“And when he was come near, he beheld the city, and wept over it, Zaying,
If thon hadst known, even thou, at least im this thy day, the thinge which
helong unto thy peacel bul now t wey are hid from thine eyes.® Luke 19:41-42.

On three cccasions Christ wept. You know them well, but it may be worth
while to refresh vour memories, When He came to the grave of lLazarus,
obgerved the sorrow of the sisters, and meditated upon the havoco which
gin wrought in the death and corruption of the body, Christ wept. The
cond occasion was when He bheheld the city of Jerusalem and burst sude-

se
denly into tears over it. This is the eccasiﬁn wiich we shall study in
this service, The third cccasion was when He was at Gethsemane, at which
time a shower of bitter ftears was mipgia' with btloody sweat. In Hebrews
5:7 we read, "Who in the days of ﬂ & fle ?, when he had offered up pravers
and supplications with strong crying and tea unto him that was able to

n

save him From death, and was heard in uﬂat he 1eared.“ The strength of

His love strove with the anguish of His sould, and in the process forced

forth the sacred waters of His eyes. Our Lord weeping at Gethsemane was
nduced by the great burden of himman guiiit which pressed upon Him,

Sincere and genuine tears are always touching. In our text we have a

picture of the Saviocur sobbing out His grealt heart as He stood on the

¥Mount of Olives with ths city of Je?lﬁalem, the most renowned city of

that day, unfolded like a pancorama before His eves. There must have been
e

a compelling reason why Christ thus wepbt as He locked over the city. The
reason was that so many of the people in that c*“v had allowed their

re?éwiams cpportunities te pass by am¢myr@veu. They had neglected them,
While thinking of the sin, the guilit, the unrest, the heartaches and the

broken lives of the people who resided in Jerusalem, Christ felt the
sadness more than any mortal could,

Jerusalem was the most renowned ciby in thait day. The Israslites exulted
in its power, rejoiced in itg resvplendent history, and were charmed by its
beauties. It was a privileged city. The Temple aﬂded to its fame. Its
peoplile had been blessed by the presence angd ministry of the %rop“eas, the

priests and John the Bayu&st. To climax all of ﬁhese religiouns priviieges,
Christ blessed it with His presence, example, love and words. As an evidence
of His love for her people, Christ walked the streets, opened the eyes of

the blind, healed the sick, comforted the sorrowing, pointed out numerous
dangers and called the wayward fo repentance, Yet, as Christ stocd there

on the mountain and loocked down on the city, He saw more than its splendors,

beauties and historic significance. He saw the sing of the people whicl

{
]

had brought on the impending doom. He saw the city¥s marred manhood, un-
havoy acmes, intemperance, poverty, impurities and i iﬁzlblebﬁ The pleasure-
loving crowds, beauvtiful buildings and resplendent history could noit blind
the eves of Christ to the Lrue condiifions that p?evaiied there. He knew
full well that this proud citizenry had rejeclted Him and His teachings, and

that they had forfeited thelir supreme opportunily.

A

While He saw the certainty of the doom of the inhabitants of the c¢ity, le
actually lamented the necessgity of it. Hie dinward grief was sc intense
that it could not be restrained. He was weeping because the citizens of
Jerusalem were lost. He lamented their wilful ignorance which had caused
their doom. He wept because they had neglected, abused and misused iHis



Fatherts house; vea, they had
angd cheating. He wepit
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golden opportunity. Ci
Sodom and Gomorrah, Tyre and
no te God and His messengers,

1

Chrigt stood there and wepi ; w ahead fo hem, i)
&aﬂeuaw the desbﬁﬁvgéc of the cit g 4 aopte. The flogdgates of

His grief were 1ifted by their

peel

As Christ sicod in full view of Jerusalem, reviewing its hist@ry recall-

ing its opportunities and observing its rughing on o an inevitabl caﬁasn
trophe, He cried, %0 Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that killest the propheis,
and stonest them which are sent unto thee, how often would I have &athered

thy children together, even as a hen gathereth her chickens under her
wings, and ve would not! Dehold vour house is left unto you desolate™
{Matthew 23:37-238;.

- 3 z

4o Upportunity Is Provided For Us.

the opportunity to live, to have the use of our fac"ities, o
ith and St?&@ﬁﬁh, and to capifalize on the priviieges of iife
Think of the yriv11ewe of Eistenin" to lifet!s calis, of being stirred
all

by its challenges, of weeping with those who are u?ﬁk@ﬁﬁ@&?v@&, and of
rejoicing w1t& those who are happy. T!

Think of the g¢er¢ous spiritual
opportunities which we have. Truly this is our dav of opportunity
Let us make the most of it.

There is but one thing that can satisfy a soul and that is Christ.
How pitiakle it is to see a2 person trying to feed his-soul on the -
husks of the werldl Christ alone can save and satisfy. Every person
should hurriedly accept Christ as his Saviour, and then make the most
of every opportunility that comes Lo serve Him.

This day of opportunity ig limited. It is but a step from the cradle
to t s easy to die Here is the strong man who is hale

hearty today,
muffled drums keep beating

he grave. It i
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ut tomorrow he will be cole in death, " ur hearts
Funeral marches to the grave.w

wWhy should anybody want to breathe the ozone of Godls goodne ess, bask in
the radiance of His suniight, be protected by His love, and then over-
ride His wishes, Eﬂampme alil of s mercy under foot, and come to the
end of lifets day of opportunity without having accented His proffer

of salvation? “”ogay iF e hear his veice, harden not your heart.®

AT the lor Time flees. Job said, "y days are
swifter Lh « They are passed away a8 the gwifltl
ships: th to the prev.H Anewscw was right when
he sai: while we are prepaving o Iive,.?

-

. Cpportunity

The ilight of Jerusalem did not go out all at once. The light of the
average individual who has passed through 1ife and died unprepared did
not go ouit suddenliy. While the individual basks in the sunshine of

Caa? blessings, the opiates of the world dull his sensitiveness to the
calli of the Lord and he goes to sleep., This dis8 a danger noint that is
critical and crucial. ©Once there was a railroad accident. The switchman
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