REEADY FOR AN EMERGERCY

. Matthew 25:1-13
Having concluded His ministry in the Temple, Christ withdrew with His disciples $o the
Mount of Olives, where He delivered a marvelous discourse on "Last Things." This
perable of the ten virgins makss an indelible impression on the Christian imsgination.
The parable has many sides and aspecis. It is prophetical; it 1s also practical., It
suits =1l ages, but especislly the last days. It is & graphic illustration feaching
fhe fect of Christls return snd exphasiging the jmporiance of being ready for 1%. The
preose of the parsble was to sleri the disciples, snd 8ll the followers of Chris
down through the centuries, to the return of the Savicur to the sarth.

Christ sought to impress His hesrers with at least five fachts in comnection with His
second coming:—-the certzinity of it, the uncerisinty ss to the time of it, the necessity
of preparation for it, the blessedness of the prepsred, and the wretchedness of the
unprepared. The perable recognizes the fact of His return, and in connection there-
with it accentustes and emphasizes the uvncertainiy as to the time of this great event.
The time of His coming sgain cannot be known. How witerly foolish arsc those whe try to
fix a date for it! With refersnce to this grent event Jesus enjoined watchfulness.

This parable is & continuation of what the Lord Jesus has been teaching throughoud
His grest Olivet discourse. I is evidently drawn from the prevailing Jewish cusioms
at that tine. Christ was drawing & picture of s well-known Eastern merrisge festival.
He portreyed ten lovely, joyous, ané charming girls whe were expecting to participate
in the festivibies. :

Oriental weddings usually tske place in the evening. The great svent in the celebration
is thé arrival of the bridegroom at the house of the bride’s father to receive the
bride, and t0 take her with him 0 his own home for the wedding feast. The ten virgins
- with lamps went out to meet the bridal party, and were 1o pass in with them to the
marrisge supper. '

A great and fundamental contrest is indicated between the itwo classes of virgins. Five
were wise and five were foolish. The word “wise' denoles being sensible, thoughiful,
and prudent. The word Pfoolisk® denotes being thovghiless and reckless. The foolish
ones are characterized as being essy-going, trifling, and lacking in forethought. ZThe
‘wise virgins acted with forethought and laid in a supply of oil, so as not ¢ run short
if the marrisge procession should be delayed until iate in the night.

This parable is a gripping story, told only as Jesus could tell it. I+ is full of
lights and shadows, triumph and trogedy, laughter and tears. Jesus shows us {ten lovely
girls, who are expecting to take part in a marriage ceremony. VWhat a fascinating
picture they present! They 2ll seem egqually joyous and equally cherming. These ten
girls were %0 all outward appearances as much 2like as iten grains of coran shelled

from the same ear. They were 2ll virgins. They were s8ll invited to the wedding.

They wers all dressed for the occasion. They 211 had some knowledge of, and regard
for, the bridegroom and desired to honor him by going forth o meet him. They 21l had
lamps which at the moment were burning. They all knew they had to have oil in fheir
lamps. While the bridegroom tarried, and there was nothing for them to do but weit
for his coming, they all slumbered snd slept. They were alike in their ignorance of
the exact hour of the bridegroom's coming. They were glike in their intentioms, ,that
is shey were all in the group for the same purpose. But here thelr likeness ends.

It is the resdy end the unready that we meet in this story. While they were slike in
these things, when the call came st midnight, "Behold, the bridegroom cometh!¥ and

they awoke to the emergency, they immedistely fell inte {wo groups. Five of them had
wisely made careful prepearstion and had brought sufficient oil in reserve. The other

five had foolishly stdrted out with insufficient oil, probably none at all except
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what was in their lampe, and they did not reslize their lack of oil until their lamps
were now going oul at midnight when the bridegroom and his party were arriving and
when stores were dlosed and there was no opperiunity to buy any oil. And the spultering,
flickering, smoking wicks were a sad revelstion. The midnight cry of warning was
followed with the cry of alarm, "Give us of your oil." This anxious requsst was .
denied becsuse the other five virgins were afraid that there was no possibility of
there bsing enough o0il for both groups. ¥While their reguest was earnest, it was also
heart-rending =nd fruitless. The procession covld not wait. The bride was sscorted
to the banguet house, and those wao were ready entered also. Then the doors were shub
and when the foolish virgins came with an sarnesi appeal that they be permlttea to
enter, thelr request was aenleu and they were fecrfvily dlsapp01nted.

FProm this parsble we shall endesvor t0 draw some broad lesSons which anyone may grasp.
The lessons tauzht herein are somewhat as follows:

I. TtThe Necessitylof Preparedness.

The application of this bezutiful parable is obvious, Dut is surpassingly tender
and pathetic. It teaches thai the only way to be ready when Jesus comes is to De
ready always. The hurried and frunitless attempts, when the moment arrives, to
moke the preparstion which ought to have bsen mede in advance is deeply pathetice.
It touches & certain common fault in regerd to readiness for meeting Christ ab

His coming, or for meeting the messenger whom He sends {0 bear us away, even death.
It is impossidble for us to be always losking out for the coming ‘of- Christ, but

it is quite possible for us alwsys to be prepared for His coming.

A11 these exhortations, %6 watch and be ready for the Lordis coming, will apply
without materisl alterstion %0 the duty of preparation for death, which will in
zn importsnt sense summon us to meet Christ, aznd will leave fixed and permanent
the relstior in whick we shall rise to meet Him when He doss come.

II. lack of ForethOﬁght ig Foolish snd Inexcusable.

The foolish virgins had their lamps and the lamps were burning. But they forget 1o
reckon with & terdy bridegroom and it was just that went of forethought that spolled
all. ZFach of us have o life to live, & death to die, and a God to meet, so it is
kigh time that we make provision for all that.

ITI. Net A11 Persons Are Seved Who Mey Think They Are.

The foolish virgins thought they were ready to enber with bridal party when it
arrived., There is much deception in the world, but no deception is so dangerous
as thet which concerns salvation. Satan gets peopls to follow some men~made plan
in order $o lure them from God's plan of sslvation. Ch, the trogedy of being de~
ceived by Setan! YThere is a way which seemeth right unto & men, but the end
thereof is the way of death.' Many who think they are saved will find they are
not resdy. How territle to trust this or that folss hope and come at last to find
himself irreparsebly lostl ‘

IV. Not All Persons Ave Saved Who Msy Went To Be.

Every indication shows thet the foolish virgins wented to enter With the bride and
groom. TFor that purpose they left their homes, ceme %o certain point and waited,
slumbered, and slept until the bridal party arrived. When they swoke it was fo
the fact they were not resdy. Frantically they ran to others, and tried to berrow
0il. They wented to enter, but they were not able.
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All are invited to be saved. The Lord urges everyons t0 come to Him. But .21l do
not come. Being invited and coming are itwo different things. Desiring to be
saved -and being savsd are poles apart in mesning and actuality. 41l want to go

%0 heaven when die. Yet, 21] will not be saved. Many do not want to be bad
enough to bresk with Satan, forsgke gin, znd trust the nav1our. Po hoid on to the
world and to God too is their desirs. To be saved is more then & desire to be
saved. Being seved means an accepbance of Christ as a personal Seviour.

V. Men Are Not Saved By Good Intentions.

These foolish virgins who neglected to prepare for the occéasion had no thought of
being left out. They knew the preparation was necessary, and they fully intended
to make it. IV was purely a mabtter of carelessness, it was & posiponsd duty,
merely & thoughtless neglect. How truly does this apply fo people concerning their
salvationl Many fully intend being saved znd bvecoming friends of Chrisi., but
neglect that matier too long. Many are not in denger of plunging inito perdition,
‘but are in a very serious danger of thoughtlessly drifting there., I 8o noi
guestion their good intentions bt I wish I could alarm them sbout the danger of
not speedily felfilling those geod intentions. .

Vi. Many Veluable Things Cannot Be Passed From One To Anether.

The distressed virgins who found themselves without preparaiien cried pitifully
td their sisters for help, bubt it was emphetically told them that they could not
supply their want. They would have to go and provide for themselves., This
certainly is not without its lesson to us. A father can lesve many things %o his
child, but there are some things He capnot leave. Meny things may be included
in one's will and handed down to others, bult there a&rs some things that cen not
e put in 2 will. Many & mother has stood beside the dying baby and wept out her
soul, and was willing to give her life for the child, but she could noi. Meny

& parent has wished they could pass through some ordesl inm the place of the child,
but it was not possible. Character cannot bte given from one to anothsr. Virtus
cannot be exchanged. Salvation can not be provided one for the other., 4 father
mey glve his bank account to his child, but not his faith in God. He may pass on
his title to resl estate, but not his title o Heaven. Each will have to make
preparation for himsslf. '

Prying to borrow religion is = common resort of many. ¥You can not have religion
in the other person's neme., Ko doubt the ten virgians were a8ll good friends. But
in the hour of crisis that frisndshiy wss of no sveil; there was no oil to borrow
or 0 spare. The others needed every drop of oil they had. In any hour of
judgment there is no shining with & Dborrowed light. The help of others is prlce»
less in mapy things, bubt in the hours of spiritusl crisis it is vain.

VII. Lost Opportunities Can Never Be Hecalled.

¥hen the &oor was shut, the foolish virgins could find no entrance into the feasi
though they sought it with the most agonizing earnesiness. IEvery day is bringing
opportunities which, if we miss them, can never return. OCthers may come tui these
will never return. We may heve an dpporiunity teday, bub, if we let it slip, the
door that opens to it will be shut and it will aever be open again. Other deors
may open, bui that one never will. ‘

VIII. The Separstion of The Prepared And The Unprepared.

The bhest of friends were they. but five weni in and the others were shui out. Five
rejoiced, while the others were filied with disappointment. A1Y had the same invitation,
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the same understanding of whal was necessary, and the same opportunity %o be
prepared. Half of them zcted, and the rest of them delayed. TFive did not taks
& chance, whereas the other five thought they had time enough yei. Again this
parable presses upon us the importance of preperation without any delay.

Those who are noi resdy when Jesus comes will be shut out. If you have not msde
rreparziion before then, it will be too late. Those who are ssved will enter
with Him when Ee comes. It is the greatest demonsiration of wisdom to0 get ready
for life, for death, and for eternity.



