TIN GUEST OF THE BEST

@égain,"th& kingdom of hesven iz like unio 2 merchant man, secking goodly pesrlis: Yho,

when he had found one pesrl of grest pries, vent and sold all that he had, and bought it,®

- Hatthew 13245, 46

Life is a2 genvoh., In both the 014 and Hew Testapents puch is sald shout seeking.
014 Testemendt worthles were commended because, like Ezrs, they prepered thelr hesaris
to sesk the Iaw. The suthor of Eeclesizstes seid thet he gave his heart {o the
sesrch For wisdom, The Peslms vepeatedly express thet noble desire, "0h, God, Thou
ert my Gody Early will I seek Thes.” We cannct ignors the definite Injunction of
the Lord Jesus to esek flpst the Hingdom of God. In one of His pictorsl passogss
ovr lord declsred that the Zingdon of Heaven could be thought of in the lerms of

& sesrch, It wse, he said, ®Like 2 merchanit sseking gondly pearlis.®

This texi gives uz one ocutstanding cherssteristic of the kingly end gueenly life,
nemely, the guest for the best, or a sesvch for the superletive in 1ife, Witk match-
lees skill the mester srtist paints the pértreit of the pesrl seeker., The questfor
the best has nought of the visionary, credulous, or the idler. It demands the secker.
Sugh 2 gecker wns the merchent vho wms menilioned in the texi, '

Jesus regardad this meprchant with whole<heerted spproval. He sdmired his pvurposeful
ness, his enargisg, and his good sense, He wes fascineted by his decision of
chapsoter, and be the senity and courage which 1sid behind 1%, This werchant knev
how to use 1ife and that ils & Enouledgs that iz worth possessing. It iz alsc a
knowledgs that ig 2ll too rare. '

There is 2 story of & man who owned s fime old violls. Butb instend of learning to
make voorl the angel cholr hat homed withis it, He used it merely &8s & prop to keep -

. open the doowr of his cabin, Thus often, we, too, furble the big business of Iliving.

There are those who spend thelr strength and daye in the gquest of noney. They are

Cgealous for srtifiecisl gems and they miss the goodly pesris, Judap had the privilege
- of living with the Haster day by day. He used his privilege in the quest of money,

i.

ard &1l that he got out of his supreme advantage wae thirty pleces of silver, He
missed the pearls. In srdsr that we might aveid the fragedy of foolishly funbiing
the bizg business of life, lat us glve emrnest sitention to this wize merchent. There
are zome Tacts about him that mre wsll worih cur considersiion and imiltation,

He had o defindte purpsse in life.

He knevw ewactly at vhat mark he wuns going Yo alp end what goal he was goling to seek,
and his mind erd heart were in his work. The adventages of this are meoy.

1. It is sgsentisl to happinees,

#o purposeless soul iz ever hsppy. Life never becomes truly heppy wntil it is
touched by the skilled fingers of & worthy purposs. Much of the prevelling
restisssnese and wreitchedness of our day are due to sheer simlessness., Too meny
are possessed by the Jjoy-riderts attitunde towerd 1ifs, They sre indifferent
both ae to direction snd az to destinstion., They heve ss puch business st one
pisce 28 2% another., Thus they not only buwrn up their snmergles withoul geiting
anyvhere, but they even miss the jJoy of the ride. This merchent hs? & real
reason for cerrying on. His energies were turned inte hie business, Pearl
hunting was the one object of his life., He wms in sesrch of goodly peerlsz and
he sought them with a1l diligesnce; therefore, he wrs headed for success,



¢ It iz 2 prereculszite Bo power,

B

It is said thet there is heat snough in one acre of sunshine to blsst the very
rocks like bits of gunpowder if the raye uwsre only foeslized., There are alse
energles enocugh in the weakest of us for the ageomplishment of worth-vhile tasks
if these ensrgies were only foesliized. That wvhich is needed %o foeslize them is
s fominete purpose.

then we resd thet Denisl purposed in hilis hesrt, we know 2t ocnoe that Bebylon must
reckon with hinm, It could mo more igoovs Daniel than it eouid ignore the law of
gravitation., He beosme 2 powver, znd he romaine & power, The intervening centuries
have dealt hershiy with the big eily thet once stood oz the Euphratss. They have
tore down Lte high wells; desecrsted its palsces and femples and kicked its swing-
ing gprdens into hespe of rubbiszh, Hot withstanding the faet that nothing is left
of the Babylon of thet distant day, the influvence of the character and life of
Peniel remadms. His purpose mede him stvonger than the passing yeers. Ve, there-
fore, congrstulnte this puwrroseful merchant for treveling on the pathwey to

Jovous and strong living.

11, He Was & Seceker After the Best

He was nmot simply 2 meeker alter the goody he was 2 sseker aflsr the best. He was nut
upon & quest for pesrls. How the pearl was ithe most priesless jewel in that day, In
gecking for peariz, therefore, he was sesking for those valoss that were supreme, Oo
just such & high nvest should you and I be found. The very best im 1ife is within
our reseh if we ars bt willing %o pay the price. And beosuss we csn achleve or
obtain the best, it bscomes owr solemn dubty %o do sc, Ho ome of us has a right to

be setisfied with any lesser walues then those that are SUPTOmG .

But how far henesth sur privileges do meay of us f9111 There sre some thai seke cholice
of that whieh is worthlsse, There are sven those thet choose whst iz worse than wrihe
iess, the positively vicions. But it is not the guest of the vicicus that I fesr for
moet of youm, it is rather the guest of the triflinmg, or the guest of the second best,
The guestion of right and wrong is not soc compelling tedsy ss it should be. There hos
been & bresking down of old senctions, 2 flinging away of olf standerde and restraints,
The difference between right and wreng is to meny 85 vagee snd hezy as the horizon on &
wigty morning, Suppose then we bring this test. Are the ends we are secking worth

" while? Are they importent or ere they trivial? IAre they of supreme valne or are they
nerely secondary? '

What are vou afier? If you win the prize for which you sre pew spending your iifs,
what will you have? If you remch the gosl toward which you are now driving, vhere
will you perk vhen sundown comes? Tou have only ome life to invest, ¥hst are you
buying with 1t? Some ysars age s group of boys usre standing near the bank of the
Tenressee Hiver when it was at [lood stage. About & hundred yards from the bamk of
the piver there wee 5 luwber pile whose top wes jJust above the weter. Suddenly these
boye sew & rabbit, thet hed been driven out of its barrow by the high wster, tske
refuge on that pile of lekber. OUme of the boys sald, "] am going out apd catceh thet
rabbit.? 5o he got inte = freil csnoe, mede his way to the lusber pile, caught the
rebbit, killed it, and put 1t down i his pocket. Hetber started beck to the shore.
Hig boet siruck = btrescherous current, he lost controel of 1%, mlloued it to capsize,
ard was drowned, Three days ister they found his body, They brought it to lend and
imid it on the fresh green grass, Then, one of his companiong came forward and drew
the dead rebbit fros his pocket and, holding it up, seid, "This ls the thing for
which he guve his 1ife.® How chesply he sold cut! Yet many & man who bas pessed for
a success in the eyes of the world has sold out for less thanm s dead rabbit,



I1I. He ¥as = Good Judge of Velues .

In mental vision we can follew the pearl merchant =8 he passes from one city to ancther,
rensseking the femous bagasrs in his "gquest for the best¥ among the gems of the earth.
One day thers fliashed before his gaze a pearl of wondrous beawty. With tingling nerves
and throbbing hesrt he locked upon it, It was perfeet inm ite symmetry, peerless in
lustre, and febujous in price. This men recognized the best vhen he saw it. He wms e
good iwdge of wvalues. How importsnt that is! There sre gradations of value even amohg
good things. Thers are pearls and better pearls, and the kingly apd cueenly life is
Known by ite pursuit of the best., The mestery of the secrete of the visible world, er
knovledge is 2 good thing., Horal end spiritusl discernment, or wisdom is a better
thing., Acouaintanece iz a good thing; friendship is & better thingy love is the best
thing, The respsct of others is & good thing; self-respeet is & better thing; a fine,
untroubled congcience is the best thing., Love for those who love us is & good things
“love for our meighbors is 2 better thing: love for our ememies is the best thing.

The mea who would succeed in any business must be & good judge of the valves with which
he has o dezl. I he is not, dlsmster is prectically certein., The merchent described
in cur text knew hiz businesg. Fe had breadth of outlook; ebility fto fix atliention on.
detailes method and order in his work; and decision of mind. He could fell the worthfel
from the worthless, He eould tell the pearls fror psste. He could tell the best from
the zocond besl. Therefore, vhen he Tound the beset, hs knew it, S

But meny of us sre not so wise. Agpin end agein we see ren durn from vslues thet are
resl to pursue mers gavdy things, Ho wonder Isslish shoubts afbter such with Franiia
smrnestness, 'Whersfore do you spend woney for thet which Is not bresd?” JHo wonder
Pavl, in praying for his friends, sske that they zay have the wisdow o sprrove the
things that sre excellemt, What blunders we make! Often we ~re deceived by ouluard

. appearances. We allow mere glamor fo bewitch us. Often we are eonfused by the erowd.
We mee tho multitude wmedly scrembling afier certain things, and we decide that because
8o reny sre seeking to win these prizes that they sumst of necesslty he of great value.
As a boy, I used to Teod the hogs. - I would porr out a baskel of corn thet wag pople
for all, But often ons foolish hog would greedily grab an ear and run off with it as
if he had cornered the corn orop of the world, Bub instesd of igroring this foollsh
fellov, twe or thres other hogs wounld stert off sfter him, lesving 2 pumber of esrs
_iust me good lying on the ground., Whet wss the ratter? Ii seemed to them that this

. fellow hed sonething bigger snd better then anvthing %o be hed elseviere. And we, B
too, are constently being taken irn by this hog-philosophy. Bow meny of us are
pursuing prizes of vhose worthfulress we heve no bebter proof than that they are peing
gought by the erowd. BPul wvhat the multitude im seeking ls = rether poor test of what
ie of real worth. Thers sre tesits, however, upor which we mey rely., The great -
tests of value Braies g

1, Barity,

4 thing {5 veluzble according to its scarcepess, This test sy slsc be upplied to
religion. Real religion means holiness and haprinees, vhich sre rere things Iz

this world, The most preciows thing vnter hesven is the religlon which will make
vou holy and happy. As John Bunyan seid, "It is only to be had st ove storehouse,

apd if you apply there vou cen get it withovt either womey or priece.F
2. The verdist of & cozpetent avthority.
3. Adsptebility.

Doss i% mest owr deepest neede? Values that are resl satisfy, This at owvee rules
our mere things., Fo pan, hovever suceessful; cen ever hope to seitlsfy the bhungers
of his hesrt by his worldly winnings. Sip=stained as we are, Gol knows ve need &
Seviour most of all, Thank God, that Seviow is found in Jssus Christ, and ¥e is
adapted to our highest snd deepest reeds, ‘



4, Drrability,

Penl velues sbide after all teste sre sppiled, They ere nol subject to fluctuvatlions.
“here are values, thenk God, that are siill at per. FHow ablideth faith, hope, love,¥
ard these are &g priceless as they ever were. Faith ie worth just ss muck in these
trying times as it wee In the long 2g0. Yope is still st par. Of course, love ie
at per. It is just ss priceless row ae when it sent Jesus bo teke little children
inte His eyms or to go out s the Good Shepherd in quest of the sheep that was losb.
So preciovs is it thet the richest is & henkrupt without it, while the poor who
posseas it srve infinitely rich. ¥ew Gof grsnt ve an eye for the vainsg thet are
rapl,

IV, He Determined %o Get the Best,

When he sow the pearl, his eyes sparkled. “Hhet's the priee?® he asked in s voles
that he Pownd heed to contrel. The snswer 4id not frighten him in the least. Without
hesitation he sneversd firmly, ¥I will tske it." Trmedintely and jorfully he sold all
he had mnd housht it, and it wms s purchase which he never regretted. This purchease
merked the very peak of his wisdom. A1l his ceeking, 81l his Tinding, and all his
keen spprecistion of values would have gome for nething but for this.

b5 I vemind wou, my unssved Triends, that 14 i whterly imvossible for you o save
yourgelvss, I am happy to tell vou thri my Savicur, the lord Jesus Christ, can save
you, In Christ there is 2ll you need - rardon and forgivemess of your sips, grace
to maintsin your cheracter and to ouslify you for hemven. There is 2ll in Christ
that vou need, Aseapt Him and surrender your sll to Him now and thus recelive His
wordesful sslvation, FPollowing your confession of Him as you Sevicwr, ever siter
he set of purpose, broed in oublook, intelliigent in wethod, decisive in seilen,
expert of values, snd tirveless of energy &s youu Live end work for Him,



