THE NAME OF JESTS

HAnd she shall bring forth z sop, spd thomn shalt esll his name JESUS° for he shsll save
his people frem their sins.® Matihew 1223,

How blessed it is to open the Wew Testament and find ite beginning after this fashion!
His name and Wis nmission were amnoumced by the sngel of the Iord who appesred to
Joseph, the husband-to-be of Mary. Yo greater messape wap ever proclaimed in the

ears of men amd no mors wonderful declaratiom wes ever mmde, The angel wes tell:mg why
the lord Jesus was coming inte the world, nemely, %o save people from their sims.,

When the archangel Ga,briel armmovnced the birth of Christ Jesws to His virgin-mother,
the message from heaven ran thus: ‘Fear nei, ¥Msry: for thou hast found faver with

God, And, behold, thou shalt comceive inm thy wemb, and shalt brimg forth a Som, and
shalt call his name Jesus" (Tuks 1:30-31). When, st a later date, Mary was espoused

to Jeseph, and, as Matthew tells us, "was found with child of the Holy Ghost," sc that
her husband ”wa.s minded to pub her &my privily," o hinm teo the angel of the Iord
appeared, saying, "Joseph, thou son of David, fear not to take wunbto thee Mary thy wife:
for that whieh is conceived in her iz of the Hely Thost. 2And she shall brimg forth g
Son, and theu shall call his name Jesus: For he shell save his people from their sins.”

Here was a Child ¥Who was divinely nsmed., He wes named from hesven, Wary did not have

to ask Joseph, nor Joseph, Mary. Helther did either of them have 1o ask anybody else.

It had beer divinely decresd whal His name showld be. It was to be a name that nobody
could counterfeit. Wherefore God hath highly exalted him, and given him a name which

is sbove every neme; thalt st the nome of Jesus svery knee should bow, of thimgs in heaven,
and things in earth, and things under the earth: szand that every tongue should confess
that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father,”

The name YJesus™ is the dome of all vocsl grandeur snd the perorstien ef 8ll splendid
language., The pratiling ehild dess not heve te hear that name many times before it
ventures to spesk it. For that nsme fits the tongue of the baby learming to talk as
well as the tonrue of the orstor Yo vhom people liszten like slaves to an emsncipation
vroclametion. From the tompuss of mothers simzing lullsbies te thelr children and frem
the tongues of choirs with tenor triuvwphs and sopranw superlatives and sglioc excellence
and bass blessedness of song that nawe falls with sase. And vhen old age, sometimes
beset with incessant woes, draws nigh to the sunselt pgates with volice that spesks feebly,
trembiingly and indistinetly, still the name "egus" is the weightiest and sweelest werd
when they sing:

"Jesus, I love Thy charming name,
171z music to my ear:

Fein would T sound it ovt so lowd
That heaven and ezith might hear.?

He asgoeiate pemes with the persens who have them., A man's name is not like a mantle,
but g perfectly fitting germent. Eepulsive as servents in kindergartens are some names.
Hideous as crocodiles in garden pools are some nswes. Reucous as fussy crows and singing

" nightingales is the mention end remembrance of scme names, when we spesk them.

Mention Jezebel! TYou think of one whose 1ife was terrible, whose death was horrible,
Mention Atheliah! You think of a woman who wes bold and bad, who broke pecople on the
wheel of her wnfiimching will. HMenltiom Delilenh! Tou think of ore in whose heart was

the viperous treachery vhich led Samson te blindness, bonds ard death. Mention Cleopatra!l
You think of the besuitful sdder cciled upon the threne of the Plolemies who made

a wreck of Antomy. Mention Mademe de Pompadour! Tou think of the infamous faverite

of the com‘*‘t of Iouis XV, s wemen vhose shamelegs prodicslity makes the cheeks of decency

burn 1011 si You Thi £ the immoral wemen whe m‘emte& Socrstes and Perieles
amoag her fsg% ? lovers. {%n%mn Nero! Your hesrt has a sudden revolt aaalnst
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his beasily brutality. Menbtion &bsalem! You think of & voung men physiecally without

" blemish, 2 wolf in sheep's clothes, vhose face hid the soul of a devil, Mentionm Nepoleond
You think of him, "the archangel of war,” who hurled an avalanche of armies ever Euarope,
who died "a chained Prometheus, the world exultent at his fall,® Mention Judas! You
think of the pitiful wretch whe betrsyed deity, disgraced himanity and destroyed himself.

Many sre the nomes we never like to hear., Mere mention of the memes of some men and

women would cause angels to shudder to the tips of their wings., But there are nemes attractis
and sweet to us. While there sre versons whose msmes make yow think of vinegar, because

they are sour of mature and snmappish of tongue, still there are names that are like

fragrance to our nostrils, music to our ears, horey to our palates, velvet to our touch

and beawby to our eyes,

Say "Jesus"! You think of Bethlehem where heaven put out its brightest star to merk

His birthplace, where a babe, ages older tham His mother, bent the date lines of all the
nations around His manger cradle. Sey ®Jesus®! You think of Cana of Gslilee where, ab
2 wedding "the unconscious water sew its God and blushed." Say "Jesus®™! And you think
of Kazareth, with His voluntary poverty, lowly assccistions, His subjection to Mary amd
Jeseph, though heaven and earth gave instant submission to His commands. Sey "Jesus®!
You think of the Sea of Galilee where you hear the neighing of a great storm as it comes
on with great strides. Say "Jesus™! TYou think of Bethany where, at the tomb of ILazarug,
the tears of humanity streamed from His eves and the voilce of divinity issued from His
lips, and awoke the dead %o lifs,

Say ®Jesus"! You see the face more marred than ary men's, a Face whose cheeks He gave
te them who plucked out the hair. Say "Jesus®! You hear the voice that had in it the
gentleness of the zephyr and the force of the cyclome. Say "Jesus®! You semehow feel
the tender touch of Him Whe touched lepers inte cleanmsss, blind eyes inte seeing, dumb
tongues into singing, deaf ears imto hearing, witheved hands inte wholeness and erippled
feet inteo nimbleness. ' '

Sey "Jesus"! You think of that lonely man Who never toek a gten, or lifted a finger or
breathed a word, to injure anyone, btut Wno welcomed to His leve the mest neglected of
the cutcast, the poorest of the poer, the dullest of the dull, the vilest of the vile,
the saddest of the sad, meking His veme aromatic with all oders and seeordant with all
harmonies,

The most femiliar name of the second persom of the Trinity is Jesus. Tt iz the name
many of us learned at our mother 's knee, and is one which has always been a tower of
strength and av unending seuree of comfort to sny and all who have come to knew and te
love the lord Jesus Christ. -

"Jesus,” oh, how sweet the name!
"Jegus,® ev'ry day the same:
BJesus, ™ let all saints proclaim
Its worthy praise forever.

The blessed neme of Jesus is mighty unte the pulling down of the strongholds of sin,

It is sasy Yo remember., Tt is sweet and powerful music to the ear of the trusting believer.
It contains in its cuphony the sweetest story ever told, the most glericus news ever
proclaimed, and the mightiest messace of hepe ever given., Tt is the fomndation of ocur
religion, the sum and substance of our preaching, and the guiding 1ight for a world lest

in the darkness of sin. It inspires the living, cheers the sorrowful, sustains the
burdened and comforts the dying. It begins our salvation, provides cur sanctification

and insures our glorifiecation.

Fo single world grips the hearte of men like the name of "Jesus.” History is plowed right
and left with the deep furrows of His desthless influence. Imagine what it would be
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like in this world if suddenly the nsme of Jesus were to be tornm from ws and, with it, evefyw
thing for which it stands. Iife is hard encugh as it is. It would be intolersble without
the light of Jesus. Therefore, the grateful heart must exclaim with Newton:

PHow sweel the name of Jesus sounds
In a believer's ears:

It scothes his sorrows, heals his wounds,
Apd drives away his [ears.”

Such musie is owrs because one cumist day, long age, an angel said to devout Josevh: %Take
unto thee Mary thy wife; for thef which is conceived im her is of the Holy Ghost, And
she shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt eall his name Jesus: for he shall save his
people from their sins.” Iet us think of our Iord as He appears in the light of these
gentle words which fell that memorskle day wupon Josephls hearing,

I. The Title Hb Bears,

"Thou shalt call his name Jesus." What is thus suggested is that Mary's Son, Who came
by humen birth, was nevertheless the gift of heaven, the putting ferth of God, in a
sense which can never be claimed for amy other person. It is this fact, and this
alone,; that gives the nsme "Jesus" the divipe overtomes which it so richly earries,

In that name is the overione of sirnlessness, tuletly, unflinebingly, He chaellenged

Hig erities: "Which of you convinceth me of sin?" (John £:46). Peter was in a

position to speak with awthority and full csndor when he said of Jesus: He "did no

#in, neither was guile feumd in Fis mouth™ (I Peter 2:21). Robert Speer wrobe, "Christ'ls
1life bore no scars. There were no memories of past failures or mistskes, He came to
each of the choices and tests of life bearimg no hendicap from the pest." So the name
He bears rings with the music of His flawless holiness.

In that name is the overtome of mesterfulmess, Winds obeyed Him. The seaz was calmed
by Him. Demons fled before Him. Disesse withered under His touch. Sinms were forgiven
at His word. Death was conguered by His power, A world congusst was boldly ammeunced
ag His purpoese: "All power is given wnio me in heaven and om earth. Go ve, therefore,
and teach all nstiems.®

In that name is the overtome of hwmammess. Again and again He spoke of Himself as "the
Son of Man." Through the mysterious door of humen childbirth He came amomg us. By
tagting our griefs, feeling owr hungers, sharing our sweat and toil, He identified
Himself with us as "bone of our bome and flesh of our flesh."

He took this real bul simnless humanity of His and, by comstant relisnce upon the Holy
Spirit, demonstrated how glorious man's life can be when it is conformed o the will
of God. :

"Call His name Jesus”! The angel bade them do it. They did it., &nd now, after nineteen
senturies, the overtones of the title are heard everywhere. Sinlessness, masterfulness
and humanness--these are combined in Jesus as they never have been united in any other
figure. They give us earth's sweetest and purest music.

Ii, The Task He Performs.

"He shall save his people from their sims.” Dean Shirley Jackson Case once suggested
that the religions of the world eould be divided into those of achievement and these
of rescue. In & religion of rescue you begin with an scknowledgment of a man's sinful
failure and his imability te recover and redeem himself. Ood must exiend a hand or
he will sink into the abyss. Cbristianity is a religion of rescue. Tts message is
rimarily thet of Hig redeeming graciousmess. Men need someone to reseue them, ¥Who
anm%r1n§ égﬁ?S forgiveness tggbear upon their soiled consciences and God's power to
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bear upon their misdirected lives, Christ Jesus has the power to rescue men Who are
beaten at the business of Iiving, to smash the shackles that bind them to & world of
evil, and to 1ift them into a new and higher cxrder of living in which they know themselve
to be the soms of God. Joseph Parker once steod in City Temple in london and said,
iChrist is the only man known in histery who was born with specific and exelusive
reference to the sins of the humen family....l thank all men who have done anything
for me, bult there is a fire in me that is burning vwo my life--who iz to put that out?
seecss Ihere is an asp biting st my soul, and 1 am dying of its injected poison. Whe
can touch a mind diseased? This Son of Mary, Son ef God, comes with the avewed purpose
of doing this very thing T want to have done.? To thig task of being man's Saviour
desus Christ is forever committed. Bas He saved you?

The Trust He Deserwves.

We must give Him the trust which is His due. Belief is confidence in = proposition

for which the wind has found evidemee. Trust is commitment t0 a person who may ressonabl;
be entitled %o ocur confidence. Tt is this trust thai goes beyond belief, and links

us, vitally and victoriously, to Jesus Christ our Savieur and Iord.

Often the Word "believe®™ in the New Testament is so used s te include both of" these
elements of faith-—the comsevt of the mind to a truth apd the commitment of ons's self
to a person. You have it well illustrated in the fourth chapter of John. The Sameriten
woman, after her revolutionary coniact with Jesus at the well, went imto the city and

‘pleaded: "Come, see a man vho teld me all things that ever T did: is not this the

Christ?®

0 soul, broken in whatever way you may be, burdened in whatever fashion, bewed under
vhatever load, bound by whatever fetters, give yourself in penitent trust to this
Bethlehem-born Jesus., Test Him for yourself. He will demonstrate His ability teo save
you, to 1ift the burden of your guilt, to scothe the soreness of your weary feet,

to kindle a song in your drab, discordant soul, and to send you awsy singing:

"Hone other lamb, none other Neme,

lione other hope in heaven or earth or sea,
Fone other hiding place from guilt and shame,
lone beside Thee !



