THE WORD OF SALVATION

FEnd he said unito Jesus, Iord, remember me when thov comest into thy kingdom. And Jesus
sald unto him, Verily I say unto thee, To day shalt thou be with me in paradise.® Iuke 23:
PR A S :

Tt was a holidey in Jerusalem more than nineteen centuries ago and great multitudes frem
cut of town thronged the streets of the city. These strangers had come to célebrate the
Fassover,

Heme was going to execmte three prisoners that dey. The reason for the execution on thet
perticular day was because the lerzest poszible mumber of spectabors was desired. She wanted
to let her subjects see what it mesnt to rebel agsinst the goverrment,

On the way to Calvary the procession went slong ths rain street of tho city so that all

might see the criminals and be warred against a similsr fate. As they passed along, the

erowd fell in behind them, with a view to seeing the bloody show. Fven the priests forget
their dignity and high office and welked along with the rabble mob, shouting their imprecations
and cruel jests. The centurion marched imperieusly shead. The soldiers were om either

side of the condemned men and behind them, sometimes roughly pushing the erowd agide, and
semetimes with their scourges and their curses urging the three men with the crosses on

thelir beacks to get along faster. In the crowd, however, there were a few of the women

who hal known Christ Jesus and loved Tim, and they followed after Hi

Him, weeping and wailing,
Their tesrs and their cries were s siremnge contrest to the curses anmd blows of the soldiers
and the jeers of the spectators.

Just as they were passing out of the gate of the city toward Golgotha, the lerd Jesus,
weakened by the loss of blood threugh the brutal scovrging which He had endured, stumbled
end fell under the weight of His cross. Seeing thet it was impossible for Him to carry

it, the soldiers laid hold upon a proselyte Jew from North Africa, Simon of Cyrene, who

had come wp to celebrate the Passover, and who was standing im the line of march, and ordered
bim, puch against his will, to take up the cross of Christ and carry it for Him. ¥We

wonder if Simon said anything to Christ, or if the Saviour said anything to him, as they
went aleng carrying the cross. Did Simon get a glunce frem the face of Christ which touched
his heart and, before they reached the Place of the Slmll, made him glad that he had been
able to help Him with His eross? Whethner that wes o or not, forever afterwards Simon of
Cyrene will be a name for those whe im this world helped Christ to bear His cress. So

the procession passed on, out of The pate of the city, and up the steep hill to the Flace
of the Sknli, '

When they reached the well-known place of crucifixien, the condemned men were stripped of
thelr clothing., The transverse planks were nailed to the vests, and the doomed men were
stretched upon them. Well-hardened to the terrible duty, the soldiers went quickly and
methodically gbout their tasks, driving nails through the hands of the prisoners, and then,
drawing up their knees sc that their fect were flat against the posts, fastened the feet
with spikes. Ealfwway down the post was a peg knewn asg the seat which gave a degree of
support to the body; otherwise the weight of the body would have torm it from the cross,

When they saw Fim st length 1ifted up on His cross between the two robbers, the enemies

of Chriet sent wp a great shout of exultation, and, milling around the eross, coming as

near to it as they dared, shaking their fists at Fim snd meking sham cbeisance before

Him, they mocked the dying King of Grief, "Ha! destrover of the temple and builder of it
in three days, save thyself amd come down from the crcesl™ PHe saved others, Vimself He
eannot savel™ "If Thou art the Christ of Ged, Eis Chogen, then why does God not save
Thee?¥ '"You worked grest miracles. How give us one more miracle! You raised Iazarus

from the grave; you restored the widow's son; vom brought the daughter of the ruler back

to 1life; now sre you not able to save yourself? You healed the woman with an issue of blood;
why don't you stop the flow of your own blood? Youm cpened the eyes of the blind; vou healed
the paralytic; you cured ten lepers; why can't you do scomething for yourself? Come on nowl
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Give us jusl one more miracle! Come down from the eress, and we will believé!"™ ZFyen
the soldlers, wsuelly indifferent to the fate of mer on the cross, got up from the ground
where they were casting lots for Fis garments and began to mock Him, bowing grotesquely
before Him, holding a cup of vinegar up to His lipe and then withdrawing 1t from Him,

and shouting, "If you are the King of the Jews, as you say, why don't you save yeurself?"

The careers of the robbers were brousht to an irslericus but deserved epd. They were
suffering and dylng upon crosses for their crimes., Christ Jesus, Yho was erueified with
them, was ulterly wmlike them inm that He had never done a wromg. His entire 1ife had been
filled with déeds of kindness’ and mercy. ZRven 2% the brink of eternity the robbers joined
the other enemies of Christ im shamefully mocking Him.

When one of the robbers looked from his cross to Christ he saw perfect imnecence, and that
sof'tened his heart. Ceasing to rail and to mock, a new and strenge loock came over his dis-
torted features. He ceased to taunt Ghrist'while his comrade in crime kept on reviling
‘Him. Breaking his own silence, he called scross the body of Christ to his companion and
rebuked him, saying, "Dost not theu fear God, seeing thou art in the same condemmation?
And we indeed justly: for we received the due reward of our deeds: but this man hatk done
nothing amiss.” Thus he admitted thet it was tHe duve reward of his deeds that he was
receiving. looking to Christ he prayed, "lord, remember me when thouw comest into thy kingdom.?
Whern he thus threw himself in simple falth upen the merey of the Iord, Christ answered

him saying, "Today shalt thou be with me im peradise." Thus our lord swung open the gabes
of heaven and the dying, penitent and believing robber entered,

I. Ee ganted To Be Baved,

He was a lost man and knew it, He was not lost because be had sinned against sociely,
but because he had rejected the only Savicur. He had lived a godless 1ife, He had
delayed the matter of his salvatieon a long time. He was dying, Hanging on o cross,
his 1ife was ebbing away. Death was just a very shori time away, ané he was desirous
of going to hesven.

I, He Vas Saved.

43 to how he was saved, let us observe the method from two standpoints:

1. Kegatively.
He was not saved by promising the Lord to live a betier life. TFor him there was

no escape from death; therefore, he did not go through the foolish precedure of
saying, "Lord, if I get down from this cress, I am going to live & better l1ife.®
That sort of & promise unswally is not worth the snap of your Tinger.

He was not saved by emumerating a 1list of his good deeds. HMany lost simmers will
interrupt one who is witnessing to the saving power of Christ in order io tell what
fine vpersons they have been and enmmerzte a list of the works of the flesh, But
this robber did not do thet. He certainly did net pget inte the family of God by
any works of righteousness or by any years of service. He had no chance whatever
to serve Christ beeause he died before the sun went down over the western horizon.

He was nol saved by beinig baptized, by joining a church er by partaking of the
Tord's Supper. If a man is saved, bhe cught to be bapiized, and, if he loves the
ILord as he should, he will be bapitized., If a man is saved, he will want %o jein
a church. Bubt, these things do net save.

2. Pozitively.
(1} He acknowledged his sin.
Be 4id not hesitate to confess thet he was a simner, He confessed that he deserved
to die.
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(2} He ackmowledged the deity of Christ. _
He had heard Christ tslk with the Hesvenly Father., He had scen the mervelous
spirit in which the Seviour prayed for the men who had nailed Him %o the cross.
Turning to Christ, he cried, "lord, remember me when thou comest into thy
kingdom.”™ He not only confessed the sinlessness of Christ, but also that He
was God.

(2) He accepted Christ as his Saviomr. ,
This man had nothing to commend him to the favor of Christ. THe was a hardened
ginner, He stood, as it were, uwpon a pin-point of time. His past was dark,
his future wes hopeless, and there was only one ray of light and this he
received. He had nothing but faith in Christ and that was all he needed to
obtain salvation and te be admitied to heaven. He had faith im the person
of Christ, the power of Chirist and the meércy of Christ., When he repented
of his sin and received Christ as his Saviour, he received salvation and entered
upon life eternal., To him the Seviour proupbly, personally and positively
said, "Today shalt thou be with me in paradice,.?

During the Civil ¥War a soldier was shot to pieces. Another soldier stopped
and placed water on his head. "What more can I do?" he asked, Tn reply the
soldier said, "I would have you write a letter to my father which I shall
gign.® This he did. The reguest was that the letter should be taken to the
father 1f the living soldler survived., The war was ever and the letter was
taken to the home of the famous judge, the father of the dead seléier. The
soldier who carried the letter was in rags and the servant refused to admit
him, He waited until the judge came out. Fe was pushed to one side, as if
he were only a beggar. Then the father was shown the signatore of his son,
and it was then that he threw his arms around the soldier and asked him into
his house saying, "You may have anything my money can buy and what my influence
can procure.” It was the name of the son that umnloecked the heart of the indge
and opened the door of his home to the soldier. This iz true in our case,

It is the name of Jesuws Christ that opens the heart of God and the door of
heaven to us,.

To reject the one and only Saviowr is wromg. I% is injuriocus to the one who

dees it, depriving him of the greatest joy there is and closing the door of
heaven in his face, It has a terribly destructive influence on others, turning
them awey from Christ and pointing them towsrd an eternal hell. Besides, it

is unfair to Christ. Becsuse He died for us on the erosg, He deserves our

souls, our lives and our s1l. I plead with you to receive Him now as your perscnal
Saviour,



