THE TNFINISHED TASK

o avery oresture,”

o

“And he sa2id unto them, Go ye into all the world s 2nd preach the gospel
Mark 16315,

These gre the d2 of the risen Christ. He hed just upbraided His diseiples for Lheir
unbelief and h aness of hesart, becsuse they did not believe them who had seen Mm after

He was r*seﬂ, and now they see Him face to face., Can it be thet the same gpirit of wunbelief
preveils in the hearts of His peopls even until thiz hour? If those who sl themselves
Christiane believed what our Lord hes spoken showdh the condition of lost souls, there

would be whole-hesried obedience to this commission. The fact that maltipiied millions
have not so much as heard of the g0°387 indiestes that this commisgsion is wnfinished.

The spirit of missions vervades every phese of Christianity; the werp snd woof of 3% is

the spread of the gospel to the utiermost varts of the world, Yo one who is familior

with the Bible can deny the fael that Chri stianity is fundamentally missionsry in character,
The missionsry ingredient is z major element in its commosition,

The nature of God Himself is chsracteristically migslonsry, for of Him we read that He
"so loved the world, that he save his only begotien Son, that whosoever believeth in
hip should not perish, bub have everlssting life,t

Jesus Christ Himself was missicnary in essence in That He turned His bsck wpon the ivory
paiaces of glory and journeyed to % sarth in behalf of the world's yedemption, His
whele life was given to meking God Ynown to the sops of mep., His was an itinerant ministey
going from one part of Palestine to > other, and never sparing Himeelf in order to do

g0, The whitened harvest was ever before His eyes, and Se cast it before the gaze of

Hig disciples. FHe 4id not leave ithe world until He had made vrovigion for the furtherance
of His saving message,

God's Word is wissionsry in ite message., Tt is not geographiesl, but universsl. It is
not addressed to class or caste, bub to all men sverywhere, If ig suitable for everyone,
everywharea,

&

Morecver, the missionsry impulse 3# imparted te svsry soul thet heg been regenerated,

The first impulse of one who has received Christ intc his heart is %o tell others. When

the migsionary spirit does not prev the professing Christian is backelidden and

needs to vepent of his selfishness. It took a to the whale's belly to make a wissionary
out of Jomah and & trip to Hades 4o sive the ri n a missionary spirit. Those who

really see the Iord Jesus in the 11 sweep of His redemptive work reslize thet missions
begin at the foob of the cross, If wag the sight of a crucified Saviocur which csused

Peul to write, “Bvethren, wy heart*w desire and orayver Lo God for Isrszel is, that they

might be zawved, : '

I. 4 UWorid Verse.

o va into 811 the world, and preach the gospel to svery cresture.?®  This is the

1 e Lord for every Christisn, snd & cormand from Him to meke a world tour
with 2 definite object in view. He has commissiored His churches to carry His message
to the uitermost paris of the world., The folleowers of our Lord need to go becsuse
no% 211 have heard and not 2ll have heeded the sosnel., Our responsibiliiy is not

to argue the propriety or the wisdom of missions but to sccent the commizsion which
has been given us. The susetion of missions !

& not debatable. UWith the clesr,
gpecifiie, and explicit copmand of our ILord befl ug, thers is nothing for us but
ohedlernce.
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is not hard to discover from our text that God's vrogrsm embraces the whole world,
sterts with Jerusalem and sweeps on umiil the uwhtermost varte sre resched. #Cod
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8o loved the world.“ His idess take in an universs, and His love ineludes 213, God

is testing ue continually--testing the measure of our faith in Him, of our love for

H:m and of our ﬁevotion to Him by‘ the presence in the world of over a billion lost
SN

ouls, It is a2 tremsndous te

nristianity is largely a metler of giving. "Thanks be unto God for His unspeaksble
ift ¥ The first recorded zift irn the Bible was not to the ange*u, nor to any other
avenly being, bul to men, thus manifesting God's missionary spirit. Gifts which

ES

ir

cost no wersonal denial are net proof of sny devotion, The_imperative aspect of
this great commizsion cammot be met with an indifferent heart. It demends open ears
and & readiness to give our 21l to the end that the commission might be completed.

A YWorid Vision,

Christ reminded His disciples thet the field is the world, nothing less and nothing
more. God hes challenged all of His peovle and czlled wnon them to lesp over the
geogranhical bounderies snd to catch the vislon of what is involved in the words of
Jesus when He said, "The field is the world.”

I am wondering if that word "world" has really dawmed uwoon us in its fulness? Ii
hesn't hit rmany a Christian as God intends that it should, for they hzve no world -
vision. Their world is their own 1little sphere. The directions of the compass reach

out but a short distance from them., Somehow that 1ittle word "my" is a miserable

blanket in which multitudes of God's children have wrapped themselves in so far as
the missionary csuse ig conecerned,

Churches caepnot survive without a missionary program. The promise of the presence
of Jesus Christ was given only to a missionary church, *"Go ve inte g1l the world,
cnsess and lo, I am with you ulway sven wnto the end of the age.”

1 the sake of convenilence., When ouor risen Savieur szid, "The world,"

He nesnt the world which included 211 clasces and conditions of man. He seas all

men in the same condition irresnective of the color of their gkin. A1l men everywhere
and in every age need exaetly the same salvation and the same crucified and risen
Saviour, T

jod there are no distinctions in missions, and the divisions which we meke are
for

U0 you have g world vision? Do you see things as God hag revealed them? Or are
vou wearing the dark glasses of selfishness or the blinders of orejudice? According
to God's Word, Christians sre oub of fellowship with God who sre not concerned sbout

the sazlvabion of lost gouls and the provazgation of His Word to the most remote parts
of the earth, FHow can a man expect to get much of perseonzl blessing out of Chris-

tilanity when he ig Indifferent to ilhe greabest objest and grandest csuse of Christisnity?

For most Christians their mi
sections which sppeal to ©
he preiudice.

ionary wan ig too small. Th is confined to those

aney or excludes those aress toward which there may

g5
eir f

& Horld Vocabion.

"o ve into a1l the world, and preach.® I like thalt word preach. 1t is at the very
heart of the commission, Jesus came snd preached, He sends forth His disciples to
preach, also. Pecple are won to Christ through vreaching..

The word vreach cen no more be eliminated from Pis command then sny other word. It
is not optionel, but commanded. It is not merely a Dlvine sugrestion, but & Divine

injunctieon,



-3 -

The New Testament church was born in the grest and umselfich hesrt of Christ ang
called Lo an umselfish,mini“twy to the world., 2And its business is to presch the
gospel of Christ and to I1ift high the blood-stained bammer of Fing Tmmemsel,

In many nlaces civilization is being substituted for evangelizstion simply bhecsuse
our missionaries feel sorry for the hackward circumstances of the heathen. Poul
faced a pagan world with a simple gospel and was not ashemed to oroclaim it bhecause
be lmew gomething of its effectiveness., He seid, "I am not ashamed of the gospel
of Christ: for it is the nower of God mmbo salvatlon to every one that bhelisvethy

to the Jew first, and also te the Greek,®

This gospel was ubbterly foreign to unregenerate men and one which arcused the
entagonism of the world, the flesh and the devwil., Nevertheless Paul received it by
revelation from God =nd he was determined to declare it until a2ll men every where
had heard it. To this end he itraveled back and forth on the highways of the sncient
world, urging men to believe it to the selvabtion of their sounls,

A YWordl Victory.

"Go ye inte all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature.” None are exeluded.
God wants to save every cresture and bring 2ll into a llV1ng and vital relationship
with Himeelf,

& gracicus victory will come into the hesrt of any man who accepts Christ sz his
pergonal Saviour, His gospel is a wonderﬂworklng nower end is able to transform

any 1ife snd conform it to the image of the Son of God. It does the work supernaturslly
and immediztely. Sslvation is not 2 long-drawn-out procesz, but a mervelous change
wrought by the pewer of the Holy Spirit,

The grestest day in the hlstovv of any nationm is when the gospel of Christ comes
- to its shores and is preached by faithful servants of Christ. What could be more
wonderful than the entrance of Christian migsionsries on the shores of z nztion,
unfuarling the glorious gospel bammer and 1ifting high the VWord of 1ife?

In the light of EZuropean history, no day was more gignificani than mhen Paul set foot
cn the shores of Mecedonis raother than turming esgtward to preach in Asis, It wss

a2 great hour in ¥nglish history when Augustine set foot on her seil and proclaimed
the gospel of Thrist., The begimming of a new era for the dark eontinent of Africa
took plsce when David Livingstone started to sail up the Wils River for the purpose
of penetrating hesthen darkness with the light of the goswel. It was so for Burma
when Judson landed with a hesrt of love for the salvation of her willionsg and the
seme applies to India when & cobbler for England nsmed Carey carried the Word of God
under hig arm and started to preach it to her citizens,

Countries held in the grip of heathen religious systewms have never advanced, but when
Christianity enters, immedistely changes take place socially, intellectuslly, morally,
vhysiczlly and spirituelly. When the heart gets right with God, other things slways
change Tor the beltler,

God grant thet every one of us, who 2re His children, may become zealous for the
progress of His Vord vnto the ubiermost parts of the world. If is not ontionel, but
it is vital and imperative., Since Fe isg our Master, He has the right to commend, so
we must nev ignore‘it Thig comnend hag the ring of challenge, the fire of compassion,
the spirit of conguest, the eall of sscrifice, the forgetfulness of selfl, the vision

of a world snd the shandorn of devotion.



