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CHOOSING A ROAD
Matt., 7:15,14

Christ Jesus was drawing His "Sermon on the Mount® to its eloss., The
germon had explained the nsture of the 1life to which Christ ealls ST,
and the blessedness to which He invites them. It hzd reached that com-
rrehensive summery of all @uty, "therefore, all things whatsoever ye
would that men should de to you, do ye even so to them; for this is the
law and the prophets.” Then, He urged all to enter in through the gate
thus opened, and He cautioned all against the seducing influences which
would disappoint thelr hopes of a fimal entrance into the kingdom of
God,

This whole passage of scripbure ilmplies that there is an inevitable
movement of humsn beings. Our Lord regards the multitudes akound Him
as all being dn'motion-~nome are gulescent or fixed., This transiekey
and mutablility of humen 1ife can neith er be doubted nor denied. We
are not deellers; we are itrsvellers. We sre all on the way. Afhead of
us there iz the cloud of a vast company travelling; behird us i3 the
clamour of those who follow in ocur tracks; &ach one pressing Forward,
Az our bodles are on a pilgrimege, our spirits are also on the wav.

In the light of these faects, let us direct our attention to these two
verses. In them we ghall obssrvase-~---
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le The stralt gate:

"The gate" suggests the idea of o city, & place of safsty,
Fellowship, and plenty. This text is both asn’ invitstion
and 8 commend. It appeals to the high and heroiec within
us. But, it also tends to ghock and repel. This is true
because, the gate being sirait or confined, we cannot snter
it s0 ezsily a3 ke we can the wide gats. To enter the
strait gate, mwuch must bs left behind. A& stripping is
necessary. The strait gate is as narrow es the new birth.
The strait gate mey be taken zs expressing the initial scta
of repentance and faith, end the commencement of a 1life ded-
icated to Uhrist. Repentance cuts off every sin. We must
leave 8ll our sins. We must rencunce every wrong stbitude.
e must renounce our very selves, "For if any men will come
after Me, let him deny himselfi® Faith cuts of f 81l self-
righteousness. Self-righteousness 1s not admitted. Christ
makeg no secret of the corditions of discipleship. He does
not attempt to deck the Christian 1ife out in gay and st~
tractive colors. On the conitrary, He underlines and em-
rhasizes 1ts hardships and difficulties., Fe wants no one
to follow Him under the impression that there iz to be a
pleasant and an casy time of it. 4And so at ths very begin-
ning He emfronts His would-be disciples with the Psiraii
gate™ of an exacting demand. The 1ife which is in Christ
is 2 life ofiw=m= o
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While it is & stralt gete, thank God, 1t is not shut. It
was closed up by sin, and fenced up by the law, hrigt
opened 1% through bearing our sins and becoming obedlent
unto death. "Behold, T have set before thee an open door,
and ne man can shut it." Althoush the gate 1is open, it ig
necessary that we be willing to stend alone before we can
enter. 4Also, to enter in 2t the strait gate requlres a
reaolute purpose snd a submissive will,

2. The Wide Gate _
The wide gate is easy of accesa. One may go through the wide
gate and herdly know that 1t 1ls thers. No one needs te Jostle
snother in passing through. ¥o one needs to ruffle hia garments
or to lay anything aside or to lsave enything behind in passing
through. In order to go through the wide gate, no one needs to
part Prom his compshions; all can enter together for the gate is
wide. We can enter the wide gete znd carry with us all our ains,
all our selfishuess, 2ll owr prejudices, sll our hates, and &1l
our lusts. :

Il. The Twc Ways

The world speaks cf numerous ways. It especially favors ¢ middle
way. But here, our Iord, with more then a ftouh of ausberity in
his tone, declares there is no middle way. He puts the antithesis
sharply. There is & narrow way, end s broad wey. There iz no
intermediate waeyv. There are just the bight and the wrong ways;
the zood and the evil ways.

1. The narrow way
Huarrow®ids’an offensive word. We do not like 1%, Tt comnotes
that which repels. It suggests the unpleasant. 1t smacks of
the distesteful. When we hesr it we think of the dwarfed mindj
we think of the stunted soul; we think of the blurred vision
gnd the contracted view. Why are we to travel in the nsrrow
way? It iz surely not because it is easler to travel the nar-
row way than it is to travel the broasd way. Even 1f such were
the cagse, it is well to remsmber that Jegug never once appesled
to oupr love of saze in His efforts to win cur loyalty. He
frankly calls upon us to Fact the fsct that to be & follower
of Him involves difficulties. He fells us that to walk with
Him i3 expensive, that it costs Bto enter in at the stralght
gate and to follwo the narrow way. The nsrrow way is hard of
BeCesd. _
C. 8%i1Y, the narrow way is broad enocugh to meet all our needs,
(1) It is wide enough to accomnodste 81l who are willing to
travel 1t. Im spite of the narrowness of the gete and
of the way, everybody mey pass through thait gate and
travel that wgy who is willing $o pay The pries.
{2} It is wide enough for us to walk arm in arm with Christ.
Such & way may be narrow but it is nome too narros.
{3y It is wide enough to permit all of us to come Lo oup
est and to realize our highest possiblilities. For the
fact that the way is narrow doe s not mean that those
who wa e ifvit must themselves be narrow. The opposite
is true. It iIs as we travel the narrow wey that we ocur-
gelves becomey brosd. Real Christisns sre not narrow.



They cannot be. This iz true begause they share In the
neture of Christ. To waelk with Christ in the nervow way

1z to become brosd in ocur sympathies. How boundleas was

the  asympathy of Lhrist! Tt bridged a&ll chasms. 1t broke
through all barriers. It went out to gooed end bad, to wise
and feollah, te those who loved Him snd to those who hated
Him. It tock in the whole world. 4nd a kindred breath of
sympethy He gives to those whe know Him. To walk with Christ
in the narrow way is to becose brosd In our purposes. The

purposes of Jesus take® in the wihole world, He never will
be gsatisfled with anything less than the complste conquest
of the world. #nd those who welk with him in the nsrrow
way sre privileged to work with Him in His grest snderprise.
To wallk with Christ in the narrow way is to become broasd in
cur hopez. OCur hopes sre 8o broad that they srmble us to
face all of 1ife's Bragedfes with stesdy eves and guiet hesrss.
They enable usg to lsugh a8t desth and the grave iIn the full
agsurfiance that these can work us mo herm, since we are the
children of God, and are on ocur wav to be like Him when we
shell see Him as He 4s.

2. The Brosd ¥ay
Tt i3 easy of sccess. There is spsce, znd allowances, and
freedem in the broed way. A1l kinds of perseons mey walk in
it. It suits the carpal mind. There is plenty of rcem in
it for &11 the sinrert likes and plessures. he worlid, the
filesh, and the devil heve full sway therve., It is 8 decelt~
fol way., It iz essy to fall inte 1t., It is escsy wallkling oo
tt., It is an uwnprofitable and dissppointing way.

hlong one or the other of these ways ev-ry livirg person s travelling

NOWe

I1%s The Twe {lssses of Travellers

There is no third clasgs of travellers. 4&s de&&s gpeaks He sees
before Him g vest multitude . In the bosom of the centuries He

sees multitudes infinlitely more vast. These mulitlitudes are mede

up of all sorbts and conditions of men. They beloeng to all kindreds
and tribes and tongues. He sees the wise, and the foolish, the
cultured and the unlearned, the hopeful and the despondent, the
young and the olid, the rich and the poor. Bul, &s He loocks upon
thiszs vast and mixed throumg He zses them fravelling by just twe
roads.

1. The Few : _
Jesue says that the narrow way is & way that is little travel-
led. YPFew there be that find it." How few are free from un-
kindnessl How few have heesrits elean in sight of Godl How few
have the courage to be singular and go right! However, the
mgjorities ere not slwsys right. £ we are to enter by the
streit gate snd welk the nzrrow way, we nmust rencunce the pri-
vilege of walking with the m jority, That is not easy for most
of us. We love the crowd. We like to feel that the multitude
is on our side. Bt Jesus very openly decleres that those who
travel the narrow wey walk with the few, not with the many. As
we walk the narrow way, we will have few companions but 1t wiil



be the safe, right, and best wey.

2. The Many
The multitudes travel in the brosd way. Yesus said, "And meny
there be which go in thereat."™ HMen of every age, rank, profession,
and epployment are in the broaed way. It is broad encugh for the .
staggering drunkard, for the dishonest, for the unclean, for the
gooffers, for the proud and haughty, and for the religions fomme
allstse.

IV¥. The Two Destiniés

1. Life
Christ said, "I am the way, the truth, and the 1life: no man
cometh unto the Father but by Me." Uhrist is the only road
to gsslvation snd to et-rnal life. When it is said that the
narrow way leades to life it mesns, that the mind is aldve In
the truth, the hesrt lg allve with full affection, the con-
seience is alive In the visilon of duty, arnd the enjoyment of
peace, and the soulsis alive in joyous commmunion wilth God.
It implies the activity of our finer facultiss, the conclous-
ness of thelr exvansion, the enjoyments of schievement, of
progress, of layinéﬂimperishable tressure, & sense of wedldth
end power in truth end in God, the enjéyment of service with
God, the hope of the crown of 1ife, of 1ife in and with God
forever.,

2. Destruction
The word destruction here means "loss", end is very significant,
It is the loss of that which slone can save arnd satisfy. A1l
who Journey upoh the broad way come aft alst to its conclusion.
aAnd whgt do they find? Life? Peace? Hapniness? HNo, they find
destruction. Destruction of the higher sentiments, of peacs
of conscience, of the l1life of the spirit. Destruction of
falth, love, hope, charscier, and soul, The pains of the final
eondemnmation of God, of banishment from His presence lnto the
derkness vnuttersble, into the penal fireg of seif-reproech
gnd remorse. A8 certeinly as the stone sinks in the sea will
the indiwidual verish who loves and follows sim. "The wages
of sin is death.”

Conclusion: _
Which wey will you take? VYou have the privilege of cholce.
Yo one goes in the wrong way of necessity or by compulsion.
You ought to enter the strslt gate snd trevel in the narrow
way ¥ith the few and receive life eternal. You can do so
ard should do so now. Remewmber, you are goling to trsvel one
way or the other. The roasd you travel will dstermine your
goal. One goal is LiPe, the other gosl is Death. Let me
plead with you, guit now the way that leadeth to destpuction
and get into the way that leadeth to life. May you have the
wigsdom and the courage to meke the cholice of 1ife, a 1life vhiech
iz enjoved even here on earth and which is everlasting and ever-
ineressing.



