‘BELIVERANCE FROM EVIL
#heliver us from evil.® Matthew 6:13.

In the second part of the Model Prayer we see a picture of real need.
"Give us this day our daily breadf--hungenr., BForgive us cur debtsf--
gin. ¥YLead us neot into temptationT—-weakness., Theliver ws from evil,®
Againgt powerful adversarvies the child of Cad prays for forgiveness, for
protection and for deliverance,

Gur Lord taught uvus to pray, "Deliver us frem evil,”™ because it is His

wiil that we should be delivered. In the midst of the conflict of Christian
living, the Lord Jesus Christ plants this living hope in the heart of

each one of His own--~the hope that ene day He shzll bresk every yoke,

saap every fetter, burst every chain, remove every burden and set His
people free, So, while we here touch the greastest depths of human need,

we also rise to the grestest heights of Christisn faith and confidence

in Ged. Notice the unlimited scepe of this petition, "Deliver us from
evil.” The more one meditates on it the more conscieus he becomes of its
vastness and inclusivene=ss of it.

What does this word M"evil® mesn? We generally use it to deseribe two
distinet things, one of them imbternal and the other external. One has to
do with character and the cther with sircumstance; the one with sin and
the other with sorrow., There is in 2811l our lives what we call physical
evil~-pain, sorrow and everything that destroys our happiness. There is
aise what we call moral evili--everything that wars against our longings
for character, purity and goodness. There is no part of human life which
has mot been blighted by evil.

S50 ceaselessly does the Spirit war against the flesh, and the flesh against
the Spirit, that we cannot de the Lhings that we would, Therefore, when
we cry, "Lowrd, deliver us from evill™ we are actually saying, 90 Lord,
rescue usi® We are like men and women whe have been overceme by the
tempest and the fleod. We are in imminent danger unless somecne comes

Lo our rescue. '

There is no part of life which is not touched by evil., It has rpined our
circumstances, it has marred our character, it has affected the whole of
Gedf®s Jovely creaticn, for Paul said: "For we know that the whole creation
groaneth and travaileth in pain ftegether until now. And net eonly they,

but eurselves also, which have the Firstfruits of the Spirvii, even we
ourseives groan within ourselves, waiting for the adoption, te wit, the
redemption of our body," (Romans 8:22--23}.

When we pray unto the Lord, "Deliver us from evil,® we find the limitliess
breadith of that prayer covering everything that makes our bedies ache and
our hearts break and our consciences sere., There is no boundary tc the
evil which hag gripped this worlid., There is ne I1imit to the evil which
has gripped our hearts and molested our lives, Evil is the thing against
which we Christians battle every day of our experience,.

This petition is the natural ery of consciocus weakness Lo infinite strenghh.
It woices a2 universal longing. There is not ene of ug who has not at

seme time prayed for deliverance, if nst with our lips, then with ocur
hearts. It is a prayer that we can never cease to pray as long as we

live im this world with its sins and griefs and graves. Deliverance~~that
whalt Adam and Eve were seeking when, imn the conscicusness of their
guilt, they hurried to hide themwmselves among the trees of the gardem. It
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was the longing of the FPsszlmist as he held up his erimsoned hands before
God and cried: #heliver me from bloodguiltiness.® t wag the prayer of
tortured Job as he wailed, "When shall I arise, znd the night be gone?®

We hear it on the lips of Paul as he cries, "0 wrebtched man thst I aml.

who shall deliver me?® Consciously or uncensciously mar is forever crying,
"Beliver us from evil.®

This prayer indicates gz desire for deliverance from 8lil evil, for wictory
over every foe. We are asking for clear hands and a stainless heart,

We are asking for the removal of a1l guilt, Most of 211 we zre prayving
for freedom to be and do cur best. We are praying for deliverance from
everything that camn in any way mar our lives. We are asking for deliverance
from suffering, whether it be the evil of 2 pain-racked bedy, of a tortured
mind, or of a2 broken heart. We are asking for victory over our worries

and anxieties. We are asking for comfort in our loneliness. We are
asking for freedom from the bitterness of bereasvement, from the wolf of
poverty, stc. We are praying for vietory in the face of dresms that never
come true and hepes long deferred that have made the heart sick.

There is more in this petiition than is expressed; the thing expressed is
that we may be kept from evil; the thing further intended is that we may
make progress in piety. We pray that God would deliver us more and more
from the power and pracltice of sin. ~

This petitien reveals the unity and spurce of evil, which is & perscn.
Like some monster of imagination which has 2 hundred heads, he has but
one heart. When we pray, "Deliver us from evil,® we are asking God te
Pdeliver us from the evil one.® At the botiom of 21l evil is the person
of Satan., He achieved an initial triumph whes he succeeded in dragging
the human race inbte sip against God the Creater. It is skill Satants
aim to Frustrate God's purpcse of grace. Satants ultimate design is te
blet out every trace. of the image of God upen humanity, to bring abeout
mants eternasl ruin in order £¢ show himselfl more newerful than God.

Every day our lives are being molded and shaped. Satan is attacking us,
but the Holy Spirit is sffering us power and strength to resist him. We
cannct afford to live the Christiszn life on the circumference of rezlity.
We are engaged in a desperate battlie against powerful evil forces, so
daily we should pray, "lerd, deliver us from evii.®

ur Lord teaches us through many different circumstances that, ".,.. all
things work together for goed to them that love God, to them who are the
called according to his purpose" {(Romans 8:28). Sometimes He chooses to
take His child out of suffering almest immediately. Sometimes He chooses
to lev His child remain in it for a lifetime, but zlways He takes him
through it. In the end He is geing to deliver us from evil by taking us
home to Himself.

We are greatly enecouraged by this prayer. It tells us that Christ Jesus
recognizes evil as & reality. He does noit look upon it as 2 mere illusicn.
He does nolt consider it as geod in the making, Onr Leoerd not only faces the
fact of evil, but He takes His stand against it. VWhen He commands us to
pray, "deliver us from evil,® He means to tell us that there is ne evil in
this world that is according teo His will. Joseph suffered greatly, but he
refused to blame God for his suffering. He put the responsibility where

it helonged and that was upon his brothers. He said, "Ye meant it unto me
for evil, but God meant it unto good." What a pifty that all of us do not
pogsess his wisdoml '
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The fact that God is against evil is a gnarantee of our final victoery over
it. We may, therefore, throw ourselves inte the fight against evil with
the full assurance that we do not battle for a failing or lost cause,

How does God deliver us from evil? He does not do so by hiding us away
where the rude winds that blow upon cther lives cannct resach uns. In His
prayer of intercession for His disciples, our Lerd said, %I pray noct that
thow shouldest keep them from evil.® The deliversnce for which we pray

is not one that we have to gelt out of the world in order to win, It is

a deliverance which we are privileged to experience in the here and now.

He will break the fetters of sin and enszble ns to conguer where we previously
went down in defeat. He breaks the power of canceled sin, and sets the
prisener free,®



