CHRIST PEGIES HIS HINISTRY
Bark 1

Hark's purpese was not to give 2p sccount of the geneslogy of Christ, of His concepiion

©end birth, of whet befell Him in His inflaney, or of any sctions &nd seyings of His from

then until His appesrances im Isreel; but to give an secount of His ministry and mirselss,

';suffaringﬁ and denth, Thess things sre introdused with the preasching and baptiss of
“dohn the Forerunner. He first pointed out Christ, Whe is the suthor and substance, asg

well as the greal prescher of the (ospel; the sum of which is, that He is Jesus, the
Saviour and Redsemsr of lost sinvers; the Christ, the Messish, that wes to come; the
Hedistor betwsen God and men; the Prophet ¥ho has declered the whole mind and will of

. Godj the grest High Prisst, Vho hae offered Himself s sserifice for His people, nade

I.

pesce, procured perdon, brought in everlssting rightecusness, and oblained elernal
redenption, and now livee %o poke intercession for them; apd the King of seints, the
relgns over them, Fratee%s sud defends then, snd is no other then the Som of Godj egqual
with His Fether:; of the same reture with Him, posscssed of the ssme perfections, and
enjoving the same gimry,

Hiz Forerunner. Mark 153.8,

' Johm the Baptist wes prenching 2nd bepiizing in the wilderness. He regulred repentance

1T,

before baptism, and sdwinistered bapbism uwporn profession of repeniance, and o8 an open
teetimony of it. John presched that men shouldd repent of thelr sins, and believe in

Christ, Vhe waz to come; and vpon thelr repsnitance and falth, he baptized. Ap many o
ware brovght to 8 sgense of thelr sins and rede a confession of them, these he baptized
in the river Jorden, '

John wee 8 prescher of Jesus Christ; of the dignity of His e STEON, the exeellenc?'mf Hie
office, and the nature and importance of Hig werk., The exprassion, ¥the lntchet of whose
shoes I am not wvorthy o stoop down and unleoose," indlestes the great ven&rat&@m he had
for Chriet, and the éeeﬁ senge ke had of his oun wworthiness,

Eig Prepsyation., HMark 1:%=13,

1. His boeptiew, ¥Hark J:Y9-11.

large crowde were flosking %o hesr John the Basptisi and %o be beptized by him,
Guietly and deliberately Jesus cams from His home in Nezareth to John and wse baptized
"By hiz in the Jordsp River, thug identifying Himself with sinful humenity. 43 Jegus
weg coming owt of the beptismel weters, the heavens were rent asunder and the Spirlt

 came upon Him in s dove-like form, symbolizing peacefulness, meekness, gentleness,
“terderness and love, those guelities vhich were to charscterize the ministry of our
Lord, Thus, on ths eve of His ministry, Cbrist received spscial enfuewent. Vhen .
He wss baptizad Christ received the suvlible srd visible approval of God the Father
Whe seld, "Thouv srt my beloved Son, in vhom I awm well plessed,® Thus the Father .
testified that Jesus was the obliect of His love and the Ons in whom He took s grest
delight.

2, His temptation., Mark 1:12-17,

- Fron the woters of beptism our Lord wes led iwmnedistely inte the fires of temptatiaﬁ«
&fter Christ had listensd Lo the testimony es to Eis divine sonship, the Spirit
impslled His with grest snergy to go into 2 move remote, desclste and forlorn part
of the wilderness snd there to econtend with Satsn, At the behest of the Spirit, Christ
went to the place which hed been chnsen for the testing, DBvidently it wee 8 pleee of
desclation and axireme soliteds, for Hark wrote, YHe wss with the wild bessts,” In
‘that region, which wis univhebited by men, cur Lord neither fesred wild animals, por
was He injured by them., Neverthelses, it ws s piace of horror.



In that herrible solitude, without the sympsthy of friendship or sny possibility of
human sssistence, Jesus was subjected to forty days of wesring asseulle from Salan,
With eubbtle srefiiness and tremendous appesl, the adversary tried to gst Jesus to
wever in His sllegisnge to the heaverly Father, Upon Him the templer exsrcizsed all
hisg devices in wein, Ssten wes foiled st every point and Christ won & completle
vietory. During His loneliness and temptations Christ receiveld and enjoyed the
bereficent ministry of the holy sngels. '

I1¥. His Preaching. Merk 1:14-1%5,

Preaching ws the first work of Christ'e ministry. £s He came into Galilee, the theme
of His presching was the gled tidings of the kingdom of God, These tidings 41id not
consist of outwerd ceremonisz and observances, but rather of Torgiveness, salvation,
peace, rightecueness and joy.

Christ eslled upor the people %o repent not only of their sins and viclous course of
1ife, but =lse of thelr wrong opinions concerning & temporsl kingiom of ths Messish. He
edponished them o relinouish their errovecus beliefs concerning Justification by works
end salvation through the observence of cersmonies, He urged thes to accept the gospel
plen which proclsime psrdon, selvetion, pezce, rightecusness, joy end eternal life as

gifts from Christ, Hiz message centared sround two great doectrines, namely, repentance

“and faith. Repentence imvelves consciousness of sin, sorrow for sin and separetion from
@in by the grsce of God and with Hisz help, Faith invelves assent to the gospel truths,
arcesptance of Christ sz Sevicwr and ackmovwledgment of Hin as lord. '

Iv. KiE-Fﬁrﬁﬁﬂfﬁg ¥ork 1;1é_2@.

These verses give ve & brief acccunt of CGhrist®s esll of four men B0 work with end sssist
Hiw during His peysonsl ministry on the earth, and then to cerry on His work after He
ghould lseve them, '

Hoving won & complete vietory over Sstem, who had sgsailed Him with sll the seductive
temptations of the physiesl senmses, of vorldly smbliion, and of the Iowering of apiritual
stenderds, and having bepun His public ministry, ouwr Lord ues ready Lo call some helpers

4o work with Him in behalf of others. As He weliked by the Ses of Gsliles, Jesus savw two
paire of brothers, one pair of whom wes fishing and the other was wending nebe. To them

‘He gaid, "Come ye sfier Me.” This epll wes not to salvation, for they hsd already bew
lieved on Jesus, but to servies, He challenged them o leave their plsees, the businecss

in vhich they were engaged, the loved omes with shom they were asrocioted, and the intereets
with which they were swrrounded in order that they wmight fellow Him apd work with Him. This
ezl held tremendous izsues, for they were to be with Him, to lesrn from Him spd to chey Him,

Let.us never forget the charseter of the wen whom Christ called to assist Him in His
work, They were not leasrned men from the rabbinieal school, but they vers busy and
humble young wep Trom the compon walks of 1ife. They belonged to the ranks of the
exploved, It is well to remembsr thai the world's greetest soul-winners have besn mem
of humble origim; and often of meager training. :

Christ colled these indusirious and ccoperative young men to lesve thelr seculsr work &g
Pighers of fish awd to follow Him se fishers of men, It wes not s novel task they were
invited to undertske, bub s diversiocn of their Isbore to o higher service. They vere
ealled to ‘he sowe kind of work, but inm another sea., He simply transferred the speciel
guelifications of thece men Trom the matural to the spirituel sphere. They were to use
a1l the skill they had sequired in learning %o fish, but in a fer higher and nobler
sphere, Flshermen they wers, and fishers of men they were to become. However, before
they could become what He wanted them to be, il ws recessary For them to follow Him,
Growth in #bility; efficlisncy ernd sffectlivensss is guersnteed o all who will follew
Christ, ' — ' '



Without hesitating or sitempiing to exouse themselves, those men gave up their geinful
expisypent, seversd home ties, put thelr trust in Him vhe called them to maosist Him,
and went with Him, belisving thet He wes sbls end willing to supply 8ll their needs,
Thelr fitness for discipleship was evidenced by thelr prompit and complete cbedience o
Christ's call. Hescause of their cbedience to-Him, Christ treined them, encouraged
them, led ther, bisseed thez and uweed them ip =2 grest wumy. '
Christ's eall %o follew Him is extended %o 21l Christisns, regsrdless of age, reee,
telent, position or tewpersment., Linked to His esll is His glovicus promiser ¥I will
make you to becowe fishers of ren,” I a believer follows Christ, he will be & figher
of men, If he iz not o fisher of zen, he ssnrot be following Christ. Here iz indeed.
a2 most practiceanl test of the shorscler of owr Christisn lives.



