ARE WE LIVING IN THE LAST DAYS?
"What shall be the sign of Thy coming, and of the end of the age?® Matthew 2423,

As the time of the crucifixion was drawing near, Jesus told His disciples many things
which they did not understand, He predicted certain future events which were quite beyend
their ability to grasp. When they were alone with Him, sitting on the Mount of Olives,
they said, "Tell vs, when shall these things be? And what shell be the sign of Thy
coming, and of the end of the sage?®

Jesus recognized the tremendous import of their questions and the unique solemnity of

the oceasion. So, He granted their request and teld them what the signs would be. However,
He wes careful to caution them that in giving unmistaksble signs of the approsch of these
grest events, He was not setting any definite time, but only enabling us to recognize
events, when they should come, which wounld plainly show that the end of the age and the
return of the Lord were nesr.

No clearer presentation of the last days is given anywhere then in the twenty-fourth
chapter of Matthew., It is Christ's own story of the days just ahead, We are not left
in the dark. The future has been uwnveiled, and we know something of what is to come.
The signs of the prophetic Word of God were given to us and sre to be understood.
Instesd of condemning us for watching for them, Jesus encourages us to do so, and He
goes so far as to enumerate them,

Sineere and honest people, both Christiens and non-Christians, are asking, "Are there any
real signs showing that the Lord's return is near?® If thers are, is it safe or right
for us to atiempt to interpret them? What has the Word of God to say sbout the wor 1dts
Saturday Night; and do present-cday conditions lend any appreclable evidence that we are
living in that time? We shall find that the Bible has much to say regerding the conditions
on this earth preceding the "END OF THE AGE.®

In recent yesrs the world has been shaken to its very foundations. There have been
stupendous changes -- governmental, economic, industrial, morsl, and religious. We are
living in a world of repid and constant changes. Modes of travel, methods of communicstiion,
weans of commerce, and inventions for pleasure and comfort change so frequently as 1o keep
the whole industrisl worid in 2 stir. An sutomobile, a Pullman coach, a radio, or a house
that was thoroughly modern yesterdsy is discarded today for a newer model. Men is no
longer centent to read by a tallow dip; he wust have his Mazda reading lasmp and indirect
lighting, He will not ride in the pioneer stage eocach; he must have an eight-eylinder
automobile, a stream-lined train, or a iranscontinentsl plane. He no lenger lives in

the quiet of the humble cottage immortalized by Burns in his “Cotterts Ssturday Night,*
but on 2 crowded and busy street in an electrified flat. His foed no longer comes from
the garden, smoke-house andeellsr, but from the corner grocery and delicatessen. His
musie comes to him by way of the radioc. His children, if any, 2re born in 2 hospital,
reared in & nursery, and educated in a boarding-school. We certainly live in 2 nervous,
restless, changing and troubled werld.

We are living in days of world upheaval and crisis unperalleled. Grave dangers lie shead.
The present hour is a dark one, National problems are muitiplying. The internstionsl
situation is becoming more complicsted, entangled and critical. Whither are we bound?
How soon will the terminal be reached? What lies just shesd? Such questions as these
forcing themselves upon vs. Men know not which way to turn. Bewilderment, apprehensicn,
and uncerteainty are evident everywhere. The leaders of the nations are like & blind-
folded man in a dark cleset locking for @ black cat which is not there. One of their
chief concerns is to perpetuate themselves in their present positions. TFesar of the
future is in the hearts of most thinking people.

Why are we in such & mess? For a good meny years God has been left out of the affairs
of this world, Men sre not big enough to run the world on their owm. When they refuse
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God a place in their plans He will never force Himself upon them. Both Christisn men
ard unsaved mern now renlize that the world can not go om 8s it is now going. They know
that stuperdous, world-convuleing world events are ahead. Arnd there are signs everywhere
for those who heve eyes to see, Luke 21:124-33,

Let us take the lsmp of prophecy and light vp some of the signe which indiczte that "the
coming of the Lord dreweth nigh." These signs are of vorylng charscter, some relating
to genersl conditiens, 2nd others to gpecific events. I eimply ask you to ponder the
present corditions in the light of the meny arresting vrovhecies of God's Word and craw
your own conclusions as to their value and as to the significanee of our times.

I. The Politicsl Sign.

1. Inereased lawlessness.,
"Iniquity shell sbound.® Matthew 24:12. Thet this has been fuifilled iz demonstrated

by the daily press and cuwrrent radie newscasts., Inmiquity is publie, open, and uneurbed
by law. Vast numbers of people scoff #t law, and glory in ignoring or defying every.
sewblance of law in every walk of life. Iaulessness is evident in art, in merals,

in povermment, and in religion, ' :

Modern raging waves of lawlessness in owr age have their roots in the homes. Iawless
parents beget lawless children. Before the fathers abdieated the thrones of their
komes to the children, the average age of eriminsls was over forty. Today it is well
under twenty. FEighty-five percent of criminals today ere betueen sixteen and twerty=-
five. In the lsei thirty-five yesrs crine has incressed over twelve hundren percent.
We are wniversally krown =s the most lsuless nstiorn in the worid., But, how could it.
be otherwise, with offieialdom leading the way? Our own apnval crime bill is over
fifteen billion doliars, which is fifty dollars per month to every average family in
our nation, - :

2, Conflicts between the nations. ' '
*For nation shell rise againet nation, and kingdem ageinst kingdom." Matthew 2437,
Our world is prepering for wer. Nations are building battleships, strengthening their
armies, and developing their air forces., OSome favering this course will comtend that
preparing for war will prevent wer. General VMaurice said, "I went ihto the British
Army believing that if you want pesce you rust prepare for wer. I belleve now that
if you prepare for war, you will get wer." Even Hitler said, "It is impossible to
build up an army and give it a sense of worth if the object of its existence is not
the preparation for war. Armies for the preservation of peace do not exists they
exist only for triumphant execution of war." Gilbert Murray was right when he said,
"Competition in armements means the wreck of givilization throughout the world."
Bernerd Shaw enjoyed s moment of sanity long enough to write, uThe more I study the
governments of this world, the more I feel persuaded thet the other planets have
tursed this one into their lumatic asylum." ‘ :

II. The Educational Sign.

-1, Inerssse of knowledge, .
' "Many shall run to and fro and knowledge shall be increased.” Damiel 12:4. A century

ago there were but comparatively few schools, and only a sm2ll percentage of the
people received an education. Today the country is filled with educational institutions
of 211 kinds. Schools, colieges, and universities have been established in unprecedented
numbers., At least one fourth of our population is pretending to pursue some course of

study.

2. Incresse of travel,
Various inventions have speeded wvp tramspertation in s marvelous way. For example, we

have the automobile, trein, ané airplsne. Din't God's Word say, "The chariots shall
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be with flaming torches in the day of His preparation . . . The chariots shall rage
in the streets, they shall jostle ome sgainst another in the broad ways; they shall
‘seem like torches, they shall run like the lightnings.* HNehwm 2:3-4. Issish said,
"Who are these thet fly as a cloud, and as the doves to their windows?" Isalsh 60:8.
Te tyrevel is no longer unuswal. The meodern mesns of trapsportatlon are bringing
“knowledge and understanding to our psople.

III. The Eecomomie Sign.

T Iv.

"This know #lso, that in the last days perilous times shall come.” II Timothy 3:1.
What are some of the contributing factors?

i. & craze fer pieasure,
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A eraze for gambling. '

The vice of gambling is legelized in meny states, and winked at in others. It is
advocated by some sclely on the ground thet it is productive of revenue.. Even some
church members gamble for prizes at their bridge clubs, but I chsllenge the world
to find one of them whe hes ever brought a lost: person to 2 saving knowledge in
Jesus Christ,. .

Cenfusion ir the industrial world. '
There is in our day a widespread dissatisfaction and unrest, & multiplieity of strikes,
seizure of property, mob viclemee, etc. '

Financial insolvenay.
In all the world there is less than twe hundred billion dollsrs in money, which is
far less than the present, but ever-increasing debt of the United States.

The Socecial Sign.

l.

Disobedience to parents.

"For men shall be lovers of their own selves, covetous, bossters, proud, blasphemers,
disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy,™ II Timothy 3:2. In meny homes porents
andiheir children have exchanged places, and the parents now obey their children. -

. -Many young people are now taught to accept nothing as final and absolute, to experi-

ment and find out for themselves, to give full play to self-expression, and to do

as they want to do. Not long ago, in another eity, the President of & State Tescher's
College spoke to the incoming freshmen in part as follows: "Accept absolutely nothing

until you have proved it te your owm satisfaction. Take nothing on your parentst say-
so, or your minister's. The maxims, moral apd ctherwise, of the alleged 'wise men' of
old heve no meaning for the present age. Times have changed. What was true yesterdsy
is not trus today; what was right yesterdsy is not right today. Have a medern outloock
2nd a modern mind, Don't let your mind be a storehouse, and your life an outworking,

of sntique ideas. Don't live by moral standards which are cut-of-dzte; they may have

been good conce, they aren't now." - :

Degeneracy of life. : :

In 1893 the World'd Fair was held in Chicago. The most popular place =t that Fair was
the Tabernacle vwhere Moody amd John McNeil preached every afternoon and evening. In
1933 by far the most people went to see the "Fan-Dance." Society has degenerated,

The Religious Sign.
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False prophets.
"And meny false prophets shall rise, and shell deceive many." Matthew 24:11. The
world has never before had ss many isms, Satan-inspired and man-made religions.

Their number is legion and they continue to incresse,

Coldness in religion.
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“And because iniquity shsll abound, the love of many shall wex cold.” Matthew 24:12,

World-wide evangelism,

"And the gospel mupst first be preached amorg all natiorns." Metthew 13:10. Scon this
prophecy will heve been fulfilled, snd some people in every nation will have he@rd
the goapel.

4 great spostasy from the faith, :

*In the jatiter times sowe shell depart from the falth, giving heed to seducing spirits,
snd doctrines of demons.” I Timothy 43:1. "Let no men deceive you by any means: for
that day shall not come, except there come a falling sway first.® II Thessalonians 2:3.
Pewl tells us thet the time will come whemn "they shell turn away their ears from the
truth, 2nd shall be turned inte fables." II Timethy 4:¢4. This turning away is taking
pirce in doctrinal standsrds, in church atiendance, in Sabbath cobservance, ete. What
influence does such apostasy have upen the unbelieving world cother than te confirm it
in its doubt, its indifference, and its open antagonism to the gospel of Jesus Christ?

- Symptoms of thig apostasy are evident in the present disinelination for prayer and for

serious things, a disregard for Bible teachings, less serious views of sin, and an
mwillingness to receive reproof for sinning. ‘

An attitude of uneconcern.

e it wes in the days of Noa%, s0 ghsll it be in the days of the Son of Man.®

Metthew 24:37. In the days of Nesk, they ate, they drank, they married, they bought,
they sold, they plarted, they h&iiug etc, And you say, ﬁher& is the sim in doing

these things? They are rot only comsarded, but they are necessary. The sin was not

in doing them, but in doing them UKTIL THE FLOCD Ci¥E. Thet is, they did nothing else.
They forzot to wership God, their Maker. Many pecple today eare so busy in doing things,
many of which are good, that they do not have any time to worship God. They are so
busy bullding homes here that they do not have time fto secure a home in heaven.

Nosh presched righteocusness and an approaching judgment. He met with & general
indifference. Nobody csred., Jesus szid it would be similar to that preceding the
return of the Saviour. There is ignorance of the impending doom, engagement in
worldly things, and spiritual conditions are at a far too low ebb,

This dark picture is & cloud on which the Lord casts the rainbow of His promise,

Jesus said, "When these things begin to come to pass, them look up, and 1ift wp your
heads; for your redemption draweth nigh." Luke 21:28, It is later then you may '
think, If you have work to do, do it now. If you have a witness to give, give it

now, If you have a scul to winj win him now. If you heve an obligation to discharge,
discharge it now, If you have & preparation to make, make it now. If you have children
to traimg train them now. Time is passing and you are passing out of time.



