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LOT'S WIFE A BEACON

' Luke 17:32 '
Lot's wife is one of the beacons of the Bible. Bescons are not to
be loocked at in ldle and careless curiosity, but with &n earnest gaze
and for practiczl purpeses. They point to the deeps of perditicn
where men have been drowned; ito the giddy heights off which they have
slipped, over which they have toppled into ithe territle destruction
telow. They tell of the calamities which, with the suddenness of .u
exgle's swoop, have come upon them as the result of their heedlessness,
&nd wickedness, and folly. They do not speak in articulzte speecn,
but their silent warning is more terrible than the mightiest socund
could be. We have an illustration of this in the disciples being
pointed to Lot's wife as a beacon. Our Lord tells us of the calamities
with which Jeruszalem will be visited, and simply soys - text.
I need not waste words in preving that she is a beacon for us also.

I. Remember Her Privileges.

I. Her marrisge relationshirp.

Her husband feared the Lord. With all his moral weakness ana
faults, he was, on the whole, a godly man.

£. She was warned of ibe destruction.

-~ The angels warped Lot, his wife, and daughters. Threading his
way through the blind multitude without, Lot goes to¢ warn bhis
song-in-luw. They heeded not, but rocked, fmr they thought
he was mocking them. EHe returns. The night passes. The mora-
ing dawns: and the angels "hastened Let, saying, Arise, take
ithy wife." But not only did the angels warn her tc flee from
the doomed city, but toock hold of her and led her out of ii.
Here was Dlvine earnestness and compassion combined. Surely no
mepmber of that favoured family will hesitste or iarry s momeni;
but all with ecager, onward look, "escepe for their life.®
It was net se. Text. : '

ITI. Bemember Her Perverseness.
Her perverseness is seen: .
1. In her reluctance to leave the doomed city.
Was It not enough that she should have been warned by angels,
and who had authenticated their mission by working a miracles
No; that was not enough, for wicked and corrupt as Socdem was,
she did not wish to leave 1t, and s¢ they must needs take noid
upon her and lezad her out perforce. LTooked 4t on ite Divine
side, this aet of the angels shows her privilege; but lookea
at on its human side, it proves her perverseness.
£. In her tarrying bBehind.
"She looked back from behind.™ She did not keep pace with her
husband and daughters. Do you account for this by bodily in-
firmity or fatigue? I cannot.
(1) An earnest soul energizes s weakly bedy.
EBven the cripple can run in ihe time of peril with remsrx-
able swiftness and alazecrity.
{2} No mention is made of her physical infirmity.
It was her soul that loved Sodom (whether for its own sake,
or because she had property or relstives there does not
matter); that ecaused her t¢ hesitate and halt.
3. In her looking back. '
{1} The backward Yook betrayed weuk faith.
(2) The backward look-betraved want ‘of earnestness.
(2) The backward look- defied God. =+ :. ¢ :

Command. He that defies God defies one stronger than himsecii.
Who art thou to contend with the &lmighty? If we dare wou
to destroy us He will do i%t. Text.



III. Bemenber Her Piunishment.

*Ihe Becoame a pililar ef salt, .

Whzt does this mean? There are three theorles respeeting tnigs

punishrant. . . ' o

I. That literally she Becawe gz ma:g of rock-salt.

2. That the starm of fire which caught her, beecause o¢f her
lingertng in the plain, encrusted her in sulphuric matter,
partly composing of saline particles.

2. That she became an everlusting memorial of ihe folly eof
disocbedience.

Accept which you like -- you must admlt that the punishment

was swful. "It is & fearful thing to fall inte the hands ol

the living God." God has often been proveked te anger, will

be angry again. The wrath to come -- flee from 1t.

Tarry net, leock not back. Text. == E. D. Sclomoh.
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