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oun son was indesd a wonderful gson snd hed been most wonderfully born, and hs bhad great

e to rejolee end hops in him. But nothing is more striXing ip the story than +ﬁb fact

hat in such eircumstances it is not of hizs own son that he sings, but the Son of ¥s and

e only mentions hisg son ineiéentelly ss- the prophet and preperer of the wey @f *haﬁ
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;o end joy of that humble home.
of & Tirst-born 1r§aﬂﬁ iz me the day
7 high, warming the nesrts of rents with pretitode to God, ths Glver, snd meking 34
=l a8 1f & pew snd bhlessed 1lig o] aome into their lives, weking then to new snd vender
intarests them to leving lebors in the epirit of purest self-pamerifics. ot 2il
this esch 3 : parrow 1init of his own home. The wonderd
thﬁ child Jesus is that He iz the Devsoring from on high to all homes, snd
itely grester snd higher degres than apy other child is in his own homs.
Light not oenly of ons home, but of sil homes --- the Dayspring from oo i
nﬂd darkensd hesrt of the whole humsn race with which, in such wondrous grace, He was
meelf permenently one.
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This striking nome, the Deyspring from on ., lnpressively wests the deep darkness of
he workd befors Uhnrist come and the hesvenly lisght of knowledss ard comfort and purity and
nope which He brow Igsish wrote: "The people thet welked in derkness heve seen
that dwell in the land of ths shedow of desth, uwpon them hath the 1i
s Child 1g born, unto us & Son is given; and the government ghall be upon t

i His newme ghall be hmleﬁ, Honderful, uﬂ&ﬁ“,ll@?a the michty God, the everlast-
Prince of peace.’ kalechi wrote: "The Sun of Righteousness shall arise wiﬁh
wings. - Jonnm the Baﬁf st refsrred to Him as "the true light.¥ Jesus said:

of the world."
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On the first Christmeas morning the darkness of pagonism was everywhere round Paleatine; and
the dark places of the earth were full of the habitations of eruelty. But with Christ cane
light -~~~ Ythe Deyspring from on High®" to dispel this darkness, scatter cruelty, relieve
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 Christ did so such for the child 2s well as for the slave. Think of the terrible

trestoment of little children before Christ came, and even of the treaiment they still re-
caive in the fark pleces of the sarth whers He is still unknown. Dot He took them in His
arms sné hlessed t}e CBa spid:r YOT such ig the kinsdom of hesaven,¥ and ever since the
heerts of the world have been graduslly owing MoTe and more Lendsr to the graces and the

} g
neads and the holy ministry both by and o the Llittle children.

hen think of how nueh the advent of Christ has meant to womanhood, as wsll as to slaves

and to children. Women is no longer wheit che wes so long, ths mere gservani or toy of man,
ut wherever the gospsl of Christ is presched and wherever His spirit rules, she becomss

the genhuine companiorn of man, snd is restorsd o her nmative dignity and to har trus voestien.

nly when the light of day has come do we fesl the depth of the darkness of night that has
;raceée& it. Gnly in the full
" B @ o £

wloﬂ? of the sun of divine grace are we ghle to understand the
nxing and endengered ids existence. Neither the
\ a holy God, can so sffectively convince
$’ ul Worlr of fhe dpﬁ th of its auz;i : éaes the grece std merey of the Iord in Christ
us.  Fimeed over sgeinst this shining background, the darkness of night whieh surrounds
edeemed humernity appears ir all its hidseous horrors, ané it is impossidle For us to ap-
ciate the Christmas seascn without remembering what preceded the advent of Christ, the
:6owe o death and the sorrowful grief which weighed down the souls of men. BRefore Christ
came, mankind was ignorant of the moral charscter of God, the purity of Hig law, the evil
nature sad dreadful consequences of sin, ihe true source of happiness, and the fubure state.
Christ is the center of the world's history, snd with Him was inavgurated & new dispensation
and a new order of things. He ig ths central sun of ths dey of salvation. Hse has introduc-
af into the world of sin the powsr of sanctificetion; He hés brought to suffering man the
strength of new health; He has given to zouls without pesee the pesce that pzsseth all under-

The sun is the fountain of light to this lower world. Day by day it riges on us with its
9lﬁéénning beams, and with the return of light is connscted the ssnse of reviving powsr in

gurssives 1nv1gorated hezlth and cheerfulness; renewed and willing application te appointed
fdutiesg., God Himsslf has made it the ruler over the day. Christ is to the moral world what
the sun is to the natursl world; the source of life, and health, and motion. Day by day, He
brings with Him spirituzl health to those vho are ﬁlseased in soul, comfort 0 +hose who
wourn, rest te ths weary and hesvy-laden,

However, in order %o understand fully the forece of the rhetorie in this passage we must bear
in mind one of the natural phenomens of those eastern reglons. So pure is the =tmosphere
there that cloude in the sky are mot usual exespt in the rainy seascn. There is no twilight,
as we deseribe it, in those latitudes. The instant the day reaches its petural closze, the
sun seems te slids down the sky without any lesve-taking. Jusgt so when the dawn starts.
Zachsrias geizes thig astonishing Tipure and turns it to account. For four centuries it had
becn dork -- Gark with sin, ignorsnce, oppression -~ snd now in one execited instsant of dig-
closurs the Sun of Righ+eousnp*s hed rigen with healing in ¥ies wings. Ho wonder hie heart

18 Ho woncdsr his dumbness gave way and his glad veice lifted such a song. Zacharias
looked at the manger cradle, and then he saw the dawn bresking over sll ths sarth, and the
words of the 0ld prophet, "they that sat in darkness have seen a great light," echoed in his
goul.  His Jjoy was sst forth under the idea of the rising sun. "Deyspring! is defined as
fohe dewn,® "the begimming of day," or "first sppearance of light." By "dayspring! is meant
the day-dawn, the coming of day after night, the herald of ths rising sun, the changs Trom .
darkness %o light, the spring of the dey. Christ is the only dayspring of light to the dark-
ened soul.
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» voice in the sHreets.? MHe war in the
woer il ne world kmew it noth shining in the derkness for years before
the world comprehended it.
3. ist's camlpg was llke the Davtprlnr in its Power.

i grent work will net be discoursged. nor
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t., the comingrof the "Dayspring from on High" bripngs us something better and decper than
ithe alleviation of human micery and pain, It revsals God. It shows ns Eis "heart
merey.t  Christ comes to ug by ¥the tender merey of our Cod," and nmot only sheds s
veniv light upon our deep need, but what is far better, gives us a grest light upon

tha tender dispositions of God towsrds us, showing us the greet hunger of Hig heart for
the roseuing and the blessing of His wayward chiléren. In Christ we fesl that God actuslly
hire cne with us, purifying our joys, basaring our sorrows, clesnsing ug from our sins.
for our 51ns and reconciled us to God, snd thus gives us the knowledgs of our

o,

wla truth. He shows things as they really are. He makes known whet God
ires of men. He also. revesls man to himself, and shows him his - 3
ané migery, and points out the way by which to pass from sin to salvstion,
life. By His holy exemple He reveals to us how we should serve God an
strength to us.. To those who ars downcast and sorrowful He imparts hope,
timid Be gives confidence, and to those who are strong in faith He gives
7in even greatsr vietories than any they have yet won. Jesus shed light upon sin,
ot only taught men what it wes but how to get rid of it. He shed light upon sor-

‘e pointed to the love of God which was behind it znd beyond it. He shed 1 )
tery of death because He revesled it 40 bs to those who love God but the
BV Enus wh ch leads to the many mensions bsyond.
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t sk thaty the Daveoring from on High mey vigit us, not only in the conspilcuous
world, but in the unobserved region of our hesrts and minde. ¥We are
?Pzth which counts tions of the heart and all enerhAes of the

it is the offlce of religion %o 1lift ithe heavy
grant us glimpses of those treasures which our

We must not forget that, if we wouvld esll forth the latent goodpess and loveliness of
miman hesris sround us, we mugt first feel the sweet influence of God's Deyeoring in
e

cursslvas, %We must live in & sunny atmosphere, 17 we would imperd sunshins to of
The shadows of this 1life sre not sll sent {Tom Heaven, &5 stme would heve us bslle

Wa mft@n ske gloom For others by shutting the light out of our own lives
gowad with the Lremendous powsy of cresti r enrd seminating éerhness,

ahiliv gpell over thoss whom Divine Lzaht is Wﬂitzmﬂ to bless, Side by

thisg baneful power, we possess the blessed faculty of revesling new besvties in 1ife's
math, by shedding arcund us rays of 31 sht. DBy our influsncs we can turn gicom into
glory. We may schieve but lid,kﬁ Pw;hﬁi ; indeed it is doubiful whethar the very
cresntest achievements are as splendid as they seem. But the cup of cold weter given

in the Mester's neme, the kind word spoken in the hour of need, the distasteful task
performed willingly for an over-burdened brother --- these are plmln aevidences that the
"ayspring Trom on High hath visited us.® So should we give ourselves up Lo leving
gervice, walking townrd hesven, : ;

in thiz Christmes gesson there srs many who do not appreciste the great Gospel
smotion thet the sesson brings with i, the messags of salvation from on high,

7 dsliversnce and pa?éon to 1l who believeﬁ jov and heppiness tc the world,

sssurence of eterpal life to 21l believers.



