ROUR DAILY BREAD®
#Give us this day our daily bread.® HMatthew 6:11,

This petition, "Give us this day our dai
of the Model Prayer. Up to this point titions have alil been concerned
with God¥s glory and praise. This pra e moved frem worship--T0ur
Father which art in hesven.,¥ through adoraticn--T%ilallowed be Thy name,®
through missionary zeal, which is always © cutegme of the worship and
adoration of God;--%Thy kingdom come,®™ t¢ & place where we have asbandoned
all interest in ocurselves in & supreme desire For the will of God to

Tbe done in earth, as it is im heaven.V”

1y bread,” opens the second part

Having thuos observed the rule, "first things first,¥ and having sought

first the kingdom of God and His rightecusness, we are now at liberty

to psss on to seceondary things and te offer up te God peiitions for personal
blessings., Although this is the fourth petition in the prayer, it is

the first in which the suppiiant asks anyihing for himself. We are taught
to start the list of personal petiticns with a praver for %daily bread.®

Tt is very noticeable how the first part of this prayer has gone from the
ianer shrine of worship Lo Lhe oubtward sphere of service. It began in
heaven, and then it sought %o bring heaven down to earth, that heaven and
earth might meve in harmony snd in uniscn: ¥Thy will be done in earth,

ag it is in heaven.® TDut, this second part of the prayer reverses the
direction, It begins with want, and then it moves in through sin, through
confliet, through temptation, and fimally it. ends with praise. It spesks
about 2z past failure, ¥Forgive us cur debis.¥ t anticipates future

perils on the jourmey, "lLezd us not inte temptation.® Somehow this prayver
takes within its scope every experience of human life. It began with a2
centemplatien of the greatness of cur Father in heaven, but the second part
starts with 2 simple cry to God for bread, and it climbs up throvgh our
need and threough ocur mnforgiving spirit, throngh our weakaness in temptation,
and finally it passes throu all eur troubles and sorrews and takes us
right home to God, The dexology at the end comes circling arcund to meet
the invocation of "0ur Father™ =2t the beginning.

Think whalt & gracicus light this petition throws upon the condescension

of God., He is the high and bholy One, Who inhabits eternilty, and, yeti,

He stoops te lowly folk and lowly things., %The Lord thinketh npon me.®
Whatsocever concerns me is of concern te Him. This petition, ¥Give us this
day our daily bread,® is not an unworthy ene. It is not too trivial 2
reguest te bring to God; for He is net a Ged simply for great crises, dire
emergencies and tremendous catasirophes. He is 2 God for every day and
for the commenplace evenis of every day. He is a Master of details. He
cares noet only fer the policies of the nations and the movements of world-
wide significance, but He alsc notes the fall of a sparrow and counts the
very hairs of our heads. Nothing is toc small for God to notice. The
detziled affairs of the commonest 1life are matiers of cencern to Him,

. The Giver {f Blessings.

God is the giver of the blessings which we enjov. t is Godls nature
to give. He has sheowered His golden mercies upon us. He always delights
in giving., He gives constantly. As some of our older brethren were
zccustomed to say, "God is on the giving hand.® The springs of His
mercy are ever running. The fTaculty of fthought, the power sf will and
the strength of arm all come from Him, Therefore, He is the actual
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giver of 21l that is produced through us. Instead of saying, "My
power and the mlgﬁt sf mine bmﬂé hath gotten me this wealth,ﬁ the
Word of God calls upon us to Fremember the Lord thy Ged: fer it is
he that giveth Lhee power to getl wealth® (Denteronony 8:17-18;

The Acknowledgment Of Dependence.

The simpie fact that we do not have anmy life in and of gurselves, which
is egnally true of all of us, should keep us ever mindful of omr
sbsolute, entire and c@nstﬂﬁt dependence on God, In God we live and
move and have our being. All of us are dependent upon God for
evervthing-~-for the breath of life, for viger of nind and for astrength
of body. Neowhere is this utter dependence of man upon God more

clearly seen bthen in the matter of daily bread, We do motl have anythin
except that which we have received. BEvery good and perfect gift cometh
from above, from Him with Whom there is mno varishleness nor shadow
cast by turning.

This prayer is the cry of children to a Father. I% reminds us of our
weskness rather than of our stremgth; not of our dignity as crested

in the image of God, but of our Rhmlllby 2s in constant dependence upon
Him,

b

This reguest, "Give us this day our daily bread;® dis an acknowledgment

of dependence.. It really smounts to this, “F¢t@ea, give us our daily
bread, or we shall never have it.%" Our personal and unceasing dependence
on God for the necessities of a mere existence is a Fact that few

would f@rmaliy goestion, but which, perhaps, few adeguately feel., It

is noticeable and regrettable that the people who are blessed wit
an increase of posssssions asre in danger of thinking that they don
need anything. They a2re blind to the fact of their dependence on God.

«49-&-‘

It is strange that we recognize ocur dependence upon God for the Bread
of Life far more Lhean we do Ffor bread for ocur bodies. Bub ne Bread
of Life is no more a2 gift from Geod than is the materiazl bread upon
which we nounrish our bodies day by day. Apart from Ged, the W1S@st
of us could no more create a loaf of ordinary bread tzan we could make
a universe. He must send the sunshine end the rain in order for the
earth to %give seed to the sower and bhread o the @ata?e Any man is
4 fool who thinks that he is independent of Ged, whether he lives in
a2 palace or sleeps on a bench inm a park. Therefare, all Gf us should
pray this prayer with 2 sense of our complete dependence on God.

The Duty 0f Prayer.

s petition emphasizes the privilege and duty of the children of

to pray for temporal blessings. There are those who helieve in

e efficacy of prayer in the realm of the spiritnal; but refnse to
Ezzﬂ it in the realm of the yuygﬂcsﬂ. That God answers prayer for
mporal b¢esswﬁgs is elesrly taught in His Word. To ithis, zlse, some
he greateQu of the saints bear witness. There was George Musller,
exsmple, who maiantained his great orphansages for Ilong years witheut
zppeal to anyvbody execepi God.

St
[l s Iy
(e Bods

3
2

“’f}g%’

b I A S
o
=3

]



Sinece Cod is our Father, He is deeply interested in everything that
concerns His children., That is why He delights teo have us bring our
spiritual and meterial needs to Him. There is nothing in life too
small to bring to God. Once we begin to think that our need is too
small to mention to God, the time seen arrives when we fail to take
the big things to Him. He is asble te meel our every nesd.

The Supply 6f Heed.

It is our daily bread that we are to ask for, bread for subsistence,
bread to snstain us, enough bread for our azctuzl needs., We are not o
tell Cod how much shall be encugh for our needs. Rather we are to

ask for bread for our daily needs, and leave the decision as tec how
much is ensugh to Him. We simply ask for what is neediunl and no more.
We should ask for enough For the present need without any theought of
storing up for the future.

This expression, %this day,® reminds us of the uncertainty of lile.
We cannobt pray in faith for supplies to last us even for tomorrow,
because by then we may be beyond the need of earthly feod. HMest of
our troubles are concerned with tomorrow. We need to be reminded

again that Ged says, ¥is thy days, so shall thy stren th be? {Deutersnomy
s 3 &

23:25). The best way tc prepare for the hezards of tomerrow is by

the faithful discharge of the cbligations of today. Tomerrcw is nol
ours. Iin facht, tomorrew may never dawn. Teday is all we have, so

let us use it well. Cod is nol geing to give you grace to do something
tremendous tomorrow. He will give you grace te be extraordinery in

the circumstances of teday. He will never lead us inte any place

that He will not ge with us. "But my Ged shall supply all your need
sccording to his riches in ‘glory by Christ Jesus® {Philippians 4:16),

God knows exactly what is needed to make us more Christlike. He

knows what is needed to make us vessels unto honor, sanctified and

meet for the Master's use. He knows what is needed te give us strength
in temptation, victoery over Satan snd sin, streangth to go through
life's experiences and be usable anywhere He may send us.

It iz ast for the needs of a lifetime, but for the necessities of today
that we are to prasy. %Give us this day our daily bread.® We are to
sray for encugh bread to meet our present needs, sufficient for our
sustenance today. It is our duty, also, to pray that the needs of

others may be supplied. %Give us this day our daily bread.®



