THE LORD OF LIFE
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We would not have expected Christ Jesus o visit Nain when ile

did., At that Lime He was at the height of His popularity with

the residents of the tewns of Calilee, 411 of His time might

well have been absorbed in g most fruitful ministry there., People
seemed to be guite responsive to His messages. Why did He leave
thege eager crowds and go to N¥ain, which was only a littie villzge
miles off the bheaten track in a very remote section of the country?

Perhaps our Lord went there because He was invited tec do so.
Doubtliess some of the people from Nain had heard Him preach in
Capernaum or elsewhere and had seen Him perform some miracles.

If that be true, a vision of what He could do in their honre
community naturally impressed them deeply, for they were very much
concerned about the conditions which prevailed there. They were
grieved because their fellow-citizens were forgetiing God and
failing to appreciate their religiocus heritage. Conseguently,
they wanted Christ to prove Lo their people that Ged was still
Iliving and was just as powerful as He had ever been.
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Christts willingness to go to Hain reminds us that He is anxious
to visit the out-of-the-way nlac as well as the large centers
of population. Perhaps one reason why He does not visit some
nlaces is because He has never been invited to do so. It is
remarkable how readily He has responded teo invitations of people
to visit their vililages, their cities and their homes, even at
times when He seemed fto bhe engrossed in mere important matiers.
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The people who accompanied Christ were Joyful and light-hearted.
Many of them were His disciples and followers. They rejoiced
because of the salvaticn and hope which they possessed. To them
Christ was the bearer of Iife; light, liberiy and love.
Those who invited Christ and brought Him with them to Nain could
w0t have staged anything more dramatic than the incident which
took mlace at the gate up His arrival there. Writing as the
Holy Spirit directed him, with exguisite literary skill and without
any elaboration of details, Iuke recorded for ns an interesting
degeription of this remerksble incident. He enumerated enough
ivid picture of what took place Lhere.
N

I, A Sad Procession.

As the Savicur, attended as He was by Hig disciples and a
multitude of cthers, appreached Nain, they came upon a scene

of gloom and sadness. A funeral procession emerged from the
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was not the same as it is with us. With them the o

cate of the town on the way to the cemetery, The people of
the East aiways %W”y their dead outside their towns, and scon

after deatlh takes place.

the Jews
rese was
wrapped carefully in linen, with the face exposed, and then
laid on an open bier within plain view of all who saw the
procesgion, after which it was carried to the tomb. The

bier, which had narrow sides, was borne by friends whe relieved
each other at freguent intervals. :

It is well to remember thalt the mode of b

Those who were in the procession were on their way to the
cemetery Lo p&rs a young maﬁs who had been taker away in bthe

rime af life, We are not told whether he died as a resull
of a disease or an acel ewa, slowly or suddenly. His de-

marture at such an early age was g reminder to all that no
age is exempt from ée&yﬂu While the old must die, it is alsc
true that yvoung may do sc. However, dealh never seems SC

;-
cruel as when it cuts one off in the bloom of 1life,
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What made this case even more sad was the fact that he was
the only son of a widow. IMorecever, he wasg the only son she
ever had. She had been on that papuzcn?av road before, having
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gone te the same cemetery on a kindred errand, namely, the
buri £ ab After his burial she had been left

to E ships of 1ife and to care for their sonm uniil
he ‘h to become hepr pretecter and provider., Time
may mercifully and partially removed the keen edge of
her row, but now a2 seascn of great triagl had come
Lo b passing of her only son., None but a parent
knows of burying nn; it must be experienced
in d nnderstood. av mother might have
borne. her ome betier if she could have been S@Gtied

and lo ner children.  Instead, she was Ee t childless,
whi ews, was an almost intolerable affliiction.
Thi ted mother wepl because the center of her

aff the comfort and support of her advancing years
had away from her, Many Symyatﬁéﬁlc citizens of

%aia ac csmpaﬁledﬁhe widowed mother in the sad funeral pro-
cession, Their hearts went out in love to her because of

her serrowful past, having lost her husband by death and many,
many days of dreadful leoneliness having followed; ef her
bitter present, having lost her son by death and his body

at that very time was being carried out for burial; aﬂﬁ of
her hopeless future, being deprived of her source of suppert
and comfort.
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The contrast between these two converwlqg crowls may be des-
i as 1 1 th,” Here we have Chrigt fTace to
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face with ithe greal ult
nd +

& timate problem that darkens, embitters
id destroeys so much th ti
G

a at some even go so far as Lo guest

the love and power of Cod,

When Christ saw the procession and cobserved the extreme grief
of the poor mother on account of the desth of her bread-winner,

He pitied her with an cvermastering compassion. Her desep
sorrow and great need glmy}m caused His heart to be Filled
with compassion toward her. The love of His heart flowed

out to her., The only appeal that was made te Him was that of
the sorrow of the motherts heart. Her lLears touched His

vender heart. While the eﬁtire circumstances pleaded sile ﬂ*ly,
but eloguently, on her hehalf, the interg ositicn of the Lord

"was unsolicited, Seeing that her sorrow was such as He could
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socthe and her need one that He could supply, he wanted to do
something about it and did,

A Sure*naﬁﬂral “eﬂfcrnaﬁcee

Onr Lord!s grest compassion Immediately wemt forth in action.
No sconer had the feelings of pibty arisen within Him than He

insisted that the hereaved mother nobt weep because He was

o

about te remove the cause of her sorrow,.

deliberately and quielly stopped the funeral procegsion.
t any display eor ceremony, the Lord very courageously
e a 1

a
ch the woung man lay, as if te say,
have Bﬂave@ my power supreme in the realm where
meéen were bound by infirmity, disease and insanity. Now I

claim for Myself the realm of death.®
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I and un expe ched thing of walking over and
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O0f course, it was thought that He had defiled Hims<€lf, inasmuch
3 ) 2
valent to having contact witl]
g th

‘E-L;
as touching a blcf was egui
leper. Awed by Hisg touching the bler, those who bare it
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topped and stood still, hey were filled with wonder,
amagenent, suspense and ex ﬁa*iau. They realized that
they were in the presence of e Who had the right to stop
them, even on their way to tu a4 corpse, Silently and
reverently they waited to hear what He had to say and Lo see
what He might do.
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With His voice of pity and power Christ gave the strange
command, YYoung mﬂq, I say unto bﬂee, Arise.? To the astonish-
ment of all who heard Hdm command death to release the wyoung
man and 1ife te take possession of him, he agrose from the dead,
sat up and began ta}king. When Christ gave the young man

back to his motheralive, that extremely dark day became the
most blessed in all her egperéanceﬁ There was a complete
rebound from sorrow to Jov.



!

e

nt to the power of Christ,
v, which none could gainsav.
& the miracle was wrought.

This young man was a living monum
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and a proef of Hiz divine autheri
There was a touch and a command and
B

Reports of the miracle spread rapidly and widely., People
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feared and glorified God., They recognized that the Saviour
had exerciged the power of God. Thesy

aone but God counlild raise the dead.

‘A Symbolic Picture.

This young man, literally dead, pictures untold thousands

e just as truly dead toward God and zll things spiri
as he was dead physically to the things of the world. Bnt
our Lord Jesus Chrigt, who brought 1ife ¢

Par ¢t

Lo the dead when He
was here on earth, is still working in the same wonderfnl
way. He said, "The hour is coming, and now is, when the
dead shall hear the veice of the Son of God; and they that
hear shall live.® We, whe are now Christiazns, were once
dead in trespasses and sins, but Christ came and touched us

in our dead condition spiritually. He spcoke the word of
1ife and it brought us to life, and today we rejoice that
we have 1ife in Christ.

This event was alsc a symbolic piciure of resurrection From
the grave. The resurrection of this young mawn, the story

f which has been unfelded for our benefit, is a types of
that resurrection day in the Ffuture when "the dead in Christ
shall rise first: Then we whichare alive and remain shall
be caught up together with them in the cleouds, to meet the
Lord in The air; and so shall we ever be with the Lord.®
Thiz glorious truth of the resurrection is absclutely indis-
pensable to the Christian Faith, The werd of the same
Saviour, that reised the young man, will one day raise

all who are in their graves. Wihat reunicns wil

alive are caught up to meei the Lordl



