NEY TESTAMENT RAPTISM

"Go ye therefore, and teach all netions, bapiizing them in the neme of the Fether, and of
~ the Son, and of the Holy Chost: Tesching them to observe all thinss whatsoever I have com—
manded you: and, lo, I ax with you slway, even unbo the end of the world.® Matthew 25:19-20.

Of the two orélnances which Christ commernded His churches o cbserve until He returns, bep-
tism comes +~1?~st°

I.

I1.

IIl.

Iv.

What Is The Meaning Of Beptism?

Bapbisw is the immersgion in water ¢f a believer In Christ upon & profession of faith
in Eim es Saviour and Lord.

Why Was The Lord Jesus Chrisi Baptized?

As certainly as anything ever ook place, Jesus Christ was immersed in the Jordan River
by John the Baptist. Yhen He requested John the Bapiist o baptize Him, he shrank from
administering the ordinsnce. He proifesied, sayving, Y1 have nesd io be bapiized of
Thee, end comest Thoun to metl To the objection of John the Baptist Christ made the
following reply: HSuffer i% {0 e so now: for thus it becometh us te Folfill 211
righteousness.” In this picture of subjection, desth. burisl znd resurrection "i% be~
cometh us to frlifill 811 rightecusness.® This rightecusnese was t0 be fulfilied by
hig desth, burizl and resurreciion., In Eis baptism Christ could show how He would
fulfill it in His desth. ih?m Ee was baplized at the beginning of His ministry, He
showed in figure whsi FHe would do at the close of that ministry in fact., In His bap~
tism was the form--He was buried ss dead. In ths end there was the reality--He was
taried, being dead. In His beptism He rose from the emblemstic greve. In His resur-
rection He rose from the desd. Jesug Christ was bapiized in Jorden to show forth His
death, His burial and His resurrection. His obedisnt and loving children zre beptized
for the same object thai{ Christ was, namely, 10 picture His stoning work. Anyihing
which does not portray the dea%h burisl and resurrection of Christ is not Few Testa-

ment bapiism.

Yhen Jesus Christ wes baptized, it was CGod's child being baptized, God's man doing the
baptizing, Godts method by which it wes done, and God's purpose for which it was done.
His ba%tlsm.was intended tc be for =211 tlmes the examvle and patiern of those who
shouid become members of ‘His churches.

Who Should Be Beptized?

On this guestion the scriptures are very simple and plain. Any reader of the New
Testament will cobserve that enly believers in Christ are the proper subjects of bap—-
tism. Christ commended the meking of disciples and then the baptizing of thenm.
Pecple are to be bepbtized after they are seved, snd never before. In every case of
Mew Testament beptism salvation preceded the ordinasnce of baptism. The Wew Testament
indicaites that baptisn was sdminisiered only Ho those persons who had revented of
thelr sins snd beliesved on the Lord Jesus Christ as thelr perscnsl Saviour. In order
for beptism to be scriptural the cendidate must be 2 child of God. Otherwise, it
cannot be baptism, even though it msy be an immersion.

Why Should All Believers Be Baptized?
Zelievers in Christ cannot be obedient to Chriet unless they follow Him in baptism.

Ko Christian should ever regerd baptism as unimportant. For enybody 1o say that bap-
tisr is & metter of 1ittle conseguence is io dispute the Word of (od.
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Why should all believers be baptized?

e Yo do whet Christ did. ‘
His exsmple was perfect. [Therefore, it is right for everybody whom He hes seved.

2. "o please God the Father.
Yhat & privilege it is to do tkat which our Lord Jﬂsus ¢id and thereby please God

the Father

3. o obey the commend of Christ,
The Great Commission, s spoken by Chrisit, mekes it the imperative &utv of every

c¢hild of God %o be baptized., Bapiism is copmended with emphasis, and enforced by
recurring exsmples in the Few Testamment.
o Mo confess onels faith in Christ.

5. To prove onels loyalty to Christ.
' To be bsﬁtlaei ig to acknowledge Christts 1eeaarsk1ﬁ, 4o enter Fis army, andé to

sweer sllegiznce to Him ss Lord snd Master. Beptism is a2 test of loyslty to
Chrisi. IF we are loyal to Him, we will be obedient io Eim.

6. Mo dramatize the gospel of Christ.
The desth, burial snd resurrection of Christ are Aramntized by the believer im
his baptigim. The Christian also symbolizes his death to sin whéen he goes under
the water end his rising to walk in newness of 1ife when he comes up t of the

water.
¥ho Sheuld Zaphizel?

Some ask, "Does it meke any difference as to the administrator?® Christ must have
thought it made s lot of differsnce or He never would have iraveled sixty miles over
dusty roads from Nazzareth to Jordsn ito be baptized by John the Bapiist.

The administration of Deptisnm is not committed to the worid. Fo sane person would
contend thet the world heas been made the custodiasn of an ordinence eppointed by Him
whose "kingdom is not of this world.! The administration of baptism has not been com—
mitted b0 those who have not been beptized themselves. There is noe scr1p%urcl sath- -
ority for the administraziion of baptism by an unbapitized men.

In giving the ccommend to beptize Christ designsted the ones who was o perform ithis
crdinance. Thai responsibiliiy rests upon & church snd that alons. It was to the
church that Christ gave the ordinsnce, "Teaching them Vo observe 2ll things whaiso-
ever I have commanded you: eand, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the
world.? Maithew £8:20. FHe did not give this commission to individuals, but ic the
church. 1 would not administer bepiism for snybody without being authorized by s
church to 4o so. To whom 4id Christ give the ordinsnce of baptism, to the individual
or o the chumreh? 411 know that Christ gave the ordinspnce ito Eis church. (Christ pre-
seribed the sdministrator, which is & New Testesment church. The man who administers
the ordinance of bewtism for e church should bhé & saved man, 2 bapiized men, a member
of & c¢hurch of like faith sznd order, = msn c¢slled of God tc the gespel minisiry, a
man who has been ordained for thls and other specific purposes,

Why Do We Yot Accept Alien Immsrsion?

1. It is unscriptural.
1% is umscripiural in that it seis sside the authority of the one inmstitution to
vhich Jesus Christ committed the ordinance of baptism. Yhe scripiures mske it
very plain thet Christ gave the ordinsnce of baptism {c His church, and not to
Eis discivles a8 mere individusls. After giving the commend to baptize believers
or dzsc1ples, Christ added, "spnd lo I am with you alweys even unto the end of the
worid.% Could He be with those disciples, who soon would die, to the end of the
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see? Of course not i As individusls they would not live that long. Indeed, all

of them heve been desd for centuries. Then, 1% follows that Christ did not zive
the commend t0 baptize to the discinles as individuels, but to His church, an
snetitution to which EHe had ¢lresdy promised perpetuity throughout the age. To

no other institution, organizstion, or anything else did He ever give any suthority
to bapbtize. So then, baptism is not en individual ordinance, but & church ordin-
ance. Alien immersion is unscripiural. S

Wothing renders bapbtism more unscripturel than for its sdministrstion to be with-
ouf proper guthority. Anyone ought to be able o see this. To illusirste, Survoss
I could secure 2 printing press that would exactly duplicate United States cur-
rency. Would money issued by me be acceptable? Certainly nei. Ths paper might

e alright, the ink might be alright, but certainly there would De one thing wrong.
%hat? Why, I have no suthority to print and send forth pesper money. HMoney that

is not authorized by the United States government is counterfeit. ZRapiism that

. is not sdministered by the divinely constiiuted authority is countsrfeit.

¥I1,

It is inconsistent. _

Tg receive alien immersion is to resverse the Baptist position of many centuries.
Tt iz bo throw sside the teschings of our Beptist sncestors for which, sccording
to history, more than fifty million heve been rui to death by martyrdom. To ac-
cept a2lien immersion would be to place curselves in the position of being just
snother sect. Alien immersion is the mother of & whole brood of heresies. It

elwsys makes for confusion and trouble ip a church.

Aets 19:1-5 tells ng about twelve men who were bapiized for the wrong purpose.
Somecne over in Palestine hsd been bapiized by John the Baptist and had come 0
Ephesus and without any authoriiy at all had administered beotisnm to these twelve.
These men thought that bapiism wss the main thing. They had not even heard of
the Holy Spirit. They were not proper subjects fer baptism, for they had nos
received the Holy Spirit. Vhen Faul came by snd explained tc them the error of |
their baptism, and taught them their nsed of Christ, and led them to trust Him
sg their Seviour, then they were beptized. Without s murmur or complaint they wers
$immersed for the second time. Immersion cen bs repested; beptisn cannok. It takes
far more than an immersion to meke 2 baptism. It tekes 2 qualified subject, a -
saved person; & gualified administrator, one who is acting under the suthority of
& Wew Tesitsment church; and & right motive and design, a love for the Lord Jesus
Christ snd = desire 0 glorify Him, by being buried with Him in the likeness of

ts death and being reised with Him in the likeness of His resurrection. The fzet
that these twelve men had not been saved made void the whole performence.

What Constitutes Seripturel Repiism?

1. ‘The proper authority—-Christ.
The suthority for tepitism ie Chrisi. He is the One Who issued the great
commend which includes the siziement, "bepiizing them in the name of the
Fother snd of the Soh snd of the Eoly Spirit.¥ Christ is the suthoriyvy for
beptism. When & church receives 2 candidate for baptism znd insiructs ner
vastor to administer the ordinance, she 1is simply -expressing her bslief in
the fiiness of the person to be baptized on the basis of his testimony that
he is & seved person, and the willingness of the church $o receive such an
one into her fellowshirp. '

2. %he proper sdminisirator--the church.
Only churches orgeunized sccording to the petiern found in the Vew Testsaent



-4 -

ing the'same things which the New Testemend churches
rators of ithe church ordinances.

per subject--2 believer in Chrisi.

In thse Grsat Commission Christ commanded His church to mske disciples and
then %o baptize them. The only propsr subject for beptism is a believer in
Christ or a child of God. Tmnless thisg is true of the cendidate an immersion
is not =2 baptism.

4,  The propsr act--immersion.
No honest and reputabtle scholar in the world will deny thst. beptism is the
immersion in water of & Deliever in Chrisi. Anyihing less than that connot
picture & burial and a resurrection. Sometimes a person will say something
about the different forms of bapitism, when as a matter of faci there is only
one form mentioned in the Word of God, and, Dbssidse, the word iiself has one
meaping. To call something elge baptism does not meks it that, '

5. The proper formula-—-¥in the ns the Father and of the Son zand of the
Holy Spirit." This was the formmis that Christ gave in the Gresi Commission.
Believing thet God the Fether, Christ the Son snd the Holy Spirit have dis-
tinctive parts in ths salvatloa of the simmer, it would be yrebellion not %o
bopiize the saved person in the name of the Trinity.

e

6.  fThe proper design~-5 buriszl wiith Christ,

It is not the purpese of baptism to Dring one inito the position of the saved.
Baptism does not procure salvation, bub it plotures it. New Testament hap-
tisnm hag a two-fold symbolism. It symbolizes Christts death, burisl and
resurrection for sinful men, asnd the death of the believer %o sin, his burial
of the old 1ife o5 sin, and his resurrsciion 0 walk in newnesg of 1ife in

-Christ Jesus.

Anything which does not include these six elements is noi New Testament baptism.
3ccewtin£ thses plain Hew Testement teachings and praciticing them will automaﬁically
40 away with 211 unscriptursl nrsctlces and be a great blessing to auny Cnrist*an,

asg well a5 apy New Testament church.



