THE UNACCOUNTARTS MAN

“And when he was come into his swn country, he tawsht them in their synagogue, insomuch
that they were asgtonished, and =said, Whence hath + man this wisdom, and these mighty
works? Is not this the carpenter's sen? is nob his mother called Mery? and his brethren,
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dames, and Joses, and Simon, snd Judeg?¥ Matthew 13:54-55.
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Christ Jesus had lived in Nazsreth nesrly thirby ?Ww{
one knew Him. HeanWHlle, He made & tour of the coun
wonderful things in the town of Ceperveum. Durine ¥
gquite famous. But now He had come beek home.

On the first Sabbath morning after His return, He wes invited to address the worshipers
in the local symagogue. To those who had known Fim since His boyhoed He read the glowing
vwords of Isaieh with 2 new imboneiicon snd a new emshasis. Then Be explained to them the
meaning of the prophecy. In Wiz First oublie address in His home town He declared the
purpose cof His mission in 1ife snd slso taught some wonderful truths about God the Father.

When the address ended, there wes = tuzz of conversstion in the Nazareth synagogue. And
it was wot the murmur of asgent. 4 the 1ittleness snd 811l the envy of the human hesrt
came to the surface that morning, Lig fellow townemen refused to believe that Christ Jesus
had any message Tor them. They Indigrantly repudisied His elaim to Messishahip.

e sztonished to hear the Pgraclous words which He
wing stwmmed then. They were dumfounded., They
ke the messurement of most men snd things. Bub
edy they ha& come zoross a phenomenon which seemed
; %? wits! end, They did not know what to think,
and hopeless bewilderment. '

All of those who listened to
speke.® The power and vigor of
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Christfs sermon to which they had listened intently wes one the like of which they had
never heard before., IL was separaied by a whole universe from the dry, dead discourses
they were scoustomed to hearing. is garmon went direct to the hesrt. It soared the
heights; it plumbed the depthe. sisatved with 1ife: it throbbed with power. Tt was
filled with self-evident truth, L left the hesrers in a state of bewildered asmazement.
They soid one to another, "Whence hath this Man this wisdom, and these mighty works?®

They had begun by wondering at the sermons they ended by wondering at the preascher., "Whence
hath this Man this wisdom? "This Man® was the cause of thelr wonder and the scurce of
their astoniskment. Had the sermon come from the lips of the greatest rabbi in the land,

it would have been a marvel, but cowing from the lips of "this Man" 1t was more than a
marvel, it was a miracie.

This Preacher wes no stranger to them., He had lived in their midst as a boy and as =

Man. They knew His home; they kmew His people. For thirty yearg He had been one of then.
For fifteen yesrs of %hat time He had been a carpenter, perhaps helping te uild the

houses of some of them; making the Turniture of others, ete. Ii was only a short while
since He had left the carpenter’s shep and taken to nvvachlnr. This was His first visit

to Nazareth after the beginning of Hig publie career, zprd this wes the first sermon preached
in the hearing of s fellow townazmen, and it left Jhew in 2 atate of astonishment verging
upon stupefaction. Sc, they sald, "Wnence hath this Man this wisdom?"

The astonishment of the Mazarenes, smong whom Jesus had bsen reared, was the greater because

they knew 21l about the Preacher's hame and upbringing, UWhen we see & man endowed with
specisl and unicue qualities, we zlwsve try to accoumt for them. We look for the secret
of these exiraordinsry quslities ﬁ?%m”ly in two thirgg——a ran's parentage and his eduecstion.

Lgain end agein you mey resd in the biographies of szrest men sentences like these: "He
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inherited his strength of will from his father. He derived his gentleness of disposition
from his mother.” Mental as well ass physical characteristics descend from parenmts to
children, end heredity supplies the key 1o a man's character, 4

Eduestion is also very important in the formation of a man's character. In this connection,
education is used in a broad sense, including not only the means at his disposal for the
training of his mind, but also the influences--socizl, intellectusl and religious--that
have played upon him in the formative years of his 1ife. The age in which one lives, the
ideals and aspirations of his time, the teachers under whom he studies--211 these Things

go a long way towards the make-up of his character. And the Nazarenes thought of these

things as they listensd to the Prescher that day..

But the more they thought about His family and upbringing the more astonished they became,
There was pothing in His family history to account for His marvelous wisdom and power,
The members of His family were plein Galilean peasants. They were kmown to His audience.
They did not vpossess any shining or extracrdinary qualities,

Nor was there anything in His educztion to account for it. He had received the education
within reach of & peasant woman's son. He had never gone %o Jerusalem—1like Saul of
Tarsus--to sit al the feet of Gemeliel or some other lesrned teacher. A4s we would say,

He had never gone to college or university. Yet, here He was pouring out words of heavenly
grace and wisdom sweh as they had never llstened io before., 8o, the Nzzarenss did not

know what to make of it 211. To than "this Man® was 2 mysbery, an enigma. He was an
unaecountable Man, :

The impression produced by Christ wpcn the Hazarenes was the seme as that made by Him
wherever He went. He impressed every one es an exliraordinary, unigue, unaccountzble Man,
The general effect of the appearance of Christ was the creation of wonder and astonishment
in the minds of those who saw and heard Him. Over and over in the gospels we are teld

that the peopie "marvelled® or Mwondered® or "were astonished! at something which He said
or did, And this "wonder" wes not confined to any class. Bomen officisls end grest

rabbis were every whit as mueh Vastonished® as the simple and credulous peasants of Galilse,

When He was twelve years old, Jesus went with Josenh =nd Mary to Jerusalem to the feast,
and this is what we read about the impression preduced by Him wpon the great docters of
the law even st that early age: "nd a1l that hesrd Him were amazed at His understanding
and answers." When He preached the Sermon on the Mount, "The multitudes were astonicghed
&t His teaching; for He taught them as ome having authority, and not as the seribes."
Concerning Hig Jerusalem ministry we resd, "The Jews therefore marvelled, saying, How
kroweth this Man letters, having never learned?¥

A11 classes shared in this "astonishment.” Friend and foe alike experienced it, Pharisees
and Herodians came one day in order to catch Him in His words, snd this was the resull of
the interview: "They marvelled, and left Hm, and went their way."

A palsied men was once carried into His presence, but walked away with his bed upon his
baeck, insomuch that they were all amazed, and glorified God, saying, "We never saw i%

on thig fashion.® He was in the way going up to Jerusslem one day, and His disciples were
amazed, and as they followed they were afraid. He stood, a friendless and lomely prisoner,
before Pontius Pilate, but szuch was the effect of His demesror upon that hard end cynieal
officer that we are told "the governor marvelled,®

Among all classses of people Christ created a feeling of wonder. The doctors were "amazed'
the multitudes were "astonished¥; the disecinles "wondered!; the governor "marvelled.”
Everywhere Christ created the impression that He was unique. Men could not explain Him,
He suggested questions which none could answer, He was a mystery, a puzzle, 8n enigma To
them. From the human stendpoint, He was the unaccountsble Man, Still today Christ is

the wonder and amazement of the world. Christ casis His spell over succeeding generations
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of scholers, and one after the other undertakes the task of accounting for Him, bub no
account has yet been given which hes satisfied the human heart. One after the other they
are weighed in the balances and Tound wanting, To this day Christ rémsins the unaccountable
Man, This is true when one considers:

T. The Wisdom Of Christ.

"Whence hath this Men this wisdom?" The Jews had their great rabbis, like Sharmai

and Hillel, but their wisdom was as dust and drogs compared to the wisdom that fell
from the lips of Jesus. How wes it that a villspge Carpenter was able to surpass the
wisest of the ancients? How came it that their most learned doctors were mere children
in thelr knowledge of divine things compared to this peassant Preacher? The same
guestion ever confrombs us, for the years have rnot lessensed the wonder of the wilsdom
of Christ. Confessedly He was the wisest Teacher Who ever lived on earth. To this
day His words embody the highest wisdom. To thew men turn ss the ome and only rule

of conduct. MNot one Jobt or tiittle of them has prowr obscleie or out of date. There
they stand, so charged with Divine wisdem, thet even & skeptie like John Stuart Mill
admitted that he knew no betier way of atitaining to a noble character than by so
living that Jesus would appreve the life. And, how do you account for it a11?. "Whence
hath this Han this wisdom¥" I¥ vou start from the human basis, that will be a puzzle
you will never solve, and Christ will remain an unaccountable Man.

IT. The Authority Of Christ.

"They were astonished at His tesching for He teusht them as one having authority."

Yes, that is a mark of the teaching of Christ--He speaks with authority. Others

argued to thelr conclusions——H: issued laws. Others sugrested--He commanded., He

spoke about the deepest things in the unfaltering, unhesitating tone of One who had
perfect knowledge., We feel tousrds Him as we do toward no other teacher in the world.

We discuss the conclusicns of other teachers; we submit to His,. Whence come this
suthority? If you think of Him from the human basis, He will ever remain the unaccounbabls
Man.

I11. 'The Works Of Christ.

The Hezarenes, in their bewilderment, said, "Whence hath this Man this wisdom and
these mighty works?® The works of Christ astonished them ss much or even more than
His words. BHe not only spoke worderful words, bui He alsc wrought the most wonderful
deeds. His works crested astonishment and wonder wherever He went. The like had never

been seen by men hefore,

After the healing of the pslsied men, we read, "They were all smazed, snd glorified
God, saying, We mever saw it on this fashion." After an exercise of His power over
nature, the diseciples said one to another, "hat menmer of Man is this, that even the
winds end the waves obey Fim?" So startling were these mighty works of Christ, that
even His foes felt compelled to account for them, and they resorted to the desperabe
expedient of zccounting for them by saying that it was by Beelzebub, the prince of
the devils, that He cast out demons. :

Christ still confromts the world and challenges it to account for Him. He healed

the sicks He cleansed the leper; He cast out demons; He gave speech to the dumb:

He gave sight to the blind; He gave life to the dead. How came Christ by this wondrous
power? Whence hath this Man these mighty works? He contimmes o do even greater
things, He redeems, saves, emancipates, delivers, sustains and empowers people.

There is but one way of accounting for Jesus Christ, for His wisdom, His suthority and
His mighty works, and that is by accepting the verdict thet He is the only begotien
Son of God., That explains everything,



