THE TRANSFIGURED CHRIST

"And after six days Jesus taketh Peter, James, and John his brother, and bringeth them
up into an high mountain apart, And was transfigured before them: and his face did shine
as the sun, and his raiment was white as the light." Matthew 17:1-2.

In his account of the transfiguration Luke says, "As He was praying, the fashion of His
countenance was altered." Communion with God will transfigure and transform iife. Prayer
leaves its imprint on the face and its effects in life because it resches down into the

very heart,

The transfiguration followed Christ's announcement to the disciples that He would soon

go te Jerusalem and there be arrested add put to death. Peter had told Him that such
would not happen to Him. Jesue rebuked him and then showed the disciples the real meaning
of discipleship., It meant the cross. Christ Himself shrank from suffering and death,

His human nature exerted itself. The disciples were amazed and terrified at the prospect
ahead., Both Christ and the diseiples needed strengthening. Christ took, Peter, James,

‘and John with Him up into a high mountain apart to pray. While Christ prayed the disciples;

worn and weary, weat to sleep. When they awoke, the face of Christ was ablaze with glory,
and with Him were Moses and Elijah,

The disciples had seen Christ under circumstances but never had they seen Him in such
effulgent glory. His face was radiant and His raiment was as the gleamling vhiteness of
snow. They had seen sumset glories, but they had slways faded into night fall, They had
seen the hesvens studded and emblszoned with the stars.  They had seen the moon shine

in its silvery radiance as it:réflected its glory. They had looked iipon the beauties

of the earth and beheld them gloriocus and resplendent, They had seen the beauteous rarities
of nature the material heavens o pure and wwarnished. They had feasted their eyes upon
the pure white 1ily, but when they saw the transfigured Christ in His dazzling brilliance
and glorious beauty, all other beauties faded inte wnattractive dimness. His transfigured
beauty and celestial glory defy analysis or description,

The Personalities of the Transfiguration,
These personalities are in three groups.
1. There were Peter, James, and John.

These three were with Christ in the house of sorrow, on the hill of visiom, and in the
gerden of Gethsemane. Peter was always one of the select few chosen for any special
occasion. He was the impetuous, forward, outspoken disciple —- the one into whose
texture of life were woven the varied threadsof character. He was bold, daring, courag-
eous; ready at a moment to do what he deemed chould be done, He it was who said to
Jesus concerning His crucifixion, "Be it far from Thee, Lord: this shall not be unto
Thee.® He had affirmed, "Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God." He it was
who smote off the ear of the servant of the highrpriest in Gethsemsne. He had followed
Christ afar off on the crueial might vhen Christ was arrested. When Christ was under
arrest, Peter denied with bitter oaths that He had ever seen Christ.

But this same disciple repented in bitter tears and later declared. "Thou knowest that

I love Thee." Peter was the one who preached at Pentecost when three thousand souls

were saved. He remained true to Christ from then on to the end of his life. Tradition
has it that Peter was crucified, but, feeling unworthy to die as Christ died, he request-
ed to be crucified with his head down instesd of up. He wrote thae epistles which bear

his name,
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Then there was James, one of those who had left all and followed Christ. James was
pastor of the large church in Jerusslem and alse the presiding offieer at the Jeru-
salem council when the question of Gentiles being admitted to the church was decided.
He called himself the "bondslave of Christ." He wrote the book of James. He de-
c¢lared, "shew me thy faith without thy works, and I will shew thee my faith by my
works,” He died a mertyr, thus sealing his testimony with his blood. ,

John was also there, He is known as the beloved disciples. He followed the Lord
faithfully, submissively, and effeetively. His heart yearned and burned for the Master
and His work. He wrote the gospel that besrs his name and alse the three epistle of
dJohn, It was John who first recognized the Lord that early morning hour as He walked
on the shore, after the disciples had spent a fruitless night fishing. On the igie of
Patmos John wrote Revelation as he saw the visions and glories of Christ. HNaturally,
Jesus would wart John near Him on zn occasion like this, ‘ '

There were Moses and Elijah.

"And behold, there appeared unto them Moses and Elijah talking with them.® Here were
two heavenly visitors, Moses the courageous deliverer, and Elijah the bold reformer.
Moses had received the law and schooled Israel 1n it. Elijah had called the people
back to it. .

Here was Moses who was hidden at his birth; who was miraculously saved as he was set
afloat on the wsters of the Nile in an ark made of bulrushes; was adopted by Pharaoh's
davghter; was educated in all the wisdom of Egypt. At the age of forty he made the
supreme deeision which made him immorital -- choesling rather "“ito suffer sfflistlon with
the people of God, than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season.” At the age of
forty he slew an Egyptian whom he saw abusing an Israelite. He fled to the Midian

mountains, married, became a herdswan, and remained there for forty years. While there

he gaw the burning busgh and heard the voice of God e¢alling him to go and lead the
children of Israel out of Bgypt. He saw his shepherd's croock converted inte a snake,

He saw his hand becomé white with leprosy and then made clean again. He saw the 600,000
men and women, besides the children, lesve Egypt for the Promised land, led by the
pillar of cloud by day and the pillar of fire by night. He oi¥ed to God and was direect-
ed to "Go forwardi® He saw the waters of the Red Sea open, Israel pass thréugh on dry
ground, and the Egyptians destroyed. He had died, and had been buried "by Nebo's

lonely mountain.® Hundreds of years have come and gone. Now he is back on the earth
again, p

There, too, was Elijsh. He had spoken Ged's message boldly and faithfully while on
the earth. He had defied kings in their corruptions, counts in thelr injustices, and
individuals in their sins. Elijah had prayed that it might not rain, and it rained
not for the space of three years and six months. He it was who called all the nation
together on Mount Carmel for a showdown between the God of Isrdel and the gods of
Baal, The fire from God had come down and eonsumed the sacrifice, Then he had prayed
for rain., He sent his servant to the top of the mountain to look for a cloud. When
he came back the seventh time he said, "I see a cloud about the size of a man'’s hand.™
That was enough for Elijah. He ordered that all get down from the mountain. The
rained powred., The drought was broken, God revealed Himself unto the people again.

There was the central personality, Jesus.

‘“He was transfigured before them." The glory of His persor was here shown in radiant

splendor. Here His person flashed into prominence. Here His magnificence flamed and
His msjesty flashed. "Hig face 4id shine as the sun, and His raiment was white as the
light,” His transfigured appearance filled Peter, Jemes, and John with overwhelming
awe, The glory of the light ef heaven was upon Him, His whole beibg flashed with
splendor, This change did not come from without; it eame from the glory which flashed
from within Him, His countenance flashed with bright, ethereal glory; his voice reach~
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ed a tone of sweeter music, Everything around glowed and sparkiled.
The Purpose of the Transfiguration.

1. One purpose was to strengthen Christ,

We must net forget the humanity of Christ, The human in Him shrank from the horrible
‘end shameful death He wag te dis. This is shown by His prayer in Gethsemane, "If it
be possibie, let this cup pass from me." He could not have had the human element and
at the same time have failed to dread human gufferings., When He went to the mountain
to prey, His praving was not in vain., The Father was with Him, and transfigored Him,
and strengthened Him, God 3id not take away the cross but He strengthened His Son so
that He could endure it.

2, Another purpose was to strengthen the dieciples.

After the Father had spoken, Jesus sald, "This velice came nol because of Me, but for
vour sakes.," They had been shocked at Chrlstfs anpouncement of His coming sufferings
snd deatih. Their morale had hit zere. They certainly needed bolstering. No one can
know how much this experience strengthened them, They never, to thelr dying day,
forgot the sight of the transfigured Lord,

The Power of the Transfiguration.

This is found in the revelation of the supremacy of Christ. When God spoke, He did net
speak about Peter, James, and John; He did not speak about Moses and Elijah; He spoke

~about His Son: "This ie my beloved Son, im whom I am well pleased; hear ye Him."

In the dazzling glory which revealed the supreme place and perfect holiness of Christ,

the disciples "fell on their faceg, and were sore sfraid."” Jesus spoke and said: "Be

not afraid. And when they hed lifted up their eyes, they saw no men, seve Jesus only."

He was the One on whom the interest of the transfiguration centered. Fis figure stands
out, solitary, above, and beyond all, The exclugiveness of His officisl work, the central-
ity of His place, and the hopes converging in Him were revealed. Jesus, snd Jesus onily,

is the Redeemer of the worid. FHe is the only wncharnging source of the believer's comfort,

"Jesus only® ia the wey to God, ¥There is nohe other name under heaven, Piven among men
¥ ¥ , 3 ’
whereby we must be saved." . ‘

These words, "Jesus only," constitute the gospel in twe words. They are God's answer to
the cry of the ages. "Jesus only"® ie the key which opens the door of good will, revesls
the secret of believers, and gives confidence in God, "Jesus only" is the one panacea
of mercy, pardon, and salvation. As Peter, Jemes, and John descended from the mountain,
the toplc of their conversation was not the dazszling light, not Moses and Elijah; it
centered in "Jesus only." His personality, purpose, .and power dominated the whole scene,

They did not think of anybody or anything -except Jesus.

"Jesus only" is the theme for the scholar, the message for the preacher, the discussion
for the student, and the basis of hope for the world, "Jesus only" is the cluve to power-
ful preaching. This was the secret of apostolic preaching and power. He ocevpiéd thelr
thoughits; He inspired their message; He gave strength for their tasks; He gave them come
passion for the lost. Thelrs was mot a message of human philosophy; thelrs was more than
a mere social gospel. Theirs wes not a message of cultural salvatiom. Their wessage.
centered in the ineffable and omnipotent Son of God, They saw Him as the world's greatest



personage and as man's only hope. The preachers of greatest power through the ages have
been the men whose preaching hag been centered in "Jesus only." They did not desl in
1ittle moral essays which leave Christ, His deity, His virgin birth, His vicarious
gufferings, His spilled blood, or His resurrection out. »

"Jegus only" is the need of and supply for every soul,.Are you lost? He is youwr salvation.
Are you weak? He is your strength. Are you hwngry? He ls the Bread of Life. Are you
thirsty? He is the Living Water. Are you in sorrow? He is your comfort.



