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ol HUALS A WITHERND HAND
Mark 3:1}b

Christ delivered certaln meassges that we call parables. Christ did certain things
that we call miracles. If wo look at His miracles with any Mveliness in our sseing,
we will recognize that thay too are piotures of tputh and reflections of reality that
run far beyond their literal details. In the parables Chrish took truth and declarsd
it in words; in the mirscles He took truth and acted 1% out in deeds.

On & particular Sabbath Christ entered an unidentifiad gynagosue, which misht have
been: the one im Capervawm. He went there to worship, ag was ¥is custom, A large
muber asseublsd thers for that gervice. Im the group was a man upest whom Christ

verformad the mirsels S0 which oup attention will be deveted inm this seryice,
The Crigple. B
The Seriptures g8yt “Thers was 2 man thers which had & withered hand.” We do not lmow

much about this man. ¥We de net even Imow why his hemd had withered. Hig condition might

s such as infuntils
Bin, though not necses.

Bave been the resuis of
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with him. When Jercboss raised his hand to Sefine of God, and ordered his officers
to arrest God's prophet; instantly his srm withered snd stood out helpless, so that tha
wicked leing could nob aven drop it at his side.

This san’s witheraed hand wes devoid of feeling and strangih. Having lost the use of
hisz right hand, he was handicapped greably. Although he was abls to move sbort and
associste with other peopls, he could not do maynel labor. Tradition ssys that he was
& bricklayer or stones £ which wag probably true. If $0; he certelnly did nee
entertain any hops of s ng again at his tyade.  ¥With his working days ever and his
s0sy of imcome gone, think of what a trying snd bitter experlsnce that must have
bean iﬁaﬁsg@mthwmmimcaefwma

e ars Impressed by tws thines about thie afflicted man «w his physics] disability and
hig pressuce st the house af worship in spite of his aemditiom. Fortunalsly he had
not allcred his calamity to editier him. Netwithstending his diszabllity and handicap,
BEUTHT Sy ABEDIUS . E’Vidmi? his
Surely he mish have thought
mgh 811 of the difficult daye and
had heard of smme of the wonderful
ugis on oLhers and; anticlpeting that He micht be at the
was Hie custom; had oo oo Shis partioular dey in the

syuagogus on the Sebbatl;

hepe that he hezling from Big. How wvar; the recerd dees nod: slate that
he was gesiing

Ons of the saddest things that

: 1y eviowed of Gof ang fittes
wiee and powsr in bls bouh thes, have dyd up; and,
Bany peopls who attend chureh services have s withes
only & part of the wordk wilah they should; they are
pogeibla powery they are selfehandicspped. _
Soms chureh membave dresm and pinn, bubt semhow they never qulte have whsh it takes to

caryy out thelr dresms. | Seme have wanded to bectms active in the work of their PEEPECh-
ive churches snd maks thelr lives comt fop e, but samshow they keep miting off

- hand dn the gense that they do
sing o only & fruction of thelrs

burisd, =t are living in & siade of withersd unelasenseg« .
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doing sc. They can't guile take ths step. They have the right idea, bul their hands
are withered. So many have nmmercus good idess in mind, bubk they never put them inte
deeds. Look inte your own mingd and ses how many zood intentions yoa have thers. Dut ag
yeb you haven'd h&d tima, you haven't had the opportunily, you haven't had enough
training, or you haven't f&lﬁ 1ike 1% == all those excuses are just other nemes for
your handleap of & withersd hand. You mean well, but you simply don't act.

When Chrlst enlered the synsgopus, His attestlon wes drawn imssdiately to thiz men
whose hand was atrophisde In the syes of Christ this laberer, vhem po exployers would
think of Mrmg, was the msa appsaling figurs in that assenbly. There msy have been
varicus people of tanes In the synagogue that day, men of mesns, men of culture,
azpl men of influence m anly one was &&Eﬁ@tm for the faver of Chrlist. I wae nob
hig gresiness %hafé; at@‘mm Chrlst, but it was his weskness. His a:mly claim to notice

wae his nesds

When this mﬁ whe realicsd his nesd and &%i&iﬁ@f& his opy ; stond in the presence
af Christ, he typified sine. Sin always lmpover . Thie man®s wiihered
hard was ths oblect of the camwents of his Mﬁ}ﬁﬂ and assacistens Ther talked about '
it. Do you have sms spiritual disability which is a subject fer scamaent by your frisnds?
If they tallk about your, 6 will be aboud your hend that is withered. They won't talk to
you aboub it, bub vhen your nass is mentioned the ans tople that ther will talk aboust
the mogd 18 your spivibusl wealoess. Tou csmmed hide 36 fres them. This man's withered
hand w2e an object of gomcern to himsslf. M&W, it was an object of compossion
te Christs The condition that was a mabler of comsent on the part of his friends, and
an object of soncerm te him, was of much greater emesm e the compassionate Christ.

In denling with thie alfiisted man our lovd ubbered tve commands = Skand forth” ard
"Streteh fortl thine bapd." It wos m geciting moment when mm taeld the man to
"stand f@ﬁh‘ ar Lo "riss, coms forward; and stand in the Froat of the room whers all
can 888 you."® That emllmg@ wes hmmizzga It is one thing to have & withered hand,
but 1t is anobher thing te display 1t befors cthers. Christ's comerd waz 2 eall to
ssparations Iﬁmwﬁﬁﬁmw, "Gel oub of the orowd, c samy from your
former envircoment." It waz slso & call o the mepation of hmagz aid. 4s long &g the
man stood In the crowd he would be tempted to trust ine%ham, to lesn upon thes, and
to follos thelr mggwtiﬁm At Christ's commass 3 forth and seperated

h@ ool veree
bimself from the others. E& did not have any Wﬁ in hizzelf %o beiter his coadition,
erd all ﬁm others werd powe

poveriessd 4o help him. One has gone & i@g way toward victory
that sozsene m can do 1%,; we M m%? ae@zﬁm

Haturally, the Pharisess, who were present, sxpscted Christ o heal the man, so they
wabohed Him with hard eyes and souwr faces. They had spucinted themsslves e ses to it
that Uhrlet did not dessorate the Sabbsth. By their very sttitude they were saying to
Cheist, "Don't you dare besl this man on the Sabbath.” Turaing to these Pharisees
Chzlist a@k@zﬁ "Ig it lzwful to do good o the sabbelh daye, er %s:w do &vim te save
li.i“a; o w E:ilﬁ* ‘1’&&% wag & slsnles question; and they koew the anower, bubt they

e inte 1 & gshtawy &5 E% te do good when e oan i& ta é@ &ﬁl m te seve

3 8 His eves swspl the room
oking inte the face eﬁ @a@hg witi'g angsy, baing grieved st the sams time.
Thﬁ &i‘%@&tm @W twoe empticns im Christ, anger and grief; bwt the angsr wes
mmentary (sorist m%ﬁi@i@), and the grief was contimuous (present partleipls). Wob
to e angry in soms olrcumstances ig & sin, bub sven rightecns angey should be Lempsred
with g?i&fg The hardness @f thsiv hesris wae the cpuse of Christfs angsey and grief,




Christ commanrded the man io streich forthids withered band. Instesd of throwing wo &
mantal block that sald, "I can't, and thel's all there is to 1%,” the msn rsasonsd, “I
can 1f He says so, 2and I will." It was certainly reasonable for the lord to tell him
to do what He was golng to emable him to do. The men trisd to do what Christ compended
him to do; and with the affort to obey Christ came the power. Christ ensbled him to
strelch forth his hitherto halpless hand. Christ never makes am wmjust exaction of
anyvody. He always gives the necsssary powsr when there is anm effort to obay Him. As
children of God we have the ability to do many things thst we never do. Imerson ssid,
"Iou never know what you csn do witil you try.” Under the inspiration ard through the
power of Christ we can accomplish many thinge thet we never dared to try before.

4s a result of his 7mith in Christ and obedience to Him, the wan rsceived a perfect
curg. Think of the Joy thet must have filled his heart when be saw that his hand was
well and strong. IL was cured becauss he had Fulfilled the condition, which was faith
ard obediencé. : _ o _ |

. The Conseouenses.

mend of Christ, there wam 3 venburs of twust in Him, and the

man immedliately discovered thal in that aok he was snabdled Lo de the thing

that had been lmpossible huwmnly spesking. A# he in falth and ohedisnce made combast

with the power Chrisb, thal strength became hiz snablement. Oub of gretitude to
healing him, the mem resclved te use his hand in the gervice of the Master

and for the glory of Gode :

Thiz mirscle of Christ should have wrought & changs in ths minds and attitudas of His
critice, bub 1t did web. They went forth anmd struck up a friendshlp with thelr snenies,
with the intenbtion of destroying Chrisd. Pub no copdbinstion san be effsciive against
Christ. The most stupid thing wder the sun is to suppo
truth by taking the lives of ile chamgpions. OSuch & course has the opposite effect.
The death of Stephen resuited in & great spreading of ths gospel of Christ, and in the
conversion of ww of the greatest wmen in hmen history. The bloud of the martyrs has
ever been the ssed of the church. _

Threa things should be eald aboul She man's hand afber he obeved
1. It became & healed hand.
frem dissaze to heslth; from wea

d of Christ,

meas to M anG from uselassness

There weas & changs
to uveslulnesy.

When Hoses was forty yesrs of age, he tried to teke & hand In corvecting the wretched
conditions wnder which ths Ierselites weve living and labuoring. Hie hand was :
withered, howsver; im the fires of & raging temper. He failed: But, God healed

that withered hamd, and; at eighty; YMosss was ready Lo do tusinmese for God.

Peter tried to probect Christ when He wae arrested. Bub,; Peter's hand was withered
with sgli-conlidenss and self-sseardivenssg. HE failed se ehabblly that he denled
his Ioeds Teb, he was healed: Peler's restoratics has brvught bope to move defested
Christiane tha & cavipugetelier could ever antey in his records. Yes, there iz heals
ing for the withored hand; even 4if It be youre: o

s I% W Tt

The healed hand is nob for admivation. I& i for dedication aod wilimatiom. The
wan put hig healad hand t¢ workt. He did not use his havd for admivatien, but for
achievemont. Ib was nol to be pampered, bul it wvas to be made prodyctive.
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A Secottish minister, John Robert Srwent the experience of the
withersd hand. He was defeated in his minfstry. The glow faded froe hie seul, and
the power drained from kig preaching. With his mind zade up to resiem from his
chirch, one day he preyei: "G Gody Thou didst compiasion we forty years 250, but

I have blundered snd falled, and I want $o resign thiz morning.” As he prayed; the
brofenness and penitence of his 8cul shook hims The sob of ais henst ez hushed
howaver, vhen he heard the Voice within saying, "John Reberteon, 'tis trus I
comaissloned you foxdy JEAre agoy Ttis true you hisve blunderad and failed, but John
Robertsen, I am not here for you to resigm your comuizeion, I om here o ra~zipn
Four cogniesicn.” That morning the withered hand wep henled, with the result that
Jobn Rohertson enbepsd upen tha most helpful, empovered snd fredtfal phass of his

lmg maﬁfya

Tea, Cod will heal the withered hamd, but only on the waderstanting that 1% becsms
She helping hamd, o , '

This man vhem Chrish healed bacame & vehicle fopr the blessing of men. Thet is what

gvery Christian should ba. You By be & blot, you my be g blageing, ut you cannct
be a blank. Wao wants to be? Do you went 4o be g vehicle of Ged*s blessing to men?
Then beome a mirscle of Hiz graces Trist and cbay Him, and you shall Zo oub to be

a vehiele of blessing to pen,

This mar whom Chrdsth healed becams a vehicle for the glory of Gode When e looked
3% his hard which Christ had restored, he wes lmoressed with the fact that it was
well because the lord had healed ibs Out of gratituds e Him, he resclved %o use 1
for the glery of the Lued. Do Fou want %o bs & vehiels of glory to the Lord,

I carmot eonceive of agy aim thet is more glorious.

Thie ie o thought that we must not lsave out, However scund 2 s&m% and servicege

able that hand now 18, every time the wman looks ab it he must revssbeyr how ugly
and wasless it once was and how, apsrt fros the teeling Christ, 4t still would be

Tea, the witheved hand cam be healed, thank God, Buby 4n the healing there's
nothing which I esm glovy, for the power of restorabion lay not in we but in
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