TEE SIN OF INGRATITUDE

Imke 17:11-19

If one were asked what is the most common sin in the world, I suppose the correct snswer
would be Mingratitude." This story from the esrthly ministry of our Lord reveals how
ingratitude works in 1life. ] '

On His way from Galilee to.Jeruselem %0 be present at the last passover of His earthly
life, our lerd wes pessing slong the boundary line between Samaria end Galilee. A4s He
journeyed, He met tern men just outside of an unnemed village. The Bible does not say
whether they juet happened $0 be present at that time and place, or they purposely inter-
cepied Him; but, in eny cese, Christ Jesus met them. From the account of this meeting

let us obaserve! o—

I.

II.

III.

Their Condition.

1. They were lepers.
2, They were misersbhbles.
Each one had to endure terrible suffering.

3. They were ostracized.
In accordance with the Mosaic Lew, they had to keep their distance from a1l others,

They (sred rot come nearer $o clean people than one hundred and fifiy feel, if
the winé wae blowing from thst direction.

&, They were bhumenly incurable. :
Yhere wss no homen remedy for their terrible disesse. Man cap only atiempt teo

alleviate the suffering of a leper while the dresdful plegue zuns its death-
working course.

Their Cry.

i. They had heard of Christ. ‘

2. They recognized Christ when they saw Him.

3. They believed that He could heal them.

&4, They appealed to Christ for help. :
In sheer desperation they cried wnto Him, "Jesus, Master, have mercy on us.”
Their prayer was marked by humility and faith. Their cry wes to the rizht Persen,
at the right time, and in the right way. It wes unanimous, earnest, respectful,
humble, urgent and expectant. The Lord hears the sinrcere and earnest prayers

of those whe nesd Him.

Their Cure.

The response of Christ to them was given in the form of & commend whiek implied that
they wovld speedily be hesled; and so it was en appeal to their faith. He seid to
them, "Go, show yourselves unto the priests.” Without c¢leansing thed, without so mach
a8 telling them thet they were to be clesnsed, He bade them take the cure or trust,
and proceed to show themselves to the constituted authorities, as persons who were
lepers no more. It was o stromg test, but their perfect confidence in Jesus wess equal
to it. They instantly set out. They had seer no charm used, had heard no words of
cleensing; they felt, as yet, no change wreught upon thelr diseased bodies, but they
went in the firm faith that they would be Yedled. They did not hesitate, or make -
exeuse, but they obeyed immediately. 'hey acted out their faith. HErery step thet
they took sway from the presence of Jesus was a proof that they trvsted Him. And
their confidence was soon rewarded. As they were going on their way to do 2s He had
bidden them, they discovered for themselves that they had beern cured. The: Seripture
says, "As they went, they were clesmsed.® The healthy color returned to their flesh
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and the dry, scsly sppearance disappesred from their skin. ZEvery man saw in his fel-
lows the wonderful trensformation which he felt in himself. There were two things
which made possible their complete cure:

1, TFaith in the Word of Christ. 7
Could there be a better illustration of faith from one polant of view, than the
conduct of these ten men? They ook Jesus at His Word and they soon realized
the blessedness of so éoing. His cleansing power worked in their bodies as they
walked, . ' '

2. (bedience to the Will of Christ.
They -immedistely submitted to His avthority end did =s He commsnded then to de.

Their healing was conditioned upon their faith in the Word of Christ and their obedi-
ence to the Will of Ghrist, :

Their Conduet.

Thus far, their experiences run parallel; bui now there is a divergence. ZHEach of the

. ten had received a healthy body, restoration to socisty, and reasdmission to the sanci-

uwary. But here their likeness ends. The conduct of the majority is very disappointing.
With feet msde nimble by the joy in thsir hearts, they continue their journey. All

ten lepers had been cleansed, but only cme of them had a sufficient sense of indebt-
edness to Christ to offer thanks for the hesling he had received. %This grateful recip-
ient, and he wos a Sameriten, had somshow discovered that "love is the fulfilling of
the law," so, he returned sndwith a loud voice glorified Ged, and fell at Jesus?

feet, giving Him thanks.® His gratitude was prompty . humble, reverent, earnest and
whele~hearged. .

What spirit should more characterize God's children than such gratitude? What should
we more certainly look for as the mark of a Christian? This Sameritan teeches us
that gratitude does net depend upon the condition of one's health, but upen the status
of his heert. The truly grateful are those who look not at what they leck, but a%
what they have; therefore, they can sing,

bCount your meny blessings,
Woame them one by one,
And it will surprise you
¥hat the Lord hath done.'

Are you one of the unappreciative ninety Der cent, or are you a member of thet miadful
mineority, the thankful ten per cent?

Wote Christls appreciation and recompense of the Samaritants gratiiude. He was de-

lighted with his gratitude snd said unto him, "Arise, go thy way, thy faith hath
ssved thee." He was not only cured of his leprosy, but saved from his sin also.



