THE CHHEIST WE KEED

L

szasege presents three things which are certalnly relevant to beth cur age and ouy

I, & Disordsr.

Things were not right in this communiby to which Christ came. The people in the some
miity were uneasy. A4s soon as the boab, in whieh Chriet and His dissinles crossed the
Ses of alilee, had grounded on the beach in 0adara and they had disewbarked, they heard
wild eries on hh& eliff above them, Looking up they saw & dreadful wreck of humanilty
rushing down toward them. Eis hair wes long, matbed; snd disheveled, His body was
gashed and bleeding Frow the wounds whick had been made by the stomes with which he had
eut himsel?, He wes a ghastly figure whe bad been dwelling In the towbs and nroving

%6 be a terror to all whe had besn pessing that way. Fueh of the time this poor cubcast
wes roaming over the hills, orying and howling fear uily, cubbing himsell with sharp
Flints and torbturing his body in 2 ferrible fashion. He frightened the seamen who came
6 the shore and saussd numerous itravelers and ﬁ@?éfﬁﬂtﬁ Lo burn back,

%%&méan@&, fearved, and avolded, this poor demonize pletured the devesiation 2nd Iomell-
ness of sin, He exhibited human 1ife in ite uttermost dervangewent, His mental, emstlonal
and volitional faculities werés all dominated bg-t&r &@Kﬁﬂug arnd their wastery ruined him,
Having lest ail that could make 1ife desirable, he had fellen béck inde the conditien

of savage 1ife. FHomsless, hﬂk&@&ﬁuai and hopeless, he led the 1ife of 2 vagrant, His
ggony of wind wes dyveadful and Tearful, Iy cubbing gasheg in bis body he souzghit o
transfer at least & part of his suflering from his mind to his hody.

This man was enslaved o ﬁvii¢ Eig snslavemend and helpnlesspess constitubed 2 thread
ta the whole commmity., This wen wes anbisecial. INebody sould live with him, It is
slways difficuld to live wi%h; anvhody whe iz torn by inward strife, He was not conly
sonstantly bertin g and d&m&g&mg fmeell, but he wes iiabls fo hurl sthers, Hig 1ife
was domineted by forces thal men ssemed powerless o owrb, He was s 1iabllity instead
of sn asset, & hindrance rather than a8 Meiﬂ Eﬂhy%ad of meiking the bhurdens of othevrs
iighter, he made them heavier.

This is surely one of the very matterns in our wodern scene thet causes many people to
be uwneasy, This men jnjured himself, was liable to hurt others, and threatensd the
ensive sommunity. We sres now living in an age of wonder -~ there is ne nusstion dbout
shate wonder 2% the selsntifie achievemsuts of men in this amazing space age,. Bul, D
is soually true thet this age of wonder is alse an age of werry. The obvious ouestion
that is continvally arising is, What is the geod of man conguering spage, if he sannot
conguer sin? And, I msk, Was there ever a time when evil was so blatant ov o beastly
28 today? Hes men & Puture? The young seosle of this gensration heve no grarentes
whatsoever that they will be allewsd to grow up., The so=called advanee of manis
geientifie knowledge has sprsated for the first fime s situation where man's mere
surrivel on the earth is now & debaitable and dovbibful guestiony that Leotal annibilatisn
ef human sccieby arnd of civilization a2 we know 1t is 2 menacing and murdevous possi
wility,

=

Byt for meny of us the zense of hopelessness, the sense of worry and snvlety, the threat
that svershadows llfﬁg is move impediately of the most inbdlmste chavacter, UWe wohdey
what will hapven to our children whe are growlng up in this sge. Whet will haoven o
home 1ife as we have kmown 147 ket will heppen to the whole Christlan patlern auw

stondard of living? The threat of untameable and uneirellsble evil is 2 despers ate y
urgent and ever-present one. OF the demonias the Seriptures say: "Ho men could teme
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Sheish was concerned with this element of discrder in the 1ife of the commmuniiy te
which He had come =~ the sheer heliplessness of this man's enslavement, the hurk he was
o himself, and the threst thet he was to the others in the community. There wasz alse
ancther area of Uhrist's eonesrn, Hot only wes Christ concerned about the helnlessuess
this demone-possessed man and of the people to do anybhing sboub it, bubt He was alse
- concerned shout men's wilfuliness. Dven though this region of E@ﬁ?«aizs W
ived reces and relizlonz, the historden Josephus tells us bbat those involved
- Ble ipcident with the herd of swine were Jews, and thet belng s whay'wyfg diglibare
aﬁ@wg and wilfully dissbeying the law of thelr Code

Fopr preasens which maybe we do not wnderstand, the heg was an unclean he&sxs snd my Jew

was allowed to have anybthing to de with swine, Yebl here were Jdews openiy and deliberstely

dissbering thelr Gody not only doing 1t, bub making woney out of 1t, Was 1% thelr disze
tenge from Jeruselen thet wade then feei that they e@ulé get away with 137 Ur wee 1%
seibly that the pagen environmendt around them made Shem Feel it would be all pigl
prs were doing it, why sheuld not they? There was 2 woral and ssirdtwsl disorder
wing right through the ilwes of zany. Likewisu§ we are living in e day when thé
giatinotion between the Ohvisitians and the papgens is beeoming inersasingly Dlurred,
Prosent-dsy discbedience to the Lovd and conformibty to the wrid are having terrifisa
Pasulhs,

Christ is comcerped nobt slwply with our helplessness, but also with our wilfulness. Is
tiis because of the distance between Uhristians and the Lewd? The disorder uﬁ?ﬂﬂyﬂ
rant¥s helpleseness, which is so obwious now, snd through men's wilfulness, which iz
gisarly discernad, are griseving our Lovd tremendously.

L

A Disturbance,

it & sonsiderable distence the demsnisc verseived Uhrist and His dlssigies lending snd
he oeme bounding toward them, As s@@a,av the diseiples saw Win and heard his evies
28 he came rushing towsrd them, they Isid hold on the boat and started to wush oub
fram the shore, Bub Chrisit was net afre id of the man or disturbed by him. He saw
gieat possibilities in the man. When the dewshepossessed meEn van to our Lord he
fapied with 2 Jowd wiee,”™ and zaids "What have I %¢ do with thee, Jesus, thou Sen
of the most high God? I adiure thee by Ood, that thow tormant me not® (Mark 5:7).

I«
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:”‘%&z ghows thet the man recognized th is%ﬁy and the sovereignty of Ubrist, &b the

2 time, he was fearful thet Christ would use His nower to injure him, but his Teer
without amy basis in fact.

dhen Ohrist came into this scene &F disevder end disturbance, ¥ @pamg@d he whole
weture, In this particular sitvatien He presented Himpself iIn a dusl canacliy.

T

1. His adenuscy w&s ssen,

The enslovenent of thisz dewenizs to evil was broken, Mothing is surer than this,
#hat the power of Uhrist is adeauate to cope with all the Porces of evil in the
wamEn heart. Yhen the Gadarens folk came gubt to meet Christ, we vead that they
sew him whe had besn possessed with 2 demon "sitiing clothed, and ip his right mind,¥

53

%

The adequacy of Christ to desl with our helplegsness is Indispubable, He is &ble
o save to the ntiermost all who come to ﬁ@@ by Him. This was the purpose of %‘s
goming: "Thou shald ezll his neame Jesus: for he shall ssve his nenplie Prom Lhelw
sins® {¥atthew 1:21), %hm adegusay of Christ to deal with our helnlessnesy 18

e

ghealutély true, If He cannet save you from your besebiing sin, what Wind of &



avicuy do you have to offer the world? The message of the entire Hew Testomend
that Christ is able to save. I hope thet Hs sdeovacey io deal with mants
nlessness is seen in yvour 1ife ond nine s cerbtainly 25 1t was in the sase of
iz pen in the Jerivbures,

sl

Fis subhority wes sénced,

Witk the calm voles of wumistakable authority Christ uttered the cormand: "Coms out
of the man, thow wnelean spirit.® Instently there burst forth frowm the victin 2
t Pearful shriek., At onee the Lsul and tense muscles of the arms of the deseniae

relaxed, The demong were cast oud of the mén in g moment,; whereupon he Yesame &
fetional being and the wild look faded from biz faee, ¥heén ths demons were sast
oxt of the man his resson wis reostoved, his wild eries cessed, his self-inflicked
wounds were healed, and his soul wme granted that pesce which passebth understanding.
¥hat an smeszing transformation had taken vlzce in the mep whod 851 the feet of
fhrist, clothed and In his right mindl He hed pessed from belng indwelt by depons
imbo fellowship with the Son of Zod, Yot only hed Christ conferrved a wonderful
vilessing upen the men by healing him, bub alse upon the sniirs cormunity.

The demons, which were cast oub of the Gadarene demoniae, entersd the hogs, snd
- they became s wiseveble thet =11 of them rushed over the ¢iiff and drownsd Lheme
selves in the sea. 45 soon a8 Lhe astonished herders had ohseprved the drowning
of the hogs, they ren into the villsge and renorted what had taken olace. Vhat &
disturbance that ereated! These men who heard ihe sbory of the deliversnce of
the maniag and the disappsarance of the herd of swine instingtively linkad the
deliverance of the wanisc with the loss of thelr income, If it had just been &
matter of Christ reroving the thveal to thelr safely by healing the waniae, thabd
would heve been all »ight: He wounld have been welsome, Bub when Ohrist sterted
Anterfering with their way of 1ife snd their means of Ilivelihoed, this wuld never
fde. When Christ stavrbed challsuging them on the guestion of thely toizl chedience
e the Lord God, they didn't wanl thet, and penie selwed Lhen,

Tow see, sin can be uwncoxforiablie, VYhen one is wede unconfortables by his sin, it

iz niee to be relieved of that, Byl sin isn't Just somethimg that is meomforiable,
Sin can be soplisble and fimenelally profitsblie for the time being., ¥hen one firds
thet Jesus Ohrist is not only concerned with delivering him Prom the power of aln o
the zins im his 1ife thet are distasteful, or even dishonoring Yo Christ - when
ons finds thet Christ 4s teking in the whole realw of his 1ife, he bagine s

ohiect bo this,

iet us foce 1%, theve are certain sins from which yeu do not wenl to be saved,
There are cerbain arezs in your 3ife with whieh vou do rot wmnt Christ to inters
fore. It may be in the reslm of your sccisl life, It may be in the reslm of
your business. Yeu mey consider vour sin plessent and profiitsble, Senetimes pou
went the Lord to deal only with the sins that eause you inconvenience, the sinms
Cbbat wake you incomforteble, and the sine thabt wale pov sshamed; bub, 1f Chrisd
iz godng to so permeate your 1ife snd se axercise His subherity that He is polng
boe malke you différent from the people of the world, you are not willing to have
thet, How much difference is there beblwsep you and those whe are nolt nrofessing
Chyisbians in the way you live, in the places to which you gp, in the axbitinne
Fou have, In the interests you heve, in the langusge you uss, and in what you de¥
Do vou want to exverience the saving nower of Cheist and Bls sdesuser only in bhese
prezs of 1ife thet ave disturbing and distressing te you’



¥ #%a you are in grave danger of doing sxactly what these people did. Yoy Zon't

b

B is %%e srux of the problen today -= pesple want ts be seved frop tertain

1 eventually saved from kelmg bub they do not want Christ to be the lewd of ¥
tives, S many are Fighling the Lordship of Christ over the whole of life,
Y5 sne or more avess of 1ife thet they are not preparved to yheld, On one soos
won Peter had & vision of & gyeat sheet lebt down frow hesver, apd in it &1l kin
beasts, A volee said: "Rise, znd eat,” and Peber said, "Ibi so, Lord.” ?h&
a conbradiction in those 3%?&@ woyds, for you camnot fﬂv-%iﬁrﬁﬁ apd &b the
& say “net so.? Yeu mwesbt shtrike oud "aot aso® or "Lerd,Y Is there any arwa

Cyour 1ife in which the ﬁ@?@ﬁhmw sf Jesus Christ is not wanded?

1 %ﬁ,fﬁ 3%3.: ®

erowd was not intervested in the fact that Chrdst had cast oubt the demons and i

cbed man had been trvanafersed, Thelr sole inbersst and converssiion genterad
v the loss of the hogs, %o resentivi of this loss were Lhey that they aciue
gted Christ to lesve their country. The Bible says: ¥Then the whole muled s
e gountry of the w&ﬁﬁ*ﬁﬁ@g ?@wwﬁ asaaﬁ besought him bo ﬁ&ﬁ&r% From them® {Ix

g*&*

1e & tragedy thal wes insxcussble,

Tet we gresp 1% lu the gheer blundness of it: they dismissed Christ Jesus snd told
Him %o get out, That is @Xﬁc%iy'ﬁhzé they did. Thers are woless img hristians
today, whe do not went Christ te interfeve with their meuner of 1ife, who are
E&wmng to Him: "Qet ﬁﬁ%f I don't wind thinking of Thee zs the Saviour Prom the

sins of which I am afreid, bubt I'm nob going to have Thee wwoming wy 1ife, Geb
wohd® UYhat a &i&gf@?ﬁﬁ& and shameful foet that peopis dontd want the Son of Jod
sl the Sevicur of men, bubt it ia troe of wmost of them., In cowplisnce with their
arpreased wishes ﬁ%?ﬁ%ﬁ 7 £4 the eountry of the Ceduvenss.
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whem He had healed and saved bu im oand boged Hiw ﬁa 1@% hi% gﬁ
He loved his Saviour and , wanted Lo prove his love Por Him by &
with Hlm., Out of gf&élﬁbae ] ?hW1mﬁ h& gaid in sybataness ¥lovd, I will fell
#e %xi*h@wwﬁevez Thow goest; I will be Thy constant compspion and Thy anrvﬁrng
vit me so to be,¥ And the Bible says: “Houbeii Jesus wuff sred hism not, bub
i unte him, G Bome %o thy friends, and tell them how gyeat things z?@ Lowd
ch done for thes, and hath hod cvnpassion on thee® {Merk 5019}

D). The saved wan
ought thet he could shew his gratitude to Chrlst by going with Him and Being

B

ist put the menls duty above his desire, beautiful and commendablis though that
give was, He ”ﬁ&-§531?%9i him bo zo home and o gell his loved ones and his
erds what the lord had done for him and for others like hiwm, u%s sork for the
wrd was to begin where he iivyﬁﬁ which is the cése with a2ll others who cone 48
Enow the Savicur, Thers must be the Wl%ﬁ@SS of both the lips and the 1ife, Christ
said: "Return $¢ thine own house, snd shew how great things God heth dons uf¥@
thee, And he went his way, and published n&f*&ghaa% the whole oliy how greatd
things Jesus heth done untc him® {Luke 2:39), If Christ had permdbted the men

4 aceomnany Him, the whole reglon of Desapolls would heve been denvived sf nis
invaiveble t@@iimﬁgy,

et dealing with your helplessness, Perhaps you would like ¢ be rid of the

that injure you and hurt others., Ho doubi you Wﬁh13 1i%e to be vid of ithe jisﬁ,mﬁu-‘
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But 1f Ohrist is going & interfere at 8ll with the vatiern of yaur 148
z.z@%; %«‘m‘% o @mn@,w “f‘ Ohrist is going to insis st wvon guet be diI7
ig going to lateris mr way with tha

i«e:e @_? hcmf ;mu »ﬁmm i-%;; then, your attitude to ptet is: Gebt owbi

o it is that vou are dismissing. TYou're tellimg Jesus Ohrist, the Zon of Cod,
ziory, to get out of your 11 That is whel you are doir I? that is .
il mmf@; Him, he will do & wish snd wou reouwest, He will get out, Iv

vant Him to gof? 3%3, do you ' im Ble rightfal
wey in every area of your i

&E’i&‘“‘ & jov it is %;@ tﬁ;‘-& ;;?mz_ asboud the adequasy of é;;.%:zz*is% 5 t 3";.@
the aw"ﬁ,aﬁ“i'}i sf Ohristl )



