. 7 - REPENT CR PERISE!
®T tell you, Nay: bubl, except Fe repent, ye shall all likewise perish" Iuke 13:3.

Repentance is one of the grest themes of the Bible. It is mentlonsd by all. of the prophets.
Tn the New Testament grest importance is allached to repentance. Then Jehn the Bsptist
begen his ministry in the wilderness of Judea, he called upon the people t¢ repent,
saying, "Repent yer for the kingdom of heaven is at hend' Matthew 3:Z. When Jesus
begen Fis public ministry, He took up the seme subject and presched repentance wherever
He went, He sazid, "Repent ye, and believe the gospel® Merk 1:15, The apostles, in
cbedience to the commend of the lord Jesus, “wenl out, and preached that nep should
repent® Mark 6:12, When Paul stoed on the Mars ¥ill in Athems, the world's gread
certer of eulture, he told the people thet CGod had spoken and commsnded men everywhers,
ever in cultured Athens, to repent. Said he, "And the times of this ignoramce God
winked at; but how comrepdeth all men everywhere to repeat™ Acts 17:30, Fallure on the
pert of man to heed Christ's eall to repemtance means that he shz1l utterly perishe.
"Exocopt ye repent, ye shall all likewise perish™ Iuke 13:3,

Does the doctrine of repentance find such a prominent place in the preaching and teaching
of today? Ope must admit that it has been sadly neglected. Hes the need for repentance
diminished? Hes God lesssned or changed the terms of admission into His Kingdem? 3By
no means! Repentance must take plsce before one can be saved. Jesus asid, 'Exeert ye
renent, ve shall all likewise perish." In the light of this truth, it is a tragedy that
the doctrine of repentance is neglected so woefully in much ef the present-day preaching,

I. The Hature of Repentance.

The Greek word, 'metsnoial, which is iranslated "repentance¥, literslly means a
change of mind. Arckbishep Trench defines "melancia® as being "that mighty chenge
on mind, heart, and 1life, brought by the Spirit of CGod, which we call repertance.”

“ Tt.is alse defined as, "Repentence unto life is a saving grace, vhersby a simner, ocut
of'a true semse of his sin, and apprehension of the mercy of God im Chrigt, deth,
with grief and hatred of his sin, tuwrn from 1t wnbo God, with full purpcse of , and

endeavor sfter new ebedience.”

Dr, Boyce gave the follewing definitlen: ™"Repent means to reeonsider, and to change
one's view, mind, or purpose, or even judgmemt, implying disapprovwel and sbandon-
ment of past opinions snd purpcces amd the adeptien of others which are different®,

Genuine repentance has three elements:

1. An Intellectual Element.

This takes place when sin is perceived. It implies a change of view with
regard to sin, Cod, and self. Sin comes to be recognized as personal guilts
God, as the One Who justly demands righteousness; and self ag defiled and help-
less. The Seriptures speek of this aspect of repentence as the knowledge of -
sin. There is = chenge of opinion about one's condition and course in the
light of this recognition of sin as inveolving personal guilt, defilement, and
helplessness, "For I acknowledge my transgressions: and wy sin is ever hefore
ne. Against thee, thes omly,.heve I sinned, and done this evil in thy sight”
Psalm 51:2. There can be no repentence until sin is recognized, but recognition
of gin is not all of repeniance.,

2., An Emotional Element,
This implies a change of feeling about sin. & chenge of feeling must inevitably
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follow a change of mind. Feelings correspond with the intellectual bellefs.
"Have mercy upon me, O God, azccording to thy loving kindness: according umto
the multitude of thy tender mercies blobt out my transgressions. Wesh me tho-
roughly from mine iniguity snd clesnse me from my sin® Psalm 51:1-2, Thers is
g sorrow for sin and & heitred of it because one recognizes it as an offense
against God.

& Volitionsl Element,

A resl chenge of opinion and feeling will produce z change of will and sctlon.
In repentance there is 2 change of purpose. Thers iz an inward turning from
sin to God with a desire to seek pardon and cleansing. :

Repentance includes 2 change of thought, a chenge of feeling, and a change of
will. A great Tnglish Theclogisn defined repentance as "Sins perceived, sins,
abhorred, and sins sbandoned." Creenfield, the great Lexlcographer of New
Testament Greek, defined repentence as invelving "a change in one's thinking
snd feeling and acting”. Ome vho repents thinks differently, feels differently,
and acte differently with reference te sin snd holiness and God.

FRecezgity of Hepentance.

fPacts dre invelved in repentance, namely, sin and grace. If men is not a

sinner, he would not need to repent; if thers is ne grace, it would rot do him any
good te repsnt. ' ‘

Why

1.

is repentance necessary?

Ged commands it, _ .
"ind the times of this igunorance God winked at; but now commemndeth 21l men
every where o repent® Acts 17:30.

Christ desires it. '

"The lord is not slack concerning Bis promise, as some men count slackness;
but is longsuffering to we-ward, not willing that any should perish, but that
211 shouwld come o repenbtanee™ II Peter 3:9.

Forgivenese of sines depends en it.
"Repent ye therefors, snd be converted, thai your sins msy be blotted out"
Acts 3:19.

Possession of peace is condiitioned wpen it.
"There is no peace, saith the lord, unte the wicked"™ TIsaiah 48:22,

Entrsnee intc heaven depends upon it.
The Lord coennot save you if you arve too stubborn to repent. "I tell you, Hay:

but, except ye repent, ye shall a1l likewise perish” Luke 13:3. That verse
from the lips of Jesus makes it clear that the only door of escape from perdi-

tion for any versen is repentance, There is no substitute for it. One gennot

go where God is without it. It is repent or perishl!
Means To Repentance.

The preaching of the gespel.
The Holy Spitit, through gospel preaching, leads men io see his gullty digtance
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from Cod. Thus, perceiving his evil way, he recognizes that he stands justly
condenned as a wilful transgressor of the laws of a just and holy God., There
steals into his soul a scrrow that he has sinned against God. Thls sorrow
leads him to change his mind concerning a course of sin, and the adoeption of
& purpsse to follow God's will, '

The reproving of the Hely Spirit.

"And when He is come, He will reprove the world of sin” John 16:8,

The gift of Christ's grace.

"Hin hath God exalted with His right hand to be a Primce and a Saviour, for %o
give repentance to Israel, and forgiveness of sins” Aels 5:31.

The grant of God.

TWhen they heerd these things, they held their peace, and glorified Cod, saying,
Then hath God slse to the Gentiles granted repentance wnto 1ife® Acts 11:18,

Repentance is not something which one can originate within himself, or can
pump up within himeelf as one would pump weter out of a well. It is a divine
gift., Tot, this divine gift is brought sbout through the use of means.

The goa& ness of God toward His ersatures.

"Or despisest thou the riches of His goodness and forbearance and longsuffering:
net knewimg that the goodness of God leadeth thee to repentance®™ Romens 2:4.

Hesulls of Repentaﬁcea

Remission of sins and their being blotted out,

tind that repentance and remission of sins should be preached in his name among
all nations, beginning at Jeruselem" Iuke 24:47.

Joy in heaven,

"I say unto you, that likewise joy shall be in heaven over one simmer that re-
penteth, more than over ninety and nine just perzons, which need-no vrepentance”
Ioke 1523104, -

The gift of the Holy Spirit.

WThen Peter zaid unbo them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the neme
of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the
Holy Ghost" Acts 2:38,

Times of refreshing.

"Repent ve therefere, and be converted, that your sins mey be blotted out, when
the times of refreshing shsll come from the presence of the Lord" Acts 3:19.

Evidences of Repentance.
4 change of mind,

A change of judgment.
A change of affections.
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Repentance turms rejolieing in sin into sorrow for sin., It turns the love of
gin inte the batred of gin.

4s A change of conduct, .

: Hepentence menifests itself in turning away from evil ways. - "Let the wicked
forsske his way, and the unrightecus man his thoughts: and let him return mmte
the Lord, and he will hsve mercy upon himy and to our God, for he will
asbondantly psrdon."” Isaish 55:7.

¥het a change repentance made in Pawl i It changed a persecutor of Christians
into & prsacher of the gespel.

Repentance and faith are inseperable, and complementary in their relstions, They
are the two sides of an experience of grace. In repentance the sinper iz looking
at himself as he is before God; in faith he is lookimg at Christ as Christ is
before God. In repentance the sinner loses hope in himself; in faith he finds hope
in Christ. TFaith is a looking to Christ as cur sole dependence for salvation.

- The Lord is giving you ar opportunity o repent, commanding you to repent, and
encouraging yvou o repent, Do so now.



