THE PURPOSE OF CHRIST'S COMING

Tuke 1 3:57-80

Through the years, the subject, "Why Christ Came To Zarth", has engaged the thought-
ful and earnest sttention of thecloglans, historisng, vhilosophers, =nd reformers.
Even now, there is confusion in the minds of many recarding the purpose of Christls
coming to the earth. GSome think that Fe came teo te "he Fetherhood of God snd
the Brotherhood of Man," Some think thet Be came to sel a besutiful emample for
mankind. Others think thal He cume to reorgsnize society slong new lines, Still
others think thst He came to proclaim new ethiesl principles by which men were to
mold their lives, But there is no need for any uncertziniy concerning the purpose
of Christ's coming., No one can mistake the meaning of nlain and explicit words
like, "This is a faltbful saying, and worthy of all scceptation, thst Christ Jesus
ceame into the world to save SLnnerso :

I. Christ Came On a2 Divine Mission.

He stepped down from Eis throne of glory, laid agide His infinite glory, and
consented Lo enter this world through the lowly door of Bethlehem's manger,
Fe came to reveal the love of God, the grace of Christ, aznd the need of man.

Ii. Christ Came To a Needy Place.

"Christ Jesus came into the world." This world to which He came ls populated
with simners., When we refuse to render God the love and devotion due Him,

we sin. Vhen we take anything that does not belong to us, we sins When we
desire that which is not lawfully ours, we sin.

When Christ came to earth, the darkness of paganism overshadowed Pslestine,
and the derk places of the earth were full of cruelty. But with Christ came
light to dispel this darkness, scatter cruelty, relieve the oppressed, and
help the poor and needy. : :

III. ©Christ Game Por a Great VWork,
1, To Give Light.

What the sun is to the material world, that Ghrist is to uws in the spiri-
val world. He is the Author or source of light. As the face of nature
revives or withers according as the influence of the sun is incressed or
diminisghed, =so the soul of man continues dead or is guickened according
as the Sun of Rightecusness withholds or imperts the invigorating rays.

Christ came to reveal God to men. By His coming He revealed the tender
dispositions of God towards men, showing His great desire to reseus, to
save, and to bless., Christ makes known what God is like and what He re-
guires of men.

Christ also came to reveal man to Himself as He is, namely, a sinner bsfore
God. He shows him hig sinfulnesg and helplessness and misery, and noints
out the way to passe from sin to salvatlion, or from death to 1life. He re-
vesled the way to Ged and to Heaven. He revealed the way by which sinners
might gelt rid of their sins and be saved from their power,
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To Save Sinners.

"Chrigt Jesus came into the world to save sinmers.” He did not come into

the world to upbraid simners. ¥e did not come to punish sinmers. He did

not come to condemw sinners., He did nolt come to reform sinners, nor to

help sinners to do better. But He did come to save them freely and fully.
Christ ceame to save sinmers from the venalty of thelr sins by bearing that
penalty in His own body on the cross. OCbrist came to save sinners from the
power of sin during their Christian lives here on this earth. Christ came

to save sinmers from the presence of sin. When He takes them home to be with
Him, this will be accomplished, ‘

Christ's coming inbo this world mesnt the dawning of a new day in humen
history., The world has never been the same since His coming. To the infant
Christ, Zachariazs gave the beautiful and suggestive name, "the Dayspring
from on High". He was the eternal light not only of one home, bul of all
homes., This striking name impressively suggeste the deep darkmess of the
world before Christ came, and the heavenly light of knowledge and purity
and comfort and hope which He brought.

Christ's coming was iike the dayspring in its besuty. That beauty was like
that of The morning fresh amd wnexpescted in its charm. I

: He did not come as
men expected. They looked for & conguercr. He came as an infant. 4And
since His day childhood has tzken on & new attraeiivehess and & new sacred-
negs. Childhood has been elsvated znd gﬂu;ified, Christ came with the
beauty and the hopefulness of & 1ittle child and taught 211 men to see in
Hig cradie the hope of a new end better day for the human race.  Christ's
coming was like the dayspring in its power, Thirk of the vast transforma-
tion which Christ has already effected upon the whole framework of human
society, in its sympathies and in its charities and in its labors,

His coming wes the doom of the dominion of man over man, which was cslled
glavery. Christ did so much for the child as well as for the sglave. Think
of the terrible treatment of little children before Christ came, and even
of the treatment they still recelve in the dark places of the earth where
He is still unknowno :

Then thirk of how much the advent of Christ has meant to womanhood. Women
is no longer what she was so lomg, the mere servant or toy of men, but
wherever the gospel of Christ is preached and wherever His spirit rules,
she becomes the genuine compenion of man and is restored to her native
dignity and her true vocabtion.

Christ is to the spritusl health what the sun is to the physical health.
Dey by day He bringe spiritusl health to those who sre diseased in soul,
comfort to those whe mourn, and rest to the weary and heavy-laden.

To Guide Us Imto The Way 6f Peace.

Christ came tc guide our wandering, wayward feet into the way of peasce. . He
desires that we shall have pesce with Cod, peace with our fellowmen, and
peace with ourselves.

Even in this Christmss season there are many who do not appreciate the great
Gospel vproclemation that the season brings with it, the message of salvation
from on high, bringing deliverance and pardon to all who believe, joy and
happiness to the world, and the assurance of eternal life to all who put
their trust in Christ as thelr personsl Saviour.



