FICELE FOLLOWERS
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One of the mosli distressing things about charech service is the disappoint-
ment that comes from those who start so well and then Fall oubt and fail
in attendance and interest and activity. This conditlam certainly gcrises

the heart of any God-called pastor, but it grieves the Lord much more.

In the six verses constituting the fimal paragraph in the ninth chapter

of Luke we find a very remarkable steor In it three unnamed men are
presented, They are three types of ;ro;esseé followers of Christ during
His earthly ministry, In all probability these same types are represented
in this audience to which I am speaking. At any rate, we have an account
of how Christ dealt with these three would-be fcl¢@we?s of His,

Surely these three typical cases are placed together here for the comfort
of these of us who preach the gospel of Christ. When we are disappointed,
we may perceive that we are nobt any worse off thanm our Lord was. When we
think that some have been saved and find, after all, that they have not
been born into the family of God, we may not be discouraged and give up
the work, but may say to ocurselves, "It was always so; it was so¢ with the
Frince of preachers, May we not reassonably expect that it will be so with

In these six verses of scripiture three incidents are related, with two
verses given to each cne., Three men suddenly apyear, then just as suddenly
they are gone. We never hear of them again, and the tantalizing brevity
of it all leaves us wondering what became of them, These three instructive
incidents speak plainly of Christfs concern for those who would be His fol-
lovers, and of His frank words on the sacrifices involved im bLrue disciple-
ship, These three men heard from Christ Himself the cost of following Him
and the mark of sacrifice inm His followers., This passage, like many others
in the Word of God, makes plain the fact that nothing must come between
Christ and those who would follew Him, Our Lord applied the same test

to each of these men in their different connections,

I. A Sad Spectacie

1. Directed by emotion.
The first test was given to an ease-leoving follewer who proposed
to go with Christ anywhere, Ezree*ea by amocia he enthusiasti-
cally promised the Lord Jesus Chris #E wil “aﬁlaw thee whither-
soever thou goest.®? The appeal to IQ ilow Ch?lst se moved his
emotions that he failed to count the cest of doing so. :

This man did not think of the sacrifice invelved in fellowing
Christ =zo the Lord Jesus reminded him of the hardships in con-
acection with discipleship. He was guick to tell him what the
cost wouid be. He said, "Foxes have holes, and birds of the air
have ﬂeSbu, but the Son of man hath nolt where to lay his head.®
He was saying that any man who Follows Him must count the cost
and pay the price of macrificing self,

Chrigt wanis pecple to follow Him but it smusgt be a real following
that puts Him first. He knew this man's heart and knew that he
desired his own sass First. He was guick to let him know that He
could not promise him ease, that he must be w1151§g to share Christis
cost and to sacrifice even that which foxes and birds have of com-
fort and ease. He said, "Foxes have holes, and birds of the air
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have nests,? ’“ﬁ I do noet have 2 home and My follower must be

willing to love me more than home and bed and creature comforts.
This man, who was directed by emoition, was guick to profess to
follow, but he was slse very slow to pay the price of following.
The way in whic% Christ leads ds & glorions one but it is costly.
No man ought to think fthat a profession even when made enthoe
siastically is enough. Churches are fiilled with members who
Joined them when they were stirred emofionally but they were not
willing to count the cost. The churches are suffering from the
indifference of such members who come when it suits their case

but never get under the load,

It is something to the credit of this prgf =gsed disciple th

he was a wolunieer., He was evidently in a mood of great excitew
ment. Having witnessed some of Christis greal deeds; his heart
was sbtirred and he prompitly volunteered to follow Him without
reatly knowing what Tollowing Him meant, EBEmolienal enthusiasm

is not to be derided but it needs to be gnarded by knowledge and
wisdom., Without a trace of self-conscisusness or self-depreciation;
he said a thing no man has a right fo say until he knows what the
promige implies. He did not know the implications of that state-
ment, ¥I will fellow thee whithersoever thou goest.™

An ocutstanding characteristic of this man was his impulsiveness.
As socon as his emotions were stirred he was eager to bhecome one
of Christts avowed and open disciples., Our Lord immediately con-
fFronted him with the realities of Chrisgtian discipleshin. Whersas
he had been asccoustomed to s comfortable home and a social posifionm
of honor, the way of Christ would lead tec rejection, hardship and
suffering.

Because our Lord was anxious for him to follow Him, He wanted him
first to sit down and count the cost, for certainly he would have
to pay the p?ice& Christian, pray that the Lord will strengthen
vou encugh for vou to be willing to follow Him over the roughest
vlaces, in the moght Jifficult tasks and through the toughest

times,

This dincident is a splendid illustration of Christts distrust of
emotionalism., That is how Christ dealt with the esager, impulsive,
impetuous man by bringing him face fto face with the hﬁrd, stern

e

and pitiless facts. & Fit of enthusiasm is not going to carry
a man through the Christian life. It requires a fixed, dedicated
and deveited will, That is why our Lord challenged the man to sit

down First and count the cost. He confronted him with the hard~
ships in His service. He sohered his enthusissm with real facts.
Tnfortunately the man had not considered. He did not kunow. He

was sincere as far as he knew, but he did not know much about
discipleship, lad he known more he would have said lessa.

BDevolted to sentiment.

The second test was given to & man whoe, when called to follow
Chrigt, wanted to wait to bury his father., When Chrisi said to
h_m, "Follow me,™ he replied, "lord, suffer me first to go and

rhry my father.® Here was a man w%e wazs moved by sentiment for
his family. He was willing to follow Christ excant where his

o
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family was involved. He was frank enough to say that Christ could
not expect him to pul his family second to aﬁvt41mge If the meme
vers of his family were visiting him or wanting him for anylhing,

hrigt must talke second place to them. It is ceritainly commendabls
to love and care Tor ouny families bui net when we put them ahead
of following the Lord.

12
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proocf that his father was yet desad but as a2 fa
t heme and te look after hig sarthl

until the last and wait until he was dead and buried. Here was 2
man wao wis moved by sentiment and using it as an excuse for not
Fellowing Chrigt. What the Lord Jesus ssw in this man was a
seifish excuse dressed vp as a2 sentimental doly to his family.
¥nowing the heart of the masn, Christ noted that he was pu%tiﬂg
sentiment first and usieg it to excuse himself from doing whatl

he wanted to do. OCur Lo?& wanted him to know that no sentimental
tie, however ftendsr, can sxcuse & real follower from doing his
Christian duty. Christ reminded him that there was a higher tie
and a more sacred duty -~ the tie to Christ and the duly to place
Him first always.

+

Churches are filled with seantimental members who talk pilousliy

about reliigion bult refuse to put Christ first in their lives.
Christ is not pleased with such professed followers. He wanis
those who love Him megt and will follow Him closely. He does not
want anybody te follow a husband or a wife, a son or a daughter,

Sven sSome ¢r%egﬁ ingte P& of following Him. Sometimes church
mbers talk aboun & love for Christ and His church and yet,
a member of %ﬁe
g E3

g,ma &3

‘“*’flfb

¥ or a Triend gets angry and leaves the

ami
iy @? friend above Christ and leave the church

church, they put fami

too, Thank God for the testimony of those who do the humanly hard
thing of putting Christ ab@v@ the dearest of human ties.

#5uffer me to go and bury my father® ig 3 proverbk. It does not
mean that his father was dead, and that he actually ﬂ&%t@g to

bury him. The man really meantthat he wanted to abtend to other
e

nties First., He meant that after he had done all that might be
reqxiweé 2t his home he would he wiliiﬁg te follow Christ, Giving
croverb For proferk Christ sald, "let the dead havy their dead.®
This oriental imagery means ts lebt the neosple who have no higher
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mg attend to the lower things.
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The Greek word here itranslated 7bid farewell? Litefal%y REaAnS
oo give instructions or orders™ to his servants how Lo carry on
his business. He wanted to zassign special duties wilh @eiefeuam_
te the things at honme, He wae not seo much concerned wiih de ng
tosodbye®” as he wag to fix things at home for himsell while he
was gone. MHis attitude was that Christ should not expect him to
put the 7#d ahead of his own business. It would be necessary
For him to fix his {imances the way that he wanted them before
he would yield o the viil of Christ. He would not let Christis

cause cost iz ftoo muc

Christ %n w this mants heart and knew that he was putting money-
saving First and following the Lord second in his I1ife. Our
Lord wanted hLm toknow that no money-ssving service can be sub-

stituted for

Christ-loving ssrvice.

Churches are filled today

with money-saving members who talk about loving Christ and His

church but put money-saving
wanhs His followers to love
boocks, Ho real follower of
him substitute money-saving

A Bearching Statement

ahead of Christ-serving. Christ

Him more than they do their pocked-
Christ ought to ask the Lord te let
service Ffor Chrigt-honoring sacrifice.

¥And Jesus said nnto him, "Ne man, having put his hand to the plow, and
losking back, is fit for the kingdem of God.®

sesks
2t nhome is mot
farming, The man who
hack to the things he

is a strong statement but it

It is not always bad things behind that we do not want to leave.
f matural life.
whatever makes

may be some mighty good things o
lies or our fFriends. Bulb
and look back makes us unfit for
Him and cripples Hi
mlowmen
cunlities
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fFor His kingdom,
Lordts plain teaching,

It
It may be our fami~
g leave the plow handles
the “'ngéom of God anrd dishonors
His churech. Thank Ged for fal
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