CHRIST'S EXAMPIE OF A GOOD NEIGHBOR
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¥Many efforts were made to induce Christ to say something that would afford His enemies
an opportunity to cripple His inflwence, Time and again questions were asked Him in am
effort to enspare Him in some manner. -

A certain lawyer thought that he could entrap Christ at some point of the law., The term
"lewyer” here means one versed in and an exponent of the law of Moses. Fence a lawyer in
those days was more like a theologian than a present-day attorney. This particular lawyer
presumed to test our lord with a cateh question, which revealed his own condition, althouwgh
the guestioner was not aware of this facl. He was not really desirous of information, bub
rather of testing Christ. His guery revealed his ignorance, in supposing that eternal life
could be secured by something that he himself cowld de; it showed his pride, by inbtimating
that he could do whatever might be demanded; it manifasted his Jegalism, by implving he
wag ready to do if he only knew what to do; it contained a fatal admission, the confession
that he 4id not have eternal life; and it uncovered hils selfishness, the desire 1o have
something merely for his own gratifiestion.

Man iz so everlastingly proud spd cenceited that he thinks thet he mwst work for everything
he gets, includinmg entrance inte hesven, Mulbitudes are trying to work their way inte heaven,
whep the seriptures indicate elearly ithet salvation is by grace through faith, not by works,
VFor by grace are ye saved through fzith; and thet net of yourselves: it is the gift of

God: Not of works, lest any men should boast.? Frhesians 2:8-G.

Even though Christ knew the motive of the lawyer, He did not evade his question. He sent
him to the law, the field with which he was femiliar. Since he asked what he should do
to inherit etermal life, Christ directed him to do what the law commanded. In Tesponse
to Christ's question, "hat ig written in the law?", the lawyer gave Him what the Jews
regarded as the summary of the whole law, He said, "Thow shelt love the Iord thy God with
211 thy hesrt, and with a1l thy souvl, and with all thy strength, and with all thy minds
and thy neighbor as thyself.” Then, Christ said, ™hou hast answered right: this do, and
thou shalt live.” But note that one must do it, and net just talk sbout it. ¥He must keep
the whole law, "for whosoever shall keep the whole Jaw, and yet stumble in ome point; he
is become guilty of all.” Thus he was brought to see that if he were to get etermal life,
it could mot be by snything he could do.

The lawyer declared that the entire comtent of the law was embraced im love to God and

meri. But the point is that no men hes yet had or can haeve such love. His sinful condition
preciudes its possibility. Men's failure to messure up to this requirement is his econdemnatien
Feeling keenly this thrust, the lawyer was defeated on his own grounds and convicted of

guilt, Iswyerlike he somght to get off by reising a questier as to the meaning of words,

Wanting to justify himsélf, the lawyer said, "And who is my nelghbor?" Christ did not tell
him. The point in His answer is this: The question is not who your neighbor is, but are
vou a neighbor?

What a medley of characters is presented in this passage of Seripturel There are the robbers,
a wounded man, an inn-keeper, a priest, o Levite and a Samaritan, They had very little
in common. Only an aceident or an outrage cowld have brought such a cluster together,

The scene was laid on the road from Jerusalem to Jericho. Jerusalem, the city of safety
and blessing, was up on the mountein and Jericho, the heathen towm, was down in the valley.
The Toad between them was very dangerous because 1t was infested with robbers. Christ teold
the lawyer that 2 certain man was going slong this read when robbers sprang out from behind
the rocks and seized him. These highwaymen beat him until he was almoest dead, stripoed
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the elothes from his body, robbed him, and left him wounded and suffering., He lost everything
but life. In his wretched condition the helpless man could do nothing but wait for the
compession of seme loving heert and the kindly touch of some neighborly hand.

Those who beat up 2nd robbed the man are types of those who live and fatten on the spoils

of others. They msy be grouped under two heads—-morsl robbers and commereial robbers.

In the first group are all those whose influence tends to lower the moral standards of the
community. BEvery life whose influence tends to make it harder to be virtuous and easier

to be vicicus is s moral robber., There are lots of people who are out to get all the money
they can. They will provide opporivnities for yom to gamble it over to them., They will
provide opportunities for you to turn your money inte drink. They will provide opportunities
for you to live an immoral iife, provided it pubts money in their pockets, A1l of these

have one thing in commone—they are after your money, regardless of what effect it may have
upon you.

The wounded wayfarer is a type of all those whe are robbed. In a very real sense people

are not borm egual., There are children who come into this world who were robbed before

they were born. The physieal health, the meral heredity, and the helvfuol enviromment that
ghonld be theirs were squandered by thelr parents. Of course, such robbery iz never justified.

It so happened that a priest was geing from Jerusalem to Jeriche after attending the serviees
in the Temple. This prominent and influential religiouws teacher and leader saw the wounded
man lying on the roadside. He was a professional priest. Real interest in and sympathy
for humanity had dried wp in his heart. Having cbserved the wounded man, the priest was
careful not to go near him. After a moment's inspection, with an attitude of perfect in-
difference toward the urfortunate and helpless men, he stepped over to the other side of
the road and passed on. Perhaps he reasoned thus with himself, "I did net rob him or wound
him or throw him into the ditech. This is none of my business. He got himself into these
circumstances, so why shovld I worry with him? Anyway, & levite is coming down the road
and, if I pass on, he will Jook afiter this fellow." People are experts in passing on their
obligations to others.

& Levite also came down to the place where the wounded man was lying on the reoadside. He
did a little better than the priest, for he went where the wounded man was lying., Being
self-absorbed and wawilling to be troubled by the plight of a stranger, with an attitude

of sheer curiosity he locked at him and then passed on down the road., The Ievite is & type
of those who want to lmow, but do not want to help. They cheerfully and voluntarily offer
plenty of advice and criticism, bul refuse to render any support. A man from a poor and
unworthy family was bromght to a hospital in a Kentucky town one Sunday afterncon with a
broken leg. 4 crowd gathered around the ear. The doctor knew that nothing would be collected
from the family, so he refused to admit the patient to his hospital. The erowd became very
eritical, so he suggested to the assembled critics that he wouvld gladly admit the patient,
set the limb, Drevlde a1l necessary medicines and trestment, if they would pay for the
nursing. He passed around the hat to eollect the necessary funds, bul the erowd dmﬂpersed
at once withoul making a single contribution.

The priest and the Ievite pazsed by on the other side beecause thal was the easiest thing
to do., They saved themselves a lot of time and trouble., It was also the most pleassant
side. It is never pleasant to bind uvp wounds or to witness suffering and trouwble. Tt was
alse the least expensive thing for them to do. It costs something to relieve suffering
and need,

When the priest and the levite saw that wounded msn by the roadside, and passed by on the
other side without giving him any aid, doubtless they were able to menufacture various eXcuses
for not helping him. In nmy imsginatien I can hear them saying: "He is a stranger. Maybe

he deserved what he got. There is no chance for his recovery. I am not responsible for

hig plight anyway, T am in a hurry to get home. I have more important work to de, T am
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tog tired to stop and bother with him. This is a dangerous seetion and it isn't safe te
limger here. I need my money for other things. Somebody else better able to help him will
come along. Somebody else who has more time can ecare for him. He might die on my hands
end that would involve me in endless trouble."

I have learned long since that people who de¢ not have a willingness to help always have
an excuse for not dolng so, and if they do not have ome, it isn't any trouble for them
to manufacture one. The fact of the matter is that we are so mmch like the priest and
the Ievite thalt we are net justified in criticizing them harshkly.

Then we see another man approaching. This time it is a Samaritan, To a Jew a Samaritan
vas on the level with a dog. He would not sit at the same table with him. Brutal is not
too strong a word to describe a Jew's treatment of s Samaritan. So bitter was his hatred
that if the shadow of a Samaritan fell upon a Jew the latter at once went home and took
a bath.

When this Semaritan's beast ceme upon the wounded man it stopped and snorted with fear at
the smell of blood, whereupon the rider looked and saw the cause. A&s goon asg he saw the
poor unfortunate man, "he had compassion on him," Tnstead of saying, "This man would rather
perish than have me to touch him," the Samaritan laid aside a prejudice im faver of a foe.
Prejudice is the child of the devil and should not be given s place in any heart and life.
When he observed the unfortunste fellew on the resdside all the old hatred was forgotten.
Opon seeing a human being in trouble, his first inpulse was Lo do something to help him,

He 1aid aside his own safety for the sake of the wounded man. For a Samaritan to be found
there with that wounded Jew would have been vprima fzeie evidence that he was the robber,
and he would probably hsve paid for his presence there with his life. He did not know
that the man had been robbed. For all he knew, he might have been drunk when he fell in
the ditch. But he was wounded, and that was suffiecient appeal for his aid. He was willing
te leave his own safety to Ged while he went to rescue the perishing.

Alighting from his beast, he began immediately to do all he could to save the life of

the men who was nearly gone. He tried his best to step the flow of blood and to keep the
poor man's 1ife from seeping away. Perhapns he used sirips of his own clothing to bind wp
the wounds of the man, "pouring on them oil and wine." The wine was for an antiseptic and
the 0il was for socothing. When the wounds were dressed and the man was made as comfortable
a8 possible, the Samaritan didn't swell eut his chest and say, "T did thus and so for him.
Now if everybody else will do a=z mumech for this fellow as T have deme, he will be alright.”
Instead, he lifted the wounded msn imto his ewn saddle, while he trudged along over the
rocky reoad until he reached an imn.

When they reached the inn, he did not give the imn-keeper s little money and ask him to
give the man some medicine during the night, but he looked after and ministered to him
personally. He wanted to make sure that the man did net get a backsel for lack of prover
care, so he sacrificed a night of sleep and rest for the sske of the patient. He remained
with him as long as he was needed, and then he made provision for his fubture care., He
instructed the inn-keeper to take care of him wntil he was well, and promised on his return
to pay the bill, whatever it might be. I can hear him say to the unforimmate men whom he
befriended, "I wish I might stay with you watil youw are well, bubt I have some other very
important matters that I mmst attend te. I have left some money with the inn-keeper to
pay for your care until you regain your strength, and in case it is not enough, I have
arranged with him to charge it to me, so I don't want you to worry sbout it in the lessi.”

Iove serves the needy. When love finds a need, it seeks to supply it. The Ssmeritan washed
the wounds and bound them up. Iove acts that way. It ministers to the needy, feeds the
hungry, clothes the naked, glves drink to the thirsty, visits the sick, entertalins the
lonely, leads the blind and comforts the sorrowing. Iove finds a way to soothe the aches
and pains of the wounded, the burdened, the sorrowing and the discouraged. Iove forgets
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self and sacrifices for others. Iove ig the costliest thing in the world, and the

person who loves alwsys peys. Loving service is never a burden. A little girl was carrying
her brother on her back, and somebody asked her, "Isn'it ke heavy?" "No," she replied brightly,
Mels my brother!® Where there is brotherly love, service beeomes a source of joy.

This Ssmaritan vracticed his religion on the lomely, rovber~infested road to Jericho, whers
only God saw him, He could have left the man to die, snd perhaps no one would have ever
known that he had so much as seen him. TInstead of doing that, he translated his religion
inte life, which is something that is exceedingly important. When Kagawa visited Duke Univer-
ity some years ago, s correspondent eof the Christisn Herald interviewed him. Among various
things which he said was this, "Here im America, wou have more preaching and less action

than in any country I ever saw,." That, im parit, explains the wezkness and ineffectiveness

of the religion of many teday.

Christ asked the lawyer which ome seiled like a nelghbor to the wounded man. Ye answered
ecorrectly by saying, '"The one who took pity on him." The Iord Jesus then sald to him, "Ge
on and keep on doing likewise.” Thus Christ tells us that the cultivaltion of this neighborly
gpirit is the duty of 8ll.

A1low me im closing to point out some philosephies of life as exemplified in this story.

1. "hat ig yours is mine if I can teke it."®
This old philosophy of the bandits or robbers is still very vrevalent in owr world,
and whether it is practiced by an individwal, a femily, a corporation or = mation, it
is eruel, ruthless and brutal,

2. 'What is mine is yours if you pay me for it.”
The inn-keeper must have found a satisfaction iz being engaged in a business that was
al once legitimate and of benefit te humswity. To be an homorable man in an honorable
business 1s good as far as it goss, but it does not go far enough.

3. '"Whai is mine is mine, and T intend to keep it for myself.®
The priest and the Ievite were not mean men. They did not kick the man on the ground
or even search him to see if he had any money left. Thelr gin consisted in passing
by a needy person. No smount of hymn singing, church attending, Bible reading or
praying can take the place of leving and serving needy hmmanity.

be Tihat 1s mine is yours if you need it.*
This was the philosophy of the Good Samaritan. Alfred Foyes has reminded us of how
cold we can be to human suffering so long as it does not touch the lives of our immediate
relatives or friends, How much we a1l need to hear and to heed the message of the
Good Samaritan! Anyone and everyone who is ip need is my neighbor. To obey Christ
iz to see in every needy man =z neighbor,



