HAPPY MOURNERS
"Blessed are they that mourn; for they shall be comforted.® Matthew 5:4.

It was said of Christ durimg the days of His ecarthly ministry, "Never man spake like this
man." That statement has nmever been disproved. His comversations, teachimgs and interprefa-
tions have mever been egualed. 4 careful resding of His vords is necessary if we are o
discover the beauty, the graciousness and the uniqueness of His diction and the intensiveness
of His teaching. What eveked thet verdiect, "Never man spske like this man®? It was the
note of suthority with whieh He spoke and the startling things which He said,

Some of Christ's sayings are easy to wnderstand, bubl others are @iffieult. One wonders
if any of His sayings wes harder to understand thsn this, "Blessed are they that mourn;
for they shall be comforted.”

Christ had gone up on the momntain and there seated Himself. When His disciples came 1o

Him He proceeded to teach them. Wkat He taught them there is known as the Sermon on the
Mount, In that Sermen Christ wes svesking primerily to Hls diseiples, but in the presence

of the multitudes who had assembled there also. Thus He spoke to the multitudes secondarily
s He tanght His disciples primsrily. In the eight Beatitudes He enumersted the characteristic
of the subjects of the kingdem snd the blessings poscessed by them,

There are three wmmiversal lsnmpusges., In watching s company of poople whose langnage you

do net speak or understand, vou can observe this fact. Wher they become amused at anything,
they all laugh. You can understsnd thalt langwage without an interpreter. V¥hen they are

. vexed or abused, they become sngyry, and you can vnderstend that language without an
interpreter., When they are afflicted or sad, they mourn., These three universal langusges
of happiness, anger and sorrov sre understood by all of us. :

Our text is the second Beatitude. I "Blessed are the peoor in spirit" sounded strange to
the agsembled multitude, we may be sure that this verss seemed even mere strange. These
words are culte comtradietory to the nopular view then and new. These psople om that
mountain had experienced trouble, but few of them, if any, had discovered the blessing
hidden in it. It is even so today. Ye do net welcome trouble er sorrov.

From whatever angle the word "mourn® iw approached today by the average person, there is

the suggestion of sadness, sorrow and grief., Such a condition is far removed from bLlessedness,
according te the thinking of the masses. The aversge person includes "meurning" among the
undesireble things of 1ife, and he does so beecause he cannet visualize any good coming out

of it. Christ challenges this attitude and conelusion. In faet, He opens the minds of

nany to the fallacy of so much of their thinking. Therefore, the statement, "Blessed are

they that mourn," is a real challense to our modern habit of extolling the pleasant and

of declaring that blessedness comes from the easy way of life.

This text, "Blessed are they that mourn; for they shall be cemforted,® is a paradox. It
starts from an entirely different conception {rom the common one of what is man's chief
good. Mourning is irksome and hateful to humen mature. From suffering and sadmess our
spirits instinetively shrink. It is only matural for people to seek the society of the
cheerful and joyous. However, there =zre some whe make a luxury of grief. Their favorite
indulgence is self-pity. They mske the wost of every opportunity to recount their wees,
until, with all charity, we cenpot help but think that they really enjoy it.

This Beatitude brings us face to fzce with & problem of this world--pain, sorrow and grief.
The world is full of pain and sorrow. It is not even necessary to prove that statement,
Who is there who does not know it e be a faect? What home is there into which sorrow has
not come? What heart is there that does not bear upen it wounds still fresh and bleeding,
or at any rate, the sears of ancient griefs? Seme things have to be proved or demonstrated
to us. Except for what others bell us, we would not know anything about some matters, Bat
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there is not any need for snybody to prove to us the reality of pain, sorrow and grief,
These things are not matters of hearsay or vain rimor to us. They have vieited our owm
familiies. We have experienced them in our own lives, Life is not a comedy. Tt is not -
all smiles, fun and lawghter, With its funerals and graves, its tears and broken hearts,
it is much mere of a tragedy than =2 comedy .

To whom did Christ refer in this Beatitmde? Wost reople find it hard to accept their sorrows,
even to admit the right of sorrow to enber their world at all. Te the aversge PETHOn SOrTow
appears as sheer tragedy, unlit, sawe for those who have faith enough, by the faintest rainbow
of hepe.

"Blessed are they thatl mouran." “Hapopy" with heavenly happiness 1s the meaning of the word
"Blessed.” Tt means to be bleszed with heppiness Prom witkin rathér than Trom without,

The term which is translated "mourn" is very interesting. It signifies the manifestation
of & grief which is too deep for concealment. It does not mean a slight sorrow, but rather
a great grief.

Is there such a thing as good grisf? Christ tanght that there is. He said, "Happy are

the mourners, for they will be consoled." Tmagine congratulating a person who Has been
bereaved] This strange peradex of ihe Master does hot mesn that every sorrowing heart is
blessed or happy. Sorrew hardens Some hearts. Beresvements causes many to grow embittersd.
Tears do not’ always water the garden of the soul to make flowers of tondérness and hope
blessom in beauty. Grief is resl to pagen and Christian, but the Christian is Yealm in
grief because rich im trust.

Our text does not mean that it is betfer to weep than it is to laugh., Neither does it
mean that all these who mourn aré blessed. Menm may mourn and weep and #oét be blessed,

Not every sorrow brimgs a benédiction., Notb every tear biings a blessing, Many in this
world nurse old wouwnds and tiug old Sortows to their broasts whose lives will bée embittered
to the end. Many are the men who grieve over their circumstances, mourn over their losses,
weep over their troubles, but witheuwt blegsing.

If experience teaches anything, surely it is thé faet that sorrow is net always & blessing.
It may embitter and harden., For i sorvew alvays sure of comfort. Many wen and women

have died of a broken heart; or mursed their grief %o thé end of life. Here, as is Bo often
true with the tedching of Christ, we mhst probe beneath the surfaoee meaning to understand
what He is really saying to us. He put His teachingss in such arresting statements as to
startle us and make us think.

. Blessing and comfort do not come to every mourner. No condition of life is necessarily

and universally blessed. Perhaps as many people are made worse by sorrow as sre made better,
in spite of all that poets and religious teachers have written about its purifying and
sweetening imfluences,

It is guite obvious that it is net every type of mouwrning which is included in this verse.
There are thousands of mourmers in thé world today who do not come within the scope ef

our text, There are different kinds of mourning referred %6 in the Bible—a natural, such
as that cauvsed by blighted hopes, thwarted ambitiens, finaneial reverses or the losg of
loved ones; a simful, which is a disconsélate and inordinate grief, refusing to be comforted,
or a hopeless remérse like that of Judes; and a gracioms, a "godly sorrow," of which the
Boly Spirit is the Author.

Mourning is a characteristic of thé normal Christian state. There is much that the believer
in Christ has to mourn ovefr. The sin of his own héurt makes him cry, "0 wretched man that

I am." The sins which he commits aré a source of great grief. The barrennéss of the life,
the tetideney to drifi awey {rom Christ, and ‘the shallowness of love o Him cause a Christian
to mourn, Christisns should mourn over theéir sins beocause they are an evidence of imgratitude
to God, of hostility to Him, an injury to self by keeping so meny good things from them,

ard hinders their communion with God.
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There is comsiderable mourning on account of thé sine of othérs, zlsc. The dishonor done
to Christ by proféssed Christians, the divisions amens the Iordls people, and the strife
between brethren occasion grest sorrow, The closer that ohe lives to Christ the more will
he mourr over all that dishonors his Iord. There sre few things which the so-ealled
Chrigtianity of our day needs more than a more intense reslization ef the fact and gravity
of personal sinfulmess. Children of Ged should movrn over anything by which His neme is
dishonored, or His cawse is injureé or impeded.

Christ defines the blessing by saying, "They shall be comforted.” The word which is translated
"eomforted" measns more than fsccthing.® Tt means that those of us who sre Christians have

One to Whom we can go for help and One from Whom we cam get help. We are grieved but glad,
for we shall receive help., We are sorrowful but happy, for we shall have compsny and

comfort.

"They shall be comforted" is a promisé that receives comstant fulfilment in the experience
of the Christian, Though he mourps his excuseless failures and confesses thém to God,
yet he is comforted by the assurance that the blood of Jésus Christ Fis Son cleanses him
from all sin. Though he groans over the dishonor done te God on every side, yet he is
comforted by the knowledge that the dey i& rapidly epproaching when Satan shall be removed
from these scenes, and when the Iord Jesus shell sit upon the threne of His glory and
rule in perfect rightedusness and peace. "Comforted" is a very strong word, giving the
rromise of wonderful confidence and seciwity, ahé & jovyTul assurance that sll is well.
When we meet with hardship, vain and grief, it is vonderful to kmow that we shall be
comforted. Christ brings ceonsolation to those who wourn £6r &in by granting ferziveness.
He comsoles those who weep for the dead by shedding 1lizht on the 1life beyond the grave.






