SHADOWS OF COMING EVERTS

"And as he sat wpon the mount of (lives, the discipleg ceme unto him privately, saying,
Tell us, when shall these things be? and what shall be the sign of thy coming, and of the
end of the age?® HMatthew 24:3.

iz the time of the crucif'ixien was drawing mear, Christ told His disciples meny things
which they did mot understand. He predicied certain fubure events which were uuite beyond
their ability to gresp. When the disciples were alone with Him, sitting on the Mount of
Olives, they said, "Tell us, when shall these things be? and what shall be the sign of
thy coming, and of the end of the age?®

Our lord recognized the tremendous import of their guestions and the anique solemnity of

the occasion. So, He granted their reguest and told them what the signs wowld be. However,
He was very careful to caution them that in giving wmistakable signs of the approach of -
these great events, He was net setiing any definite time. He was merely permitting His

owe to reecogrize events, when they did ecome, whick would show plainly that the return of

the Iord was near.

o clearer presemiation of the last days is given anywhere than in the itwenty-fourth chapter
of Matthew, It is Christ's own descripilon and poritrayzl of the days just shead., We are
not left in the dark. The fubture has been unvelled, and we can know various things asbout
what is te be. The signs of the vrophetic Seriptures were civen to us and are to be under-
stood by us. Instead of condemning us for wetching for them, Christ encourages us te do

gc, and He has even emmerated them for us.

In view of the fact that the Bible has many things to say regarding the econditions on

this earth preceding the "end of the age," gincere and honest Christians are asking, fhre
there any real signs showing that the Iord's return is near?® If there are, is it safe

or right for us to attempt to interpret them? Do present-dey conditions lend any apprec:.able
evidence that we are living in that era?

In recent years this world has been shaken to its very foundations. There have been stupendowm
changes——governmental, economie, industrial, morsl and religiouws, We are living im a werld
of rapld and comstant changes, Modes of travel, methods of commmnieation, means of ecormerce,
and inventliens for pleasm'e and comfort change so rapidly and freguently as to keep the
whole industrial world im a gtir. ‘Eh:l.ngs that were thoroughly moderm yesterday are difocarded
for a mever model. ¥an will not ride in a pioneer stagecocach; he must have an eight-cylinder
car, a siream-lined train, or a transcontinentsl plane, He no longer Iives in the quietude
of the humble cottage immortalized by Burns in his "Cotter's Saturday Hight,” but on a
erowded and busy street in an electrified spartment. His food nc longer comes from the
garden, smoke-house and eellar, but frem the corner groecery, delicatessen, or super-market.
Grandfather bad a farm, father had a garden, but son has enly a can opener. His music

comes to him by way of the television, radie or juke-box. His children, if any, are born

in a hospital, are resred by a baby<sitter and in a nurgery or kindergarien snd taught

very little by anybody as to how to live, act and do. We certainly live in a restless,
nervous, fast, changing and treubled world.

We are living in days of world upheaval and erisis. Orave dangers lie ahead. Tationel
problems are multiplying in every country. The internatiensl situation is becoming more
complicated, entangled and eritical. What lies just ahead? Whither are we bound? Such
guestions as these are forcing themselves upon us, Men know not whick way te turn, nor
just what to do. Bewilderment, apprechension snd uncertainty are evident everywhere, TFear
of the Palture is in the hearts of wany.

Netions today are in distress hitherto unprecedented, perplexity heretofore wnlkmown,
animosities erstwhile wmparalleled, and fear aforetime mmsurpsssed. Demonized men pever
before possessed instrwments of torment, destruction, devastation and death ag they do
today. Prominent men freely prophesy that another great war will mean the destruction
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of eivilization; yet they go right on preparing the ways and the means for the swicide.
Monkind seems to realize that it has lost its way, but it does net understand that it has
lost its way beeause it has lost THE UAY., Men have tried te have peace and prosperity,
but they have not succeeded because they have left out God. The problems of humaenity are
getting far beyond the wisdom and sbility of 2 generation that has politely bowed the
living God and His blessed Son out of ite council chambers,

Present conditions remind us of what CGibben wrote in 1787, when he listed the canses of
the fall of the Roman Bmpire as follows:

1. The deeline of home life,

2. Higher and higher taxes, with moré and more people living from the taxes paid by others.
3. 4 craze for pleasure and spérts.

4. The bullding of a gigantic army, without thinking of the decadence of the people.

5. The decay of religien.

A nation is no greater thsn its heme life. Many of us are grateful for our forefathers

who Imew God and loved and served Him. They studied His Word, believed it and obeyed it.
They prayed snto God. They observed the Iord's Day by going to chureh and worshipping

Him. But what are their descerdants deing today? Many of them are forgetting God and
ignoring Mis Word. They have Bibles in their homes, but they never read them. They never
pray unto the Iord unless they are sick or in trouble. Hany of them do net have any
interest in church. Multitudes of both parents and ehildren sre secking pleassure, indvlging
in profanity, partiecipating in gembling, drinking and irmorality., When and as the home:

goes, everything goes.

let us take the lamp of prophecy and 1light up some of the signs which indicate that *the
coming of the lord draweth nigh." These signs are of varying character, some relating

to general comditions, and others to speeific events. Among the signs which our Iord Jesus
Christ mentions in this passage of Seripture are the following:

I, Increase Of Beception.

Christ taught that the last days of this age will be a time of deception. It is said
that a new cult or sect springs up at least once a month in the Uhited States. No
matier how fantastie or fanzatical its iteachings may be, or how wild its claims, there
are always those who are willing to be deceived., How timely, therefore, is the warning
of our lord, "Take heed that no man deceive you® (Matthew 24:4). '

It is tragic, but true, that false cults are thrivimg. They thrive on those in the
churches who lack a spiritual experienee, sviritusl perceptior or proper teaching.
"Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times some shall depart from
the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of demoms" (I Timothy 4:1).

II. False Christse,

Christ warned that the end of this age would be characterized by false christs. He
said, "For many shall eome in ry nsme, gaying, I sm Chrisi; and shall deceive many?
(Motthew 24:5). Tt is said thet during the last century there have been over eleven
bundred people in various parts of the world who have clsimed to be the Christ, and
they have deluded millions. In ease you think this statement is absurd, what about
the Alabama Negro, "Father Divime®™?



III. Wers Apd Rumors Of Wers.

Christ said, "And ye shall hesr of wars and rumors of Wars: ...... For nation shall
rise against matien, and kingdom 2geinst kingdom" (Matthew 24:6-7). Tn my brief lifetime
and memory, there have been two world wars and scores of lesser wars. Teday, our world
is facing and preparing for sn atomie war, Bloedier conflicts are to ecome than this
world has yelt witnessed, Competition in armaments mesns the wreek of eivilization.

i¥. Famines And Pestilences.

These always fellew in the wake of war. This generation has seen famines in greater
intengity than previous omes. Theugh some nations are at a loss zs to what to do with
their surplus food, millions are sterving in various countries. Pestilenees are ever
the scavengers of femine., They are never far awsy when destitution is sbroad. Where
- there is a lack of nutritious food, physical resistance to germs is weakened. Then
it is that grievous pestilences come in for the k311,

Vo Simultaneous Earthauskes.

Scientists tell us that earthguskes have never been as numercus as inm recent years.
The number of earthguskes is rspidly on the inoresse. Az meny as three major omes
have occurred on three widely separated eentinents at the same time,

¥I. Raeisl] Intolerance And Perseoution.

This racial hatred sbout which Christ spesks hes partieular application te the Jews.
He szid, "Then shall they deliver you up to be afflicted, and shall kill youm: and
ve shall be hated of all pations for my neme's sake™ (Matthew 24:9). Fany people
blame most of the misfortunes of the world on the Jews and propagate the hellish
doetrine that the hope of the world lies in the asnnihilation of the Jews, It is the
same old story with a new satenic vengeance.

VIiI. Undependability Of Man.

Pipd then shall many be offended, and shall betray one another, and shall hate one
another? (Matthew 24:10). Sueh a procedure and attitude are well known to each of us.

VIII, False Prophets.

Christ said, "And many false prophets shall rise, and shall deeeive many® (Matthew
24311). These fezlse prophets claim to spesk for Ged, but they are mouthpieces for
Setan, Pesing as messengers of light, they preach that which is not the gospel of -
Christ, They deny the virgir birth and viearious death of Christ. Thsy try te humanize
Christ and to deify man. In their teaching they try to make Christ far less than He
is, and to make man far more than he is. Preaching and teaching a so-called gospel

of works, these false prevhets would have men save themselves by their own efforts,
thus despiging the sacrifice of God in the person of His Son on the cross of Calvary.
They hold out & hope of sslvation as a result of keeping the commandments, cobeying

the Golden Bule snd praciticing the Sermon on the Yount. The preaching of their pretiy
words and high-seownding shibboleths has led and is Jesding mmltitudes astray.

IZ¥. Religilous Indifference.

"And because imiquity shall abound, the love of meny shall wax cold” (Matthew 24112).
Truly, the love of many Christians hes waxed eold. Never before has there been seo

much religicus indifference as there is today. From earnest preachers and close eobservers
ip many queriers there comes the ery that lukewarmmess and indifference are creeping

over chm'ehhmembers, Preaching does not seem to influence them inm the least , im so

many cases because they never hear i1t, Isaves of 5

fruit, which is satisfying to Christ, is woefully ?23;?32%9” are in abupdance, but



X, World-wide Bvangelism.

"And this gospel of the kingdem shell be presched im all the world for a witness unto
all nations; and then shall the end come! {Matthew 24:14). By means of the radio at
least some people in every nation will sovor hesr the gospel, A1l of these signs are
present simmltaneously. This has never happened before,




