A WEW TESTAMENT CHGRCH

"And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church
end the gates of hell shall not prevail against it." Matthew 16:18.

Church is the English translation of the Greek word ecclesis. The word denoies the called-
out ones, but the context determines from what and to what they are called. Among the Creeks,
an eccleslia was an assembly of free citizens cslled ovi from their homes and businesses

to give considerstion to matiers of vublic interest. 4s applied to believers in Christ,

the church signifies those who are ealled out from the world to the Ilord; henmce, they are

an asgembly set apart to God.

Christ endowed this word, "ecclesia™ or Yehurch' witk spiritval significance. His first

use of the word was in Matthew 16:13-1%: 'When Jesus came inmto the coasts of Caesares Philippi
He asked His disciples, saying, Vhem do men say that I the Sen of man am? And they said,

Some say that Thou art John the Bantist, some Elijah: end other Jeremiash, or one of the
prophets. He saith unte them, Bul whom say ye that T am? 2And Simon Peter answered and

said, Thou are the Christ, The SBon of the living God, £nd Jesus ansvered and said unto

him, Blessed art thou, Simon Barjors: for flesh snd blood bath not revesled it munteo

thee, but My Father Who is in hesven. /Ard I say alsc uvnto thee, That thou art Peter, and

upon this roek I will build my churchs; and the gates of hell ghall not orevail againast it."

I. The Crigin Of The Church.

The church was of divine erigin. It was in the wind of Ced from the beginning, The
need for the ehwurch a2s an institution was that the Iord Jesus Christ might lesve on
earth an orgenism and an orgsnization te preach the gospel of His death for sin, of
salvation through His vicarious suffering, amé of new and etermal life in Him through
the power of His resurrection.

After Christ Jesws left the carpenter's shop in Haezareth, He mever tmilt but one thing,
and that was His church. He called into being His church and committed te it a positive
and well-defined mission,

1. His church was instituted 2t the right time.
It was founded during the personal ministry of the lord Jesus Christ. According
to Imke 6:12-16, after Christ had spent an exntire night in prayer, He eslled His
disciples wnteo Him and chose twelve, whom Fe nsmed apostles. They were called out
from the others. They were chosen to be with Him. "And he ordsined twelve, that
they should be with him, and that he might serd them forth to preach.” Mark 3:14.
He wag the Head and the Founder of the church, and they were the first members.
The church is the only institution that was 1nstitn%ed during the personal ministry
of the lord Jesws on thisg earth. ‘

2. His church wes founded in the right place.
The church Christ bullt, and which He called '"my church,? was organlzed in Palestine—-
God's country. His church was founded by a Jew and all of ite eonstituent members
were Jews. The Founder and all of the constituent members of this church were
baptized in the river Jordan by the first Baptist preacher.

3. His church was founded by the right person.
This persen was the Iord Jesums Christ., He was the Founder, Builder, Master and

Proprietor of the church. He called it "my church."

4e His church was constituted out of the right material.
His forerunmer, John the Baptist, mede and baptized disclples as a preparation for
the organization of the church that Jesus built, John the Baptist, ever true to
his God-given name, was very careful as to whom he baptized. He demanded that those
whom he baptized should prefess to be saved before their baptism, and then produce
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fruit worthy of repentance as svidence of their salvation. Nothing is any more
certain than the faet that Christ organized His church during the days of His
personal ministry here on the earth out of the material prepared by John the
Baptist. This material coneisted of believers in Christ who had been baptized in
obedience to His command and were willing to esrry forward Fis work in the world.

How do we kmow that the first church was in existence before Pentecost?

{1) Tt had apostles, prophets and teachers in its membership before Penmtecost,
iGod heth sel scme in the church, first apostles, secondarily vorophets, thirdly
teachers,.” I Corinthizns 12:28,

(2) It had an ordained ministry before Pentecost.
"ind be ordained twelve, that they should be with him, and that he might send
them forth te preach.® ¥erk 3:14.

(3) It bad a commission to preach before Pentecest and it did so.
"And a® ye go, preech, saying, The kingdom of heaven is at hand.” Matthew 10:7.

(4) Tt had authority to baptize before Pertecost. '
"Go ye therefore, and tesch all nstions, baptizing them im the name of the
Father, and of the Son, and of the Hely Chost.® Metthew 28:19.

{(5) It had the lord's Supper before Penbecost.
"hind as they were eating, Jesus took bread, and blessed it, and brake it, and
gave it to the disciples, and said, Take, eat; this is my body. And he teock
the cup, and gave thanks, snd gave it to them, saying, Drink ye all of it: For
this is my blood of the new tesitament, which 13 shed for many for the remissien
of sins, Bub I say unto yomw, I will net drink henceforth of this fruit of the
vine, until that day when I drink it mew with you in my Father's kingdom. And
vwhen they had sung an hymn, they went cut into the mount of Olives.® Matthew 26:20
30,

(6) Tt had a rule of diseipline befors Pentecost.
"Horeover if thy brother shell itrespass against thee, go and tell him his fault
between thee and him slome: 3if he shall hear thee, thou hast gaired thy brother.
But if he will not hear thee, then take with thee one or two more, that in the
mouth of two or three witnesses every word may be established. And if he shall
neglect to hear them, tell it unto the chwrch: bub if he negleet to hear the
church, let him be unto thee as an hesthen man and a publican.” Matthew 18:15-17.

(7) Tt had a church roll with one hundred snd twenty nemes on it before Pentecost.
"ind in those days Peter stood up in the midst of the disciples, and said, {the
number of names together were about an hundred and tweniy)." Acts 1:15.

(8) It had a church tressurer before Pentecost,
"For some of them thought because Judas had the bag, that Jesus had said unte
him, Buy those things that we have need of against the feast; or, that he

~should give something to the poor.® Johm 13:29,

(9) Tt kad s business meeting before Pentecost.
"ind they appoimted two, Joseph called Barssbas, who was surnemed Justus, and
Matthias. And they prayed, and said, Thou, lord, which knowest the hearts
of all men, shew whether of these twe thou hast chesen, That he may take part
of this minigtry and apestleship, frem which Judas by transgression fell, that
he might go to his own place., And they gave forth their lots; and the lot fell
upon Matthias; and he was numbered with the eleven apostles.® Aects 1:23-26.

{16) It had three thousaend additions on the day of Pentecost.

"Then they that gladly received his word were baphized: and the same day there
were added unte them about three thousand souls.” Aets 2:41.

The Hature Of The Church.

The word "church® is never used in the New Testament to designate a building. It was
several centuriesz after the apostelic age before this unfortunate use of the word began.
In the New Testament Pchureh" slways refers to people, redeemed people, baptized peovle,
voluntarily sssocisted for the worship and service of God.



1. It is a divine institution.

(1) & divine Architect planmed it.
The idea of the church did not originate in the mind of man, but in the heart
and mind of God. God's plan for a church has not changed.

{2) A divine Builder constructed it. ) '
Christ is the Builder of the church. He said, "Upon this rock I will build
my church.” Concerning the first church in Jerusalem we read: "And the ILord
added to them day by dasy those that were saved.® There is ne place in a New -
Testament church for those whom the Isrd has not added,

{3) A divine Purchaser bought it,
Paul speaks of "the church of God which He hath purchased with Eis own blsed, "
Acte 20:28. The church belongs to Him because He purchased it at such a great
cost., Hen have been entrusted with the administration of the affairs of the
church, but it does met belong to them.,

{4) A divine Iord has commissioned it.
Go ye therefore, and meke disciples of all nations, baptizing them in:'. the
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: teaching them to
observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you,"

2. Tt is a spiritwal organism.
A Yew Testement church is more than an orgenization; it is an organism. An
erganism has 1ife. A machine is an orgsnization, composed eof various paris, but
it is not an organism. It has no life. . :

A Few Testament church is a congregation of baptized believers in Christ, whe have been
called out from the world by the Holy Spirit, through the gospel, who are voluntarily
united in the belief of what Christ has taught, and coverpanting together to do what

. He has commended in perpetuating Fis ordinances and propagating Hia gasgel to the ends
of the sarth,

A Few Testament church is a local, visible body of baptized believers. The terms
"ymiversal church™ or "imvisible chureh® are net of New Testament vintage. They were

of post-apostolic erigin. In his "History of Dogma," Harnack wrote: "No one (until

after the time of Emsebiwus, Tertullisn, Clement, etc.) thought of the desperate idea

of an invisible church.” If there itz any other sort of chureh than a visible congregation,
revelation and investigation have alike failled te loecate its whereabouts or to define

its functions. God has mever given it a mission or man put it into commission. Such

an inconceivable, intangible invisible concern ss the imaginary invisible church has ,
never been kmown to comvert anyone, tc baptize anyone, to set forth the Lérd's Supper,

or to perform any functions of an actual church, or to do any sort of business on-

this earth. As a boy on the farm, I often rode a horse, but T always had to have a

real horse to ride. I never rode an invisible herse. The only invisible horse I ever
rode wag at night, after eating too mueh supper and while in dreamland, when on a nightmare
And the only invisible church that exists is in the imagination of some dresmer, When

you hear some preacher setting forth the doctrine of an invisible ehurceh, ask him if -

he is willing te recelive his salary from that invisible church to which he claims to
belong. The enly church through which Christ works is a local assembly. In His charge

to the church to maintain discipline and order Christ said, "Tell it unto the church:

but if ke neglect teo hear the church let him be unto thee as an heathen msn and a publicsd
Matthew 18:17., HNot only is it im90331b1e, but it is alseo unthinksble to tell enything

to an invisible somathlng.

According to the New Testaement, a church is an independent, local erganization. A

New Testament church is an organized assembly of those who have repented of their sins
and trusted Christ for their salvation, who have been baptized upon seriptural authority
after a credible professicn of regeneration, who accept the Word of God as their rule

of faith and prectice, who meet for worship, who have a congregational church goverrment,
who use the discipline of the New Testament, who have covenanted te%ether to diseiple
all the nations, whe through their duly chosen servanits administer the two ordinances,
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whose scriptural officers are pastors and deacoms who act as servants and not as rulers,
and whese members stirive diligently to please their Lord and Ssviour Jesus Christ,

A New Testament church is a unique institution, divine in ite origin, divine in its
mission, and backed by a divine promise of security. A4s such it looms large and holds
a central and commending place in the divine revelation. It is the business of a
church to evangelize sipners, to baptize believers, and to teach its own members,



