"OUR FATHERY

Hifter thié_, mé.ﬁﬁéi*%hé%éfér‘e DTEY ¥81 Our Father which art in heaven, Héllowed be thy
name, " ¥atbthew f_n?;‘ '

Thig is ome of our Jord's ehoicest lessons inm the high syt of prayer. Bowever, it was
rot Fiz first lesson. He taught [s dlsciples their first lessen im preyer by His own
evapple, Thet whieh first svakened in thelr hesrts a desive to pray was not what Christ
paid shoub vraver, babl whet He 4id about 1t. Thet is alweys the most effective apd
convinedng method of teaching.

Tt wes threugh [is.ewn prayer-lifie that Christ breought His disciples to the realization
of iheir past failwves in.praver, As they webched Him pray; it came home Yo them how
pitifiully imedecwvate their ewn praying had been. But, Fis example did far more for them
then that. A&s they saw Him &l breyer, they not only became convineed of their own past
failures, but also of their amezing cossibilities. So they came to Christ wistfully and
hopefully, with this'wise request, "lord, teach us to pray.”
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-Here we are broughb 'f’a‘ce*;to Face with one of the most vital subjects in conmection with
Christian 1ife, i -Praver is the hiphest activity of the human soul. Man is at his
grestest and bighest when he comes fece o Fface with Cod in preyer. He is at his very
seme vhen he ilg svesking o Cod, Tot only is prayer the highest activity of the soul,
but it is,the ultimste test 6f the scbusl spirituel condition. There is mothing thet
tells the truth sboub cur swirituslity so much as cur prayer Life. The eutsterding _
characteristic of all the mest szintly peedle the world has ever knmown hes been thal they
have not only event wuch time im ‘private prayer, but thet they have delighted in deiung
50, The mere saintly the person The more time he has spent in conversalion with God.

‘There is no quesition but that cur greatest need as Christians is to be able 10 pray more
I1ike our Saviour preved. OCertainly one of the grestest weaknesses of Christians teday

is the paliriness of their vprayer-life. What is the reason? Practical James said, "le
have not, because ye ack not"™ {James 4:2). Prayerless Christisns are pewerless. TFailure
to prey is a sin. Semuel said, "Moreover as for me, God forbid that T sheuld sin against
the lord ir ceasing to pray for you® (I Samuel 12:23), Ve freamently miss the greatest
blessings in the Christianm Jife because we dg net inow how to pray aright. Ve need
instruction ss to how and for what to pray..i Becauss it covers these two things in a won-
derful menner, I plen to spend some time in a consideration of what is generally eslied -
"The lord‘'s Prayer." | 3 '

There is nothing more exalted and elevating than this womderful prayer which was taught

by the Lerd Jesus Christ to His diseiples who came to Fim with this request, fiprd,

teach us to pray." Our Iord found it necessary to warn His followers against certain
dapgers in comnection with prayer, as well as te give them pesitive imstruction. You

will recall that He had elready warned them not to be as the hypocrites, net to pray standing
in the synagoguee and on the corners of the streets in erder to be seen of men, not to '
believe that vain repetitions in and of themselves have any value,and not to think that
prayer had no speciel velme or benefit. He also told them that they must pray in secret.

He taught them to shut oub other people, to shut in themselves with God,and to concentrate
upon Tim and their relationship to Him. Then He went on %o say: "After this manper therefore
pray ye," as He gave Them instrvetion with regard to the methed of prayer. The way in

which. Chrigt ihtroduced this prayer indicated that it is 2 vatiern or model for all of

His follewers through all the cemturies. :

. Bo. #grorant. are we that "ie know not what we should pray for as we ought" (Romens 8:26),

" Our-Iord has graciously furnished the instruction which we so sorely need, revealing the
manner ‘in-which we should approach God, the erder in which our requests should be presented,
the things for,which we most need to ask,and the adoration which is due to the Onme Whom

we ars-supplicating. Here we are taught the manner and method of prayer, ss well as the
matter for which to pray. o 4
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The experience of meny of us is somewhat like that of the man who was sick of the palsy.

He and his four friends believed in the power, goodness and mercy of the Iord Jesus Christ,
tut their problem was how to gain access to Him. Is that not true of us today? How hard

1t seems to be te get right through into the very presence of God when we pray! How difficult
Wit is to force omr way through so meny distracting thoughts, worldly cares and sinful
desires! Being hwmsn, all of us are pressed by the urgency of our position; cares, anxietles,
troubles and snguish of mind.

This model prayer is so simple thai a little child can understand it, and, yet, it is seo
profound that its depths are unfathomable though a schelar spend a lifetime in the study
of it. The first lesson that Christ teaches us in this remarksble prayer is that of a
right cencéption of the Opne to Whom we pray. The imporiance of this is evident at once.
Our conceotion of the One to Whom we pray will surely determine both the nature and the
expsebancy of our prayers.

How, then, are we to think of God? We are to think of Him as our Lord Jesus thought of
Him. Jegus Christ called Fim "Father.® That was how Christ speke to Him throughout His
entire earthly life. This title teaches us %o whom we must pray, nemely, to God alone.
In spite of the fact that many regard God as a principle, He is & Person, and we must
regard Him as such always.

"Our Father which art in hesven® is an expression which presents to uvs the One to Whom

we are to prey. This title proves that God is not a cosmic principle, but a living Person.
Tt comnotes subthority, pewer, wisdom, goodness, love and mercy. By this title 1light is
thrown upon the irmoat nsture of God. Who gave God this name? Who threw this light woon
the divine nature? Only the Son of Ged could have dene so. FKnowledge of God the Father

is gained thromgh the Incarnate Son. By calling God, "Father,® the lord Jesus Christ
brought sunshine into the souls and hope into the Iives of people. He thus revealed the
fact thet God is more than wisdom, more than power and more than justice. Zbove and beyond
everything else, "God is love®™ (I John 4:8).

The key to the understanding of suvecessful prayer is the right appreach. The esgence

of true prayer is found im the words “Our Father." That gloriocus word "Father," which
Christ placed at the begimming of the model prayer, stends alone im all its royal
simplieity. Our heavenly Father is perfect in His knowledge of us. He knows exactly
what we need before we ask Him. Because He always knows what is best for us, He sometimes
nas to refuse our foolish and selfish reguesis. DBecause He is perfect in His love, Ged
is eager to answer our prayers when we ask for the things which are in sccordance with
Fig blessed will, It is to this Divine Person, the Ome Whs has our best interesie at
heart, that we are invited to draw nigh. Since He is our heavenly Father, we are asgured
of His love and power.

This word "Pather! suggests to us the spirit in which our preyers must be offered. We
must pray in the spirit of f£ilial trust and childlike confidence. This title ie nsed
here to teach us confidence, trust, faith and holy beldness. It is intended to insvire
us with that perfect love which casteth out all fear.

Wherein lies the blessedness of heving God for cur Father? He will provide for us. £An
earthly parent provides for his child. Children rely upen thelr parents for the supply

of their meeds. Since we have trusted the Iord for our salvation, can't we trust Him

for a2 livelihood? He feeds the fowls of the air. Certainly, them, He will feed and clethe
the children of Mis grace. "No good thing will He withheld from them that walk uwprightly”
{Pealm 84:11). Moreover, God will protect us from denger. An earthly parenmt is the pro-
tector of his child. He does not hesitste to empley 2ll his strength and resources, if
need be, to vrotect the loved ome from harm. So the eye of God is always upon Hig child.
His omniscience keeps waich, His ommnipotence shelbters, and His providence directs, He
will stand belween wug and danger.
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Fducation iz anocther blessing included in the Fatherhood of Ged. No wise father neglecis
the drawing forth or educing of the physical, mental and spiritusl faculties of his c¢hild.
So cur heavenly Father trains His children for His service here and His glory hereafter.
Another thing which eny wise parent will not negleet is the diseipline of his child,
Greater injury cannot be done to a child than to spare reproof and correction when needed.
Of course, it is peinful to the parent, but it would be unkind clemency and pernicious
selfishness to withheld it, A& child whe does not receive diseipline will grow up to be

a migery to himself and a plague to others. If Ged is our Father, let us submit to His
will. If He lays His strokes om us, they are the corrsetioms of a Father and not the

- punishments of a judes.

How grateful we should be for the privilege of fellowship with the heavenly Father! An
earthly Tather does not treat his children as strangers or visitors, but is on berms of
loving familiarity with them. To our heavenly Father, we may bring our greatest necessities
and bitterest griefs. As children to an earthly parent, we may pour out to God all our
cares, heartaches, problems, fears and hopes, kuowing full well that He delights to listen.

God is the one perfect Father. He is perfect in love and in wizdom, Barthly fathers are
subject to infirmities, but the heavenly Father is perfect, "Your Father which iz in
heaven is perfect® (Matthew 5:48)., EBarthly parents are not alwsys wige, but Ood is all-
wige., In perfect love and wisdom He is working for eur very best inmterests. Fuman leve
can do much, but there are times when it is helpless. God is ever perfeet in helvnfulness.
He is far more aznxious to bless His children than any earthly parent is to grant the reguest
of his child. '

Unfortunately there are meny people to whom the idea of fatherhood iz not one of love.
¥any a libttle boy is the son of a father who is a drunkard and & wife-beater, and who is
nothing but a cruel beast., That little boy knows nothing in life but cursings and beatings
for no jJustifiasble reason whatever. That is his omnly ides of fatherhood. If you tell

him that God is a Father, and leave it at that, it is not very helpful. The poor boy has
a wrong idea of fatherhood. His notion of a father is that of a men who behaves like

his own psrent, :

It is a greabt privilege to be a child of God. This relationship ought to make a fretful
and feverigh attitude toward 1ife impossible. It should enmable us to face whatever comes
of Joy or sorrow with guiet hearts and steady eyes.

When we tske the vesition of children, there iz something more involved than privilege.
There is also obligation. "Our® is the pronoun of partmershin. The title, "Our Father,"
teaches us to recognize the Christian brotherheod and to pray met for ourselves only, but
for the whole family. Many believe in the universal Fatherhood of God and the universal
brotherheed of man, but these docitrines sre not taught in the Bible. Tt is only those
who are in Christ who are truly the children of God. We express our love for the brethren
by eraying for them. Ue should be much coneerned about their needs, as well as our own.

These words, "which srt in heaven," vemind us of God's greatness, majesty and infinite
elevation sbove us. Just as the words our Father" insvire confidence and love, the words
"which art in heaven® sheuld £ill us with huwility and awe. Heaven is a high and exalted
vlace, and we should realize that, when we pray, we are approaching One Who is infinitely
above us.



