THE RESURRECTION OF CHRIST
- Mark 16:1-8

When Christ died on Calvary davkness covered the earth and fiiled the
hearts of His disciples: The light of their lives had gone osut. As

Christ had foretold, they were s sheep without a shepherd. Probably
they remained somewhere ln Jerusalem because of fear, _ '

The story is told that, om the day thal Wellington of England met Fapolesn
at ¥Waterloo, arrangsments were sade to pelay the news of the putcome of
the battle from oue ship to anocther, by semsphore, scross the English
Chanmnel. A group of men stood anxiously walting on the shores of England.
Buddenly, the ship closest to the shore began to signal the message. B
Letter by letter, the anxicus men on the mainland read the words: *Wellington
defeated...® Then a bank of fog out off all view of the ship. Waz that
all? IFf it was, that counld mean the end of England, After some moments,
moments that seemed like hours to the walting Englishmen, the fog clearsd
away and the signaler began his message over again: %Wellington defeated
Hapoleoni® : '

This story is a vivieé 1llustration of the sxperieace ¢f the disciples of
Jesus following His death upon the eross. On Calvary, the only messags
that the hearts of the diseciples could read was: "Chriet defsated...?
But, on the first day of the week, the resurreciien morm; the whole glad
message came throught: WChrist defeated deathiw

There had pet been time to render the last servides to the body of Christ,
Because the Sabbath had intervened, the women who wished to snoint His
body had net been able to do mo. On Sasturday evening after six o'e¢lock;
when the Sabbath bhad ended and the first day had begun, three women wers
seen buying spicse for the snoinbting ¢f the body of Christ, which two of
the number had seen laid in the temb. The three were Mary of Magdala,
Mary, the mother of James and Salosme. These devoted women had watched
theeruwifixion from a distancey and had been careful to chserve where the
body of Christ had been laid. Juite sarly the mext morning they set out
on their way to the tomb of Joseph to anocint the body of their Master.
Usually the bodies #f loved ones were anointed at the time of death, bub
there had aot been any opportunity Tor these Friends of Christ thus to
honor Him, Belatedly, therefore, they went ferth to perform this tradis
tional ceresony which meant so much to the Jews.

It i to tbe etermal oredit of these women that they loved Christ énough
to take riske and Lo make pacrifices. Their lowe lasted right threugh
darkness and desth to the gesurrection morning, and thels love was lavish.
Rigodemus had alveady bestowed a hundped pounds of spices en the body and
tomb, but that was an expressien of his leve, not theirs; ther mmst being
their own, the best and the most they can give., A4As tos when and where they
would meet, they had arranged the night before, so they did not slesp late
the next morning: As they hastensd to the tomb throngh the bracing early
movning aip; they were worrving about and discussing how they were to get
the great stene rolled away From the entrsnce te the towh., Tu Front of
the opening to the tomb there ran a large groove, and in the groove &
eireular stone as big as a vart-wheel; and the women knew that it was _
guite beyond their strength to move a stone like that. Upen their arvival
at the tomb, they discovered that thelr concera had beén entirely unnecese
sary for, looking up, “they saw that the stone was rolled sway.¥ That sort
of discovery accounts for the motto, "Don't wosry; it may never happen,”
We are se disposed to take for granted difficulties which may net arise.
8o often dreaded difficuities are never encounterad., We worry sbout how
we are goiag to pemove this o that stone, snd then,; in the siorping, we
find that the difficulty doss not exist.



e 2w

The attitude of the women was that they had come Lo g&g the last tribute to
& dead body., The attitude of the disciples was that everything had eanded
in tragedy. The errand of the women was one of love but alse of unbelief,
The Master had promised te arise on the third day, but on that Sunday

ﬁaﬁﬁx&g the wonen were &p@?ﬁﬁﬁh&ﬁg the ﬁ@mb, sxpecting to ancint His dead
ody « :

0f course, it never stourred te elbher of these devout followsrs of Christ
that He had come out of the fomb. When the women entered the spesn sspluchre
to perform thelr mad ritual, they saw a young man clothed in 3 long white
robe sitting on the might side of the tomb. They wepre simply mmazed at

what they saw: Beslung that they wers toc frightaged for words; the heavenly
messenger sought to galet thenm by urging them not to be afraid, and telling
them that he knew they were looking for Jesus of Hazareth Who had been
prucified; and Who was not there becsuse He had risen. The mighty deed

was donej the vioctory was won; death was destroyed, and the grave ﬂﬂﬁ
songuered,

Those ﬂ%@-kaﬁ cowié and Seen wére bidden to go and tell what they had seen.
#He is not here., Sesel There is the place where they laid Him. But gol
Tell His disciplesz and Peter, tHe goes befors vou inte Galilee, There you
will see Him as He told yout.,¥ The risen Lord wanted Hiz disciples to ”
hear the glad news, especially Peter. The shame of his denial still hsusnted
Poter, He wondsrsd whether hisz lord would ever forgive him for his in~
excusable cowardices FPeter must have been Teeling very badly st ths time,
and his Master in infinite merey remembeved him, not te cemsuve, but to
vomfort,. There 18 noe friend like Him: He is the grest Forgiver and the
great Lover, :

APPEARANCES OF THE RIBEN CHRISY
Mark 161914

Hany attemple have been made to dimeredit the Tact of the physical resure
rection of Christ, hut there are many inconirovertible truths which @
tablish it. Perhspe three kinds of evidence chould be imtroduced as
proof of Christfs resurrection,

1. ?&@ testimony of four creditable writers.
Matthew, Mark, loke and é&hﬁ testified to bhe peality of Chodsiis
resurrection.

2. The circumstantisl ovidence.
gig The smply tomb.

The transformation of the zpostles.

- Christts pesurrectios changed them

sould pot be shaken. ,

4) Christ's Pesurrection wae bot challesged in the {irsl ¢entury.

4} Christts vesurrection brought about a chasee im the day of rest.
¥ind upon the first day of the week, when the discipleés came tow
gzther to bresk bread, Paul presched untoe thew; ready te depart
on the serpow) and gopitinved his speech ﬁ@&ilm&ﬁﬂi@hﬁ“‘{&ﬂ%& 208%).
"Upen the first day of the week let evedy one of you lay by him
in stéere, azt Cod hath prespered himy; that théere be no gatherings
when I come® (I Covrinthiane 1612},

from despale to a courage which

2. Christ was seen by many after He arose,
®And that he was seen of Cephas, then of the twelve: After that, he
was seen of ahava five hundred brethren st oncej of whom the greater



Wg.ﬁ

- part remain wnte this gr&g@ﬁt, but some are fallen aslcep. After thaty
he wag seen ©of James; then of sll the apostlies. And last of 311 he wae
seen of me %iﬁﬁg a8 of one born out of due tiwme® (I Cordinthians 25:3-8),

ﬁ?a A¢_¥muﬁﬁh&r&$@n i@ﬁ&aa %1%?%&-3@%5&?&%&@@ of Christ aﬁﬁew'%is P
csurpegiion in the following ordert ,

{3} To Kawry Magdeléne, at the tosb, Mark 161911,
Various attempts. have been made to spesr her ﬂh&fﬁﬁﬁﬁro Bome have
portrayed her ss a sinful woman of the gpbtreets. ALl thst we Luow
ghout her iz that she had been posssesed of demong; but after Chrish
aast oub sevesn demons she wan gver ﬁfﬁ%@ deyoted to Him in gervices

{2} 7o cthor women, in Jerusalem. .
®And as they went to &tell his &i&ai@i&wi beheld, Jesus met them
saying, A11 hail, #nd they came and held him by the feel, and wore
ghipped him, Then said Jesus unto them, Be not afrald: go tell my
brethren that they go into Galilee, and there shall they see me®
{Matthew 28319-10). _ S

3% To the twoe diseciples on the road to Bamaus. .ﬁay% 163312-18.

4} To SBimon Peter, in Jerusalem.
BAnd they rose up the same heur, and Peturned to Jevusalem, pnd
found the sleven gathered together, and them Lhat were with them,
Saying, The Lord is risen indeed, and hasth appeared to Bimon, And
they toid what thinge were done in the way, and hew he was knowm of

 them in breaking of bread” {Luke 24:33-35}+

{8} 7o the dissiples in 3&?&%@3&&5 with Thomas %ﬁiﬁg shment. Johs 203
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To the sleven, in 5@?&&&3&@, an the Following might., J@h&;%§#£€~$$¢

To the seven diseciples by the Ses of Galileg: John 21.

To more than 500 on & meuntain in Galilee, %&%ﬁh&W'2$$§é»3$»

Te James the brother of Jesus. ) ) ‘

"After that, he was seen of Jasesy then of asll the apostlies®

{I Corinthisns 1517}

{I0) Again to the disciples. Luke 24:44-49.

{11} To an unknown mmber on Mount Clivet just prier te His asceansios.
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Christts resurrection pesures us of a living Intercessor, guasrantess as
sufficient faith for servies gnd gusrantess gur vwa resurreetion gad
Asmortalitys



