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These interesting events recerded in this passsge tock place en the peaceful sghere of
the Ses of Gelilee, or, as the Bomens preferred to call 1%, the Leke of Gennesgaret,
thet famous body of wsber nesr which gsome of our Lerd's most wenderful words were
spoken and seme of His most wenderful werks were done. '

Barly one morning the mists were rising from the Sea of Galilee. The fichermen wheo

had been oubt on the lake 211 night were begimming te bring thelir boats te the shers.
Klready two boats had lemded, ond the fishermen were washing the seaweed snd debris
freom their nets., One of them, Simen, worked in silence. He was disappointed and tired.
He had fished 211 night srd had caunght nething, For him fishing wes not a spert, but

2 mesms of earning a liveliheed..

While reter, James and Jehn were washing their nebs, preparatery to the day's rest and
the next mightts fishing, the crowd was gethering slong the shere. Uince the shere of
the lske was ene of the favorite spots in which Christ preached, pecple would gather
early in the morming in erder to hear Him speak befere their daily tasks claimed their
sttention and the heat of the day bocame cppressive, this paritioular morning the
crowd was larger than usmal. Due to the wresence of the clamorous multitude, Christ
walked dewn to the waber's edge, epuroached Simon reter, stepped into his boat and
séked him 1f he would Tow eub a Ffew feet in order te give Him a belter vaniage point
from which te spesk te the crowd., Simon did se very resdily, and without any question.

From that strange pulpit, trewbling in the water, encircled with the majesty of the
hills, with the mighty dome of the hoavens above Him, the beentifnl waters of blume
Galilee =2t His feet end the birds ef the air for His choristers, Christ preached to
the people in terms which they could understend, He illustrated truth by simple
ineidents teken from their daily lives.

Then our Tord hed finished His message, and the crowd was beginring to disperss,
Christ suddenly turned to Simon reter emd seid, YLaunch oul inte the deep, amd let
dewh ycur nets for s dremght.® Simon was teken by surprise, but there was something
about Christ which made him went te do His bidding. In hls memorsble amswer he said,
"Master, we have teiled all the night, and have teken nothing: nevertheless at thy
word I wiil let down the met.¥ Se, tired as he wes, he pulled his boal oul into the
deep water snd let down the nef.

In respense to Christls cormend to "launch out into the deep” Simen reber might have
said, “Who is he that he should itry te tell me how to run my life and my buginess?
After 211, I'm the fisherman in this best. I grew up em the sheres of this lake. I
have fighed in these waters ever since I was old enough %o handle the met. Whe 1s he
that he thinks he has the right to tell me what te de?® If that had been his response,
Simen would heve missed out on the biggest cateh of his 1ife as 2 fishermen.

Or Simon might have said, "He has no right te agk this of me now. He knews I'm tired.
Hé Jknows I have fished ail night and have caught meothing. I want to ge heme, get some
breskfast and some sleep. If I were rested, it might be differeat. What right dees
he have te ask me now te lawnch oubt into the deep?¥ If Simen had refused %o go, he
would have failed to cateh the grestest number of fish he had ever taken,

Or Simon reter might heve said, "Master, that is a geod idea. That 1s exactly what
I plen te do —— later.® Thus he might have postyened his decisien to do the Magber's
bidding, and, if he had, he would have nissed eut on one of the greztest moments of
his career as a fishermen.
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Eoch of these possible resctions to Clristis reguest has its coumberpart in our day.
There are these, for examule, whe Ffail to lawmch out with Christ tedsy beeause of their
leve for the worid, so they miss out on the greatest jeoys and mosit deeply satisfying
fgith end hope thig life cam effer.

Today grest multitudes frankly say to Christ, "Lebt us alone, for 1t 1s betier that we
sheold die in ovr sins than that we shénld lose out en the plessures and promises of
the worid.® These geople meke two mistekes. They oversstimate the power of sim to
give them pleasure. reople who live te indulge in the pleasures of this world usually
are disappeinted. Frequemtly they become bitter as they come to realize that what

- peemed so indispenseble te thelr happiness hag neot fed thelr souls and has robbed them
in the ernd of the very happiness they sought..

The seecond mistake these people make is te mder-estimate the joys of the Christian
1ife. They think thet Christians are people whe de not have a good time in life., A
Christian should be the happiest persen enm earth, The joys of the Christlan give new
happiness every time ene experiences or recalls them, and they peint te the heavenly
joys to come. :

What & tregedy that so many try to reach cut in both directions at omcel They wand
the joys of the Christian life, bubt are net willing o ferege the pleagures of sin.
They Ferget that Ged is the arther of 211 frue joy, end that when one gives himself

te Bod he kmows heppiness without remerse and a joy that will never end. Hany want
to trust God, but they also went the tangible suppert ef this world's approval. They
want the glow, but they are not willing o "let ge, and let Ged® become the object of
thelr guest ard obedience. Se they stay in the shallows of superficisal cemmitment.
They mever venmbure out very far im prayer, or serviee, or stewardship, and then wonder
why they catch only minmnows of satisfactien..

reter's reply, "Masier, we have toiled all the night, and have takem nothings neverthe-
less at thy word T will let dowm the net," is ome of the finest expressiens of
chedience to Chrigt that was ever recerded. It was both unhesitating snd ungquestioning.
He frankly expressed his willingness to do as Christ hed bidden him. His statement is
. gne of the fimest expressisns of unhesitating obedience tec Christ that was ever recorded.
In spibte of physical exhaustion, reter wmhesitatingly cheyved Christ. Even though the
prospect of catehing fish in the daytime was remote, reter promptly yielded te the will
of Chrigt, The word of the Derd was firal with him,.

At our Lerd¥s bidding, the diseiples went back where they had failed, let down their
nets and Yenclosed a great multitude of fishes.® Whet twrmed thelr failure inte success?
It was simply venturing out and acting on the word ef the Lerd. The Masber had spoken
and that was enough., Faith in Christ and obedience te Him means vichory. He never
deceives any who trust and obey Him.. o

There was something exceedingly beautiful and touching sbout the way in which they
accopted, believed and obeyed His word end at His command proceeded to do a work which
their reflection, observation and experience would have assured them to be unseless.

6n the pathway of obedience that morming reter received a new vision of himself —- his
1ittleness snd his unworthinmess. He eried, "Depart from mej for I am a sinful man,
@ Lord." Thers is ne place for pride or self.gufficiency as we travel the pathway
of obedience. He also received a new vigion of Chrigst. Te him the Eerd leomed larger
2nd more Wondrous than ever before, Upor their arrival on the shore, the disciples

left 211 and followed Him,.



Today meny Chrigtians refuse to launch out inte the deep inm faith in Christ becanse
they are afraid that He will demand too much of them. It is ftrue that being a
Christian makes demsnds upon our lives. Some things must be given up if ene is te
fellew Christ., There are some disciplines that a CGhristian must accept. 411 of us
live in obedience t¢ somebody. The person whe thinks that he can live free of all
obedience is living umder a tragic misspprehensior. The importent thing ig te know
whom and what we must obey in erder te achieve the gresbtest fulness in life,

There are two kinds of cbedience. One ls servile and the other is creative. The first
is the kind demanded by a dictabor: the secend is the kind that is expected by a father.
The one is a demeonstration of anthority; the ether is a means of guidence. Vhen a
father sends his child to school, he is net being mesn. B2 is simply doing vhat is
nmecessary for the mental growth of his child. God asks for our cbedience as a Father,
and never as a dictabor, Hé knows that we must obey if we are te achieve fulneass of
life, Ged uses =z harmess of love. We all have %o wear a harness of cbedience to
somebody or semebthing, but it makes 211 the differenmce in the world whether leve er
some other force is holding the reins. rassien can drive with a relentless hand, and
lash us inte a frenzy of despair. Ambition ean drive us beyend our endurance. But
love drives with a considerate hand. It seeks to guide us in the direction we must

ge if we are te knew resl fulness of life.. :

Whenever we lamach oub in faith with Christ, He has some wonderful surprises in siere
for us, This does nmet mean we will net suffer. This does not mean thal we can never
fail, Tt dees mesan thabt when we pub our lives Ffully at His dispoesal, He will fill
our nets to everflowing with evidences of His love. :

Christ is still celling, “Launch out into the deep, znd let down your nei." We camnot
cateh fish and stay tied te the shore. We cannot claim the premises of God and neot
venture out upen the will of God. The Word is clear: "Lammch out, and let down the
net.® If we would knmow a peace that cammot be measured, we must be willing te say,
WFevertheless ab Thy word I will let down the net.t



