A SOUL'S SUICIDE

Merk 10 :1’?-#-22_

Ag Christ was approazching Jerusslem for the last time the incident occurred which is
recorded in this graphic story that is so rich in thought and practical in instruection,
and which challenges our attention now., It is one of the most intensely interesting
and appealing, and yet one of the most tragically sorrowful, stordes recorded in the
four Gogpels.

Tn this nerrative we are given a picture of a spiritual suicide, which is far werse

than physical suicide.

I, 4 Striking Ruler.

Of #11 those who came face to face with Christ while He was here in the flesh, none
was more winsome than he., Who he was, we aré not told, but the succeeding genera-
tions have called him "The Rich Young Buler®.

Es our Lord was lesving Perea this young men came hurriedly to Him, It is doubtful
if any young man ever displayed brighter promise. Hé is one of the mogt fascinating
characters in the entire New Testament. He seems to have had everything.

This young man was well-borm. It is fine to have an excelient family tree, provided
you are nob constantly reminding somebody of it. It is well to remember thai if
anybody climbs high enough in any femily tree he will find something hanging there
that is not degirable..

This ruler weg 2 striking personality. He was young., Youth is always interesting
because it is the time of physical sirength, mental acumen and spiritual acquisition,
He faced 1ife with shoulders unbent by burden-bearing, and with eyes undimmed elther
by years or by tears.

UHow beaubiful is youthl how bright it gleams
With its illusions, aspirations, dreamsl
Book of begimings, story without emd,

Each maid a heroine, and each man a friend!®

0f all young people those of this generation have more opportunities, privileges,
material possessions end means of achieving lmowledge then God has eover entrusted o
eny generation, Whet science has wrought staggers our imagination. We can fly
higher and faster, shoot harder and farther, dlve deeper and longer, hear and sse,
produce and possess as no other generation in the history of mankind.

The fact that this young man was a ruler would seem to indicate that he was ap-

proximately thirty yeers of sge. He was & ruler in the synsgogue, or possibly a
member of the Senhedrin, the highest council in the land, He was probably asbout
the same age as Christ. He was in the very prime of his fine young marhood.

This young men had meny possessicns. Of course, we are aware that no amount of
money cen satisfy the deep longings of the heart. TYel wealth is not something to
be despised. Money may be a source of wvast good or of much evil. It is dangerous
only when people relste themselves to it in the wrong way.

Tt is to the credit of this young man that he had availed himself of the opportunity
to win the favor of his fellowmen., Ho also won the admiration and praise of the
lovers of the best in life. He possessed many praiseworthy virtues. His serious=
ness was one of the first signs of his greatness. His tempersment was amisgble, His
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dispositlion was admireble and lovable., He was wusually discerning., His character

and reputation were above reproach. He was high-minded and noble-gpirited. His

morals, habits and conduct were commendable. He was justly prond of hig clean

record. He was reverent in spirit, but, like many others, his piety was purely
negative. A1l that he could boast of was the evil which he had not done.

A Strange Reguest.

This young ruler had position, possessions, prominence and prestige, and yet he

was not happy. He had good charscter, social standing, fine temperament, a clean
record, great wealth and noble aspirationms. He was lovely. but lacking. He was

conscious of the fact thal there wes something lacking in his life.

Tven though this young man hed a splendid ancestry, a lovable dleposition, a clean
record, & high position and great wealth, he still had a eraving for domething
which he did not heve. He was not displeased with what he had, but he wes dis-
sotisfied with what he wes, He was deeply consclous that he had not obtalned that
for which his soul was longing. Deep down in his heart there was a hunger for
something that he lacked..

Having heard of Christ and His teaching, this young man was eager to get to Him
ere He left his vicinity. With eager haste he ran teo Christ and knelt before Him,
Of course, that was not an act of worship, but 1t was &n expression of utmost
respect, and perhaps of venersation.. When we congider the sceisl difference between
this voung ruler and Christ, we camnot help but be impressed by the beautiful
himility which this act of kmeeling exhibits. How T wish there were more humiliity
before Christ and more reverénce for the things of God among the youth of todayl
Modern yvouth has meny fine qualities, but it is deficient in its capacity for
reverence, much to its own diseredit and loss. A1 of us can leern much from the
humility of this young ruler.

Despite his high social standing, he made no attempht to concesl his semse of meed
of his sdmiration for Christ, as meny others did. He did not seek for a private
inberview with Christ, as Nicodemus did. He ran down the road after Christ, ummind-
ful of the ridicule of the crowds. H& was nct ashsmed to be seen in the presence
of Christ in brosd deylight. W¥hat commendable courage he thus shows ugl

Having heard sbout etermal life, and kmowing that he did not have it, be was ine-
terested in learning how be might obtein it. Confident thet Christ knew the secret
of how to obtaih eternsl 1ife, this striking ruler lmelt ab His feet =nd said, "Good
Master, what good thing shall I do, that I may have eternal 1ife?" Nothing prevented
him from expressing publicly his spirituel mmxiety. He is certainly to be eommended
for goinhg %o the right person for informstion on the subject of salvation. He went
at the right time, vhile he was young, and still had a life 2s well as a soul to be
saved. He went in the right spirit. Hé went in a burry. He went runming, indice-
ting that he considered the matber of obteining eternal life very important, and
that time and opportunity were slipping by.

Believing that eternal life was the supreme cood, ond knowing that ke &id mot have
it, the young men wanted to know what he could do to ivherit it. He wented to be
geved, to escape the torment of hell and to enjoy the bliss of heaven. Evidently
he thounght that he was ready bo do anything that might be necessary to obtain
eternal 1ife. His question revesled the fact that he thought the title to eiernal
1ife could be secured by his own efforts. However, his request reveals how much
ignorance an uninstructed person can display in remarksbly few words. The young
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man was migtaken aboub Sﬁﬁst, thinking that Hé was a good man, bul a mere teacher,
It is guite evident that he did not believe in the deity of Christ. The appellation
"Good Master" could have been applisd to glmost amy rabbl of that day. '

His ignorance was further indicated by his idea of the ability of man. He thought
that etermal 1ife could be earned or obtained through doing. ILike meny today, he
did not know that eternal life has never been received by anybody except as an out-
right gift. The idea of doing something for vhich God will impart eternal life as
a payment has kept milliens from possessing vhat God gives only by grace throwgh
faith. Sglvation has never been earned by works. This ruler referred to etdrnsl
life as an ipheritance. An inheritence is always free and is never earned by
works, Wihat good thing shall I do?VW implied that the youmg ruler thought perheps
one more good act on his part would enmable him to obtain eternal life.

A Startling Reply.

Ghrist¥s reply startled the young wman., 8ur Lord directed his attention to the
cormandments which he had been trying to observe in the belief that nething else
would be reguired of him. Vhen our FBord referred him %o the law iiself, it is
noteworthy that He mentioned only those commendments which deal with man's relation
to man, Ih his lack of knoWledge of himself, he claimed to have kept all of these

' commendménts, So Christ gave him a very simple and practical test to show him that

he did not measure up as he thought.

Fo man has ever been saved becawse of what he did to or for his fellows. Although
some pecple are tesching salvation by works with new vigor and viciousness tedey,
it is still brue that nobody has ever been able to save himself. "Not by works

of righteousness which we have done, bubt according te His mercy He saved us" (Titus
3:5), H"For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yowrselves: it is
the pgift of Gods Mot of works, lest any man should boast? (Ephesians 2:8-9).

Christ looked wupon the young man. This doés not mean that He merely cast His eyes
toward Him, but that He gave him one of those long, fond, gazing looks which in-
dicated affection. He locked lovingly end lomgingly wpon him. hat was in that
look of Chiist? Admiretion? Yes, bub there was love in that lodk alsc. He saw
infinite possibilities in him, How wonderful it is that Jesus loves us!

81 am so glad that Jecus loves mel

Jesug loves me!. Jesus loves mel

I am so glad that Jesus loves mel
Jesus loves even mel

A S.forro‘v:_rf‘l;l Resultl,

Th spite of all his fine and laudable qualities, this young ruler did not hewe
eternal life, When it was offered to kim on terms which were different from whatb
he had expected, he declined it. He wented the blessing, but on his own terms.
Guickly and chéerfully he would have undertaken some extra-ordinary work if thereby
he could have obtalned sternal 1ife, but he would not receive it on any other terms.
Refusing to yield to €hrist, he went away without salvation, but in great sorrow.
Conscious that he was missing much, he turned his back upon Christ and made the
greatest mistake that one can possibly meke, nemely, that of refusing ebernal life,
or copmitiing soul suieide,



