THE SAVIOUR'S PROMISE

"ind he said unto Jesus, Lord, remember mé when thou comest into Thy kingdom. And
Josus said wnto him, Verily I say unto thee, Today shalt thou be with Me in paradise
Iuke' 23 :42-43. ' '

Tt was a holiday in Jerusalem sone mineteen centuries aro. Great multitudes from
out of town thronged the streete of the city. These strangers had come to celebrate
the Passover. Rome wus going to execmte three prisoners that day. She had chosen
that psrticular day becsuse the largest number of spectators possible were desired.
¢he werted to let her subjects see what it mesnt to rebel., The procession to Calvery
wernt through the main sireet of the city so that all wight see the criminals and be
warned against & similar fate.

As they passed along the crowd fell in behind eager to see the bloody shows Even

the priests forgot their dignity and high office and walked along with the rabble

mob shoubing their imprecations and cruel jeste. The centurion marched imperiously
shesd; soldiers were on either side of the condemmed men and behind them, sometimes

© poughly pushing the crowd aside, end sometimes with their scourges and thelr curses
wrging the three men with the crosses on their backs te et slong faster. In the

crowd, however, there were a few of the women wro had known Jesus and loved Him, and
they followed after Him, weeping and wailing. Their tears end their eries were a
gtrange contrast to the curces and blows of the soldiers snd the jeers of the specltators.

Just zs they were passing out of the gate of the city towsrd Golgotha, Jesus weskened
by tke less of blood througt the brutal scourging which He had endured, stunbled and
rell vnder His cross. Seeing that it was impeseilbledr Him to carry it, the soldiers
Jaid hold upon & proselyte Jew from North #frics, Simon of Oyrenme, wro had come up to
celebrate the Passover arnd was standing in the line of merch, and ordered him, much
against his will, to tske up the cress of Jesus and carry it for Him., We wonder if
Yimon said anything to Jesus as he walked by His side carrying His eroses? ind we
wonder, too, if Jesus said anything to Simen? BPid Simon get a giance from the Tace
of Christ which touched his hesrt and, before they reached the Flace of the Skall,
made him gled that he had been able to help Him with Bis cross? s¥hether thal was s0
of not, forever afterwards Simon of Oyreye will be a name for those who in this
world helped Christ to bear His cross. Fo the procession passed on, oub of the gate
of the city, and up the steep hill to the Flece of the Skmll.

When they reached the well known place of erucifixion, the condemned men vere stripped
of their clothing. The transverse planks were nziled to the posts, and the deomed
men were stretched upon them, Well-hardened to the terrible duty, the soldiers went
quickly and methodically sboul their tasks, driving nails through the hands of tThe
prisoners, and then, drawing up their kmees so that their feet were £lat against the
posts fastened the feet with spikes. Helf-way down the post wag a peg knovn &8 the
seat which gave a degree of support to the body; otherwise, the weight of the body
would have torm it from the cross,

When they saw Eim at length lifted up on Hls cross between the two robbers, the

enemies of Jesus sent up a great shout of exultation, and nilling around the cross,
coming ag near to it as they dared, shaking their fists at Him and meking sham obeisance
before Him, they mocked the dying King of CGrief. "Ha! destroyer of the temple and
bailder of it in three days, save thyself and coume down from the crossi® 'He saved
others, Himself He carmot savel® T"If you are the Christ of God, His Chosen, then

why does God not save you?" "You worked greal miracles. low glve us ome more miraclel
Gome down from the cross, and we will believe!® Even the soldiers, msually indifferent
%o the fate of men on the cross, got up from the ground where they were casting lots
for Fis garments and began to mock Him, bowing grotesquely before Him, holding a cup
of vinegar up te His lips and then withdrawing it from Him, and shouting, "If you are
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the King of the Jows, as you say, why don't you save yourself?"

In the midet of the agony of the ecross, a poor, wayward sinner on another cross at
Jesus! side, saw in Christ the divine Saviour., When he looked from his cross to
Christ, he saw perfect innocence, and that softened his heart, Ceasing to rail and
to mock, = new and strenge lecok came over his distorted features. He was silent
wrile the other robber wenbt on taunting and reviling Jesus., Then, breaking his own
silence, he called across the body of Jesus to bis companion, "Be silenmt! dost not
thou fear God, séeing thou art in the sams condermation? And we indeed, Jusily; for
we receive the due rewsrd of our deeds: But this men hath done nothing amiss,”
Apain he was silent, while the other thief turned from mocking Jesus to teunting
him for his nsst crimes and his present change of heart., Then, turning his head

ag far as the agony of the cross would permit, he looked toward Jesus snd prayed,
"Iord, remember me when Thou comest into Thy kingdem." When he thug threw himself
apon the mercy of the lord, Jesus snswered, "Today shalt thou be with Me in Pargdigel”
Thus our Iord swung open the gates of heaven and the dylng robber entered.

I, The ¥Man Who Wanted To Be Saved.

He was o malefactor or lawless man. He was guilty of crimes against society and
was paying the price of his sin. God had been ruked out of his life. His mind
was warped and his heart was defiled. ' '

Be wes a dying man, hanging upon a tree, life ebbing from his body. He had put
off the matter of his salvetion a long time. He had lived a God-less and a Christ-
less life, Death was just a few minutes awazy, and yet he desired to enter heaven.

He was a lost man. He was not lost because he had sinned sgainst sociely, or
had robbed his fellowmen, or had killed others, or was dying a shameful death
_upon & cross. He was lost because he had rejected the only Saviour.

ITI. How He Was Not Ssved,

‘He ‘was not saved by promising the Iord to live a batter life. For him there

_was no escape from death; therefore, he Gid not go through the foolish procedure
of saying, "lord, if I get down from this cross, I'm going te live a better life.?
That sort of a promise uswally is not werth the smap of your finger.

He was not saved by emmerating a list of his goed deeds. Many lest sinmers
will interrupt a testimony about the saving power of Christ in order to tell
what fine vpersons they are by emmerating a long list of the works of the flesh,
But this robber did not do this., If he had any good works, he did not mention
them, He certainly did not get into the family of Cod by any works of
righteousness or by any yeasrs of service. He had no chance ail all to serve
Christ because he did before sun down. And yet, we must remember that he was

saved.

He was not saved by joining a church, by being baptized, or by parteking of the
Iord's Supper, for he never did anmy of these things, '

ITI. How He Was Saved,
1. He Acknowledged the Deily of Christe.

He had heard Jesus talk with the Father, He had seen the mervelous and
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beautiful spirit of the Ssviour. He hesrd Him pray for the men who nailed
Him to the cross. Therefore, this poor dying thief acknowledged the deity
of Christ, He turned unto Christ and sppealed unto Him, saying, "Iord,
remember me when thou comest inte Thy kingdom.™

He Acknowledged His Sin.

Pe knew that he was z sinner. Be confessed that he wes & sinner. He
recognized the juwstice of the penslty which he was enduring. He repented
of kis sin. :

He Accepted Jesus Christ As His Saviowur,.

His sublime faith was expregsed in his prayer, "lord, remember me when
thou comest inte Thy kingdom.'" How marvelous an expressien of faith that
wag-=faith in the Person of Christ, faith in the Power of Christ, and
falth in the Mercy of Christ.

When he accepted Christ azs his substitute, the doors of hesven siung wide
opeh, and he received salvation and entered into life eternal.

This man had nothing to commend him to the faver of the Iord. He was

& hardensd sinner. He stood upon & pim-point of time., His past was dark,
hie future wes hopeless, and there was only omne ray of hope and light

and this he received. He had nothing but faith in Christ and that is all
he needed to obtain salvation and to be admitted into heaven. There is
only wne way to heaven and that is the way the penitent thief travelled.
There is only one gate inte heaven, and that is the one through which the
pvenitent thief entered, the gate of repentance toward God amd faith in
the Iord Jesus Christ., That gate is cpened teday for those whoe will
enter., Christ will acéept and save the soul of any person whe will

trust Him. The Saviour of the souls of men made = prompt, personal,
pesitive, and pleasing promise bo him who prayed, "Iord, remember me when
Thou comest inte Thy kingdom", namely, "Today shalt thou be with Me in
paradise.” This glorious promise of the Saviour indicates that He can
forgive the sin of the past, bless the life of the present, and promise
every blesiing needed for the future., This perscnal, prompt, pesitive,
and pleasging promise is made to all who will turn to Christ and accent
Him as their personal Saviour, '

During the Civil War a soldier wes shot te pleces, Another stopped and
placed water on his head. "What more can I do?" he asked. Ir reply the
soldier s2id, "I would heve you wiite a letter to my father which I

shall sign.” This he did. The reguest was that the letter should be taken
to the father if the living soldier survived. The war wes over and the
letter was taken to the great Judge's home, the father of the dead soldier,
The soldier who csrriéd the letter wzes in rags and the servent refused to
admit him. He waited until the Judge came out. He was pushed to one

side, the Judge thinking him to be only a begger, The Judge was shown

his son's signature, and it was then that he threw his arms sbout the
eoldier and asked him into his house saying, "You may have anyihing my
money can buy and what my influence can procure,” Tt wag the name of the
son that unlocked the heart of the Judge snd opened the door of his home
to the soldier. This is true in our case. It is the nsme of Jesus that
opens the heart of God and the door of Heaven to us. :



