STFTED SAINTS

"And the Iord said, Simon, Simon, beheld, Satan hath desired to have you, that he may sift
you as wheat: But I have prayed Lor‘ukee, that thy faith fail not: and when thou art
converted, strengthen thy brethren." Iuke 22:31-32.

God's Word presents the truths and lessons of lifle in & remsrkable way. It presents
pictures as real and as varied as Tife It portrays the saved and the unsaved, the haughby

:

and the humble, the saints and the sinners,

Our text was spoken by our Iord on the night when He was betrayed., A1 that sacred season
His disciples were wrangling as to which of them should rank as the greatest., He told
them that the way tc greatness was through service and by helving others, Then, with
sobering snddenness He warned them that they would be gifted by Satan,

Christ's coming into a humen life makes dil the difference there 1z belween 1ight and
darknesg, between good and evil, between life and death. Tf we sre truly His, we have
chenged our citizenship; we have a new alleglance; we are subject to a new Masier; we
belong to a heavenly kingdom--we sre no longer children of darkmess but children of Jight:
and we are to walk as children of light, The Scriptures are bound with teaching to the
effect that the children of God are never let alone by the adversary. "Your adversary
the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh sboui, seeking whom he may devour," I Peler 5:8,

With reference to Job Satan confessed that God had set a hedge sbout him, about his house,
and about all that he had, so thet he was unable to touch him. So God lengthensd Satan's
tether; gave him permission to rob Job of his vroperty, to teke awsy fronm him his family
and at last to afflict a severe bodlly ailment. A11 this Satan was permitied to do, and
vet he could not do what he wanted to de Tor God saild, "Do not touch his life.”

This incident reveals the fact that Satan cannot touch a child of Jod withoub divirne
vermigsion. He may sometimes be permitited, in the sovereign permissive will of Cod, to
become an instrument in our discipline and further tralning, but he never has full mower
over the believer.

I, 'The Danger To The Saints.

"ind the Iord said, Simon, Simom, behold, Satan hath desired tc have you that he may
sift you as wheat.”™ The pronoun “you' is plural--"Satan hath desired to have you

all, that he may sift you all as wheat.! Satan was asking for the privilege of sifting
all of the aposiles. He wanted the Iord to let him gift them intensively.

When Satan agked for the apostles in order that he might sift them, he was not making
a new request, Centuries earlier he had asked for Job that he might sift him. Perhaps
the case of Job was in Christ's mind when He addresmed this text to Peter.

In that hour all eleven apostles were in danger, and Peler wss especially so. Bui,
they were forewarned that Satan had asked o have them for the vpurvose of sifting
‘them, Hitherto, he had sifted them with a gentle agitation, DNow, he was seeking
vermission to shake them viclently, as wheat was sheken in the sieve. He wanted

to toss them o and fro with sudden and shsrp tempiationz, to distract their minds
with dismal forebodings and apprehensions, in the hepe that they would be induced

to take refuge in wiber defection., Our lord very frankly warned them of their danger
in order to induce them to wateh and to pray.

Satan not only desired to sift them, but he had glready received permission to do so.
The verse may be transiated, "Satan hath got hold of you," or "Satan hath procured
your beling surrendered to him." And the Drorovﬁ *rou® ig plurel, showing that it
was ?ot only Simon, bgt all the eleven, that Satan had desired, and for a period had
obtained for the specific purpose of =zift ng.
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By "gifting® is meant tesiting, or shaking in such a manner that part w
and part will remein., The sifting of wheat is a necessary process, T
be separated from the chaff, or the foreign substances taken from the a f
the earth, Before the wheat iz ready for use it must be sifted. Mo pzing must be
gpared to meke the process as thorough as possible.
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In the sifting process, Satan does his best to scatiter the wheat and to keep the
chaff, He asked to have Simon Peter thalt he might 8ift him, He was confident that
Simen's character was unsound, and that all of his professions were chaffy. Saten
ie still hurrying fto and fro in the world, peering into every kevhele of charscter
to find baseness there, and sneaking into every corner of the soul to deteet its
depravity. '

In a sense, the avostles brought the danger upon themselveg, They virtuslly invited
Satan into their company. Evidently they had ignored Christ's tesching concerning
humility and love. The evil spirit of envy and selfish ambition, which they had
narbored among themselves, atiracted Satan to that particular upper rcom. If they
had been more mumble and less selfish, if their hearts had been more guileless, and
if their characters had been atiuned by discipline o the teachings of their lord,
Satan would not have been atiracted to that upper reem, nor would they have stood
in such danger of an awful siftling,

Simon Poter is one of the most interesting Bible characters. His biography affords
ug a grealt stvdy in human nature and divine grace. In the ups and downs of bhis
experience we see a plcture of our oun lives. When we notice his failures, and then
obgerve what Christ made of him, we are grealtly encouraged.

Peter was a strong character and the feremost apostle., He would hsve made himself
felt 3n any association. He believed that he had certain qualities of courage and
strength vhich would snable him to follow the Master whithersoever EHe should lead.
Self-confidence was one of his greatest defects. It often caused him to speak and to
act too guickly, :

Setan degires to have each of Godls children. He does not readily relsase his hold
upon the lesst of them, He endesvors to impeir thelr ussfulness, to cripple their
influence, and to prevent them from rendering Christian service. He would like to
bring them back under his contrel if he could,

The Defence O0f The Szints.

Christ said, "But I have prayed for thee, snd thy faith fail not." The pronoun
"thee' is singular and refers to Simon Peter, the impulsive disciple who was so ready
to lead. Christ singled him out and told him that He had prayed for him. He knew
that he needed special prayer for the sifting time ahead. He prayed for him particularly
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“and perscnally. The Master did not pray that Peter might escape the itrisl, for he

needed just such an experience. He did nobt pray that He might not fall, but thet
his fgith might not f2il or suffer an sclipse. Our Iord kmew full well all of
Peter's infirmities, but He also knew how ardently he could love, how devotedly he
could serve, and how much he could do. He kmew that he had something in him whic
was worth working on and worth preserving.

The man who was in the greatest danger was the one who was nearest to Christ, and

the chief object of His intercession. Thus it is always. The tenderest of His

words, the sweetest of His consolations, the strongest of His supplies, the most
pleading and urgent of His petitions, znd the mightiest gifts of His grace are given
to the weskest, the neediest, and those in the most sorrow and stress and peril.

They who want Him mos’t always have Fim nearest. The thicker the darkness, the brighter
Fis light; the dresrier our lives, the richer His presence; the more solitary we are,
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the larger the gifts of His companionship. Our need is the measure of His prayer.
He is regarding us with a very tender interest, is following the choices we are making
and the courses we are pursuing with hely and loving solicitude, is grieved vhen He
sees us wander from the path of wisdom, and rejoices in us and over us when He sees
us traveling the upward way. It is indeed comforting snd encouraging io know that
our Master walches over Eis own with eyes of flame, with ltender scilcitude, and with
sovereign poOWwer.

hrigtts prayer for Peler in vain? Did his faith £fail? If we look oniy at his
1, we must answer, Yyes." If we look at the whole of the fubure 1ife of the
le, we must answer, "no.® ZEeclipse was not extinction. As a result of being

¢ in Satan's sieve, the chaff was sifted out of the Apostle, and the oure wheat
was left., His vanily was sifted out of him, his rash vresumpiion was sifted out of
him, his impulsive readiness to blurt out the first thought that came into hisg head
was sifted out of him, and so his unreliableness and changeablieness were lsrgely
gifted out of him, and he became a man strong in grace, and it to bear the burdens
of ths weak, ’

We should apprehend clearly the truth of the intercesscry minisiry of owr Tord.
We should remember that He who died for us lives now a8 our Hepreseniztive before
the Throne and is interceding constently in our behalf. What a joy to kmow that
God alwaye hears the intercession of His Sonl!

The Duty Of The Saints.

Do thou, when once thou hast turned again, stablish thy brethren,” The lord kmew

that Bimon's faith would not fail, but would make a recovery. The word here translated
teonverted” literally means ™urned around.” It does not mean, "when thou art regenerated
but "when thou art turned again, when thou hast goitten right again,® Simon could not
keep himself, nor can any of us. Bul how good 1t is teo know thait though owr falth

may flicker it will not go out. We shall turn round agein, sifted bhut gtill pure

grain and not chaff,

Christ anticipated a change being wrought in the charascter of the apostie thal would
make him helpful to others in time to come. His meaning wag that = new power of
helpfulness wag to come to Peter through his sad experience, which he should use in
strengthening others to meet temptation. His personal failure would make him better
able to help others in their weaknssses by the experience he had gained in his weakness.
Mg being sifted made him more sympathetle towards the wesk, snd better able to under-
stand the trials and the difficultieg that beset them.

Peter had double cause for gratitude—-first, that he had been forgiven and restored,
and second, that he was a betier men, prepsred in a higher sense than before, to

be a patient and helpful friend toc others In similsr trisl. He had the qualifications
for stablishing his brethren. He had known by experience the unforgetting, rescuing,
regtoring love of Chrigit. He took up the task laid upon him and justified to the
full his Master's confidence, Because Christ had helped him, he determined to do

all that he could by prayer and otherwise for others,

Peter was not satisfied merely to enitrench himself and to strengthen his own position.
He made it the great object of his life to warn, to admonish, to exhort, and to establish
hig brethren. Feving turned back again, after being sifted, he was enabled to strengthen
others, he wae obliged to strengthen others, and he was disposed to strengthen others.

He sought to strengthen them in the way of faithfulness, thankfulness, and zsal for
the glory of God.

It was hig duty to "stablish his brethren™ becauge he could thug manifest brotherly
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love, prove that he was a child of God, express his gretitude to God, show forth

his zeal for the glory of God, please God, and help o wndo the evil which he had
wrought. T need only to remind you how nobly he fulfilled this compandment , Ystrengthen
thy brethren.” He seems to have carried in his mind and memory an abiding impression
Trom his bitler experience, an in his letter, which was written late in his 1ife, he
wrote meny words which sound like echoes and reminiscences of it. He thus strengthened
Iis brethren when he reminded them of the temptation to which he had succurnbed so
shamefully, and when he referred them for all their strength to the source of it

all, even God in Christ, :

Satan still gifte sainbts. It mey teke much sifting to sepsrate the cha?® From the
pure grain, but 1% will refine Taith and give a new ssrvice to saints who have failed.
Before the Ilord is through with us, sifted saints will become strong saints and
strengthening saints, Sifting canuot destroy faith bub only refine 3t for betier
service., Many souls about us are wailing for our better service, '
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't if we have failed Him in the past? We can turn again and go owt in service to
thers stronger and fto win the lost to Him. Will we do it--hesinnine now?
g 2 £



