FEW TESTAMENT BAFTISE

#Then cometh Jesus from Qalilea %o Jorden unio John, to be beptized of him. But John for—
bade him, ssying, I heve mesd o e baptized of thee, and comest thou to me? And Jesus
angvwering said uvnto him, Suflf t %0 be so now: for ihus it becometh us %o fulfil =11
righteousness. Then he suffer I - And Jesus, when he was baptized, went up straight--
way out of the water: and, 16, the neavens were opened unto nim, and he saw the Spirit of
God descending iike & dove, P ligktl Aznd 1o B volce from hesven, saying,
This is my beloved Scn, in whom Eatthew 3:113-17.
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There sre two ordinances in & Hew Tesiament church--bsrtism and the ILord's Supper. They
are church and no% kingdom ordinsnces. They ars symbelic &nd not ‘sscremental. They are
declarative and net procursiive. They are symbsls picturing the grest doectrines of salva-
tion and not sacraments securing sslvation. They sre to be adminisitersd on the authority
of & Wew Tsstament church., Their divine purposs ia to express vividly the fundsmental facis
of the gospel and confirm themn to the believers. These two ordinsnces were givean to the
chvrch by the Lord Jesuz Christ for the purpose of ksspings before ths worid ithé great facis
of the deesth, burisl =nd resvrrsciion of Christ, u.d =8 witnesses to the death o gin and
the restrreciion %0 a new life of those in Christ. Of ths two ordinamnces which Ghrlst Ot
manded His church to observe until He retnrns,_%p?ti5ﬁ comes first, -

I. What Is The Meaning Of Paptism?

Bapbism is not found in the 4id festament. Veither is it e substitute for anything in
~ the {014 Testement. There is nothing like Depiiss s pogan religion. There is ne
tesching on the subiect until the besginping of the Christisn ers. '

I trust that 211 are awere that the Wew Testement was written in the Greek language.

The word bartizs, which is used in the Greek Hew Testament,means to dip, to plunge, or
to immerse. O(ne 40es hot hsve Lo be a Sreei scholar to kaow thet much. No relisble
Greek lexicon gives any other mesning for Levtizo than dip or immersé. No instance
has ever been found in =ny CGreek writing whers %&%t zo means Sprinkie or pour; it al-
ways means dip or immerse. The word which mesnd 0 immerse never means Ho wour or
sprinkie. The word whkich mesns %o pour never mesns 4o immerse or to sprinkle. The
word meaning %o sprimkie never means o immerss or to pour. In the Greek languags
neither of these words is over confused with snother in its mesning or application.

I assume that you kaow that the Xing James version of the Bible appesred in 1611, when
King Jemes was head of the church of England. The King James version is the work of
scholars in the church of Zngland. These scholers wers members of a church thai prac—
ticed sprinkling. It would heve been embarressing to them end to their church to have
translated the word beptigec. 30, when they ceme to the word, baptizo, they agreed
that they would not tramslate it, but simply trznsliterate or Anglicize i%. This thsy
did by the change of the letter ol into We¥, or by carrying the word out of one lan-
guage into snother. They were not willing %o let the Bible say what God had said in
it. Ead they éarea translaie the word Ybapitizo¥, they would have besen compslled to
translste it Yimmerss® ox #diph. '

Grest violence is done to the Gresk langusge by any person who atiempte to represent
baptism a8 being anything except immersion.

Lo the mesning of baptism, let me give you the testimony of only those who are not
ptists.

As
Ea;
On pege 317 of "Faith of Our Fathers' by Cardinal Gitbons, = Romen Catholic, we read:



"For seversl centuries after the esteblishment of Chribtianity,ﬁaﬁtism
was usually conferred by immersion; but since the twelfth century, the
przctice of baptism by infusion has prevailed in the Catholic Church,

25 this msnner is attained with less inconvenisnce then by izmersion.®

Brenner, another Romen Catholic ssid:
fPor thirtesn hundrsd years boptism wes an immersion in water.®

John yesley, & great Methodist, in commenting on Romans &6:4 in hls Explsonaetory Noites
wpon the ¥ew Testsment, page 376, said:

"¥e are buried with him-slludine to the ancient memner of baptism by
immersion.® .

Gearge Whitefield, snothsr Methodist, said:

"1% is certsin that the words of our text (Eﬂmans 6 i} is an illusion
te the mannsr of baptism by immersion.”

In his Commentary om Mark, B, P. Gould, an Zpiscopalisn, said:

ifhe preposition here coincides with the proper meaning of the verb,
indicating thst the form of the rite wasg immersion in the stream.®

Dean Stanisy, sn Episcopalian, said:

"For the first thirteen centuries the slmost universal practice of
beptism was thei of which we read in the FNew Testement and which is the
very mesning of the word baptize, that thoss who were bapitized wers
plunged, subnerged, immersed into the water. The chenge from immer—
sien to sprinkling has set aside the larger part of the apoestolic lan-
guage regerding bsptism end has sltered the very meaning of the word.®

Martin Iuther, the founder of the Lutheran Church said

"Bsptism is that dipping into water, since it tekes iis-name from the
Greek, tc baptize, sisnifying to dip, end bepilsm is a dipping. Rap~
tism regquires twe things--death and resurrection. I could wish thet
the bapiized should he totally immerssd, accerding to the meaning of
the word, and the signification of the mystery; not that I think it
necessery to do so, Tut that go complete snd perfect a thing e bep-
tism should alsc te completely and perfectly expressed by the sign.V
Yol. 6, pp. 218-219, VYHistory of Christian Church® by Fhilip Schaff.

Dr. Thilip Schaff, greei historian (Iumthersn), said:

"Imnersion, &nd not sprinklirg, was unguesiionably the original nor-

mel form {(of bapitism)}. This is shown by the mesning of the Greek work
and the snaiogy of the btapiism of John, which was performed in Jordan."
“"History of the Apostolic Church, page S68. -

In his Institubes of the Christian Heligion, John Calvin, the gresi Presbyierian, said:

#Thet the baptism of John was by plunging the body seems to appear from
the things that are relsted of him: namely, that he beptized in Jorden,
that he baptized in Lenon becsuse thers was pmuch water there.!



I1.

- 3 -

¥hen these grsat men, 10 whose initeresi it was 3o fing sprinkling or pouring in the
New Testament, admit thet it could not be found there, the admission is convinCing
evidence of the truth of immersion,

Paptism is the Immersion in water of s believer in Christ upon & profession of faith
in Eim o8 Saviour and Lord.

¥hy Wes The Lord Jesus Fepiized?

The btaptism of our blessed Lord is described in five pessages: HMatthew 3:13-17, Hark
139-11, Imwke 3:21-22, Romens 6:3-5, Colossimns 2:12. As certainly as anything ever
took place, Jesus Christ wes immersed in the Jordsn Ziver by John the Eaptisst,

Cur Szviour left the scenes of His childhood s=nd youth, and travelled, donbtlsasz alone,
the long journey from Nazsreth to Jordan. Vher He asked John the Beptistoto baptise

Hin, he shrenk from sdministering the ordinance. He feli his wversonsl unworthiness to
do so. He protestsd seying, "I have need to be baptized of thee, and comest Thou to

me?? Jokn the Reptist objected becsuse of all thet is implied in beptism. The ordin-
ance of beptisa implies reyentence-—2 renuncistion of en 0ld life whick the beptized
rerson condemns, and of which he is ashemed. It alsc irplies an entrance uwpon zn entire-
1y new life. ' ‘

Johm's bartism was tnio repentance. The veople were baptired confessiong their sins,

but baptism could not have sny such significance to Christ. HNe did not heve eny eins

te confess, end deeds of guilt for which fo revent. He did not heve any evil 1ife fo
rensvnce. ¥o thought even verging on $in ever originsted or was harbored in Fis soul.
He knew no gin. )

To the cobjesction of John the Paptist Christ Jesus mede the following reply: YSuffer
it to be so pow: For thue it becomsth us to fulfill sl righteousness." How geantle
those words § Permit it at this iime, at this period of My ministry ) Permit it "now¥
a2t the threshold of My public ministry! YThus—-in this meneer--in this pilecture of
subjection, death, burial snd resurrection--%it becometh us to fulfill all righteous-
ness.® All righteocusness wes what the moral lew demended. All righteousness was what
the sipner needed. A1I rightcousness wes whei Christ ceme to fulfill. To bring an
everizsting righteoysness wss His mission $0 earth. Put how wes this righteousness to
be fulfilled? It wes by His demth, burial end resurrection. ‘

In what way, then, could His baptism fulfill 213 righteousness? In His baptism He could
show now He would fulfill it in His desth. At the beginning of His public ministry,

23 Ho entered upon that pasthway which must end in sscrificial death, He could show how
He wes goling %o frlfill all thet righteousness which Godls lsw demands, 2ll that right-
sousness which condemned sinners need, and &1l thsi rishieousnsss which will entitle to
endiess citizenship in the reelme of purity and glory. When He was baptized at the
bteginning of His ministry, He showed in figure what He would do at the close of that
ministry in fact, In His baptism was the forgi-—Ee was buried as desd. In the end there
was the reality--He was buried, being dead. In His baptism He rose from the emblemstic
grave. In His resurrsction He rose from the dead. - Phe weves that flowsd over Wis head
in the Jordan River pictured the waves of sorrow and blood which rolled over that some
blessed head on Calvery. His baptism showed how He would work out an everlasting righte

~ eousness for all who believe by dying, by beins buried, and by rising from the grave.

Thet is the mesning of His sublime words. . Therefore, Jesus Christ was baptized or sib-
merged in Jorden to show forth His death, His bturisl end His resurrection. Beptisn is
God s chogen symbel of the most wonderful fact in &il the universe. Fis obedisnt chil-
drern are baptized for the same objsct thet Christ Jesus was, nemely, ¢ picture His
atoning work. 9o change the ordinance is to destroy its meaning. Anything which does
not poriray the death, burizl and resurrecticn 0f Christ is not beptism. Beriptural
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vaptisn symbolizes the desth, burisl and resurrection of Christ. This beautiful or—
dinance stealfastly keeps before people the fact of the vicarious snd substivutionary
sacrifice of Christ.

Christis beptism was intended to be for all times the example arnd pattern of those who
should become members of His churches. His baptise hed four chezracteristics:

When

He was baptized a8 Godts child.

"hie is My beloved Son in Whom I am well pleased.f

He was baptized by Godts man.

IThere was 2 man sent from God.t®

He was bspiized in CGod's way.

WAnd Jesus, when He wss beptized, went up straighway out of the water.®

iAnd straightway coming up out of the watsr, He saw the heavens opened, and the
Spirit like s dove descending uwpon Eim."

He was bapiized for Oodlis purposs.

"Thyus it becometh us to fulfill 211 righteousness.®™ #Thus? mesns in this manner.
IFf one loves Christ s¢ he should, he will not refuse or hesitste to obey Him.

Jesus was beptized, it was God's child being baptized, God's man doing the bsp~

tizing, God's method by which it was donse, and God's purpose for which it was done.



