THE UNPARDONABLE SIN

"Wherefore I say unto you, All manner of sin and blasphemy shall be forgiven umto
men: but the blasphemy ageinst the Holy Gbost shall not be forgiven unto men, And
vhosoever speaketh a word against the Sen of men, it shall be forgiven him: but
whosoever speaketh against the Holy Ghost, it shall not be forgiven him, neither in
this world, neither in the world to come™ HMatthew 12:31-32.

"But he that shall blaspheme against the Holy Ghost hath never forgiveness." Mark 3:29,

Passing through the cornfieslds 6én the Sabbath, Christ and His disciples, being hungry,
plucked the sars of corn and hegsn to eat, TFor this the Mester was censured bititerly
by the seribes and the Pharisess. Golng from thelr presence inle the synagogue,

the Saviour found & man with z withered hand, perhaps brought there on purpese to

see if He would heal him on the Sabbath, This Christ dlé prempily, first ssking the
soribes and Pharisess if & men wze not of much more value tham a sheep, which, if it
fell into & ditch on the Sabhath, would be rescued at cnce by ite owner, Iifter

this rebuke, they teck counsel how they might desiroy Fime It seems that the more
graeiously Christ worked in thelr midst the more they hated Him.

Shortly thereafier, arnd verhaps on the same Sebbath, Christ healed s poor wretch vho
wes biind, dumb, and possessed of a demon. Fe delivered this misersble demonisc by
czeting cut the demon thet pessessed him. This demon was wewillingly snd forelbly
sieated from hisz much desired strongheld and dispossessed of his 11l-potien spoils,
This elzciion was brought shout by some supernstural snd mirazenlous power, which

was mightier than the oubteast demon., It wes a daylight affair, & public transsction,
all the ciremmsiances open and visgible, snd the fact was seo incontrevertible That
even the common people recognized the divine presence spd power, Yhen they saw in
the miracle the evidenee of & superior persomality, they exclaimed one to ancther,

"Iz not this the son of David?®

Certain Pharisees, whe had beer pursuing Christ with hostile intent, who had been ob~
strueting His werk in every possible way, znd who had found themselves wunable to dis-
pute the fact of the miracle, sought to bresk lts force by attributing its origin te
Beelzebuh, the prinee of demons, thus cherging Christ with eolliuvsion with Saten. In

a moet conbtempiuous mamner they sald: *This fellow doth not east out demons, but by
Beglzebub. the prince of the demons." In their retori we see a deep maligmsney of
evil, an inveteracy of copposition to the truth, & capeclity © hate One Who had done /
a good-work, and instead of seeing in that good work zn evidence of the power of Ged,
they disecerned thevein only whst they called an indiecation of eollusion with the devil,
How perverse, and blind, and hardened in hecrt, and steeped in hate and prejudice

they vere against Him! It is suck people, Ghms‘t says, who ee:mnlt the unﬂardemble
gin, And for them there is no hope !l :

Our seripture lessom tells us plainly and positively that in all the catalogue of
sins which men or women can commit, there is only ome sin that puls & man or a w-
man beyond hope; that there is only one sin that God will not and cannot forgive;
that there is only cme sin thet people commit which mekes pardon and salvation im-
-pogsible. It iz sad emcugh for one to have commitisd sins that can be, and are for-
givan, but the thought thst there is a sin which God Himself does not and cammot
forgive stagpers our imsgnaticn. But there is only one sin that man can commit
which iy mnperdonsble, /nd an unpardénable sin is cne which from the momewt of its
comittal is forever without a possible remedy. Though such & simner mey be per-
nitted to live mary years, yet the very door of hope is closed against him,
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Through the ages there have been those whe heve committed the yapardonable sin, There
iz a gquestion thet has tortured meay a soul both in the past ard in the present,
nzmely, "Have I eommitted the unperdonable sin?V If anyonme is troubled by the fear
that he or she has commithed the unpardonsble sin, thet very fesr or distress of

ming is good evidence that the wnpardonsble sin has not been commitbed. The reason
for saying this is thet those who are gullly of it are net troubled about it, Ine
stead, they sre ecalloused in spirit, indifferent, and unconcerned, "heving their
conseience seared with & hot iron' I Timothy 432, '

L.

What Is The Unpardomeble Sin?

The unpardona‘:ble gin is a esubject which is greatly misunderstood. Many erroneous
idess are abroad as to what it is. In wew of this fact, i% is well for us to
study the subject first from & negative stendpoint, :

1

It Iz Not Murder.

Even murder, as desperate and awful a sin as it is is not wmpardomable. There
have beel many men vomen who heve siained thelr hands with huwman blood
whe have afterwards fourd pardon snd received etermal 1ife, and become true
snd noble Christians. We certainly regret that anybody ever cormitted mur-
der, but the Bible tells us of numercus cases of people who have been gullty
of murder, and yet received forglveness,

Moses was & murderer. David was puilty of ome of the most dastardly murders
in histery, and yet he found pardon. It was after David had brought on hime
seif the guilt of the death of Uriah, his faithful seldier, that ke wrote
the words: "Blessed is he whose trznsgression is forgiven, whose sin is
covered, Blessed is the man mmto vhom the Lord imputeth not imiquity, and
in whose spirit there is no guwile, Whem I kept silenece, my bones waxed old
through my roaring all the day long. For dey and night thy hand was heavy
npon me; my moisture is twrned into the drought of summer., I acknowledged
my sin unte thee, and mine iniquity heve I net hid, I said, I will econfess
my transgressions fmto the lerd; and thou forgavest the iniquity of my sin”
Psalm 32:¢1l-5, ' :

Saul of Tarsus, who afberwards beceme Pawl the dpostle, was a murderer. He
was responsible for the death of pecple because they believed on the Iord
Josus Christ, and yet he found pardon. One of these days we shall meet
HMoses and David and Paul in heaven, because they were saved snd so are we.

‘Therefore, murder is not the unpsrdonable sin.

It Is YNet Adultery.

Tmmorality amd adultery are loathsome sins, but nol umpardonable, David was
declared of God to be a men after His own heart, even after he had committed
morder and adultery. Then, you remember the case of the women who was taken
ir the very act of adultery. When they brought her te Christ, and then disze
ppeered because they too were simners, the Savieomr said o her, "Woman, where
are those thine aceusers? Hath no men condermed thee?" She said, "Fo men,
Iord.® And Jesue sald vnte her, "Neither do I dondemn thee: go and sin no
more® John 8:10-11. After she czlled Him, "Llord", end the Saviour sald,
"Hedther do I condemn thee: go and sin no more®, she wemt away forgiven and
saved even thotch she had been an adulteress, Therefore, the gin of adultery

is not wnpardonsble,
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Tt Ie Hot Profanity.

Taking God's Neme in vain is a terribie and an entirely umnecessary sin. .

Tn econtrest with the vrevalence of profanity teday, even as inculged in

by some in high plsces; it is well for us to remember what George Kashington
said sbout the wickedness of it in & Cenersl Urder to his men in July, 1776,
"t is & vice so mesn and low, without any temptation, that every man of sense
and character detests and despises 1t%. : ,

I% Is Hot Unbelief.

Perheps no error is more prevalent them the ore thet meintains that per-
sistent vunbelief is the umperdomable sin., Unylelding unbelief or persistent
rejection of Christ does result inm perdition; but a sharp distinetion must
be recogrized between that condition after death in which no forgiveness of
any sin is availsble, =nd the suppozition thet one might reach such e hepe-
less state in this 1ife. As long az one is an upbellever, he is in 2 lost |
conditien, but any moment he will believe on Christ as his personal Savicur,
he will reweive a full snd free pardon. ‘ '

It is also well for ws to lock 8% this guesiion, "What is The Unpardonsble Sin?g" ’

1.

R

from a positive wiewpoint.®
It Is A Definite 4ct.

Even theugh 1t may be the outcone of a serieé of actions, the mnpardenable
sin is ope definite act. ¥"There is 2 sin unio death” I Jokn 5316,

Tt Is Blasphemy Against the Holy Spirit.

"The blasphemy zgainst the Holy Ghost shall nmet he forgiven unto men, ™

What is blasphemy against the Holy Spirit? It is worthwhile for us to cop-
gider the contert of the sclemn words of our Lord spokern cencerxing blas-
phemy sgainst the Holy Spirit. The Fherisees bad seen the miracles of Christ
end im them they recognized the clesr evidence that he was the Messish,

They determined that they wowld et aceept Tlm as such., Ip thedr determination

not to sccept Him, they deliberately atiributed e work im casting cut 2
denon from a wen, which they knew to be the work of the Hely Spirit, te the
devil., Flaspherny againet the Holy Spirit is knowifigly, deliberately, wilfully,
sxd maliciously aserihing to Saten the work which is magnificently wrought

by the Holy Spirit. The Pharisees attriluted to Ssten the work done by One
Who was filled with the Spirit of Ged. They charged that the power by which

- Jesug did His marvelous works ceme from the devil instead of from the Holy

Spirit. That sin was withoul excuse, 2nd it was impossible fer it le be
forgiven in their age or in the future. :

Dr. Jonn A, Broadus tanght thet two things are necessary to constitute blas-
vhemy of the Holy Spirit: first, that there shall be a work manifestly super-
netural, ummdstzkatly the work of Oud, and second, one shall in malignant

and determired oppogition insuliingly aseribe te Saten thai which he knows

to be the work of God.

Blasphemy is & sin of the tongue., It means to speek 111 or injuricusly of
snother, to revile or to defeme anyone, whether men or Cod. Blaspheny
against the Holy Spirit, which is the umpardonable sin, is the aseribing
of the Eoly Spirit's gracious and holy activities to the devil. It is %e
say that the works of God's Spirit are the works of Sstan. To know thai a
work ig of God and then to attribute it to the devil is to commit the un-
pardonahle sin. -
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This sin is committed against Iight. It is not a sin to be commitied by &
thoughtless ehild, an immature youth, nor a feeble-minded or ignorant person.

It is a sin ageinst spiritual kngwleﬁge, It is kmowingly, wilfully, maii-
cicusly, and preswmptuously done., It iz & sin of character crystalized in
opposition to God. Ome cenmot commit the umpardensble sin unconsclously.
It is not something one can do by accident or without knowing it. It is
committed apainst light, and in most cases, much light. It indicates szuch
a determined chuice of evil that one's character is determined finslly and
forever., A& mam will not deliberately attribute to the devil yhat he knows
to be the work of the Spirit of Cod vnless he has settlied that he will not
accept the trubh, Such a sin, which ususlly comes after persistent re-
jection of Christ and of the truth, makes repentance impossible,

Who Commits The Bnpard@n§ble-Sin?

It is =n act of the unregenerate only, and never of the saved. A Christian can-
not commit the wmpardonsble sin. "There is therefore now no condemmation to
them which are in Christ Jesus™ Romene £:1. The uppardonable sin is committed
only by sn unsaved person., 7Those who zre cleansed and indwelt by the Spirit
most certainly will never blascheme Eln,

If ope is concerned lest he hss eommitied the unpardonable sin, then there is
abundant hepe for him, becsuse he could not have conviction emcept through the
Foly Spirit. Those who sre troubled and concerned lest they have committed
the unpardonable sin definitely have not dome so. Thelr anxiety about it is
in itself positive evidence that the sin has not been commibied, beecause when
a persen is gullty of the unpardenable sin he has lost all spiritumal semsiti-
vity =nd is given over to his wickedness.

Any here who will accept Ghrist no metier vhat your past may have been, ne
matter how grossly you may have sinned, if you will aceepu Him there is pardon,

salvation and ebermal life for Fou



