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GUD'S RULE FOR GREATNESS

"Zut it shall not be so smong you: bubt whosoever will be great smong you, let him be
your minister; And whosoever will De chief smmong you, lei him be your servant: FEven
as the 3on of man cams not tc be ministered unto, but to minister, and to0 give his
life & rensom for memyt Matthew 20:26-28.

HWhoever wants 0 be grest smong you musi be your servent.® Matthew 20:26 (Moffait).

Christ left the happiness of hesven end come to live in the midst of the world's misery.
¥hile here He ministered to the nesds ¢f the bodies snd souls of people. Hiz example
and teaching prove that tros grestness is entirely different from whet most people think
it is. He reversed the oréinzry view of gresatness., Wherescs many messured greziness

by the nusber of slzves or servonis & mon owned, Christ tzught that 1% is deiermined

by the number of people one can serve. "Whososver will be great among you, let him de
your servent.’ Christ's ides of zrestness 48 in sherpest conirast fo the opiniens held
by men of the world. In the kingdoms of this world the grest ones lerd it over -others;
in-Christis wey of-living the-greal ones serve. S, S e e e

I. Phe Pronouncement OF God's Rule For Grectness.

Like s0 many gems in the tesching of Christ, this one zppears in the form of an
znswer 0 & request. VYhen our Lord mede the sinouncspent to His disciples of

His suiferings soon to be endured, the doting mother of Jemes and Johan asked Him
to give her sons the first places in His Kingdom. She Qi€ not ssk for anything

of = personal naturs, but with = typicsl mother's love for her sons she regussied
that they might sit the one ot the Lord's right Zend snd the other on His lsft- in
His kingdom of power and glory about which He hed telked &nd which He had come to
esteblish.
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Mothers should be very caunitiocus aboubt seeking plaves of honor for their children.
When they do so, quite frequently they are like Sulome in thet they do not know
what they ask, In seeking plsces of honor for them, they may be striving for that
which will ruin their children. It is net posis of honor thai secure earihly
happiness or eterns]l salvsiion. Quite often we do nob know for what we ask when
we seek in our felliyv gresi things for ourselves. When we long for this or that
honor, this or thai post of pre-eminence for oursslves, for our children, or for
those who ave nearest snd dearest Lo us, we know not whset we sskz., We do not think
of the temptations and demgers which lie before us, or the envies and the jeslousies
vhich we provoke. In the cese before us, just zs soon as the other iten sposilas
heard of the request presented to the Lord, for the promotion of James and John,
indignation filled their hesris, for the simple resson thet they desired the same

place themselves. It was direcily sgainst such o selfish spirit that the revoluilionary

words of our text were utiered by our Lerd.

We must remember thet ambition is nstural to man and capable of good. The desire
for grestness is inherent in practically every humen spirit. Even the school boyis
heart throbs with responsive enthusiasm when he reads the Homeric hero's injunction
to his sen, "Alweys to be the best and supsrior to all others.® Depraviiy has
turned this pripeivle to evil sccount, but it was implanted in us for the noblest
of purvoses. HNsxi.to having & wrong ambition, the worst thing that can befell

one is not to have any, for then his ensrgy and slevation are at an end. '

Christ did not condemn ambition. He did poi say thet it ie wrong to wish to be
great. " He did not seek t0 ersdicate &mbition, bui rather to show what its true
function is in regeneraied manhood. Ne defined whot true grestness is, and bade
all of His followers 36 strive for thet. To those who were ezger for greatness
He presched the might of service, and at the same time He held Himself up &s the

brightest exemplificetion of His words. He informed Salome thai greainess lis
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moere than = maiter of assigning places of eminence and handing out titles of
nobility. Greatness comes not throush councsrn for oneself, bubt rather through
regard for others. TWhoever wants to be great musi be a servant.

“If I upnderstand Chrisi, the basic idea in genmuine service is- the shifting of your

interest from self to others. TUnless somehow this transfer be made, there is no

resl grestness for any men. Such is the pronouncement of the One Who is the
Haster-Servant of 21l ages. And neerly tweniy centuries after His pronouncemsnt,
Harverd University places on its official seal s Latin inscription which, translated,
rezds: "Not to be served, but Ho serve.® The rule stends, resardless of how far
short men may come of it. ' ’

The Perversions OFf God!'s Rule For Greabnsss.
James and John and their anxious mother were ndt alone in their warpged notion of
greatness and the way to atisin it. Even today the prevalent idea of grestness

is far from thaei which the Saviourls words define.

Waersess  the law of true grestness is "Give all you cen,” the law of fslse greatness
is "Get all you can.! One men, under the touch of Christ, says, "The world is my

- field. I'll pui into it everything I can.® Another men says, "The world is my

oyster, I'11 gst out of it all I can.® One is grestness by coantribubtion; the
cther is greatness by exploitziion.

This false concepiion of whai is grest takes various turns. Here, for exsmple,
is & person who sets out 1o expleit life and the world for ths pleasure that may
be gained. TFor him the world is 2 huge stsage upon which the players, in &n end~
less procession, are to perform for his exhilerastion and delight. If thai person
were to spesk out frankly, he would say, "Watch me lord it over life, end msake
iife yield up to me 21l the thrills it cen produce.® To be sure, as Bulwer hss
well put it, "The 1ife of pleasure mekes even the strongest mind frivolous;¥ but
thet of course is quite forgokten in the msdness of eating and drinking znd
frolicking.

Or here is & person who is bent on achieving distinction in terms of wealth.
Money is the false messure of grestness. Ee has ons creed, and it is that of

eresd. To mske monsey, and then more money, with never & thought &s to how he

is meking it, and what the process may be doing to him and to others who work
with him and under hir. He forgets whet 2 little men in England remembered,

and becsuse he remembered he became one of the real sristocrats of history. The
little msn was George Fox. He had & shoemsker's establishment. He was hungry

for God and for contact with the world of spiritual reality. ' I must get alone,

he thought, 2nd give my soul & chance to meditate. But here was his work, his
money-meking. One day he made his decision. He crisd, "Will 21l the shoe-weges
under the moon ferry me across io that far Land of Light for which I sigh? The
result was.that 2 shoemsker, who could have gone on making shoes spd the world
would never have heard of him, became 2z prophet of God and 2 minister of light
whose neme is written high among the immortals of Christian history.

Then, here is someons who dreams of grestness in terms of powsr—-power to centrol
his fellowmen z2nd use them ss pawns in the game of politics, or industry, or war.
If 211 such could be persusded to maks their thoughts and dreams audivle, they
would say, "We are out to lord it over life, esnd meke it yield up all ithe guthority
that cen be concentrated in our eager hends.® Buat they. tee. heve & way of for-
getting. They forget that "Uneesy lies the head thet wears the crown." They
forget such bitter lamentstion 2s that which fell from the lips of Cardinal Wolsey

when, stripped of his power, double~crissed by his cronies, he cried, "Had I served
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my God as I have served my king he would not have lef{ me nsked in my grey hairs.”

To all who would sssociate grestness with plessure, weslih, sloquence, position
or power, (hrist very emphatically says, "Buf it shall not be se among you." So
throw away &1l these false yardsiicks of greainess. ZKeep clear of these perverted
ideas of what it means to win dis tznctlen, honor and greatness.

‘The Pattern Of God's Rule For Greatness.

And whosoever will be chief among you, let him be your servani: XEven as the Son
of men came nobs t0 be minisiesred unio, but to minister, and to glve His life a
rapson for meny." %The Son of man came not to be served, bub to serve.t Jesus
Christ in the role of a servant holds the key to the heart of the world. Suppose
He hed lived in soft and extravegant luxury, barking his orders at lackeys who
weited on Him and &t soldiers who fought for Him--do you think for & moment thai
we would be singing His praises or heralding His neme in thisservice of worshipT?
Why do we five Him the highest place in the gallery of history's great ones? Feter
once gave the answer when he said, "God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy

" Ghost and with power: Who went about doing good, 2mnd healing all ihet were

eppressed of the devil; for God was with Him." Acts 10:38. He did good %o the
bodies of men, healing their diseasses, lighting up their blinded eyes, opening
their deaf ears, restoring their withered arms and useless limbs. He did good %o
the minds of men, ministering %o their sanity, informing them with truth, and
enriching them with understanding. Fe did good to the souls of men, 1ifting guilt
from their consciences, performing the surgery of purification in their attitudes
and tempers, bresthing uponm them the power of moral victory for the battles of life.
The crown and elimax of His self-giving service wes resched oa the cross.

Chr1st éid not come to be ministered ito. He saw too mény souls about Him %o be
sided, too meny sorrows to be comforted, toc many doubte to be answered, too much
spiritual dsrkness to be illumined for Him to wait for others! ministering. To
ses such needs was to long to supplythem. To feel within Him the power to serve
was to put forth that strength. He was conbtinually ministering. He was zlways

&t the call of weaknsess, or of suffering, or of went. Wherever & sick one needed

healing, or & wesk one needed strength, or & wesping one sought solsce, there He
was to be found doing sppropriste ssrvice. He is the pattsrn of true gresiness,
so do not seek to imitate any other model. - ,

The Price Of God's Bule For Greatness.

Tt was not withount cost to Himself that Jesus went the way of a servant to the
throne He occupies as the Saviour of men. HNor will it be without cost to us if
we take & servantls way with Him and in His nams. '

Wnen the request was made thet James and John might sit on the right and on the
ieft of the Saviour im His kingdom, He revlied, "Ye know not what ye ask. Are
ye able to drink of the cup that I shall drink of, and <o Le bephtized with the
baptism thet I am baptized with? They say unto Him, We are able.”

In subsience Jesus said to them, You want to sit on My right and on My left. TYou
think that such honors zre confsrred upon those who thrust in their requsst first.
You are misteken. When thsese high honors ars finally awarded, it will not be on
the principle of fevoritism. It will be on the basis of fitness, and that fitness
comes only along the costly way thet I Myself am teking--losing onels 1ife jin order
to find it. If you want t0 be near Me in splendor in the next world, be near Me

in service in this world. If you would share My throne then, you must bear My cross

now. These sre the conditions. fThere is no other way. The price of greatness has

-no ceilirg lower then this.



- b -

If we would emulate Paul's greatnsss, we must receive Christ into our hearis as
Ssviocur, and then we rmst go on maintaining our love for Him until at length
self shall be swellowed up in Him, and our ome absorbing, over-mesiering embition
will be thet we mey manifesi self-sacrifice on our level and within our limited
sphere. '

This is the way io true greatness. It is noi talents that make one great, however
many and brilliant they mey be; it is not knowledze thet gives the highest envichment
tc the mind and 1ife; it is not grest wealth that secures the most lasting pluaces
snd ike grestest honors among men. In none of these things does true greainess
reside. True grestness is found in the use of one's position, one's powers and onels
possessions in the service of God end man. Christ wanis every Christisa to know
that & position in His kingdom is not simply a pisce of honor, but it is an
opporivnity for service. There cannoi be any grestness apart from unselfish

service for others. One can never forget theit last sentence on the toxmb of General
“Gerdon, in St. Paulls Cathedral, which holds the key to his great life: "Who &t

211 times and everywhere gove his strength to the wesk, his substance to the poor,
his sympethy to the suffering, and his heart o God."

there are hesrts that ache and hunger
For o symepthetic word;

There are senses c¢old and paisied
Waiting to be kindly stirred.

Many walk the wey dolorous
Thinking none about them care;

Bezring burdens a&ll too hesavy,
You end I, 28 friends should shsre.

“If we only sensed the hearibresk,
Qr could read the soulls deep need,

We would pause and offer succor,
And the Masberts message hsed:

_ tInasmuch 88 ye to others
. ' in my neme have ministersed,

Ye have likewise on my spirit

Benizons of love conferred.

ftghrouded in the garb of sitrangers,
Argels unawareyou see.
Lige and serve them like s brother.
And in serving them, serve me!
Gh, the joy thet crowns one's labor
When 'tis rendered not for fame.
it when all hes been love-prompied
To the glory of His namel"



