THE LORD'S SUPPER

Bind as they were eating, Jesus took dread, and blessed it, and brake it, and gave it to
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the disciples, and said, Take, eai; thiz is my bedy. And he took the cup, and gave
thexks and gave it to them, seying, Drink ye all of it; for this is my blood of the new
testament ,which is ghed for meny for the remission of sins. But I sy unte yom, I will
not drink henceforth of this fruit of the vine, untll that day when I drink it new with
you in my Fatherts kingdom. And when they had sung a hymn, they wenit out inte the

mount of Qlives.® Hatthew 26:26~30.

fhe Lord's Supper is an ordinance which is to be observed by and in His churches ai
stated intervals as determined by each individual church. inssmuch as the Seriptures
¢0 not specify how often it is %o be olbserved.

Corist Institubed the Leord's Supper.

Begardless of how often it is celebrated, the Lord's Supper ocught slways %o carry us
back te its institution. For the litile company of the Apestles it was 2 night of
gloom. The week had opened amid hosannas; for a moment it had seemed as if the Saviour
was to bs the hero and the idol of the muititudes. DBut the acclaims died awsy. The
bitier hestility of the rulers reassserted iiself in a series of angry and crafiy
assaulis. Soon the cry was heard, "Away with Him; Cruecify Him. His bloed be on us,
and on our children.®

As the events advanced it was guite evident that they were having a parting meeting.
Christ spoks of Himself as departing, not on a temporary Jjourney. tut by a vielent
desth, Then, Ho instituted the Lordls Supper in express recogniition and for the ever~
lasting remembrance of His death, of btorture and violence, of agony and igneminy.
8Jesus took bPread, and blsssed i%, and brake it, and gave 1t to the disciples and
said, Take, eat; this is my bedy. And he took the cup, and gave thanks, snd gave i%
to them, saying, Drink ye all of i%; For this is my blood of the new Testameni, which
is shed for many for the remission of sins.!

Christ :Commanded the Observance Of The lordls Supper. .

He said, "This do in remembrance of me." Imke 22:19. ¥Thig do¥ — that is, do what
I am doing. At least twenbty-five years after our Lord indituted this supper the
Corinthisns Christians were exhorted to observe it. I Corinthians 11:24-26. It is
to be inferred that Christis command is as binding upon us as it was upon the early
Apostles. Hig command, "This do," is plain and emphatic. Our obedlence to it is a
test of our faithfulness as servants of Christ. ' -

Christidns chould observe the Lord's Supper beceuse it is the dying wish of their best
friend. You have memorials of loved omes from whom you are separated, but the ome you
cherish most is the one that brings out his picture in bis most loving moment. TYou
cherish it because it i like him, and if someone should mabtilate it you would be
grieved. How sacred to ue is the gift of a dying friend i We do not allow unthinking
persons to remark about it, or the hands of the unsympatheiic o handle it. As one
deer to us, sebting out on a long Journey and passing forever from the earth, puts in
cur hands his portrait, or something he has used, and is pleased {e think we shall
treasure it for his seke; se 4id ocur Lerd, on the eve of His departure, imstitute this
ordinance in order that Fis disciples might have a memento of Him. He wanied to leave
something with them that would remind them of what He had done for then.

The HMeaning of the Lérdls Supper.

The Roman (Catholic view, which is eslled itransubstentiatbion, is that the bread and wine
are changed into the actusl body and tloed of Jesus. This, they say, is done by the
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priest who consecrates them. Each particle of brezd and wine becomes the whole subsience
of Christ. Anyone partaking of the least particle receives the whole Christ. The laity
are given the bread only; the priest partakes of both. _

The Luthersn view, which is called consubatantimtion, is that Christ is present ian the
bread and wine, and that those who pariake thereof actuslly partake of Jesus' body and
blood, wh:.eb are somehow mingled with the bresd snd wins.

The New ?estament %eaches that the Toerdts Supper is a2 memorisl, and that alone, of the
deeth of Christ for our sins. And this memorisl is unigue. It is emphatic in recall~
ing the death of Christ. Other men are remembered by their phileosophies or by their
disciples, Thelr birthdays and the anniversaries of their accession io power are cele~
brated, but in this instance the dying hour of One is commemorated. Only one explana~
tion of this fact can be made. Other men accomplished what they did by their lives,
whersas, Christ wrought His grsat work for mankind by Hig death.

Prerecguisites To The Proper Observance Of The Lord's Supper.

1. Regeneration.
2. Scripitural Baptism.
3+ Church Membership.
Since it is a church ordinance it must be observed by andin the church.
L. Doetrinal correctness.
5. An erderly walk.

How We Should Observe The Lord's Supper .

i. E‘requemly.

2. Regrularly.

3. Humbly. -

4. Reverenily.

5. Gratefully.

6. Worthily.
Anyone who atbempts to substituie a gospel ef humar fellowshi;:- for the scriplural
observance of the Leordls Supper observes it in an unworthy manner. His Supper must
ever be a remembrance of Him and not 2 feast of friends. Whoever partakes of the
Lord!s Supper in order %o show his fellowship with any human being certainly per~
verts the Lordls Supper and fails to observe it worthily.

The Purpese In Cbserving The Lordis Supper.

It is to keep in mind and commemorate our Lord's death. "This do in remesbrance of me.®
It is 21sc an opportuniiy to preach a sermon about our Savicur. "For as often as ye
eat this bread. snd drink this cup, ye do show the Lord's death $ill He come." The
glorious gospel of Godls grace in Christ can be proclaimed by public preaching, faithe
ful teaching, sacred singing, printed pages, personal festimony and godly living. Bub
all of us cannot engsge in all of these methods. . Therefore, it is encouraging to know
that each of us can proclsim ihe gospel of Christ through the scripiural observance of
the Lordts Supper. You may not be gble %o gtand in a pulpit and preach Godls Word to
others, but as you sit arcund the Lordls table and partake of a dit of bread and a sip
of the fruit of the vine you are thereby declaring the love of God and proclaiming
Jesug Christ as the Saviour of men. You are announcing that only the Christ, Who gave
His body tc be broken and Hig blesd ¢ bs shed, can save men. By your ebservance of
this ordinance you become a silent bu$ an impressive preacher of Christ crucified.

As you corectly observe the Lord's Supper you emphasize three things: ww

1. The Christ of Yesterday.
H‘i;s death is what is held up to us in the Supper. The Hew Testament makes more of
His death than of anything else about Eim. Thet Jesus died for us ought $o0 be our
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first thought when we awake in the morming; it ought to give purity to cur thoughis,
quality to our words, and tone to our actiong throughsut the day; and it ought to be .
gratefully remembered as we fall asleep at night. The Lordis Supper presents $o us
the Saviour in the act of ocur emancipation for we are redeemed with the precious
blood of Christ. Preciocus doctrine of the sbtonement, the worldls only hapg.

The Christ of Today.

The Lord's Supper not only tells of what Christ has done for us, but also what He ig
doing in us. He Who ence died for us now lives in us. The Supper symbolizes the fact
that our spiritual life receives its nourishmeant from Christ. It signifies the depen-
dence of the soul upon Chrigt for spiritual life and its nourishment.

The Christ of Tomorrow. X

The Lordts Supper is a prophecy of a set eveni, the retura of Christ to the earth.
Every time we observe it we proclaim to the world that the Lord Jesus Christ ie
coming again according to His own promise. Until He returns, He certainly expects
us to remember Him in the spiriit of deep huwility, grateful love, faithful cobedience
and joyous hope. Do not fall to proclaim the Christ of yesterday, the Christ of
today, and the Christ of tomorrow by your observance of the Lord's Supper.



