PUTTING FIRST THIRGS FIRST

"But seek ye first the kingdom of Ged, and his righteousness; and gll these things
shsll be added unto you.® Matthew 6:33,

Here our Lord is continuing His consideration of the terrible danger thalt confronts
Christians of becoming overburdened with the things that belong to time and te life in
this world., He divided His teaching into two main divisions, the danger of beoarding
up earthly and worldly things, and the danger of being cppressed by them or being
worried about them. Basiecally it is the ssme problem; but it tends to sffect pecple
in these two different ways.

In the previous verses our lord was reasening this thing out with the pesple. He
reasoned like thig, "Is not the life more tham food and the bedy more than raiment?™
By that He meant that if God has given us the lifs and the bedy, surely He will leock
after it; if He has done the greater, He will surely do the lesser. Fventually He
supmed it up in the statement, "0 ye of 1little faith.® That is really the cause of
the trouble, Any worry sbout 1lifs and its contingent cirecumstances is finally due te
a lack of faith. He contended that if only they had greater faith they would gebt rid
of a1l this proneness to worry.

Christ uttered & very imporiant statement to the effect that to be worried and amxious
about food and dripk and elothing, end your 1ife in this world, is to be like the
Gentiles. The Gentiles were the heathen. The Jews were God's chogen people. It was
tkhey whe had the erzeles of God and the speeial krowledge of God. If T sm werried
about the things whieh I iack, then I am reslly living as a heathen, who does not have
any revelation or knowledge of God. His view is enbirely limited by his own thoughts,
and he laseks the light frem sbeove. Our Lord is saying, if you are living a life fumll
of anxiety and worry you sre teking the pagan view of 1life, you do not seem to be
helped st a1l by Christlanity.

Such 2 view of 1life determines one's way of living snd contrels one's bghavier., "As a
msh thinks so he dogs.® Tou can always tell what a man's philesephy of life is by the
way in which be lives and by the wey he resets te the things that are happening round
and about him.

UFor after all these things do the Gentiles {the heathen, the pagsns) seek.? This word
"seek® is a very strong one. It mesns that they seck earmestly, that they sre cortinually
secking thess things, that they really live for these things. It can be truly said that
they sre consigtent., They live for these things. Are we like that? If these things
are first in our lives, says our Lerd, and if these things monopolize our thinking and
our living, then we 2re no bether than the heathen. There are se many spiritual world-
lings in ene respeet. If you talk to them about selvation, they have the cerrect view,
but if you talk to them sbout 1life im genersl, they are worldlings. If you listen to
thelir ordinary conversation about life in this world, you will discover sz heathen
philosephy. They are worried abeut food and drink, they are always talking about what
they have or what they do mot have. These things really contrel them. They are slways
thinking snd taiking sbout them. That is to be 1like the heathen and Christ says thsat =
Ghristien ouvght not te be like that.

These words about seeking first the kingdom of God and His righteousness were spoken by
Christ to a group of worried people, who were disturbed as to how to mske ends meet.
Most people are asnxious about something. If it is not about food or elothing, it is
sbout their health or thelr children, or about the future. When Christ saw how such

anxieties were oceupying the thoughis and distracting the minds of these who were before
Him, He told them to turn their minds from these material things %o semething higher.
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Food and elothing, like peace and heppiness, are by-produets. They are found by secking
something better. OChrist said that the one secret of freedom from care is to seek first
the rule of God and let Him take eagre of the rest., "Seek ye first the kingdem of God,
and his righteousness: and all these things (which you need for deing His will) shall

be added unte you.®

Christ is here suggesting a technigue for the selution of our problems, which runs counter
to our thinking and practicimg. He is saying that the first step toward getting whet we
need is a right relationship with Ged and to His program. He is saying that the enthrone-
ment of God is the shortest pessible rouwte to the solution of every humsm problem. Be-
cause we refuse to seek first the kingdom of God and His rightecusness, the things ve
need are denied to us rather than sdded to us. The attitude of so many is: "Seek ye
first the kingdom of knowledge, or momey, or recreation, or fashion, an@ religion can
then be edded if you heppen to like that sort of thing.® It is wrong to try God omly

as a last resort.

Seme put last things first, but intend to attend to first things by and by. Thelr great
concern is to establish themselves in business first; to suceceed in their professions
first; to get on in the world first; amnd then to beeome religious and seek the things

of God. This is a definite reversal of the command of Christ. It is livimg in a state
of deliberate disobedience. Such a persen runs the constant risk of dying withoul getiing

prepared for death.
I. The Pursmit.

"The kingdom of God.? Seeking His kingdom mesns giving our hearis %o His love end
our minds to His purpese. Our great guest in life should be to please God, tc obey
Christ and to follow the leadership of the Holy Spirit ip winming souls and building
up the kingdom of God. Life for the Christisn should be increasingly a God-centered
experience. . As we are seeking first the kingdem of God our kingdems mmst be subjeet
to His kingdom, our wills yielded to His will, our mesns surrendered Lo His eontrol,
our powers under His direction, our rulership under His guidance and our gll cemmitted
to His wey and care.

2] gurrerder 211, I surrender all,
A11 to Thee, my blessed Ssviour,
I surrender all.®

It is only as God is made the center of the life that the 1ife agsumes its true
proportions, imparts its deepest joys, and preduces its grestest blessings.

iI. The Frecept.

"Seek ye first.® This great good is to be sought -- "Seek yo first." The word
translated "seek" 1s a strong ene; it weans to seek earnestly, intensely, again and
again; it includes the idea of eagerness; solieitude and importunity. This lav of
secking in order to find is in harmony with the rule of 1ife in every department of
effort. If a man wants money, he must seck it if he wants lesrning, he must pay
its price in hard study. Ignorance he mey have without effort.

Among the hindering influences to seeking the kingdom of God are the intemsity of
business, the busy life of our times and the current of public opinion. But, if we
are to follow the Lord fully, we mast dare to be singular.

God is to have first place in the life. Before all other interests, no matter how
attractive or necessary, comes God. We are in danger of msaking the means of living
the end of living: of being so much concerned abeut making a living that we forget
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to live. The primary things in life are often neglected beesuse of our abscrption
in things whieh are merely secondsry, Life's greatest blessinmgs and joys are to be
found, mot in the putting of self first, by desiring things in the form of wealth,
pleasure, social prestige, fame, or achievements, but im the putting of Geod first.
The dangercus tendency is to place self, friends, monsy, power, preperiy, and all
else first, sllowing Ged to be last. If we will placs first the kingdom of God, then
His ckurech, His work, His will snd His power will be first and foremost all the time.
Putting God first takes faith, surrender, yieldedness and comrage., It also involves
our personslities, our possessiens and cur plans. The eare of the soul is to take
precedence over all other things; and the affairs of this 1life are thus o be made
gecondary to these of the 1ife to come.

Put first things first in point of time. We are to seek them first azs & matter of
highest importance. Other things may be important, but not comparable with these.
Seeking the kingdom of God and His righteousness can make you hsppy here and now. We
were made for God; to love Him, to live in fellowship with Him, b0 prgise Him, te
serve Him and to do His blessed will. The proper order of our human pursuits should
be God first, others second and self last. In your life is Ged first or is pleasure,
money or family first? '

The Promise.

A1l these things shall be added unto you." Unless this command is obeyed, the promise
will not be fulfilisd. The promise is closely related to the pursuit and the precept.
The kingdom of God is not seb in opposition to the things of the world for whieh men
gseck; it is set sbove them. It belongs to a realm which is higher than the physieal
and the materisl, It has to do with the essenitial life of mamn. A faithful pursnit of
the kingdom of God gunarantees the supply of all needful things.

We need to realize that in 211 thinmgs ocur first dubty and respomsibility is to God Him~
self. The 01d Testament prophets were constantly stressing the law of divine priorities.
I wonder whst the Shunamite woman thought when Elijah the prophet gpplied to her fer
room and bosrd. She explained that her little store of food was aimost gone; there was
but a small guantity of meal im the bottom of the barrel and a little oil to mix with
it. She was going to do g last baking for herself and her son, and then there would
be nothing left, but Elijah, the men of God, said, "Mske me s czke first." One eould
imagine her exelaiming, "What, make you & cake first! You, a stranger, when I and my
son have se litile left I" The answer might well have been, "Yes, it is a question of
priorities; hereafter you are to run a boarding house for God. Put God first and He
will look after you and your needs." 8o off she went and did as she was bidden and
lo, she had more than enough as lonz as the famine lasted and the prophet remained as
her guest. She gave God the first place and He in turn honored her faith and saw that
she did not come to want. He will never be the debtor of any person. This is just

a picture of what He will do for 1l of us when we give Him the first place in our
lives. Our Lord Jesus insists on this sgain and sgain. Whatever you do, do not fail
to put first things first, to recognize the importance of honoring God abeve everything
else.



