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CLOSED AND OFENED EYES
"But their eyes were holden that thsy should .not ¥now him.? Iuke 24:16.

"And their eyes were opened, and they knew him." Iuke 24:31.

It was the day of ocur Iord's resurrection from the dead. The women of the company of
disciples had gone im the early morning to the tomb. They found it empty, but an angel
said to them, "Fear not ye: for I know that ye seck Jesus, which was crucified. He iz
not herse: fer he is risen, as he said. OCame, see the place where the Iord lay. And go
quickly, and tell his diseiples that he is risen from the dead; and, behold, he goeth
before you inte (alilee; there shall ye see him: le, I have told you" (Matthew 2815-T),
The women ran back to the company of disciples and related their experience. Peter and
John ran to the temb to see whether or not the words of the women were true. They also
found the tomb empty. But they did not see any angels or the risen Lord.

Among the disciples who were in Jerusalem when Christ wss crucified were Cleopas and his
unnamed companion. Having obtained the information that the tomb was empty, these dis-
appointed and disconsolate disciples took to the recad which led from Jerusalem out to
Emmaus, a distance of seven and one~-half miles, which was their home.

As the disciples walked along tegether, discussing their blighted hopes, a Stranger over-

took them and listened te their conversation. dJesus Christ was the topic of their con=-
versation. At length the Stranger politely asked: "What are the words that ye are exchang-
ing with one another as ye walk?® The disciples were astonished at His question and
stood with downcast faces. Clecpas wae guick to express his surprise. He ingumired if it
were possible that He had been dwelling im Jerusalem and had not known the things that had
taken place there during the last few days. Christ asked, "What things?' The disciples
told the Stranger of the greatness of Jesus of Nazareth, of the fate which had befallsn
Him at the hands of the high priests and the rulers, and of their own disappointment. But

they did not recognize Christ.

The Closed Eyes.

. 1. A sad fact.

"But their eyes were heldem that they should not lmow him." Christ was near and with
them, but they did not recognize Him. Until the "trumpet” sounds, amd we are "caught
up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air," we shall have the
presence of the Lord with us., He has told us, "I will not leave you orphans.” To

all who go forth to de His will He says, "I am with you all the days, even unto the com-
sumsstion of the age." So the great privilege of every Christian is the realizatiem

of the presence of the living lord by his side. But the Lord's presence is not always
recognized. What a sad fact that is to ue, and how unspeakably sad teo cur Lord Himself!

These two men were believers in Christ. They believed Him to be mighty in deed and in
word., They lmew that He had been put to death, but they did not know anything of Him
as the living snd victorious Lord. There are so many today who do not know the abundant
life which is to be found in the risen and victorious Redesmer and ILord. It is a great
thing to lmow that Christ died for me and bore my sin away in His death, and to be able

to say: :

"Upon a life I did not live,
Upon a death I did not die,
Another's life, Another's death,
I stake my whole eternity.”

But there is more for us. We may not only kmow Jesus Christ Whe died for us, bubt we
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should know Him as a living, victorious presence by our side. That is the great
reality which our Iord wemld have us experience. He longs to be vastly more te us
than any of us have ever dreamed. Many of us fail to realize this great fact,

Hany did net recognize the Lord Jesus when He was here in visible presence. dJohn the
Baptist had a mumber of inguirers come to him and ask whether or not he was the Messiah,
and he said there was One standing among them Whom they lmew not. He was the very One
of Whom they had been making ineuiry. A tearful woman was at the tomb on the very
morning of the Saviour's resurrection, with the risen Lord close by her side, and she
did not recognize Him, Iater, there were seven toilers on the Sea of Galilee, and they
had spent all night in fruitless toil, and only one of them recognized the lord Jesus
on the shore in the morming. So there are many today who do not recognize the lLord
Jesus, and therefore they do not have any bright and blessed fellowship with Him day

by day. Is not that a sad fact? Is it a fact in your life?

A strange fact.

These two disciplee were acqguainted with the Saviour. They had often heard Him speak,
they had gazed inte His faece, they had felt His gracious and strong hand upon them. But
now, strange to say, they did not recognize Him when He was close by their side. - They
were disciples of the Saviour and yet they did not have any vision of the risen life

of their Lord. There are many of the Lord's people like that today. How strange!

The strangeness is more apparent when we remember that He was very near them, close

by their side., Our Lord is traveling with us along life's way, and yst we do not
recognize Him. Remember that, aftér his deep sleep at Bethel, Jacob said, "Surely God
was in this place, and I kmew it not.” So our Lord is often very mear to us and yet
not recognized by us.

Morecover, Christ was unveiling the Scriptures to these disciples, and yet they did

not recognize Him. He was giving them a wonderful exposition of the Word of God, and
they were mentally delighted with the exposition; it was so new, 50 fresh, so luminous,
so convineing, they felt it must be true. They went along with Him as He expounded
the Word, and yet they really missed Him. And it is quite pessible for us to be de-
lighted with expositions of divine truth and yet not see the living Iord. To be in-
tellectually instructed is not enough; meeting with the Magter is the great thing.

The reason for their not recognizing Christ was that "their eyes were holden." Why?
By what? We are not told. Was it due to sorrow? Certainly their hearts had been
overwhelmed with great grief. Very often sorrow dims the vision of the soul. I

often £ills the mind se that the glory of the Lord is not seem. Unfortunately some
people think more of their sorrow than they dot of the Lord. If they would reverse
their thinking, it would make a tremendous change in their experisnces. Tears are not
meant to dim our visien of the lord, but to wash our eyes and clear our vision in order
that we may see Him more vividly. Was it due to lack of spiritual harmeny with Christ?
Whatever the reason for it im your case, you probably kmow what it is. - :

The effects of their failure to recognize Christ were sad. There was a deep sadness in
the hearts of these men. They looked sad, the Seriptures tell us. There are a great
many sad people today, people who carry about great burdens of amxiety. If they do not
recognize the living Christ, one need not wonder at it. Those sad men wondered why
their brethren were so credwlous as to believe what the women had said, namsly, that
Christ had risen from the dead. That He had risen from the dead was "teo good teo be
true.” And yet it was true. Why is life in the joyous presence of the Lord Jesus.
Christ regarded as "too good to be true." It is blessedly true, thank God! But these
two men could not utier any glad testimony.. Their words were sad when they might have
been glad. Is that true of you? If so, are you not tired of it, and eager for something
better than the sad life you have lived apart from the recogmized presence of the Lord?



i‘-.'i. The Opened Eyes.

"4nd their eyes were opened, and they lmew him."

1. The steps which led to their eyes being opened.

-

3.

be

(1) They stood still, lecking sad.

{2) They told Christ all they had in their hearts.
Our Lord was not repelled by these things. His followers can lay bare everyithing
to Him and not fear. He invites us to tell cut our doubls, our unbelief, and our
prejudices. He would have us to tell Him the whole stery. ,

{3) They listened to their Lord.
They listened even when He rebuked them and said, "0 fools, and slow of heart to
believe all that the prophets have spoken: Uught not Christ to have suffered these
things, and to enter into his gzlory?" They listened carefully as Christ cpened
up passage after passage about Himself,

(L) They were quickened into an esger desire.
4&s they listened to their Master, desire awcke in their hearts. They were aroused
from their sadness, they saw vew possibilities opening up befeore them, possibilities
that their Lord really, after all, might have risen from the dead. Their hearts
began to burn, there was a great fum.ace of desire in their souls.

(5) They entreated Him to stay with them.
They were sc¢ completely fascinated by what He said to them that they did nol want
Him to go on. He acecepted their imvitation to abide with them.

{6) They gave Him His rightful place.
He was invited to be their Guest, bul they gave to Him the place of the Host, for
at the evening meal "He took bread, and blessed it, and brake, and gave to them.”
Instantly they recognized Him as the Christ.

The manner in which their eyes were opened.

It was through 2 change in them and not through any change in Him. He was the same at
the table as He was by their side along the journey. The change was in them. If you
are to recognize the presence of Christ by ybur sids in the common walks of daily life,
the change must take place in you.

The revelation tock place through their attentive gaze. Their eyes wers upon Him as
He took the place of the Host. They forgot about themselves, and were wholly abscrbed
with Him.

The certainty that their eyes wsre opened.

In a marent the vell was gone. "Their syes were @pened and they knew him." OCh,
wonder of wonders! The unexpected had taken place. It was the Lord Himself s"hom

they saw and recognized.
The results of their eyes being opened.

Theire must have been a deep hush that came over those disciples. A sense of awe stole
over their spirits. They had a sense of wonderful joy that they could not express. In
imagination we can see them loocking info one another's faces with a deep, unutterable
sense of wonder and joy. The results of their eyes being opened may be stated in this
fashien:
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(1) & new sight.

(2)

(3)

)

When "their eyes were opened” they saw Him as they had never seen Him before. He
was. grander by far than they had ever dreamed. They had known Him as a Prophst,

mighty in deed and word. Now they saw Him as their living lord, victorious over

sin and death, the triumphant Redeemer. '

A new energy. .

They rose up and went back to Jerusalem with great joy. They had gone out fram
Jerusalem with sad, reluctant steps. They returned with eager steps. There was a
holy rapture in their souls. The joy of the lLord was their strength as they went
back Lo Jerusalem to tell the good news that they had seen the Lord. Our work for
God depends upen the new energy that we get from a vision of the Master's presence.

A new fellowship. . : '

They went back and told the rest of the company what had taken place. Secme of them
had seen Him also, so they listened to these two as they told their story. The new
experience had widened their fellowship. As we get a vision of the Master's
presence, our fellewship will be widened amazingly.,

A new elogquence.

They told what things were done in the way. What a contrast that mumst have been
to the sad words that they had spoken om the way to Emmaus! = They had a new joy
ag they delivered the message, such as they had never kmown before. The risen
icrd was a new glory to them, and they were eloguent about it.




