IT®S TIME TQ TAKE SIDES

"He that is not with me is apsinst me; and he that gathereth not with me scattereth shroad.®
Matthew 12:30.

There was brought unto Christ z men vho was posseszed of # demom. This men was both
blind anpd dumb. Our Iord pverformed & notable miracie in healing him, insomuch that the
blind and dumb man both saw zrd svske, This miracls msde a vrofound impression on the
people. It forced many to conclude thet Christ wes indeed the Messiah, Although the miracle
exeited the admiraticn of the neople in genersl, vet it raised the oppesition and enmity
of the Phariszees. Unable te diszvute the miraelis itesi?, the Tharisees tried to impugn
the power behind it. They ssid, "He healed the wen, but how did He do it? He did it by
the power of Beelzebub, the prince of the demons.” Christ denied and completedly refuted
that malicious and blasvhemous charre snd asserted that He Yesgt out demons by the Soirit
of God." Moved to righteous anger by Wis slanderers, Christ zald, "He that is not with
me is against me; and he that gathereth not with me scattereth abroad.” :

This iz one of those sayings ef Shrist from which most of uws shy away. It seenms too
stern, too severe or too demanding. Yeb there it is, however drastically demanding—a
something that pours gquietly ard relentlegsly frowm the lips of the Son of Ged.

Note the intoleramce in the sllesisnce whieh Christ demands from us. He is willing to
take the lowliest place on the croszz, but He will not take it In youwr heart and mine.
¥When He was born in the fulress of time, He did not ask for the sblendor of the palace,

He was boram in a manger, reared in a lowly home, snd grew Yo manhceod in obseurist station.
But the moment He enters the kingdom of the hesrt, where He is king by conguest and by
right, there everything is chenged, and with a grest intolerance He refuses every place
except the first. "Whoso loveth father or mother wore than Me is not worthy of Me."

With Christ or agsimst Him! An illustration is brought from the battlefield: "He that
iz not with me is against me." A second {llustration is brought from the harvest field:
"He that gethereth not with me scsiiereth abrezd.” In the battlefield of life, whose
side have you chogsen? In the grest harvest f£ield of the world, whose interests are you
serving? Arve we gathering or wasting?

Very obviously, thére is ne middle course between belief and unbelief, TYou elither believe
in God or you do not believe in Him. You must either accept the Ssviour and live, or

vou must reject Him &nd dle, You carmot take a 4le way. You are either with Christ
in your belief, or you are egainet Mim in your unbelief, Those who are not with Him in
profession and diseipleship are agsinet Him., They are servants of another magter.

Our Christianity is not worth snything wnless it is ecalling on us to teke gides, to draw
lines, to choose which cemp we exvect to live in, to lel heaven, earth and hell know what
kind of bamer it is under which we are marching.

Why is it time to teke sides?
7. DBecause Scme Issmes Are So Crumweial.

Jesus Christ is one of these issues. Don't you see how urgently perscnal Fe makes
the issue in eur text: "He that is not with me is against me"?

Bere were these Pharisees, snd other rulers of the peonle, attempting to get rid of
Christ and to explain sway ¥is miracles by seying thet His works were performed through
the power of Setan. Our JTord showed them how stupid their view of the matter was,
sirce all of His ministry was against Sstan.

In this one particular, however, the enemies of our Iord were right: they saw that

the real issue was Christ Himself. They were up against the stubborn fact +that He

stood before thes ; . P W :
which 2180 ge ;;f‘ﬂﬁt gimply as the son of Mary, which He was, but as the Son of God,
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It was as God that Fe had been speaking to them. Tt was as God that He announced etermal
truth with an authority that their rabbis never dreamed of claiming. It was as God

that He forgave sins. It was as God that Be would in Saving love lay down His life

for a race of men who had 1ifted the rebel flag of their defiance against the will

of their Msker.

Thege Pharisees and Sadducees understood this. They were against Him. There were
others, however, who neither charged Him with being in league with the devil nor
followed Him as the Iord of life. They were the would-be neutralists or inbetweeners.
There is a story gbout a beat who suffered through trying to be neutral. He was
watching a fight between some birds and rats, snd he was determined not to get drawn
into it. So, he said to the birds: "I'm not on your side; I'm clearly not a bird,
for T have teeth.® And to the rat he said: "I'm not on your side; T can't be a rat,
for I bhave wiags." The birds repiied: "If you are not 2 bird, you must be a ratf;
and they pecked him all over. &nd the rats said: "If you are not a rat, you must

be a bird"; and they bit him all over. Some people are like that bat in that story:
they watch the battle between the ILord and Fis opponents, and they try to be neuwtrsal.
But such newtrality is a practicsl impessibility. Neutrality is impossible, but,
even 1f it were possible, it would still be a very feeble and unhappy attitude to adovt.

& vhite men, lost in an African jungle, asked e nstive %o help him out. The native
sgid, "Follow me." Vhen they had gone some distsnce, the white man, becoming doubiful
because there was no marked trail, asked him if this was in fact the way. e reply
was terse and to the point: "here is no wesy. I &m the way." The native, shrewd
apd sure, got the man out., Christ is like Ihat. True 28 it is that God has a pattern
for us to live by as His children, it is deenly irue thet the pattern is bound vp
with the Persom. It is Christ Mimself. Chricétian living is not so much a pattern
imposed on Bvs as it is a Ferson indwelling ws. Therefore, to miss the Person is to
miss everything. To reject Him means that life is fatal, but to be undecided about
Him means that life is futile,

So, on an issue as crucial as that of our relationshiv to Jesus Christ and His claims,
it clearly is time to teke sides. Few of us have been bitter or exiremely hostile
toward Him. Some of us have steled our all on Him, Others have béen non-committal
about Him. To such He says, "He that is not with me 1s against me.”

Becaunse Heultrality Tends To Become So Corrupting.

Iet your mind linger a moment on a feature of our text that is easy to miss. Tt comes
out in the 1ittle prepositior "with." "He that is not with me is againgt me." We
might have expected it to read, "He that ig not for me is against me." Bubt the
prepogition "with™ gives the Mester's thought another and richly suggestive turn,

In the Greek the preposition "with® denotes two things: a commmnity of interest and

a compunity of action, Don't you see how much further that carries you than would

be the case if Christ had said only, "He that is not for me is against me?" To be

"for® Him might mean sinply thet you mentally approved of Him, that you intellectuslly
believed in Him, that you sentimentally favored Him, that you would say a good word

for Him. But te be ™"with" Him--ah, that is tremendously more! That means His interests
have become your interests, His concerns your concerns, His enthusiasms your enthusiasms.
it goee further. It means that ¥is way of life is vour way, His surrendering of will
to the Father's will is yours, His investment of energy and devetion in the kingdom

of God is yours. "With me" in a fellowship of interest and 2 partnership of action!

Now, suppose you aren't really with Him! Suppose you are trying to sidestep His
gtrong claims upon you! Suppose you are not vet ready to line up with Him! You just
want to drift along, never for a second considering sny open opvosition to Him. You
simply are not ready to give yourself awey to Him and let Him take the steering wheel
of your life,

zggeziy not know i?, but your atiempt to be neutral toward Christ is having s corrunting
£ upon you, ¥ '
pon you our atiempted neutrality tends to corrupt you in three ways:
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1. Your will by taking away its decisiverness.
In the days of Eiijah the prophet, the peonle of Israel were nlaying it coy in
their religious 1life, not wholly for God, not wholly for Baal., The prephet called
for a show-down: "How long hall ye between two cplnions? If the Jord be God,
follow Him; but if Baal, then follow him" (T Kings 12:21).  Elijah well knew that
the longer they went on with thelr semi-neutrality the harder it would be to arrive
at a cholce, dome of ydm'afe always sbout to siend wp and be counted, bubt you
don't do it. The reasen some lives resewble rotien sggs is that in them are so
many resolutiens that have heen warmed bul have never hatehed.

2. Your conscience by taking avay its sensitiveness.
Do you think thosze FPharisees vho said that Christ was in league with the devil
came to such a traglcai v twisted, deadened conscience over night? Certainly
not! They came to it by degrees, Some have a consclence "seared with a hot iron."
Gradually it has lost its zensitivity, duwe to the refusal to take sides.

3. TYour character by taking swey its firmness,
There is more than meets the eye in these two words of ouwr text: "gathereth”
and "scattereth.” "Gathereth™ sucgests order, unity, comservation and preservation.
HSeattereth® suggests discivation, dlserganlzatlon, disharmony, destruetion and
loss.

Christ says, "Take sides with Me and youwr life will be pulled together, harmonized
into a living whole, made Tirm and adeguate for the moral siruggle of living.®
But, suppose we don't tske &ides with Yim; whet thén? One course is teo fight EFim,
scorn Eim, curse Him, There sre some brazen end branded souls who take that trail.
But the majority do mot. Theirs is theé way of Dbeing neither hot nor cold, neither
hostile nor dedicated. They want to rin with the church's hares on Sunday and
hunt with the world’s. hounds the vest of the week., They want te be as nearly
neutrael as possible. Well, it can't be doneé. 111 the firmness goes out of a man's
character when he centlnwes to try to sidestep Christ.

Because Procrastination Is So Costly.

The vears had gone by since these Pharisees were first confronted with and challenged
by Christ. At the beginring they were more open, susceptible and neubtral, Dut they
delsyed to receive Him. They hesitated to be identified with Him. Ioock now where
they are! They are sav1ng that He is a tool of the devil. Procrastination exacts
too heavy a toll. UNow is the time to take sides. Be with Christ and not against
Him. Bee to it that yvour 1life and influence count for Him.



