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THE WORD OF FORGIVENESS

“Then said Jesus, Father, forgive them; for they know not what
tiﬁy do." Luke 2333‘. )

fiad you been in Jerusalesz on that fateful day that changed the
world, you would doubtless have been brought under the spell of
the excitement which was born of the fact that three prisoners
were about to pay the death penaliy. One of them wae Jesus of
Nagereth and the other two were robbers. With a ngtural fondness
for the gruesome, the crowd was hidecusly eager for the shov.

¥Man had done his worst. The Lord of Glory had tsbernacled smong
men, but He wae not wanted. Tho eyss which gin hgd blinded saw
in Him no beauly that He should be desired. At His birth there
was no room for Him in the inu, and that fect foreshadowed the
treatment He wag to peceive at the hends of men. Again and again
Hig enemies had sttempted His destsuction, and at last their vils
desires were granted, for the Son of God yilelded Himself into
their hends. It was detemmined that His death should be ons of
intense suffering snd shame. : '

.We see Christ s they led Him away from Pilate's Judgment Hail
aud started to Calvary, bearing Iis own cross. He did not bear
4t wery far until lis strength failed. The sleepless nights,
the severe scourgings, the painful grown of thorns, the agony of
Cothsemane and the weight of the cross were too much for Him,

He eithor fell beneath the load of the cross or showed signs of
doing 0. 7This moved the soldiers to further brutsl treatment,
There was nothing to do sxcept to transfer the heavy cyoass Lo .
the shoulders of snother. It seems thet & men from Noprth Africs
wage just thes entering the city, and seeing this brutal treatment,
protested, whereupon the soldiers promptly laid hold of him and
made him carry the cross from the city geate to Golgotha, which
was & skull-shaped hill a short distanee outside the eity wall.

Upon their arrivel st Calvary, they stripped Christ, liis germents
falling to the sxecutioners, and laid Him on His back on the
cross, which was lying on the ground. They drove the cruel
spikes through the palms of His hands, fastening then to the

two ends of the crose-piece. While the blood was flowing, &

hole was prepared is the ground, the croes was lifted on end and
dropped with a thud, leaving Him to suffer a lingering and painful
death as the blood dripped from His head, His hends and His feet.
vhat suffering and torture the cruel spikes must have brought to
His pierced hands and feet! Xo longer could Nis hands minister
to » sick. ¥o longer conld Hie feet carry Him to aid others,
Yo longer could He instruct His disciples. Finglly, His pallid
lips began to move,

The words of the dying sre ususlly impressive. The last words

of fampus men sre treasured for centuries., XNations can never
forgot the precicus words uttered by their dying heroes. Every
petriotic Hollander cherisghes the statement of ¥illiam the Silent
when he was mortally wounded by the bullet of the assasin at Deift
4n 15841 "My God, My God, bave mercy on me and on my poor people.”
We never forgot the death~bed utterances of a parent, a close
relative or a bosom friend. ¥e never forget the precious words
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which wers spoken by our dear onea just before their depariure,
and Wmany if they were words of loving comfort or earnest

The worde which Christ spoke from the Cross of Calvary are far

more valuable than any statements that have besn uttered by human

lips. They are pearls of grest price. Every one of them ahould
be considered az & rich legacy of each Christian, These words
are full of comfort, opening the heart of Christ to ua in a
wondrous way. They tell us of Eis unspeakable leve for the
dying sons snd deughters of men.

Christ was suffering untold agony and dying a shameful dealh.

It was not unusual for erucified persons to spesk from their
respective vrosses, but their words ususlly consisted of wild
expressions of pain or fruitless entreaties for relsase, curses
ageingt God or imprecations upon those who had inflicted their
sufferings. When our lord spoke from His oross, He neither cried
out for pity mnor plead for release. '

The fact that the first utterancs of Chriet on the cross was &
prayer does not surprise us, He had mapintained theé habit of
prayer from Hie youth. For that reason, we would have expected
Him to pray in His darkest hour. Haturally, we would have ox-
pected Hix to pray for His mother, who wae heart-broken, 8he
could not understand why her pure and spotless Son should be
erucified. Had He prayed for her comfort, sustenance and support,

- we certainly would not have beén surprised. Also, we would have

expected His t¢ pray for Hise disciples, and especially the wesker
ones.  We avre impressed with the fact that our lord's first prayer
was not for Himsslif. Be did not ask for His own deliverance.
Feither did He pray for His loved onee nor for His friends.

Rather, He prayed for His enemies. He prayed for the pardon of

those snemies who had hounded Him to His death and nailed Him to
the eross.

0f Christ 4t had been sald, "Never man spake like this man,® and
here we have a praver that does pot have aay parallel in the
history of the world prior to His coming. YFather, forgive them,™
expresses & spirit that is unlike anything found in the 01d
Testanont, It repressmte a new and unsurpassed Yhigh® in religion,
Revenge was pot only practiced in the sncient world, but it was
also considered right. To refuse Lo take venpeance upon onets

. enenies was regarded not only as cowardly but alec ae a moral

woskness. The Mosalie Law panctioned "An eye for an eye, and a
tooth for a tooth," but Christ prayed for the forgiveness of
th:gu;;&w wers crucifying Him. ¥hat an exanple He set in this

Xt wss & common thing for those who were being orucified to curse
their executioners and revile them, but praying for thesm was such
an advanoced idea that the world has never ceased to womder at it.
Indeod, His fram for His snemies was a fulfillment of the pro-
phecy of Isalah: "He was numbered with the transsressors; and he
bare the sin of many, sad aade intercession for the transgressors®
{Isaiak 53:12}.
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This was tha moat masing preyer the world had ever heard. In
81l the annsls of the human race there had never been recorded
& prayer of such compassion and tenderness coming from one
receiving such brutal torture. To pray for ons's epemies who
wore infiicting such eruel punishment &5 was being aduinistered
to Chriet was something that was uskuown in the ancient world.
The ancient teaching and practice had been, "Thou shalt love thy
‘neighbor and hate thine enemy." But, in His matchless Sermon on
the Nount Christ had remsrked, "But 3: say unto you, Love your
enomies, bless them that curse you, do pood to them that hate
you, and pray for then which despitefully use you, and perseccute
.m‘* {Matthew 5:43~44). Vhat He preached on the sunny bill over—
the Ses of Galiles, Christ practiced besutifully and
‘pﬁrfmtiy on the gris hill of Caslvary. In asking forgiveness
'?w i.ﬁh:m murderers our Lord was reguesting the best thing possible
oF ,

Truly this is & rave exanple of magnenimity. Conscious of per-
fect innocence and the loftiest aime, Christ found Himself net
enly unappreciated and mrewarded, but misunderstood, ill-treated,
condeaned on a totally falce charge and sentenced to the most
oruel and shameful death a man could die. But; even under those
_ -m&ﬁm the kindliness of His nsture had not turned to sour-
iribf At the very moment when He was the object ef the

'mat- W&m eraelty man could infliet, and when He was suffering
pain of body and of mind that was i y agonizing, He forgot

Hdms and Wfarthafargimafthmmmm

‘%!xa wat. hsm*id that ever was committed by men. He desired the
very best cf aemiss for the worst of nimm,

This fslm ying from the CrOBSE Wag tshe keynote of Cheistts epirit.
This ! spirit vesulted in the salvation of one of the

fmmmm dying by His side. It was thise, also, which

melted the hard heart of the Japaneas eriainai, named by one who
wrote of h:im, nh th&m in Prim.

A W and gendenned crimingl amiwd amtim 111 & Japanesec
prison: le wes » man whose life had been one of gbandoned wicked-
neas, snd whose hand had taken life after 1ife. A copy of bhe
mmnma had been given to him by a lady missionary.
day, bored with idlenses; he took the New Tesmtament and bagm to
reac it. But he was enly mildly intesested. He fell that Christ
rust be a good man; whoe sought to help others into the path of
virtue. But one day, later on, he took the Few Testamenl and
read the story of the orucifixion, §He koew much gbout that sort
of thing for ke was versed in brutality. In describing his ex
:*ieace isgter he said, "I went on gnd sy atteation was next

en by thése words, &aem. forgive them, for they know not
.wimt they do.Y I stopped. I was stabbed to the heari, &5 if
plierced by a five-inch npil, VWhat did that verse reveal to me?
Shall I esll it His compession? I do not know what to call it,
1 only know that, with an unspeakably grateful heart, I believad.
Through that simple gentence I was led intc the whole heart of
Christianity. That is how I t.hought it aut. lt snppem a mants
lie prayed far ﬁis ensuies to th@ God of !ieaven, 'Fathm‘, fargive
them, for they know not whai they do.' What else wuz.d I believe

but £hat Je was dndeed the Son of Godt®

'm




- -

It was not a prayer for enesies who had mistrested Him years
before, but for those who were there end then smurdering Him.

Ar He prayed for His snemies then, He is praying for His eonemies
now; the paset on the cross was an earnest of the present on the
throne. He is now Sn a higher place gand in s mobler condition,
but His eocoupation 8 the same; He continues still before the
sternsl throns t.a resent pleas on bghslf of guilty men, orying,
wFather, foergive thes.® m intercession was wost graclous.
Those for shosz He ym&é did not daserve His prayer, They were
viterly undeserving of 2 single good wish from Him, They cer-
tainly never ssked Him to pray for r.hm, but even sooffed ab

. His prayer when they heard it. Nevertheless, Christ ssked fer

th&av full abgolutioni *Fathsr, forgive then." "Do nof punish
them; forgive them. Do snot remember Lheldr ain, forgive .tt s blot
it out; throw it into the depths of the sea.”

It ir not always easy to think of God as our Father vhen song
crushing blow falls upon us and our hopes that had blossomed like
beautiful flowers are withered in the burning drought of adversity.
At such times, becauac we cannot understand, it dis hard to keep
the bitterness out of our hearts and te conguer the fesling that
we have been sistreated,

Fhe worst Christis enesiss could do to Him, making His death most

crael and most shazeful, was met by His appeal that God would

grant the best to them, m::h was forgiveness for their deliberate,

brutal and inexcusable wickedness in doing Him such & grest wrong.

Inpmiagtwmmciﬂmmtmmwm -wet before us a
oot exsuple of how we should trest those whe injure and hate

3, but He alsc taught us never to regard avy as beyoad the reach
Prayer.

?Wmmhb%mofﬂltmbmm; He, who has

forgiveness, alsc has peace with God, rest in Cbriat and comfort
in the Holy Spirit., Forgiveness is the bresth of life, the seal
of love, thegpring of devotion, the antidote of fear, the sunlight
of the m, the m of service, the flower that wafts its
fragranee slong the valley of the shadow of dsath and the pasaport
to the home of the many resting-places above.

Chrigt was not thinking of what they were deing to Him, but of
what they wéere doing to themselves. That is what hurt Him most.
He knew that in ocrucifying Him they were putting out the light in
their own souls. They were destroying themselves. The worst
resctions of evil, and ite deepest conseguences, are alm within,

Then the Haster geve a reason why the Father should gmm His
request. Although they kunew they were doing wrong, they were ig-
norant of bow great was their guilt, Hote His infinite charity
expressed in His words, "They know not whal they do.¥ Few of us
mmaéytcthinkinthiswayafﬁm%wimdousm Vie o
not imsgine that they are ignorant or forgetful., We remember our
friendship, the k&mily favors we showed then and the things we
did for them, ¥We imagine that their acts are nothing less than

D ase betrayal, and 311 of this heightens our indignation,



The crucifiers koew that they were crucifying & man, but they did
not koow that He was the Son of God and the Saviour of men., They
4id not sense the snormity of their erime. Ko sinner yeslizes the
eaormity of bhis sin., Thelr ignoraence, however, did not excuse
ﬁhﬁﬁ; aven ignorancs nesds to be forgiven, S8ins of ignorance need

onesent and forgivenasss just as truly a8 4o conscious sing, God
is boly, so Ho will not lower His standard of rightecounsness to
the level of our {goorance: Ignorance ip not innocence.  We have
no gpzouse for our ignorance; becguse God has elearly snd fully
revealed Hip will, They did not know a1l that was involved in
thelsr murdercus act, but thet did not excuse them,

Unsaved friend, yon 1ittle know what you are doing in rejecting
ﬂoﬁ*a great salvation, You little pezlige how ewful 4s the sin
of slighting the Christ of Cod and spurning the dnvitstions of

ﬁis merey. You little know the deep guilt which is attached to
your act of refusing to receive Chrisl, the only One Who can
gave you from your gins. You know not what you do. You are
Blind te your sin, but yeu are not excused. You may be saved
now Af you will ®believe on the lord Jesus Christ." Knowing
that you should do so, wont'i do it now? Dontt continue to
oppose Codte will, turn your back on the light of life, reject
... His love and destroy your soul, —— o




