THE PHARISEE AND THE PUBLICAW
Iuke 18:9~1h

"Pro men wenb up into the temple to pray.® I like that statement. People go t0 clmrch
for various reasons. Some go to hear the sermon. Some go to hesr the music. Some go to

sing»

Some geo to be with other people. Some go becsuse as childven they were taken,

they got the church-going habit. Some go because they consider the church & necessary

institution, and they know that if people do not attend the services the church would die,
So, they go because they want the church to live. Bub, a major reason for going to church
is to pray.

Christ said, "y house shall be called the house of prayer® (Matbhew 21:13).

In imagination go with me to this templs of worship in the days of our Lord. ILebt us drop
in behind these two men and wsbtch them closely, thereby secking to find the flaws in ocur
owmn atbitudes and practices. These men cerbtainly farnish us a spiritual clinie for self-

exanination.
both of

They are designabted as "the one a Pherisee, and the other z pubiican.m In

these men we [ind mumerous virbues and flaws in glaring contrast. This story
presents three sharp conbrasis hetween the two nen.

I. 4 Gonbtrast In Gharacther.

1.

The Pharises,
In spite of his glaring defects, the Pharisee had certain commendable qualities
that ought to make some of us who criticize him ashamed of ourselves.

(1)

(2)

(3

(k)

He was a devoutly religious man,

It is to the credit of the Pharisee that he went up Yo the temple. 4 man can
reither be a good citizen of his country, nor a good example te those about him,
noy what he ought to be who does not 2vail himself of the opportunity to ge

to the house of Qud. By his attendence at the iemple he publicly proclaimed
his faith in those forces which are the molders of character and the very safe-
guards of civilization. The Pharisese supported institutionsl worskip and was

punctilious in fasting and in cobserving other religious customs,

He was & clean moral man. .
It is 4o the eredii of the Pharisee ’tha‘b no scandal was attached to his name.

He was clean in his personal habits. O his morzlity he said, ¥I am not an
adulterer.” We ought to credit him with the high moraliiy which he claimed

for himself, because ocur Lord did not dispube it. Hany who criticize him cammot
truthfully say as much for themselves in this regard as he did for hiunself.
Personal purity is a good thing, even though it does not save.

He was an honest buginess man,

The Pharisee was square and homest in his business dealings. He could trathfully
say, "L amn not an exbtortiomer." He was not a swindler, cheating those with

whom he did business. He wes mot like some people who have sn unfortunate
person to do some work for them and pay them only a fraction of what it is worth,
and then call that charity. He did not take advantage of somebody's igmorance
by charging two prices and call that good business when God calls it stesling.

He was fair and bonest in his dealings with others.

He was a highly respected citizen. :
The Pharisee lived an upright 1ife. He was a prominent 2nd an oubstanding
citizen. He helonged to the best society. Having an untarnished reputation,

he had a very desirable rading in his commmity. He was considered a real asset.
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(5)

(6)

2. The
(1)
(2)

(3)

(k)

(s)
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He was a very genelous man.
He favored and supporited institubions for the improvement of socisty. Hot only

did he go to the house of God, but he took his tithes with him. Being an honest
man, he took the tithe of his entire income, and not just a tenth of what remained
after his personal expenses had been deduncted. He said, "I give tithes of all
that I possess.” That was commendeble becsuse the Bible says, "The tithe is
the Lord!s® (Leviticus 27:30). In paying tithes he was sgimply walking in the
pathway of homesty and duty. He wes doing the commendable. Cur Lord Himself
said, "Ye pay tithe of mint and snise and cwwmin, and have omitbed the weightier
matiers of the law, judgment, mercy, amd faith: these cught ye to have done,
and not to leave the other undone® (Madbhew 23:23). The Pharisee paid the tithe
of all he made. How mony of vou can truthfully say, %I brisg a tenth of =y
inceme to the Lord's house and plaece it in His treasury®? That is a good thing
to be able to say.. I wish more of you could say it, not enly for your sakes,
but 2lso for the sake of the werk of our Lord.

He was guite proud of himself. ,

The Pharises was above the average in his community, and he considered himself
to be as goed as anybody he knew. He comld not see eny flaws in himself. In
his own estimabion he was the best man to be found. His high opinion of himgelf
was expressed in his statement, #T thank thee that I am not as other men are.”

Publican.
He was not a deeply religious mam,

He was a dishonest man.

A man could not have been honest and contimuged in the business in which he was
engaged. Extortion and crookedness of various sorts were necessary to make the
business of a publican pzy. It was the basest of all liwvelihoods.

He was 2 stingy man.

Because the publicsn was a misersble skinflind, money was his god and upon the
albar of greed he sacrificed bhis 211l. He zllowed himself to become z contemptible
catls-paw in the hands of bthe Roman govermment in order to satisfy the master
passion of his life, which was the gebting of money. He got all the money he
could and kept as much of it as possible. ‘

He was resavded as social riff-raff.

Wearing the garb of a foreign power, he was looked upon as @ traiter teo his
nation. Having & tarnished reputation, he was not invited to enter the exclusive
social eircles. He was comsidered a lisbility to the community.

He was conscious of his sing,
The publican sew many faulbs in himself. In his om eyes he was the pre-eminent

simer.

A Conbtrast In Conduch.

These two men, whose characters we have just contrasted, met al the house of prayer.
Their prayers opened the windows which permit us to look inte their very souls.

1. The

Pharises.

Wotice with whet prominence and frequency he flourished the big #I.7 He said, ¥Ged,

I thank thee, that I am not as other men are, extortiovers, uajust, adulterers, or
even as this publican. I fast twice in the week. I give tithes of 2ll that I
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possess.” There were various objectionsble features about the conduct of the Pharisee
in the house of prayer.

(1) Be did not approach God correctly.
Very abruptly he said, "God, I thank thee.? That sounds far meore like the language

of a person to his equal than of a creature to his Meker,

(2} He enumerated his virbnes,
Pretending to pralise, the Pharisee only boasted of his own deeds and told God
what 2 wonderful person he was. Conceited, srrogant, self-rightecus and ss2if-
gentered, he said; "I thank thee,” bubt he was not copscioms of zmyihing received;
only of something achieved. He wes saburated with the soirit of self-approbation
and self-sufficiency. He vaunted his superiority =md published his good deeds.
In his emumeration of his wvirtues he failed %o see his shortcomings. His prayer
was actually a recital of his own good polnbs addressed to himself,

(3) He confessed only the sims of others.

Having no fault fo find with himself, he did not have anpything good t6 say of
others. It is ever the rule that the bebier a person thinks of himself the
worse he thinks of obhers. The Pharisee made the mistake of comparing his 1ife

- with the lives of disreputeble people, and then took Yo himself the credit of
exalted superiority. Comparing himself with his fellow-worshiper, he said, ¥I
thank thee, that I am not as other men are, extortioners, unjust, adulterers,
or even a5 this publican.¥ Surely arrogsnce and pride could not have gone
beyond that. He dared to exbol himself by directly depreciating a fellow-
ereature in the act of worship with himself. Very few things are more disgusiting
than the self-gatisfied person who is never wrong. He tried o exelt himself
by running other peopledown. Without faith in anybody except himself, he found
Panlt with everybody.

If you would come to & just estimate of your character, lock at those who are
better than vou, and compare yourself with them; lock abt those whom God has sed
for our examples and measure yourself by them. If you will do this, your
Pherisaic trust and pride in your omm goodness will melt away like frost before

the sun.

{4) He &id not have any consciousness of the divine presence.
He know that the Pharisee lacked the semse of the divine presence bscamuse he
did not have the slightest consciousness of sin. He was seif-righbecusness
personified. He 4id not have any sense of adoration im his soul, or any craving
for divine fellowship. He thought that he was well able to get zlong without

God.
{5) He did not have any sense of need.
The Pharisee did not regard himselfl as 2 simmer. That is why be did not ask

God for the forgiveness of his sin or anybhing elge. He was completely self-
sufficient. He really needed a mirror in which to see himself as God saw him.

¥Oh, would some power the CGlver glve us,
To sec curselves as others see us.?

~eBRrns .
The Publican.
(1) He was awzre of the holiness of God,
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(2) He thought of himeelf as being in the presence of God.
Then he contemplated the Being Whom he was approeaching, he was filled with a
sense of awe,

(3) He was deeply comscious of his omn sinfuiness.
Overvhelmed with the vileness of his own heart, he felt wnfit to approach the
zltar, lest the strong hand of retribubtion of the almighty and holy God smite
him. Because conviction of sin had laid hold wpon him 2nd sbtruck its arrow o
the depths of his soul, he felt as though im venburing into the house of prayer
at all he was an intruder, he stood just inside the entrance. He zlso seught
to avoid observabtion as far as possible.

(L) His confession was personal.
Dissatisfied with himself and knowing that he deserved condemmabien, the publican
did not offer a single excuse for his sims., He did not compare himself with
anybody. HNelther did he censure or say anything gbout obher people in his
prayer. He was the only simner about whom he wes thinking znd for whom he was
praying. Abased in spirit and prostrate in soul before God, he thought it would
be presumptuons for him to 1ift his eyes to heawven, the habitation of God's
glory. He was simply foo ashamed of his sins to 1if% his eyes. True repenbance
always takes the daring outbt of 2 nman.

(5) He mubly and earmestly begged for mercy.
Az if he were angry with himself, he kept smiting his breast in vehement selfw
reproach, anguish and self-julgment, and szid, "God be merciful to me z simmer.®
Beating the breast was a sign of soul angnish and a commen way of expressing
grief. Acknowledging himself to be 2 simmer, he crisd unto God against whom he
had sirmmed and pleaded for the mercy of pardon and peace.

A Condrast In Condition.

When the serviees were over the Pharisee and publilecan left to relurn to their respsective
homes. What wae their condition zs thoey went awsy from the bemple?

1. The Pharisce.

{1) He had not received anything.
The Pharisee went awsy withoub the touch of God upon his spirit. FHe went away
unhelped and unblessed. He did not have any room for Christ in his heart because

it was too full of gelf.

{2} He went awzy worse than he came. _
His self-satisfacbion coused him to brag on himself instead of praying. He
was therefore a victim of arrested development. The man who is as good as he

wenbs to be will nob get any bebter. He was a pathetic figure.

(3) He went %o hell, |
Wny did he go to hell? Because he trusted in his works for salvation instesd
of trosbing in Christ the Saviour. He d4id not acknovledge himself o be a ginner

put told God how good he was.
2. The Publican.

{1) He was forgiven.

{2} He was regenerated.
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(3) He was justified. :
He had acknowledged that be was a sinner, asked God to be merciful to hinm and

trusted Christ as his Saviour. He recogmized that there was noh any mercy or
propitiation except on the growund of the shed bleod of Jesus Christ.

(k) He had been given a new spirit.

{5) He went to heaven.

The door of heaven is open to anyone who will do what the publican did, and the door of hell

is cpen to emyome who does what the Pharisee did.



