MESTING LIPESS EMERCEHCIEZS
Mark 8:1-9; of ., Matthew 15:32-39

Christ was in the region of Deecapolis. A great sultitude had follewed
iim for the purpese of wituessing His sirvacles and of hearing those
eracious words of divine wisdom which Tlowed from His blessed lips. In
their caperness to accospany lim they had neglected to make due provision
for theis physical seeds. Having continued with lim feor three days, they
were a great distance Trom their honmes and without anything te eat. It
. woas as true then as 16 im now that a hunpry crowd does not make the bast :
kind of an aundience for & preacher, even theugh he be the Savieur Himself.
A4 men is more likely to be thinkisop of his stomach than of the needs of :
his goul, so the Lopd decided to take care of the situstion.

§h$1$$ had coupassion on the multitude, These wmr%&, “eompassion® gud
waultitnde,” are inseparably linked ﬁ@g@ﬁﬁay and give us 42 wonderfully
beautiful p&@%ﬁ?@ of the MYaster Smong stumers. Compasgion is one of the
greatest words in the umers language. The more we sbtudy it the more it
gets hold of us. Io many regpects it ig & &ﬁwﬁﬁgﬁr word than "love,®
because it ewmbraces it. Cospassion is leve im action. Literally the
word means Lo move toward, Christ se loved the multitude that lHe aected in
their behalf. e meved towsrd them with His heart of love and His hand of
help, Hﬂwﬂﬂﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ %Xﬁﬂ?ﬁ carries with it %ﬁ@ idea of love linked to labor
or heart joined to hand.

It is interesting to note how the word “cowpassion® is umed in the Gospels.
When the father saw the F?ﬁdig&i Bon coming home in rags, without shoes

d bungry, %he had compassion on him.® je was soved toward him. IU
is used of the pood Sameritan., Yhen the good Semaritan came along down
the road and heard the groaning of a =man, he was moved teoward him. It is
used of the master of the debitor. When the servant who owed hig lerd more
than he could pay s&zﬁ, “have patience with ze,” his naster was moved
toward him. I& is used of the lord Jesus with reference to four persons..
When He saw the leper, le was noved toward him, ¥When He saw the two blind
zen and heard their ery for help, He was moved toward them. When le saw
the grief of the widow of liain, He was moved toward her. There are three
eccasiong in which it ig used of the m iﬁxﬁﬁﬁe, when le gaw the gick, the
Ctired gand the bhungry

e

Because Cheist had cowpassion on the suliitade of the huangry foll in the
desert, He was unwilling to send Lhen away without providing food for them.
He not only nolticed their lumpger at the moment, but He aleso loresaw what
would come of it., ¥hile their imsediate hunger touched the Ssviour; He

- wae not upmindful of its later conseguences. They would go back to their
hones in the mountains; but on the way gome of thesm would fadnt and fall

- in sheer exhasustion bocause of the lach of proper food, The very thought
of this aroused Uis syupathy, and e was soved toward the smltitude.

- Paced with this pregsing @@@%3@% of the famishing multitude, Christ ashed ;
e disciples, ﬁﬁﬁw many loaves have ye?® They veplied, "Seven, and 2 Tew
1ittle Ffishes.® If iz not surprising thal the disciples declared their
~dnability to meet the emergency and to supply the needs of the ma&ﬁx@ﬁé@,
After commending the multitude to sit down en the ground, Cherist took the
EBRger provisions which they had and @X@?@%ﬁ%ﬁ thankse unto God for them,.
In dedng this o taught %%@ ?mfwmtaam@ of m&z@g*i%@ bounties of Codfs




.

. providence with thankfulsess. e wants all wvho partake of lis mercies to

acknowledge then devoutly and epenly., If Chedst, in vhose hands the loaves
and fishes multiplied, would not distribule without [irst giving thanks,
how mnch move are we bound to be thankful for those supplies of feood which
day after day we are permitied to enjoy. UVow terrible to eat and drink o
while ungretefully forpetting the Ciwveril Afier He had gives thasks for the
loaves aund fishes, our Lord multiplied them and gave them to the disciples,
who in turn served the waiting multitude. He made that small amount of
fouod more than encugh to satisfy the needs of the thousands who were
present. Haviog supplied thelr needs and satisfied their umger, our Lowd
gzr anded Hie disciples bo gather up the frageente so that a waste might
averted, ) : ’ - : S

Whether temporal or spiritual, God's gifts are never o be wasted. Je 3
gives with a splendid liberality, but le does so in order thal His giftis

may be used and not wasted, Whenmthe disciples took sp vhat was lefi, it

was enough to Fill seven baskets. The diseiples found that, vhile thus

- obeying the orders of Christ in feeding the multitude, there was still

which werc left either ;
was demipned to show that the pewer of Christ was by no medns exhausted,

left in the fragaents that remained the ssme provision as at first to supply
their own needs. They not only had enough, but there was plenty T¢ sparve.
Thare is always scusthing left over vhen God gives. Un every occasion,

when our Lewd perforacd & miracle of thie nature, we find that the fragments
senallcd or exceeded the original supply. This

nor His mesns of relief in the least degree impoverished by the sumbers -

4hat He had to feed. What a cheering truth is this to refleect upon that,
‘however great and urgent may boe the wants of w
“bey; we have One bte apply to,

enn and however many there may
; whose divine power and goodness are alike
inexhaustible and Whe is sble to do for us exceeding abundantly abeove all .
that we cac ask or think?l Let uws learn from this incident that whatever

we may expend fopr the sake of Christ He will repay. s : '

There is a rvemarkeble display of the thonghtfulness and kindnese of eur
Saviour is this airacle. 7The perception of a need was followed immediately

- by the miraculous supply of it. This iz the way in vhich He deals with iis

followers in spiritual matters. Whes He gives us & work to do, He gives

. ug everyihing that is necessary Tor its pevformance.  VYhen He lays a cross.

gpon us, He alse Purnishes us with what is nccessary to sustain us under

it. When Ho sends us on & journey, He oxercises great care to supply us

with is grace se that we shall not feint by the way.

Upon seeing the hanger; thirst &ﬁﬁ‘ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ—@§'ﬁﬁﬁ multitude,; Christ was moved

=

toward them to help them., Do you have a compassion for the multitude akin
to His? Teue compassion ig love im action. Never forget that Tact. '
Chriet chose to use the provieions which were at hand when He fed the

C multitude. This proves that He does not despise ner dispense with aman

seans or sgencies. -Moreover, when e provides there iz always were than
enough for the peeds of auy and all, . L

.‘%Evﬁf @emémﬁﬁﬁ'%ﬁaﬁ Christ calls us to tasks for whieh our rescurces are .
‘entirely insdequate. The work to vhich He calls us always lies in the

region of the humanly ispossible. Preaching and tesching get novhere iz

they accomplish only what we can de in our own streagth. HReal success

comes from facing end doing the humanly impossible. One thinks of David
Livingstone, who was beset by o much ignorance, supergtition, vice and.
eruelty that & less couragecus spirit would have surrendered and quil.

Yet, without his efforts where would Africa De today? Phillips Brooks

put his finger on our need when he Lold us net to pray Tor tasks agaal

to our powersmt for strength egual te our tasks,
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T all that is committed to our charge, we must strive to be good stewards

of the manifold gifts of God. Let us turs everything to a good accouni .

In the use of our time, talents and possessionsg, let us be careful that
nothing be lost. It is & sin to waste or lose Lime, lalents and oppertunities.

When you are confronted with some emergency in life which, at first glance,
appears to oubt-measure your ability altogether, follew the example of our
Saviour in this remarksble incident. Take an inventory of whal rescurces
and ability you do possess. Chrismt said, "low many loagves have ye?®

- This is always His question when an emergeney ardises. Take an inveniory
of your kmowledge, energy; love and opportunity. Then, when an emergency
arisesy renesber your past mercies., Remember what God has done for you
alrveady. Then, in emergencies, with your useager loaves and few fish,
enter inte special partnership with Christ. W"He took the seven loaves

. and the few small Pishes.® The disciples were willing for Him to take

them., An smergency often forces us into move dependence on and a closer
neartuess to the lord. In emergencies, always put the will of Christ iate
practice. -

Cod¥s Word tells us that the hunpgry multitude ate and were filled. The .
glorious thing about salvation and all of CGod's other gifts is the fact
that they fully supply and completely satisfy every need of the soul.
Moreover, it is encouraging to remcuber that the Lowdly power is not
exhaustible. The twe great needs of the hangry soul, whiech our Saviour
iz ever ready to supply, are grace and peace., These spiritual gifis are
as necesssry for the sculls comfort as bread is for the sustainiag, _
strengthening and refreshing of our bodies. Since our lord is unchanging,
what He has dome for other people He caun and will do for us under similar
circumstances. He, Who fed more thar four thousand from seven loaves

of bread and a few swall fish, will not Find it hard to Feed your hungry
moul. : ' o

"The King of heavesn Hisg table spreads;
Angd dainties crown His board. ‘
Mot all the beasted joys of earth o

Could sueh delight afford.

“Pardon and peace to dylang men,

And endless 1ife are glvens

&nd the rich blood that Jesus shed -
Te raise cur pouls to heaven.

®rhousands of seuls la glory now,
Yere fed and feasted herej -
And thousands more still on the way
Areund the board appear.”

Are wou one of these blessoed ounes?



