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THE HLO¥R RROTHER
Tuke 15:25-31

This parable porirays s young man who got tired of the resitrsinits of life at home. Ionging
for sights unseen and experiences uniried, he reguested his father o divide his estate
end give to him the portion that he would eventually inherit. Eeluctantly the father
granted his reguest. It is significant that the record says, "He divided unto them his
living.? The slder brother remainsd &t home like 2 dutifvl son and left the fathar in
vossession of his share of the estate. :

With his inheritance in poritable form, the younger brother went forth o be independent,

to do as he yleased, and to meke a fortune for himself. In due time his resources were
completely exheusted and all of his associates deserted him. In desperation he accepied
emplovment as & swineherd., Hearbsick, homs-sick, frisndless and peaniless, he sat down

to think., Z¥re long, he decided 10 go back home and confess his sin. Mesnwhile, his father
was weibting and waiching for hin %o return. He was far morg anxious for him %o come back
than the boy wes to return. VWhen the father saw the prodigal in the distence, he recog-
nized him, had compassion on him, ran %o him, threw his arms around his neck and kissed
him, He led him into the houvss, calleéd his servanits and bade them place 2 robe upon his
back, put 2 ring upon his Ffinger and sghoes upon his fest., From svery standpoint the young

>

man received a rovel welcome.

4% the time of his brotherils resppearance, and while all of this was going on, the slder
brother was busy with his duties in the field. He had not been informed of what had trans-
pired. When he ceme home, this rict of happy revelry bursi upon him as a complete sur-
prise. He only returned in time for the aftermath of the recepiion, the mausic and the
dancing. It was a day of greet rejolcing in the household thai had been opyressed with
anxisty. The anxiety which for so leng had shown itself on the fatherts face hed vanished.
The glcom on the faces of the servants had given wey %o gliadness. Fut there was one who

refused 0 shere in the gensral joy over the prodigells rebturn.
g 405 X _

A study of this elder brother will be profitsbls to us. He is an accurate picture of
many church members. His countsrpart cen be seen in every church.

I. He was suspiclous,

2

Hind he called one of the servants, snd asked what these things mesnt." Iuke 15:26.

He "agked what these things meant.® You can catch the tone of criticism and suspic-
ion in the words, What does this mean? There is the attitude of aloofnesns, the
readiness to be offended, the spirit of touchiness in this man, 38 he drsws near to
the house,

Are you entirely free from the suspicious spirit? Do you have that critical spirit?
Are you epsily offended?

N

II. He was gullen.

HAnd he was angry, and would not gzo in: therefore came his father ouil, and entreated
him.® Iuke 15:28.

When he ssked one of the servants what it all meant, he was told that his brothsr had
come back and that his father had given him s wonderful welcome because he had
returned safe and sound. Cne might have expscied hiam to say, "How wonderfull Our
wravers have been answered. My Drother hes returned. How glad I ami®  Instead of
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that, he was possessed with o terrible spirit of jealousy. "He was angry, and would
not go in."  His attitude was, "Itm going to siay outside. I'm not going to have
anything to do with this whole affsir." Have you ever reacted like that? Heve you
aveyr known anyone else to resct in such & way? :

Ok, the havoc this terrible thing called Jeslousy csuses in our iives and in ocur
sorvice for Godi If jealouvsy takes possession of us, 1% will starve oubl 2ll joy and
neace and power from the 1ife, Tnfortunaiely Jealousy exists in many hearis.

What wonld you have done, if you had been in the place of the elder vrother? Would
vou heve stayed oubside sulking, or would you have Jjoined the pariy?

This calebration made the eldsr brother zngry. Why was he angry? I% was not be-
cause his prodigsl brother had done hin any harm. His anger was born of envy. He
was envious. Therefore, there wasn't sny joy in this occasion for him. A1l the
masic was discord because it was not played in his honor alone. The feasit was alto~
gether unpalatable becauss it_waé not prepared solely for himself. He was possessed
of that hidsous demon of envy, therefors any honor dons o emother was a galling dis-
honor 0 himself,

Invy is the child of hate. "It has no comneciion vhatsoever with love. We never
envy thoss whom we truly love. "Love envieth not." Envy is that fiendish spirit
that makes one feel uncomfortable when the ability, or attainmend, or character of
another is praised. It ig that hellish serpent that sfings us when we hear of ths

prosperity of = rival,

This elder brother wag sulky. He acied like a2 pouting child., He wanted {o bes coaxed
and made over. He wanisd Lo fccupy the center of the stage, snd resorted o sulking
in order to gain it. He would rather sulk than sing over the retura of his brother,
He was jealous because of the love his fether was bestowing on his younger brother,
He was jeslous becanse of the enjoyment cof the household over the return of the prodi-
gal. He was jealouns because of the fessting. dJealousy distorts the reason, stiflea
the flow of joy, and feeds iits vicitim on misery.

He was slavish,

"io, thess meny years have I slaved for thee." As you listen to those werds, you
can ascarcely doubt that while-hs had been doing the righi thing, he had been doing
it in the wrong way. And it is pogsible teo work for God in the wrong way, and to
gserve Him in the improper smiriit.. ¥hile he has been bringing profii %o his father
81l that time, there has been a caleulating spirit as to how much he ovght to have,
and a sugegesiion bebind it 21l that things had not turnsd out as he expected.

He was irritated and grieved because his service had not received recompense. How
tregic is this selder brother sititnde toward Christian service: +to be busy in the
work of the Lord, but instead of doing it oul of pleasure snd delight because it is
God's work, %o 4o it ms a slavel Really, the elder dbrother was serving himself in-

stesd of his father.
He was self-righteous.

Neither transgressed I 2% sny time thy commandment.® How guick he wes to tell his
father thai he had not transgresssd bis commandments ai any timel One wonders if
that was really true? Bui, even if it were, does it not savour of a "holisr-than-
thout spirit? It is very essy 1o slip into that attitude and to say in rather a
picus way, "i'm better than other Christisns.¥ With words poisoned with malice he
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upbraided his father, branded his drother, and bragged on himself. *I have never
transgressed.” His righteousness was of the negative variety. He sald he had not
done any evil, but had he done any good? He thought he was so much better than his
brother. He had not sguandersd sny porition of the inheritance in the far country.
Te hsd not left hisz father mourning. He was the sort of men who never made & mis-
teke in his life, in his own estimetion. Listen to himl How superior he isi And
how supremely satisfied with self! He had never visited the for couniry. He had
never sowed any wild osis. He had not marred and scarred himself by years of dis-
sivetion.” He had remeined thoroughly decent, and he-was proud of it. -He overesiime--
ted his imporiancs and consequenily dwelt upon his model behavier to such a degree
that any attention shown to another was interpreied by him a3 & slight wpon himsell;
while the one who received such attentions was despised as aliogether unworthy of

consideration.

These gualities are alwsys atitendant upon conceit.  The Pharisees firusted in them-
selves, that they were righteous, and despised others®; and when the Lord showed
faver to the publicans and sinners, they felt as if he hsd insulted them. A persom
who is always thinking of his own excellences takes offencs where and vhen none is
means. Onsts apprecistion of another is by him interpreted as a deprecistion of
himself.

"Neither transgressed T at any time thy commendment.¥ There is 2 superior air of
self-satisfociion zbout the words. Thers ig neither respeci, nor consideration, nor
£ilisl piety in his heart as he utiters those words. It is so easy to be kept out of
numerous blessings by a self-righteons attitude.

He was selfish,

"And yet thou never gavest me s kid, that I might meke merry with my friends.®

He was sbsolutely full of himself; snd that, perheps, is the chisfl characteristic
of & earnal Christian. It is the self-life predominating, instead of the Hely
Spirit being in contrel.

What does gelfishness lead to? Three things. TFirst, it pubs out the syes, so that
men see nothing. Second, it closes up the heart, so that men fesl nothing. Third,
i% ties fast the hands, so that men do nothing. All of these it 4id with this slder
brother. He did not see the condition of his brother, the bigness of his father!s

" heart, the compzssion of his father’s love, noer the gracious fortune of his own posi~
_tion. He felt nothing because his heart was closad, He did not feel his own kinship

to his brother, apy responsibiliiy for his brotheris encouragemsnt and safe~keeping,
nor the sppeal of his father's love. And the result eof it was that he did nothing.
Selfishness does for one todey exactly what it did for that elder brother.

Ee was self-centered.

¥ pnd he spswering said to his father, Lo, these many years do I serve thee, neither
transgressed I at any time thy commandment: and yet. thou never gavest me a kid, thai
I might meke merry with my friends.® Imke 15:29.

In this verse slone we find the cepital "I" three times. He was always talking sbout
himself, calling attenition to YHumber Ome," wanting to be in the center of the pic-
ture, relating every conversation back sgain to himself, and, of course, wanbting
eppreciation,

Are these things true of us? Are we zlways wanbing to be in the center of the pie-
ture? Are we slways talking of ourselves, of our affairs, and of our achisvements?
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Are we self-centered, selfesssertive, self-opinionated? This is certeinly not the
wzy our Lord expechts us fo live. : '

Listen to the elder brother! How self-centersd he wasl I% is "I, I, I, me, me, me,"
a1l ths tine. The self-righteous and self-centered person 2lways thinks about how
others ought %o honor him, and not how he can help others. ind 2 concelied person
ig slvays censcrious,.

VII. He was self-pitying.

fihow never gavest me 2 kid, that I might mske merry with my friends." TWhat a soryy
spectacle he makes | He hed not grown up emotionally. He acted just like & beby.
Fis brother was in the cenier of things, getting all the attention. It was for him
the fatted calf had been killed. He was ihe one who wors the ring and the robe and
the shoes. That was entirely tco much for the elder brother, so he wes filled with
# horribie self-pity.

Self-pity destroys onels sense of values. "Thou never gavest me g kid," was his
complaint; to whick the answer cf the fatber was, "All that I have is thine.® The
elder brother placed more valve upon a trivielity which he did not pofsess than upon
211 the wealth that wes his,

How often is our semse of velues in danger of being desivoyed in Christien service
and fellowship! Some smre not given a pari on the program, or agked 1o SDeak or D=
pointed on a committes when they think they ought to be zsked. Ve are passed over
and somebody else is chosen in the place of us. Somebody siis in our pew. The minis-
ter Tziled to ¢zll on me to do 80 and so0. WMr. or Mrs, So-snd-30 gave me & strange
lock.

Seliwnlty degtroys our bappiness. %And he was angry, snd would not go in.¥ It was
s great day of rejoicing in that household thay had been oppressed with anxiety feor
so long. Seif-pity destroys fellowship. He would not ¢ell hin "my drother,? be-
ceuse he was blinded by the tears of self-pity. He was Jjust like & baby; end 1t is
possible for us to act in this way, and if we do, we sipply menifest spirituvel in~
meturity. It ig apparent to all excepi ourselves that we are spirifual dwarfs.

Self-pity destroys onels usefulness. “Therefore came his father oud, and intreated
him.? Ch, these pouting people who have to be entreated before they will workl
They hLave been upset, their festhers have been ruffled, they have climbed up the
miff-tree, and some people would have you spend and wasie e lot of time in ftrying
to pecify them, to smooth thelir ruffled feathers, to try 0 zel them to come down
out of the miffe-iree and 0 come back on the job for the Lord. I cen find 2 much
better way to spend the time which the Lord gives to ms.

that elder brother was comrlsiely oud of sympathy with his father., WMot only did he
£531 to share his father's concern over his brother, but he guestioned his father's
aciions. He &id not sgree with what his father had done. He ¢id not think it was
lawful for his father to give his younger brother such sz wonderful welcome. He
ghestioned the wisdom of hisg father, the ways ef his father, snd the will of his
father., Meybte you are doing the same with your Heavenly Pather. '

ViIi.BEe was sarcastic,

BByt =8 soon =8 this thy SOn was come, which hath aevaure@ thy living wifk hariois,
thou hast killed for him the fetted ecalf.h  “uke 1530,
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‘He referred to his brother as #thy son,¥ and not as "my brother.® It was ss if he
was saving, fI'm not assecisfed with him. He is thy som, but he is noi my brother,?
He was so resdy %o condemn his brother. He condemned him instead of having concern
for him. He imegined that bis brother had gotten the best of the bargain. He
thought, of what benefit is it to serve the father if those who serve him least get
the most. Visuslize the curl on his lip as he sneesred, ¥This thy son.” Thus he
wronged the father bty accusing him of injustice. 3Because his own pride was wounded
he wronged his brother, He hurt his father, he wounded his brother, bui ihe heavi-
est blow fell upon himself. He would not go in, but remsined ouiside, nursing his
sense of wrong, justifying himself, and growing hotter end hobtter as he thought how
tadiy, how unkindly and how unjusily he had been treated.

In the tender, loving, gracious and wooing words of the father, as recorded in verse
31, we have the cure for carnslity and the way into victory and fulness of blessing.
What did the father say? He said, "Son, thouw art ever with me, and 8ll that I hawe

is thine."

i. Think of your Privilsge.
You are my son. Heve you meditated on the wonderful fact that you are a child
of God? We should be sshemed of our inconsistency in allowing the carnal things

we have mentioned o remain any longer in our lives.

2. Thipk of your Fosition.
Hifhou art ever with me." This is true of us. We are at this very moment seated
with Christ in hesvenly places. #EBlessed be the God and Father of our Lord
Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us with a1l spiritusl Dblessings in heavenly places
in Christ." Think of your pesition, Christisn! How uawerthy for one in such
a position to be carnall

Se Think of your Possessiong.
HA11 thet I have is thine.? Fhe cure for carnality is to become Spirit-filled
and Christ-possessed. Our Heavenly Father cen be trusted %o give us 21l the
zrace we need, 21l the opportunities that we can use, and all the blessing and
pover with which we can be entrusted.



