A SOLEMN WARNING

HRemembheor lot's wife.” Imke 17:32.

In one of Hiz sermens in vwhich He was spea.king of the sepsrations and sacrifices which
Christianity demands, Christ suddenly uttered this solemn warning, "Remember Iot's
wife." Thus our Saviour singled out Iot's wife ag one whose fate is to be studied and

remembered by every Christian.

As a background for this sermon, let us review a little of the history of Lot and his
femily, Iot was the nephew of Abrshem. Together they had left Ur of the Chaldees to
journey into the unkpown., Abrahem believed thet he was meking this adventure at the
call of God., Iot had caught something of the contagion of his faith and epthusiasm
and had accompanied him. Poth Abrsham snd Iat prospered materially. Their immenss
prosperity brought on strife between their herdsmen, and they decided that it would be
wise for them to separate. I cen visualize them taking their stand on a promontery
which gave them a lookout om all the surreunding country. With characteristic gener-
osity, Abrszham gave Iot the first cholce,

Iot begen to look in different directienms. In one direction was a wild rugged country.
There the grass was not plentiful, but the herdsmen could find sustensnce for thelir
floeks if they kept moving. In arother dirscition was a marvelously beautiful country,
 the fertile velley of the Jordsn. lot thought, "If I go thet way, I will mske a lot
of money." Then, he remembered that Sodom syl Comorrah, which were as cesspools in
2 flower garden, were in that direction. As he looked in the other direction, he
thought, "If I go this way I will not make so much money, but I will have a betber
chence at the values thet last, I will have z betier thance at God. So will my child-
ven, end also my wife, whe is a bit worldly.” That way a betier chance at things, this
way 2 better chance at God. It is a choice we bhave to make and meke every day,

¥hich wey did Iot go? He pitched his tent in the direction of Sedom. Twidently ke
thought that he could take care of himself end keep his family unconmtaminsted by the
wickedness of the cities of the plain. He did not teke uwp his abode in Sfodom, neither
did he settle close to its wall; but he pitched his tent toward Sodom. There are many
pecple who are net yebt in the Sedom of wickedness, but there is a certain set of the
ssile of their lives in the direction of Sodem, What about you? Are you piiching your
tent toward Sodem? Are you inmcliping more towerd the people of Sedom than teward the
people of God? If so, take heed lest you become a full-fledged citizen of Sodom.

As Iot was going in a2 wrong direction we are not surprised that he reached a wrong
goel, Neither he nor his wife set out with the intention of moving inte Sodowm. They
only went in that direstion. But into Sedom they finally moved. There they prospered
in fortupe and in fame, and Lot became the mayor of the eity. But Iot did pot change
Sodom; instesd, Sodom changed him. That is ever the case, If we do not change our
environment for the betier, it will change us for the worse.

One day startling news ceme their way. In a spectacular and dramatic way, they were
informed that Sodom was going tc be destroyed on sceount of its wickedness, but Iot
and his wife were offered an oppertumity to esesps, They were given an opportumity to
escape and to begin life anew. Instead of accepting this privilege with enthuslasm,
they resolved to postpone sction as long as pessible.

Tn view of the impending doom of the city, Iot wenmt to speak to his soms-in-law, and
said te them, "Up, get you oubt of this place; for the Lord will destroy this city."
But Lot had lived too long in Sodom to be teken seriously by them. Hls sons-in-law
thought he was joking. ¥He had lost his influence., What is sadder then the loss of in-
Fiuence? AMnd how sasily 1t haopens.



-2=

411 Iot could persuade to leave the eity with him were his wife and two danghters. At
last they turned their backs upon Sodom snd made a reluctsnt start for the hills. Those
who led them out of the eity said, "Eseaps Tor thy 1ife; look not behind thee, neither
stay thom in 211 the plain; esecape to the mowntain, lest. thou be consumed." As they
journeyed toward the mowvntazin, lot's wife traveled with slow and reluctant feet, and
found herself lagging behind the gromp. She decided that she would take one 1a*=t look
in spite of the fact thet such had been definitely forbidden.  When she turned and
locked toward the doomed eity, that moment she beceme a pillar of salb {Genesis 19:26).
There she stoed a grotesque stabtue with her face turned back toward Sodom. Thus was
she punished by her sin as well as for her sin, '

Our Seviour read into this story a message thst was at omee timely and timeless, He

heard those death-frozen lips preaching a sermon that wes needed by those who lived in
His day, and that is needed no less by us teday. So He said to all: 'Remember Iot's

wife.”
I. Remember Her Privilegss,
1. She belonged to an excellent family
She was part of the lititle compary of pioneers that left Ur of the Chaldees
to create a newsmoch in the worldis civilization. She was a member of that
family- tﬁ which the werld owes more than to any other family that has ever

lived, She wss kinsfolk with him through whom Ged was to send to the worid
its 8avicur. She was kin to Abraham,

2. She had s plous husband,

Lot was not all that he might have been, bul he was a righiecus man vhose soul
was greatly ve=ed on account of the Pilthy conversation of the Sodomites. She
knew how thalt sort of converesation vexed him,

3, She was well instrucied,

She had received faithful instruction sbout God and how to wership Him.

Lo She was werned of impending dangere
Wher the ruln of Sodom was 1mpend1ng§ when ghastly death was ratiling the lateh
of her deor, God sent Hig messenger, to warn her and her family., OCertainly no
one could elaim that she did not have a fair chance. She was told with in-
tense earnestness of the doom which threatened the city. She was made to wnder-

stend that there was also & way of escape, a way that would bring her o safety
She was urgently requested to escape for her life,

5. She had seen the wicked punished.
On vericus occasions she had seen the judement of God execubed on the wicked.
1I. Remember Her Perverseness,.
1. She acted under the impulse of feeling.

Her heart was still in Sodom. Her sin was thet of presvmption. The resson she
looked back, thus disregarding the heaven-sent warning, wes because she wes
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still in love with Sodon even théugh her steps were twrned awey from it. She
especially felt the lwre of Sodom snd acted accordingly. :

She acted under the impuise of unbelief.

She did not fully believe the words of the &iv:ine mesasenger. Consequently,
her sin was in yielding to the vowerful infliuence of unbelief.

She acted u:ader the impulse of an incrdinate worldly atiachment,

Her sin was bub a revelation of the secret love of the world whieh was in her.
The disgusbing rotienness of the wicked city was & siench in the nostrils of
decency and yet she had fallen im love with it. Her mind wes henkering after
the things which she had left in Sedon.. )

She seted in combempt of warning.

Her sin, which was an actusl violation of a_spec:ifie eommand, revealad her true
charecter. It also revealed that she had a divided heart and an wmdecided will.
Her divided heart and mndecided will did certain injurious things fer her.

{1) Robbed her of joy.

Since disaster and death were ineviteble in Sodom, you would have thought
that she would have gone oubs readily snd cheerfully., ¥You would have '
thought that she would have rushed out with nimble feet, with a seng on
her lips, and with deep joy in her heart becauss of her great deliverance.
But the joy of what she was leaving more than counteracted the joy in what
she was stteining. And bheing divided in her allegiance there was an
ubter lack of joy im her hearbt, Finmgering the mud with ene hend and reach-
ing for the stars with the other, she found nothing but wretchedness.

Uur most wretched bours are generally hours of indecisien. To be unable
te decide betweern twe things is o experience the pain of mbsing both.
Divided hearts sre zlways imharoy. Ho half-hearted Christian ls ever
joyous. To find rezl joy in livinmg one must be a whole-hearted Christian.

(2} Retarded her progress.

God's Word says she "looked back from behind him." It does not take one
who is undeeided leng to fall behind. An undecided person is a crippled
person, Indecision squanders their powers, It is the person of decisiom,
the one'vhose hesrt is united, that makes progress.

(3) ¥rought her doom.

As she went half-heartedly toward the heights her steps became slower and
slower. At last she stopped and looked longingly back to the elty. There
and then she became her own tomb. She stood there a crude gsce of statuary,
but the face of the statne was turned not toward the heights, but toward
the reined cities of the plain. Her face was thue photographed for our
beholding. This ernde figure with its face turned toward Sodom gives us &
photograph of the woman's soul. Sudden death did not twyn her faee in the
wrong direction, The woman herself did the turning, A1l death did was to
freeze that backward looking face so that all the fulure centuries might see

it.
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Remexber Her Punishment,.
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It was sudden.
To her, it seems, that her punighment was entirely unespected. She turned %o

look back and in a mement, in the twinkling of an eye, her blood congealed
in her veins, and she stood forth a momment of the wrath of an offended God.

It was éea.sanable.

Her punishment wae not delayed, but it was inflicted at the very time that her

dsobedient act was eommitted. HNeither was her wmishment prolonged.

It wes shameful.

Not only did she thms lose her 1life, but her punishment made her husband &
widower and left her daughters without a mother., Her death in the very aet of
disobedience cansed this punishment by which she was made a public and lagb~
ing momment of shame to herself. :

T4 was merited.

Her purishment was absolutely consistent with the rules of Justice, becanse
she had heen taught, entrested and warned. -

It was eantionary,

The punishment which was inflicted wpon her was designed to meke her a memorial
and a warning to all others. She thus became a monument before the world of

" God's pewer and faithfulness, end His righteous displeasure with discbediencs.

In her punishment one can readily see twe things:—

1,

2o

4 mopument to the divine wrath.

4 beacom to warn the couming generations. _
What is ineluded in the werning which is administered here?

(1) Beware of worldly entanglements.
(2) Bewsre of questioning God's commandments,
{3} Beware of delays.
Delays are dangerous. "Toeday is the day of salvation,”



