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Mark 1h:3-9

The well-crdered home of Mary, Martha and Lazarus in the little town
of Bethany was much to the liking of Christ., It was a home of true
faMily_LOVQ and one in which Christ was a welcome and frequenb guest.
There He always found relaxation and encouragement, :

Un Tuesday before the Lord Jesus Christ was put to death on Friday

went out to Bethany Lo spend the night in the home of His three Triends.
That evening a feast was given in His honcer in the house of Simon,

whom Christ hsed previously healed of leprosy. Our Lord was invitsd

to this feast because He was loved and His prssence was desired.

This dinner paruy was given In His honor out of grateful love for whatb
He had done for Simon in cleansing him of his leprosy.

Among those present at this dinner party were our Lord's disciples and
close friends. Une whose presence must have added much to the warmth
and jloy of this occcasion was hard-working Martha., Even though it was
not in her home, Martha was in charge of the dinner and was doing the
serving, which was the very kind of Lnﬁrg she enjoyed. Instesd of
sending to derusalem for a caterer, Simon had wisely secured ?cruna, his
G £O ood friend and also the devoted friend of Christ to render thi
servics, So, she was dolng what she enjoysd and could do the he
Ancther who was present was Lazarus whem Christ had railsed freo
dead a short while befors. Lazarus was filled with awe and gr.thuude
for his hav1ﬂg besn loosed from the bonds of death at the comrand of

Christ.

Present also on this memorable occasion was Mary, the sister of Martha
and Lazarus. MNMary had been very close to Christ., Often and intimately
she had talked with Him in her home. HMary had sat at Christts feet
erd hed heard His words of grace and truth which had meant so much to
her. Christ had been with her in the deepest sorrow of her life, the

death of her only brother; and, marvelous %o say, He had raised Lazarus
from the dead and had restored him to his place in the Bethany howe,
Trere was such & warmbh of gratitude and love in Mary's heart thet she
that she never could do anything for the Lord that woold express
adequately her heart-felt gratitude for all His goodness and kindness
to her. Having been told that her Lord would be put to death, her
kesn intuition convineced her that this was the last ownortuﬁwty she
would have to express her great love for dim,

Mery possessed an alabaster box of ointment of spikenard which was one
pound in welght and very expensive in cost, Whether she had procured
it from a merchant or it had been bequeathed to her we do not know.
Wnether she had treasured i1t for a longer or shorter time we cannot
gay. 1t may have been very preclous to her for sentimental reasons as
well as very costly in terms of purchase. At any rate, there were
four choices open to Mary In her use of it. TFirst, she could have
used it entirely on herself, This is exactly what many do with the
alabaster boxes of thelr hearts and lives. Second, she could have
poured it on some loved one or loved ones other than Christ. Third,
she could have distributed 1t between hersell and some other or others,
either ineluding or excluding Christ as a part-sharer. Fourth, she
could devote it exclusively to her Lord, which was what she actually
did,



Wnile the meal progressed, Mary, not fearing what anybody would think
or say, resorted to a device of her own planning to pay grateful homage
to Christ., Disregarding the custom of her day that a woman should
not enter a room where men were feasting except for the purpose of
serving, Mary went into the pressnce of Christ, Who with the othears
was reclining at the table, and broke the seal of the alabaster box
of precious ointment of spikenard and poured its contents on Chrisgt's
head and feest. Instead of trusting this unusual deed to somebody
elase Mary did it herself, Since Martha was serving at the feast,
Mary could have reguested her to anoint the Lord Jesus., Lazarus was
at the table and would have been delighted te ancint Christ for Mary,
But, this noble deed was so personal and sacred that she could not
trust others to do it for her. She did it with her own hands.

Why did Mary do what she did for Christ Jesus? ihen she thus anointed
her Lord she was not sseking to win the applause of the crowd. She
was not striving for fame. She was not selfishly struggling to have
herself remembered. Why then did she do it? There were various
motives behind Mary's lovely impulse and noble deed.

1. There was reverence.
in her case there was no mere sentimental adoration of an idol.
In His sublime manhood she had recognized incarnste Godhead. There-
fore, she felt that she must worship Him. When she poured out that
ointment on His head and feet it was to honor Him personally.. Every
drop of 1t was used out of reverence for His personality.. &

2. There was gratitude.
Mary was grateful to Christ beyond words bto express for the resto-
ratlon of her brother to life. There was no formal law regulring
her to do what she did. She was not urged by any outward force to
do it., Her action was spontaneous.

3. There was faith.
Mary had faith in Christ the Son of God as her Saviour and Lord,
Her action was thoroughly original and winsomely individual,

There was love, '

This was the strongest motive of all. Perhaps this ointment was

the most -valuable thing Mary had in worldly possessions. It was
very costly, but she freely poured it out. Love delighted to
lavish the best it could command upon the cobjesct of its affection,
Piety is sssentlially generous and love iIs self-sacrificing, Mary
did not stop to count the cost of what she was doing. She loved
ner Lord and her anointing of Him was sn expressicn of her love for
Him. It was a self-denying and sacrificial zct. She did it wi thout
any talking about it either before or after.

It is not hard for us to do things for those whom we really love,
Mary did it for Christ. What shall we say of our failure to do
things for Him? Can we expsct the world to think that we love Hinm
wnen we do so 1ittle for Him?

Certain traits were exemplified by Mary which illustrabs all true
dedication to Christ. Lip-service was not snough; she must give,
he cheap was not enoughs she must give the costly. A part was not

enoughs; she must give all. The unbroken was not enough; it nmust be

outpoured.
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Fhat were the effects of what Mary did for Christ? As the fragrant
odor of the perfume fillad the dining room there was astonishment

and indignation on the part of the disciplss, The general fesling
among them wss That what she did was not In good tasite, Murmurs of
surprise and expressions of criticism were voliced by them. There were
far more frowns than smiles, far more criticism than praise; and far
more indignation than approval. However, the fault lay with those

who complained about her gracious deed and not with Mary.

Judas did not have the slightest admiration for Mary's deed. He
rather regarded 1t as an act of senssless extravagance, To him it
was so much money thrown -away; three hundred pence squandered for
nothing. Judas, who meant every werd of what he sald, and the
disciples who, perhaps houvhtlessly chimed in with him, thought they
were far superlor to Mary in business sense, but were rsally inferior
to her in dedication to Christ,

In the eyes of the critics two things were wrong with Mary's gift.
They said it was too costly for the use to which it was put and not
charitable encough in the use which was made of it. In olfher words,
it was too costly to be used for Christ and too costly not to be
used for the poor. They simply branded it as an act of reckless ex-
travagance and fantastic devotion, However, 1t should be remembered
that nothing is wasted if 1t is done for Christ.

To Judas Mary's deed was reprehensible but to Christ it was beautiful.
Upon hearing the harsh and unkind criticism of Mary, our Lord guickly
defended her. Her service was criticized by men but praised by the
Lord. She satisfied her Lord and that was enough. He commanded her
critics to let her alone. He added that she had wrought a good work
upon Him and that she had done the best that she could for Him. Thus
He taught that one should be very careful about interfering with those
who are serving Christ,

Christ's statement of appreciastion, "She hath done what she could,’
compensated Mary for all the loss, all the humiliation and all the.
criticism which her deed called forth. What a peace came to Mary's
mind when her act of worship was accepted with the assurance that

her motives were understood and that her unigue expression of devotion
fitted in so perfectly with the emotions that were in His heart in
view of all that He was to suffer in the immediate future. Her deed
was memorable because it was prompted by love for Him. That broken
box of spikenard exhaled a fragrance that sweetened the last days of
His earthly life. Her high appreciation of Him encouraged Him greatly.

Nowhere do we find such strong praises bestowed on any person, Who

is mentioned in the Gospels, as Mary received from the lips of Chrizt.
No stronger word of eommendatlon could have been used than "She hath
done what she could."” Very few really deserve to have it said of them
that they have done all that 1t was possible for them to do. Capacliy
is the measure of obligetion. Beyond a doubt, Mary would have done
more for Christ if she could have done so. By His very admission,

her love was greater than her ability to express it. She did not try
to do what somebody else could do, but oniy what she could do., That
was all that Christ expected of her and it 1s all that He expects of
any of us. Our Master will never ask us what we have done with what
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somebody else had, but He will call us to account for what we have
done with what we have had. Ivery one of us must give an sccount of
himself to God.

¥nat else did Christ say? He stated that Mary would be resmembered
for whaet she had done. The ministry of Mary was & memorialized one
that will never die because it is tied to the gospel of Christ and
mekes her a partner with Him. She has been dead for cenburies bui
her desd still lives to emphasize the death of Christ and ths anoint-
ing of His body for death until it shall rise from the grave and be
the pattern of the resurrecited bodies of all the rsdeemed,

The odor that filled the house that day was soon dissipsated, but

Mary's deed is fragrant forever. 'Wherescever this gospel shall be
v ‘ g St

preached throughout the whole world, this also that she hath done
shall be spoken of Tfor a memorizl of her." It was an immortal desd.

Christ ordained that 1t shouwld be spoken of forever ss a memorisl of
Mary and an example to all who should come after her. '

As Mary of Bethany gave her best for Christ, so should we give our
very best for Him. OChrist deserves the best of everything--the best
hours of the day, the best years of our lives, the best words we can
speak, the best songs we can sing, the best sermons we can preach and
the hest deeds we can do for Him, because He gave His beat for us.

If we will give Him our very best, we will certalnly receive His ap-
vreciation and win His commendation. We, too, will be remembered for
what we have done. It must have brought much joy to the heart of
Mary when Christ told her that she would never be forgotten, and

that the memory of her noble deed would lest as long as the gospsel

of Christ. May God give us the love Mary had for her Lord and hselp
us to show that love by doing what we can and all that we can for
Him.



