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The Conduct of the Phvsiscan

When those fowr friends by means of ropes had lst the bed down f£nto the
rocm where Jeses was tallilng with rabblis of ell the sechools, Jesus receg-
nilzed in thelr sction, ndt an oubtrage upon decensy and propriety, but an
gxceptional expedient fo meet excepbtional difficultise; not presumptious
forwerdness requiring to be shecked, but energetic psrsewsrance dessrve
ing every sncoursgement. :

The Lord read the hesrts of those bearers and saw their faith in Him,
Thelr faith was obvious in the simple fact of thelr sesking His healing
power. ‘heir faith wes seen in their works, 4%t was sleso obvious in
their earnestness and the ldngth to which they went to get him to Jesus.
Jesus also read the heart of the parslytic. He was 'his trembling fear-
fulness, and his conclousness of sin. Farheps the paralytic was more
troubled about his sin than about his sickress. Anyway Jesus knew his
deepest wants., When Jesus gaw the faith of the contrite neart, He said,
Prhy sinz be forgliven thse.® His bestowment of forgiveness was lmwediste,
free, complete, authoritstive and effectusl,

The Co-ovperstion of the Partners

This Ineldent teaches the prineiple of co-operation., The busiress world
hes adopted this principlie and all dividends are bassd upon co=operabim
of machinery and men. The constent effort of each captain aof irdustry is
to secure co-operetion from the men in his emplov. Production is thus
spesded up and grester dividends merk the close of the business FBEY .

The civie bodies of our cities end Lowns keep this se their wetehword,
These bodies render a grest service to dommunity g3 s whols. Thevy come
together weekly to glve consideration to community growthend exransion.
They~ pool thelr interest and pull together for definite ends. They seek
to ereste a spirit of service gnd helvfulness.

Tnis word, "Co-operation™, originally belonged %o ths shurch, which nesds
%0 recover lts own vroperty, and put it into opersbion on 2 larger scale.
The church n:seds co-operation on 2 larger scale and that of a personal
character, This co-operation must go bavond mere chureh sttendance and
writing & check for expenses. It mustge to the pint of nersonsl service
in helping others to coms to Chrisk.

This pessege of scripture empahsizes the imporitance of co-operation
in Christian work. The pallet hed four corners. Ho me pergon could
poasibly carry them all. o it iz with the femilym.the chwwreh, the state,
Bach is & multi-cornered insitliution. The wife or mother MeY e B wohe
derful woman, yet she csnnot make sn $dssl homeherself; the husband and
father must go~operste and so must every child. 4 pastor might heve mueh
of the ability of Feter, Baul snd John, bubt he cannot make an ideal
church by himself; s1) mombers must co-operste to bring about the de=
gired result. )

Why is 1t that a2 hendful of soldiers can disperse and srmwed mob of
twenty iltmes their number? Tt is not because the soldier is phaystioalily
stronger or braver than the civilan, It is because he has lesrnsed to co-
operate. That is what drill mesns, and it sultiplies svery solidier's
efficlency twenty-fold. Some churches have the weskness of & wob. Others
have the strength of any army.

In this paralytic on his way to Jesus, "borne by four® we have pletured
€0 us the mission of the Ghurch bo bring sin-sick humenity to the Ireat
Phyalcan for heallng, and the method &f i1ts accomplishment, through the
so=oparation of 8ll her members, _

Fobte thet svery one of the four had s corner o carry snd he carried it.
Not one of them loafed behind with hie hands in his pocksets. Tach ope had
8 corner. “o it should be %rn the church, Christ's command and wmotto for

-

His church i3 "To gvery man his work.®
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The Tord doss not expect you 0 carry all the corpers. Byt Be does ex-
peck you to carey one. If you are a trus ohlld of God, the Lord has a
corner for you and nobody bub you. I g resl ehlid of Blg, you wllil
never be satisfied £111 yvou zre carrying thet eoshnsr.

Let ps eonsider how we should cerpy our cornsprs.

Coryy xour Corner Cheerfully

Those palici-pDearers wers engeaped in a work thet appesled to the kind-
ness end compassion. To help thet poor vietlm of disesass back to healih
end hepriness was 2 joy snd privilepge. '

and so, Christisns, if you have to contribute an unusuel amount of labor
unvsus 11y herd to sdvarce the cause of Ghrist, do not grumble about it.
Do not whimper snd whine over it. St hes & bed effect 81l the wey sround.
Tt takez the &pring oubt of your own spiritusl step. “hen, It demorallzes

your fellow-workers. Uost unbecoming Is it in & worker for such & cause

and such s ¥aster sg yours. Carry your corner chesrfully.

Goarry Your Corney Stesdlly

Elppose cone of the four men had been @v&rgﬂ%ﬁﬁ@ while let¥ing go of his
corner, every now and then dropping it o atitend to scmething else. IHow
dangerous to the sick men, how annoying o the other carriers, what a
hindranecs to progress such s habit would have been. #nd what & common
habit this is in the chureh, the habit of irregulsrity, of unsteasdiness
in the performsnce of importent duby. Cerry your corner sitesdlly.

Carry sour Corner Pravely )

Then tne tTour men came in sight of the house in which Christ was presch-
ing, they found the entrence blocked with a dense multitude. Impossible
for man to work his way to Jesgus through'the erowd; doubly lmpossible for
Pour men carrying e helpless pearslytic. Had we been one of the four we
might have given it up Pight there and said, "We'lve done wir best and
Pailed: let's caryry him back home.”

Rut there wss no give-up In thosze men. If they cannot get through the
erowd they will get sround it. ‘hey will let the sick msn down through
z hole in the roof into Christls presence. £ bold and originmel plan,
truly: sné & Sgleﬁﬁiéyﬁhﬁﬁﬁiﬁ noid originality in Christisn work, gulded
by wisdon, '
Phat cobjiections Little PFaith could havs raisel "The steircase is boo
steep snd marvow.® FIt will fsil with owr weight.™ "We mey stumble and
drop the sick msn and break his neek.” Thus Little Feith can slways multl
ply objections and megnify difficulties. In all matters of @ty Little
Baith iz 8 cowardly investigstbtor snd & pernlcicus asdviser, as the “ibie
everysners tesches. Well was 1t for the paralytic that his Ifrisnds were

not of the Little Faith breed. Difficuitiss only nervethem to grester

efforts. Tach man of the four takes & fresh grip on his corner. Up the
stairs they press, every muscle braced. Ugt on the roof they go. Soon
the sstonished sudiernce bheneath beholds s helpless form descending, lower
lower, 5111 it liss before the Preacher. With whai joy four faces lock
down to see the ploricus issue of thelir batile with difficulties, thelr
poor friend living right 8§ Jesus’s feet. £And with what answering joy
Jeaus loocks uprat’ them. ueh fai th, that difficultles cannct daunt nor
ohatacles overthrow, ouvr Tord delights %o bless. 1t 1z the measure of
Christisn powsr and frultfulness. ‘
ﬁarr% youwr Corner Praverfully

he four friends might neve cerried their corners ever go cheerfully,
atesdily, bravely, yvet unless followed by Christ's word of power thelr
labor woold heve been vain. A1l their hopes center In Him, For the
success of thelr efforts they are locking to Him snd Him only. Thet is
the spirit in which every ons of us should carry his corner, with his
eve, his faith, his hope fastened on Yhrist, and his heart ever whisper-
ing, "lord, add thgy blessing, for all ow help must come from thee.”
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Carry zour Cornsp ?er@h&apt“y

There were Lnree st tages in the sxperience of those worker
twpogsible, no one but Christ could h®?¢, 2ll cthers had failéd

Second, it was difficult==I1% involved lsbor and &nunﬁ%eine‘ee ”hssa
men hed to pul out thelr time snd strength in order to bring sbout

a blegsing.’ “Third, when placed befors Christ, it wes done. The mirscle
of salvation and healing was &“cﬁmﬁlgsﬁﬁﬁa N

Ye must learn thet we should never glve up. Cyrus Tield was ten vears
‘leying the ftlamtic Cable. “he first time he tried to lower it, the
great rope snapred in mid-ocean; and when they grappled it and brought
it up to the surfece 1t slipped sway from them znd was gone. Not un-
til he had tried theAty times wes the tircless petience of the nroject-
or rewsrded. In iife's school one of the hardest lesscns to learn is
persistence. & resourceful men is one who koeps trying iT he frils
fromithe firat attempt. When others say it iz time to gquit, he savys

it is time to begin., ,

"Thers are three rulss for success. The first is "Co on,” the second

fig ™o on", snd the third iz “0o on® An old colored preaghsr ssid,
“There are three pintss in p@ra%@@?&m@es The fust is tave hold, The
second is, hold on, and third is, never let go.®
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