THE HEALJHG CF A DEAF MAN

Mark 7:31-37
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Across the coumtry from the berders of Tyre and Sidom to the “ea of Galiles, owr Tord went.

In every place He went He found peonle who had meed of H
%elﬂ receive& it. OGCreat Wultiﬁnﬁe eught he““ Eut:

£

. and whoever requesited His
ah His bhands. Out of ithe multitudes,
L in detsil,

The ?gtiezit .

Hear the end cf_the journey Christ met & man upen whom He performed a miracle of healing,

1.

He wag deaf.

Even thoush his deafness was not pa1niul° it waz an afflietion that placed the man
at a great disadvantage. 'he sense of hearing 1s especially wprecicus. It is ome
of the main inlets of knowlicdge and enjovment, It is one of the chiefl links in
social relatienships and one of the sweetsst bonds of fellowship with our fellow
men, A&bhsence of the sense of hearing lergely isclates man from his fellow crestures
and dries wp one of the few streams of pleamure vwhieh this werld affords.

He had en impediment in hls speech.

It is not swrorising that his deafness wae sceoompsnied by 2 defeet in witterasnce.
Iiterally, he was Yo desl glamerer.” Fow long he had been in thet condition is
net stated. It iz s G@T%aéuu that he wee pot deel vwhen he was born. Hod he been
desf wk&f he wes born, ! o ld not have neen csble to spesk at all. He must st
one time have heard @Jﬁh wmore or less distincitness, How he lest Iis hesving is
not hﬁaied, byt disease, either of the ears ox of the throat, or some accident

may have been the canse of his belng uwmshle Lo hear.

This man could neither hear nor speak aright. Had we seen him at & distance or

in a erowd, we should probably have theﬁg?t hlm 1ike others. Only through clese
personsl combact with him could we have discovered his deafrness and have learned
that he could not articulate preperly. The ears were there, but they were useless;
the tongue alsc was present, but it was inefficient.

It is difficult %o say which of the two vprivations, deafness ‘or bilindness, ig the
greater, If we mey judge from the fact that it is rare to find a deaf person who
is lively and che(TfUL, while the happiness of the blind is a matter of comstant
ocbservation, we mey asree with Bishovp Horszley in his remark, "Of all natural
imperfections, de@$nepp geems the most denlorable, ag it is that which most excludes
the unhappy suf?erer from scclety.’

The blind man, indeed, is cub off from all perception of the eyternal appearance
of things, but it is easy to cemwunlcate with him, In whatever compsny he [inds
himself he can hear the comversations and participate in them. Zven though the
deaf man has the use of his eyes, he is isolated in company, and the very fact that
he sees the effect of the words of a speaker in the laughter they evcke, or the
tears which they cause to flow in those arcund him, makes him the more discentented
and impatient, se¢ that he is very apt to court sclitude.

Bad as the man's condition was, i was only a faint.illustration-of the simmer's

spiritual state, for he hears without hearings: that is to say, though the physieal

senge may be acute, the soiritual ear is stopped. Swift o hear everyt ing that

concerns his worldly interest, he is deaf to the veice of God, and that deafness

is due to sin. As the well«gnswn adage has expressed it, Q‘There are none so deafl
as those who will not hear¥; and that is just his case.
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4 world abounds teday with men and women who are deaf to the voice of Christ, even
when He speaks in tones of pentleness or of severity: and ears are stopred so

that they do rnot hear Hes voice. Ik all congregations there are those who are
dusb so far as their glving testimony for Christ., How many there are who have
painful impediments in their sneech! They are voluble in the maris of trade;

they are eleguent while discussing pelitics: bubt they are pitifully eilent when
called woon to give testimeny to the redeeming love and the healing nower of Jesus
Christ,

II. The Physiecian.

Portunately for this deaf man, he had friends who brought him to the Great Physician,
Thege friends besought Christ to place His hezling hand woon the unfortunate patient.
Fortunate indeed are any and all who have friends who bring them to Christ. This is
the greatest kindness whieh can ever be performed for anybody. Thrice havpy are
those who have friemnds %o bring them to Christ thst their ears may be unstopped %o
hear His voice and their tongmes wnloosed to herald His praise., How wonderful that
the friends of this patient brought him to the gleriocus Physician with the reguest
that He should put His hand upon the patient and hesl himl

1. The Physician took the patient aside from the mmltitude.
We are not teld expressly for what reasons e did so. Perhaps He did so in order
to conceal from the multitude the mode of the miracle lest they might presumptuously
endeavor to imitate Him. Iikely He did so in order to secure privacy and to prevent
popular excitement,

Doubtless there was a wise reason for this course on the part of Christ. If we
knew all of the circumstances, we should see the wisdom of all of the different
methods which Christ adopted in exacting cures. He likely understocd the spiritual
condition of eack ome who was btrought to Fim for healing. Sometimes He healed

in the midst of the crowd, bubt on other occcasions, as here, He led the patient
aslide from the muititude. Sometimes He exacted a cure by a word;y them again by

a touck:; and still again hé sent one patient to wash in the Poel of Siloam that
he might receive his sight. In some cases the healing was instantaneous; in other
cases the cures vere gradusl. Ye may be sure that 1h every case He adopied the
wisest possible course, based on His vperfect knowledge of the physical, mewntal
and spiriiual comditions of the patient. Manifold wisdom governed all of our
Iord's actions, In the case of this patient, it is even possible that Christ did
not want any to suppose thal He was bound teo any ome mede of hesling.

Often still God has to take us asids Trom the multitude whern Ye wishes to teach
us greabt spiritual lessonsg. It is necessary alt times for us to be alone wiith
God. Fe scmetimes lays us on beds of suffering that He may teach wvws lessons of
natience, heroism and faith, Often pecple will not Iisten to the volee of God,
and learn the lessons He desires amid the rush and rear of daily duty; but in

the gquiet of the sick chamber, they will listen to His voice and learn the lessons
which He wishes to teach.

2. The Physicisn tonched the patient.
Chriet came intoc physical contact with the patient. There is marvelous power in
the touch of hand or fihser. These unusual and snggestive actions were not merely
means by which He conveyed the blessing, but were signs by which He explained %o
the patient how the blessing came to him. These symbolic actions were necessary
in this case, as the man could not hear the voice of Christ. The only methods
of contact with him were by sight and feeling.
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The hysician spoke Lo the patient im his own language--that of =ipns. He rut
His fingers into his ears, as much as to say that He intended to bors through

them and open them. Then He touched the stammering tongus with His fingers, which’

He had first applied to Fig own mouth. By these signs He sought to awaken faith,
Christ wanted to teach His patient and us thet healing virtue resided in His body.
Power must go out from the divine FPhysiecian %o the uniortunate patient.

3. The Physician évinced compassion for the patient.
Christ had compassion on the afflicted men vho was barred from commumication with
his fellow men. This helvless man, who was ore Christ, was a living proof of
the wreck whichk sin had brought inte this world., Iiving in perfect fellowship
with God at 21l times, and knowing that He wes doing the work which the Father
bad given Him to do, Christ looked up to hsaven for guidance and heln. FHis upward
look implied intense desire and ecarnest prayer at the moment His heart was moved
with compassgion for this patient.

4o The Physicisn spoke the word of healing to the patient.
Christ spoke the word of power amd healing to His patient. He said, "Ephphathe,®
which means, "Be opened."™ From that very moment the man heard distimctly and gpoke
plainly. When Christ touched the tongue of the stammerer there was healing in
the contact. dJust as the bringing of a wire inte touch with another wire completes
the eircuit and tramsmits the electric currewt to its goal, whers it does iis
work, so the wnion of the Thyeician and t patient, of which the touch was the
symbol, conveyed the healing power from the Thysieclan to the patient.

The People.

The people were moved prefemndly by what they saw and heard. They saw ths patientis
ears cpened and the string of his tongue loosed, and they heard him speak nlairly,
It is not surprising that the people were astonished beyond meagure. Nevertheless,
Christ charged them not to tell anybedy. He had some good reason for commanding
them te remain silent about what had taken plece, I% is ever true that there is a
time to speak, and there is a time to be silent. Instead of restraining their feelings
of astonishment and delight, the peovle publiished the news of the miracle which Christ
had performed. Thelr dischedience was not commendable. Neither is cur silence
commendable when Christ commands uws to speal: for Him.

k-
When the people beheld the mighty works which were done, they prompily acknowledged
the greatness and the goodness of God. When they observed the graclous, wondrous and
benevolent vorks of the Great Physician in healing the afflicted natient, in boundless
amazement they exclaimed, "He hath done all things well: he maketh both the deaf o

hear, and the dumb to speak,.”
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