CHRIST REBUEES SEIFISHNESS

ke 14:7-11

In the verses preceding this lesson, we are told that Christ Jesus had accepted an invitation
to dinner with one of the Pharisees, In accordsnce with the custom prevailing in that
country, an invitation was extended z4d the time of the gathering was anmounced. This
practice gave those invited amnle opportunity to arranpe thelr affairs and be prevared

when the feast actually took place. Then, when sveryihing was resdy, servants were gent

out to advise the guests that the time was at hand.

Leeording to oriental custom, at such a feast the guests reclined on couches, leaning on
their left elbows. The Yechief seai™ was of"ten elevated above the rest. It was reserved
for the guest of honor, one more distinguished or held in higher esteem. It was located
next to the host and was assigned io the most highly honored guest, and each successive

place was assigned to those of leszer importance.

As Christ Jesus locked about the room in the home of the Pharises in which the feast had
been spread, He gave particular attention fo the msrnrer in which the invited guests selected
for themselves the best seats al the table., Naturslly, certain places at the tahle had
been reserved for the honored guesis, as the host misht appoint., Of course, the cbservant
Christ watched the ill-msnnered guests who vielzted 811 rules of propriety and goed judgment.
Unimown to them, Christ had been watching the other guests st the feagt as they picked out
the best places for themselves, e was disvlessed snd disgusted with the self-esteem,
self-dimporiance, selfish ambition snd pride which they manifested in their strugrgle to

stion ig that there had heen somewhat of 2 mad scramble
on the part of those supposedly digmified guests to oceupy the places of honor at the table,

" .
occupy the besgt seat. The implic

True etiguette at a feast always leads a guest to awailt the appointment of the host or
hogtess. On him or her resits the resvonsibility of determining precedence. While doing
far more than giving instruction in etiguette, Christ taught that the courteous proecedure,
when one is bidden to a feast, is not to seat himself until the host or hostess tells him
where he should sit,

This unseemly scramble for positions of prominence wag characteristic of the Pharisees,

but by no mesns limited to them. Getting shead, even at the expense of others, seems to
have been guite the thing in cur Iordis time on the earth, as it is today. This sort of
gcramble for the first and best places is 8till evideant on buses, street cars, trains and
planes., Even in the homes, members of the same family fregquently try to get the best food.
But, we must ever remember that the watehful and all-seeing eye of Christ is always cobserving
how people live and act. Nothing ever escapes His careful scrutiny. When He sees selfish
and embitious pride msnifested, He 1s couragecus enough to rebuke those who sin in this
regard, With severe frankness He deliberately, delicately and decisively called the matter
to the attention of the offenders and admonished them to change thelr practices.

Our lord used this parsble to teach a great lesson on humility. To the guests at the
feast who were jostling one another for the chief places, which had not been assigned to
them and to which probably they were not entitled, He remarked that the proper conduct on
such an occasion would be for them to take the lower seats, and then, if they deserved
higher seats, the host would invite them to come up higher.

The surest way to the seat of honor is to take the lowest seat, not in mock humility, but
in perfect sincerity. One should not iske the lowest place merely with the thought of
possible promotion, but with a2 sense of rezl humility end a willingness to remain umnoticed
and unhonored. It is far better to be invited to the higher place than to seek it for
oneself, One should not try for the vplace of honor because it is for the honorable person.
Cne who strives and struggles to sit in the place of honor proves thereby that he is not
honorable, Think that over!
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Seif-exaltation leads to abasement, whereas self-abasement leads to exaltation. Humility
commends a person to others, whereas selfish smbition usually leads to demotion. If one
pushes himself into the hlgnest plzce, he may be asked to take the lowest place "For
whesoever exalteth himself shall be zbased; and he that humbleth himself shall be exalted.®
Loke 14:11. "God resisteth the proud, but giveth grace unto the humble." James L:6.
"Humble yourselves in the sight of the Iord, and He shall 1ift vou up."

A general rule is laid down here, namely, the proud are always humbled, sconer or later.
This prineciple is and always wll1 be true. Demotion is the shame of the proud, while
prowotion is the glory of the humble, The person who craves the praise of men and sirives
for precedence among men reveals his own selfishness snd pride which inevitably lead to

a fall,

Over and over our Lord taught that the humble man would be the exalted one. He declared
that the pathway to the high place was by wey of the lowly place. OF cource, this teaching
was contrary to natural instinet, vhich declares that every one must strive to get shead
of others.

Christ Jesus was the perfect pattern of humility. He "took upon him the form of a servant,
and was made in the likeness of men: &nd being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself,
and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross, Wherefore Cod also hath

highly exalted him, and given him a name which is above every neme." Philippisns 2:7-9,

Andrew Murray once remarked that mumility becomes us as sinners and as saints.  When we
mow our own hearts as ginners, we shall always feel that our place is the lowest., And
the operation of grace in transforming us into saints increases humility instead of
fostering pride. The‘waj up in spiritusl things is always down. Humility, which is so
despiged by the world, is precious in the ﬂlght of God, and will be rewarded by Him.
Thoge who live humbly and modestly, remaining unuoncerned aboat thelr own selfish 1nter33us,
will receive the very best for themselves. Lhe one who has sxperienced the redesming
love of Christ and imbibed His spirit will gladly teke the place assigned him, faithfully
doing his work without any effort to be noticed, and at the same time he will courteously
recognlze the righits of others, Honor is not a cheap thing just to be grasped at the
moment, but something which is earmed and is received as a token of respect because of
merit some where.,



