PHILOSOTHIES OF LIFE

Luke 10:25-~37

Some of the most interesting things recorded in the “'(}Spe s bappened on: the highweys
of Palestine. This is not surprising, for the ministry of our Lord was essentially
& ministry of the open road. ind our Lord has a grest liking for pilcitorial tesching.
Here is one of His pictures. -7t is a beautiiul ebebing of benevolence, and as such
it is imnortal. Christ took this picture out of real 1ife and set 1t before a young

men in order to teach & great lesson, which 21l of us need to leearn.

This parable is so simple that a child can underst tend its measning, and yet, it is a
treatise on practical ethics more profound in thought and more powerful in effeci; than
any other in the world. Our familiarity with it blinds us to the greatness of it
mingled simplicity and cepth, as well as to the grestness of the claim which it ‘._mkes
upon us. Therefore, we need to study it carefully sgain-and c.é"alﬂ for there is mwuch
in it Lo help us.

Incdéedithis is a beautiful story. The laﬁyer with whom Jesus was conversing as ke
told the story began the interview by asking, Muaster, what shall I do to inherit el-
ernel 117e?®  Deing versed in the law, Eﬂe should have knmown that inheritance is not
-bj; coing. Inheritance is by birthricht or by gift under & will, but it is never Ly
‘Seewmingly pessing over his err or-, Jesus said, ®iket is x':frittvn in the law?®
sered, Wihouw shelt love the Lord thy God with 21l thy heart, end 'Wluh mlj_
Scm}_, and with 211 thy sirenpth end with all thy mind; end thy neighbor as
Then Jesus said, “Thop hast answered right: this do, and thou skhalt 1ive.®
sonel end pointed statenent was! Wenting to justify himsell, he said,
is l“}j' neighbor?® Christ ¢id not tell him who was his neighbor. The point in ¢
newer is this: The question is not who your neighbor is but are you a neighbori

What a medley of cheracters is presented in this story. There are the robbers, &
wounded man, an-inn-keeper, a priest, a Levite and a Samaritan. They had very little
3 » . s
in common. Only an accident or an outrage could have brought such a cluster togesitner.

The scene was laid on the road from Jerusalem to Jericho. dJerusalem, the city of
safety and blessing, was up on the mountain and Jericho, the heathen town, was cown

in the valley. The road between them was very dangerous because it was infested with
robbers. dJesus told the lawyer that a certain man was going along this road w robbers
sprang out from behind the rocks and seized him. These highwaymen beat him until be

was almost dead, StrJ.pDed the clothes from his body, robbed him, and left him wounded
and suffering. He lost everything but life. In his wretched condition the heiples
man could do noth:ms but wait for the compassion of some loving heart and the kindiy
touch of some ne_Lf,__;hbcn:*lT hend.

Those who beat up and robbed the man are types of those who live and fatten on the
spoliSiof others. They may be grouped under two heads —-- moral robbers and commercial
robbers. In the first group are all those who influence tends to leower the moral
standards of the community. “very 1ife whose influence. +ends to make it harder to
be virtuous and easier to be vicious is a moral robber. There are lots of people who
are out to get all the money they can. They will provide opportunities for you to
gamble it over to them.  They will provide opportunities for you tp turn youl money
into drink. They will provide opportunities for you to live an immoral life, provided
it puts money in their pockets. 411 of these have one thing in common -- they are after
your money, regardless of what effect it may have upon you.



The wounded wayfarer is & type of all those whe are robbed. In a véry real sense pecple
are not born equale There are children Who come into this world who were robbed belfore
they were born. The physical health, the moral heredity, and the helpful environment

that should be theirs were squandered by their parents. And robbery is mever Justified.

Tt so hapvened that a priest was going from Jerusalem %o dericho affer attending the
services in the Temple. This prominent and influvential religious teacher and leader
saw the wounded men lying on the roadside. He was a professional priest. Real interest
in and sympathy for humarity had dried up in his heart. Having observed the wounded
man, the priest was careful not to go near him. After a momenbls inspection, with an
ttitude of perfect indifference toward the unfortunate and helpless man, he stepped
over Lo the other side of the road and passed on. Perhaps he reasoned thus with him-—
self, #I did not rob him or wound him or throw him into the ditch. This is none of my
business, He got himself in these circumstances, So why should I worry with him? Any-
way, a levite is coming down the road and, if 1 pass on, he will loek after this feliew.%
People are experts in passing on their obligations to others. :

A Levibe also came down to the place where the wounded men was lying on the roadsice.

He ¢id a little better than the priest, for he went where the wounded man was lying. DBe-
ing self-absorbed and wnwilling to be troubled by the plight of a stranger, with an
attitude of sheer curicsity he looked at him and then passed on down the road. The
levite is a type of those who wani to know, bub do not want to help. They cheerfully
and voluntarily offer plenty of advice and criticism, but refuse to provide any supporte.
Illnstration — man with broken leg and Dr. Logan.

They passed by on the other side because it was the easiest thing to do. They saved
themselves a lot of time and trouble. It was also the most pleasant side. It is never
pleasant to bind up wounds or to witness suifering and trouble, It was alsc the leasi
expensive thing for them to do. It costs something io relieve suffering and need.
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¥hen the priest and the Levite saw that wounded man by the roadside and passed by on
the other side without giving him any aid, doubtless they were able to manufacture various
excuses for not helping him.. In my imegination I can hear them saying: WHe is a stranger.
daybe he deserved what he got. There ig no chance for his recovery, © L am not responsible
for his plight snyway. I am in a hwrry to get home. T have more important work to do.
T am too tired to stop and bother with him. This is a dangerous section and it isn't
safe to linger here. 1 need my money for other things. Somebody else better able o
help him will come &long. Somebody else who has more time can care for him. He might
die on my hands and that would involve me in endless trouble.t In my ministry I have
learned long since that people who do not have a willingness to kelp always have an
excuse for not doing se, and if they do not have one, 1t isa't any trouble for them to
mamufacture.one. The fact of the matter is that we are so much like the priest and the
Ievite that we are not justified in eritieizing them harshly.

Then We -See ancther man approaching. This time it is a Samaritan. To a Jew a Samaritan
was on the level with a deg. He would not sit at the same table with him. Erutsl is
not too strong a word teo describe a Jew's treatment of a Samaritan. So bitter was his
hatred that if the shadow of & Samaritan fell upon a Jew the latter at once went home
and btook a baths

Then this Semaritan's beast came upon the wounded man it stopped and snorted with fear
at the smell of blood, whereupen the rider looked and saw the cause. As soon as he

saw the poor unfortunate men "he had compassion on Bim.% Instead of saying, WThis man
would rather perish than have me to touch him,® the Damaritan laid agide a prejudice



“he wae wounded, anc
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in ‘avor of a fos. Prejudice is the child of tne devil and should not be given o
place in any heart and 1ife. When he observed the unfortunate fellow on the roadside
all ,uc old forgotten. Upon seeing & ramam belng in ’trmble _., his Zixst
dapul sething to help hime. He Lald aside his own saiety Jor the saie
of the 's‘-founzieazﬁml. For o Samsritan to be fownd theve with khat wounded dew wi
have bLeen prime facl denes that he was ’t,l g ol end ke would have probebly
paid Jor his premence there with his life. e Cm not koow thet the nan had been
robbed. For all be knew, he might have been -Grwnk when he feil in the diten.
hat wag 8t 1if1e1ent"‘appea_i_ Tor ¥ &ide He was willing to leave
nis own safety $o Cod while he went to rescue- the perishing.
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4lighting from his beast, he began immediately teo do all he could to save the life
of the man who was nearly pcone. He tried his best to stop the flow of blood and to
keep the poor man's 1ife Prom seeping away. Perhaps he used s trips of his own {,m.oth_mg
to bind up the wounds of the men, "pouring on them oil end wine." The wine was for an
antiseptic and ihe oil was for soothing. When the wounds were dressed and the nan Was
made a5 comforiaible as possible, the Bamariten dida'd sweu.l out his chest and say, "I
did thus and so for hdme Now if everybedy else will do as much for this fellow as 1
have done, he will be alricght.® Instead, he 1ifted the wounded men inbo his own vauc,rle,
while he trudged along over the rocky road until he reached an inn. When they reached
the inn, he didn't g e nd ask him to give the =
medicine dording tic red to him. He wante
oner care, £0 he SE%.C‘.T:
seke of the patient. He remeined with hinm ss
and then he mode provision for his future cere. He instructed
; _e cere of nim until he was well, and promised on hls return to pay
the bill, whatever it might be. Can hear him say to the unfortunate man whom he be-—
friended, WI wish I might stay with you watil you are well, but I have some other very
importent matiers that T must attend to. I have lefi some money with the imnkeeper B0
pay for your care until you regain your strength, snd in case it is not ewmghg I have

7 with him %o charge it to me, so I don't went you o worry about itr the

Love serves the needy. Fhen love finds a need, it seeks to supply it. The Sanaritan
washed the wounds and bound them up. Leve acts that way. It ministers to the needy,
feeds the hungry, clothes the naked, gives drink to the thirsiy, visits the sick, ‘
entertains the lonely, leads the ol:mi and coxforts the spmovnngc Love {inds a way.
to soothe the achés and pains of the wounded, the burdened, the sorrowing, and tie
discouraged. ILove forgets self and sacrifices Tor others. Love 1s the costliest thing
in the world, and the person who loves always pays. Loving service 1s never & burdez.
4 1ittle :rlrl was carrying her brother on her back, and someone asked her, "Isn't he
heavy?® Wio,% she replied brightly, Phe's my brotheri® Where there is brotherly love,
service becomss 2 source of Jo¥e

This Samariten practiced his religion on the lomely, robber-—infested road to Jericho,
where only God saw him. He could have left the man %o die, and perhaps no one would
have ever known that he had so much as seen him. Ingtead of doing that, he bransiated
his religion into life, which 1s saméthing that 1s exceedingly 1mportant. Then Kapgewa
visited Duke University some years ago, 2 correspondent of the Chrisbian Herald inter—
viewed him.  Among various things which he said was this, "Here is America, you heve
more preaching and less action than in any coum‘:r}r I ever saw." That, in part, explains
the weskness and ineffectiveness of the religion of many today.



Jesus asked the lawyer which one acted like s neighbor to the wounded man. He answered
correctly by saying, Wlhe one who took pity onhim.% Jesus then saicd to him,: 1G5 on
and keep on doing likewise." Thus Christ tells us that the cultivation of this aeigh-

bhorly spirit ig the duty of all.
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Allow me in closing to point out some philosophies of life as exemplified in this story.

T. "What is yours is mine if I can take it.®  Robbers.
This old bandit philoscphy is still very prevaleant in our world, and whether it is
practiced by an individual, a family, a corporation or a nation, 1t is cruel, ruthless
and brutal. ' :

IT1. "What is mine is yours if you pay me for 1t r Inqu&eper.
The innkeeper must have found a satisfaction in being engaged in a business unat‘wag
at once legitimate and of benefit to humanity. To be an honorable man in an honorable
business is good as fazr as it goes, but it does not go far enoughe.

ITT. *¥hat is mine is mine, and I intend to keep it for myself .M Priest and Levite.
The priest and levite were not mesn men. They did not kick the man on the grownd or
even search him fo see if he had any money left. Thelr sin consisted in passing by
. a neely perseon. No amount of hymn singing, church atiending, Bible reading or praying
can tzie the place of loving and serving needy humanity.-

IV. "hat is mine is yours if you ﬁeed 1t¢3 The Good Jemaritan.
Alfred Noyes has reminded us of how cold we can be to human suffering so ileng as it
does not touch the lives of cur immediate relatives or friends. How much we zll need
to hear and to heed the message of the Good Samaritan! Anyone and everyone wiho is in
need is my neighbor. To obey Jesus is to see in every needy man a neighbor, - ‘



