A DYIRG SOCIAIITE BECOMES A LIVING SACRIFICE
Iuke 8:1~3%

Ir writing to the Cerinthians, Paul said: “For ye see your calling, brethren, how
that not many wise men after the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble, are called:
but hath chosen the foolish things of the world to confound the wise; and God
hath chosen the weak things of the world to confound the things which are mighty"

(I Corinthians 126-27). The Gountess of Huntingbton, who was very fond of quoting
these verses, quietly reminded her listeners that Paul said, "not many ncble are
called.” Had Paul stated" not any noble are called," the countess would have been
prevented from Joining the ranks of the blessed. In all probability she would have
welcomed an opportunity of speaking with Joanna, the wife of Herod's prime minister.
These two ladies from the highest society would have had much in common.

Down through the centuries there have been wise, mighty, and noble people who have
been transformed by the grace of God. We think of people like Count Zinzendorf,
Madam Guyon, and lady Huntingbon. The latter was an English noblewoman of great
distinction, who was converted under the street preaching of a flaming evangelist
named Rowland Hill. OShe used to take great delight in remarking, in subgegquent years,
that she owed her salvation to the letter "M," for if the text read “Noit any noble”
rather than "not many noble! she would have not been saved.

Joanna comes into this category. She was a lady of the court, for she was the wife
of Herod's Chancellor eof the Exchequer. Chuza was the official who looked after the
king's financial interests. Indeed, there was no more trusted official than Chuza.
In every sense of the word, therefore, Joanna was a seocialite with everybhing to live
with, but nothing for which te live. Then, one day she met the Savieour, and a dying
socialite became a living sacrifice. lLet us trace her story.

I. Joama's Deliverance By Christ.

"And eertain women, which had been healed of evil spirits and infirmities, Mary
called Magdalene, out of whom went seven demens, and Joamna the wife of Chuza,
Herod's steward, and Susanna, and many others, which ministered unto him of their
substance” (Luke 8:2-3). It is most suggestive that the name of this eminent
waman is second on the list of female disciples. dJoamna lived in the palace until
she encountered Jesus Christ and experienced a mighty deliverance. The lord Jesus
effected a twofold deliverance in her life:

1. A deliwverance from sickness.

“Certain women, which had been healed of evil spirits and infirmities, Mary
called Magdalene, out of whom went seven demons, and Joanna.” It is not

clear whether she had been delivered of evil spirits or healed of some infirmity,
but we know that a great sense of need had brought her to the Saviour. Her
position in society, and the wealth which attended her station in life, guarantéed
for her the besi medical skill available in the land. Doubiless, her elegant
home had been visited by the king's own physieian again and again, and no
expense had been spared in seeking relief from her complaint. Yet every attempt
had failed, and finally this lady had been left with the unpleasant prospect

of being ill for the rest of her life. She was a dying socialite. But then

she heard of Jesus of Nazareth. She came to Him, and "was healed of her
infirmity."
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How many lives have been brought into touch with the Great FPhysician
because of some dread disease or impending death! A little while ago a
lady was telling the story of hei conversion. Although she had heard the
gospel of Christ many times, she had never received the Saviour, and then
a serious illness called for immediate surgery. As she was being wheeled
into the operating roem the surgeon was informed thal an even more urgent
case required surgery. Se this lady wasimoved inte a nearby room to await
her turn. Iying there she had time for reflsction, and the need o get
right with God was made intensely real to her. There and then che accepted
Christ as her Saviour and enthroned Him as her Lord. A wonderful peace
came into her soul, and she was ready for whatever lay before her. Wonder-
ful as such steries are, they do reflect the sad fact that many of us never
think of God, of Christ, or of salvation until we are on beds of sickness.

But Joanna experienced something far deeper than this, Christ effected in
her:

2., A deliverance from sin.

We read— that "the twelve were with him, and certain wemen,...and Joanna.”
No one can walk with Christ Jesus without first having experienced deliver-
snce from sin. Sooner or later they will not be able to stand the glory of
His presence and the challenge of His message. Judas ultimately found this
out, for we read that he went out *and it was night" (John 13:30), John
must have beem thinking of this when he wrote: ¥"If we walk in the light, as
he is in the light, we have fellowship one with another, and the blood of
Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin® (I Jobn 1:7).

Joanna knew a fellowship with the Saviour because she had been freed from the
bondage of sin. Do you know this fellowship in your life? Is the bleod of
Jesus Christ, God's Son, cleansing you from all sin moment by moment? If yeu
cannot answer in the affirmative, then seek deliverance in and through Jesus
Christ as both your Saviour and your Sovereign.

Joamna's Devobion To Christ.

“Joanna the wife of Chuza, Herod's steward, and Susanna, and many others, which
ministered unto kim of their substance.”

These words bring befere us & feature in this period of our Lord's minmistry which
is not recorded elsewhere, those possibly ‘implied im lLuke 23:49. The Master and
His disciples had formed a traveling company. When they arrived at a village, or
town, or city, they held what we would call in our day a crusdde or a mission.
The twelve would herald His approach and invite the people to listen to Christ as

He taught in the symagogue, the marketplace, or on the open plain. Another company,

consisting of devout women, mesitly of the wealthier class, journeyed probably in
advance, arranging for the reception and the feeding of the Master and His
followers. This procedure was in line with the prevailing practice of women of
means who supported the rabbis in their work as teachers.

The record tells us what was done on this tour. They were "preaching and shewing
the glad tidings of the kingdom of Ged." The words here used are instructive.
The word translated "preaching” emphasizes the side of declaring the Word of God.
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It emphasizes the authoritative aspect of preaching. The word translated
“"shewing the glad tidings" emphasizes the Christian privilege of telling the
good news of the gospel of Christ. The Bible tells the story eof how Christ
went forth preaching and evangelizing, and how there went with Him the twelve
apostles and certain women.

What a company this was—Christ and His fellow preachers and His faithful women!
Twe things about the ministry of these women should be mentioned. First, they
ministered to Christ by companying with Him. Ged's Word says: "And certam
women were with him." They gave Him the support of their presence. They gave
Him the encouragement of btheir hearing. They helped te make up His congregation.
They showed their interest in His preaching. What a comfort they were {o Him!
Second, they “ministered unte him ef their substance.” The service of the lLord
Jesus always requires the substance of His people. Christ wanis all of His
foliowers to be active in His service. He has His preachers teo preach, His lay-
men to speak and witness, and His women to minister. He wants all of them to
propagate the gospel with their support and service.

1. Joanna sacrificed her name.

Theyvery fact that the Holy Spirit has recorded these details makes it plain
that it was generally known that Joamna was the wife of Chuza and was part
of the traveling company. Up until then, her name was popular among the
speialites, and as a lady of the court she was respected for her station in
life. But all of this meant little or nothing to her, once she had looked
into the face of Jesus Chrdist; she was prepared to sacrifice her name.

2. Joanna sacrificed her home.

"And the twelve were with him, ...and Joanna the wife of Chuza Hered's
steward.” The elegance, luxury, and comfort of z noblewoman's residence in
times was indeseribably fabulous; and there is not any reasen fo believe
that this was not so of Joamma's home.

Indeed, it may well have comprised pasrt of the palace, or at least a house
adjacent to the king's guarters; but once she had met the Savieur, her lovely
home was secondary. She was ready to part with it in erder teo travel the
dusty roads of Palestine as a member of the Master's Evangeiistic Team.

3. Joanna sacrificed her wealih.

"Joanna ...oinistered unte him of her subsiance." Her very position in life
would afford her great wealth. The jewelry, money, and servants were gladly
relinguished in erder that she might minister to her lLord. She lavished her
treasures upon her Magter.

L. Joamna sacrificed her life.
She did not merely lend her name, or offer her home, or subscribe and con-
tribute her wealth, but she gave her life to Christ. Her hands helped fo
wash His clothes, prepare His meals, and make His bed for the night. In -
other words, time, talents and strength were employed by her im the service of
her lord. This is true devotion to Christ. HNobody has sacrificed for the
Lord Jesus unless he can say, "I have given my name, my home, my wealth, and
my life to Him.*
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Have you been delivered from sin by the Saviouwr? Thexn what is the measure
of vour devotion to Christ? Have you yielded your alil to Him? Is your name,
your home, your wealth, and your 1life at His dispesal?

This was once a dying socialite, bul now she has become a living
sacrifice, fully yielded te her Iord as her reasonable servics.

Joanna's Dependence On Christ.

the morning of the resurrection, we are told: "It wes Mary Magdalene, and
Joanna, and Hary the mother of James, and other women that were with them,
which told these things unto the apostles® (Iuke 24:10). ‘

The Iord Jesus had been cruecified and His body had been laid in the tomb. But
amidst those sad days, these brave women had shene as stars in a dark sky. Early
on that morning they had plamned to visit the tomb with specially prepared spices;
but as they approached the sacred spoi, they found the stone rolled away from the
sepulchre, and two men, in shining garments, who challenged them with these words:
"Why seek ye the living among the dead? He is nmot here, but is risen: remember
how he spake unto you when he was yet in Galilee, saying The Son of man must be
delivered into the hands of sinful men, and be crucified, and the third day rise
again" (lmke 24:5-7). And then occurs this amazing statement: “And they (Joanna
ameng them) remembered his words, 'and' ... told these things unio the apostles”
(Iuke 8:8, 10). Even with the shattering evenis that had taken place, Joanna had
not lest her faith. Her dependence on Christ was still imtact. To her Christ
was:

1. The lord of truth.

the "remembered his words." He had said, "I am the truth,” and "Heaver and
earth shall pass away, bub my werds shall not pass away."™ Then had come the
darkness of Calvary and her faith had been tested to ils deplhs, but on this
morning, as the shining ones repsated His words conecerning the death, burial
and resurrection, we read that she “remembered his words.¥ To her Christ
was the Lord of truth. He could be trusted implicitly and forever. Christ
does not mean anything to anyone who does not trust His Word. If I trust
Christ, I believe and trust what He says. Joanna "remembered kis words.”
What a glorious revelation of her dependence on Christ!

2. The lord of life.

“Why seek ye the living ameng the dead? He is not here, but is risen.” Aind
we read that Joanna ¥told these things unto the apostles.” The faet that her
words seemed to the disciples as nonsense, or idle tales, did not deter her;
Christ Jesus was alive and she knew it. In fact, so convineing was her
testimony that while the rest were unbelieving, Peter arose and ram te the
sepulchre to verify her repori.

Here, then, we see the nature of itrue dependence on Christ. Yo trust Christ is to
believe in Him as the Lord of truth and the Lord of life. If He is the Iord of
truth, and He is, then I camnot doubt anything He says, If He is the lord ef life,
and He is, then I cannet dowbt anything He does. As truth and life, He supplies noi
only the ethic for living, but also the dynamic for living.

If Joanna, the dying socialite who became a living sacrifice, needed Christ, what
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shall we say of your need and :7¢ mine? If she could humble herself to acknowledge
her sickness and sin, in order to know the deliverance of the Son of Ged, then what
about your need and mine? But do not leave it there. Deliverance leads to devotion,
and devotion leads Lo the sacrifice of anything and everything. And even that is not
all, In a totally committed life, devetion implies a dependence which goes on trust-
ing, even through the Gethsemanes and Calvaries, proving beyond any shadow of a doubt
that Christ is both lLord of truth and Lord of life. Has He become truth and life to
you? If not, why not?




