THE RESURRECTION OF CONSCIERCE

"But when Herod heard thereof, he ssid, It is John, whom I beheaded: he is
risen from the dead." Mark 6:16.

Of all the Herods known to history the one with whem students of the FNew Testoment
are best acguainted is Herod Antipas. He was the second son of Herod the Great and
Malthace of Ssmaria, one of his ten wives. The falher was the one who sought the
destruction of the infant Saviour and slaughtered the children at Bethlehem. In

. the second of his father's wills Herod Antipss had been designated his sole sue-
cessor, with the title of King, but in the last will he was %o receive only Galilee
and Perea with the title of Tetrarch. He contested this last will of Herod the
Great, but Augustus sustained the will, and Archelaus was given his chance Judea.

Hereod Antipas first merried a daughter of Aretas, king of the Nabataeans. This
marriage secured peace between his country and the neighboring country ef Arsbis.,
It pleased the Buperor at Rome, and, so far as we know, it gave Herod a happy
home,.

In the meantime he visited Rome, where his brother Philip was living. While a
guest in his home Herod Antipas seduced Hercdias and persuaded her to leave her
husband and tc go with him. She agreed to leave Philip, though she had a2 daughter,
Salome, on condition Antipas get rid of his own wife. When the latier heard that
her husbend had actuslly asgreed te this dastardly proposasl, she fled for refuge to
her father, King Aretas. After her dep rture, Herod Antipes msrried Herodias. Tt
Was as soTry & mess as besmirches marriage today in meny cases. Each divorced the
husband or wife in order to marry. Besides they were close kln, uwncle and niece,
and strociows thing in itself frem the Jewish stendpoint. This flagrant conduet on
their part ocutraged the best Jewish public sentiment.

Puring the ministry of John the Baptist there wes still much indignant talk about
it, It is not surprising thst, when Herod learned of the proximity of Johm the
Beptist to his palace, he sent for him, provided for him a place in which to preach,
went often to heasr him, heard him gladly, and did meny things which John advised
him to do. Perheps it wss because of his burdened conscience and uneasy spirit that
he sowght the companionship of so unlikely a court preacher as Johms-

John the Baptist did not endorse the sinful practices of the king. He did not
hesitate to condemn sdultery, and te reprove Antipas for teking his brother's wife,
and for all the other evil things which he had done. He szid, "It is not lawful
for thee to have ihy brother's wife." Thus he boldly rebuked the royal hearer and
denounced him for the continued commissicn of adultery and incest. John not only
declared the connection with Herodias to be eriminal, but he ealled wpon him to put
her awsy, since the laws of God and of man forbade their living together.

Hered Antipas was displeased with John for his plain preaching, and Herodias was
deeply offended and highly indignant. Reproofs are seldom well received. Most
people will rise with anger sgainst amy person who is so much their friend as to
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tell them of their faults. As one might expect, Herod's officers were immediately
comnissioned to bind John the Baptist and to cast him into omne of the dungeons. The
rezl feeling of Herod towerd John is not easy to understand. Matthew tells us tha &
he wanted to put him to death, but feared the mmltitude that comnted him as a prophet.
Merk tells us that he feared Johm, knowing that he was a righiecus man, and thai

be kept him in prisen and listened to him or other occagions. So, it seems that
Herod knew that Johr was right and was deeply impressed by his messages in the prison;
alsc, he resented his plainm bold denunciation of Herodias and himself, These moods
of rage were largely due to the constant prodding of Herodias, who had it in for

John and desired to kill him, bubt could not. She was a desperate woman and was deter-
mined to get vengeance on this preacher who had dared to denounce her sins. Prob-
ably she thought that through the preacher's admonitions she might loge her imfluence
and be sent back to her former husband. She therefore urged the king, not merely

to imprisen but te kill him in order that they might nec lenger be troubled with

him. Herod refused tec yield to her demand, knowing that Johe was a righteous man.

No doubt Herod knew that the God whose cause a man pleads will avenge any injury

to him, The prisoner was not afraid of the kipg. Uhat has anybedy to fear who is

on Godtls side? Those who are with him possess a never-failing scurce of confidence
and joy, and exult ir defiance of their opponents, even though tortures are pre-
pared for their destruetion.

There czme a dzy when Herod had a grest blrthday party to which his "ords, and the
high captains, and the chief men of Gelilee®” were invited. It was an oceasion after
Herod's oun heart. He loved ths display of it, the sense of imporiance it gave him,
and the opportunity of seif-indulgencs. It was a2 royal feast, with plenty of
royal entertainment--serobats, elowns, jugglers, dancers and singers. Bui the

most thrilling feature of the feast wss reserved for the last. At one emd of the
palsce the curtains opemed, and out stepped the beantiful Saleme, the deughter of -
Herodian, She came before the king's seat at the banqueting table, bowed before
him and them, arrsyed in her filmy robe, begsn te dance, whirling about faster and
fagster. At length $he damce ceme to a climsx as Seleme wheeled in front of Herod
and flung her bejeweled arms into ike air. The palace rang with the approving shouts
of the lords and nobles es they aspplanded and pounded on bhe tzble in their delight.
When the apolause had subsided, tipsy from the wine consumed, Hercd leaned over
toward Salome and said, “Salome, thaet was wopderful! The best I have ever seen!l
ksk what thou wilt, and I will give it to thee, even teo the half of my kingdom!

S8alome went out to consult her mother as te the thing for which she should ask.
Herodias seized the opportunity to execute the vengeance that she had been wsiting
for, and she s2id, "Ask for the head of John the Baptist.™ The light of expectation
faded from the face of Salome zs she gaid, "No, mot that, mother. That would-

rot please me., I want--," '

"No matiter whai youm want, Saldme ! It is not what you want but what I want; and
what I want is the head of John the Baptistl®

The bum of conversation ceased and the curtain parted again and Sslome came in and
took her stand before the king. Everyone was eager and curious to know what she

wag geing to ask. Bending toward her Herod seid, '"Well, Salome, what ig it? What
are yon going to ask? "Give fieithe head of John the Baptiet in a charger ¥ wWhen

.Berod heard that, his feace inflamed with the wine, blenched, and the goblet shook
in his hand, "Nojy not that, girl! Fot the head of Join, that rizshteous men i
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Agk anything else, or the head of anyone else; but not the head of thn that
man of God I®

But when Herod saidAthat, the nobles and lords began to remind him of his promise.
One said, "Herod, don't go back on your word. Remember that you promised to give
the girl anything that she asked,”

Now come ome of those great sentences that only the Bible can utter: "And the
king was sorry.“ "The king was exceedingly sorry for his extreme rashness. The
kipg within man's conselence, his better =elf, is alwsys sorry when he is about to
yield to temptation., That is the deepest sorrow of all, the sorrow of the king
withing us. The knowiedge of good,the reverence for good mourns over the ev11
within us.

Bercd was horrified at perpetrating the atrocicus deed, but rather then antsgenize
Herodias by a refusal, he consented to the request., Swmmoning am officer of the
guard, he commanded him to go and sever the head of John the Baptist from his body
and to return with it in a charger. ‘

Down in his dungeon the lorely John heard the tread of the officer znd the two
soldiers coming down the winding stone steps into the dungeon and into his cell,
Then he heard the scwmd of the irom key as it was thrust into the doecr. Johm .
though to himself, "Herod is sending for me arain to preach another sermon to.
him. What shell I choose for my text this time?"

Yes, Johm, you are going to presch enother sermon to Hered; but this will be your
last and your greatest sermon, a sexmon the accenis of which will eche Torever and
aver,

And there it is! The head of John the Bapiist im a cherger, as Saloms holds the
silver charger up before the king with that ghastly trophy uwpen it. Don't turn
away Herod { This is what you esked for! Iook, Herod! Here is the head of Johm
the Baptist} Porever you will see this head; in the midst of your pleasures and
dissipations, in the discharge of your duties as the Tetrarch of Galilee, at.
brighitest noonday, and in the watches of the night. Iook, Bered! This is what
you will see! And he could mot forget that innocent blood had been shed, and under
that eonv1et10n he was rendered misersble.

Some time afterward having heard remsrksble accounts of Christ, he was filled
with perplexing fears, lest this should be the very perscn now restored te 1life
whom he had beheaded. Herod had never seen Jesu, but be had seern John and still
saw him at night as the head on a eharger came siipping toward him in +the dark.

I+ seems that the remembersnce of John the Baptist haunted him as a contimusal
accuser. How powerful is the voice of consciencel Amid all the pomps of a palace
it will spesk, and mske the king wpon his throne tremble. The mind of Hered could
not be guieted by all the blandishments of his amorous cueen, nor by his own
libertine principles. Recalling the violence he committed, he was trouble by the
apprehension of thn's returning to life. :

As usual, Herod went up to Jerusalem to the Passover. The murder of John the
Baptist weighed more hesvily upon his conscience than did the abduction of his
brother's wife, But it was nothing to the world. Who cared what became of the
Baptist? Only those few disciples who came by night and cerried away his headiess
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body for burizl. If Herod could go to the Passover while living with Herodias
there was nothing to prevent his going after the death of John, so he went up teo
Jerusalem to keep the feast.

Jesus had also gone to Jerusalem to that Passover. And while He was there He had
been betrayed by cne of Fis diseiples into the hands of the Jewish authorities and
had been brough before the Saphedrin, who had preomptly sentenced Him to death. Not
having the power toc put Him to death themselves, they sent Him to Pilate, the Roman
Governor, %o bhave their sentence ratified and to have Him executed. But Pilate mads
some difficmlty sbout it. It wes beneath the dignity of a Foman Procurator to put
any man to death ot the bidding of another court. The accused must be tried accord-
ing to the laws of Fome. So Pilate exsmined Him and announced to the Jews that ke
fourd po fault in Him. This, of course, did not satisfy the priests. They had
condemned Him to death and they were determined that Pilate should put Him to death
and they were determined that Pilate should put Him to death, regardless of what he
thought of His puwilt. Im his perplexity Pilate fortunately discovered that Jesus
belonged to Gelileec, which wae part of the country over which Herod ruled. And
Hercd was at thet very time in Jerusalem, so Filate sent Jesus to him,

When Herod was told that Jesus was being brought to him, he was Mexceeding glad¥,

It was mot the first time thst he had heard of Him, He was glad for the oprortunity
0 exsmine so remarksble & prisoner, but his motive was no better than a curlous
desire of seeing some miracle performed by this worker of wonders. And when Jeswus
come Herod asked Him 2 great variety of questions, "but He answered him not." O
Iord knew thet he was unserupulous, tyranical, wesk, cumning, etvriclous, semsual
and superstitious. He well knew his character, what opvortunities of information
he had neglected, what eonvictions he had resisted, and therefore He refused to
afford him any further instructions. Herod begar llke a fox but he ended in being
a reprobste. It is reprobation when the Iord refuses to answer anything. Herod's
day of grace had lasted long, but at last it csme tc an end. Herod had hed memy
opportunities, and at one time he was almost persuvaded to become a Christian. At
one time he was not very far from the kingdom of God. But &1l of that was in the
long past. long azc he had smothered and cileneed his conscience, so at last he
was to be let alore forever.

At lsst the judgment of God overtook this prouwd officer. He suffered such a total
defeat in battle with Aretas, FKing of Arabia, whose daughter he had married and
divorced, that the Jews themselves considered it as the effect of divine vemgeance
upon him for the murder of Johm the Beptist. He wae afterward driven “from his
high station with disgrace, and he was benished to Iyons in Gaul. His adulterous
queen accompanied her husband, and both of them died in exile there, Christians
certainly do not waste any symnathy upon this couple of home-wreckers. The lurid
light of their wicked lives flares up beside the steady flame of John the Baptist
and Jesus our lord.



