CHRISTYE POUER TO RENEW WITHERED LIVES

Herk Zrl-8

Kear the close of the second yesr of owr Lord's earthly ministry devk clouds were gather-
ing about Him, There wee 2 widespread interest in His presching. ¥hile “ithe common
people hesrd dim gladly®, the rulersg were pitterly ocpposed to Him., They were agsinst
Him bheesunge He Peiled to meet their cherished views.of the Messish. They expscled Him
to come in & royal memner, but Jesus wee the som of 2 cerpenter. Amcther resson for
their epposition wss His Ademumelation of their pet sinsg for, in spite of their ceremonizl
genetity, they wers given %o usury, uwncleamness and a general disregerd of the spirit of
the lsw. They despised Him beeause He wss "the friend of publicans snd sinners.” But
the srowning offense of Jesus in their eyes wes His contemptucus Alsregard of their fabe
bath vresoripts. The Ssbbath wes thelr fetish, so they hed sddad numercus end burdens
some retuirements with which the Lord Jesus had no sympsthy nor patience.

ur sceripture lesson conisins the reeord of a very interesting snd imsirucetive miracie
which wes wrought by owr Lord om the Sabbath, and which ofFerrded the prejwiice, and lu-
eressed the hostility, ef the Pherisess. On that particular Sebbath, Jesus entered s
sypagogue, in 2 plece vhich is mot mentioned by name, in orfer to pariicipates in its wor-
ship. In the large group a2ssembled there was & mon with s withered hand, ‘

We do not know much about this man. Probebly he wes there in the hope of mesiing Jesus,
of whom he hed hesrd meny things, an? of vhose habil of attending the synsgogue he was
aware, It is slse ouite rrebeble that he wss a regulsr attendant at the symagogve, not-
withetanding his Alsebility, He nmight heve heard sbout the venderful cures Jesus had .
wrought, end have come to the synagogue on this perticuler Sabbsth hoping to receive heal-
ing from Bim. Without understanding the reason for it, it iz guite evident thet his hend
was withered and useless, It appearz thet the men hed suffered from infantlile parslysis
or sume kindred trouble. His condition msy heve been the result of sn sccident, or of
some . contracted digesse. He could mot extend his fingers er grasp tools of any kind,

Ye A6 not know what soused his hend to wither. It could have been the result of sin. In
I Kings 13 is & record of & man's aym withering because he lifted it agsinst Godls pupe
nose. dJerchosm wes sngry because God sent His provhet to interfere with him, Vhen he
raise? hiec hend in Asfisnee ageinst God and ordered his officers to srrest Godls prophet,
instantly his srk withered snd stood cut helplless sc that the wicked king ecould not even
drap it et his side, ‘ :

Thie story of Jerchosu end the stery of the men with the withered hand are typieal of

whiat we cmn see shout us every dey in the higher realn of the intellectusl snd spiritusl
1ife, One of the saddest things we see iz the withered lives of men and women who, highly
endowed of God sn® Titted to be of grest inflvence and power to bless men and women about
them, have drisd up, and, though not yet buried, are living in 2 state of withered use-
lessness. S .

Two things about this man ave impressive ~— his dlsability and the Tact thel he sought
the place of worship. When Jesus entered that synagogue Hie attention wes immedistely
drawn to this msn whoze hsnd wes atrophied., Me wes moved with compassion toward this
poty working men, whow treditior says wee @ stons-mason, who ka4 lowt the use of his right
hand, snd with it 21l hope of ever beimg & useful member of scciety again, In the eyse of
the Ssvicur, the most appeeling figure in thet whole sssembly wes that laborer whom no
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employer wonld ever think of hiring. There may have been meny people of importence in

the symegogue that day, men of wmesns, men of culture, snd men of influence, ut only one
wes seiected Tor the Musteris Ffaveur. And 1t was not his grestmess that aitracied Chrigt's
atiention, but his weskmess. Hie only elsim to notice was his need. He wsz 2 cripple.
he conesrrn of the Sevicur iz not with the men who is whele an? who has need of nothing,
ot with the poor, the friendless, the afflicted, snd the outesst.

Likewise, our most sbirsctive feature in God's sight le our need, How meny of us would
fain be Aistinguished by other things - weslth, culture, renk, etel But the lLord is not
looking upon the outward sppearsnee. If we ceieh His sympsihetic eye, it will not be
because of sny of these things., Our suwre clsim to the Divine compassion is the feet ths
we are orippled, or blind, or bowe? down benesth bwrdens which we camnot bear. _

This cripple reslized his need, He could not help Joing so. There was sv much that he
seuld net do, He not only reslized his need, but he utilized his epportunity, Jesus
entered the synogogue. I sny soul be right with God, His presence is that soul’s great-
est joyy ant if eny soul be wreng with God, His presence is thet soul's grestest chenes.
When the men with the withered hand stoed in Christ's presenes, he iypified sin. Sin
sluave impoverishes, ueskens, snd saps the strength., ¥e heve seen the grass withering
 muay beeause of the het s@mg se it is, whenever sin sweeDs down upon ue, 1t tends lo '
wither us, until it lesves us aliogether without the power of mction. Sin breaks down
our resistsnce; it hinders our conguests. He is siso the picture of 8 ruitlese life.
A withered life makes us think of the fruit iree vhose fruit ghrivels wy, anl never malures.

Hany dry wp and wither ewsy into uselessness for lack of ideals great snough to keep them -
alive, Man esnnot live by bread slens, He eannot fesd his scul on the husks of mieriel
things.” He wust have higher foed., Men must ever be climbing nigher and® higher, aspiring
t5 =till nobler eonduet and achisvemeni, or he stegneies, withers up and losges hiz vital
1ife. This truih is foreefully emphasized by Browning in his heart-sesrching poem, THE
AT RINE TOGETHER. ‘The poem is ® love smtery. The lover has just put his fate fo the
test and his puit has been refused, He asks the wemen whose love he had soughi s the
erouning glory of his csreer to take one last ride. Ohe consenis gt sg they ride along
‘together he begins to meditate, He is face to face wiilh the grestest defeat of his life.
e had thought thet life vithoud the love of this womsn & complete faiiuvte. He says to
himself, It is = complete rebuffy I have feiled.® Dut he reflsets, "Have the grestest
men who have schieved the most sniendid thinge in life eaught up with their ifenl?® SYhy,
ne," he ansuers with awskensd interest an? hope. "I a man entches up with his idesl it
tends not to growth, but to stagnate and wither up his 1life.” &nd so he goes on to ask
gquestions, Yho are the men who have achisvesd suceses? Then he chalilenges 511 the grest
poets and ssks them, "Heve you ever caught up with wour ideal?” %iWhy, no indeedl Every
time I write a poem I een ses how I can write a betier one, and that is.the stimulent and
inspiration snd the rapbuwrous jov of my 1life,” Humen mature is made up on such a Alvinely
hercie plan that io catch up with your ideal does not bring happineas, but dissppoiniment.

The men who aecepts the ideal of Jesus Christ will find himself ever climbing end schiev-
ing and yet never reeching the summit vhich inspires him to go onverd snd upward.

Hhen he went beck to Africe the imst time David Livingstone, who blessed every eontinent
on which hs set his foot, wrote this letter tn his little tuelve-yeer-0ld, motherlessz boys

Phesr Tom: I am soon golnp off from this country, and will isave you o the care

 of Him who neither slumbers nor sleeps, and never Alsappointed any one who put his
trust in Him. If you will moke Christ your friend, He will be betier to you than
aty eompanion esn be. He is # frient that sticketh closser then & hrother. Hay
He give you grace to sesk Him and 4o perve Him.
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#] have nothing slse %o give you. I heve nothing better to say to you than to
take God for your Pather, Jesus for your Ssviour, and the Holy Spirit for youwr
Senctifier, Do this, snd you sre gafe forever and no evil can belsll you,

"Hope you will lesrn guickly and well, so a8 to be [itted fer God's service in
the world.®

And Livimgstﬁﬁé went mway in perfeet confidence, lseving his little boy te the compan-
ionghip of Jesus Christ,

That seme Livingstone one night in Afriea, was swrounde? by werliike, ssvage tribes, and .
it meewsd doubtful that he would be persitted to live through the night. But the good
man took vt his pocket Testament and resd the merching orders of ihe Church and the
accompenying promise, "And lo, I sm with you alwey,® and he closed the book, saying with
e smiles "It is the word of a gentlemsn, and is not to be doubted,® and lay down and
slept in pence, : ' ' ' ‘

& life like that will never fede or dry wp or wither.

In 2zsling with the men who had the withered hand cur lord gave Lo commanis,
“Stand Forth.®

1. This command? was God's oell bo sepsrsticn., Vhen Jesus sald, Hitan? forth," He seemed
te be saving, "Get out of the erowd, come suay from your former gnvironment.® Thise
ig eluays the eall of God, '

%, This command was Godls eall to the negation of bumen 214, &g long as the may shood
. im the crewd he would be tempted te trust im the crowd, to lesn upon them, and o
follow their svggestions, A% Christ's eall, he stepped forth, zeparsting himself from
them, Ha had some to the place where he hed no hope in man, Man had never been abie
to heal him, or even to help him, He he2d no power, himself, to betler hiz conditiong
and they, likewise, had no power. Ve heve gone a long wey towsrd victory when we zpe
willing to revudiate humen aif, So long se we think we ean do i%, or that some ouse
else can Ao it, we will never [ind viclory, ‘ '

3,  This commend wae God's cell to perfect frust. ke Jeeus said, "Ctand farta,” and the
mon stood forth, he foun? himself in the position of being thrown wholly upon the
lerd., As he welked awsy from the world, snd from men, he wes prepared io fellow
JEBUs . : : E ‘

Stend forth imto the wmidst meant publicilty. The one seeking sslvsilon Is required
at the suteet to meke a Frank scinowiedgment of ein snd an open econfession of his
helief that Christ cen gsve him. “With the heart zsn bellevelh unto righleousness
end with the pouth confesgaion is mede unbo salivetion”

BStreteh Forth Thine Hand,®

That was & humen impossibility. The wnfortumste man might have gais, *I caonot Ao whetl

you tell me; £1l the vitalities of my han? are Aried up, 2rd I am powerless to do 4as you
wish.® But be 434 pot spesk thus. He iried to Ao me he wme told, and wilh the effort
te obey Chriet csme the gis? power,  Christ ensbled hiw to streteh forth his hitheris
helpless hand, Christ never makes apn unjust exsction. He always ives power with the
effort to obey him, Think of the Jey which rust heve filled thet mants hesrd when he
goy that his withered hand was well end strong. It was cuwred becsuse be fulfilled the
condition, which wss faith snd cbedience. '
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Ko great stretch of the imeginstion is needed to see in this nerrative 2z ploturs of wanta
spiritusl state. The Gospel of Jesus not merely tells us vhat wve ought to be, but gives
the power by which we setuelly becoms thet vhich it reguires. Mern is fol? to repent. He
is t0ld to believe on Christ. To receive the benefits that Christ is ever waliting to
bestow, there must first be s conselousness of need, or & comwictlon of gin, Then there
must be #n set of the will, Faith is shown in Joing what he comwands, even when it seenms
to be lmposeible. ' '

ifter the performsnee of thiz miracle, this men became e vehicle.
1. & wehicle for the biessing of men,

Tr. Chelimers vsed to say: "Tou mey be & blot, you mey be & blessing, but you gannot
be & biank,.* An® who wants to be? Do you went to be & vshicle of God's blessing
to men? Then become = mirsels of His grace. Trust Him sn? obey Him, snd you shall
go out to be & vehicle of bleesing to men. Unly Geod can measure what esn be Aone
with your life If yeu will hend it over to God's service and God's centrol.

2, 4 wehicls for the glory of God,

When the man looked st his hand which the Lord Jesus had restored, he wss impressed
with the fuet that it was well becauvse Jesus bed cured it, Out of gratituie to Him
for this wenderful mirscie, he resolvsd ie use it for the glory of the Lord, W®uile
there were snenies of the Lord vhe regented Hiz performing thisz miracle, thers wae

s grest multitude who followed Him just becsuse of what hed been done for this man,
Thus ke became s vehicle of glery %o the Lord. And I cen concelve of no finer thing,
no gore gloricus sim than to be s bleesing fo men and o hring glory te the lord.

Tig you want to do thed? : T f : -

Yithered, sinful, ddseouraged man or woman, your only heope lg in Jesus Christ. But there -
* is all the hope you mesd., He who hes power on earth to forgive sins also has power to
restore your withered 1ife an? make the Jesert blosscm liks the rose, He enn £i1ll the
boughs of vouwr 1ife, so lomz withersed and havren, with nev blossome ard new snd delicious
fruitage beyond sll your dresms. Come o Him nowl : :
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