PURITY OF HEART
"Blessed are the pure in heart: for they shall see God."™ Matthew 5:8,

One of the most common errors of men is that of mistaking vitual for religion. Men have
committed that mistake in every age. It is a mistake that wmaltitudes are committing teday.
God asks Chrigtians fer the love of their hearts and the cbedience of their lives, bubt meny
of them simply seek to put Him off with the observence of a number of religious forms, Far
too many substitube religion for Christianity.

Mistaking ritval for religion on the part of the Jews resulted in thelr relipion degenerating
into formalism. They were losing sicht of the spiritual nature of religlon, and identifying
it with a serupnlous observance of sacrifices, fasts and prayers, as preseribed by the Iaw,
In the emphasis which they were laying upon outward forms, the immer reality was constantly
being sacrificed and lost.

This state of things prevailed at the time of Christ's earthly ministry. Never had there
been such careful observance of religious forms. Never had there been such en sbsence of

the true religious spirit, which the Iord desired to see. There was 211 of the owbward parade
of religlon, but there was little or none of its invard reality. Men said their prayers,
offered thelr sacrifices, vaid their tithes, fasted twice a week, and punctiliously ebgerved
every veligious recuirement, bubt they knew nothing shout real spirituality. They were clean
without, but inwardly they were very unclean, The Jews were exceedingly pariicular about
outward cleanmess, but inwardly they were very impure. They megnified the imporience of
elean hands, but they forgot that ihe ome thing essential wes a pure heart.

Speaking to those who were accwstomed to think so much of mere extermal ¢lesnliness, who
prided themselves on the mumber of their ablutions and washings, and who belleved that by
virtue of their ceremonial purity they would be admitted into heaven, Christ taught them that
the purity which mekes man blessed, for which man is %o gtrive, and vwhick admits him into
the presence of God is purily of soul.

These Beatitudes of our ILord challenge us a2t every point of human conduct, and they give us
explicit direction for daily living. As we read them through, we can only ery: ™Who is suffiec-
ient for these things?" The etermnel answer to this question comes to us from the Books

"0ur sufficiency is of God,"

It is well to remember that our Iord said, "Blessed are the pure in heart: for they ghall

see God." It is not surprising that this Beatitude would arrest cur attention and stimilate
our interest. However, i% can be misunderstood very essily. This is due in part to the

faet thet it draws attention to something which is inward and secret. The purity which is
praised by Christ is in the heart. To the Jew the heart was the entire inner life--the reascon,
the desires, the affections and the will. It is im thet imwsrd vealm thet varity is to reign
supreme. "Heart" as used here may be understood to mean the interior 1ife of the versonaiity.

It is important for us to discover what it means to be pure in heart, and what it means to
see God, before we ean learn the real secret of this Beatitude, for hoth of these expressions
are misunderstood by the masses.

Wickedness, which is so obvious in the lives of men, proeseds from the depravity of their
hearts, so, before the life can be pure, the heari must be clesnsed., In its unregenerated
state, "The heart is deceitful sbove all things, and desperately wicked.® Jeremish 17:9,

Sin disturbs the harmeny of the inner 1ife. BRefore the heart can be pure, the conscierce
must be purged from dead works. There must be a resclute putting away of evil things before
it is possible for us to receive that purity of heart which cur Iord gives. The pure in hesrt
are those who have been cleansed by the precious blood of Christ, and whose consciences are
quiet and calnm because they have heen purped from dead works.



-2 -

What is it to be pure in heart? On the swlace it sounds ferbidding. It suggests the impossil
But te be pure in heart does not mean to be sinless. Christ did net say, ™lessed are the
perfect: for they shall see God.® The word which is transiated "pure cceurs in twenhty-

four places in the New Testament. In nine of these instances it is translated "clean® in

the King James Version. In Revelation 21:18 the word is used twice; the first time with the
word "gold," where it is translated "pure," and the next time with the word Pglass,® where

it is translated "clear." Fhnd the city was pure gold, like unto clear glass.”™ The word
means "puref--free from mixture, "gleani-{ree from filth, "clear"--free frem cloudiness, or
open to view. Purity means freedon from [erecign substance, Drugs are pure if they are whatb
they are supposed to be, with ne other substances contained.

The word "pure" is applied to the heart im three other verses in the New Testament. "Now
the end of the commandment is charily out of 3 pure heart.® I Timothy 1:5. "With them that
call on the Lord cut of a pure heart."™ II Timothy 2:22, "lLove one another with a pure heart
fervently.® I Peter 1:22, It is with a pure heart, then, that we fully keep the commandment
of God, truly call on the lord, and truly love one ancther.

Parity of heart invelves sinplensessg of mind and purpose. The heart is the center of 211
thinking, feeling and willing. The pure in heart are endued with and inspired by one
definite purpese. It may be expressed in the words, "On thing have I desired of the Iord."
Parity here means freedom from any admixture of base matter, as we speak of pure food, pure
water, ete, A pure heart is one that is absclubely sincere in its desire to love and serve
God, There is no purity apart from the absolube authority of God in the affections. The
pure in heart are those who have been saved, whose thoughts have been cleansed, whose intentioen
are sincere, whose desires are ummixed, whose affections are dedicated to God, and whose wills
are yielded %o His perfect will., Purity of heart impiies that Yold things are passed away:
behold, all things are become new." II Sorinthisnms 5:17. Pride is destroyed, and the soud
is clothed with hamility. The understanding is enlightened; the will is made conformable

to the will of God; the affections are placed om the proper objects, An undue love of the
world having been uprooted, and & supreme love for Ged hawving been implanted in the mind,
murmuring apd complaining are at an end, and a blessed contenbtment is Joyfully experienced.
The constant spirit of "the pure in heari” is expressed beawtifully in the werds, "not My
will, but Thine, be done.™

4 pure heart is ope which has a great ebject bhefore it, being attracied by "the beauty of
holiness." It is ome in vwhich the fear of the Iord has been lmplanted, and the love of God
has been shed abzroad; therefore, it hates what He hates, and leves vhat He loves. The

purity of heart upen which our Savieour and lord proncunced His blessing is that internal cleans
ing which mccompanies and follows the new birth. Thet purity of heart does not mean sinlessnes
of 1life is clear from the inmspired record of the history of all of Cod's ssints. However,

the purer the heart, the more comscious of vile imaginetions, filthy thoughts and evil desires
it becomes, and the more it grieves over them., Purity of thought, purpose, desire, motive,
affection, speech and deporiment should characterize every child of God. Sinee Christiian
purity includes sincerity and genuineness, it is the very opposite of subtlety, guile,
hypoerisy and duplicity. One likes to think of purity of heart as a constant and vassionate
aspiration towards the holinezs of God.

What is the blessedness which results from purity of heart? "They shall see God." There

are many sights which bring great joy to us; for exsmple, some rare work of art, the skyline
of a modern eity, a lofty mountain range, or & beautiful sunsei., Not 211 of us are able

te travel and to see the treasures of art or the wonders of mature. 3But there is one

ebject of vislon more satisfying than any other, the contemplation of which brings the deepest
and highest joy men ean know, and that is the vision of God. How could ome fail to be havvy,
if he could see God? What would we not give for this blessing? The vision of God is promised
to the pure in heart. The eondition for a vision of God iz that the heart shall be c¢lean

and pureé.
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A clear and satisfying vision of God is the big need of every ome of us. Such a vision
offers to us the satisfaction of owr most intense humgers and of our deepest nmeeds. What
is it to see CGod? Of course, to see God is not to look wpon Him with our netural eyes. The
truth of the matter is that the person who sees only what meets the natural eyes sees bub
very little, It is interesting ‘o recall that the ancient Hebrews had z belief that no men
could see the face of Ged and live. Yet, Christ here speaks of seeing God as if it were
the natural climax of the Christian experience,

What are scme of the blessings that come as a result of this vision of God? To see Cod is

to obtain a clear revelation of self, Job was a charscter of unusual beauty and werth., Then,
he was afflicted tragically in his body. One fancies that, at times, he was even more afflicte
through his friends., While his body was racked with pain, they came to tell him that his
condition was the result of his sin. With hot indignation Job demied it, and we cannot help
but gide with him., Ve applaud him for the menner in vhich ke maintained his integrity. Butb,
by and by, a vision of God burst upon him, Automatically his self-gufficiency left him,

his knees got weak, and in deep hwmlility he eried: "I have heard of thee by the hearing of
the sar: but now mine eye seeth thee., Wherefore I abhor myself, and repeant in dust and
ashes.” Job 42:5-6,

Here 1ls another man, certainly one of the cleanest and most upright of his day, whose

name was Isaish. He tells us of the persopmal experience that made him the man that he
beesme. Said he, "In the year that king Uzzish died I saw alse the Isrd sitting upon a
threne, high and 1ifted uwp, and his train filled the temple.” Isaiah 6:1. VWhat was the
outcome of his visien? In the brighiness of that light he also saw himself, What he saw
cansed him to cry out, "Wee is mel for I am undene; because I am a man of wpclean lips, and
I dwell in the midst of a2 people of unclean lips: for mine eyes have seen the King, the
Iord of hests." Isaiah 6:5.

Wren we have g vision of God we are always convicied of sin. Whenever there is a consclousness
of God's presence there is alwsve a sense of gin. A lack of the conselousnpess of sin is due
te the failure to recognize the presence of God. COertaln Africans never realized that they
were black until they looked into the white face of David Iivingstome, and then they could

not avold being aware of it. So it is that, whenever we see ourselves in the 1ight of the
divine countenance, we nmever fail to come to a realization of owr guilt., But a vision of

God will do more for us than simply show ue our own sinfuiness. It will alse bring cleasnsing
from sin., Was it not seo in the case of Isaiah? No sooner had he confessed his sin than he
became conscioug of clesnsing by the pewer of God. Then, to see God in a spirituwal vision

ig to be gripped with 2 holy passion to share your vision with others.

"For® is the word in our text which ties sight of God to purity of heart. Notice that sight
of God is not tied to the profesesion of the lips, or the activities of the life, butv te
parity of heart. If the lens of our hesrts are mmddy with hypeerisy, impure with sinful
thoughts, purpeses and feelings, or filthy with sin, we shsll not see God. Insincerity and
impurity siways obscure the vision of God, While none of us can be absolutely pure, we can
want te be, we can pray to be, and we can try to be. Has it ever occurred te you that perhsps
the reason why vou are not happier than vou asre is because there is some lurkisng insimeerity,
or some secrat impurity, which destreoys your fellowship with God? Sin in the heart obscures
the epirituzl vision. Ilike the clouds which hide mwe from the cheerful 1ight of the sum, so
sin shuts us out from the vision of God. In order %o attaln purity of heart in the Christian
life, one must feel the need of it, snd use the means by which it wey be cbtained, which are
Bible study, prayer sund falth.

Christ said, "Blessed asre the pure in heart: for they shall see God." It is to this glorious
experience that He invites us, Christ came to reveal God to us, to open our eyes to the
reality of God at work for us and with us, The "pure in heart" shall be favored with plezsing
discoveries of Cod. In this life, they ses Him in all His wonderful worke of creation, in
all His varied providenceg, and im the gracicus disvensatisens of His grace. Before they were
saved, they melither had eyse to see, nor hearts to wnderstand, bul now His wisdom, love and
power meet their eyes in every direction. Seeing these manifestations, they adore, leve and
praise Him.
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This promise, "They shall see God,™ has both a present and a fubure fulfillment. In the
present life, the pure in hear%t possess spiritual discernment and with the eyes of their
understanding they obtain clear views ef God's character and perceive the execellency of
Hig attributes. They also enjoy intimate and delightful communion with God. This
promise, however, will not be fulfilled completely in this life. Here God's children sece
Him by falth and all toc often only darkly becsuse the leng of their hearis are not clean
and clear emoagka Tn the next worid they shall see Him face to face, and with clear sight.
What a sight that will bel! How satisfying it will bel! The sight of God will be an everlasting
source of blessedness,., As the Psalmist said, "I will behold thy face in rightecusness: I
ghall be gatisfied, when I awake, with thy likeness.® DPsalm 17:15. Then, but not mntil
then, will the full meaning of these words be undersiood., "Blessed are the pure in heart:
for they shall see God.”



