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THE ARISTOCRACY CF SERVICE.

Merk 10:35-45

b short time Before the crucifixion, our Lord and His disciples were going up to Jeru-
salem. As they went 2long together, for the third time Jesus told them of His approach-
ing de=zth end resurrection. A&s wes His custom, vhen fle spoke of His dezth He 2lso empha~
sized the fact thet He would rise agein, Although Hé had been teaching His disciples
thet He wes going to suffer and to die for them end for 21l those who should believe on
Him, they were thinking of their own selfish interests.

The Reguest, Merk 10:35-37,

On this journey Jesus was confronted with 2 case of self-seeking from the inner circle
of the disciples who were desrest to Him and Trom whom He had expected the most. James
snd John were ambitious to obtain prominent places in Christls kinglom. They were
striving for self-exaltation. Ambitlon is not in itself wrong, but when it becomes so
extreme thet it projects self forward at the expense of others, it is selfish and sine
ful, James znd John displayed shrewdness in plenning first to get 2 pledge from their
Lord, 2nd then to meke their request. Vhen they mede their appeal 1t wes just as
earnest and definite as words could mske it, They esked Him to pledze Himself in ad=-
venee to give them whetever they might desirve. They were attempting to get a sort of
blank check from Jesus for future benefits, in order thet they might fill it in as
they desired. Dut the Lord does nol issue such cheecks, :

Their request was 2 very extraordinary one, both ss to the menner and the metter of it,
that they would ask ond expect Him %o promise them this before they declesred the psrile-
ular fevor they had to ask of Him. When Jesus asked whel It was they desired, they
bluntiy said, "Grent unto us that we way sit, one on .thy right hand, snd the other on
thy left hend, in thy glory.® They wanted their thrones to renk next to Christls throne.
They did not regerd the interests of Christ, but they were extremely interested in self-
edvencement., "In honor preferring one another" wes ruthlessly ignored by them. Their
desire for the privilege of reigning with Christ wes praiseworthy, but their request for
preferred positions wes selfish and mede in viter ignorance of God's plan. It is God's
plen to give His children revards, not 2ccording to their selfish desires, but sccording
to their faithful service. Instesd of considering the will of God end His glory, all
that was involved in their request wes the matter of pleces of preeminence for themselves.
You mey sey, "What boldness snd arrogencel" TYes, bubl rest assured thet self-sesking
alusys leads to bold end impudent self-zsseriion.

How sed Jesus must heve been, on sccount of their selfishness!. Instesd of thinking
sbout the herd things thet were 2bowt to happen to Jesus, and getbting resdy to be His
broeve followebs, they were thinking only of e=n essy thing for themselves, How could
they heve been thinking so much of themselves while Jesus wes expisining ebout His
desth? And mind you, they were Christisn meh., They loved Christ, and they had left
21l to follow Him. But, their reguest revesled the fact thst they had not won the
victory ever the sin of gelfishness.

The Reply. Merk 10:38.

In His reply to their ill-sdvised recuest, Jesus was very considerate of their weakness.
He did not expetiste upon their folly snd feault. He did not consure them. 411 He said
wes thet they did not know the significence of the thing they asked, With grief in His
hesrt and pathos in His voice, Jesus replied, "Ye know mot whet ye ask.® There is » ser-—
mon in those words. As fer ss the end was concerned, they knew for what they were asking.
What they did not kuow wes the mesns by which the desired end must be attelined, They 4id
not understand the cost of the plsces of honor they had reguested; the suffering thet
preceded the glory.
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Freguently, we pray glibly for certein things without realizing what we must fece if God
enswers our preyers. We prav to CGod for petience, for holiness, to be mede more 1ike ocur
blessed Lord; snd when God begins to answer our prayers by leading us into the furnace of
affliction, we begin to complain. a

To teach them what wes involved in their recuest, Jesus inguired, "Can ye drink of the
cup thet I drink of? and be baptized with the baptism thet I am baptized with?"

The Response. Mark 10:39-40.

Quickly they responded, "We can,” even forgetting to add "by thy help.” Their ignorence
snd self-confidence stood oub very prominently in their reply. They revenled their
ignorsnce of themselves when they declared their ability %o drink ithe cup® of His inward
sufferings, snd "to be beptized with the beptism® of the outward sufferings imposed upon
Him by others. However, it is wsll to remember that James became the first meriyr of the
apostolic group, and John waes the last one of them to lay down his life for Christ,

The‘Resentment. Mark 10:41.

We do not wonder thest the other ten disciples were disburbed when they learned thst

Jemes snd John had been trying to siesl a march on them by esking for the chief places

in the kingdom. Their indignstien was natural because they thought zn unfeir adventage
had been teken of them. They were incensed st the assumption thet these itwo were superior
to the other ten. Im reslity, all were alike and erch was desirous of the chief plaee for
nimself. As a rule, it is our own fzulte that we condemn most when we see them mirrored
in others. If the twec had had the right spirit, they would not heve msde their request.
On the other hend, had the ten have had the right spirit they would only have thought

the two hsd acted foolishly and been sorry for them, but they would have done 1litlle

more than ignore the whole affazir. Inste=d, being angry, they showed their resentment

by their looks, by their words, m=nd by their actions.

The Requirement. Mark 10:142-45.

Jesus wes grieved that among His disciples, whom He expected to love each other, there
should be jezlousy and gusrreling. Hes it ever dawned on you, that nesrly all church
troubled come sbout by one of more members heving a desire to be honored and %o rule
and to be plessed instead of desiring to serve and to help. '

It is interesting to note how Jesus deslt with the situstion. Determined to nip their
bickering in the bud, He reminded them that =ambition for power over men belongs to the
world, In His Kingdom ambition ie to be for service only, and not dominion, Accord-
ing to His measurements, & disciple is great if he renders great service. Gresitness
consists in the extent and quality of our service. If suy men desires %o be great in
the day when rewsrds are meted out, let him see to it that in this life he takes 2
lowly place of loving service on behelf of his fellow believers, letting the love of
Christ be his impeliling motive.

The rezl root of the disputé thet had erisen wes £ wrong ides of greatness, and in this
wrong ides they 211 shered. They all thought thst the merk of greatness is 2 position

 of power; and this power they all coveted. If Jeames and John hed had the right idea of

greatness they would not have asked for the big positiens a2s they thought them to be.
But had the other diseiples hed the right ides, they would not, they would not have bemn
so engry with Jemes and John., They might heve thought them foolish end felt sorry for
them, but they would hsve done 1little wore than ignore the whole aifair.

They were all wrong together. Greatness, ss Jesus 4t0ld them, does not consist in the
power we have over others or the position of honor or suthority we win. It consists in
the extent and quaslity of ouwr service. If we think of the position we win as the msrk
of our grestness, we sre merely copying the pagans. Ue ere eccepting the world's
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stendard of worth. The principle of Christ's Kingdom is very different. Our rank in
God's realm is decided by the spirit of our service.

By successive steges our ideas of aristocracy have been changing., The oldest form of
aristoeracy wes thet of birth. ILster, came the aristoeraey of money, where the badge of
grestness wag the size of = men's bank account., It still lingers. Whet is he worth?
still mesns, how much money does he have? A man meay not have ruch money, but the coveted
thing is to hsve & position in which he can meke his will preveil or dominste others,

. The resl aristocrzey is thet of service. ~That wes one of the revolutionsry idess of
Christ's tesching. On its acceptence or rejection the pregress of sociely depends.

Our full acceptance of this ides demends & chenge in our valuation of people, and of our
attitude to money and status. Money still renks high #s our messure of & men's value.
Power ronks oven higher. Few people’ can withstand the fascination. To be sble to make
things hsppen, to sway the minds of men, to coerce those who oprose vs still intoxicates
meny peovle. Men fight for positions of influence and prestige. Vitel decisions mpy be
made, not on the grounds of whether they are right or wrong, but es the outeome for a
struggle for power. The love of power is at least as corrupting as the love of money,
and cen be far more dangerous. The pover motive is 211 the wored eadly when it is dis-
guiged as the desire to serve,

he resl test comes when someone gets the plsce we hold, or when those we sre serving
re¢’ect our help or our sdvice. How do we take 117 Do we sccept the lowlier place with-
ot the sense of wounded vride or persohal grievence? The reality of our service, like
thet of Christ, is messured by our self-forgetfulness.

The spirit of service is the secret of happiness. It is the shortest rosd out of self-
centered living. Two women were talking of 2 mutusl friend., "How she guf fered I® said
one. "But how happy she wes!® rejoined the other. "Yes," said the first, "but she wes
alweys thinking sbout others.® That was 2 simple conversation, but it contains end of

the decpest secrets of 1ife. Re=l joy in service springs from the spirit of that service,
the willingness to spend or to be spenit for others in the service we do. If we are on the
outlook for recogniition or prestige, we lay curselves open to wouided self-esteem whenever
our plens are thwaried, as they are almost sure to be. If we are genuinely sesking ‘o
serve others, there will not be any poison in the wound, It is the Jove of pover that
gives rise to jeslousy end rivelry. If we only believed that "all service renks the same
with God," the place we hold will make little difference to our happiness or satisfaction.
s we follow Christ we zwsken to the nesds of others, for He is one with them. To serve
others in His name and for His sske c2p bring the best out of us. That alone can give us
a purpose and a patiern for living that will satisfy and will endure.

Tt is in the panks of those who serve thet we find the true aristocrscy, whatever the
service be. When we siend before the judgment seat of Christ there will be some suroprises.
Ve shell find that it is often the lowly, and the obscure, who weer the badges of honor.
In one of his piectures of Christ, Psul tells us thet "He made Himself of no reputation,
but took on Him the form of o servent.' Then he went on to sey, "Wherefore God hath
highly exalted Him."

Christ suggested thet the humblest service constituted the highest dignity. He 8aid that
the highest place in His kingdom was eppointed for the man whe rendered the best service,
who could endure the most suffering, and who could meke the greatest sscrifice. Herein
lies the secret of ultimete success, 2 principle which the world rejects becsuse it is

too costly.

If a1l church members could only see that "all service ranks the same with Cod,® the
positions they occupy would not meke eo much difference to them. Real joy in service
springs from # willingness to spend or 1o be spent for Christ in the service of others.
In Christ's Kingdom the highest plece is provided for the person who renders the best
service, who endures the most suffering, and who makes the grestest gaerifices.



