THE WOMAN WHO WAS A SINNER
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Iights Yegan to glow in the house of Simon the Pharisees, Servants were rushing to
and fro in the kitchen and the dining hall, for Simon was giving a great supper

on that night. Through the streels of the town men could be seen making their way
towards Simon's house., In front of them walked servanits holding torches in their
hands to light the way for their masters. Outeide the entrance to the house of
Simon a group of the common people had gathered to watch the notables arrive. As
each passed by on his way to the door, quite likely the people m=de comment,
sometimes favorable, sometimes unfavorable. Thus the guests assembled for the
banguet to which they had been invited.

As the guesis entered the atrium, or princival rcom, of Simon's house, a servant
stationed there motidned sach one to z stool and, when the guest had seated himself,
brought 2 basin and towel, removed his sandals, laid them aside, and washed bis
feet., The gussts then in bare feet proceeded to the banqueting hall. On the way
ancther servant stopped them snd from a wessel in his hand touched their heads

with sweet-smelling oil. At the doorwasy of the hall stood Simon, handsomely
grrayed in the blue and white robes of his office, with one phylactery bound to

his left arm and another Yo his brow. A4s each guest approached him, Simon stepped
forward and Xisszed him on the cheek, and then motioned him to his placs at the
bangueting table. Immediately back of this long tsble were the backless couches strewn
with tapesiries and pillows upon which the gueste reclined at ease as they reached

for the things on the table which pleased their fancy. Between the couches and the
wall was a space sufficient for the servants who waited on the table to pass back

and forth.
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The last guest to arrive was none other than Jesus Christ. Just why Simon invited
Him is not quite clear. Perhaps he wanted to question Him on His attitude toward
some portion of the Mosaic law or the Hebrew traditions. Perhaps it was just a
matter of curiosity tc ses at close range one whose fame was beginning to spread
throughout the land, Perhaps it was dve to that trait in human nature, which is
often the motive back of invitations, that makes & person desire to be in the
companionship of some noteble person. But whatever his mobtive, Christ, who at
with publicans and simners, accepted his invitsilon and went itc the banguet. He
accepted Simon's Invitation in spite of His certain knowledge of the man and his
attitude.

In compliance with Simon's wishes, the servant at the first entrance did not ask
desus to be seated 50 that he might wash His feet in the basin. The other serwvant
also let Him pass without anointing His head with oil, and Simon himself omitfed
the customary kiss of salutation and merely proffered nis hand and waved Jesus to
His seat. The omission of these common courtesies was evidence that Simon 4id not
regard Jesus as 2 socizl egual. To say the least, his actions proved that he was
lacking in cordiality. But Jesus was not affronted by the incivility of Simon.

When Jesus had entered, and had taken His place at the table, without the water,
without the perfume, without the oil, and without the kiss, Simon took his place,
the seat of the host at one end of the table where he could survey all the guests
and the whole situation.
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In the Orient, on the occasion of a feast, the law of hospitaliiy revuired that
houses be left open, sc that even uninvited strangers might come in ithrough the

open courtyard, up the steps, through an antechamber into the festive dining hall,
and look on and listen. On this occasion there cccurred a viclent breach of those
customs when a poor, dissolute woman, notorious for her 1ife of shame, made her way
into the throng and, presently, stationed herself at the feet of Jesus. Standing
vehind Him, she began to weep. At once the hum of conversation ceased as Simon

and his puesis stered at the woman. He wes offended at the woman for coming in so
obtrusively and without apology, and at Jesus for allowing her to touch Him, because
of the menner of womsn she was,

This women was a sinner by profession. Sin was her occupation, and probably her
livelihood. The name in her case involved shame and dishonor of the worsit kind.

She was 2 well-known sinner. I11 fame branded her. Her way of life was common hLown
talk. Persons of good character did not associate with ber. She was cut off from
respectable society, and, like 2 leper, put outside the camp of social life,

Gprace is here glorified in its object. She was 2 sinner in the blacker, filthier,
and more obnoxious sense., She had simnned against the laws of purity, and had made
herself one of ithe scarlet sinners, who enticed others to sin also.

Note her humility. She had once possessed a brazen face, and knew no bashiulness, but
now we gee her standing behind the Savicur. Zhe did not push hersélf in before His
face, but was conbtent to have the lowliest standing place. If she might but do service
to His feet, she blushed as she accepted the honor.

Yet she was courageocus. ohe must have needed much courage to enter the house of a
Pharisee. Those Pharisees had an insufferable contempt of everybody who was not of
their own ¢ligue, whe dld not fast itwice 3 week, and tithe their mint, anise, and
cummin, By their every gesbture they ssid, "Stand by, I am holier than thou.® To a
person of infamous character, the pompous FPharisee would be doubly coniemptuocus.

When and where this woman, who was a sinner, repented of her sins and was saved we
are not told. But she had come to know Christ in the free pardon of her sins,.
Consequently, with a true earnestness that broke through every barrier, she came
to Christ. She came thankfully. She came to show her grateful love to him for
what He had done for her.

When she cawe to the house cf the Pharisee, she was a forgiven simner. She carried
an algbaster box in her hand, intending to ancint Him with its contents as an expression
of gratitude for what He had done for her. She brought her choicest treasure to give
to Him because He had bestowed on her the choicest of all gifts, namely, the forgive-
ness of sin. She knelt behind Jesus and 2 flood of tears nouring from her eves fell
upon His feet, those feet so soon to be pierced with nails upon the cruel cross. In
those tezrs were the mingled condiments of womanly shame, contrition, gratitude, and
devotion, After her tears had rained down upon His feet, she stooped and dried His
feet with the hair of her head. Moreover, bending over, she kissed those feet, or as
the Greek word has it, kissed them much. In our English language we can correctly
convey the idea of that word by saying that she smothered them with kisses. Then she
poured the costly cintment on them.

She came teo show her grateful love. She brought her precicus ointment, her tears,

her kisses, her reverence, her thanks - thanks not the less true and warm because
uttered not in words, bul in deeds. She washed His feet with her tears; she kissed

His feet in token of her reverent gratitude; she znointed His feet with costly ointment,
not daring to anoint His head. Forgiven much and forgiven all, she loved much. Her
abundant forgiveness provoked her abundant love.
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With compassionate tenderness, Christ fixed His attention upon the crouching penitent
at His feet. At once, He made a clear analysis of her conduct, the occasion for it,
the motive that prompted it, and the experience that lay behind it. He interpreted
ber act as due to unspeakable gratitude and love, growing out of her comscicusness

f having found a Saviour. She excelled in love. The Bible says, UShe loved much.!
This love of hers led her to personal service. Fer hand was the servent of her
heart. GShe performed the anointing of her hand, the washing with her own tears, and
the wipins with her own hair. Love cannot be put off with proxy service. Her
service wes rendersd to the Lord Himself. She never said a word. And why not?
Because it was all act and all heart with her.

Observe that her service was rendered to the Lord Himself. And whet she did was done
very earnestly. She was too occupied with her Lord and too absorbed in her work to
care for scowling Pherisees. She washed His feet because He had washed her soul,
she wept hecause she believed, and she loved because she trusted. Her service showed
that her love was ferveni. There was so much affection in it-.nothing conventionalj
no following chilly propriety, no hesitating inquiry for precedents. Why did she

iss Christ's feet? Did it not look sentimental, affected, indelicate?  Little did
she care how it locked: she knew what she meant. Her Whole soul went out in love
“to Him. GHer love was the result of her forgiveness.

Tt was a tender love. It was an active love. It said not a word, but it did all thai
it could. She deemed no sacrifice too great, so that it homnored Christ; no service
mean, that He would accept. Joyfully"woula ske have forsaken all the world for Eim,
and followed Him as Fis servent all the days of her 1life. And that delightful love
which she had for Him made her happy.

Having forgiven her sins and saved her soul, Christ commended her service, gave her
peace of mind and heart, and sent her on her way rejoicing. These inveluable blessings,
which this woman received, are available at the hands of Christ, and nowhere else,

for all penitent sinners.

Our Lord knew her sin., He guietly accepied what she brought, permitted her the fond
familiarity of kissing His feet again and again, and to bedew them with her tears—-.
permitted and accepted all that, and thereby made His grace to shine most brightlye.
His grace is further displayed when He became her defender. ZEverywhere grace is the
object of human cavil., Men snap at it like ravening wolves. Some attack it at the
fountain. They cannolt endure the doctrine of election. And yet it is God's truth.
On this occasion, Simon cavilled zt grace in its object, its condescension, its
generosity, and its tenderness.

God's grace is seen in the bestowal of yet richer favorse Great grace saved her,
rich grace encouraged her, unbounded prace pave her a divine assurance of Lorglveﬂess.
1t was proved that she was forgiven, for she loved much, bui she had never received
the full assurance of it until the Master said, "Thy sins are forgiven thee.® And
then He gave her that choice benediction, "Go into peace.® GEenceforih, the peace of
God which passeth all understending kept her mind. Beloved, you do not know what
all God's grace can do for you. He is not stinted in His grace. If He has lifted
you up out of the miry clay, He can do more for you. He can set your feet upon a
rock. If on the rock you already stand, He can do more for you. He can put a new
song intoc your mouth. And, if already you 1ift the joyous hymn, He can do more yet.
He can establish your goings. Unfathomable is His grace and goodness. Arise and
enjoy them.



