IT IS IATER THAW YOU THINK!

. "And when thege things begin tc come to pass, then Jook up, and 1ift up your heads; for
your redemption draweth nigh.? Iuks 21:28,

Fortunetelling is experiencimg & rscord beom. Iut it is not necsssary to be gypped when
we can be guided. The Word of God tells uws where we came from, where we are, and where
we are going. Unfortunately, there sre self-svpoinied prophets who prediet the date

of the end of the world and even vresume to meme the Antiehrist, There are always some
gullible people who would never think of enmterinz = church door to hear the truth frem
God's Word, but would fight threuph a blizzard to hear some self-siyled vrovhet attemot
to-explain the unexplainable and, #s the colored man said, "unserew the inscrutable.”
Then, there are others who say they believe in the second coming of Christ, but who keep
silent about it. They really do not believe it. One cannot believe anything that
important and not talk about it. There is ne excuse for this sinful silence in the fact
that others go to extremes om the subject,

On those grounds we would never teke a stand on any doctrinme of the Teith, for every one
of them has been carried to extremes at one time or another. HNobody has a right to take
a2 lofty and condescending air towsrd prophecy sz though it were benesth one's dignity

to diseuse it. Anything that takes up as much space in the Word of CGod as this matter
is not to be dismissed as though it were a jigsav puswle for vrosmective lunatics.

Peter dealt with these two extremes in reverse order. He wrote sboul the seoffers who
made 1ight of the signs of the times and showed us that those who ridicnle such signs
are signs themselves. Then he calmed the exciiable crowd on the other extreme by
reminding them that ome day is with the Iord 2s a thousand vears and a thousand years
as one day.

Instead of belittling the matter, our Ieord asked, "How is it that ye cannot discern
the signs of the times?" VWhen His disciples asked plainly, "Tell us, when shall these
- things be? and what shall be the sign of thy coming, and of the end of the world?"
{(Matthew 24:3), In answer to their gquestidn, He gave them a whole chapter of sigms,

God's Vord gives us ummistaksble guideposts by vhich we mey know when the end draweth
nigh, If they mean anything, it is Yater than we think. Vhat azre some things which
indieate that it is later than you think?

I. Arparchy.

By anarchy I mean absence of regulating power., Ansrchy is rampant for "the mystery
of lawlessmess doth already work® (II Thessalonlans 2:7). Our day is characterized
by @ general disregard for law. Vast numbers of peeple scoff at law., They glory

in ignoring or defying every semblance of law in every walk of life. Iawlessness

is evident in meny places. These raging waves of lawlessness in our age have their
roots inm the homes. Ilawless parents beget snd suwppert lawless children. Before the
fathers abdicated the thronss of their homes and turned them over to their children,
the average age of the criminals was over Torty. Today that age is well under twenty.
Bighty-five percent of the criminals today are between sixteen and twenty—four. We
are universally known ss the most lawless nation in the world. Our znmual crime bill
is considerably more than sixiteen billion dcllars.

We are a generation of rebels avainst suthority. Vhen we are rebels against God

in our hearts, it shows up in our homes, in the breaking of the merriage vows, in
discbedience to parents, snd in juvenile delinquency. Oh, how much parental delinquency
there is! Vhat else, but juvenile delinquency, can veu expect of a generation brought
up to blame its sins on seciety, fed on pictures from the gutter, listening to musie

of which even decent apes would be ashamed, and 2 code of morals that would disgrace

Sodom and Gomorrah? Why blame the young generation alene for a world which adulte
set up for them? -
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When people meke void the law of God, they become a law to themselves and that is
anarchy. People are not capable of governing themselves, and that fzel scon becomes
evident in hearts, homes and govermmenmts. It bhlares forth from jukeboxzes, radies
and television sets, It shoubs from newsstands and magszine raeks., Tt shows up

in daily habits. It menifests itself in crime waves, This lawless gemeration which
has heard people talk about the love of God neeﬁu gsome scriptural preaching on the
laws of God.

Hany young people are new lawght to accept nothinmg as final and sbsolute, but to
experiment for themselves, to give full play to self-expression, and to do as they
want to do. Not long simece, in anether city, the President of a State Teacher's
Colliege speke to the incoming freshmen in part as felleows: '"Accept absolutely nothimg
until you have proved it te your own satisfaction. Take nothing om your parents!
say-go, or your ministerfs. The maxims, moral and otherwise, of the alleged ‘wise
men' of old have no meaning for the present age. Times hsve changed. V¥hat was true
yesterday is not truwe today:; what was right yesterday is not right today. Have a
modern outleck and a meodern mind. Den't let your mind be a storehomse, and your
life an outworking, of antique ideas., Dor't live by moral standsrds vhich are out-
ofwdate; they may have been good once, they arent't new,”

Apostasy.

By apostasy I measn an sbandomment of what one has voluntarily professed. In writing
to the Thessalonians Paul said thal befere our lord returns there will be a defection
in the sphere of the Christian profession, that is, a desertlen ¢f beliefs once
confessed and an abandomment of standards once acknowledged.

Various scriptures teach cleasrly that the ernd of this age is to be cheracterized

by a falling awsy of 2 pronownced character, "low the Splrlt speaketh expresely,
that in the latler times some shall depart frem the faith, glving heed to seducing
spirits, and doctrines of devils; Speaking lies in hypocrlsv- having their ceonscience
seared with a hot iron® (I Timothy 4:1-2). "let no man deceive you by any means:

for that day shall not come, ¢xcept there come 2 falling away first, end that man

of sin be revealed, the son of perdition® (II Thessalenians 2:3). “For the time will
come when they w111 not endure sound doetrine; but after their own lusts shall they
heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears; And they shall turn away their

ears from the truth, and shall be tuwrned unto fables“ {11 Timothy 4 3-4). "Enowing
this firet, that there shall come in the last days scoffers, walking after their oun
Iusts, And saying, Where is the promise of his coming? for since the fathers fell
aslee§, all things continue as they were from the beginning of the creaticn® {IT Peter
313=4)}.

Bible vrophecy has been given to uws by the Hely Spirit in erder that we may know in

advance some things that are going to iteke place, and not be taken by suwrprise. God's

Word tells us that the time will come when leaders and iteschers will sbandon pesitions

formerly held. Yot enly will they turn from the truth, but they will seek to turn

the truth into fables., It is emazing how readily veeple today will accept myths

instead of the Word of God. Some teachers and preachers declare that the 01d Testement

consists largely of Yallegories,™ that the Ten Commandments are out-of-date, that

the statement in I Johm 1:7, te the effect that "the bloed of Jesus Christ His Son

cleanseth us from all sin," is the tesching of z slsughter-house religien, and

contrary to humer understanding; and that it should be expunged from the Bible, 411

such teaching is as false zs can be, and came from the devil, no matier by whom it

is provagated. A woman recently remarked, "I have been te chureh te hear the preachsr

dispense with the gospel.” There are peoale with very mediccre intelligence, who

are seif«znflzcﬁed with a superiority complex, who think that because of their statements
e hav ceeéed in takin ﬁhe inspiration out of the scripiures, the deity out
t QF%E 1 ] %gg i Y%y So h@%@%ﬁ?t the truth out of the miracleg, the fire
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This turning awsy is taking plsee in doetrinal matters, in church atiendance, and

in the scriptural ebeervance of the Lord's Day. The pregent disinclination for
prayer, the widespread disreperd for Bible teachings, the less serious views of sin,
and the present wwillingness to receive reproof for sinning are evidences of apostasy.
Today, in many quarters, if one clings to fewndational truths, he is scorned as

being old-fashioned, antiquated, behind the times, unenlightened or ignorant.

Our lord asked the question, "When the Son of men cometh, shall he find faith on the
earth?™ Faith, He will findl Flenty of i%, in this cult and in the other. Bub
the faith will be a precious commodity. What is in mind here is nol personal faith
se much 28 belief In the whole hody of revesled truth; not "faith,” but "the faith,”
In many churches, where the message of God's grace was formerly heard, there is now
a proclamation of humenism, liberalism, psychological fads and book reviews, In
some churches there is much talk about sociel problems, race relations and world
peace, because the speakers de not have any gospel to preach and have to talk abeub

~ something., What influence does such apostasy have upon the wnbelieving world other

than to confirm it in its dewbt, its indifference, and its open antagonism to the
gospel of Jesus Christ?

Apathy.

By apathy I mean listlessness, or indifference to what prompts to action. Iiving

in the last days was never meant te be a lulleby to put people to sleep but a reveille
to awaken them. Paul did mot say, "It is high time to go to sleep.? Churches do

net need bedbime sterytellers bt awakeners, :

In the last days it will be as it was in the deys of Noah and Iot. Christ said,
"But as the days of Noe were, se shall also the coming of the Son of man be. For
as in the days that were before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying
and giving in merrisge, until the day that Noe entered inbo the ark, And kmew not
wntil the flood came, and teck them all away; se shall also the coming of the Son
of man be" (Matthew 24:37-39). -

In the days of Noah men began to depend upon their own resources and were carried
avay in arrogance over their own achievements. So it is today, and the multitudes
settle down to the comforis, comveniences and indulgneces of this lwxurious age.

Ls the people destroyed by the floed were self-contained amd occupied with their own
intellectual pursuits, ignoring the claims of the God Yhom they lived and died
without, so men today are animated by the same spirit. The Bible warms us that amid
all the discoveries of our age, amazing thouph they be, the tempest of God's fury

is Yo break, causing the lofiiness of man to be brought to naumght.

A characteristie feature of Nosh's day was the pergistemt rejection of the preacher's
megsage. First of all, there was the powerful appeal of Enech as he eslled a declining
age to repentance, His threatenings of judgment were spurned. As day followed day

and no sign of predicted doom appeared, men lost all fear and became incapable of
response to the Spirit's appeal through Fnoch.

God in His goodness, however, sent another witness, Nozh succeeded Enoch snd for
ope hundred and twenly years presched divime righteowsness. But his testimony and
holy living, like that of his predecessor, were rejected. The far-off and terrible

-.flood was real te.Noah, more real than the life around him. When he begen te build. ...

the ark, Hoah wasz the object of laughter and ridicvle. As he tolled away at his
gigantic barge they sceffed at him, but he was indifferent to all the gibes, believing
that God's wrath would be manifested ageinst hig corrupt age. As Woah kept om
predicting the flood and building his ark in the face of the arrogsnt combempt, the
peocple came to look upon him as a weak-minded famatic, a preacher wvoid of inltellect

and therefore unworthy of netice, But Noah went on with hi ] i
; ; ice. St ; W 8 preaching and build
even though none apart from his own immediate family circle heeded h?g warni:;s.ingéen
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though they paid no attention te him, once the door of the ark was shut, and the floods
began to rise, affrighted crowds fought for admissiom, but it was too late., The
separation had been made and the dsy of vengeance had commenced.

Our Ierd said, "And because iniquity shall abound, the love of meny shall wax cold”
(Matthew 24:12). People are not esvecially hestile to the churches; they are simply
ignoring them., In other words, the abttitude is not antipathy, but apathy, not

feeling against bubt rather the lack of any feeling sbout them. No church ever suffers
as ruch from antipathy without as it does from annthy within, that is, frem carelessness
and indifference. Satan has cocained and chloreoformed the spirit of the age until

even meny of God's people have sunk inte a letharyy, almost like a coma. Seemingly
many of them have lost the capacity for being aroused. They have reached the point

of stagnation.

This dark picture is a cloud on which the Ierd casts thé rainbow of His promise.
Christ said, "When these things begin to come to pass, then look wo, and 11ft up
vour heads: for your redemption draweth nigh® {(Toke 21:28). Truly, it is later thanm
vou thiak,

If you have work %o do, de 1% now.

If you have a testimony te give, give it now.

If yvou have an obligation te discharge, discharge it now,
If you have a wrong te right, right it now,

If you have a confession to mske, meke it new.

If you have a vpreparation to make, make it now.

If you have children %o train, train them now.

Time is pasging and you are passing out of time.

It is later than you think!



