O WHAT ARE YOU BUILDING?
Matthew 7:24-27

These are the concluding words of Christfs great Sermon on the Mount,

and startling and hearb-searching words they are. The people had listened
to Him with peeuliar interest and, when He had finished, were amazed at
both what He had said and the spirit in which He had salid it.

This sermon was the longest of our Lordts recorded messages. His discourses
were generally very short, but they contained great truths. He neither said
too much nor too little but just what the occasion reguired, There were

no guibblings, no useless disputations, nor any metaphysical refinements

in His sermons. They were serious, plain, vastly important and calculated

te do great good.

Hobody ever listened to Christ without hearing the truth. Those who heard
Him proclaim the truth were highly favered. However, it is nol enough just
to hear the truth. The hearing of the truth ought to do three things fTor
us., First, it should stir our feelings. Some people say that emoction should
be left cut of religion, but a person without feelings is dead. When you
=ee apd understand one of God's truths, it should stir your heart. Second,
the hearing should stimulate your thinking., God¥s Word says, "Come now,
and let us reason together, saith the Lord® (Isaiah 1:18}. Without reason
and intellipgent thinking cur emotions get out of hand. Third, the sermon
should inspire us to some action. It is not encugh for a sermon just to
make ug fesl good or to make us think. Discoasions of religiocn may be
enjovable, but we need to remember that Christ said, ®Therefore whoscever
heareth these savings of mine, and doeth them, ¥ will liken him unte a wise
man, who built his house upon a roek® (Matthew 7:24},

One of the amazing things about the preaching of Christ was how He counld
make so clear the eternal truths of God with such cosmmonplace illustrations,
For example, He showed that building your life is like building a house.
Either can be built on the rock er on the sand,

ITe %he Parable.

1. Two builders, ” : .
Two men were impressed equally with the need of building a house.
They perceived the necessity of shelter from the rains., They were
alike in their desire of being shielded from floeds and protected
from the winds. The advantage of a house in which to dwell was
evident to both. :

These men were alike in that they resclved to obtain what they
neaded--a hosse. Their determination was net in words only, but

in deeds, for they both resolutely set to work to build. Fet

only did both of them undertake to build a house, baut each persevered
wntil he finished his structure.

2. Twe foundations.
¥aturally the first consideration in the erectien of each heuse
was that of the foundation. The character of a foundation is
determined by the importance of the structure that is to rest on
it. In all buildings great care should be taken to lay a good
foundation; for if that be defective, the superstructure, however
beautiful, is a piece of folly. The foundation imparts strength
to the superstructure; therefore, it is of the atmost importance.
Any wise builder will be careful about his foundation.



2., Two hiouses. :
The sensible man buwilt his house upon the roeck, but the feolish
man built his heuse upon the sand. Externaily both houses appeared
to be well built and comfortabls. There was a greal ditffersnce
between thew in & most essential point, and that wes in their
Foundabions. 1t is not without significemce that the main difference
in these bwe buildings laid out of sight, underground. How many

there are whe seem to think that if s thing is out of aidght 1t may

as well be out of mindl

Crie house was built oz solid reck and the other on sinking sand.
The stability of any house depends ultimately on the stremgth of
its foundation. If that be faulty, no matter how good the materials
of which it is compesad or how reliable the workmamship of those
engaged in its construction, it will not stand the test of time.

4., Two results. ,
Tt is thrillipg to hear Christ describe the testing of the house’
which was built upen the reck. He sazid, ¥And the raia descended;
and the floods came, and the winds blew, and beal tpon that house;
and it fell mot.” There you have a picture of strength and stability.
The rain descended very heavily and threatemed to wash the house
away, but it was built upon a rock, and nsot only did the house
stand, bubt the map inside foumd great comfort in if. When iLhe
pelting torrent héeat on the roof and the gusts of wind thrust the
rain against the windows he waes indeed happy that he had such a
shelter. Then cane the Tloeds. They would have undermined the
foundations, if possibhle, but they did noi have any effect on the
solid rock. The man was safe, happy and grateful that he had bailt
on such a fowndation.

Our Loerd also said that a foelish man built a house on the sand,
#And the rain descended, and the floods came, and the winds blew,
and beat uwpen that house; and it fell: and great was the fall of
it."® He was very shortsighted. He Jdid not exercise apny forethonght.
He did not recken with the future. Te this thoughtless and careless
fellow, the sand loocked like a peod and sasy place teo builsd a

house without going to the trouble and expense of having a sclid
feundation,

II., The Application.

1. All of us are builders.
When our Lord spoke of building He did so with special autherity,
because that was in the realm of activity in which He had considerable
experience. As a carpenber, He doubtless did meore than make chairs,
tables and farm implements. In all probability, He worked at the
task of erecting houses.

#Iantt it strange

That princes and kings

And clowns that caper

In sawdust riags,

Aind common people

Like you and ne

Are builders for eteraity?®

By the house one builds we are to understand the life he lives
with all that it emtails. It includes the inclinations of his
heart, the thoughts of his mind; the words of his lips and the
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acts of his life. These are the materials which are making up the
stroctuare of your 1life. You are certainly building a characier and
a life.

All of us have a choice of foundations.

In business we take stock mew and Lhen To see where we sbtand, and
wisely so. It ig iust as important Lo do so with eur lives. The
very Tirst thing Lo exsmine is ithe foundation en which yom are
building, Only the person whe builds on the right foundation is
equipped te meel whaltever 1ife mav Lring. '

While all of us are builders, we do not all build in the seme

fashion. There are those whe build wisely., There are others who
brild Toelizhiv. TIf iz not their wickedness thet is emphasized,

but their silliness. But, whether wisely of foolishly, all of us

are building., On what are you building--rock or sand? What we

are teday depends. opn how well we built yesterday. What we ghall

be tomorrow will depend on how well we build Teday. While what we

are is of wvast importance, what we are becoming is still mere impertant

ALL frundations will be tested.

The rgirp typifies afflictiens from heaven., The fleoeds typify the
trials that srise from earth. In former davs the floods of persecutien
were meore terrible than now, bult perseconticon is still Felt; and,

if wou are a Christian, yod will have to bear a measure of it., Cruel
meekings apre still used against the children of God. {Can yeu besr
siander and reprosch for Christ's sake? Fot unless you are fFirmly
rected and grouaded.

The rain will descend upon every life. The rain eof discouragement
will certainly come., Frequently somebody pians wisely and well,
works hard, aschieves a measure ef success, has every reasen to
expect greater prosperityv, and then Trom some unfereseen source
the crash comes. The rain of discouragement is often fellowed by
that of perplexity and bewilderment. ¥wWhat shall we do? Whalt can
we do?

Into the life of everyome there comes disappoeintment, sickness and.
death., Grief of one sort eor ancther drives its plewshare deep

into the human heart. As an old proverb in the East has it, "Every
man has a date with adversity and it is a date which adversity never
forgets to meet.® Iastings said, "The diffepreéence between men and
women is not the measure of advergily which comes to them (though
some do experience more adversity than others), but what they do
with adversity when it appears.®” In every life, sconer or later,
the rains descend;, the winds beat, the floéds rise, but for one
man the house of 1ife falls im ruins, while for another it stands
secure; and the difference lies not in the intensity of the stomm,
but in the power Lo withstand.

Sterms reveal the gquality of onets 1life., One stands firm under

the strain, while ancther cellapses. UOne day BEramwell Booth went

t¢ his father; the general,; to explain te him that the physicians
could not do anything mere for his eyes. Bramwell broke the news

as gently as he could. The old man said, ¥You mean that T am blind.®
#] fear we must contemplate that,® sajid Bramwell., %I shall never

see your face again?? asked the general. ¥No, probably not in this
world,;® said the sen. The general!s hand moved slewly across the
counterpane, until it grasped his son's hand, Then he said, %"God
must know best, Bramwell. I have done what I could for Ged and
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for the people with ny éyes. Now I shall do what I can for Ged
and for the people without my eyes.®

Al resvlts will not be the same. ' :

Regardless of how sheltered your house may be, the tempest is sure
te break sconer or later. Whether vow bulld wiselyv or foelishly,
your building will be tested. '

Moreover, let us never forget that we must live in the house we

have built. Therefore, it belooves us to consider serisusly what
kind of hoise we zre building., WwWhat are vou budlding? A shop?

Do vou live enly to make money? Are yvou solely materialistic?

Are vou building a pleasure house? Do yeu live eniy lte amuse or

to be amused? Then do not Fferget that God said, #She that liveth

in pleasure is dead while she Liveth® (T Timothy 5:6}. Yeou may,
however, build & temple-~a temple of the Hely Spirit, where God

has the right of way: whére He is worshipped and all is made beautiful
bhecause of His indwelling presence,

In building Christian character there is only one foundation, and
that is "FThe Rock of Ages.® ¥For other foundation can no man lay
than that ie laid, which is Jesus Christ® {I Corinthians 3:11}.

IF we build on the shifting sands of the eopinions and philosophies
of men, we shall certainly crash when the raging storms of care,
temptation and sorrow surge around us. Hothing is grander than to
see a 1ife stand up when the crises come. AL such times, many ge
to pieces, many breal down, some try to run away, bul others have
built their lives cut of the stnff which can stand up and take it,
Only these who have built on the seolid foundation are prepared (o
maet whatever life brings.

Think of the two endings--2It stecd® and "It fell.® Nothing lastis
except that which is done according to the will eof God. Every
1ife which is not built on Christ is one of folly. ¥In His favour
is life and in that pathway there is no death? (Proverbs 12:28).
In the dey of testing, the important thing will not be merely what
vou have said, but what fruits vou have borme in your daily life
in obedience to the expressed will ¢f vour Lord and Haster, Jesus
Christ. :



