IFIED SAINES
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¥ind the Lord said, Simdn, Simon, behold, Sstan hath desired to have vou, that he
may 8ift you as wheat: But I have prayesd for thee, the! thy faith fail not: zuné
when thou art comverted, strengthen thy brethren.®  Iuke 22:31-32.

This text was spoken by our Lord at = sacrsd season in His 1life snd in the 1ife of
His disciples. It was on the night when Ee was betrayed, afier the Fassover fenst
and the esteblishment of the Lordls Supper s&s g reminder of His death snd His second
coming.

Bven in that sacred hour Eis disecinles wers wrangling as to which of them should rank
as$ greatest. He told them the way to greatness was through service and helping others.
And then with sobering suddenness He turned to give the golemn words of the text,:
which warned them that they would be sifted by Satan.

This fragment of .the conversation just before the scenme of His agony in the sarden
shows us the Masterfs conception of the crigis through which His disciples wers sbout
to pass. HNote that He d4id not let the foresight of Feferls desertion chill His preise

" of hiis pest faithfulnsss as ore of the Twelvs. Eeithar di¢ He perwii the memory of

Petertls faithfulness to modlifiy His rebuke of Felerts future desertion.

saying, ¥S3inon, Simon,

nges 3 3

3&3:1 hag claimed uh% r to sift as wn#at;“ Fhe provoun Yyou! is
1 == 5gtan hath desired to have you &il, theit bhe mey 4ift you all as wheat.®
makes Lt very vlain thst 1% was not only Simon Peter, bub also the rest of the

o8, that Salan was agking for the privilege of sifting as vheat.

ibis incident reveals the fact that Sstan cannot touch & Christian without Gedls
pereission.. EHis power is limited. Satan was skeptical of their fidelity and
integrity. Therefore, he wanted to sift them as wheat, in th e hope that they would
turn out $o be mere cheff, or at least that they would meke o miserable and scandalous
Jcléhle- He was exceedingly anxious to pass the apostles through the sieve of

tation, hoping thereby io overthrow their faith. He maintains this attitude

ard effort with reference to g1l the followers of Christ.

i

The Danger To The Sainits.

#Belhold, Satan has asked to have you, that he may sift you as wheai.’ When Satan
asked for the apostles in order that he might sift them, he was not making a new
request. Centuries earlier, he had asked for Job thet he might sift him. Perhsaps
the case of Job was in Christ's mind when He addressed this text to Peter.

In that hour all eleven apostles were in danger, and FPeter was especially so. But,
they were forewarned that Satan had asked 0 have them for ths purpose of gifiing
them. Hitherto, he had sifted them with a gentle sagitation. Now, he was sesking
permission o shake them violently, as wheat wes sheken in the sieve. He wanted %o
tosg them to and fro with sudden and sharp femptations, 1o distract thelr minds with
Gismal forebodings and apprehensions, in the hope thet they would be induced to take
refuge in utber defection. Our Lord very frankly werned them of their danger in
order to induce them to watch and to pray.

Saten not only desired to sift them, but he had slready recelv d permission to do s0.
fhe verse may be translafed, "Sstan hath got hold of you," or ¥Satan hath ;rocureﬁ
your being surrendered %o him." And the pronoun ¥you' is plural, showing that i
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wes not only Simon, bui sll the eleven, that Saten had desirsd, and for e period had
obtained feor the specific purpose of sifting.

by "eiftine!

or shaking in such e manuer that part will fall throuwh
"iu of wheat is & vrocess. The whest must

n irow the oir and from
gsifted. HWo peins must be

i yhc;e ef cheracher
soul Lo detect its

mt the donger upon themselves. They virtually invited
ently they had ignored (nristls teaching concerning
°1t of envy and selfish smbition, which they had

In = sense, the aposiles bro
Sahm.hme-quvcoq,-
huniiity and leve.
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harvors é ;eL Satan to vhet perticuler upper room. If the
u@&,lg a elfish, if their Learts bad Deen more guileless, zad
if attuned by discipline to-the tzechings of their Lord,

sohed 50 that uy i1, ne¥r would they have stood in

n

_— " ¥ o w2 el . NP W
siach aanger of & awiug

mam&w Peter, in porticulsr, bed one great cdefsct. He had too rmch self-confidencs,
e onfide wuged hizm to sveak end to sct (oo gsulciiy. In the Few Yesi
i reated in one as thet wvhicn shiuts ous

Fidences

P

in God. ig ever the en feilth. You will recall they ofter Feter made his
wonderful confession of feiih ot Coesares Fhilinei (Mett. 16118}, ke feli so confie
gent thet he even presumed t struct the Lord. "hen Peter tock Him, snd begen

rebuike H ol Thee, Lord: this shell zot be nnto Thee,b

222}, g sufferings and death, &t the hends of Hig ene
rwore then Jesus. Hhe Lord had to rebuie Feter

tut Peter %h

et thae | (ﬁéﬁ%. 16:23*}.

needed 6 be sifted out of Simont Piret of all, it was his

he own imporiance, and his boasting of his own merits. %l
y vou will observe that Job showed that he resented whai kis brethren
i, condition. 1% iz true that he was falsely accused, butb -to answer them
he g wﬁ¢f1ea nlmself. Tou connot answer znd defeal Saten by trying o Justify vour~
elf. If you are full of self znd the feeling of self-importance, you are in s
engerous condition. As ceriain as can be, you will be sifted, and the process will
be far from pleasant. And remember that you will have Troughit it wpron yourself.
Regerdless of how often He has warned us, the old confidence and prids of tbe flesh
ig never gottnn out of us uniil it is sifted out by some palnfui PYrocess.

The Defence 0f The Salnts.

Christ anticipated this danger. He did nol wait until Fis discipls was in the snare
before He sought to help him. He interéeded for him before the danger came. Eis
intercesslion preceded Satan's avtaeck. "But I heve prayed for thee, thet thy Feith
f2i2 not.¥ The proncun ¥thee® is singular and refers %o Simon Peter, the impulisive
apostle who was so Teady to lead. Thus Christ singled him oud and %old him thes He
had preyed for him. He knew that he needed special preyer for the sifting time shsad.
He preyec for him pariiculerly and personally. The Master did not pray that Peter
night escape the frial, for he needed just such an experience. He did no% pray that
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he might not fall, but that his fzith might not feil or suffer sn eclipse. Our
Lord knew full well all of Feter's infirmities, but He also knew how ardently he
could love, how devotedly he could serve, and how much he could do. He inew that
he had something in him which was worth working on and worth preserving.

The man who was in the gresiest danger was the one who wag nearest to Christ, and
the chief object of Eis intercession. Thus 1t is slways. The fenderest of His words,
the sweeiest of His consclstions, the strongest of His supplies, the most pleading
and vrgent of His petitions, and the mighitisst gifts of His grace are given to the
weskest, $he necdiest, and those in the most sorrow and siress and perili. They who
want Eim most zlways have His nearest. The thicker the darikmess, 'the brighter His
lizh%; the dresrier our lives, the richer His presence; the more solitary ws are, the
larger the gifts of His compeonionship. Our need is the measure of His prayer. EHe

is regarding us with o very tender intsrest, Iis following the choices we are making
and the courses we are pursning with holy and loving solicitude, is grieved when Ee
sees us wander from the veth of wisdom, and rejolices in us snd over us when He seecs
us traveling the upward way. I% is indeed comforting and encoursging to znow that
our Master watches over His own with eyss of flame, with fender solicitude, and with
govereign power.

o

Wes Christ's prayer for FPeter in vein? Did hig faith fail? If we look only et his
denizl, we must answer, "yes.M If we look at the vhole of the fubure 1lifs of the
rostle, we zust enswer, ¥ne.V  Ielivse was not extinction. Az 2 result of bLeing

i in Satents sisve, the chafi was sifted out of the Apostle. and the yure wheat
Eis vanity was sifted out of him, his reash vpresumption wes sifted oul of
is impuisive readiness o bvlurt out the first thought thail came into his head
ves sifted out of him, end so his unrelisbleness and chengeableness weére largely
gifted out of hinm, sand he becene & man streng in grace, sund Iit o bear the burdens
o the wesk. :

The Duty Of The Saints.

*Do thou, when once thou hast turned agsin, stablish thy brethren.® The Lord imew
thet Simon's faith would not fail, Tut would meke & recovely. The word here trems-
lzted "converted" literally mescns Witurned around." It doss not mean, fwhen thou ard
regenerated, bub "when thou arit turned sgein, vhen thou hagt gotten right assin.®
Simon could not keep himsels, nor can any of us. Bul how good 1% is Vo know thnat
though our faith mey flicker it will no$ go out. We shell turn round agein, siffed
tut 831l pure grain and not chaff.

Chrigt anticipated s chenge being wrought in the characier of the sposile that would

make him helpful to others in time b0 come. KEig meaning was that = new power of helyp—
fulness was to come %0 Peter through his sad sxperience, which he should use in strengthen—
ing others to msel tempiation. FHis personasl failure would.mske him better able to help
others in their wesknesses by the experisnce he had gained in his weskness., His being
sifted made him more sympathetic ftowards the wesk, and better able to understand the

trizls and the difficultics that beset Them.

Peber had double cause for gratitude —— first, thet he had been forgiven and restored,
and second, that he vwas & betier man, prepared in s higher sense than before, to be

& patient and helpful friend fo others in similar trizl. He had the qualifications
for stablishing his brethren. He had known by experience the unforgetiing, rescuing,
restoring love of Christ. EKe took up the task laid upon him and justified to the

full his Mastert's confidence. XBecause Christ had helped him, he debermined to do all
that he could by prayer and otherwize for others. '

Peter was not satisfied merely %0 entrench bimself and to strenmgthen his own position.
de made it the great object of his life %o warn, to admonish, to exhort, and to
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establish his brethren. Heving turned back spain, afier being sifted, he was ensbles
to strengthen others, he wes obliged to strengthen others, ant he was disposed %o
stremgithen others. Es scusht to strengthen them in the way of izl afulneSS, thank-
fulness, and zesl for the glory of God.

.T.w wag big duty to Ysteblisk his brefbren' becsuse he could thus revdfest brotherly
3 i CGod, exp s bhis i g g g

wge God,

f«t{:. in his
i nis lebter,
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Saten s311l sifte szinta. That God their Saviour and Lord is $till concerned for
thew and will not let them fnll ubteriy. It meay take much sifting to se ~te the
cheff from the purs srain, Tul it will refine faith ahd give a new service ¢ sainte
who have failed > the Lord is through with us, sified saints will become strong
gzints sngd engthening wie.  Sifting cannot destroy faith bulb Only refing 1%

for better sculg aboui us are weiting for our better servise,
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FoSUUL WINHING, Dr. H. C. Hsble gives this challengi:

to Abrshem Linceln at
.2 riece of the rich gown

- sebress, in Fordl setre, Washington,
1) Lincoln fell. .é‘z.fwr the fatal shot of the
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er paraent. Afiter ihe ev
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Can any redsemed person be indifferent to the blood-bought freedom which Chrish
hag given?

What if we hove fziled Him in the past? Ve can turn again and go oub in service to
make others stronger and to win the lost to Him. Will we do it ~~ beginning now?



