ALEAD US NOT INTO TEMPTATIONY
¥ind lead us not into temptation, btut deliver us frem evil." Matthew 6:13.

This prayer is one of constant movement. The first section of 1%, which has to do with
God, moves fram the immer sirine of worship to the outer sphere of service. The second
part, which has to do with ocarselves, moves from the outer place of naterial necessity right
down t¢ the inmer realm of spiritusl cenflict. ‘

As we repeat this prayer, we go down the ladder. But even as we ory to God, dependent on

Him for every necessity, we sre not at the botiom. We sbill have to see ourselves as simmers,
and discover with strong comviction omr deep need. "Lead us mnot into temptation"--here we
touch the very depths, for not omly are we simners, but we are desperately afraid that we
should be even more sinful.

It is a picture of our growth in Ghristian experience. In the esrly days of Christian life
we ory, "Our Father,® as we enter inte thet new relatlonship threegh faith in Jesus Christ,

being born again by His Spirit. We can eall God "Our Father.!

Then we begin to worship Himy we seek to be used by Him and become concerned about dolng
His will. We quiekly diseover how Gependent we are mpon Him in every detail of our lives,
and we begin really to understand what sin is. We are mzhled as we go on in the Christian
1ife. The flesh is still with uws and it wars against the Spirit. We discover that we have
entered a bremendous conflict. JWe must give ourselves in utiter survender to God, and enter
into ‘the woerfare with complete dependence on the grace of God if we are to triumph. Some
day we will rejoice to see the Savicur through whose power we have won. _

tForgive us our debits®--thai concerns the past. Bub now we pray, "Lead us not into tempitation,*
and that concerns the future. Forgiveness is the beginning, but not the end. It is the
first thing aboubt the Christian 1life. _

John related the story of the woman who was brought inte the presence of Ghrist and charged
with adultery. He did nobt pronounce harsh judgment upon this shame-stricken woman. When
her accusers, made cowards by their own comsciences, slunk awsy ome by one, leaving the
sinner alope with the Saviour, His word to her wis one of pure compassion, "Neither do I
condenn thee." There was pardon for her black sin, forgiveness fer her sinful past. But
hawing forgiven her, Christ did not Jet her go without laying a command vpon her. This
forgiven womsn was not at liberty to return to bher old life of folly and sheme, Dismissing
her, Christ said, "Go, sin no more." The forgiven person must not return to his old life

ef sin.

After forgiveness comes the life of struggle and conflict against the world, the flesh and
the devil. After the blotbing out of the sinful past comes the earnest siriving to keep
the record of the future clean. The struggle, the conflict and the battle come after pardon
has been bestowed. When Ghrist whispers into ocur ears the gladsome message, "Thy sins arve
forgiven thee,® He lays upon us also the command, ¥@o, sin no more.”

uForgive us our debts® is a prayer that God will blot out the record of past sin. ".ead

ws not inte temptation® is s prayer for protection in the future, The man who has truly
repented of his sin wents not simply the past to be blotted out, but also grace io shan

sin in the days to come. He wants not only to be delivered from the penalty of sin, but he
also longs to be emancipated from its power. Do net let the freensss of forgiveness lead
you to think lightly of sin. In ths early days of Christianity some interpreted the freeness
of forgiveness as a ligense to sin. They itried to persuade themselves that they were doing
God a favor by conbtimuing their old wicked practices, as the greater their sins were the
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dts forgiving love displayed. They simned, so they said,
ihe notion that sin was light, trivial and cheap,
ivial? Look at the cross of Christd
It cost God the 1life of His

finer their opportunity of seeing Go
that grace wight abound. How false was
and that pardon was free. Sin light? Sin cheap? Sin tr
Measure the enormity of sin by the sscrifice of the cross.
own Son to deliver us from it.

"There was no other good enocugh
Te pay the price of sin,

He only could unieck the gate
Of heaven and let us in.*

Shall we continue in sin that grace may abound? God forbidl for by every sin of ours we
erucify the lord afresh, and put Him to an open shame. The program of the Christian life

is not sin and pardon, day after day, but pardon, sanctification and godly living. There

is something radieally wrong with us if sin has as great a power over us today as it had
ten years age. Repentance 1s never germuine and sincers unless it creates withim us a haired
and loathing of sin. We have never been truly forgiven if we can go on siming the ¢ld
sins day after day; for we never hear Christ say to us, "Thy sins are forgiven thee,®
without hearing Him add this charge, "From henceforth sin no more."

Tn & world se full of trial and temptation, so fall

of seductions and enbicements to evil, how hard it is for poor, weak men to obey the coumand,
"Go, sin mo mere." In a world that presses in dpon us on every side, that spreads its giitver-
ing prizes before our eyes to tempt us, how hard it %5 te be wmworldly, teo hold earthls

best gifts cheap, while we seb our affections on things abovel To obey that command, we

need help and strength. The task is teo diffienlt for us. It is more than we can do in

our own stremgth. Seo we cast ourselves on the Lord saying, "Have pity on our weakness, and
bring us not into temptation.®” It is a ery to God that He will not vermit the world te

overcome us, and drag us again to sin.

But the command is a hard one to obey.

A1l of us know semething of tempitation. We have had more or less to with it from our
youth, It is a part of the persomal experience of every ome of us.

What iz temptation? As used in the Scriptures, the word has two common meanings.

I. Temptation Is An Inducement To Evil.

Tt is an appealing invitation to teke the wrong road. Human 1ife is beset with tempitaitien.
Mo opne is exempt from it. No moment of the day is free from i%t. Ineitements to sin
abound. Invitetions to enter the broad way meet us ab every turn. Wherever man is,

there is temptation. There is no escape from it. Never a day passes but in some way

or obher an appeal is made to ocur lewer nature, and we are urged to yield.

11, Temptation Is A Test Or Trial.

This is the meaning that it has in our texbt. Such tests, when met along $he path of
duty, are intended for our good, They are to minister to cur strength and to our growih
in Christ-likeness. They are to do for us what the sculptor does for the rude block of
marble. The presence of evil in ocur world, bthe inducemenis Lo evil that abound, looked
at from God's standpoint, are tesits of character and strengih.

This verse implies the weakuess of man. VYiead us not inte temptation,” into testing,
because We are so prone to break down under the trial. The attack of temptation from
without is made formidable by the weakness and treachery within. It is because we know
our osn weakness, how liable that we are to hreak down under any severe tesi; thet we
pray, "Lead us not into temptation.” There is in all of vwes 2 bias toward sin, an
inclination toward evil. It is easier for us to do wrong than to do vight. To do evil
ie easy; you have only to shout with the crowd or to swim with the stream. But, to de



-3

right is hard; you must swim against the current, you must dare to siand slene. It is
just this that gives temptation its power and makes it terrible. HNobody 1s strong enough
to resist every allurement. . '

The experience of God's forgiving mercy makes a Christian realize his own weakness. It
also causes the child of God to long to be holy. No Christian can be anything but 2
hypoerite unless the outcome of his experience is an intense desire for holy living.

When a child of God locks up into the face of his Father, he hungers and thirsts after
a pure and a godly life. He hates the things that he used o love, and he loathes the
things to which once he was wedded. He seeks to discover the secret of walking with

God in victory.

N¥o wonder this petiliom, "Lead us not into temptation,® finds a place in our hearts
daily. How we dread to meet the enemy, for we know how weak we are! WUnless the Lord
matches the onslanghts of Sztan with His omnipotent strengbh, we will go on in defeat,

What is the source of temptation? Some might think that the prayer, ¥iead us not inte
temptation," implies that God tempts His children, that He leads them into circumstances
which are cziculated to trip them., Is that trme? Nol! James 1:13 says, "Let no man
say when he is tempied, I am tempted of Ged: for God camnot be tempted with evil,
neither tempteth he any mam.® God never invites any man to take the lower road. Yet
manmy wrongs have been wrought by those who claimed divime zmthority for their deeds.
Temptation iz always dangerous, but it is never so deadly dangerons as when we persuade
curselves that the volce thet ealls us to take the wrong road is that of God. An
invitation to do wrong never comes from God. We never stand at the forks of the road,

. but that God is there, wooing us to itske the right turm.

Let us ever remember that temptation, in itself, is never sin. We sin only when we
vield to temptation. What, then, is to be the deepest dread of every forgiven person?
What is your deepest dread? From what do you shrink more than from all else? Some are
afraid of microbes and germs. Some are afrsid of suffering. Some are afraid of poverty.
Scme are afraid of discomfort. Some fear urpopularibty and eriticism. Some are afraid
of death., Bubt the one thing that we ought o fear is sin. That was the case with the
early Christians immediately after Pentecost, Persecution wes abread, but when they
bowed in prayer, for what did they ask? HNot for delliverance from shame or death. WAnd
now, Lord, behold their threatening: and grant wnite thy servants, that with all boldness
they may speak thy word." Their one gripping fear was that, in the face of a great
opportunity, they might fall into the terrible sin of cowardice.

We should pray, "Lead us not into temptation,® with the full assurance thabt if we give

God the ordering of ocur lives, He will be our sufficiency and make us conguerors, and

more than comquerors through Him Who loves us. The Ghristian 1ife is to be one of victory.
Listen to these glorious promises from His Word: UGod is falthful, whe will not suffer
you bo be itempted above that ye are able, but will with the temptatbtion make a way of
escape, that ye may be able to bear it." YThe lord knoweth how to deliver the godly

cut of temptabion.® ®I will keep you also in the hour of temptation.® He can be counted

on gbsolutely. He will never fail us nor forsske us.



