THE CROWNING CALL

"Come wnio me, all ye that labowr and are heavy laden, amd T will give you rest. Take my
yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest
unte your souls, For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.” Matthew 11:28-30,

Our lord had been spesking of the wmwillingness of people to accept the gospel message.
After saying, "He that hath ears to hesr, let him heer," He spoke of twe classes to whem
the gospel tidings ceme without blessing, The first class was compesed of the eritical and
faultfinding, They found favlt with John the Baptist because he was an asceties then, they
found fault with the Iord Jesus because He was mot an sscetic, They eriticized Johm the
Baptist because he would neither eat nor drink as others did; then, they criticized the Iord
Jesus because He did eat and drink as others did. They are an illustration of the fmet that
you ean never satisfy those who will not be satisfied. The secord class was composed of
the wilfwully rebeliious, Christ spoke of those in Chorazin, Bethsaida and Capernsum, where
His wenderful words had been spoken and His mighty works had been dome, but they were
rebellious and antagomistic toward God and refused to repent. '

Lbout six months before Hls erucifixzion the Lord Jesus plcked oul a company of seventy

men, and sent them out into all the villages where He plammed to go Himselfs By and by,
those men came back with shining Tsces, joyous hearis and ringing voices. They reported

how things had gone with them, out amomg the crewds of the countrysids., Upon hearing thelr
reportg, Christ looked wp and sald, "I thank Thee, O Father." Then, as if He were looking
gt those crowds to whom the diseiplez had been ministering, He sveoke the familisr words of
our text, Nobody except Christ could have uttered such sweet, tender, preeious, profound
and wonderful words. The same words upon the lips of any mortsl would have besn ineffective.
Only Christ has the power te give rest. Others may tell you sbout rest and how to obtainm
it, but they cannot give it,

This inexhaustible text has not lost its applicability to present-day human comditions.

It contains an Invitetion which reguires our immediate snd complete attention. It is

ene which vitally concerns us at this very moment., Oh, the tendermess snd the majesty of
these wonderful words! "Come wnic me." "ome"--that involves and regquires action. "itnte
me"-—wthat suggests the direction of coming and the proper attitude. Come beecaunse of your
sense of ased, Come beeamnse of the promise accompanying thie invitatien, which a.ssm’es
you that your need will be met in the #iving of rest,

"Como" gives us a simple and interesting invitatlon, easily wndersitood and easily ebeyed.
However, it necessitates decision and action., Keenly sensitive te the hard lot of those
whe were far away from God, the Saviour extended this cordlsl invitation to them te come
to Him. Instead of offering them a philosophy or a code of rules, He imvited them to come
to Him.

In His great temderness and condescension the Savieur still sees the need of simmers and
invites them to come unto Him. After inviting them to do so, He promises them that, when
and because they do come, they will receive rest as a gift from Him. In this respect our
Iord is different from all other teachers of religion throughout the ages. Whereas, other
teachers tell you to go there or to do that, Christ says, "Come unto me...and I will glve
you rest.® To all who are seeking rest elsewhere, Christ says, "I am the only souree ef
rest. " :

To those who have rot come unto Christ, trusted Him asg their Savicur, and received rest from
Him there is a real message in the gracious words of this text, It declares to you that
there is not amy rest for you anyvhere else., Rest in the midst of the world's restlessness
is vhat Christ promises to those who will come to Him, confess Him as God and trust Him as
Saviour.



I. To The Rest Of Salvation.

Christ said, "Come wunto me.” The heart mey say, "Why should I?" "Ye lsbour" is one
reason why you should. "Ye are heavy laden" is snother reason why you should. The lsbor
problem is not something of modern origin, It goes back to the Garden of Fden. There
was work before the fall of man, but there was not any labour or toil. Iabour or toil
was the result of sin. Knowing men as mo ome else ever did, Christ said, in substance,
"Tou labour. You are laden. There are burdens put upon you. You are stegrering aleng
life's highway beneath many a load." What a picture of humanity out of Christ, labouring
and laden] What hope is there for such? Is there any help? In substance the Lord
Jesus said, "Come to Me and I will give yom what you do net merit., I will give you what
you cannot purchase. I will give you what you cannot earn. I will give you what eannot
be obtaired in any other way--rest from an accusing conscience, rest from the fear of
coming judgment, rest from the guilt of sin, rest from the defilement of gin, rest from
ca;‘pigg c;are and weary disasppointment, and rest from yowr hearts, your minds and your
spirits,

Christ's invitation to come wnto Him is winsome im speech and gracicus in theme, Tt
earries the charm of the impartial. "Geme unto me, 211 ye that labour and are heavy
laden.” That appeal is to all, without distinetions and without exclusioms. The pawper
with his empty purse and the prince with his empty hesrt sre slike included, This invita-
tion also carries the charm of the essential, Vhat Christ offers—-this rest amid rest-
lessness~—is no frilly luxury, but it is an wtter necessity. Christ calls all of us

te experience the priceless rest that comes to those who are in ha¥mony with God. Vhet:
He offers is noi some frothy meringue at life's table, but it is the very bread of God
without which men shall starve, '

For more than nineteen centuries Christ has been pleading with men o come unte Him.
This gracious imvitation from the Savicowr should srcuse hope of receiving some needed
blessing. "I will give you rest.® What a promise! Orly an omnisecient and cmnipotent
God of love could speak such words, for only such am Cne could know the longing, the
aching and the restlessness of the hearts of people, PRest"=-that for which the people
had been striving in their ignorance and blindness, and were unable to obtain at any
price--was offered freely to them. Christ assured them that it was theirs for the

taking.

What is the burden under which the unsaved are labouring and are heavy laden? It is
threefold—the burden of conscious guilts; the burden of impending judmment: and the
burden of bondage to the power of sin, He will remove every one of those burdems if

you will ecome unto Him., How does He remove the burden of guilt? He bore your sins in
His own body on the tree. How does He take away the burden of judgment? He went through
judgment for you, and satisfied the demands of the broken law of God; and, if you believe
in Him, you shall never come into judgment, for God will never exact two judgments for
the same offense, How does He dellver you from the bondage of sin? He imparts to you
the Holy Spirit, Who breaks your fetters, and introduces you into the liberty of a child
of God. If you are burdened with your guilt, look to Him Who took your gullt upon Himself,
If you ere burdened with impending judgment, look to Him Who bore judgment for your sake,
and Who sbolished it for every believer, If you are burdened with the bondage of sin,
look to Him Who says, "I will glve you rest.® There is & sermor in every word of that
sentence, "I will give you rest.® "I,%e-the fulness of blessing is treasured wp in
Chrdist. "I will,® indicates the certainty of it. "I will give," signifies the freeness
of it, "I will give you," states the direcitness of it, "I will give you rest,” proves
the thoroughness of it. In the Greek it is "I will rest you." How? Why, if there

is the burden of guilt, it is removed by the sacrifice of His precious blood. "The blood
of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin.”
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The rest that Christ gives to those who put thelr trust in Him is perfect. It includes
rest of mind, of conscience, of spirit amd of heart. Tt is possible for those of

vou who have not accepted this rest to have an experience new which you have never had
before, and to enjoy the rest which Christ gives., Calvary's cross is a bleod-writlen
invitation from God to all the generatioms of men to step omt of their poverty inte Ged's
riches, to step out of their sins into God's salvation, to step out of thelr slavery
into God's freedom, to step out of their fear into God's favor, to step out of their
death into CGod's 1life, and to step out of their darkness into God's light.

II. "I‘o The Rest Of Sanetification.

What causes the restlessmess of the children of God? It is due to something wrong within
them, ~ Unholy dispesitioms cause restlessness. You cannot be restful while you are jealous
of what men may become, or envious of what they are already. All restless dispositions
"are born 6f Pride ér of self-will, : B

To those who have received and experienced the rest of salvation our Iord extends the
invitation to come and sit at FHis feet, hear Him talk, wetch His condmet, and sit at
His fset, hear Him talk, watch His conduet, and see the sbsolute absence of all self-
advaneement, self-secking, self-pleasing, self.will, self-glery, self-defense and self-
trust., There is absclutely no peace or rest in & 1ife that is lived for self.

Just s verse itwenty-eight deals with sin, so verse twenty-nime desls with self. Christ
wants all who receive from Him the rest of selvation to lesrn not to be selfish and not
to be proud. As people cannot receive the gift of salvatien except by coming to Chrigt,
neither can they ember into the blessing of sanctification except by sitting at His
feet and learning net to be selfish and not to be proud. Selfishmess is a hydra-headed
monster. When it comes to pride, what do we have of whiech to be proad anyway? Who has
any right to be proud? Some are proud of their good leoks. Well, they did not give '
themselves those goed locks, and too soom they will lese them. There are singers who
are proud of their veiees. Well, they did not make them or buy them, but they yere
given to them by the Iord to be dedicated te Him for mse in His gserviee, Ve do net
possess anything worth heving that we have not received., We are not proprieters of
anything we have, but stewards. For our stewardship we shall be held accountable to
God, ‘ E

Because pride is a vulgerity, Christ gsaid, "Iearn mot to be proud." There are people
who eall themselves Christiams who aet as though the like of them had never been seen
before in the world, and mever would be again. That is insufferable. Remembering the
meekness and lowliness of owr Saviour, it is obvious that it is sinful for us to be
proud of place, proud of race, proud of means, proud of gifits or proud of success.
blessed Iord tock a towel and girded Himself and washed the feet of His disciples. It
is no wonder, then, that He calls upon those whe have received the gift of salvation
from Him to learn not to be selfish, and learn not to be proud. While these lessons
may be difficult for us to learn, we must learn them if we are to be like Him.

TIT. To The Rest Of Service.

In calling for a dedicated life Christ said, "Teke my yoke upon you, and lesrn of me.®
Originally, a yoke was something for a beast of burder. It was intended for work. 4
yoke harnessed the strength of the oxen to the job to be done, inm order to get it
accomplished more easily and more effieiently. There was no point or occasien in

the oxen wearing a yoke except vwhile working.

In this crowning call of our lord, He challenges us to yield te His sovereignty, to
submit te His authority, and to study to learn His will and to do it. To those who

have eome to Him for salvation, but as vet have not taken the yoke of His service upon
them, He says, "lake my yoke upon you, and learn of me,” ‘ -
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In this matter of Christian living the choiece is not between Christts yoke and ne

yoke at all., If you apd I will mot have Christ's yoke-~that is, if we will not

commit ourselves to His lordship and to the service of Fis kingdom--~then we must
cortinue to be bound by the yoke of our self-centeredness, the yoke of our fears, the
yoke of our frustraticms, and "what have you" thst bindg and fetters our lives. We

are going to serve somebody or something. We can serve Christ, if we will, It is
optional whether we beor the yoke of Christ or not. But, if we refuse to bear His yoke,
the bearing of another is not optional. Every msn must bear some kind of yoke., Even
though Christ wants ne to take Pis yoke wpon usg, He will net forece us to do so, Whether
we accept His yoke or mot i purely optional., He will pmever compel anybody to come to
Him, er force him to bear His yoke. He invites ard persuades, but He never coerces.

"Teke my yoke wpon you." Why should you do so? It is easy. That is one reason, It
is light. That is anether resson. Taking 3it, what then? "In it you will be at rest.”
When the Master made this remsrkable statement, implying thet you will find His yoke
easy when you get inte it, He waz assuming that we would understand that He was the Ome
Who would determine the direction and sebt the pace. If there are two oxen im a yoke,
and one wants te go in one direction and the other wants to go in the very oppvosite way,
then the yoke would net be easy. If ome wants to go very slewly and the ether prefers
to ge faster, the yoke could not be easy. How grateful we should be that Christ, whese
yoke is easy, helps to bear sur birdens and to lighten our loads!

There are two kinds of rest—-given and found. The glven rest cannot be found, and the
found rest eannot be given. Given rest slweys comes from Christ., Why not live the riechest
fullest, happiest and largest 1life that God mekes vossible for us? Why go limving along
the way when we might rum swiftly, or even mount as or eagles' wimgs?

The blood-stained hands of Christ sre extended toward you, entreeting you to tear loose
from self, from sin and from Satsn, and aecert the Iord Jesus as your personsl Saviour,
if you are not already a Chrictisn, Hs invitztion te yeun is very personal, amd you
will either accept it or reject it. The very approacheble Christ has never refused or
failed to save any who have evér accepted His invitaltion to come wnitoc Him, There has
never beer a burden that He wes rot able to take awsy, or any trouble that was so great
but what He could relieve it. He is our sufficiemey in every state and at every stage.

In the words of the noble hymn of Horatius Bonar we have a grest téstimony. He said,

"I heard the volce of Jesus say,
“Come unto Me and resis

lay down, thou weary ome, lay down
Thy head wpon My breast.?

I came to Jesus as I was,
Weary and worn and sad,

I found in Him s resting-place,
And He has mede me glad,

I heard the veice of Jesus say,
#Behold, I freely give
The livimg water; thirsty ome,
Stoop down and drink, and live,”
I came to Jesus snd I drank
Of that life-giving stream;
My thirst was guenched, my seoul revived,
And now I live in Him,

I heard the volce of Jesus say,

"I am this dark world's Iight;
Iook unto Me, thy morn shall rige,
And gll thy day be bright.®
I looked te Jesus and I found
In Him my Star, my Sung
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And in that light of life I'11 walk
Till traveling days are done.®



