MLET US ALONE™®

irit of #zn wnelsan devil, and
2t have we To cdo with thee, thou
ww thes who thou ert; the Holy

fhnd in the synagogue there wag & msn, which had a s¢
cried out with a loud woice, Ssying, Iet us alone: 1
Jegus of Mesareth? ert thou come to destroy us?
Gne of God." Inke 4:33-34.

The teaching of Jesus was far removed from the conventionslity of that day in vhich He
;=8 here in the flesh. It.was remarkable for its originality. It made men @cguainted
with truths concerning which they had been entirely iganorant., Jesus get before men the
nature and attributes of Ood. Be gave to men a wide snd fer-reaching interpretation

of the law to which they were so fond of alluding, and vwhich they were so far from
keeping. He unfolded to them the love of God as Father., He exposed the hollowness of - -
mere outward service, and warned them against the hypocrisy of offering their prayers

or doing their righteousness to be seen of men. He exalted cheracter above reputation,
religion above ritual, substance above form, snd rezlity sbove appearance.

Fis teaching was veculiarly illustrative. He spoke of the 1ilies of the field, the
sparrow on the housetop, the fig tree, and the vine and the brénches. He made vehicles
of truth such commonmplace realities as the sower going forth to sow, the fisherman cast-
ing lis pet, the housewife lmeading dough or seeking a lost niece of money, the shepherd
tending his flock, the husbandwan reaping his hervest,
market-place. A1l these were woven inte the fabrie of digcourses and made them more
Iuminous end glorious. With a discermment far deeper thsn ours, He sees and shovs

+ lines where our discriminations hetween truth and fslesehcod are vague end genersl.

2 sence acute and penetrating,Jesus was authentic end authoritative vhere wve hedge
hesitate. :
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His teaching was wonderfully adaptsble to his hearers. 'He Imew what was in man.®
Bis words were always in season snd fitly spoken. He said the right thing at the

right time in the right way to the right people., His nreaching wag not an effort to
elicit human applamse; nor an intellectunsl wrestle with some grest subject for a disvlay
of Hinmself; it was 2 grappling with conscience and & pleeding with the heart, an inter-
blending of faithfulmess end pathos that is without a varsliel in the history of the
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On the occasion when this text was spoken, in the synagogue in Capernaum, the speecial
attribute of His teaching was authority. This ecalled forth the amagement of the
worshippers. And while He taught there wes an interrupbion as violent as an explosion.
"ind in the synagogue there was & men, which had 2 spirit of an unclean devil, and
eried out with s loud voice, Saying, let us slone; what have we to do with thee, thou
Jesus of Mazareth? art thou come to desiroy us? T know thee who thou art; the Holy
One of God." Verses 33-34. "let us alone." That volce spoke centuries age. That voice
is often heard todey. By sttitude, by menner, by deeds, 2nd by volce, many utter that
cry teday. There are the cultured, the educated, the sclentific, the rich, the poor,
the high, and the low who repeat in various ways that wild cry of the demoniac of the
long ago. Thet appeal is often on the lips or in the hearts of maltitudes today.

1Tet me aslone, " that I may enjoy life, and do not harase me about righteousness, guilt
and judgment. YIet me alone,? and cease to inlerrupt my money-making by giving me thought
of my duty to God end ¥is kincdom. "Let me alone," leave us a while to ease, to wleasure,
to prosperity, and to our wills and our ways. TForgetiing the deeper truths, many ery,
et us alone." Some say, "Let us alone':
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I. When the necessity for sn open alliance with Christ's cause is urged.
Many concede the beauty of Christ's craracter, which is spotless. They gladly agree
trhat temptstion never locsened a fiber of His moral being, end that circumstences never
left a fingerorint upon Ei:. DBut when they are urged to make an open alliance with His
ceuse, they cry "Let ug slone.!

Memy sre conscious of Christls increasing world-influence and will tell yon that He has
barmered whole continents with Fis love. But "Let us slore® is their cry when the neces-
sity Tor a public confession of gin and a public profession of faith in Him sre emphasized, -
Many agree that Christ is far above sll this world has ever known, yet they say "Let

ne alone™ meaning there is no necessity for sny open elliance with His ceuse. There

are those who are in sympathy with the objects for which His followers are toiling, but
they go on year in and year out, Cenying the need snd demand from God for an open stand
for Him. If vou say that Jesus, without a pen, an army, a navy, & svord, money, or even
a place to lay His head, has changed the world and the course of empires, they will

sy, "Yes," but still withhold public and open allegiance to Him. They never openly

say, "Out of my bondage, sorrow and night, into thy freedom, gladness and light, Jesus

I come to Thee." They never openly say,

Mihen I survey the wondrous cross,
On which the Prince of glory died,
Hy richest goir I count but less,
ind pour contempt on all my oride.

Forbid it, Lord !t that I should boast,
Suve in the death of Christ my God:
411 the vain ithings that charm me most,
I sacrifice them to Hie biced.

See, from His head, His hands, His feet,
Sorrow and love flow mingled downi
d eler esuch love and sorrow mect,
Or thorns compose so rich & croun?

Were the whole realm of nature mine, -
That were 2 present far too small;

love so amaging, so divine,

Demands my soul, my life, my all.®

Nor "Lord, I believe, help thou mine umbelief,®
TI. When they see the mistakes znd sins of professing Christians,

Many are offended by the mistskes and sins of those within the churches, just as once
men were offerded by Peter's denial and Jonsh's cowardice and Judas' treason and Thomas'
doubts. I do not offer any argiment in defence of those who have confessed Chrisgt and
Failed to live un to their obligetions--professing tons and possessing pounds, professing
much and posséssing little. When the sun goes into eclipse, everybody notices it. Cme
star falling from the sky attracts more attention than thousands of them thet shine
faithfully night after night. Some have put mud on the ghields of their lives., But

not one rascal or one thousand should cause us to doubt humanity.

Is it right to rail at an institution or a home or & business concern because of the
blunders ané transgressions of some who are identified therewith? Of course, there sre
those in chmrches who stumble and fall prostrate; there are jurists who are tempted
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and fall; there are merchants who are dishonest but we keep on buying frem merchants:
there sre quack doctorg who do wrong, but we do not shun all doctors becsuce some are
quacks: there are gersge men who say your ear needs something exmensive when it does not,
but peonls go to gerages ,uq? the seme; there sre telephone girle who give vou wrong

numbers,; bult you use phones just the seme. Do you withdraw from business Lecsuse dige
honest men are in it? But ”Let us altone' is the voice and the sttitude end sction of
meny of whom we urge the need for onen allegisnce with Jesus. "Let me alone -l ean

live just o5 good & Chyistizsn life ouﬁsJGe the church 2s I ezn in it., If that is so, then
Jesus made a mis orgenized the church,

ITI. When they want to lead the unrestrained life.

"Let us alone! We want to be free to live our lives in our own way.? A1l such think
the real 1ife is the untrsmmelied life--the life that never takes on the voke, thet never
feels the rein, that never takes the whip, that never bends to the will of God. '"Don't
bother me. If I want to do wrong thet is my privilege." That want to be wild Absaloms,
blind to the road of ruin they follow. They wanit to be Lots, unawere of the traged y that -
follows pltching the tent towerd Sodom. They wanit to be prodigals, comins to want in a
far country.

But no man escapes the reign of law by refusing obedience to it. HNatursl laws do not

aglk whether or nolt we give allegisnce to them. Gravity will crush us if we disobey it.
F?v@unll burn us if we sreccarsless., PFoisonous herbs will ki3l ws if we est them. Cold
will freeze us if we disregerd it and clothe nobt cur bodies with proper gzrments and

feed them with sustaining food. ‘hether you promisze to obey the lsws of God or not, nature
will deal out her judrments immertielly. You escone no law by refusing obedience. There
ig ne land to which you cen flee where you may heve license te be lawless. Freedonm comes
through obedience to law. Hewpiness follows the swrrender of the will to God, - The path
of duty is the path to glory without snd to peace within, Duty is binding upon uvs

because we are in God's world, qudortec by God's bounty, and wnder obligetion incident

to His mercy and love.

Why say, "Let us zalone,™ when we would warn you of the chasm ahead? Why say, "let us
alone," when we would have you come from death to life through accevtance of Jesus.
Christ as your Saviour? Why say, "Let us alone," when we would have you to do that
which is best for you and your loved ones? Why say, "let us alone,” when we would have
you turn from the husks and the hogs to feasts and joy snd blessedness? The gains of
ungedliiness are weighlted with the curse of God,

"Let us aloneV-~thisg bold ststement sets forth the peace terms of evil. One fact con-
ecerning evil is never disputed--it is engeged in & desperate warfare with good. All
its powers are arrayed against right. Right and wrong cennot live together; one
exterminates the other. In the face o? the overpowering might of right, evil offers
peace on simple terms--"Let us alone.," The cry of the man with an unclean spirit is the
ery of evil all down the ages--"let us slone." Any gereration can get along with evil
and be populer with evil if it will accept the one condition-~-leave it alone. That is
what the liquer busineses asks. That is whet drug traffickers ask. That is what the vice
lords ask, That is what drunken drivers ask. The evil within us is willing to make
terms on the same condition. No man ever knows how gepeat the force of evil is until

he beging to battle with it. ILet him declare war on unholy habits, on unclean thoughts,
on unruly tempers, and he will socn disecover the savagery with which they contend.

Iife would be easy if no war on evil was ever necesgary.

Tt must never be Torgotten thet evil will not leave us alone. We mey allow the liguor
busiress to run undisturbed. But it never cegses its attack on the home, the femily,
the church, and the state. Bad habits mey go on in their undisvuted sway, but they do
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not leave us alone. They debauch and debase. To accept evil's terms is to die. To
war against evil is our only chance 1o live.

we think thet God impoverishes us with too meny demands; that He exhausts us
too mmerous to be snswered. But vhen we ssk to be let alone it is our
§ not our strengths our foolishness fhat jsbbhers, not ouwr wisdom
wr exhenstion that specks, not our resson. The vroyer we should offer is

left slope, ut to be an object of divine scliecitude and called upen to snswer
“hen God Jeis a men aleone his doom iz sealed.

&}

Because they do not want to think of the judgment.

There is a grest judgment day somewhere in the fuilure--a terrible day slready =set down
in the purposes and plans of God. "Because He hath appointed a day, in the which He
will judze the world in righteousness by that men Vhom He hath ordained; whereof he
hath given assurance umto all men, in that He hath raised Him from the dead.” Jesus
Christ will be the Judge. The secrets of men will be revealed,

Iet me say,
"7 4rill not let you slone.®

You are

& drowvaing men. I have the Gospel life-boat. I will not leave you to drowm.
You &re a stervi
g

= men. 1 heve the bread of life. I will not leave you without food,

Took teo Jesus who is heaven's bresd for earthls bungzer. You are a poisoned man, full

Lot

pf the poiscn of sin. T bave Christ's gosnel antidete. T will not leave you to die.

T will not lesve vou alone. You ere in the dark, erd I would speak the truth that would
bring you to light., You sre in bondspe, and I would gpesk the truth that would bring
vou to liberty. You are in sickness, and I would snezk the truth that would bring you
+o hesith.  You sre in the bresd way thet leadeth to destruction, and I would spesk the
truth thet would bring you ito the nerrow road that Jeads to life. Yom are on a wvild sea,
end T would speak the truth thet wovld bring you to the harbor. You ere in the prip of
the bes-constrietor of ein, and I would relesse you. You ere im death, and I would give
you 1ife,

T will not leave you alone. Deride me as you will, I point you to the Lemb of God
Vho taketh away the sin of the world. Regardless of your sttitude, still I would
urge you to come out of your shameful failure and loss into the gloriocus gain of
fhrigt's eross. Come to the Savicur and do so without delay,



