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Personal history occupies a large place in the Gospels. There is no bebtier
way of presenting the essential truths than by showing their effect upon a
human 1ife. Perhaps there iz no better way of presenting the gospel of
Christ than by tellimg whali the Savicour did for one whe put his trust in Him.

God's Word has a marvelous way of summarizing a2 whole life in a sentence.
The scripbural bilographies of many prominent people are strikingly and extra-
ordinarily brief. Such is the one of Levi, who is bhetter kanown as Matthew,

I. His Character. . ' -
Y

1, He was a publican. h
In recording the names of the apostles he called himself a publican.
This title was the name given to an employee of low degree, whose
duty it was teo collect the tribute money. Rome had conguered the
Jewish naticn and had exercised the privilege of making the conguered
centribute to the cost of keeping themselves under the yoke. The
buginess of cellecting revenue was let to the highest bidder, who
was then allowed to use his own method of collecting the money. It
wags ceonsidered that his duty was done when he paid a certain lump
sum inteo the Roman excheguer, and all abeve that amount which he re-
ceived from the populace he was allowed to keen, Such a system '
naturally provided ample oppertunities For graft.

Ne Jew could become a publican without surrendering svery claim to
moral imtegrily. Nebeody conld hold that poszitien very long without
incurring the wrath of former friends and neighbors. He was despised
and scorned as a btraiter, and hated and feared as an extoriisaer,

The very profession was an exceedingly disremntable one., The fact
that 2 man was a pablican barred hilm from fellowship with respectable
and reputable people, He was locked upon as a social outcast and was
commonly ranked with the vicious and eriminal.

2. He was a lever of money.
He rejoiced when he gsaw the shine of momey. Te gain it brought joy
o him. What he wanted most of all was momney. What he loved most
of all was money. What he worked For most of all was money. He

was successful isn making money.
I¥. His Call.

For some time the Lord Jesus had been making His home in Capernaum.
There le preached, taught and healed. guite likely Levi had heard Him.
If he had not heard Him personally, certainly he had heard of His fanme
witich had spread rapidly.

Cne morning Christ left the house where He had been staying and started
through the town toward the shore of the lake. As He passed through the
official quarter, He saw Levi at his post at the receipt of custom.

With a keeness far beyond that of microscopic scrutiny, the Lord Jesus
iocked upon him whom the peocple despised. He was attracted to him and
loved him. IHe recoganized his gifts and coveted them for Himself and
for thé&imgdsm of God.
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Christ saw in him the one who would become the writer of the Gospel
accordiang te Matthew. As one sees the oak in an acorn, the river in
the rill, a conflagratien in 3 match, a statuwe in cold marble and a
tree in a sprout, so Christ saw tremendous p@ssibi*ities';n Levi., So,
to this despised publican Christ addressed perhaps the first courteous
words that he had heard in many days and simply said, "Follow me.®
Included in this appeal "Follow me® were these thou gutb also: "Transfer
your business 2bility to Me and to My work, Put your ceurage on My
side. Put your splendid independence to work Ffor Me. Make vour majestic
will cobedient to My will. Favor Me with your faculties of imagination.
Turn over te Me yons tenachqy, Transfer your vision, your common sSense
and your diserimination te My side.® Yet, Christ Jdid nothing but simply
bid Levi to follow Him. He never used any persuasion. He dlﬁ not offer
any inducement or make any promise. But, there was net any hesitation
on Lhe part of the publican. His respgonse was instant., He just got

up and followed Chrisi.
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Our Lord knew exactly what was in him, all his wesknesses and sins. He
also saw infinite poessibilitiesin hxm, whom others had glven up in
despair and disgust. This dncident shows us that Christ iz on the

ut for big, high-talented men and women. He looks for those of
piined gifts and powers of mighty achievement, Surely Christ will
£y the meager gift, bul He certainly will not ignore the larger
one. He wants the supert gifts as well as the slender sndownents. He
covebts all of our talents for His cause,
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¢ answer the call of unrﬂsbj regardless of the
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It was not easy fer him
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charm of Uhe Master for men, It meant the loss of wealth, and the
abandeonment of a lucrative pesition, It demanded a clean bresk with
all the past He could not ﬁwgaqzenaily siip away from Christ and

regume his $eat at the piace where he had ecix@ctea taxes. So far we
by

we know, he had ne other means of livelihood. Christ himuylf Was an
tinerant teacher withoult an incone, ”0 far as money was concerned,
He had nething to offer Levi, To follew Christ meant for him to sur

render the certainty and cemforts of h1 worldly calling for he_uﬁm

certainties of the Christbian minéﬁtry. e&#ﬁ?ﬁﬂelﬁqgs withount a momentts
hesitation, Levi arose, left a__, forsook his business and literally
followed Christ. In going so he began 2 new life, He stepped out of
his toll-booth of hondage inte liberty, peace and joy. For him it was
the birth hour of ﬂelight, joy and hope, It was the greatest hour that

he had ever known,

IIY. His fonduct,

1, He gave Christ the nlace of honor in his home,
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Wweﬁ Christ suddenly commanded him to follow Him he roge np and
kept on following ‘Hie had come to know Christ and wanbted Lo
do semething to show that love. He had an elegant home and ampl
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resources to make possible an aliogether delightful social cccasion,
such as a banguet. But he did nol have any socisl standing. Never-
theiess; he dnvited Christ to his bome and gave Him the place of
homor in it. In many homes today Christ has no place. Since thers
is never a conversatiom in them about Christ, He would not be com-
fortable in them. Would He fesl comfortable in your heme? Christ
accepted the dnvitation of Matihew because He wanted to sncourage
and help hinm.
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2. He introduced Christ fo his friends.

Having made Matthew a c? ea honest, nprighi,
God-honoring and Christ-loving man, he began ©
Saviocur and Lord., BSe real was his sense of ob 5
was his Jjoy, that he sought cccasicen Lo make Chri own te hi; _

friends, Knowing from expewweﬁc@ how amhappy they &, and wanting
them to know his Savicur, he invited them %o his house to mest Chrisi.
He wanted them to know what had come inbo his 1ife through the miracl@
of regeneration. He wanted to inbtroduce them to Him Whe zould giv
men power Lo hate what they once loved amd to love whal they once
hated.
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3. He enthroned Christ as the Lord of hi i
Habthew?!s mind was mastered and his tho ghbs were different. After
that day he lost his love for momney in his love for the Master., He
learned what a fool he had Le n in making money at the cost of chara-
cter, honor and friemdship. From Chrigt he learmed that the love of
money can. dry up the tendersst sentiments, bresk down the highest
moral S%&ﬁna?ds, sbifle the noblsest %mpulq@s ang warp the fairest
Judgments.
Many publicans and sinners, old friends of Matthew, some of whom may have
iwaaéy become followers of Christ, attended the feast te which he had in-
vited them. They all sat at meat with Christ and His disciples, Matthew'!s
heart must have leaped with j@y ag he witnesazed the realization of his dream.
Christ sat at the feast with these men, without any semblance of the attitude
of patronage or conteampt.

Cthers were present at the Feast also, but not as guests, As observers of
the scribes and Pharisees who stood outside the house of Matthew, lest thelr
pious selves he contaminated by the unorthedox diners, charged Christ with
cuitivating a $P$eﬁ@$u1§ with publicans and sinners, which they considered
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te be very defiling.

A Pharisee, whether scribe or not, would not enter into the house of a
publican, or recline at a table with one of anether nation. Put, he dlé
not hesitalte te stand without, watch and criticize. When the Oﬁes whe had
gatherad at the house of Matthew saw Christ recliniang at the table with
that dssemﬁly of publicans and sinners, they made the sneering observation:
"How is it thalt he eateth and drinketh with publicans and siﬂﬁ@rs?“ To
them it was conclusive evidence of Hisg lack of discermment and holiness.

Christ elected to answer the guestion Himself. In justification of His
conduct He used Lwo 1&1WS‘P3@¢GQS3 one of which was a proberb and the

other was the application of it to the matfer in hand. He made the signifi-
cant statement, "They Lthat are whole have ne need of the physician, but

they that are sick: I came mclt to c¢all the pighteous, but siaoners to re-
pentance.® He thus explained and vindicated His conduct, and defimed His
earthly mission. A phyvsicien goes te a sick room eor hespital, nol because
he likes disease or delights in the companionship of invalids and su“?e?%rS,
but because bhe wishes to relieve and to cure; sc Christ companied with sin-
ners, not because He esunteﬁamced @in or enjoyved Lhe @@ciety of the depraved,
but hGC"Wse, as & anealer of souls, He was willing to go where He was needed
most and ¢o work where the ravages of sin were the wayste - He came into the
world te save sinners,
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When Christ said that not th *ealthyﬁ but the sick, need a physician, He
d4id pot dimply that these scr¢%em and TFharisees were gpiritualiy healthy;
nor that they were righlteous; but He did mean to convey that as they assumed
%ea‘th and righteousness in themselves, Lthey were oubgide the scope of His

kill and £all., That is still true. We should never think of ocurselves so
zs to excliude ocur need of Christ. Hone ars so sick as the diseassed who
think themselves well, and none are such ginners as the sinful who think
themselves holy.
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wrist¥s words must have brought te the guse
£ he religious lesaders had shonned t&em, despis
made them believe that their God cared as little for t“em, or 1@?9@
et noe mere. Here in their midst was One whose pure face and spirit
rebuked their sins, but whose presence and words expressed a divine sy-
mpathy and declared that sinners were the special objects of Hig affection
and His saviang power.
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