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CHRIST OVER AZATHNST THE TREISURY

"ind Jesus sat over against the treasury, and beheld how the veople cas money into the
treasury: and many that were rich cast in much., 4nd there came & certmln poor widow,

and she threw in two mites, vhich make = farthing, And he celled unte him his disciples,
gnd saith unto them, Verily I say unto you, That this noor wideow hath sast wore in, than

all they which have cast into the treasury: ¥or all they did east in of their sbundance;
but she of her went 4id eset in 811 thet she hed, even 211 her Iiving," VMark 12:41-44,
OF. lude 21:3-4,

e to the worship
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What a scene! Tt wss laid in the temple in Jerusalem. Christ had zo
service, which was His regular custom. The temple was noet se much 2 building as 2 systen
of ccurtss nostly open and surrounded by messive wells, magnificent in the gize of the
stones and in their beawty. It was in the outer and,g”eauur court that Chrdist did much
of His teaching while in Jerusalem. It was called the "Oourt of the Gemtiles, ™ because
they wers permitlied to enter it. They were not vermitted to go any farther, If they
did so, death was the nenald
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If one ascended some fifteen feet, he come into = second series of courts. UYere was
loested the “"Court of the Women,”

When the time arrived for the anmmel offering for the temple service, the Jews came from
Jerusalen, Palestine and the ends of the knovp world to bring their offerings to the

temple of their God. For the defraying of the expenses of divine worship and the maintensnce
of the temple every picus Jew wes cxneﬂted to contribute, The anclent Israelites came

in great crowds snd brought with them their splendid gifts, No Jew refused to bring o

gift. Around that treasury chest the rich snd poor met together and by thelr off@rw ngs
acknovledged God eas the Maker of them all.

I. The Story.

Christ was present when the peovle brought their of ferlngq and watehed the proceedings
with keen interest. Belng 2 close observer He gat down at a svot where Fe could see
the pecple cesting their comtributions inte the treassury. Be was near enough to

see exsclly whet each one gave. He wss observing closely how the people cast money
into the treasury. He is shidingly interested ir omr conduct when an offering is
taken, He watches with deep concern what we do when we face the collection nlste,
Christ ig interested in every phese of our worship--the songs thet we sing, the preyer
that we offer and the offerings thst we bring.
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ks Christ sat over agalnsb the treasury, He saw much thst was commendabhle, He

gaw a long procession of Jews depcsiting their pgifts iﬂ the chests for the support

of the work of the temple, He saw many rich men cast their oifts into the treasury.
They were interested sncugh 1o be present and fc ﬂunmmr% it with their means, They
were libersl in their siving, "Meny that were rich cast in much." T% was 2 megnificent
offering that was msde for ths Iordls cause on that day,

After the rich had cstentetiously thrown intheir large contribubions, thus acknowledg-
ing themeeives to be stewsrds of their possessions, "there came a2 certain poor widow,"

s
who was the very opposite of these rich peomle, She was a woman who hed suffered

and had experienced sorrow. She knew what 1t was to be micer*bTy poor, All zhe cwned
ghe hed with her., That wes so ?} tle ghe was perhape haell ashemed to give it., Timidiy

she walked by and dronped her i Taring in the treasury. As she 4id 2o, there was
agentle~lock on her face nnd in her eyes was the light of serene faith and exalied
hope. She had come to the temple To worship God, and her offering wss & vital pert
of thet worship, Ag she moved to the 4veasurv her moul was going out o God in

adoration snd thenksgiving. ‘Modestly, lovously, saecrificis 11y she made her offering,
He kmew thai her offering was voluntary and sacrificisl, It was a1l thet she
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had. What made her act so graciovs was the spirit inm which it was rendered, the
purpose Tor which 1t was done and the relation it bore to her means and ability.

Christ looks 2t us 28 we meke our gifts. Be ig elther hesrtened to the voint of
commendation because of our gifts, or He is disappointed by cur failure o give as

-
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ist sees who zives,

e is interested in the person who glves. We think of His being interssted in
our personal problems, temptations, cares, sorrows, joys and responsibilities,
but we do not always remember thst He is interested in our personsl gifts to
Him and His work, but He is. He either commends us for ihe way we give, or

condemns ws for failure to give.

2. Christ sess what we give. ,
S0 many people do not give beecause they cannct give rmeh, Had this naaper widow
failed to give on this account, we would not have this blessed, inspiring story,
and the world would never have received the blessing from her golden deed. There

- wag not mueh gold in her zift, byt her deed was golden,

3. Christ sees why we give.

: People glve from variocus motives, 411 should give becsuse they love the Iord
and His great work. The one great and transcendent reason for giving is that.
This vomsn gave becsuse she loved Him.

Our Savicur sits over ageinst the tressury as we come to worship., He watches as we
nake our offerings. He sees whal we bring and notes the spirit which prompte us.
He knows the amounbts given in His name snd feor His work. He knows, too, the sums
kept for our own purnecses. With heavenly methematics He determines the provortions

represented by sach offering,

Christ sses the group in every cburch who do not come to the trszesury st all. They
claim Him g thelir Ssviour. They lock to Him for His blessings day by day. They
sing hymns zhout Him. They pray in His pame, Some day they hope to stand in His
presence, Bub they will not mest Him ai the treasury.

Christ also sees the group who give ss & matter of respectability. There is no careful
thought nor earnest prayer back of thelr offering. OCrudsingly and reluctanily they
dole out the minimum required by respectabliity., Coldly and without joy they bring
thelr meager offerings as a gtern duty demanded by respectability. And the Saviour
watehes.
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to the tressury with gladness in their hearts. They acknowledge themselves stewards
of thelr possessions. Meny of them are tithers, They believe and obey The Seriptures
which gay: "Bring ye a2ll the tithes inte the stershouse.”

Our Lord zliso sees the groun, slowly bulb stezdily ineresssine, of thoze who come 1
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The Statement,

Cur Lord knew what those two mitss meant to that pauper widow. He made the most of
that incident for illustration snd instruvction. Cslling His disciples unto Him, He
said: "Verily I say unto you, thet this poor widow hath cast more in than a1l they
which have cagt into the treasury.® Then He oroceeded to give His reasons for making
that surprising statement: "For they 211 did cast in of their sbhundance; bul she of
her went did east in 8311 thst she had, even all her living." Her offering wss the
smellest cast into the tressury that day. In fact it was the smellest sum that the
Rebbinical rules allowed one to offer. But, 2t the same time, 1t was the largest
gum the widow could pessibly offer for ghe had absolutely nothing left, Others gave
out of their abundance: she gave oul of her pemwry. They gave much and she zave

-

1ittle, and she gave much, for they gave their fragments and she gave her all, Their
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pifts were large, while her's was liberal. Every one else pui in something from whet

k.
he or she had to spare, while ghe, in her need, put in everything she had on which
to live. It was the grestest gift offered thst day because there was more love in

it., She gave because che loved.

How does Christ messure and evaluate & gift?

1, By the amounit of sszcrifice E
Trhis widow's 2ift was & sacrificlal one. She gave 21l she had, even her whole
living. Many would say, '"That was poor va1neyh,“ hut let ws remember that what
may zesm poor business mey be good Chw1suysn“ty, Our gifts to the Iord sheould
not be the leftovers. They should the firgt fraits.

2. By the amount of love in it.
love for Christ is the proper wmotive for giving. Do you give becsuse you love
the lord? Do you give ag if vou were placing vour gift in His neil.gesrred hand?

3. Br the smount of cﬁeerfalness end liberslity there iz in it. "The lord loveth
cheerful giver." When we give grudeingly and of necessity, He dees nob appreciste

et
L
it, ¥ t He does apnreciste the gift of ithe liberal, cheerful giver.
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Teo meny of us sre like the boy to whom his father gave & half-dollar and a dime
ot Saturdav with the 1as+rhctwon for him o put ome nisce of the mon y in the
ﬁfferlmg plate at the church the next day. After church he inguired of the son
if he had ecsrried out his instructions, snd when he ssid that he had, the father

sked him which pleece he haed given, He sngwered, "I out in the almes I gtarted
%o put in the helf-dollar, but I remembered that the Bible said, 'The Iord loveth
a cheerful giver,! snd I could give the dime much more cﬂeerimlly ﬂhaﬂ T comld
the halfwdollar, so I put it in.” That boy, like so meny of us, miseed it in
his interpretation of what ig meant by cheerfulness.
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This poor widow's gift was an expression of great devolion. She did not give
because she was seelding the spproval of ouhe“ peovle. She gave because the love
her hesrt mede it lmposalble for her to refrain frow gliving., Ilove is 1ike
thaﬁ, It will do the big thing if it can, If it cannot, 1t will do the 1ittle

thing in s grand wey. Her gift was great because there was much love in it.

Two mites are very insignificant in themselves, but vhen te them is added the
love of a devolbed hesrt the result is = uweasure of ungneskeble vslue. Decause
there was so much love back of this gift Christ could not but greet it with
great enthusiszsm. DMorecver, her gift was great becsuse it wes shot through with
the sgnirit of the cross. How did the Iord Jesus give? He geve with abandon. He
pave Fis all. He gave t11]l He had nothing Ilelt.

‘Tn a church in Wyoming, Pemnsylvania, was a men rich in faith, charity and good
works who cest five dellers inte the church tresasury every Iord's Day. 4 poor
widow cast inhto the same treasury five cents each Sunday. She was very poor,
and, to nrovide for her six fatherless children, took in washing every week.

This hrother zsked the ﬁa@ch to say to this widow thet the ehurch offficsrg felt

she ought not to pey anyihing for the supvert of the church, and he said he would

give the Tive cents extrs each week for her. Delicately the nagtor performed his

errand and a2 he told her the story tesrs csme to her eyes, and she answered:

“Do they want to take awsy from me the comfort I experience in giving to the lorcd?
Think how much I owe to Fim., ¥y health is good, my children keep wall, and I

receive so many vlessings T feel thet I ceu?é not live if T 442 not make my little

ffering to the lord Jesus every week,’
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Why is

The Meater is interest
G st interest

Glving, when rightly done, is a
Giving is an index of character.
What one does with his money is = good indication of what he is., Your attitude
toward giving is 2 revelsiion of vour cherscier, Tell me your resetion in
" the presence of sn apvesl for finsneizl suonort, & d I can tell you the type

person you are, There is no truer touchsitone of Christian profession than

the collection plate., In the sbsence of the Qﬁ*“i? e? giving all pretentions
to Christianity are self-deceptions or 2 vain effort to gponge off of others,
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Christ reslizes fully the tragedy of ouwr failure to give, FHe lmows that such
failure indieates that we are selfi ish, amd that selfishness is deadly. Christ
wag not selfish; neither are t<ose who follow Him. He knows thet giving notb
only enriches others, but the giver even more. That is whet He meant when
He said, "It is more blessed to give than to reseive." It iz a great privilege
to reme&ve. We have enjoyed that privilege, all of us., Bub finer still is
the privilege of giving. This is the czse beecause giving ensbles ug %o do
omething that is Godlike and Christlike.

Go look on the Ses of Galilee today and you will see that 1ts wabers are
brighty sparkling and alive, It receives a river on the one gide, and it
gives out a greater river on the other side.

Go look on the Dead Sea today and you will see that its waters are foul.

No fish live in them, no fowl swim on them, and to the taste of men they are
bitter indeed., The resscn is that it s a receptacle of the Jordan River.
It contributes nothing.

What the Sea of Gelilee is as compered with the Dead Ser, o i3 the I1ibersl
Chrigtien as compared with the covetous soul; znd the sacrifisisl church
as compared with the close~-fisted one. The Dead Sea, fed by Hermon's snows,
fers a very suggestive parable of life, It zets sll it can, keeps all it
can, vollutes 21l it takes, yields no 1ife, radiates mo jov, exemplifies
abiding death and seals its owm deom. The selfish, Jike the Dead Sea, get
all they cen; keep 211 they get, pollute all they take, rediate gloom and
ﬁ&“ﬁ&Bf, vield no abiding llgbc, exemplify living death and seal their own
doom.

There ig no part of owr lives that more perfectly expresses our epiriitusl
character and our love for the lord then our gifts.

The motive Tor cur giving.

The widow did not give becruse it was customery or necesgary, She did not do so
in order to secure the good opinion of others, for “he vurpose of éiﬂniay, in a
spirit of pride or self-righteousmess, or in any home of remmervsbion, Her
offering spcke the language of love, “hu_e was no advsnitage she hoped to gain
thereby. She was swsyed by an effection thet befitited her for enrolment among
the immortals. She could not withhold her gift. She gladly gave her 211, That
was leove's way of being love,

The mamner of our giving.
We should always give cheerfully, snd never grudgingly.

The measure of owr giving.
£33 of us are Obllﬂpbed to give just in proportion ss God orospers us, The
glorious thing abcut this iz the fact thet the very poorest of us are vlsced om

an equal footing with the richest. UWe are taught that the largest giver in the eves



of the Iord msy be the one who he Ieast wealth
approval in this realm sre those who are the Tt f

mogt f ithful
and most loving in the doing of what they can,



