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Thiz exquisite, familiar, popular and famous parable is quite umigue to Luke's Gospel
and unequaled in all Iliterature. From a literary standpoint thia parable, spoken

by the matchless story-teiler, Chrdist Jesus, i5 one of the most beautiful, ss well
as one of the most bouchuing and pathetie, accounts sver written, In gliving utterance
to this, the pearl of perables, which is undoubtedly one of the oot universally

loown stories recorded in the Word of God, Christ proved ﬁ"}.meel_fi’ to be both the matchie

less teacher and an unriveled artist. In it e painted a marveious panorama, por-
traying the entire history of mankind. The master artist skillfully used every shade
of man's emotions and feelings as colors to mortray clearly not only the heart of
every simner in his fallen copditdon, but to reveal in its majesty the very heart

of God, showing iils mmazing plty, compassion and love toward fallen axd erpring
begpanitior,

This parable is one of the greatest s if not the greatest, chord story ever writien.
George array called it "4he most divinely tender and most hmanly touching story
evar told on earth." President Theodore Roosevelt said that the simpia story of this
imortal sdventurer, wio is usgaily called the predigal son, moved end stirred his
soul more then any obhor lanuese that he had ever read. 0f this parable Ir. Halford
B. Iuccock sald: “Wudged oither by its diterary form op by the irportancs of iis

spirdtusl truth, it holds an urrivaled place, oot only in the Bibls, mub in Lhe sl

literatire,”

This matehless and unforgetiable story deals with the basic human problem - the
problem of a man's relationchdp with Sod. Al of us were made for God, and there
is mo'pesce, cr real release from our audlt, frustrations and fears until we are
reconciied to God; wikil we have been able 4o Bay: " Uiz done, the great transe
action's done; I an my Lord's and He is mina,”

This simple, terse, tender and Jurincus story deals with one of the moet importaent
experiences of 1life —= the teaching and training of children in the home. Srom the
home, widch ip the very cornerstone of civiiization, stems peace, ogress and
perpotulty. Howe! that o hollowsd word! low D4l of enchantment, and how dear

to the heart! The veyy word touches avery 2iber of the soul, and strikes svery chord
of the heart. Uhal sercer soocoistions mrs linied with itl that pleasing imagse
and deep emoviony it mwienct 1% calls up the fondest and most cherished remories
of 1ife, and opens in ocur noture the Furegt, deepest and richest well of precicus
thoughts and feelings. The home in whdeh a boy or a girl is reared has more to do
with nds or her afber~iifs than anything eiss, The lLiouse in which he or she is reaved
does not have a lot to do with the Pormation of Ris or her charascter. Far more

than a house is needed to make & home for a boy or a girl, Faronts mgke the home
what 1t ig, and they largely detormine what their child shall becorm.

In preackhing from this interesting ang inexhaustible parable, I want to be intensely
practical. I want to come Just as close to Jyour hearts and lives as I pocsibly can,
and especially Yo those of you who are Joung. aAfter all, 1ife iz a great adventurs.
Hone of us have any cholee respecting the Fort Lfrom sddeh we sall, but each of us
determines the haven into which he shall drop anchor at last.
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In the oponlng of thie story we catch a glinpse of a beautiful home in whieh there
was practically everything that the hearts of its cocupants could wish, Doubtleas
the father in that home wao a man of nobility, wisdom amd kindness. Thers rust have
been in him a remarkable blending of strength and tenderness. Ho was wonderfully
blessed in having two sons. As & loving and devoted fatheyr, v oboerved hiz sons
as they grew into menhood. e wabtched their vrozress, and noted in what ways they
were aliks, as well as those in which they were different.

Luring the remainder of this service, we shall devote our attention to ihe Founger
of the two sons, al I sincarely hope that each of us will learn some of the valugble
lessons which his conduct sets forth.

I. His Diseatisfaction. Verse 12.

As Christ portrayed him, this youns men wes a falthinl reiflection of 1life every-
wiore and in every age. le wes o seoker after ecmething., Aven't we all? Wo
are all gitin to the prodigal, this far st leest. A grost and restless mmnger
ia in the heart of man, a nameless diccontent that will not leot Idm be, Willilam
Hlale illustrated one of his poens with the picture of a little msn standing as
the foot of a ladder that reached up above Im and disappeared imto the clouds.
Uith his arms cutstrotehsd and his head timowm back, the little man is erying,
"I want, I want.” It is ubterly useless for us to rall agelnst this discontent
in the heart of nman, o try with Buddha %o gquiel or suprress it, What does ihe
1itile man, with lis arms outstretched and his hesd throwm back, want? He may
not ke, Often ho dooan't kmow what he wants, nor why he wants it. Often he
mladnternrets o despest longings and seels fulfilment in strange pathe. This
is why there i oo much Geappointment ang unhappiness and downright frustration
in the wrld. he ate wanding scnething bigger or bebter than most of us are
getting. e are node for sowthing which is higher than we are reaching.,

IZ. Mg Dosire. Vereo 12,

‘I‘hsdavcmmmenahiammmm&dttmﬁage%miwtbcu@thehmm
and betbor than bis father. o is there among ue that hes not come to or passed
throuzh that stege? faven't you reaily thought thad you know wore than either

or both of your parente? Of course, there is a vast difforence botwsen thinidng
that you loow something and sotually knowing it.

ihis younger con chafed unior the restraints of the parental relaiion. He had
Sown tired of the rostraints of home. 7o him home was irksorme and boring. He
wanted independence. He found the restraints of his father's house gailing o
him. e though? he would be morn Sveo ardl happy in the big world beyond the
hiils. il longod to see the oigite and o enjoy the pleasmmres widch he had

heard existed over the hills and Zar away, He wes intaicaded with the lure of
sightc unseen and of axperionces untyied. e lusted for the mindulged. He
wanted to got out on his owm, to have hie own way, to live his own life, and to do
as he picpsed,
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It is entirely possible that scme of his unserupulous companions had poured into
his ears the bewliching story of the enchanting world about which he had not known.
Ne doubt that somebody had told him that " a young man with a little meney can
command anything." He was bent on being independent aind having a career. He

~ wanted to ses the world. He wanted to have his fling, so he rebelled against

the authoriiy which would have kept him in the right path, as so many young
pecpls are doing in these days, 4o their own detriment and loss. It was his
desire to break away from his father and to live a2 he pleased which was the very
essence of sin. Jittle did he realize that the freedom for which he yearned
would lead him to comparative slavery. Uhen he rebelled against everything for
which his home stood, little did he realize what the conssquences would be.

Some children leave home because of the sntrance of a stepmother or & stepfather.
Seme children leave homs becsuse they have received oruel treatment. Others
lsave home because they do not think there is an opportunity for them in the
localities in which thelr homes are situated. S5till others leave home simply
becgusé they want the freedom to de as they please, which most frequently means
to do wickedly. A former mayor of New York City in an sutobiographical apticle
wrote that he left his home in Ireland because he wanted to sin as he plsased.

His Demand. Verse 12a.

Iike every normal boy, this young fellow wanted money before he knew either the
value of it or how to spend it. Knowing that his father was a man of sonsidersble
means, and that in due time, at the death of his father, his possessions would
mﬁmmmmmwmw,mawtmmmmnm
to lst him have his share of the estate immediastely. He thought that, if he could
get his share of the estate immediately, he could make both a fortuns and a neme
for himself. That would enable him to be his own master, and also be free from
all authopity and interference.

With him self came first. After self became the venter of his life, to him
tothing else mattered. Thils young man had & false conception of what 1ife really
is, and it was very evident in his eager desire to get away from home and all of
its influences, And in this he was not by himself. Today many young people have
the notien that they are being cheated «- that there is something wonderful out

in the world to which they have a right, and which they are missing. Many children
who are reared in Christlan homes think that the umrightecus and the worldiians
are hgving ail the fun and all the geod times. Thinking that life at homs ia
hupe-drum, they long for edventure. They crave excitement and & gay time. They
want to have their fling. They firmly belleve in the philesophy of self-expression.
They want to live their livés in their own way, 80 number ene on thelr hit pareds
is "Don't Fence Me In." Young friend, do not be to0o anxious sbout leaving the
love which is menifested in your heme. There will come & time when you will
become aware of your need of it. Besides, you will not always have the oppore
tunity te enjoy it. Stay as close to it as you can, and make just ss much of it
as you ¢an, ‘

Sheer self-will, such as this young man expressed cen work great mischief in any
life. Many boys and girls have gons forth from Christizan homss to live very sin-
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ful lives. It is a solemn thought, and yet quite tyue, that not any of us can
absolutely guarantee the integrity of another's life. Sooner or later every
person comes up against that subtle power of selfhood, that royal and yet tarrible
power of cholce. It is not wiss to fanclude that becsuse you have besn reared

in a good Christian home that you will be immune from the solicitations of evil
and the seductions of passion. E

For some time this young man had thought about leaving home and going out into the
.big world on his own. He was a prodigal in thought and spirit long befors he
became one in deed or action. Iust sfter the far countyy was in his heart long
before the dust of the far country wus on his feet. leaving home is not neces-
sarily a matter of geography, for it is often only a matter of the mind. Thepe
are many who are in a far country mentally, who are yet physiecslly within the
wallsaf&hair'mhamﬁsWheua&sv«mmﬁnd-afthismm=mtlmtheu@m
that his father steod betwwen him and semething that he desived supremely, and
which he beslieved would be better for him than the things it was possibis for

him t¢ have in the house aud under the influencs of his fathep. = He decided that

. he was going to leave home. . = . I o L .

Before he tack his departure this young man expressed an instinctive sense of tha
right of inheritance. Inasmuech as he was thé sen of his father, he instinotively
concluded that his father was unday & certain obligation to him, and that he had
& parfect right to a share of his father's propérty without walting for it. Ewin
though he retognized that he hed & right to expect. sométhing from his fathér, he
totally ignored the fact timﬁhuha&snyabugammtohis father, or that his
father had sny right 1o expect anything of his son. ,

Detormineéd to acquire his share of his father's sstate, this son mustered encugh
coursge te spproach his father and demand poseession of that to which he belisved
he was the belr. Hs said: "Pather, give me the portion of goeds that falleth
Yo me." For this astonishing request the father was not prepared. Although sur
Ierd did not tell us whether or not he did 80, it is entirely pussible that he
trisd to redson with his som and te tolk him out of his plans, Of eourse, both-
the father and the son kmew that the Mosais law recognized the right of the first-
born teo inherit a double yortion of his father's estste (Deuteronomy 21:17).
Accarding to this law, the elder sen would receive two-thirds and the younger
would receive one~thipd. Naturally, the father knew what would most likely
happen if he gave his soninadvmaaallthatmldamnallygowm, and let
:imuseitashsmm ore hes lasrned the valus of monsy or how to uss it
saly. _ ‘ C : . ,

Heluctantly, and against his better judgment, the father &cceded to the expressed
wish of his son. Christ said: “And he divided unto them his living." Zsch sen
received his rightful sharé of the inheritance. In somowhat the same fashion,
God frequently grants ue the freedom to do az we plaase, even when He knows full
woll that what we are going to do will be injurious to us. Many others, like

this younger son, have wrecked their whols careers through the folly of insisting
upon exercising their indepandence before they are prepared and qualified to do so.
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Knowing that his son was lmmature, emotionslly unstable, and incenpetent to handle
money wisely, the father realised that he wis taking a great risk in placing so
mch into such irresponsible hands. In all prebability the experienced and devoted
father accuratsly plotied the eourss of events in advanss. Most likely, after

he had become reconciled to the inevitability of his son's departure from home,

the father tried to £111 him in on sdms things which he had neglected to disecuss
with him. I'am confident that he availed himself of the opportunity to offer him
urgent words of good sounsel. But, realieing that his son would just have to lasrn
the hard w&y, ke granted him the fireedom of going and of ledrning for himself.

It was unfortunate that this young man had Joined that gréat number whom Sutan

had depeived by getting them to think that the pléasures of sin offer veal and

abiding satisfection. He has décelved many in our day t¢ the extent that they

have diemisssd sin from their vocsbulary and their reasoning. Bub this serip-

ture lesson cartalnly gives to these whe havé ayes 4o ses &n exoellsnt panorama
of sin -~ how it oparstes, what it does, and how it may be overcome.

God's Word says"Not many days after the yowiger son gathered ail tegether.” Whst
was hs doing in those few days while he was geiting ready to lesve? He was
dreaming & strange and wild dredm. He was thinking of that far séuntry and what
it held for him. His imsginstion had gone prodigal befére he did., In his drémms
hs had pletured the far country before he drrived there. ,

aetmwmmmmm. Dreans &ré not solid things. Theré's a
dreaming in which thé picture in the mind dees not correspend with reality. We
imagine things to be B0 when they aren't se, * o -

khat was perhaps the most weird auetion sgle in history was held in Washington,
BiC., in 1$26. By specisl get of Congress 150,000 old patent models of odd inw
ventions wérs dsclared obsolete and put up for public sals. They had acowmlated
in the United States Patent Office since 1800. Some of them had passed under
the hand of Thomas Jefferson when he ssrved as Patent Comissisner. A quiet,
thoughtful men pressnt st the sale said 4hat as he looked over the curlcus done
glomeration of sticks, wheels, giued wood and iron contraptions, the first
thought in his mind was, “How fertile is the imsgiration of man!" Cns by one
these inventions went under the hammer. Soms wers clever, some were clumsy, soms
wers musing -~ there was &n sutomstie bedbug ¢rusher, and an 1llusinated cat to
sosire away mics! One woman had invented & gadget which snabled & mother to shupn
the butter and rock the baby in éne speration. There wis 4 devics to prevent

Now, to some people, the sale of 150,000 old patent models would mean 150,000
lgughs. But the quiet, thoughtful man whe watched the hammer fall and heard the
austioneer's "Going,going, gone!” said he couldn't laugh. He knew that he was
looking at 150,000 brvleen dreams. He was thinking of the leng days snd nights

of tedious toll, of the peopls who first imagined and dreamsd, then made, and then
poverty, still trying to market their inventions. He was thiniing of the thousands
of peopls dresming dresams that would never come trus, and hé wrote it up in 3
poignant story under the titls, "The Shattersd Dresms of & Century.”
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This world is full of shettered dreams of people imagining vain things; of economio
illusions, political utoplas, philosophical imaginings; of ideas in the mind that
have no hops of coming trus. Vividly sketched sgainst a background of divine
reality is this unforgettable story of a young man dreaming & dream that cculd
never come true, holding in his mind & plessing image that had no substance of .
reality. It is an old dresm, as old as the Carden of Eden with its luselous Pore

bidden frult so pleasing to the eye.
His Departure. Verse 13b. '

: ;é.a soon &s. ﬁdsaibla,' the young man turned his shére of ths property into portshls

form, ostensibly inte hard cash, and prepared for his departure from hame in quest
of self-realigation, fully determined that he was not going te permit anybody to

Ao the time drew neir for hin to séy goodbye, it 1s quite likely that & farewsll

reception wis plamed, Nelghbors and friends most likely gsthered at the homs
and thsy had & glorious time, on into thé late hour of the night. He wis to leave
bright and sarly the next morning. IP his mothei was still living, you may be
sure that there were twe in that housshold who did not sleep that night., You
kuow what two they were. Every father and mother know what two they were. ' That

‘WAs & New expardsnes in that hame. Son was leaving homs, and going out mmong

strafgers. The mother gave him her kiss end love ~— & mother's best blessing.
The father didi't ssy &s much ss the mother, but hs,too, Was bowed with grief,
He put his hand en his son's shoulder and seid, "My bey, remenber what mother has

- said. Remembsr thé advice she gave you. - When you get awhy from homs remembey

thers are many pitfalls, and son, I want you to watch out about the crowd you
run with, and about your sssoelations. Remember the. gamblers will rob you of

- everything. Den's go with the crowd that drimks. lLock eut for bad, twmorsl

" women. " Proudly he took his inheritence and mads his way out from the home. As

1 visualize him taking his inheritance &nd going eut into the great world to meet

the posponsibilitiss of life oh his own, I am wondering what you, as & young
person, would have today if you gathered up all the moral and spirdtual substance

- whigh your homs has bequeathed to you. I ms wondéring what moral and spiritual

substance you parents are giving in your hemes today. I hope it Would not ba like
& case I read about the other day, :

&mm.wﬁ‘bWMeitmmma%gammM prisons and talk to
tha young men Who were incarcevdted in them. A mother ssked the man 1f he would
visit a tertain prdson in a certsin state bafore he returned. He told her that
he wouwld.. She sald, "If you go to that prdson, hers ie & package I wint you to
glve o my son. He is in that pwisen.v And she gave him the nams 6f her son.
Thcm-tookthepackagemmmamtethatpﬁsonhsfwndbbemngm
and said, "Young man, I have a package for you. It is from your méther. She
askad me to glve 1t to you." , > : S

Th&-yﬁungmwm'pankago‘ram.it\andiniﬁmapietuﬂofhiamthor
and & letter. He looked at it and said, 'Did she give you this paskags with this
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ploture and letter for me?" "Yes,” sald the man, 'What did she say?" 'She teld
mtotallyouthatahalwwdm“ The young man then tied up the package
and handed 1t baek to him and said, "Take it back to her and tell her, it is too
late." "What 1s the mattér?” asked the man. "If my mother had loved me &t the
right time,” said the young men, “and had given me the right kind of training,
I would not be herd. She taught we to gawble and drink in her own hame. Over
a ghinbling table in a drunkeén spree I shot a man and now I am here. Tsake this
packagabaukwharandtmburthat her message cams too late,."

L:{sten, friends, mach that & do is tob late. What pavents do for and with thsi.r
childven in their howes will determine largsly what those children will do when
they go awdy from those homes. What & child gets in the hems forms the background
of his oy her lifa., Your child is aithey getting the moral and spiritual culture
that will strengthen him or her, or elsé he or she is getting a worldly infiltration
that will bﬁclaud the sonscience éad weaken the will.



