THE GERAT TRIBULATIOR

"Then shell be greet tribulstion, such #e wss not since the beginning of the world to -
this tiwe, no, nor ever shell be. B&nd exeept those deys shall be shortened, there
shoul? mo Plesh be saved; but for the elscbie seke {the elect of Igrsel) those deys
shall be shortened.® Metthew 24121~22.

wind He szid to me, These sre they which came out uf-g?eaﬁ-tﬁihulatiaﬁ, snd heve waghed
their robes, ond mede them white in the blood of the Lewb,” Eevelstion Til4.

Simes Penbecost geints have bad to endure persemubtion. Our lord seid, ¥in this world
ye shell heve tribuletion.® "The servent is not grester then his lord., If they hove
persscuted me they will also persecute you.* Christisns may expect worse persseution
then they hzve yat known. - S

Evervuhere men's hesrts ere felling them for fesy. Yer is the order of the dsy, There
is hepdly = home in the world but whet is sffected in some wey by the world conditions.
Suffering »nd serrow are resching gigentie proportions. Yhers ig there any trece or
evidencs of pezce? Only in the hesrte of God's believing ahildren.,

The future helds nothing bright for the world. Grsst iribulstion with 11 ite terror
swoits it. For the Christisn, hovever, this need hold no fesr. He smey pursue his

" gmily duties ead fuifill his God-given obligetions, ever keeping in mind that before
this unprecedented trisl comes he will be in glory. :

Homentous questions £1i11 the minde of men todey. Hem are ssking "Iz pesce » thing of
the pest, something our forebezrs enjoyed in meagure, but iz withdrewn from us and
from the generstions to come? Must we resign ourselves 4o endure heprdshlipe, sorrous,
and were? 1Is the world beeoming less inviting for its inhsbitents?®

f0areless seems the Grest Avenger;
History's peges but record

One desthegrepple in the Aerkness,
"Pyixt old systems snd the Word,

Truth for ever on the sesffold:
¥rong for ever on the Throne:

But that gesffold sweys the future}

"~ And, behind the dim unkaown,

Stendeth God, uwithin the shadow,
Reeping wateh above His oun.”

In & dey when Joubt of the supernstursl is Jdeepening into gross reterialisw there ls
greet need of reminding surselves fror the Scriptures thet Ln God'e revesled progrem
the most stertling supernstursl events of hietory esre still before us.

 Eepth's devkest hour still lies shead. Democrscy hes hed its most gloricus dy;
dictatership is soming. Even now the netions sre in the proecess of preperstion.
Libertpowill go, end fresdom be no more, It is true thet there will be 2 Hillenium,
hot the Greet Tribulstion must come first. £Amd 1t is with this GEEAT TRIBULATION
shet we ayre now sonesrned, -

The Bible spesks freguently of » period of umusuel and distressing punishments for the
wioked world., This period iz known by several designstions. In Deuteroncmy 4230, it
is knoun as "tribmistion.® Inm Jssish 61:2, it is eslled the "dey of vengesnee® of our
God. In Jeremish 30:7, it is mentioned sg "the time of Jocobls trouvble.” Daniel 12:1
used the phrzse "time of trouble.® In Joel 232 1% is ealled = "day of derkness end of
gloominese, = day of thick dorkness.® Hieeh gells it the Yinmdignetion of the lord.®
(7:9). It is referred to ss "s day of wreth, s dey ef trouble »nd distrese, ¢ dey of
vestefulness and desclstion,” Zephanish 1215, The perticipents of thet dresdful
period esll it the "grest dey of His wreth,% Revelstion 6:17. We hsve become famililery
with the designetion, “THE GRFAT TRIBULATION® sz used in Bavelstion Vild.



1. The Poct of The Grest Tribuletion,

Biles for th@t dey is greet, so thet none is like its it is even the tigs of Jacob's
trouble buﬁ he shall be seved out of it,® Jeremish 3017,

In Ezekiel 20834=-38, it is spohken of ag the time when Isveel shell ¥Pass under the Bod;"
end in 22:19-22, we resd how thet (od ie going to cast Isreel into His "Helting Pot,*
where they srs to be refined £s "gold is refined. ™

Deniel 1231 seye, "There shell be # time of trouble, such 2s rever wes since there wes
» netion even to that eome time: ond at thet time THY PEOPLE (the Jews) skell be
@%liv@r@é every one thet shell be found written in the book.”

Issish 26:20-21 seys, “Come, My people (Jeus), enter thou imte thy chembers, rnd ahut
thy doors sbout thees hide thyself for 2 little mowent, until the indignetion be overe
past, For, behold, the Lord cometh forth out of Hie §1ece te punish the 1nh#bitmnts
of tke earth for th@zr inicuity.” S

#Then shell be grest tribuletion, such se wes not sinee the beginning of the weorld t@
thie time, no, nor ever shslil be. £Arnd except those dsys shell be shoritened, there
ghould no fiesh be seved; but for the elect's sske (the elsct of Tsrsel) theﬁw days .
shell be sharteneé ® Wsithew 24121-22, Hote, it is = ‘timer —- i

1. Definiteiy determined - Fthen.“
Z. Unperslleled in histery.

3. Fever to be repested.

4, Gregiously limited in duration.

 II. The Time ﬁ? The Greet Tribulstion.

It is AFTER the seints heve been aﬁaght.ﬁp or tyansl&%eﬁ end during the reigﬁ of %hm
dntichrist or Horid ﬁxatﬁtar,

¥hile the "Tribulstion Peried® sh&li lzst for shout seven vemrs, &85 to iits severity it
will be divided into two peris of three ond a helf yesrs esch. The second or Jast pert
will be so fer exceeding the First pert in ite awv@rityftﬁwt it will be known 28 RTHE
GREAT Tﬁiﬁﬁlﬁ?ﬁﬁkm_

IIl. The Eetwre OFf The ﬁreaﬁ Tribuletisn,

Phis is best known through the reme most gemerslly givem to 1%, %THE DAY OF THE LORD.Y
This sxpression is uvsed to briag out the fact thet thers has been for meny centuried
eTHE DAY OF MANY or *MAN'S DAY.® Mon hes been lef: much te his own devices. Men hes
been given grest liberty of setion. He hes had plenty of rope. Consequently, he hes
come %o regerd the esrith as hie own snd himself ss its permenent, nllapawar?ni POESEBSOT .
¥sn hes been 1sft to his own devices becsuse this iz "THE DAY OF GRACE.® God has not
interfered much with men's bresen rejection of proffered sslwetlon im the Som of God,
Men hes come to think thet Cod heg no intention or inclinstion to pumieh.

But now 9THE DAY OF THE LOED® looms, e dsy in vhich God will teke = strong hend, .

wThe icfty locks of men shell be brought low, =nd the heughtiness of men shell be
‘bowed Aoun; snd the Lord slone shell be exslied in thet dey., For the day of the lord
of hosts shnll be upon every one thet ie proud snd lefty, &nd upon every one thet is
lifted uvps =n’ he shﬁii be brought low." !Eﬁegsﬁ,? 1112,



w3m
#hnd the loftiness of mepn shall be bowsd down snd the haughtiness of mer shell be hrought
low: oméd the Lord mlons shell be exclted inm thet dsy, Ind the idols He ghall utierly
sbolish, 4nd they ghell go inte ths holes of the rocks, znd into the caves of the esrth,
for fenr of the Lord, snd For the glowy of His mejesty, when He @riseth to shake %errlbiy
the earth.? Iseish 23 1’?-»1?*

"In that day mon shall cast swsy their idels of silver, and their 1dols of gold, which
heve hesn nede Tor them to wership, to the moles and to the bats; to go into the clefis
of the rocks, ond ints the tops of the regged rocks, from before the terror of the Lord,
arnd from the zlory of His msjesty, when Be ariseth mightily the esrth. Cezse ye from
men, whose bresth is in his nostrils; for wherein is he to be sccounted of 7% Jerish
2820=-22, : : : oo

There sre meny vrophetic pletures of this time of suffering on e&ytﬁ. ﬁa sutat ﬁnéing
-cheracteristic of men is his pride. But God is determined to show men his true state.
Vhen man's pride i huebled, defisnce turned io feerr, the poney which has occoupled
sush & lerge plsce in his afTsctions ond vhich hes so often enebied him to czeape
just punishment, iz now discovered %o be worthless, so in disgust =nd despair, he
throuws 3t susy. Seeking refuge lp coves snd wderground plsess, supvosed to be gefe
in time of sarthouskes, ke discovers there is ro plece vhere he con find ssourily =
ro vlace but in thei EEFUSE which he had despised. It iz o s8d plcoture but justiee
hes cought uwp 2t Iret with sin. ' L :

THE GEEAT TRIBULATION will be a bime of umpsrelleled suffering, invelvinz the whole
world, but espeeinlly the Jews, who, h@@ev@r, will be supernstursl 1§‘$?@$$P?ﬁd from
t@t@l ﬁﬁﬁlﬁ¢i\tiﬁﬂu

THE GRE:T ?Rzﬁﬁiﬁmiﬁﬁ will be ushered in by the Antichrist who will brevk his seven
yaur covenant with the Jews in the middle of the seventieth wesk of Deniel, by petting
up the sbominztion of desclation in the Temple snd demending universgel worshin. The
duration of the grest tribpistion will De three snd s helf years, “%mﬁ powsr was given
unto hix 4o continune fartv snd two monthe,” BRevelstion 13:15.. o :

THE GRELT TRIBULATION will be cheracterized byt e

l. Beaeptx&n through mirscles,

. Hnd he doeth grest wonders, so thet he m&keth fire to come down Trow hemve& on
the esrth in the sight of men, and deceiveth then thet dusll on the enrth by the
mesns of those mirscles which he hed power to do in the sight of the bemst.®
Revelstion 13:1%-14, ' :

2. Worship of the h%saﬁ or periyrdom,
"And he had power o give life unte the imege of the beest, thet the imﬂgﬁ of the
beset should both apesk, end ceuse thet as moay se would ﬁ@t worship the image of
- the h&agﬁ ﬁbeniﬁ be klilé@ " Revelstionm 12:15, .

3. The m?rk of the beaszil ss the Gﬁl?‘ﬁ@ﬁ*itlﬁﬁ of trade. -
PEnd he ceuseth 21l, hoth swell snd preat, rich snd poor, free and bww# to repeive
2 merk in thelr r$gﬁt hand, or in their forehesds: end thet no m%a,mlgkt buy-er goll,
. ssve he that hed the nerk, or the nswe of the besst, or the ﬁumﬁer @f hig neme ¥ .
. E&Ve}ﬁ ti{?ﬁ 13& lé’*’z’?t

The Beszon For The drest Tribulistion.

1. The sovereign purpoze of God must be recognized snd ecknovledged by man,
The Bible desls with the Divine purpese of God im varlous direetiong,



- (1) Begerding sin =nd Sstan,
' They nust receive just pun;shmeﬁt st the hends of = just God,
{2) Regrrding His Son.
The second Peslm tells thet God hes set His King urvon the Holy Hill of Zion.

" Thie King exelied b God, wes rvejlected by men, How He mwust relgn over slil the
saprth, with none shove or beﬁ@ﬁtk to dispute Hig swey. He comes into His oun
st leng lsst.

{3) Regerding Isrrel.
Terrel will be brought to the fipsl reslization thzt God slweye keeps His
covensnte, Isreells feith ond allegisnece will be restored, but only after the
most severe trizles which will purge spd purifly here. OChe W&Ll be lifted %o =2
supreme pesition swong the nations —- the pleoe predicted Tor her by the pro-
phets of old, How, with the Hebrew lsngusge Iln common use, they exhibii s
uﬁpnlmifv of purpose and loyalty for which God has long weited,

{4} Regerding the nstions.
The netione heving brought the world inte such 2 sorry sess wust heve thelir
misTule of the centuries supplanted by the righteous rule of the King ef kings.

2. Ban's stubborn perversity wust bs broken.

{1}@&&&%%@fﬁﬁwgm@ﬁ@i&ﬂsﬁm%mmh?&mwm%@wzwmm?mmn&ﬁnm
ddols of mepev, plessure, power, eite., must be proved velveless 2nd useless
in tine of ftrovble,
 {2) The despised Gospel of God's Grace must he honored &nd respected.
. Through the centuries wen have refused te yleld their hesrbs end lives to the
© glorious zospel of the grace of God,
(3 &an must sse tied persacution of God's Chosen People has been & disssirous misteke,
£ man does not chenge his abttitude fowsrd the Jew, he will tha?@%y 2ETH & '

mrem&&aﬁ condemmetion, Genssis 1213,
{&} ¥rn must soknoviedge but one Sovereign, snd thet is n@tdﬁntiaﬁiisﬁ but Ghrist.

Y. The ?@e%@ a Ea The Grest Tribuletion.
1. The humen fectors.
(1} Eﬁr

“Uﬁéiﬂﬁ ?ar thet day is grest, go thet there is none like it: it ie even ths time
£ Jeccb's trouble, but he shell be gaved g gut gf it.® Jevemlieh 317,

(2)'?&@ Hetions,
"For the dsy is near, sven the dey of the Lord iz near; s cloudy dey; it shell

be the time of the nations.” %z@k¢@l 03,

{3) The &p@ﬁtﬁﬁe Qhurares.
Thig ie the profession, lLeodicean Church of revelﬁtxan 3, which the &ﬁr@
condemne and utierly repudistes, "I will spue thes out of my mouth.®

2. The suverhwsn fretors.

{1} God end His Christ,

' These, together with the Hely prrat, constitute the Holy Trinity.

{2} Batan "and His Antichrist. _

' These , together with the Prlse Prophet, constitut the Bril Trinity.

These twe mosh powsrful combinstions in the universe will wege the wost ferrific cone
flict thet hes aver been known., The interplsy of these two during the Great Tribuletion

1%

is the mervelous siory, unperslleled in litersturs, recorded in Regsletion 12¢1.2013.
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The netursl elements. _
Hrture behoeves wnnelturslly. The elewente thet heve been wen's friendly ally seecns
turned from helplng to hwiing znd ef0rightine him, ,

{ i{ Drought end Femine. Josl 1:15-30,
{2} Hasvenly disturbsness. Joel 2:30-31.
{2} Borthquekes. Joel 3:15-186,

The Grestest Wer,
The distress of the Greet Tribuletion will be climaxsd hy the graes*tss‘%; war im
hm%z@g, doel 3i9-i4,

Vi. The Oulcome OF The Grest &mbmtmn,

s

The sbollition of wer,
®ind thee shell best thelr swords inte mm%mz-es, and thely npesrs 1&’%}@ prening-

‘hookst ﬁ@tmn shall not 1ift up sword sgeinet zzﬁtmn, qeitﬁ%ﬁ@r shell they leern we 24

'ﬁizy pore,.” Ismiah 28 ax?. :

2.
Je

This m.h b ’%&a Mt@m@m of m@ GM&*& ?ﬁihﬂa ioh and not befora,

Chrigt will be seclsimed Hing,
“ind He hath on His vesture end on His %h’ggh 8 nEme wri‘%&n KING OF KIRGS, a&?
IOED OF LOBRDE.? ZRevelsiion 19316,

Jerusalem will be freed by her grest deliverer. |

Plud wem shell dwell tﬁw@w@m, end thers shell be po more marse, but Jerusclem shall

dusll safely.” Z&eﬁzﬁrmh EAB i,

Chriot will be Eing over all the serth,

" %lnd the Lord shsll be Eimg over z1l the earths m ‘%Zwt é&y ahall there %:@ ons

lerd, and ?m wene ope.® Zechsrish .&és*’:}.

T% Qﬂ@u“’fiﬂ 53

i.

?s?i}.}. the %ﬁ@ ﬁh‘i}.&r@@ of God Epoaps THE GREAT ?E&B’ﬁf&f o7
The answer is yss. Must we thendifferentiste betwesn the Riribuletion® vhich comes

Cteo Ghristlsns while they sve in the world end the “grest tribulstion® which is sent

by God to the world? Yhe snewer is in the sffipmstive, The tribulstion of Christisns

- comes from their loyelly to Jesus Christ end is thrust vpon them by 2z sntegenisiie

world. The "grest tribulstion" on the other hand is visited upon the world by aa -

Cangey God 8s ¢ Judgeent becsuse of hatred bownrd and rehehian ;gwm % %@‘E.miﬁ His

F’nﬁﬁ.ﬁ'&% T e Jm Lord Jesus ﬁhm%,

' Kt ought to ha« perieetly obvicus that there sre % wer yeptly {:‘? ifferent conditions. -

“The tribulstion of Christisns cowmes from the world te strengther our spiritusl Pibre
#nd keep we in close snd vitel unien with God, ouwr Refuge. The second comes from

God Himself, snd ig #2n exhibition of Divine snger, — & punishment for sin ond

'rehe¢li@ﬁ ageinst the &E,:rig%zty, by the world.

Ag Christizns, we should neot live in dieed beceuse of 2r expected cubpouring of Cod's

2o

wreth, but we should sing for jovy knowing thet His Vord ssys, "Heppy sre sll they
thet put thelr trust in Bis,% Peslm 2110, "Much more then, being now justifisd by
His blood,; shell we be geved fr@m THE WEBATH OF GOD through Him.® Hopsms 5:3%. Ve
ere gafe in Christ. ‘ S

Will &nyone Be Seved During TEE §?ﬂ? TRIBULATION?
The enswer is yes. From Bevelftion 7:9-17 it F’pﬁ%&!"ﬂ thet there will be » gma*&



o

meny ssved Juring thst time, [flse 13:7, The preaching will be done by s saving
remmsnt ovt of Igrsel numbering 144,000,

When faren Pupr was z stadent at Princeton University he wes under convicilon during
& eollepe revivel., He consulted the President of the University rvegarding his
conviction #nd sought sdvice., He ues sdvised to wail until the excltement of the
meeting hed subside’ snd then decide what to do. He took thet advise, and refused
to yisld to the ealresty of the Gospel. %o delsy is not only foolish, but often
fatel, *Behold, nov is the dey of selvetion.® "How shell we escape, if we neglect
go great galvationi® ' ' :



