Luke 17:32

"Remember Iotts wife.” Such were the words of our lerd Jesus Christ. Im the midst

of one of His sermons, when He was speaking of the separations and saerifiees which
Christianity demands, Christ suddenly ubtered this solemn warnming, "Remember Iot's wife."
Thus our Saviour singled out Iot's wife as ene whose fate is to be studied and remembered
by every Christian, He Himself has called mpon us to remember this womsn sbout whom
nothing particularly good is revealed. To appreciate fully the signifiecance of this ex-
hortation about keeping this woman in mind, it is necessary to get the setting of the
statement ard to observe the context.

As a background for this sermon, let us review a little of the history of Iot and his
family., Ilot was a nephew of Abraham, Together, years before, they had left Ur of the
Chaldees to journmey into the unkmown. Abrahsm believed that he was msking this adventure
at the call of God. EHaving eaught something of the contagion of his faith and enthusiasm,
Iot had sccompanied him,

Both Abrahem and ot prospered materially., Their remsrksble prosperity brought en -
gtrife between their herdsmen, so they decided that it would be wise for them to sepa-
rate. In preparation for carrying out their plsn, they took their stand on a promontory
which gave them a lookeut on all the surrounding country. With characteristic generosity,
Abrsham gave lot the first choice, :

Iot began to look in different directions, In onme direction was a rugged country. There
the grass was not plentiful, but the herdsmen could find sustenamce for their flocks
provided they kept moving slowly. In another direction was a marveleusly beautiful
country, the fertile valley of the Jordan., Iot thought, "If T go that way, I will make

a lot of money.® Then, he remembered that Sodom and Gomorrah, which were ag cesspools

in a flower garden, were in that direction. 4s he locked in the other direstiom, he
thought, *If I go this way, I will not make so much money, but I will have s better
chance at the values that last. I will have a better chance at God. 8o will my children,
and alsoe my wife, who is a bit worldly.® That way a better chance at things; this way a
better chance at God. Tt is a cheice we have to make daily.

¥Which way did lot go? He pitched his tent in the direction of Sodom. ZEvidently, he
thought that he could take care of himself and keep his family uncontaminated by the
wickedness of the cities of the plain., BHe did not take uwp his abede in Sodom; neither
did he settle elese to its wall; but he pitched his tent toward Sedem. There are many
people who are not yet in the Sodom of wickedness, but there is a ceriain set of the
sails of their lives in the directlon of Sodemn. What about you? Are you pitching your
tent toward Sodom? Are you imelining more toward the people of Sodom than toward the
people of God? If so, tske heed lest you become a full-fledged citizen of Sedom.

As Iot was going in a wrong direction, we are not surprised that he reached a wrong
goal. Neither he nor his wife set out with the intention of moving into Sedom. They
only went in that direction. Bult into Sodom they finally moved. There they prospered
in fortume and in fame, and Iot became the mayor of the city. Bul, Iot did not change
Sodom; instead, Sodom chamged him, That is ever the case. If we do nol change our
enviromment for the better, it will change us for the worse.

One day startling news came their way. In a spectacular and dramatie way, they were
informed that Sodom was going to be destroyed on account of its wickedmess, but Iot
and his wife were offered an opporbunity to eseape, They were given an opportunity

to escape and to begin life anew. Instead of accepting this privilege with enthusiasm,
they reseolved to pestpone action as leng as pessible.
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In view of the impending deom of the eity, Iot went to speak to his sons-in-law, and
said to them, "WUp, get you cut of this place; for the Iord will destroy this ecity."
But, Iot had lived too long in Sedom to be taken seriously by them. His sons-in-law
thought he was joking. He had Jlost his influwence. What iz sadder than the losz of in~
fluence? How easily it happens,

A1l Tot could persuade to leave the city with him were his wife and two daughters. At
last they turned their backs mpon Sodom and made a reluctant start for the hills, Those
who led them out of the eity said, "Esecape for thy life; look not behind thee, neither
stay thou in all the plain; escape ic the mommtain, lest thou be consumed.®

As they jowrneyed toward the mountain, lot's wife traveled with slow and reluctant feet,
She was lasking in enithusissm. She was bent on elinging te Sodom just as long as pos-
sible. She wanted to stay awey from the highlands just as long ss pessible. Disregerd-
ing the injunctien which she had received, Iot's wife decided that she would take one
lzst leok toward the corrupt eity. When she turned and looked toward the doomed city,
that moment she became a pillar of sali. Gemesis 19:26 tells us, "But his wife looked
back from behind him, and she beeame 2 pillsr of salt.¥ There she steod a grotesque
statue with her face turnmed baek toward Sodom., Thus was she punished by her sin as
well as for bher sin,

Our Baviour read inte this story a message that was at onee timely amd timeless. He
hesrd these death-frozen lips preaching a sermon that was needed by those who lived
in His dey, and that is needed no less by us todey. So He seid to =l11: "Remember
Iotts wife, ¥

I. QZRemember Her Privileges.

1. ©&he belonged to an excellent family.
She was part of the lititle company of pioneers that left Tr of the Chaldees to
ereate a new epoch in the world's eivilization. She was a member of that
family to which the world owes more than to amy other that has ever lived,
She was related to him through whom Ged was to send to the world its Saviocur.
She was to Abraham.

What a spiritual gilant Abrsham was! It was the privilege of Iot's wife to
gee, know and hesr him, Abrahsm wes preeminently a men of faith and of great
loyalty to the things of God. She hed lived in his home and heard his witness
concerning God. There was no excuse for this woman not knowing the things of
God as they might have applied to her owm life.

2. GChe had a picus husband.
Iot was not all that he might have been, but he was a righteous masn whose seul
was greatly vexed on account of the filthy comversation of the Sedomites. She
knew how that sort of conversation vexed him,

3. She was well instructed.
She had received faithful imstruction about God and how to worskip Him. In
gpite of this faect, Mrs. Iot falled to set before her damghters a worthy example
apd to teach them in the ways of God. Freguently, we heer people talking sboub
the wnder-privileged children of ocur community, but after all who is the under-
privileged child? It is the ome who does not have the advantages of Chrigtien
parents who will train them in the things of God.
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She was warned of impending danger.

When the ruin of Sodom was impending, when ghastly death was rattling the
lateh of her door, God sent His messenger, o warm her and her family. Cer-
tainly no ome could claim that she did not have a fair chance. She was told
with intense earmestness of the doom which threatened the city. She was made
to understand that there was also & way of escape, a way that would bring her
to safety. She was urgently requested to escape for her life.

She hed seen the wicked punished,
On verious occasions she had seen the judgment of God execubed on the wicked,

Benmember Her Perverseness.

1.

2.

3

She acted under the impulse of feeling. Her heart was still in Sodom. Her sin
was that of preswmption. The reason she locked back, thus disregarding the
heaven-gent warning, was because she was still in love with Sodom even though
her steps were turned away from it. She especially felt the lure of Sodom and
acted accordingly.

She scted under the impulse of unbelief. She did not fully believe the words
of the divine messenger. Conseguently, her sin was in yielding to the powerful
infiuence of mmbelief.

She acted umder the impulse of an inordimate worldly attachment., Her sin was
but a revelation of the seeret love of the world which was in her, The dis-
gusting rottenness of the wicked city was a stench in the nostrils of decency
and yet she had fallen in love with it. Her mind was hankering after the things
which she had left in Sodom,

She seted in contempt of warning, :

Her sin, which was an actual vielabtion of a specific command, revealed her true
charscter. It alse revealed thet she had a divided heart and an undecided will.
Her divided heart and undecided will did certain injurious things for her.

(1) Robbed ker of joy. -
Since disaster snd death were inevitable in Sodom, you would have thought
that she would have gone out readily and cheerfully. You would have thought
that she would have rushed owt with nimble feet, with a song on her lips
and with deep devotion and joy in her heart beceause of her grealt deliverance.
But the pleasure of what she was leaving more than counteracted the joy in
vwhat she was attaining. Being divided in her allegiance, there was a lack
of joy in her heart. Fingering the mud with one and reaching for the
stars with the other, she found nething but wretchedness.

(2) Retarded her progress.
God's Word says she "locked back from behind him." It does not take ene
who is mndecided long to fall behind. An undecided person is a crippled
person. Indecision sgunanders their powers. It is the person of deelsion,
the one whose heart is united, that mekes progress.

(3) Wrought her doom.
As she went half-heartedly toward the heights her steps became slower
slower. 4%t last she stopped looked longingly back to the ecity. There
and then she became her own tomb. She stood there a crude piece of stabwary,
but the face of the statwe was turned not toward the heights, but toward the
ruined cities of the plain. Her face was thus photographed for our behold-
ing, This crude figure with its face turned toward Sodom gives us a phot-
ograph of the weman's soul, Sudden death did net turn her face in the
wrong direetion. The woman herself did the twrnimg. 411 death did was to
freooze that backward looking face so that all the future centuries might see it



ITI., Eemember Ber Punishment,
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Tt was sudden.

To her, it seems, that her punishment was entirely umexpected. She turned to
leok back and in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, her blood congesaled in
her veins, and she stood forth a monument of the wrath of an effended Ged.

It was sossonsble,
Her punishment was not delayed, but 1t was inflicted at the very time that her
disobedient aet was committed. HNeither was her punishmeni prelenged.

Y% was shameful.

Fot enly did she thus lose her 1ife, but her punishment made her husbard a
widover left her daughters without a mother, Her death in the very act
of disobedience cansed this punishment by which she was made a public and
lasting monument of shame to herself.

It was merited,
Her punishment was absolutely cens:.steat with the rules of justice, because
she had been taught, emtreated and warned.

It was cantionary. &
The punishment which was inflicted upon her was designed to make her a memorial
and a warning to all others. She thus became g monument before the world of
God's power and faithfulness, and His righteous displeaswre with disobedience.

In her punisiment one ean readily see two things:

1.

2,

A monument te the divine wrath.

A beacon to warn the coming generatioens,
What is ineluded in the warning which is administered here?

(1)
(2)
(3)

Beware of worldly entanglements. :
Beware of questioning God'!s commandments,
Beware of delays.

Delays are dangerous. "Today is the day of salvation.”



