G0 AND TELL"

"Howbeit Jesus suffered him not, but saith unto him, Go home to thy friends s and tell
them how great things the Lord hath done for thee, and hath had compassion on thee,."
Merk 5:19,

Our subject is teken from the command which our Saviour geve to the msn from whom He cast
the unclear spirits,

I.

II.

The Casze,

As scon as the boat had grounded on the beach and Jesus and the disciples had dis-
embarked, they heard wild cries on the cliff sbove them. Ioeking up, they saw this
dreadful wreck of hemanity rushing down teward them. This ghastly figure had left
his heme and dwelt in the tombs and was the terror of all those who passed by. Fis
hair was long, matted and disheveled. He was practically without clething, His body
wag gashed and bleeding from the wounds made by the stomes with which he had eut himgelf,

It is impossible to acemrately describe him. He dwelt in the tombs and was the terror
of 811 those who passed by. The autherities had attempted to curb him. They had
bound him with chains and fetters, but in the psroxysms of his madness he had torn
the chains in sunder, and broken the fetters im pieces. .On his ankles and on his
wrists were fragments of the chains with which men had tried to bind him and which

he had broken. In his face wss a wild meniacal lock; asnd yet with it &ll--and thst
was the infinite pathos and sorrow if it--the face of a men, made in the imsge of God.

This man had formerly lived in one of the nesar-by villages. One day he began to aeh
strangely; he said strange things, did strange things, and had strange obsessions.

The neighbors began to talk about him snd wendered what his trouvble was., Iocal remedies
and traditiomal cures were itried. But, instead of getting better, the man grew worse,
At length when he became violent and dangerous they laid hands on him and bound him
with heavy iron fetters, but in the strength end fury of his dementia he broke the
chaing as easily as Ssmson broke the ropes with which Delilab had bound him. Then,
unsble to cure him or to secure him, the men of the village banded together and dreve

. him out of the village into the country. There he took up his residence among the

tombs, the caves dug out of the Ilimestone ¢liffs which are still a feature of that
part of the comntry. There, in terrible anarchy snd solitude, the outcast dwelt.,
Much of the time he was rengiag over the hills, crying and howling fearfully, cutting
himself with the sharp flints, terturing his body in the mesi fraitful manner,
frightening seamen who ceme to the shore, and turning hack travelers and merchants
who wanted to pass that way. There the poor wreck and ruin lived--avolded, fesred,
abandonped--a pleture of the devasgtation and lomeliness of sim,.

Sin vnfits eny men for service. It isclates hiwm from his family and from scelety.
This wild and vntameble man was under the power of an mnclesn spirit. He was led to
do unclean things, He dwelt remcte from his fellows, "in the tombs." He exhiblts
human 1ife in its wttermest derangement., :

The Contrast.

Meny of the citizens of Gedara were rich., It is often noticesble how much wretchedness
exists at the same time and in the same place with meterial wealth and mercantile
prosperity, and amid all the beauties of natursl scenery. - This world is a strange
mixture of mercy and wrath; of the besubtiful and the terrible; of plenty and of poverty;
of sorrow and of jJoy; of sunshine and of shower. Here, in the country of the Gadarenes,
with its well-to-do and wealthy inhabitants, apd their profitable herds of swine,

was this wretched creature. While others bought and sold and got gain, he wae a terror
to himself and to all around. While others occupied cemfortable dwellings, he dwelt

in eaverns which sbounded in the district. While others were decently clad, or even
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gorgeously attired, this miserable man refused the decency of raiment, He had lost
21l that could make life desirable. Unclothed, uneared for, he had fallen back into
the condition of savage life. Homeless, houseless, helpless and hopeless, he led a
vagrant life., His agony of mind was dreadful and fearful. His cries made the gloom
of the sepulchre more dreadful. He cut himself with stones, and, by making gashes
in his body, sought to transfer his suffering from the mind to the bedy, or at least
divide it between them. When deprived of his liberty, by a sort of superhuman power,
he plucked them asunder or broke them in pieces, '

Being a2t war with himself, he was paturally wretched, Warring sgainst himself, he
was a stranger to real happiness., That is ever the case. Regardless of one's
circumstances, if he is at war with himself, he will continue te be misersble wunmtil
his confliet is hushed in peace.

He was antisocial. He had separated himself from his fellows., Hé lived alone. Hobody
could live with him. Warring with himself, he also warred with his fellows. Those
torn by strife that is inward are hard to live with, Being umable to live with his
fellows, he did not render any service for them., He was a liability rather thap an
asset, a hindrance rather than a help. Instead of making the burdens of otherz a

bit lighter, he made them the mere difficult.

A demon-possessed person ig under the influence and power of am evil spirit., FHis
thinking is under its mastery; his emotiens respond to ite impulses; and his will
is dominated by the demon. The effect of their mastery is the ruin of the ome possessed,

The Cry.

"And cried with & loud voice, and sald, What have I to do with thee,-Jésus, thou Son
of the most high Ged? I adjure thee by God, that thou torment me not.* Verse 7.

4t congiderable distance the demoniac perceived the perty landing, and he came bownding
toward them. As soon as the diselples saw this monsirous-looking men, and heard his
eries as he came rushing down toward them, they laid hold on the boat and wowmld

have pushed out to sea again, Bub Jesus had no fesr. In fact, this wreck was his
opportunity. Standing His ground, Christ said to the maniac, "Whet is thy nsme?"

In that gquestion there was infinite tenderness and compassion. In him the Master

saw cme who was still s men, who was still a perscnelity, and who had all the possibili-~
ties of manhecod yet within him,

The Command.

- With the voice of unmistakable authority, Chriet uttered a commsnd that brooked no

argument, "Come out of the man, thou unclean spirit." At His word there burst forth
from the vietim a most fearful shriek. At omce the taut, tense muscles of the wild
man's arms relaxed. The sharp, bleody stones dropped from his hands, The wild look
faded from his face, and the lock of reason took its place.

On the steep hillside nearby there was a herd of some two thousand hogs feeding, with
the herders watching them. The evil spirits requested Christ to permit them to enter
the gwine. In response to their appeal, He gave His consent and seid, "Go." DBut
even the hegs were unhappy asnd miserable with the demons in them, This shows that
mankind, alas, can sink to lower depths than that of the lewer animals, Beasts don't
behave like men, Men often descend to far greater depths than the beasts. So, over
the ¢liff and in & mad rush the swine went, and the whole herd was drowned in the sea.

The Change.

As soon as they had seen the drowning of the hogs, the swineherds ran into the village



¥i.

-3

and told everybedy what had taken place. Just as people today rush to see a wreck or
a fire or any other disaster, so they rushed out of their homes and over the fields
and hille and down to the edge of the cliff, where they saw some of the drowned swine
already floating on the surface of the sea.

Then, they went over to whero the men whom Christ had healed was sititing at the feet
of the Sam‘.eur, elothed and in his right mind, That is where everyone goes to sit,
who is in his right mind. Nobody is in his right mind until he sits at the feet of
Jesus, I care not if he knows ten times as much as the average doctor of philosevhy.
What a transformation or change! He had gome from the companionship of demonms to the
fellowshlip of the Saviour. Ko man who is really in his right mind wouwld choose the
cem§&MOnship of Satan instead of the companionship of the Son of God. That is self-
evident,

"And the unclean spirlts went oubt." The madman ceme to his right mind; the maniae
was temed; his reason was restered; his flerceness was subdued; the anguish of his
spirit had subsided; his wild cries had ceased; his self-inflicted bodily wounds had
been healed; his tempest-tossed soul had received peace, Wher people have peace with
God, they have peace within and peace with others. '

Whet matters if two thousand hogs are drowned, simce a soul has been set free from

the eruel deminion of Satan? How much is a man better than a hog? What a wonderful
thing the Iord had done for him! He is right with God, right with men, and right

with life. What a change! In healing the demen—pessesaed man Christ had conferred

a great blessing not only upon him but upen the whole community by delivering them
from the fear of the wild mapiac who had always threatemed their lives. But they
cared nothing fer that., All they could think of was the loss of their hegs. "They
besought Him that He would depart out of their eoasts." He had brought great blessings
to them, but they asked Him to leave, and He did so. :

The Commissgion.

"Howbeit Jesus suffered him not, but saith unto him, Go home to thy friends, and tell
them how great things the Lord hath done for thee ’ and hath had compassion on thee,"
Maxk 5:19.

Our Ierd stevped inte the boat in order to go oversea. Just as He wag asbout to go

from the place, the saved man naturally and humbly elung te his Deliverer, and begged
Him to let him ge and be with Hin. He loved his Savicur and thought that he could ,
show his love for Him by going with Him, Out of gratitude te his Deliverer and Savieur,
he said, "lord, I will follow Thee whithersoever Thou goest; I will be Thy constant
companion and Thy gervant; permit me so to be.m

1. A desire denied.
"Howbeit Jesus suffered him not." What a strange denial! When the demons asked
Jegsus to let them ge into the swine, He gave His permission. When the eitigzens
asked Jesus to get out of their coumtry, He granted their reguest. Bubt when a
poor fellow who had been saved asked Christ tsg let him go with Him, He refused

to grant his request.

2. 4 duoty demanded. :
In substance Christ said, "Nol T esteem your metive; it 1s one of gratitude to
Me; but if you would show your gratitude, go home to thy friends, and teli them
how great things the Lord hath done for thee, and hath had compession en thee,®
The saved man loved Christ amd thought he ecould show his love for Him by going
with Him, BHe believed that he could show his gratitude to Him by being His attendant.
He was exceedingly anxious to do something for Him Who had cast out the demons,
so he thought he would be the happiest men om earth if he covld only wait on
Christ, He wanted to be with Him end tsught by Him. In addition to being His



-d -

diseipls, he wanted to be with as a comrade. What is better than being with
Christ? It is better to be working for Him,

Christ put the man's duty above his desire, beantiful and commendable though that
desire was. He commissiened him to go home and to tell his loved ones and his
friends what the Iord had done for him and for others like him. He assigned him
a guiet and unosteﬂtatic}us work. He could be fer more mseful telling of Christ
in his own home and smong hie own people then he could by travelling about with
Christ. So, the lord teld him where to go and what to do. His work was te begin
at home. A1l true work for God commences there, His work was to be found among
0ld acquaintances, Some of them had scorned him., Others had hated him, and per-
haps ill-treated him. But all resentment in him was to be conquered by God's
grace, and to those whe had known him at his worst he was now te speak for Christ,
Such witness-bearing is the mest difficult, but the most effective. John the
Baptist told the penitents around him to go back te their old spheres, and to
prove their repentance by their changed lives and spirit amid their old temptationms.
So, when this men was saved, he was sent first to his own house and friends. So,
let 811 grace from Christ begin to tell a2t home, If it eannot win its way there,
it certainly lacks vital force.

B}‘ate that it was a story of personsl experlence thaet wes demanded. You are to

g0 home and tell, not what you have believed, but what great things the Lord

kath done for you. It is net; "Tell thy friends how great things thou hast done
thyself, but how great things the Ierd hath dome for thee." It must be a story
told by a poor sinmer who feels himself not teo have deserved what he has received--
"how He hath had compassion on thee." Do not tell John Bunyan's experience, but
tell your own. If Christ has dome great things for thee, be ever ready to speak
of it, Tell it humbly and earnestly. Iet others see that you mean it. There
must be the witness of the life, of course; but there must alsc be the wilneas

of the lipe as well. "Return to thine own house, and shew how great things God
hath done unto thee. And he went his way, and published throughout the whole eity
how great things Jesus hath dome unto him." Iumke £:39. "Go home te thy friends,
and tell them how great thimgs the Lord hath deme for thee." It is good to read,
%o prey, to go to. church, but that is not all--"Ge and Tell." They must hear if
they are to be maved. The Lord commands us to go, Something in us as deep as

life says we must go. Many expect us to come,

A man who had been saved in one of Spurgeon's services ecame to him after the meet-
ing and expressed the desire to go out apd do Christisn work., Spurgeon locked

2t him and said, "What are yom?" The man ansvered, "I am an engine driver." "Is
the stoker a Chrigtien?" said Spurgeon. "No," the men answered. "Then there,

in your engine, with the stoker working et your side, is your field of duty ard
epportunity.”

It was better for the saved man that Christ denied his requmest. It was better
for the manis friends, Tt was better for the land in whieh he lived. If Christ
had permitted him to follow Him, the whole reglon of Decapolis would have remalned
in darkness. |

Tn his charscteristic way Christmas Evans described this man going home, He
pictured one of the children looking out of the window, and cmng, "Wh, mother,
father is coming!®™ "Nol then she cries, "come and help me." They gather every-
thing they can move, and roll it against the deor. They barricade the windows,
and wife and family stand within trembling for whal the man may do--just as some
poor wives end children today have to tremble when drunken busbands, or sons, come

home,

The man comes nearer, and one of the children says, '"Why, mother, it is father,
but he is different. Iook at his clothes, Iock at his eyes. He is not like
we have known him for some time. Iook &t him.®
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At last he knocks at the door, and says, "Wife, let me in. It is your husband,

I don't blame you for being afraid. I am not surprised that you and the children
are terrified. But I have a story to tell you. I am not the man you knew, - Since
you saw me last I have met with Jesus Christ, anmd the demons have left me, and

I am in my right mind., Won't you let me. in?! Even then, greatly fearing, they
open the door, and he walks in, and takes his wife in his arms, and they weep
together in their new-found joy. Then the children ecome to him, and he takes
them one after another into his arms, and covers them with his kisses, as he says,
"You won't need to be afraid of father any more. Iow have a mew father, We will
heve & new home, you and mother and I, Jesus will come and meet you, and we will
have Him here in our heme. We will net have demons any more, but we will have
the Son of Ged."

Thet miracle has been repested times without mumber. What a blessing it is te
know that this same Christ is with us sti11] He still has the same power. He
is able to bresk our chains, and to set prisoners free, '



