JESUS ONLY i i
Herk 9:8
Ha * 17:8

fn one cceasion Jesus 4ook Peter, Jomes snd John with Him and #ht o the top of a
high wountain. This probebly was on Mount Hemmon which was north of Caesarea Philippi.
There before their eyes He was transfigured. His oubwerd eppesjence was changed. HHis
raiment shone v th an umearthly lustm. Two illustrious men, Moses and Elijah, mede &
mirasulous appearance on the top of the mount before them and talked with Jesus. The
disciples wers thrilled. They were in an eocstasy. Peber exclaimed, "Master, it is
good to be hers." It certainly wes good for them to eee Christ transfigured with the
representatives of the lew and prophebs. Peter then sugpested, "If thou wilt, let us
make throe tabernscles, ore for they snd one for Moses, and one for Elijah." When he
gaid this s bright cloud came over them and s voice out of the cloud said, "This ie my
beloved Sorin whom I am well pleased, hesr ve Hin."” Hearing this messsage the diseiples
fell prostrate on the ground snd were much afraid., Immediately Jesus came to them end
touching them said, "Arise and be not afraid.” "And when they had 1ifted up their eyes
they saw no men, save Jesus only.” :

This sounds like & ricte of dlsappeinmﬂﬁ. Thie 3i sciples seem dejected. They have
hed a repburous experience, bubt it has ended tamely, Afteyr standing on the mountain
top of privilsge gazing into the gloxy of the open heaven and listening to celestial
voices, they mpst go down and back to the world for service and toil. The pglory of it
&ll had pessed sway. Hoses smd Elijah had vanished. The wvoice had died down into dumb
silence, The heavens look like sangcommon day. 7They rub thelir eyes and look arond
and see no men save Jesus omly. The glory of the great occasion is dead md it is use~
less to. linger longer on that barren peak. Still there was no reesom for dejection.

Thirk of what might heve happened to the three disciples after they had ssen the
transfigoration:

1. *hey might have seen nobody with them on the holy mount but heve found &ll gone
but themselves. In such & case they wuld have been in a soryy plight. They
would not heve gone down the mountain side that dey asking guestions snd receive
ing instruction, for they wuld have had no teachsr left them.

2o They might have seen Moses ocnlye
This eerbainly would have been a very sad exchange for what they did see; To
have seen Moses only, Moses whose neme is synonymous with law wes 2 great man
and leader, but sspnot coampere with Jegus the Sop of God whose neme ig synony=
mous with loves

3. They might have seen Elijah omly.

Instead of the gentle Jesus, they might have been standing by the side of the
rough=clad and stern-spirited Blijah.

4, They mizht have seen Moses and Elijah with Jesus.

At first it seems that this sight would have been superior %o the one whish was
theirs to enjoy. However, it is vestly betbter to see Jesus only as & matter of
perpetulty tha¥g to see these ot}mr two with Hime
Whet really did happen wes that they "sew no man save Jesus only".
He was with them and with Him they could afford o go back to duty, to work, to trial,
to the sick, to the weary world, to the suffering, to persecuticn, and to martyrdome
They can do =1l things through Hime. He was sll they wented amdé nesded to see for their
comfort. He wes all the Saviour they werted. He was the only Master they needed. He
would eare for them in the future end reward them for thelr services.

In these words we find a clew to the power of their presching ss sposties., That ma-
jestie figure they sew on the mownt became the cenbrel figure to the eye and heert of
the spostles. This One Person cceupiéd their thoughts and inspirved all their most ef-
fective discourses. They saw ip Him "God menifest in the flesh™, snf infinite Pedeewier,
g divine Model of Life, & constant Intercessor, & never-failing Friend.

¥hen Peter delivered hie first sermon st Penteeost, snd when John described his Bube
lime visione on the Isle of Peimos, they dimected sli eyes to the Lenb of God, who tek-
eth ewey the sirs of the woride God owns with the richest success those who present
rwost prominently, "No men save Jesus Only®.

Offen it is given o His followers Lo oome Lo some hour thal exsits Him, to behold
sowe display that gloyifies Him, to share in some experience out of vwhich fleshes the



splepdor of His divinity. As we lock snd listen we glorify the hour snd exslt the
gcenc, We sey, "It is pood to be here", We reeite the splendors of the church, the
power of its message, the sweep of Its irfluence, the wisdom of its creed, Aid 3%
811 we sometimes forpet that quiet figure en the far horizon, the Son of Men vwho hed
not where to ley His hesd. Awid sll the splendors, end trivwmphs of the day, smid the
power, the pemp end progress of the Church, we sometimes forget Jesus. Fe are so fas-
cinnted by the frame we {£il to see the picture. Take Him awsy &nd there is nothing
left. The church sollapses, the oult diss, and elivilization withers. We succeed only
as ocur Work reveasls, honours, exslts, and glerifies Him.

That night long ego when Jesus snd His%isciples gathered around the teble end He
instituted the simple feast kmows ms the Lord's Supper, He seié, "Do this inm remembrence
of me", It seems to me that this cormend meens whepever you keep the supper I went you
tc think of Me. 4s you gather in the communion serviese you must see no man save Jesus
onlye ﬁt is with the hope thet we mey see mo mep seve Jesus only in this service that]
the spesker will now try to picture Jesus only.

ks I atbempt to preise him e sense of woeiul inadequacy fells oppresively on my
heart. This is especislly true as I remewber thatie-

Arebitects, streliping their powers to the uwimost, concelve no dathedrale great enough
for his worship.

Peinters, bholding cargoes of wonders im their brushes, paint no pietures beautiful
enougk to depict Him.

Sculptors, searcbing through all guarries, find no merble white encugh for His brow.
Musidens, ereate no compositionms sweet enough for His hymme of preige.

Orators, whose words are fliphts of golden errows, reach only the ouwtskirts of His
ETeatness. )

Poets, sweeping their thoughts together in poems and dremss, measuye Him bult fesebly.
Writers, wielding vens that sre fountainhesds of s Wiegera, express only a meegre
measure of the honor due Him. . )

“esus only is litereture's loftiest ideal, phileosophy's highest persmselity, criticism's
supyemest problem, theology’s fundementel doobrine, spiritusl religion's cardinpel neo-
cessity. -
Jesus enly is cur necessity in three renlms of life nsmelytee-

1. Material

3. Horel :

For & powsr effectusnl to the stteimment of the highest life all serious souls yearn~-—

Power not frop the esrth, but from the esxthfe Creator

Yot from the sea, but from Him who welked upom their wabers.

Hot from the winds,but from Him who rebuked them into pesce

Wot from the sun, but from Bim whe 1it its fires.

~ Fot from the clouds, but from Him who will return in the clouds.
Ghrist is our ¢nly nscessity for passing from the feverisghness of livirg ¢ the move
biessed experience of life and victory in the reslm oftemcomas :

T. TEE MATERTAL or physicel

The Bible casts glory upen the bedy. "Enow ye not that your body iz ths temple
of the Holy Ghost?" "I beseech you to present your bodies, ete.” PGlorify God.
in your bodies", "He is the Saviour of the body.”
By Him who was made flesh, whose every muscle was & pulley divinely swumg, whose every
nerve was divine handwriting, whese every bone was divine sculpture, the body has been
nede sn instyument of Christ, ' '
Therough the humen mouth God in suthority spoke.
Through the humer eyes God in pity locksd.
Through humen hends God in love wrowght.
Bpon hmaay-feet #6d on errsnds of mercy went.
Through a humen heaxrt God had coupassion.
Tarough humen ears God hearwhwaenityds cryee.
Christ's physical feel no¥y longer press the highweys exnd bypaths of esrth. We must
be his feet.
Wig physiéal eyes no longer look upon cur cities. Ve must be His eyes.
His physical voice no longey cries "Come unto ¥e". We must be his wolce.
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His physicel hsnds no longer minister. We must be His hands.
Hie physical hegrt no longer bests in compession on esrthe We must be his hesrt.
If Christ has a physical or meberisl presence boday, He has it thyough us.
The Ling of Kings, and Lord of Lords has o messege of infinite pesce for the
world, bubt it oust pess, to be most effective, through ouft bodies. Besd Hom. 8:12-14

THE MENTAL | oo Asth e

Jesus only opens the door of hlgh.\.gkhaugﬂrani mewbtal achievement %o y He malms
it so that no matter what mand snd ofreumetances do o you ctiwardlyin the come
penionship of high thoughts. FHe opens the door which nobody cen shut,

The Foman Enpire could put narrew limiftetiens eround Johfs body, bub not eround
Jom¥s mind, Merooned on Pabmos, he saw s ne't:r heaven and & new earth wherein dwell-
eth rightecusness.

In prison Johm Bunysn’s mind roved earth and heaven. fnd he wrote & book thab
esceped that jeil end spoke in ;scrwer to millions ir their own tonpgues. Christ
mede it soe

In the mental reanlm Christ sets before you en opeu door to high and effective
thought, end no man cen shut itees door to straight thirmking., You camot afford
to think ¢rcokedly. & fermer cemmot--if he does he will reap scant harvests.
Hor can the builder--if he does his structure collepses. ¥oy the ertist off his
vieture will be out ¢f propertion. Doctor canmot give medicine correctly or use
knife rightly and do so. The stremgth of chaxecter of Jesus is seen in the great
ninds He dominatedsi-ee : '

1. Gladstone was greet but in Chrisbi-ww
His mighty intellect found anchorage.
His impebtuous temper fownd restrsint.
His versetile personality found fulfiliment.

- 2, Luther wes dsrindy wise nnd coursgeous but Jesus dominated him.

Ze Coalvin told the™iibertires in Gemeve to shoot him ip his pulpit if they
dared, but that he would gladly fall on his open Bible for hig Lcré‘s salke.,
Coursgeous Calvin, but Jesus domineted Hime

4. ¥nox had grest wisdom sand power end his presching mads the Jueen declare
that she feared him more than sll the ammies of Scotland. But Jesus domi-
nated Eroxe

-B. Spurgecn, intellectual gi.s.n“h seared like amiesgle, sang likessa lark, pree-
ching Godfs Gospel. But Jesus domineted his mind,

6+ Carroll, ﬁighty emong the mightiest, reached from p[le to poia with his migh-
ty ménbal wings. DBut Jesus domineted Carroll, |

Te John the Baptist, was & seér who saw cleurly, a hexe: sho dared welisntly &
grest heart wiv felt deeply. But to Jesus he said, "I have need 46 be bap=
tized of thes."”

Jesus is ocur only necessity for frultfulpess and power in the kingdom ofew~

£

4 sound b with & sound wind end & sound hesrt is & Prinity of power.in Hw exe
ercise of which you will find life’s highest axnd largest success. Whet food is

" f¢ the body, air to the lunge, numbers are to methemeties, the sun iz to this wn-

iverse and a thousand times more Christ will be to your life. He will not omly be
our Seviour but leader and comrede. Following His leedership will wnify, concene
trate, satisfy snd conserve life.

"het the hand is to the lube,

What the breath is to the fiute,

Yhat is fregrencs to the smell,

That the spring is to the well,

¥ihet the flower is 4o the bse,

Thet is Jesus Christ to me.

Ehiet the mother o the ohild,
Thoet the guide in pathless wild,
¥What is oil to trotbled wmve,
®hnat ie rensom te the slave,



Thet is w;atéz- to the sesn,
That is Jesus Chyist to me.®

JESUS OHLY,. :
Ee iz enough, He saves, inspires, directs, susteins, emyiches, shares, and

whén our work is over rewards us. After teil is finished it is emeugh if at
the end of the jourmey im the haze of the twilight we shall see Jesus only and
hesr Him say, "Well done, welcome home.” :
~ As in this service we now gathey around His teble, may the face and form of
the best friend we heve diseover themselves to our faith., May we see no men

save JEEUS CHLY.



