Yind wher he come bt Wimesls "

The younger son in the parsble imsgined that to be ebsolutely free to work out his
own desires without restraint or hindrance would bring him the bighest happiness.
His desire might have been expressed in the words, “Let me have wy own way, ahd
life will be worth while!” Taking what he had, he went inle the for ecountyry. Seing
the bail-fellow-wellemet type, with a 1life of mueh warwil: and mromise, he nade
friends easlly. Even though he had & backgound whieh ceuld have sbrengthensd him
z0 maeh for his future, he moved in ithe wrowmp clrcles and indulged in these things
which wers injuricus to him. It was not long until he was penniless and urwanted.
His money had been spent, hiz so-cslled Friends had deserted him, and his manbood
nad been dissipated, hils honor had Ffled, and his heaprt wes hegvy. 1§ suybody had
told kim in advenece how ki adventure would turn sul, he would have lzughed him

te scorn. He, like meny others, had to learn from hitisw experience. He hed Fled
from the dignified work and the love and discipline of 2 son on bis father's famm
to beg for lesthsome work in the fav ecountry. He hed squandered nis &1l for PAES
and shame and mlsery. He had struek botbem., He hat been the vietim of hie pwn
foclishness., Iunger, loneliness and sheme burned in hie mind the faet that he had
wade & bed choice. :

This young man had been allowed to have hie owr: way. He had been peymitted to test
iie own philosephy of 1ife. He had proved the fallsey of his own philosephy, the
futility of his own plans, end the impotence of bic own will, Ue hed his fail Fling,
and when he cgme te the end of thet experience, he saw the folly of his own thinking
and planning. He certalnly hed never sxpecied Lo come %o such & degtingtion and
condition as e had resehed. There is nothing that one needs Lo remswher in the
aarly daye of 1life more than the fael of "Whabsoever & men soweth, that shell he
alsoc reap.” Hultiplied thousands of ruined lives procisim the fact thet when pecple
are permitted te have thelyr owm way, they discover that the ezercise of Lheily own
wills bo this extent brings them %o disaster. That we: what brought the prodigal
to utter benkruptey and wand. '

In the fer country this young man Ffound himself obber than he was mede 4o be. If
you have ever broWen & lisb, vou know what & painful thing it is. lilewise, = dize
lotated 1ife is Fiiled with wisery; thers in no joy ab ail inm 4%, This Foung man
thought he had 8 betier way of living than at howe with and in chedience to his
father. He econsidered Iis will to be far superior %0 thet of his fatber, that hio
mind was much wiser than his Father's, and that to live according to his own prew
Terences and desives would bring lim far grester plessurve. S0, he took iz depsriure
from his father, went ints the fay country, spent everythdng that he had, and gt

in reburn wbier destitution and indeseribable wd cery,

After having stiempted Lo adiust himself to o Life that was separated from his Fathers
having tried to contendt himeelf on the plane of the physical with 2 pere animsl
sxiztence; he ab length dissovered thsi iLhere was something within him that required
another kind of food, and thet it would not die. How foolish e had beer in srohange
ing the house of his father for a hog pen! Jurely a man with good judgwent would

not have exthan the fellowship and love of & good father for the Pilth of Lhe for
country. His course of sin did not heve any resson in it,




in verse seventeen we read that “He came to Mimself,® Hut, hadn't he been himselsy

That is what he went inte the far country for - te be himseif. That iz why he ran

awpy from home. For gt home, swmid meral codes and diseipline, he Just could not

let go and be himself. Some overly sclicitous individwal, ov preaciment, was forever
dng in his wey. I8 indeed was to relesmss nls long-imprisoned self that he

"gathersd all together, and took his journey inte a far sountry.”

uring those movths of loose living the young man wis sure thet he was being himsell .
He was doing what comes nsturally. Nany today would agree that he was indeed being
himself., They would contend that the more & man thyowe off religiovus seruples, and
gives wey to his fleshly fspulses, the move he is bedng hdmeelf. . .

hie philosophy of life has slways had, and hes todey, & host of advosstes. In WAy
both tlatant snd subtle, we ave confrovted wiith this gppeal. Tt is the theme of

some of the bestezellers, of many motion pletures, and even of some of ouy peyehiatrie
eounseling. You know the line: Iei yourself goj don't be fenced in: stop teving to
be yeilgious and morel: vield %o youyr lower instinelive wigsie~-wthiz iz the way

of pesce of wind and of Pulfillment. : ' -

‘here sre people all about us who look upon godliness 8s & kind of enornality. They
think of thoce who have intense spiritusllevelties, and who eling 4o high morel
gt 0e, a8 belng just a 1itble peeulisr e Just & bit off balonge., The spiritunl
antecsdents of these critics ssid thet Christ was “beside Himsel?,” and thai Paul

O sourse, the grest trouble with this general point of view ls that Cheist Jesus
does not egree with i%. It iz eclear From His remarks abewt Lhe lost sen that He
considered that a man ie tyuly himsslf only when he is burning ey from

and sin to goodness and to Jod. Aecording te tis Haster, the 1ife which the prodigsl
‘hed been living ws avtuslly an sbnermsl and an unneburel Life. Witle he wes wasting
iz suboterce™ in ihe far countyy, he was nob baing himsell at 21, bet semething
else. So long @s he was an slien from his father's house snd supervision, he weo

an gilen Irom bis vesl self. Uin hed seused bim t6 be beside bimself, Infawtsbed
- oy wing it bed afflicted lim with o type of insanity, vobbed hiv of hie nopmal reason,
Caod mpde Nm os slave and & fool. Sin is an shnormaiity, o species of madness, L
men whis eyowds God oubt of ks 1ife is less than vormal, even though he may heve
aoquived & rumber of degress Irom educabion imstitutions. Yenmv shnowmal people

Sin is dteelf am sbnowmelity. The sinner 45 & men whose 1ife is aff -genteyr, op
sceentrie. His sin lgvolves an inversien of vwelues, sz well e the ‘ows of mrdei,
It transposes everything: it puts enesles in the plate of felevds, and frlerds in
the place of enemiess it pute derltess fer Mght, and ilght for derkress; ang it
pube avil for goed, and good for evil. The godless mind is a@m unbalencsd mded

bhe sinper s 8 man who ia nob himself, his whole w8lf, or his besht zelf: ke iz
eside himeeld. His mind is not properly edjusted. It is & subjective mind; it
cthinks of =elfy it lives fov self: it bme ibs own sbandés des it lives in an imaginar
wordd of iis own crestion: it leoks the ne te be oblsetive. & 1ife apart From
wod iz disloeated, or out of its proper pelabion. 4 soul was 0ot weant o live
gpart from Ood gry more than my hend wis designed te perform & given teshk separated
from the direction of my wind. : _ S :




The prodigal was not himself < his redl zelf or his Whole S€Lf e in what be wes
doing in the far sountey. He was expressing only the worst pert of hie natuve.

How meny men ave in every man? We are resscnsble today, end pebulent Lomorrow:
generous this week, and siingy the next; and sometimes we go through all thess
confliieting moode in one day. One of the great philosephers =gid, “Hsally, I'm

& decent, kinmdly, loveble soul, bub there is another horrid fellow with remulsive
Wways who samstimes gets inte my élothing, uses wy name and gebs wistaben for me.’
U coursg, some of you would not adii bhis for the world, Tou think that you

d6 net have Bny hovns, bub that you do have many halos. Certeinly vyou esn ses

thie in your neighboprs and in others. There iz a wixtupe in them, but met in vou,
£ bad man looks like a good men sometimes —- When ks baby iz sick and abeut to die,
for instance) and a good man looks like 8 bad one when he takes your paridng place.
That is humen nabure de we actually kwow it, in surselves and in our nelghbops,

And that is whed we find in the Bible, From Adam on, it is the story of magnificent
devobion and shameful depradation. David wrote hymne for all Yo sing, bub he did
ot alvlty: live s be sing. Solomon wrote mroverses of wisdom, hub often choss .
folly For his bedfelless, . :

funayn nebture ¢gg be wonderful, and it can be truly terrible. You look &t it on

some dBys, in come people, and wou see it rige to helights of unbellevable Bt nmse
fou ses humAn nabure evprésasd in some whys that mekes you proud to belong %o sush

& breed. Tou lbek st it on other davs, in some people, and it is positively hideous.
As Pgsosl s@id: "Han is an 4 prebensible wenster.” You wonder how God dan put
up with hikl. At the close of his nevel, Blood and “Zand, WHissoo Thines deseribed

& bull fight in which the wull, after being goaded inte madnsss, turned and csught
‘the matador on his howns, flung him inte the aly and gored him ints bloody insenw
eibility. 4s the dying metedor was carried from the arens, an unedrthly rosr went
up Irelm the crowd, and the author s8id, "So we listensd to tie roar of the only,

b68st there ia e humenity,” - The only besst there isi

Here, then, aré the faste about luman netupe: like Lhem oy not, they cre the facts.
They ave writhen in the Bivle, in kistory, and in ‘the experience of man. How stupid
Lo ipnore the fasts, to deny the faets s OF G0 try bto twish the fasts to suld a

in his poverty, hunger, helpisksness and despaly, we Tind this young men began io
Todnk. Ho man ever found himself yet until be Pouwsd his “ihivkes, " Doubtless he
thought of hie fatherfs somfortebis hemer of the day when he got his libgrty, and
how he bad abused ity of the wer he had sgiandered his money in vriobows ilvin 21

of the time he had wasted, and bow he might have spent it Lo hebter pdvantage in
ation of himself for a 1ife of usefulnens: and of those wio had gathered avount
im end praised him, bubt had bhen turned theiy backs on him and deszerted him. Whille
thinking of hie present survoundinges, hé came to himeelf. ..

The ey sentence iz the whols story is that "Ue came bo Wimself." Vhen 1o caxe to

Blaeglf, he Poundd it 2o be true that adversity is frequently & blessing in digguice.
Hisforturie often paves the way Yo cucstese, Our failtwes eften become Lhe shepplnge

stones 4o progress and prosperity. The dismel falluwre of the prodigal gave him time
fo¥ rellestion. Like many obhdrs, he had to be styipped ard shopn before he really

and fully vealized what the t¥ie purpose of bis 14£6 was, '




Woen he came Lo bimeelf, this young wmen discovered that he hed been simnding sgainst
e father. Yhen %m mf"a home he thoughd m&# bis fether had been sinving sgainst
by, mm@ he had discovered that he hed done wrong in reflusing bo yisld to the

will of il 2&%@3& i‘%& iz & g dar in a }T&E‘ﬁ@ﬁ’ 1ife when he comes to himeell
and saes %im'e:aﬁ #s he péaily te, and nob sy he had been tmzmmg that he wgs

s the for countery he fSound Diwself obheyr bthan be wis nede o be. "He ciwe i;e;
himself , " which medne bthat he wes restored to sanity. He sgw ithe folly of s
sanner of 3ife. Yo bed ¢ cowplete shenge in oullosk and : At lomg lest, he
m@g& o eppesr In his vight wind., He peflised whet a fusl he had been in exchanging
the comforts of home for ithe hopdships of the fav eawmw He desided to po homg.




