THE THIRD THEMPTATION OF CHRIST
Hatthew 4:18-11

As we have already seem in our previous studies, Satan's first appeal to Christ was
to His appetite. Saban tempted Christ to prove that He was the Son of God by working
a miracle to satisfy His hunger, which was dus to His fast of forly days and forty
nights. Had the Master done so He would have separated Himself from His brethren,
for they were not able to work miracles to satisfy their needs. To satisfy hunger

is legitimate, but Satan asked Christ te do it in the wrong way by msking use of His
newly announced Sonship. Instead of arguing with the devil, whieh in itssif would
have been an error, Christ merely answered him from God's Word, saying, "Man shall
not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth ont of the mouth of God."

Satan's second appeal to Christ was in the realm of adventure. He tried to get the
Saviour to pub God's keeping power to the test by jumping from one of the wings of
the temple, fully expecting God to protect Him frem any injury. Satan implied that,
in the event that God did protect Christ, He would then receive the acclaim of the
people as their HMessizh., Wresting i from its setiing, Satan quoted scripture in
support of his suggestion that the Lerd Jesus presume on the grace of God by casting
Himself from the temple into the midst of the crowd below. From Christ's refusal we
learn that it is right teo trust God, but that it is wrong to make presumptuous
experiments in order to discover how far God can be trusted. In respense to Satan's
appeal to adventure Christ said, "Thou shalt nolt tempt the Lord thy Ged."

Having failed in both attempits, Satan's next appeal was to ambition. He came oul
boldly in his true colors and sought to get Christ to render to him that worship
which belongs to God alone. Standing on a very high meuntain, Satan pointed out the
mizghty kingdoms of the sarth with all the glory therebo attachesd and proudly boasted
that he held them in his hands or under his control. 3atan effered Christ the
kingdoms of this world without toil, tears, suffering or the less of His life on the
single condition that the Lord Jesus would pay homage to him. Satan said, "A1l
these things will I give thee, if thouw wilt fall down and worship me.” Could he
actually meke such an offer? Were the kingdoms of this world s¢ completely in his
hands that he could give them to Christ, provided He would meet his demands for
worshin? Unguestionably Saban could make such an offer, otherwise he would have been
rebuked by the Haster, Who could have guickly and frankly reminded him that he did
net have any klngdoas to give. Our Lord knew full well that "the whole world listh
in wickedness,® or %in the lap of the sevil one." In HEden Satan had wrested the
dominion of ﬁhe world from Adam and Eve and he has held it in usurpation ever since.
Tn his proposal Satan was actuzlly setting himself above God and calling upon Christ
to worship him. It was a btemptation te gain a temporal, rather than a spiritual,
dominion; to gain this dominion at once; and to gain it by an act of homage to the
ruler of this world, which would meke the Messiah the viceregent of the devil and not
of God. Our Lord was tempted to sell principle for property and power, but He knew,
of course, that they are never of commensurate value.

Tt was a temptation to easy congmest. Christ was tempted to forsake the way of the
cross and to gain the control of the world by disebedience to God, and without
sacrifice. 431 of us are likewlse tempted to take the line of 1east resigtance, Lo
reach the crown by dodging the cross, to come inbto power without sacrifice, to
gratify ambition at the cheapest rate and to achieve one's goal without suffering.
Satan here offered Christ a short cut to vicbory.

In all parts of the world people make the statement that every one has his prics,
end Zatan often acts on this theory or premise. He tried it on Christ, but mads a
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miserable failure, Hsau sold his birthright for a mess of pottage and Judas Iscariot
seld Christ for thirty pisces of silver, but no crown that Satan could offer ever
attracted the Iord Jesus. Here was a temptation to the "lust of the eye,® but our
Tord did not yield to it.

When the tempter said, "All these things will I give thee, if thou wilt fall down
and worship me," he was promising a worldwide empire of majesty and power beyond all
that Alexander the Great had abtalined once, and beyond all that the Roman emperor
then posssessed. What a temptation was that prespect! As the bribe was the largest
that Satan had to offer, so the temptation was the meost powerful in its appeal fo
such 2 ene as Christ. %Yhat the templter was saying was, "Compromise! Come to terms
with me! Don't hold your standards quite so high! Wink just a 1ittle at gmestion-
able and evil things, and then the people will follow you in great nmumbers. It was
the temptation to try to change the world by becoming like it. Ordinarily, psople
are not deceived by the tempiation Lo adopt evil means for the wrong snds., Bub many.
do things that zre wrong for worthy vurpeses. Christ was here tempted to do a
- treacherous act for a relligious caunse —-Just to bow the knee to 3Satan in order to
bless the world, Bub, it is never right to do wrong in order thal good may coms
from i%. : -

Satan's appeal was: Worship and serve me and rule the world, In modern phraseology,
be practical, be sensi ble, be realistic and be ready to cempromiss. The end justifies
the means. LG help people you must get posibtion and power. The good you can do will
Justify the necessary compromises that promise such quick results. Bub this precedure
always calls for a divided allegiance; the devil always gets the first place and God
comes in as a poor sscond, Christ knew that the essential thing was not temporal
power, not guick, superficial, oulward resuits, or not a hasty seizure of the Messianic
rule and awthoriiy, but a full and undivided allegiance to and service of God alone.
Satan had come out in the open and frankly acknowlisdged that his purpose was Lo
overthrow the supremacy of God in st oun un1¥erse.

How great an appeal this temptatlon made to Christ we can only imagine by thirking
of the appeal which the prospect of doing good universally would make to the noblest
minds., %hat was offeréed Christ was authority and glory. That offer was made to One
Who had a right to the asuthority and was worthy of the glery. UNo temptation is as
great as that which appeals toc the consciousness of camac1tv, and the be’lef that for
certain ends we are ordained.

God provided protection for His Son in the hour of His great temptation. That
protection was found in the writbten Word. Our Lord found sweet recourse in & simple
statement from Ged's Word, "Thon shalt worship the lord thy Ged, and him only shali
thou serve.” Thus our Lord repelled the infamous suggestion by again guoting God's
Word. His statement was full of holy disdain, There is no other way of victory
for us than that which Christ used. Just as God provided protsection for Christ in
the hour of His tempbation, so will He provide protection for us against the on-
slaughts of Satan. We should follow.the example of our Lord in boldly Jjabbing the

tempter with the truths from the Word of God.

Wnen our Lord said, "Get thee hence, Satan,™ the tempter hastened to leave Him, no
doublt embarrassed and ashamed. Becauae Satan had beeﬁ resisted victoriously w1tn
the sword of the Spirii, he fled and did not tempt Christ any more "for a season.



The fact that the tempter left Him "for a season® indicaled that he intended to
return at the first epportunity. Only when he has tried his wimest will the tempber
let a child of God alone, and even then he will watch for another opportunity. ILet
us ever be on our guard against the adversary and strive to overcome him through

the use of Geod's Word. He will not be able to stand before the incisive power of
that Word.

In His victory over Satan, cur lerd's method invelved the threefold principle of all
trivmph over him —namely, absolube dependence on God, accompanied by absclute

faith in Cod and reinforced by absolute obedience te God. If we will follow His
example, we also will be triumphent.



