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CERVANT JOT ABOVE MASTHER

"The digsciple is not sbove his master, mor the servent sbove his lord. It is emough for
the diseiple thet he be as his master, and the servant as his lord." Mabtthew 10:24-25.

Our Iord spoke these words to ¥is disciples whom He was sending forth into a hestile world
to be His witnesses. Fe warned them that they would be persecuted and them told them how
to react to persecution.

Christ is not only our Sevicur snd Friend, bub Fe ia alsc our Master and ILord. We meed
not expect better treastment than thal which was weted out to Him. Omne is owr Master, éven
Christ., His Iife is owr ideal. Spiriteality is nol » vegue ebstraction; 1t is growing
conformity to Him. If He was burdened, and misunderstocd, and sometimes sorrowful even
uto death, we must not guarrel witk sueh dark exverienmces. It is enough that we shomid
be like Him. The highest preise that can be given o eny man is that others, knowing him,
should eall him Christlike. Thal is the noblest idesl in the world,

The pathway of the will of God for Christ was not easy; it was net strewm with the favers
of men. He wes not apvlauded by the world. He bsd to po to Gethsemane and Calvary. He
su?fered, leaving us an exarple thst we should follow Wiz steps. OSome have counted the
cost of being Christissns, znd they have not been willing to pey the price. Others have

professed bo be Christians without counting the cost, and them, vhen temptation, ewpesition,
sulfering, persecution and seeming defeat have come, they have been disappointed and failed
to be Ffaithful. In cslling vs to be i diseinles, Chrlst Jesus does not decelve us.

He says, "In the world ye shall heve tribwlation.?

Christ never promised His diseivies freedom from trouble. Rather, He pointed oub to them
that they would be in the midst of adverse situstions quite freguently. The temdency of
tribulation is to form strengih of character, OSomshow, it brings us closer to God.

I. Cur ¥Master Was Poor.

So, the servant need nci expect to fare amy better. Christ said, "The foxes have holes,
and the birds of the air hsve mests; but the Son of men hath not where to lay His head®
(Matthew 8:20). He was born in a stable and Izid in a manger. He worked at a earpenteris
bench, He died on a cross snd was buried in & borrowed tomb. He did not live in luxuwry;
He d4id not aceummlate weslth: P was mot o wmoneygrebber at all costs. Our Masfer was

& worker, ome of lifs's toilers, He is the worker's friend. If we could get workers

to see that He is their friexnd and advocate, they would not reject Him,

We should remind omrselves the’ we are called te follow the One who was poor in material
things though rich im spiritusl things. Feul spid, "Even unto this present heour we

both hunger, and thirst, and a=re paked, and zre buffeted, and have no certain dwelling-
place” (I Corinthians 4:11). ¥He alse said, "ks woor, yet making many rich." When

we thinmk of the sacrifice of Christ and of the swffTering of the early Christlans, we
should be ashamed of our discipleship. Mighty thinmgs could be dome if all Christians
suffered, sacrificed apd pave to the lord's work. There is entirely too much worldliness
among those who profess to be orthodox im theclogy.

11, Our Master Has Weary.

Even though Christ was incsrnated for man's redemplion, He was really weary. In John 4:6
we read, "Now Jacobfs well was there., Jesus therefore, being wearied with his journey,
sat thus on the well.” The word means to be firsd, to be fatigued. He bad tolled

sc mpeh that He wae exhausted, We cannot rend these words and believe them without
seeins our Iord's sslf-chosen limitations; His true humanity. He was not nlayseting

at Jacob's well. He wasn't pretending te be wesryy Fe really was tired. Have you

ever felt literally exhausted? The Master felt like that, apd He can sympathisze,

He knows all about the strains and stresses of life, and He can help., Have you ever
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done without anything for the sake of Christ? Heve you ever sacrificed anything in
order that the kingdom of our Iord might be extended? Salvation is free to the one
who receives it, but resl Christian service costs.

71T, Our Master Was Sorrowful.

Christ was the Man of sorrows and acquainbed with grief., Of Him Isaish said, "He is
despised and rejeclted of men: 2 man of sorrows, and acgvainted with grief: and we

hid ag it were our faces from himy he was despised, and we esteemed him not" (Isaish 53:3)
In Gethsemane He said, "My soul is exceeding sorrvoufil, even unbto death" (Matthew 26:38).
His soul was encompassed with savrow, It wag very sad or deeply grieved, He was over-
whelmed with distress. Judas wse to betray Fim: Peter was to deny Him: the rest of

the disciples were to forsske Him: He was te be subliected to 2 mock trial; He was teo
be denied common justice; He way to be ecrucificd: He was to bear the sin of the worlds
and above all He was to sulfer the separation from the Fatherfs face. He suffered

s no ome else ever did. He suffered because He wasm rejiected by those who should have
accepted Him, because His messace was rejected, because Eis offers of leve and mercy
were refused, because Eis cwn disciples did net understand Him, and because He was

to bear the penalty of the sins of others. Ve gometimes forget that we are called

into fellowship with a suffering Redeemer, that we are to follow a rejected Ssviour.
Paul said, Tor umto vou it fs given in the behalf of CUhrist, not only te believe on
him, bub alse to suffer for Wiz seke" (Philivvians 1:29). The passion of the great
apostie was that he might Imow Christ and the power of s resurrectien and the fellow-
ship of His sufferings. ¥e was slways facing desth for Christls sske, but at the seme
time he Ikmew more and more of the risen life of Christ in him, If we have to suffer
for Christ, we should remember that He suffered, thet others are suffering for Him
teday, and that owr light =7fliction is for = limited time only, amd it works for ums

a far more exceeding and cternal weight of glory.

V. Our Master Was Temmted.

Cur lord wes tempted in all peints like as we are, yelb withoul sin. Temptation swept
the whole field of His 1life, tut He never succumbed to it. The sinless Christ was
subjected to temptations far more subtle, far more vowerful, and far more difficult

to overcome than any through which we are cslled uvon to pass. His sinlessness

did not mean that Fis temptstions were wnresl snd weak. Satan used his strongest weapons
against Christ, and did it repestedly, but he failed every time.

Temptation is the common experience of every diseiple of Christ. We ought not expect
to fare better tham He did. Mot all are tewpted in the same way, but all are tempied
in some way. We must face temntations in the power of the Hely Spirit and overcome
them., The pathway of true Christian diseipleship rums through the valley of testing,
the jungles of temptatlon, and the sunless sorge of sorrow and less, bult alli the way
there is the fellowship of the living Christ. He taught His disciples 1o vray, "lead
us not into temptation.¥ So, let us net yield ito temptation!

V. Our Master Was Hated,

Omr Iord said, "They hated me without a cause” {(John 15:2%). To His own brothers,

who did not believe on Fim, He said, "The world cannet hate you; but me it hateth,
because I testify of it, that the works thersof are evil® (John 7:7). In His farewell
address to His disciples le said, ®If the world hete you, ye know that it hated me
before it hated you" {Johnm 15:18). By the world here is mesrfthat which has no reom
for Christ. Too often we court its favor instead of testifying of it that it is evil.
The Christian is in the world, bubt he is not of it. He does not follow its fashioms,
believe its philosoohy, approve ite evil ways, seek its approbation, or accept its
false standards. The world hates the Christian because he loves Christ, who is opposed

to the world, and because He says it is doomed. God's judgment is sure tg fall on
211 that is opposed to His Word and His Christ. If we bring the world into the church,
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and, if we say nothing against the sins whieh zbound in 1%, the world will not hate
us., Bubt, if we love Christ, bow to the authority of His Word, preach His message,

and seek to do His will, then the world will not swmile upon us.

VI. Our Mastier Was Persecuted,

Te His disciples our ILord said, "IT they have nersecuted me, they will also persecute
you" (Jehn 15:20). Christ also ssid, "Blessed sre they which sre persecuted for
righteousness' sake: for thelrs is the kingdonm of heaven® (Matthew 5:10). Some are
being persecuted today because they firmly believe the fundamental truths of the Word
of God. Let us pray for them! If we were more loyal to Christ, and less conformed
to the world, we would krnow more aboult eppositicn. If persecution came, womld you
stand firm? Are you following Christ clesely, or only afar off7?

Ever remember, that the servant is not sbeve the master; therefore, the Christisn need
never expect to fare any betlter thar his Iord.



