HQME AT LAST
Tuke 15:20-24

In this pearl of the parzbles the master Artist portrayed a son who was so sager to in-
dulge in sin, withoul any resiraint or inberfersnce, that he despised his home and wanted
to get away from it. He was exceedingly anxious to bs his own boss, and to do absolutely
&= he pleased. The farther away from home that he gould get the better he thought it
would be for him. He oblained his inheritance, took his departure, went into a far
country, got ¢n a spending spree, and wasted what had been given to him by indulging in
& life of sin. How ofien the story has been repeated in substance to the sorrow of
loving parents and to the grief of a holy God! Think what injury and grief that a soul
can bring to those who love him! There isn't any wound like the one which stabs the

home and leaves its scar in hearts most dear. o

What that father suffered while his son was living riotously in the far country, I do
not know. It may be that some father who is listening to me does know. When this young
man left home, evidently there wasn't any loud cry of grief. The father's wound was too
deep for words. :

For some time all was merry with him; money was abundant, so=-called friends were mmercus,
and life was gay. It was not & great while until these conditions were changed = his
money, hie so-celled friends, and everything worthwhile were gone. He joined or glued
himself to a citizen of that country, who sent him out to feed #wine. He had refused to
siay in his father's home, but he becams » swineherd for the citigéen to whom he pimmed
himself, He had refused his father's love, and now he had swine for his companions.

Sin had afflicted this young man with & type of insanity, robbed him of his normal reason,
and made him a slave and & fool. The prodigal was not himself - his real self or his
whole self = in what he was doing in the far country. He was expressing enly the worst
part of his nature. '

In his poverty, hunger, helplessness, and despair, this young man began to think. He
thought of his father's comfortable home, of the liberty which he had acquired and then
abused, and of the way he had squandered his resocurces in riotéus living. While thinking
of his condition, circumstences, end surrcundings, "he came to himself." At last he dis-
covered that he had sinned against his father. He realized the folly of his manner of
1ife, and what a fucl he had been in exchanging the comforts of home for the hardships
and hunger of the far country. So, he decided to go home.

How did this younger son develop the motivation necessary to mske the decision to EO

home and to carry it inte effect? The thing that made him Mwise to himself" was the fact
that he who had been sc self-sufficient, who could not be wrong, and could not fail,
suddenly found himself to be ragged, dirty, hungry, friendless,pemniless, shelterless,

and bedless. Now that the worst had happened, the beautiful fantasies of his conceited,
wishful thinking evaporated. He was aware of the stark reslism into which he had stunbled
foolishly. He was sbout to understand what had happened. He knew that he was responsible
for what had occurred. I is encouraging and commendable that he didn't alibi or blame
someone else. '

¥hen he reached the point where he was willing to face the facts as they were » he thought
clearly, end straight. He vecalled the mezls that were served to his father's hired ser-
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vents in the days of his childhood and youth

—

. They were wholesome, nourdshing, and

adequate. They satisfied hunger and gave sufficient strength for work. Instantly the
contrast beiween the diet of his father's servants and himeelf shocked him. This stari-
ling recognition of the superior situstion of his father's servants to his own quickly
changed the prodigal's perspective. He pealized that he would be many times bstier off
a5 & hired servant in his father’s house than where he wae. He was thoroughly eonvinced
that he must go back home and get rdght in his relationship wiith his father. ,

When he ceme to his senses and 4o sn awarens
good Judgment to twrn his steps toward homs.
spirit that he had when he left on his pilgr

85 of his wretchedness; ‘the young man had the
He certainly did not return with the same
dmage into sinful living., He had a different

idea of his father than he did when he took his departure from home. He also had quite

& different opinion of himself. ZHxperience

 dearn from any other, and sgarcely from it.

is an expensive teacher, but some refuse to

As the prodigal thought of the home he had left in order to go inte sin, and the father
whom he had lef{ in sorrow, hé bscame quite humble., His thoughts certainly troubled ,
him. He was ashamed of himself and of what he had done. His previous folly and stupidity
had become unbelievable to him. How eould he have been so foolish?

Three things troubled him very much. First ,

there was the emsasras@mnt of facing the

folks who had known him in his youth and were acquainted with his proudly ambitious exit
from their commmunity, What people think and say exeris a powsrful influence in many of
life's situations. This is especially so when one has plummeted from the heights of ex~
ceptional privilege to the depthe of dishonoring want, Chief gmong those whom he dreaded
to mest was his elder brother, who obyviously thought thef his kid brother lacked both

commnon sénse and good character. To feee hi
template.

& brother was a terrible thought to cone

The sstond esnter from whz.ch troubled thoughts arvse to harry his homeward journsy was
. his realization that he had hurt his father.
-scorned his father's love. Sin's delusions had created irrepressible eonflict between

-them, and it was all his faiilt. People were

At last it was clear to him that he had

0o different besically in those days from

what they are now. It is not wmusual for girls in their teens 10 become wiser, according
to their own opinions, than their mothers. In most instances boys in their teens are
smarter than their fathers, in their oun -astimation. ,

Mozt young pecple really think they have the
lacking the sxperience and observation of th

Judgment and ability to run their own lives,
eir parents, they cannot think as their

elders do, Deep within themselves ithey are aware of their inferiority to their parents
in both observation and experience. So » they sesk to compensate for their deficiencies
by aggressive self-assertion. They are driven to revolt egainst 81l who are older than
themselves, but their principal tergets are their paréente. In thie realm Satan produces

many tragedies.

The third and most devastating thought that troubled the prodigal on the trek home was

the utter humiliation he suffered because he

~the torturing pain which follow a basic loss
have sufficient couraze to facs them. In every way possible they sesk to escape. FEven
though God forgives them, they cannot forgive themselves., When self~respect is wounded,

& person is in a erisis,

had lost face with himself. The pangs of
of self-respect are agenizing, Not many
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To get back home, the prodigal had to travel the same distance back to his father that
he had traveled away from him. It is always a long wey back from the far country of
wrong, of shame, or of ein. Many are so frightened by the vast distance that they
never start. , . . _

The prodigal's mind clpared mbout many things. At last he acquired the right attitude
towsrd his father. He had considered his father &n old foolj his wanity had gilded his
adolescent thinking and made it look like wisdom to him. He wees sure that he was the most
brillient young genuis ever, But when the scalés of delusion fell from his eyes, he saw
his father and himself in the frue light of reality. Whersas his father had been wise,

he had been extremely foulish. But this revelation no longer discouraged him. Rether,

it gave himstrength. To be with his father, to have the benefit of his father's wisdon,
the security of his father's suthority, and the blessing of his father's approval - these
were the things for which he was longing. The thing which he desired suprenely was to
square himself with his father, - :

The prodigal had wanted independence mnd self-glorification,but now he desired dependerce
and dirsstion. The position of hired servant in hie father's household had besome a
thing for more preciocus than all the independence he had previously desired. His father
would be responsibile for him and would tell him what to do. Whatever his father told
him to do would be the best thing to be done. Its yesults would be happily eatisfying.

As his father's hired servant, he would be successful and heve real gecurity. '

Realizing that he had wrecked his oareer and ruined his life, this woung man had enough
courage 40 go back home exactly as he was, with the definite purpose of speakingthe
hardesi words in the humen language, I have simned.® Moreover, he was determined to
apply for the position of a hired servant of his father, which he considered to be far
better than his existing status. ) ‘

As he trudged along the homewerd way, he gave ssrious ponsideration to the spesch which
be intended to make fco his father wpon his arrival at home. Qaite 1ikely he trerbled
&= be thought of the reception he might get when he approached his father. Have you
ever tried going back? It is the most difficult thing in life 10 do honorably. The
best of us find it difficult to withdraw & word we have spoken. What n eomedown when ve
have to apologise formally! This young men, who & while 2go went away with all the pomp
he eould musier; was now going batk home. What would his boyhood pals think of dim?
What would his father think of him? _

Heanwhile the devoied Tather was anxiously weiting and watching for the prodigel to return.
In fact, he was far mors amdous for hin to come back than the boy was to return, Daily,
and likely several times each day, the father gazed dowm the road to smee if he might eatch
a glimpse of his boy returning home. This father had never ceased to love his son, and '
to long for his return. None of us know the love, the faith, and the hopes of owur fathers
and mothers who will not give us up, however far we wander sway. Daily this father looked
for the return of his son, and believed that he would come home. He slso wondered where
his boy was, what he was doing. and what he had become. He never forgoet hinm, never gave
up; but kept on waiting and wetching for him.

ioubtless as he madé his journey homs, the prodipal dreaded the moment of reunion wiih his
father, but his fears were wholly unwarranted., As he was approaching home, the father saw
him in the distance, recognized him, tried to place himself in the son's position, felt as
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much pity for him &s the ragged, dirty, and hungry prodigel could have felt for himself,
and ren down the road %o meet him., That word ran is significant here. It expressed the
abandonment of dignity in the lenging of the father for his son. In the eyes of the people
of the Eaet, it is very undignified for an elderly man to yun. Aristotle said; "Great

men pever run in public," But the sight of Lhis boy coming dowm the dusty road was too .-
much for his father's somposurs. Forgetting hle dignity, and scorming sl trivisl soeisl
rdes; ke ran t6 mest his son, ' : | -

The father threw hie arms around the meck of hie son and kissed him, thereby proving that
reconciligtion and pardon had balen plase. The father did not show any tracs of resentment
or anger, He never bemoaned his personsl unheppiness during the absence of his son. He
did not-displey any eruption of ocutraged goodness.' He did not speak a single word of
reproof. The conscience-siricken offender did not need seoldings he weeded help.

Those who are inclined to be critical would say, "It would have been better to have

waited until the boy had made an acknowledgment of his srongdoing.*  But it would not

have been better. The fathe- knew that hic son wWould meke gonfession best when his head
¥os pillowed on his ghoulder. It is hard for some to understand the sagerness of the father
to forgive. Under similsr eirpumstances some would say, "I would have let him come $0 the
door. That would have {ested his sincerity, and let him Jnow thel I.do not yegard his sin
Ughtly. I would have let him knock a while before I would have answered. That would have.
tested his eincerity, and lei him know that I do not regard his sin lightly. I would

have let him knock & while béfore I would have answersd. That would have served to.deepen
his pepentance. If I had been too easy on him, I would have expected him to be tempted to
run awey again,® ' ‘ ' :

Hie Deelaration. Verse 21
Fully aware of his ti‘ei'rﬁ.ble_ sing, and £313ed with resl regrel over them, the son declared;

-‘*Father,_ I have sirmed against heaven, and in thy sight, and em no move worthy to be ealled

thy son.® Conscious of his personal guilt and wworthiness, he kmew that he deserved to
be punished. Because of his genuine penitence, the young mar was not permitied to finieh

" the speech he had prepared and had started to deliver. The father's forgiving grace

spared the son his humiliating petiticn 16 be veceived as & hired servant.

Afier his repentance, return, reconcilistion, restoration,and reinstatement, the son was

led imto the house, and the father called his servants and told them to place & robe upon
his back, a ring upon his finger, and shoes §in his feel. He &lso commended them fo k1Y

& fal 021f and prepare a great feast for the celebration of the return of his son. From

every svandpoint the young man recsived a royal welcome, and there was great rejoicing.

There will be great rejoieing if you, who arve unsaved, will acknowledge your ain, repent
¢f it, and recelve Christ @s your Saviour. As long as you refuse to acknowledge that you
are & sinner, to vepent of your sin, and to trust Chrisi as your Saviour, you cannot ex-
pect 1o be saved, blessed, and used by the Lord. ¥Won't you receive Him now? Won't you
say with the mong writer,

"1've wandered far away from God,
Now I'm cosing home;

The paths of sin too long I've trod,
lord, I'a goning hone,”



