"ONE SHALL BE TAKEN AND THE OTHER LEFTH

"Then shall two be in the i
3

1d; the one shall be teken, a2nd the other left, Two women
ghall be grinding st the mill:

11; the one shall be teken, and the other lsft." Matbhew 24:40-41.
"I tell you, in that night there shall be two men in one bed; the one shall be taken,

and the other shail be left. Two women shall be grinding together: the one shall be

taken, snd the other left. Two men shall be in the field; the one ghsll be taken, and

the other left," Iuke 17:34-36,

Christ is the theme of the entire Bible. The theme of the (01d Testament is Christ is
coming., The theme of the Gospels is that Christ has come. The theme of the Acts, the
Epistles and the Hevelation is that Christ is coming again.

The return of Christ is one of the grendest and most inspiring themes in the Bible. It
is the world's greatest future event., It is a doctrine that has been subjected to much
ignorance, indifference, vreiudice and perversion.

I. The Certainty of Fis Return.
1. It was purposed in the mind of God.
2. It was Dromnted by the love of Goae

3, Tt wes provhesied by the prophets of God.
They used the choicest words and noblest phrases and clauses when they sought to
nortray the Second Coming of Christ.

4. It was promised by the Son of God.
"T will come again." HNote:

- The Person-—-"If
The Power--"L will®
The Promise~-"1 will come."
The Prospect—-"T will come &gain,®
The People--TAnd recelve you®
The Place-—'"That where I an
The Purvose--"Ye may be also.”

5. It was proclaimed by the Soirit of God.

(1) Through messengers from heaven.
“ind while they looked stedfastly towsrd hesven as he went up, behold, two
nen stood by them in whilte apparel; Which alsco szid, Ye men of Galilee, why
stand ye gazing up into heaven? this same Jesus, which is taken up from you
into heavmﬂ, shall so come in llke manner as ye have seen him go into heaven.®
Acts 1:10.11,

{2) Through the spositles.
Pavul: "For the Lord Himself shall descend from heaven with a sheut, with the
voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God." I Thessaionians 4:16.
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Jude: "ilhe lord cometh with ten thousand of Hs saints.” Jude 14,
John: TPEehold! He cometh with clouds, and every eye ghell ses Him." Revelation
17,
(3) Through the Iovd's Supper
"For as often ag ye eat this bread and drink this cup, ve do show the Iordis
death till He come." I Corinthians 11:26.
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The lord's Supper is not only a commenoration of the past and a proclemetion
of the present, but also an anticipation of the future--"till He come,™

Tre

¢ Reasons Tor His Return,

To gather the saints unbo Himself,
"I will come again, and receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be
also,® John 14:3,

To raise up the bodies of the righteocus dead.

"For the Iord Himself shall descend from heaven with a shaut, with the veice of

the srchengel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shell rise First.®
I Thegsaleonians 4:14,

What a glorious hope %o all believers who mourn the loss of loved ones! TIf

Christ did not return, the bodies of the redeemed would never come out of the
graves, and death would be triumphant threughout all the countless ages of eternity.

To translate the living saints.

“Then we which sre alive and remein shall be caught vo together with them in the
clouds, to meet the Iord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Tord.®

I Thessalonians 4:17. c

To judge the works of the sainbs.

To reward s own.

To reveal His glory.

Manner of Hie Return.

Personally.
"The Ilord Himself shall descend,!

Bod__._l? &
"In like mamer as ye have seen Him go."

Visibly.
¥In like manner as ye have gseen Him go." 'Behold He cometh with clouds; and every

gye shall sse Him.™

Suddenly.
Phs lightning cometh out of the east, and shineth even unto the west.?

Unexpectedly.
“Ag a thiefl In the night.,® Naturaily, a thief is not expecied when he comss.

Gloriously. :
The Son of Man shall come in the glory of His Father, with His angels.®

Time of His Return.

In the future.

o one kmows.

"Te know neither the day nor the hour wherein the Son of Man cometh.® MW that

day and hour knoweth no man, no, not the angels that are in hesven, neither the
Son, but the Father,V
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He does not went us to know the exact time, bub it is His desire that we shall be

ready &t any time. The fact of Bis return ig CQVﬁa_ﬁ, and thet is sufflcient for

our comfort. The time is uncertain, and that is sufficient for our dedieation of
fe to the lord.

The Challenge of FKis Return.

The return of our lord Jesus Christ is a wonderful incentive to mreparedness. This is
true because of what is going to take nlace when He returns. The first resurrsction
vwill be concurrent with the coming of the Saviour., ¥The Iord Himself shall descend
from heaven with a shout, with the voice o? the archangel, and with the trump of God,
and the dead in Chrisit shall rise first.” When Christ comes He will bring with Him

the spirits of those who have died in the Iord, At His shout of autbh orlhy the land and
the seas will give up the dust of those who, while on eartﬂ, belon red to Him. And
when the spirit end the body, divorced by the last enemy, which was death, meet in the
nresence of the Lord, He Mlll s0 wed them togeiher that neither Satan nor men will
egver again divide them agunder, "In a mﬁmenu, in the twinkling of an eye, at the

iest trump: for the trumpet shzll sound, and the dead shell be raised incorruptibls,
and we shall be changed. For this corruptible must put on 1ncorrunt10p, end this
mortal must put on immortality. So vwhen ithis corruptible shall have put on incorruption,
2nd thig mortal shall have put on Immortality then chall be brought to pass the saying

that is written, Death is swallewed up in victory.® Corinthisns 15:52-54. What a
day that will be when the incorrupiible bodies and the everlaegting spirits of those
whe have died in the lerd are reunited! No wonder the Word of God says, "Blessed and

holy is he that heth pert in the first resurrection." Revelsiion 20:6.

Next in order will be the tramsformetion of all the living ssints. "We shell not all
sleep, bul we shell all be changed.® I Corinthisns 15:51. In other words, millions
will never die.

"Oh, joy! oh, delightl should we go without dying,

No sickness, no sadness, no dread and no erying
Caught up through the clouds with the Iord into zlory,
When Jesus receives 'His own.'?®

"Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not vet appesr whet we shall be:
but we know thel, when he shall appesr, we shall be like him; for we shall see bim as

he ig.® I John 3:2,

When the bodies of the saints ave raised and "fashioned like unto His glorious body,”
and the children of God who have lmved 1o see that day shall be cbanwed to be like
Him, they shall be snatched awsy from 2ll danger and caught up together to meet the
Lord in the air. This word ”“oweuh v’ sugpests the blissful reunion which our'7onely
hearts lonz for and anticipate. 411 of God's children will share in this rapiure,
and they will never be sewarated. This will be a wonderful time of communlon—-the
communion of each with the other, znd of 211 with their Lord.

It is obvious to all thet this will bhe a time of seperation. Up to that time all the
living will have lived together, the gzood znd the bad, the richteous and the unrighteous,
the believers snd the unbelievers. Then, suddenly, ul” of those vwho belong to

Christ will be teken away, while all of those who are not His will be left behind to
await the judgment, Among those who will be left behind will be faise teachers, -
unregenerate church members and all unbelievers., Vhen Christ comes for Hisg own, all

who are not Christians will be left.

Even the closest associates will be separated when Christ comes. Two men will be
working in the same fleld; ome ghall be tsken and the other left. Twe humble women,
with the same occupation and interests, will be grinding at the same mill; one shall
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he teken and the cother left. Two men with the same homes discinline amd educstional
advantages may be sleeping in the ssme bed; one shall be taken and the other left.
Some members of the Temily will be taken by the Iord and others left. ¥Why is this

the case? DBecause some have made preparation for this great evenit by accevting fhrist
28 their Saviour, and others have failed to do so. 411 Christisns will be taken. A1l
who are not Christians will be left., 431 the saved will be caught up to meet the lord,
211 others will be left. And there is no hooe for thoge who ghall be left behind,
They may cry for mercy, but the door of mercy will be shut. They will be sevarated
Torever from all who have known Christ ss their Saviour.

.

hre vou ready for Bis coming? Are those whom you love ready? If not, get ready now

~t .

by accepting Christ as vour Saviour.



