BELIGIONSIY GOING TO
Luke 18: 9=34

Thie i sluaye a populsr psrable with people vho Jo not go to church, becsuese they
think it entirely justifies them in their eowrse of sction. YTheyinterpret the Phsrisee
to mesn the person vhs is striet in religions cheervaness, who is Town?® in his place
Sunday =fter Suney, vho limite his givirg fo systemstic principles, »un* whe
Aiseiplivres his 1ife by nets of selfwienisl; while the role of the publlean they :
esaing to themselves though it mey be nuestioned how fer they pley the part with real
heart-rendering repentance uhich is ths csuse of hies going ﬁﬁwn to hi& house juﬁtxfied
rather than the other.

However, thiz is not the mesning of the nerable, It iz simed st the sort of
spirit which trusts in itsself. The purpose of the parsble ie smwmed up in the
wvordst ®*Jegus spake this parable to e@rtain vho truste” in themeselves thet they
wers rightedus: ond Aesplised others, :

This prrable iz one of the most geathing th-t Jesus ever utlered. It was
addresss? to certsin self-smtisfied soule vho ftrust in themeslves ss b@ln& righteous,
npd who, as the outcome of this trust, locke”® Aowm on others. The picture ip the
pareble 1=, of course, s eartoon; but like 21l good cart@mus the ewphesie iz on
asetunlity. It eppesrs thet by thie perable Jesus simed tor

1. Prove thst self-righteousness is possible.
2. Prove thst self-rightecusness grows Trom the root of self-teception.
2, Prove thet selferighlecsusness snd gontempt for others sre clesely nllied.
4e Condemn growndless contemrt snd be? opinilons of others, .
5, Expose snd reprove thet prrt of self-love which msies one prou? of his
oun rightecusnese, : '
&. BHebuke an? subtue the spirit of eelf-rightecusness.
7. FRecormend repeniance snd hueillty towsrds God as the first sleplo smendment.
8. Revive the spirit of the contrite end embolden them to hope in Go?'s mercy.
¢, Ceution ngeinst prifte , formelity in religion, sn? resing in »nything short
of the stoning blood of Christ.

In imaginstion go vith me on & journey to & tenple of worship in the 4=ys of our
Isr?, Let we Arop in behind twe worshippers and wntc% ther closely, thereby seeking
te Pind flawe in owr own sttitudes nn? practices, These tvo men furnish 2 spiritusl
clinic for seif-exsminntion, They are designoted ss, "One a Pherisee, the other a
publienn.”® A compsrison in the speech of our sy vould be, "One z church men, and
the other »n outbroken sinner unifentified vith the chureh, bl svidenly moved upon
to seek God.% In both of these cherscters we fipd ﬁﬁmﬁmmas virtues an® flswe in
gloring eontrast. Mechsniesl snd epiritusl religion were never set in contrast more
foreefully then by our Lord in the lesson of this hour. This story presente three
gherp contrasts hetween the two men., The contrests are betusceniwwe= :

7 I, Their Cheracters

1., The Pharisee

: He elimbs the staps of The uhurch s if the uhole institutiocn were his,
But in spite of his glsring Jefects, he hrz certain goot qualities thatd
ought to meke some of who criticize him mohsped,

{1} He is Aevoutly religious men,
He belongs to the church an” gives it his hesriy support. By so
Aoing, he is publiely vroclsiming his falth In those Torces that



are molders of cherseter snd the very safeguards of eivilizstion,

He nttends the serviess of the temple. He supports the institutional

worship. He gives the tenth, It iz the custon smong The morse
: Aevout to feet twice per week. He is punctilisue in thiz obzervencs.
{2) He iz 8 celesn moral men.

0f hisz pergonsl hebits he ean truthfully ssy, "I 2n not an sdullerer,
. I am clean morsily.® Heny who woul? criticlize him cannot ssy it,

{3} He ie an honest business mmn.

' He iz rigifly sousrs and honest in his businsss relstions., He is of
unquestioned integrity. He cen irvuthfully sey, "I #m not an
extortioner.® He iz not s money grabber, chesting those with vhon
he does buginessz., He i not like sonme v need some work “one and

vhen they Tin? somebody slmost sterving get thes fo o a Aolinrsg

worth of work for twenty-five or fifty cents snd then call it cherity.

He does noit take aévantﬁge of one's ignorsnes and cherge two prices

and esll it good bueiness vher God enlls 1t stesling. He is stmig&z%‘
- with his fellovmnn snd the government., :

{4) He is » highly respected citisen,

Az n Pharigee he belongs to the best society, and being well %}mugﬁt
of =n? spchken of, he hes » very desirsble wyating in the mmmnty.
. Seemingly, he is = resl ssset te the camumty.
{5} He is = very generous men.
He gives tithes of sll thst he possesses, He supw@rtﬁ the mata,tutieml
worghip, He favors sn® suprorts institiétions for the preotection and

_ improvement of society. The poor never cry wmto him in pain..

{6} Be is guite prou? of himsslif.
He is shove the average in his commumity azﬁ is a5 goo? a8 mxy ke

' k¥nows. He sees no fl2us in himself, an? is the best men to be found,
according to his oun estimstion. Eia high opinion of himeelf is
shown by hiz ﬁ%t@ment, “I tham* thee thet I em not ee the resi
of men,¥ ,
2, The Publiesn

{1) He is not & deeply religious msn,
{2) He is= s Aishonest men.
- He oannot be honest sn? continue in his business for extortion snd
arockedness are necegsery to mmke the busineces of publiosn pay.
. I%t ie the Bmsest of 21l livelihoods.
{3} He is = stingy mwen., ' o
. He is a miserable old skinflint. HMoney is his god end upon the alter
of greed he smerifices his 21l. He mllows himself to becowe &
contemptible eatls-paw in order %o sstisly the mmster passion of
hig life, which is getting of meomney. He gets »ll the pmoney he can
.+ and cans sll of it he gete. _
{4) He is lookes down on by his felicvien,
He is regarded se @ socisl viff-paff, He is rot clagsed smong the
eo~cnlled better people, He never enters exclusive goenil e:mzles.
He iz conzidered 2 limbility to the mmumity, ‘
{5} He is conscious of his sins,
In his own eyes he is the one praeminent ginnerw-the chief of sinners.

nduch ﬁt

Draun by & wniversal instinet to m'ay; these two mm:; shom we hove just eontrasted
meet at church or in the temple. The prayers of these men fling wide open the
windows that look into their very sculs. Let us listen tof »—-



1, The Pherissce's Prayer

Hotiee with whst preminense =nd frecuency he [lourishes the big ¥I®. He says,
"God, I therk thee, that I are not as other men sre, extortioners, wnjust,
adulterers, or even as this publiesn. I fest tulce in the wesk., [ give tithes
of all that ] possess.® Vhat o prayer! These wor?s simply telil us vhat kind

" of 8 wan he is. They iell usle-

{1) He hsa s good eye on himself.
He bigins his praver by enuwmerating his virtues, He Aesms himself gqusli-
fied %o pray because of these virtuss., He thinks of Go? ze being =8
satisfied with exbernsl conduet snd not ss recuiring purity =nd hunility
of heart, In hiz enumerstion of his virtues he fails tc see his shorit-
eomings. Conse uentyly he econfesses only the sins of others, In his
cun mind he hrg supsrior religisus merit, He is prouw? of himself and
trustes in himeslf., He iz esturated with the spirit of self-sufliclency.

. He iz »n ideal perfectionist, claiming sinless perfestion.

42) He has & ad eve on othersa,

 Hsving no foult to find with hiwself, he has nothing good to sey for

others, It ssems %o be a rule thet the beatter we think of ourssives,
the worse ve think of others. He makes the mistake of eompering his life
with the life of disrervtable people and so teking to himeself the credit
of exalted superiority. He should lock in the other 4irection. If you
vould eome to s juet sstimste of your charscter, look =t those better
‘thsn you, apd eompers yourself with them; look et those uhow God hes set
for our exemples nnd messure yourself by them ant thie Phariseic trust
and pride in youwr own gootness will melt sawey lilke frost belore the sun.

{3} He hes mo eye on God, : :

He beging his prayer by using the veord, €00, bul we esn be perfectly
 swre that he has no sense of the Divine presence. We osn be sure for
“this resson, he has uo sense of sin, Vherever snd whenever sny roul
gets = vision of God, there follews alusys a2 sense of sin. Vhere there

iz no sense of sim, we may be perfectly sure theil there ig no sense
of God. ' '

Very fow peopls are eilly enough to think thet they =re as good 28 they wight
be, but meny, looking srownd snd couprring themselves with others, Jo not compare
favorably to themselves. They ssy, ® Toubllese, I am not ee good 2¢ I might be, bub
I == better then so and zo." o

2. The Publican's Preyer. : _
How different is the prayer of the publicsn whe has been driven io this
place of prayer by his sense of need. He clesims no superiority. His
only uniguenese is thrt his need is more desperrte tham that of his fellows.
He has no virtues %o bomst sbout. Feeling his sinfulness snd helpleseuness,
ke poes streight to God with full confesselon of his sine and sppesls for
merey only. He says, "God by mereiful to me THE sinner.” His prayer ie
s sonfession of sin. He hes not only Adone wrong, but he is wrong.

{1) He is sensible of the holiness of God,

{2) He is fully concious of hie own sinfulness. |
%e sees himself wnworthy, wdone, and uiterly helpless,



{3 He publiely confesses himself = sinrver,
{4) He huombly but very esrnesily begs for uercy.

They 4iffer greatly in the spirit in which they spproach the throme of God.
The Pharisee sppreaches it in the splrit of self-satisfaction. It is less = piayer
in which he gsve thenks to God then s e@ngratnlat@ry in which he addregged himself.
The publiesn's prayer reveals & spirit of Aeep huwility sn? self-sbapenent, The
prayer of self-sxulstation evoked the Divine Aisplessure, wheress, the prayer of
humility evoked the Tivine favor., One csme parsding his virture sn? uttered lgnoring
God, while the other came plesding his nes? snd supplicating God,

- IXY, Theiy Conditions Wwon leavine Chuyrch

And now the service is over an? the worshippers are on their uasy home. ﬁha%
hag It Aone for these Ywo men whose prayers we have just hesral

1, The Pharisee
{i} He has recelved nothing, ‘
He hag gone awey without the ?0&9& of God uvpon his up&rit
Be bes gone sway unhelped end unblessed.
He hss no room for Christ irn his heart becnuse it is too full of self

{2) Ee has gone muway worse then he care,
His self-sstisfoction hee mede him » victim of srresied Aevelopment.
The men who is as good ag he fesires Yo be will pet no better, He
iz 8 pathetie figwre,. 811 the mors so bacaﬁs& e reslly belleves
that he isg dmiug Godle will, —

(B)H@ had gone to hell:
¥hy? Becausetew
g, He trusted in himself
b, He Aid rnot roknoviedpe himself %o be 2 sinner
e. He 4id not ery to God for merey. Inntesd, he told God how good
© . he wase, :

2 ?hﬁ Publicsn . _
© {1} He hns been Pardoned.
. {2) Be has been cleznsed,
{3) ‘He hag beer regenerated.
{4) He has been given 2 new sg&rit
{5} He has gone to hesven. ’
Why? Becsusel e ‘ '
7. He has teken his rightful plsee as a simver %@fsreréaé.
b, Hs has ssked God for merecy.
‘¢« He hag recognive” thst there is no meray'exaept on the gr@nné
~of the shed blood of Jesus Christ.

Ths door of heaven ie open to anyone whe will do whet the pﬁbliﬁ&k Aid.



