BTHEY WATCHED BIM THEEEY
"ind sitting down they watched him there,% Matthew 27:36,

Every scene from the 1ife of Christ is vitelly interesting to true Christians. Between
Bethleliem's manger and Calvary's cross He encountered much opposition. He was betrayed,
arrested, forssken, iried and condemned. Even thovgh he could not find any fault in Christ,
Fillate yielded to the blood-thirsty mob that was clamoring for His crucifixion. The Roman
soldiers took Christ into the palace, stripped Him, put 2 robe on Him, placed a crown of
thorns on His browrand pressed 1t down, placed a reed in His hand and then mocked Him, They
spet on Him and smote Him on the head with a reed. Then, they removed the robe from Him
and reclothed Him with His own attire. From the pile, which loy close by, they selected &
cross end laid it on His shoulders. The procession then passed slong the most freguented
streets of the city.

From the scene of Christ's trial to the place of crucifixion wag nearly a mile, Each con-
demned man had to carry the cross on which he was to be executed. We see Christ zs He was
ieaving Filate's judgment hall and starting to Calvary, besring His own cross. FHe did noi
bear it very far untll His strength failed. The sleepless nights, the severs scourgings,
the painful crown of thorns, the agony of Gethsemane and the welight of the croass were too
much for Him. Tradition says that He fell under the weight of the cross. There was nothing
to do except to transfer the heavy cross to the shouldere of another. When the soldiers
had laid the ghastly burden on Simon, they proceeded a short distance from the city wall to
a skull-sghaped hill.

Upon their arrival st Calvary, they stripped Christ, His garments falling to the executioners,
and laid Him on His back on the cross, which wss lying on the ground. They drove the cruel
spikes through the palms of Eis hands, fastening them to the two ends of *he crosg-~piece,
They nailed His feet to the upright piece, ¥Waile the blood was flowing, o bole was prepared
in the ground, the cross was 1ifted on end =nd dropped with = thud, leaving Him to suffer

a lingering and painful death as the blood dripped from His head, Hig hands and His feet.

This job of erucifying Jesus Christi was all in a day's work for the Roman soldiers. When
they had performed their official duty, and the condemned men were hanging on their crossed
in full view of the multitude, the soldiers sat down with = sigh of relief and fastened their
eyes on the central figure, Jesus Christ, Who had been the subject of so many remerks during
the previous three years, Why did they waitch Him? They did so o prevent His friends from
teking His body down from the cross, snd thus preserve His life. They were there to see

that the death sentence wse carried out.

then the Roman officers sat down snd watched Him there, whet did they see? They saw a
defenseless man die without a complaint or = criticism of eny kind. That wes enough to F£ill
them with a wondering swe. They had never seen anybody die like Christ died.

"And sitting down they watched him there.® Could any languege suggest more than the words
"Him there™ in econjunction? To me these words suggest three things:

I. A Ferson,
This word "Him® applies to a person. That Person is Christ. The more we know sbont Him,
the more we wonder that He was there. We certainly ought to fix our thoughts upon Him,
The thoughts of the Christian shonld be cecupied with the Saviour, '

i, Think of what Christ said.

"Fever man spake like this man.,” How d&d Christ speak?
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(1} hrist spcke profoundly.
Host people speak preofoundly occasionslly, but Christ never spoke in any other
way. Always and everywhere He was talking aboubt the big things, such as God,
man, sin, salvation, righteousness, truth, justice, love, 1ife now, life hereafter,
etc, Wouldn't it have been wonderful to have listened to Him?

(2} Christ spoke authoriiatively,
Qur Iord never guessed, surmised, hesgitated, or submitted anything for the consider-
ation of others wiith the hope that they would reach the right conclusion, He
spoke with authority. He said something itremendovs and there was a note of [inalily

about it.
Think of whet Christ did.

"He went about doing good.® FHe did nothing else., Hone of us cen meke that claim, We
help others and we hinder cothers. OChrist never made it essier for anybody to do wrong,
or harder for snyone to do right., He never increased anybody's load, but He helped

to carry it instead. His whole ministry was beneficent. Behind everything that He
did was the motive of love., He did not do anything for popularity, position or praise.
He exercised unstinted generosity to all classes out of pure love,

Think of what Christ was.
¥hat Christ was accounts for what Hersaid and &id.

{1} EHe was human.
Hig humanity wes real., He was born, He grew up in the ngtural way from baby=hood

to childhood. He played. He learned His lessons. He developed from childhood
to manhood. He worked. His bumanity was perfect and not faulity. He never had
an evil thought, motive, desire, word or deed.

(2} He was divine. ,
God said of Him, *This is My beloved Som in whom I an well vieased.? DTeter szid
of Him, "Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God.® ,

Christ was truly men and very God,

A Flaee,

"There—-Where? He was on Calvary, that mound outside the city wall of Jerusalem on
which the vilest offenders were put to death. It was a place of abject shame., It wss

the common execution ground for felons and outlaws. It was a place of deselation and
horror. It was a place of horrible death, and vet, Christ was there.

- When they crucified Christ, the nails were driven through the parts of His hands and

His feet which were full of nerves and tendons, end that created the most exquisite
anguish, The unnatural position and the viclent tension of His body ceused a painful
sensation from the lesst motion. In the distended parts of the body more blood flowed
through the arteries then could be carried back inte the veing, Therefore, too much
blood found its way from the aorta into the heaé and stomach, and the blood vessels of
the head became pressed and swollen. The general obgtruction of eireulation cansed an
internal excitement, exertion and anxiety more intolerable than death itself, To all

of the inexpressible misery and lingering anguish was added a burning and raging thirst. .

& Purpose,

1. To disclose the criminality of gin.
S5in is & spot man cannot erase, a diseazse he cannot cure, 2 burden he cannot remove,
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a bondage he cannot escape, 2 cord he cannot sever, zn idol he cannot dethrone and a
fiend that is dragging him down the sloping stairway into the regions of destruction,
Sin is deceit, disorder, devastation and death in any place. It is the darkest fact,

the most fearful reality, God's enemy 2nd man's destroyer. WUhen you see "HIM THEEE®
you can uaderstand something of how dresdful sin is.

To redeem from sin. _ .
The only hope of redemption from sin is in Jesus Christ, %the Lamb of God ¥Who tsketh
away the sin of the worlid.® This message is the only one I have, the only one that

people need, and the only one that will resullt in saved souls and transformed lives.

To declare the inflexibility of rightecusness. Christ was there to prove that there
is & standard of righteousness, and that there is s difference between right and wrong.
By His desth He met and discharged the exacting demands of the law. His death is the
charter of our parden. It secures our acceptance with God 2nd our heirship inte the
glories of His househeld., On the cross He accomplished perfect atonement for us.

To display the sovereignty of love.

When you see “HIM THEEE" you will realize that God loved you without siint or reser—
vation. Howhers else can you ever lesrn the truth of God'ls love for = sinner. His
cross is the very academy of love. Iove exuded from Him in every drop of His shed blood.

"See, from His head, Hig hands, His feei,
Sorrow snd love flow mingled down:
bid e'er such love and sorrow meedb,
Or thorns compose so rich a crown?

Were the whole realm of nature mine,
That were = present far too small;
Love so amazing, so divine,

Demands my soul, my 1ife, my all."

To see "HIM THEHE" causes me to want to give Him my very best as long as I live.



