THE MINISTRY OF SMALL THINGS
HMatthew 10:42 '

"And whosoever shall give to drink unto one of these 1ittle ones a cup of cold water
only in the name of 2 disciple, verily I say unto you, he shall in no wise lose his
reward.® Matthew 10:42. '

in His preaching and teasching it was the custom of our lord to use the sirplest things
of 1ife toc teach His sublimest lessons. Whether Fis audience was one of philesonhers or
peasants, He used the most remerkable simplicity in His message. Tt seems that He felt
there was the possibility of some uniearned persen being in Fis audience, so He spoke
only in that language which could be comprehended by the simplest man in all the company.
fAmong the subjects which He used most pointedly were bresd and water--those most
essential elements in human 1ife. On one occasion He said, "I am the bread of life.'
John As13-14.

When Christ said, "And whosoever shall give te drink unto one of these little ones a
cun of cold water only in the name of a diseciple, verily I say unto vou, he shall in no
wise lose his reward,” He taught one of the mest sublime lessons of all Bis cereer as

& teacher. This lesson on "The Minlstry of Small Thirnes™ was one which the disciples
neecded at that particular time more than any other He could have taught them, It is
one which we need today as much as the disciples needed it nineteen centuries ago.

Whatever Christ tenght or mentioned is alwaye worthy of onr most careful considerstion.
This 1lg the only reference in the Bible %o a cup of cold water, but our Lord glorified
it and made the giving of it to a thirsty traveler something worthy of divine reward.

There is more Lo this Yeup of celd water™ than appears on the surfece. Tn eastern

lande the water is drawn frem e well in the court, or else brought from & distance, The
nousewife usuwally provides the day's supply in the morning snd lets it stand ready for
use e it is needed.. As the day advances the water pebts werm. It would be an easy

thing for her:to give a cup of bthis water to a thirsty person, but "2 cup of -cold water"”
suggestes the Kindly thoughi that she ook the trouble fo rtm te the well to draw a fresh
drink. Too often we give tepid water te save ourselves trouble. But you will note

that Christ Indicated it is the cup of cold water' that cells for the reward.

It is imporitant to distinguish between salvation and rewsrds. Salvation is s gift from
God, which cannot be earned, wheress, rewards are given to ws s a result of the service
which we render after we have been saved. OUnly Christians ¢an earn rewards. To the
children. of God His Word says, "God is not unrightecus to forget your work and labor

of love, which ye have showed toward His HName, in thail ye have ministered to the saints,
and do minister.® Hebrews 6:10.

God's Hord plainly says that salvation is a present possession. We do not have to wait
until we get to heaven to discover whether or not we are saved. According to the Saviour,
Christians have passed from death unto life. In John 5:24 He said, "Verily, verily, I
say unto you, He that heareth my word, and believeth on him that sent me, hath everlasting
life, and shall not come into condemnations but is passed from death unito Iife.” We have
been saved from our sing, therefore, we shall never come into judgment to see if we sre
fit for heaven. However, rewsrds will not be given until the return of Christ. Revelation
22:12 save, "And, behold, I come quickly: and my reward is with me, to give every man
according as his work shall be." When He comes, our reward will be in exsct proporilion to
the service we heve rendered. If we have been faithful, greet will be the reward. If we
have been unfaithful, end have 1itile to show for the years we hsve professed His Neme,
then we shall not receive a reward. '

Is it right for Christiens to lock for rewsrds as a result of doing His service? Should
they not serve Him out of sheer gratitude snd without thought of what might come to them
in the end? In case you think thet rewards azre an unworthy motive, may I remind you thet
they loomed large in the ministry of Christ. He often vromised them, as our text indicates.
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Our Savicur offered them for our encouragement and insplration. ¥Meny times Christians
miss the blessedness which comes from thinking of thet wonderful vlace called "the judgment
seat of Christ.!

John four brings out the cleer digtinction between salvation and rewasrds, and alsc sels
forth our lord!s endorsement of rvewards. As He sat by Jacob's well, He offered
salvation to the Samsritan woman as & gift, which is something that mulititudes today
say camnot be received in this marmer. Then, in verse thirity-six, Christ said, "ind he that
reaneth receiveth wages.” Salvation is obtained by the simple act of faith, while rewards
come as wages for service rendered. Ue .geit inbo heaven by an act of God through Christ,
but our position in hesven is determined by our acts on earth as Christisns. If we are
Faithful respers, preat will be our wages. ' '

. Y
These are days when we are given numerous opportunities for rendering Christian service.
e may or may not be cavable of doing great things, but it is not to those thai our
text is drawing our attention. Rather, it directs our attention to thet which is small
and simple and commonplace, The Master said, "a cup of cold water only." This is not
congidered expensive, and yet how valuable it is, esvecially when it is needed very
mich. This expréssion certainly sugzests a huvan need. No human can do without water..
Regardless of the generation to which one belongs he alvays has this need. Whenever men
has Ffound himself without water he has been conscious of his need, and realized how
precarious his sitvation. Then, just as man must have water to guench his physical
thirst, even so must he have something to guench the thirst of his soul. Our text not
only suggests & nead, but also a satisfeetion. I would be much worse should one feel
his spiritual need and had nowhere to go to get ithet need supplied.

This verse is a kind of poor men's charter. It is the guarantee of his right to a place
in the service of Christ. Be may not be sble to do much, or to give much, but at least
he can give a cup of cold water, and knmow that his deed will count in the sight of the
Lord. If you camnot feed the hungry, heal the sick, or razise the dead, there is one -
thing that you can do~-you can give a cup of cold water as 2 discinle,. and in that event
yvou will not lose your rewerd. You can do that. Never mind hovw smell and insignificant
that may be, do it as = disciple; do 1t withou® apclogy: do it in Christ'g name; snd you
will receive a reward.

Smiles must have played acress the faces of the discivles when Christ spoke this text
to them, for He thereby injected hope in them. There was something before them which
they could do. He taught them the first important Jesson in Christian service, that

of the ministry of the smell things that are right at hand, whalever they are, If vou
would be successful in vour service for the Une Who has saved you, do not pine hecause
you cannot do what He did, or whal some other person has done. Always remember what e
wantg vou to do is to seize the thing that is nearest at hand, which humenity needs, and
use it for the glory of God and the salvetion and welfare of veonle.  Immeasursble joy
and blessing come to those whio serve others in the name of Christ.

Our Iord put 2 vremiuvm on faithfulness in service. He continually stressed the nobility
and worth of fidelity. He delighted to call attention To sorme unrecognized ministry
and to commend some faithful, though unknown, worker. The poor, afflicted, ghrinking
woman who touched the hem of His garment received His approval. The lone widow whe gave
imto the Iord's treasury her two mites was observed and commended by Him Who looks wupon
the heert and judges motives rather than deeds alome. Christ declered that sven "a cup
of cold water® given in the neme of a discinle would not go unrewerded.

1et us look into this matter s 1little more in detall, end see how a Christian may gain a

£u11 reward. If a Christien wants all that God has plammed for him in the way of rewsrd,

he should be:
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Walklneg In thes Truth.

If one devarts from the teachings of God's Word, it is utterly impossiblie to gain
a full rewsrd. The Saviour stivulated thei which we are to glve to cthers as

"being "a cup of cold water,” not 2 dose of voison. You will recall that “water®

is uged throughout the Serivtures as a symbol of the life-giving Word itself.
My adulteration of the message of the ¥Word, therefore, is tantamount to injecting
polson inte the cup. :

Yany deceivers Have gone forth, but with these and thelr errors we must not keep

-eompany, nor bid them Godspecd. Freguently somebody will gev, "I den't think it

matters so mach what we believe as it does how we act and what we do.7 But God
Does not agree with any such idea. Ee lays wmreal strese on dectrine and the
mighty truths He reveals concerning Himself. Outward expregsion alwave finds ite
motive in hidden thought. In other words, our conduct is regulated by our
beliefs. If we do not believe what God says, then 1t stands to reason that we
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will not do what He commends, Instead, we will follow our own desires and feelings,
and by so doing we will deorive curselives of a "full reward.” '

Working According To His Will,

The children of Israsel had a zeal for God. They were very active in forms and
ceremonies. They preaved, they fasted, they gaeve titheg, but none of it wes
zecording to knowledge, They were not within the circle of the will of God for |
them., To be outside the circle of His will is to be in the pathway of discbedience.
Such dischedience is a sharp knife that whittles sway at a "uil rewerd," One must
know the will of God and live accordingly. The Bible mekes much of God's will, and
there is nothing in the universe as great as beinz in the center of His will,

. Rémember thai God will never reward His servants for doing what is contrery to His
i

will.
Withdrawing From Yhe World.

Because worldliness is such & great detriment to God's pecple, He wants them to
live the separated Iife. God knows the harm of sinful pleasures and how deenly
they cut into the heart life of His pecple and literally ssp their spirituality.

¥ore Christians become backslidden through worldliness then anything else, with the

“result that the life is wasted, time is lost, work remeing undone, and God is

dishonored.

Waiting In Yieldedness.

We should wait in yieldedness before Him so that the Hely Spirit cen accomplish
through us those thinge which are pleagsing o God. - God wants an opportunity to do
Hie own work, but He has ordained that His people shall be the channels through
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‘which He shall minister. His voice can.only be heard throush the livs of peoule

like us. Hence the importance of outting ourselves completely at His disnosal.

Winning Of Souls.

How can we ewpect a "full rewerd" if we f£ail 2t this point, when soul-winning is
the principle vhase of fhristian service? Uhile we want to win souls to Christ
because we want to ghow obr gratitude. to Him, and because we wani To help others,
it is not an unworthy thing to keep the bright reward in view., Rewards in terms of
crowns proved to be a most valueble incentive for Faul to strive to his utmost in
this holy business. How sad it would be to stend in the vresence of Christ in thet
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coming day of accountability and not have one sheaf to cast et Hig feet! On the
other baﬂd, the Heoppiest moment any CHristisn could have would be on tlat same day
to present to Hin many vpreciocus souls won ag a resulit of fazithfulness to Him and to

duty. We will be rewsrded Ffor the faithful performence of the tasz'aswlgued to us
by our Lord, ~
You have often hHeard peovle remark about -a feather being in one's het. Such vords:

for giving horor where i1t 1s due grew out of ‘the once almost universel custom of
adding & feather to one'!s headgear for every enemy killed. The imericsn Indians

did this until feathers were traili ng down thezr backs. History records that
vhen "Chinese® Cordon, the famous English so]d&er, quelled a rebellion, he was
honered by the Chinese government mzt a yellow lacket and a pezcosck feather.. .

It is not feesthers im our caps or hets that we desire, but, as it were, stars in our
crowns, the full reward that He longs to give us as k15 followers, How blessed it
will be in thet day to hear our Master say to us, "Well done, good end faithful
servant; thou hast been faithful over a few things, I will meke thee ruler over
many things: enter thou into the jov of thy lord.™ Matthew 25:23.



