appesrs in the Torm of an
ensver to a request. VWhen our Iord made the amouncement to Fis disciples of Fis
sufferings soon o be endured, Selome, the doting mother of Jemes and John, asked
Bin %o give her sonms the first places in His kingdom. She did not ask for any-
thing of a perscnal nature, bwi with a typical mother's love for her sons ghe ree
guested that they might sit the one at the Ioxrdls right herd sand the other on Fi
lef't In His kingdom of power and glory about vhich He had telled and vwhich He ha
coms to establish,

futige}

Mothers should be very ceutious about seeking places of honor for their children.
When they do so, quite frequently they sre Iike Szlome in thet they do not know
vhat they ask. In sesking places of hovor for them, ther msy be striving for thal
which will ruin their childrenm., It is not vosts of honor that secure ebernsl
galvation or earthily hsppiness,., Quilte often ve do nobt know for vhat we ask when
we seek in our folly grest things for ourselves, Yhen we long for this or that
honor, thig or that post of pre-eminence for ourselves, for our children or for
those who are nearest end desrest to us, we kmow nob whet we ask, WUe do netb
think of the tempbations and danpers which lie before us or the emvies and jeslot~
sles which we provoke. In the case before us, just as soon as the other ten
apostles heard of the reguest presembed to the Iord for the promotion of Jemes
and John, indigwetion filled their hearts for the simple reason that they desired
the same plece themeelves. Tt was direcily sgeinst such e selfish spirit that
the revolutionary vords of our bext were uttered by our Iord.

Christ did not condemm ambition or the desire for suecess. He did not say thet
it is wrong to wish to suceed or to be grest. Fe defined what true suceess is and
“bade all of Hie followers to strive for thet. To those who were cager for great-
ness, He preached the might of service, and at the seme tine He held Himself uwp
as the brightest ezemplification of Bie words, He informed Salome thab success

or greatness is more then & mebler of sssigning places of eminence and handing ouwb
titles of nobility. Success and greatmess come not through conceran for self bubt
rather through regerd for others. "Whescever will be chie? smong you, let him be
your servandt,”
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If I understand Christ, the basic ides ir gemulne service iz the shifting of
your inmterest from self to others. Unless somehow this trensfer be made, there
is no real success for any man. Such is the proncuncement of the One Who is the

JEster-Servant of all ages. Hearly twenty centuries after His proncuncenment,

Harvard University places on its official sesl & Isetin inseripbion which, trans-
lated, reads: "Nobt to be served, but to serve.” The rule stands regardless of
how fsr shori men may come of it. .

The Perversions OF Success,

James and John and their proud and apxious mother were not alome im their warped
notion of success and the way te ablain it. Even today the prevalent idea of
success or grealbness ig far from that whiech the Saviecur's words define,

Whereas the law of true success is "Give all you can," the law of false success
iz "Get all you can." One man, under the touch of Christ, says, "The world is my
field, I'11 put into it everything I can.” Another man says, "The world is my
oyeter, 11 get out of it a1l I can.” One is svccess by contribution; and the
other is success by exploitation.

When Christ says, "But it shall not be so among you,” He is saying, in effect,
Tateh your thinking. Watch your step. Therse are false notions of whal consti-
tutes sumocess and distinetion amd greatness. These perveried ideas will invade
your minds if you are noit on guard i®

How is success perverled?

1. By shallowly defining it.
Ask the men of the world what they mean by success. They will tell you thatb
it is getting power and prestige in youwr hands. It is msking other people
step around at your bidding and to your advantage. OSowe think of success in
terns of power to control others and use them as pawns in the game of politics,
industry or war. They forget such bitter lamentation as that which fell from
the lips of Cardinal Wolsey when, stripped of his power, double~crossed by his
cronies, he eried, "Had I served my God as I have served my king he would not
have left me maked in my gray haire,” '

On another oceasion our lord toek another sounding in this shallew water of
bad thinking aboult success. That time it was not sc much the achievement of
power over others as it was the amagssing of wealth beyend others, Christ de=
scribed a man who hung a dollsr sign on success and said, "There, that's how
yvou can identify it when you come to it 1" The man He portrayed was so rich
he couldn't figure out how ke wss going to preserve his whele hoard. In
spite of all his wealth the night he died God said, "Thou foel, this night
thy soul shall be reguired of thee.® '

What is the world's way of defining success? Tt is having your eye on the
main chance, It is taking some shori-term gain --- some palace of pleasure
in which to be entertained, some bank account on whieh to draw, some gilded
reputation on which to dote and going after it "hammer and tongs,® Tt is the
divect assault on some castle of dreams thal is bounded entirely by this life.
Yhen you seize it, you see that it is made of nothing but stuff that crumbles.
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By selfishly defiling it, '

We are told that when news reached the other aposiles concerning the reguest
for preferred seats in the kingdom for James and John, they were moved with .
indignation against the twe brethren.” Were they indignant because they were
about to be beaten out of those seats, or was 1t for a higher reason? Al any
rate it was clear to them, as it was to Christ, thet it was a case of selfishe
ness. Ask yourself these questions, "Who is at the center of the vision of
success which I have before me - self or Christ? Am I veady to be last, if
thereby I can honor Christ?v

This, I sunpose, is what Margaret Lnderson was driving at when she wrote the
Tolksy lines:

"Th's a fuapy thing how proud

we always were of Mister Frank,
We'd steal admiring loocks at him

conferring at his bank,
Or walking through his factories

in that frowning, bitter way,
Or calling new tenants

when the old omes didn't pay:
His house looked lonely, somehow,

- but it was new and grand,

And we pointed him oubt prouwdly

as our c¢ity's self-made man,

"We never book much notice

of his shabby brother, Joes
Be was so easy-going,

so jolly-like and slowy
He didn't make much money,

but was liberal with that,
&nd mnever spoke unkindly

when he stopped te have = chab;
I think it took bis death

to make mwe really understand
That Joe deserved the betier title:

God-made man,”

Pattern Of Success.

As words may describe it.

Tihosoever will be grealt among you, let him be vour mmster- And whosoever
will be chief among you, let him be your servant.m The mo'tto of all of
Christ's followers should be: *Hot to be served, but to serve.®

The world cries, "If you wanl teo see success, look at the princes and captains
and emperors: Rameses, Nebuchadnezzar, Alexander, Caesar, Napoleon, ete.”
But, the trus Christian says, "If you want to see real success, look st the
heart-menders, the truth-tellers and the burden-sharers: Paul, Florence
Nightingale, Hobert Morrisom, Charles Haddon Spurgeon, etec.” They wers the
bondslaves of Christ and servants of men.
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Such deeds are to be found supremely in the 1life of our lord and superlatively
in the deed of his dealth. YEven as the Son of man came not to be minisiered
mto, but to minister, amd to glve his life 2 ransom for many." Wherever
Christ was found He was always minlstering bul never demanding that anybody
minister wnto Him. On one occasion He girded Himself with a towel, poured
water into a basin and began washing the soiled Ffeet of those travel-weary,
temper-torn men, I you went a picture of success as God measures it and
greatness ag He views it, observe the Son of God sponging the grime from the
feet of His undeserving disclples.

How much longer is it going to take for some of us to see it =m— Judas Iscariob
with his thirty pieces of silver was a failure; Jesus Christ on the cross vas
a success?

V. The Price of Suvccess,

In substance Christ said to James and John, You want to sit on My right and on

¥y left. TYou think that such honors are conferred upon those vwho thrust in their

request first. You are mistaken. When these high honors are finslly awarded, it

will not be on the principle of favoritism., Tt will be on the basis of fitness,

and that filness comes only along the costly way that I Myself am taling ww. losing

one's self and life in order to {ind it. I¥ you wanb to be near Me in splendor

in the next world, be near Me in service in this world. If you would shere Yy
 throne then, you must bear My cross now. There is no other way.

Iet us loek a2t the price of success from two angles,

1. Self-confidence must be shattered.
Here are Jsmes and John and their mother asking thal two seats of honor be
reserved for them. Christ said, "Ye know not what ye ask. Are ye able to
drink of the cup that T shall drink of, and to be baptized with the baptisa
that I am baptized with?" The Ycup® snd the "baptism® were His passion and
death. It was so tremendous that even He was staggered by it. Yet, in the
full flovering of their self-assurance, they said, "e are able." DBut, they
were not able. They slept in Gethsemsne and shrank awsy at Calvary. They
were not able,

That same self-confidence in us must be brought te the dust and to the death.
Are we able to keep Satan out of our thought.life? We are not, and the sooner
we confess it the soomer we shall be on our way %o a Christlan ordering of the
mind. Paul found thet he was not able, so he cried, "0 wretched man that I
am, who shalil deliver me?®

2. Chrigt-control must be established.
You must abdicate, Your hand on the helm of your tossed and threatened life
must give way te the hand of that heavenly Steersman, Christ.

A few weeks after the crucifixion, a few weeks after these men had failed in-
gloriously to stand by their Iord, they were in a vrayer meeting. There Geod
met them in the fulness of the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit did, in that
experience, what He always does for Christians who are self-surrendered; He
made the reigning, mastering Iordship of Christ a living and a bright reality.
Ho longer did they say, "We are able,” but they saild, "We are enabled." They
were strong in the Iord., James died a martyr's death according to Aeta 12,

It is said thet John came to a similsr end., In God's estimastion that is neot
failure, but it is success,



