NEW TESTAMIENT BAFTISM

"And it came to pass in those deys, that Jesus ceme from Nazareth of Galilee, and was bap-
tized of John in Jordan. And straightwsy coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens
opened, and the Spirit like 2 dove descending upon him: And there came a voice from heaven,
saying, Thou art my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.® Mark 1:9-11.

In presenting the teachings of the Word of God concerning baptism, we must be frank, faith-
ful and versistent. Thus far, in our studies together, we have discovered that baptism is
the immersion in water of a believer in Christ upon a profession of faith in Hin as Saviour
and Lord. No reputable scholar of any denominstion will deny that New Tesisment baptism

is immersion.

We also studied the question, "Why was the Lord Jesus beptized?" We discovered that He was
baptized in the Jordan River to show forth His death, His burial and His ressurection. His
obedient children are baptized for the same object that Christ Jesus was, namely, to picture
His atoning work. Anything which does not portray the death, burial and resurrection of
Christ is not beptism, no matter who may call it that. When our Lord was baptized, it was
God's child being baptized, Cod's man doing the baptizing, God's method by which it was
done, and God's purpose for which it was done.

I. Who Should Be Baptized?
We recognize that thers has been endless controversy on the guestion as to who are the
proper subjects of “baptism. On this question the scriptures are very simple and plain.,
Only because-of departure from the plain teaching of the Word of God on this subject,
there has been some confusion in the minds of people. In this, as in all- other religious
matters, we accept the Word of God as the final suthority.

Who, then, does the Bible say, should be baptized? who is to be baptized, a believer
or an unbeliever, a child of God or a follower of Satan? The answer is very plain.
Any reader of the New Testoment will observe that only believers in Christ are the
proper subjects of baptism. The tezchlng of the Hew Testament is uniform on this sub-
ject.

In the Great Commission Christ said that we are to meke disciples e2nd then to baptize
them. *Go ye therefore, and tesch all nations, baptizing them in the name of the
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost." Matthew 28:19. They are to be baptized
after they are saved, and never befors., In every case of New Testement baptism sal-
vation preceded the ordinance of baptism, "“When therefore the Lord knew how the Phari-
sees had heard that Jesus made and beptized more disciples than John, {Though Jesus
himgself baptized not, but his discivles.)" John 4:1-2. “Then they that gladly re-
ceived his word were baptized: 2and the same dey there were added unto them sbout three
thousand souls." Acts 2:41, Were those who were thus baptized and added to the church
on the day of Pentecost believers or unbeslievers, saved or unsaved? The answer is
clear and unmistaiable. They were saved. Concerning those Samsritans who heard Philip
preaching, we 2re told, "But when they believed . . . they were baptized, both men

and women." Acts 8:12. Vhen Thilip and the Ethiopiesn eunuch were riding along in the
chariot, readings the scriptures and talking =bout them, "They came unto a certain
water: and the eunuch said, See, here is water; what doth hinder me to be baptized?
And Philip said, If thou believest with 211 thine heart, thou mesyest. And he answered
and azid, I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God." Having beern saved by the
Lord Jesus Christ, the eunuch was beptized.

Take the conversion of Saul of Tarsus. Was he beptized bafore he was seved or zfter
his salvation? ILet the scriptures meke answer. "And Ananizs went his way, and entsred
into the house; &nd putting his hends on him said, Brother Seul, the lord, even Jesus,
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that apvesred unto thee in the way as thov camest, hzth sent me, that thou mightest
receive thy sight, and be filled with the Holy Ghost. And immediately there fell from
his eyes as it had been scales: &and he received sight forthwith, and arose, and wes
bavtized." Acts 9:17-18. It is plain that Saul of Tarsus was &z believer in Christ
and a child of God before he was bavtized by Ansnias. ¥What about the Philippiesn
jailor? Let the Word of God spesk. "Then he called for a light, and sprang in, and
came trembling, and fell down before Paul and Siles, And Dbrought them out, =nd satd,
3irs, whet must I do to be saved? And they said, Belleve on the Lord Jesus Christ,
and thou shalt be saved." Acts 16:29-31.

Alweys the gceriptural order is salvetion and then baptism and church membership. The
Few Testament indicates that beptism wes sdministered only to those persons who had
repented of their sins and believed on the Lord Jesus Christ as their personsl Saviour.
In order for 2 baptism to be vslid and scriptural the candidate must be a child of
God. Otherwise, it csnnot be beptism, even though it may be an immersion.

That the only proper subjects of New Testament baptism are persons who have trusted

the Lord Jesus Christ as their personal Saviour is supported by the very nature of the
Christian religion and by the history of Christisnity. The prectice of restricting
baptism to believers in Christ hss always been a protest sgainst the unscriptural dogma
of baptismal regeneration and against the whole theory of sacramental grace. Since
only those who can give credible evidence of regeneration zrs proper subjecta for bap-
tism, unsccountable infents snd the Lnsaved are not gquslified. DPecause btelievers only
ere commanded to be baptized, infents and eny others who are unable to have moral judg-
ments becsuse of Lnsound mind cannot te baptizéﬂf%cripturally.

Believert!s baptism puts the blood of Christ before the baptismal waters, regenerstion
before baptism, and Christ before.the church. It emphzsizes salvstion by grace through
faith, end not by works. - This glorious doctrine is the one for which many of our
forefethers were persecuted, cast inté prison and burned at the stake. '

Why Should Believers Be Baptized?

All men should repent of their sins and veligve on the Lord Jesus Christ as the only
means of salvation. And 21l believers in Christ sre under obligstion to obey their
Lord's commend to confess Him before men in baptism. No one who trusts Him for salva-
tion can lightly esteex His authority, or willingly disregerd Eis command to be bapiized
It will never te wrong for one to insist on doing 2 thing &s his Savicur did it and as

He commancéed it to be done.

Sometimes Eaptists are accused of believing thsat nobody csn be 2 Christisn without
being baptized. This charge is wholly without foundation in fact. How strange that
this charge survives from gensration to generstion, notwithstanding the fact thet no
Beptlst was ever hesrd to avow such a belief, and that no one who mskes the charge ever
heard it from Reptist lips, read it in a Baptist beok, or saw it in a Baptist peper.
Cur contention has alwsys been to the contrary, namely, thet no ordinesnce hss anytking
whatever to do with sevirg snybody. Paptism is not =2 mesns of galvation for any soul.
It was never meent to save anybody. There are many Christians smong the unbeptized.
The scriptures do not teach that taptism has any seving efficacy, and for anyone to
teach that it has is to rob the blood of Christ of its unigque merit.

It is & fzct to te deplored thet multitudes of professing Christians regerd berptism ss

a matter of little or no importance and decline to give it the considerztion which it
merits ea an integral part of the New Tesitament. If the prominence given in the scrip-
tures to sny subject ia 2 test of its importence, surely, the subject of basptism is in
the estimate of the Holy Spirit en extremely important doctrine. HNo professing Christisa
should ever regerd bartism &8 utnimportant. :
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then, should believers be Leptized?

To do what Christ did.

That which Christ d&id should not te trezted with indifference by anybody who pre-
tends to be Fis follower., There is only one thing that 2 believer cen do es per-
fectly &s Christ did. He centt speak as He did for no man ever speke as our Lord.
No men cen live a sinless 1ife 2s Fe lived. No¢ man can perform the miracles which
Ee did. 3But every bellever cen welk down into the baptismel waters snd -be buried
in the likeness of his Lord's death and be raised in the likeness of His resur-
rection. VWhy should eny believer in Christ hesitate to do what his Saviour did?
His exemple was perfect, and therefore right for everybody whom He hes saved.
"apnd it ceme to pess in those deys, that Jesus came from Nezereth of Galilece, and
was beptized of Jokn in Jordan." Mark 1:9.

To Tlesse Cod the Fsther.

"And straightway coming up out of the water, He sew the heavens opened, znd the
Spirit like a dove descending upon Eim: And there came 2 voice from heszven, saying
Thow art My beloved Son, in whom I em well plessed.® Mark 1:10-11. tWhen our
Savicur submitted to the besutiful ordinsnce of baptism, making it the initisl act
in His public minisiry, the Heavenly Father declared His approval end expressed
Eis pleesure. Ii we, who are His children, would grow in grece, and enjoy the
smile of God's spproval, ocur atititude to His Word and Will must never te that of
choosing whet we like znd refusing what we do not like, It is wonderful to have
the privilege”of doing thet which our Lord did and thereby please God in it.

fAnd Jesus, when he was baptized, went up straightway out of the water: and, lo,
the heavens were opened unto him, &nrd he saw the Spirit of God descending like 2
dove, end lighting wupon him: And lo & voice from hesver, saying, This is my be-
loved Son, in whom I am well plessed." Matthew 3:16-17.

To chey the commend of Christ.

- The most solemn, comprehensive and perpetual commission ever given by the Lord

Jesus Christ is that recorded in the Gospel according to Matthew, "Go ye therefore,
ané teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son,
and of the Holy Ghost: Teaching them to observe 211 things whatsoever [ have com-
manded you: and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world.®
Matthew 28:19~-20,

This Greet Commission mekes it the imperative duty of every child of God %o be
baptized. Faptism is commesnded with emphasis, 2nd enforced by recurring exsmples
in the New Testament. All of the believers mentioned in the New Testament were
baptized, except the thief who died on the cross without en opportunity to be bep-
tized after Christ saved him. Faptism is obligetory on every child of God. Can
one refuse that which Christ has commanded and at the gseme time cell Him Lord?

If one imegines that such a course is possible, Christ says tc such a person,
"Why c2ll ye me, Lord, Lord, and do not the things which I say?" Iuke 6:46.
Ubedience to Christ is one of the laws of the Christien 1ife, 28 well as one of
the secrets of blessing.

To confess one's faith in Christ. .

Enlightened people are not baptized in order to be saved. They know that baptism
does not possess any magical power to convert and to save the soul. They know
that bvaptism does not possess any power to remit sin, to change the heart, to save
the soul, or to sanctify ithe spirit. They know that if baptism was essential to
salvation, then the preacher would be a8 necessary as Christ. Intelligent and
instructed people know that their salvation does not depend on water or sny preach-
er. They know that if beptism is essentizl to salvation, then Jesus Christ never
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saved anybody dirscily, becruse He never bevtized anyone. If bavtism is essen-
tizl to salvation, then Psul mislead the Philiprian jailor, for.he $o0ld him %o

‘telieve on the Lord Jesus Christ znd he would be saved. All of us know thet bap-

tism dces not wash away sins, because we heve known various people who were meaner
efter bsptism than they were before. 1If it tekes water to wash away sins, whet
zbout the sins committed between beptism and death? Isn't it strange that no

one who is baptized to be ssved claims to have &an experience of grace or to be
gseved? TFortunetely, meny who formerly claimed that taptism is essential to sal-
vation are now ashemed of the fact that they once believed that perniciocus doctrins
A%t tke seme time they rejoice over the fzet that they heve come into the light

and ere rejoicing in God's truth. After all, if beptism is for the remission of
sins, for whet wes Christ baptized?

To prove onels loyalty to Christ.
As an 2¢t of obedience to Christ, the recertion of baptism dbrines joy, setisfaction
and comfort to the soul. The belisver feels that in btevfism he hrs come out openly

" before the world znd committsd himself to Christ for definite Christian service.

This gives to the sririt a morzl triumph and fills it with boundless peace. Bap~ ~
tism is the announcement to the world thst the recipient considers himself dead

to his old life of sin =2nd that henceforth he expects to live 2 genuine Christisn
life. To be baptized is to acknowledge Christ's leadershin, to enter His army,

to swesr sllegisnce to Eim as Lord end Master in 2 reverent and public manner.

" Bo professed Christiam hes any right to regard baptism as wnimportent. Christ

exnlicitly declsred thet by beptism men should confess Him as Saviour and-Tord. -
To indicate that this ordinence is noi importani is to assert thet disobedience

to Christ is permissible and that & witnessing faith is not essential, OQur blessed
Lord ssid, "If ye love Me, keep My commandments." John 14:15. *He that hath My
commandments, and keepeth them, he it is that loveth Me: &nd he that loveth Me
shell be loved of My Father, and I will love him, and will manifest myself to

-him." John 14:21., ¥“In the keeping of Eis commandments there is great rewzrd."

RBantism is a test of loyalty to Chrigt. Loyalty to Christ requires that we obey
Eis commandments., This forbids our setting them aside for convenience, for per-
sonzl comfort, or to plesse others.

A little siek child, desiring to be baptized, said, "Mother, I hope I wontt die
tonight.% #¥hy?" inguired tke mother. The child replied, "Because I haven'i Leen
baptized." “Do you think baptism will save youl" asked the mother. "Ch, no,"
said the child, "I am already saved, for I am trustirg in Jesus, but I wouldnlt
like to go to heaven without doing what the Lord told me to do." Vhy shounld any~
body want to go to Leaven without doing whet the Lord Jesus Christ told him or

her to do? ,

To dremstize the gospel of Christ.

Our Seviour was baptized to picture His stoning work. ZREaptism represents Christ's
desth and burial for our gins, and His resurrection from the dead for our justi-
fication. The gist of the gospel of Christ 1s that HZe fied for our sins, was
buried and rose ngsin. The child of God dramatizes thils gospel in his baptism.
Death, burizl and resurrection ars dramatized by the believer in his baptism. The
Christisn symbolizss his death to sin when he goes under the water snd his rising
to walk in newness of life when he comes up out of the water. Thus, we can pro-
claim the gospel in action as well as in speech.



