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fur soripture lesson informs us thst, while Jesus Christ was spesk-
ing of such imporitent matters as the danger of hypocrisy, the comfort
that comes from the realization of the providence of God, and the Guty!
of confessing the truth before men, He was intervupted by cne of the men
in the crowd who sald, "¥aster, spesk to my brother, that he divide the
inheritance with me." Evidently, this brother had been wronged out of
his share of the inheritance and so he wanted Christ to play the part
of & small attorney and get his share conveyed to him., This ocur Lord
deliberstely declined to do. his socielistic brother, who wanited the
inheritance divided, misunderstood the mission of Christ. With some
degree of severity, Christ replied to his request in ths following
words, "Man, who made me & judge or a divider over youtY  Thus, Christ
indlicated that He had not come into the world io meddls directly with
legal or political affairs. He came for the regeneration of indivi-
dusls, snd through that He desired to affect the publiec 1ife.-

So, rising from the individual case, Jesus addressed himself to the
évil of which this request was & manifestation. He turned to the mul-
titude and said to them, "Take heed, and beware of every form of covet-
ousness.” He meant that all should beware of setting up the possession
of riches ag the chlef good tc which everything else is to be made sub-
servient. He taught thet no one should let the ascauirement of weslth
become the absorbing ambition of 1ife. That is the reaning of His
eavution, and He enforced it with this consideration, "For, 2 man's life
comsisteth not in the abundsnce of things which he possssseth,®

Wow, 1% was to 1llustrate this truth thet Jesus relsted a parsble a=-
bout a rich man whose whole conctern was to multiply his posssssions.
This perable can never be forgotbten. To hesr it once is to bemember
it slways. As we study 1t and observe the plcture of the man we shall
NoLe pm=——

T. Bis Characteristics

1. He wag a real man :
This farmey was no wax figure. ie was no bloodless nonentity.
He was altogether humen stuff,
Zo He was an industrious men
He was alwsays busy and not in the lesst afraid of hard work,
Ze. He was & sueccessful business man
This fact is an evidence of his shrewdness and industry.
4. He was apn honest man
He hed not become rzich by mesnz of speculstion or oppression,
or digshmeésty. Thers ig no hint In the story of any Injustice
or wrong-doing.
5. Ee was a frugal man
He not only made money but he knew how to save what he made.
€. He was & prudent man
He wgs thoughtful.concerning the future. He prepered in time.
for ememgencies. Wes it not proof of the truest wisdom gnd
prudence to meke timely preparation for the comipg harvest?
Cnly 2 foolish man would have walted till the harvest time be-
fore making prepsreitlion for storage. The faect that he was con-
cerned sbout his hervests indlicstes that he was s thoughtful
MAN o

7+ He wes & prectical masn . )
Ho sooner ¢id he realize the meed than he set himself fto pro-



vide for it. With him to think was to act., He was nmeaking pro-
vigion for the fubtwre. He was prepering to retire from active
life =2nd give himself up to the anooyment of his posfessions.

E, He was 4n influentisl men
He was highly respecied In his community. He had not taken hisg
weslth Irom the pockets of others by robbery, legal or illegal,
He was & benefit to the whole communlity. His broasd acres reguir-
ed many hends for their culiivation, anc his wealth was the store-
house from which many workers drew thelr weges, and many fanmilies
their living., #ith' increesing prosperity he gave employment to
en ever=ineressing number of persons, and sco the comminity looked
vpon him 23 8 greset patron of industry. His neighbors looked up-
on him with admirsetion, and perheps Iin some casesz with anvy,

IT. His Circumsiences

1.%2 wzs wealthy :

However, he was not rebuked for that fact, The Bible is =z tre-
mendously reasonable book. It is the acme of good common sense.
It s the very climax of sanity. It never joins In any wild ti-
rade zsgasinst ?'c?es& It never ralils agsins® rich men 51;m1v be-
cause they are rich. It no more does that than it lsuds po
men because they sre poor. It frankly recognizes the ﬂanger in=-
cident to the possession of riches. It mekes vlsin the fact that
the rich man 1ls the greatly tempted man, It is wepy difficult %o
e wealthy, so I am told,-

{1} without loving richses

(2} Without thinking onets self better and grester because of

them,
{3y Without trusting irn them instead of trusting in Cod.
2. Be wazz prosperous ‘
Be prospered by means of & legitimatie cailing. He understood
hisg business His prosperity was Iarpgely the outcome of his
oW iréu*try‘aﬁd good ?anagement and the b?essiﬂg of Goa upon
hhls efforts.
3. He had invested largely iln Jands.

That showed an slsment of wiszdom, because laﬁd could not be con-
sumed by fire or removed by foe.

TIT. His Character

If we were to deseribe his character, the chences are, we would
call him w%se, kind-hesrted, thrifty, and even be?evolent. We
would praise him, honor him, and try to imitste him, and flastter
oursel¥es by thinking that the mesasure of owr 1m3tatlon of him

ig also the mesagsure of our wisdom and even of cw Christisnity.
But, God described this character of our shrewd hero when He said
thet he wes & fool. Thisg man was 2 feool in the sight cf God. God
geve the correct estimste of him and sn exact description of his
charscter. ILikewise, 811 who imitate this man, whether of vester-
dgy or today, are fools sceording te the judgment of the same God.
¥nereln did the folly of this man consistd Inge--

1. His forgetfulness of God

He was a prectical atheist. He had absolubely no recognition
cf God. God was ss completely lgnored by him as i1f He did not
exist. God had msde him and owned him, but, there was no
recognition of God in any of his plens or any acknowledgment
whatever of His gcodnesgs to him. While thinking of his gifts
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he forgot the gilver. He rseckoned without God, and the man who reckons
without God iz & fool. He completely ignored his responsivility to Ged
in the matter of his possessions. He spoke as if he merited all of his
prosperity, and so he gave (od no preise. The ides that any portion of
the incresse of his fields belonged to God seemed never to have entersd
into his mind. He confused possession snd ownership. They meant the '
ssme thing t¢ him. Leaving Ged out of his thinking there wass no one for
him to thank for hls success but himself. He had no sense of cbligation.
The men who has no sense of obligation, the men who tells you that he has
& rignt to do a8 he pleases with his possessions is sinply telling you in
unmistekable language that he is a fool.

His forgetfulness cof his fellow-men

 He was emberrsssed with his riches. He hed no room in which to store his

fruits. Apparently, he had no idea that there was sny possible way of
bestowing his goods other than by storing them in his berns. He tock

counsel with himself ass te what he should do. In s flash the answer was
found. He decided Lo tesr down his barns, and build greater ones in which
he could store hilsg frults and goods. He thought there was no place for
produce except in barns. No other thought came to him. He lpgnored the
claims of other men upon him for his heip. He lived sliogether for himself.
He had no ldea of glving, only of getting; no ides of using, only of stering,.
He never dreamed of stewardship or service.

His forgetfulness of his soul

He preferred his body to his scul., While thinkirg of hiz body, he forgot
his soul, He only made provision for his physical needs. He acted ss though
material things were the proper food for the soul. But, the soul can be
gatisfied with nothing short of God. There is no gresier fool tharn the man
who mekes provision for the meeting of physical needs;: whe clothes his own

body, and cares for those who are round ebout him, bub whe mekes no provision

for his soul, and therefore, "is not rich towerd God ."
fis forgetfulness of the actusl value of things

Ignoring God he sought to find & substitubte for Him in abundant crops. He
showed himgself to be & fool by the confidence that he placed in things. He
over-estimated the vsiue of materisl possessions., He expected te be happy
because he possessed an sbundance of things. He velued his days by the
money thet he madé in them. S

His forgetfulness of desth’

He liwved as if he were never golng to-die. He presumpbtucusly caleulsted

on mery vears to come. He did not think of the daily possibility of death.
He ignored the truith that his materisl possessions were not to be his forever,
411 of his wealth could not lengthen hiz 1ifs on earith a single hour.,
Realth cannot buy off death and when we dils we can take none of it with us;
for, as the Spanish proverb puts it, "There are nc pockets in a shroud."”
Death is absolutely certaln to come, and mey come at any moment, therefors,

a man is a fool not to prepare for it.

Hie forgetfulness of eternity
He preferred time to eternity. There was every probabllity thaet he would live

for meny years, and he was wilse to prepare for that., But while thet was only
a probability, there was the positive certsinty that his soul would live thr-

ough all eternity, and he was a thriftless fool to mmke no provision for that,



%Wise to provide zgainst the possible; fool toc neglect the certsin, Wise
in what he had done; Tool because of whet he had not dopne., He was 8 fool
for refusing to meke provision for the eternity through which he must live.
Beceuse of these things, he received his just condemmation, "Thou fool, this
night thy scul shall be reguired of thee,m

Yet, all around us are those who are deoing just what this fool did.

If you can plcture an arch without & key-stone, 2 bullding of striking pro-
portions without & foundastion, the sky without a single star to light it up,
a life without hope for the present or the fiture, you will have In these
things & suggestion of what 1t mesns for a man to be rich in fielids, in
abundant harvests, and in great bearns, and yet poor teoward Sod.

And, lest we should pull cur skirts about wus aend thank God that we are
not &g thig man, the ¥aster forces the truth home upon ocur own hearis.
Jesus salid, "So is he that leveth up treasure for himself, and is not rich
toward God.® That is, if you sre living ydur life without God and living
only for self yoéu are just the same kind and just as grest a fool as was
this rich man of the story. The only way to ge right where this men went
wrong is to "yield yourselves unto God.," That is vour first duty. “hat
is your highest wisdom. FRecognize God s the Owner of all that you have.
Glve your all to Him and He willl give 31l to you.



