THY IORD COF LIFE
Iuke 7:11-17

On His towr through Galilee Chrizt srd His disciples approached the village or little
eity of Hain, which wag locabted in cewtral Palestine, not far from Nazareth and Mount
Tabor. It wes the garden spot of Falestine, ag well ags one of the prettiest places in
the Orient. With its trees and shrubs, singing birds, and myriads of flowers bedecking
its hills, peovle called it "MHedin.”®

It was the desire of hundreds to live in this besutiful 1ittle city, which was mede
famous by a single ineident that ocowrred there, Writing ag the Holy Spirit directed
him, with exquisite literary skill and without ary elsboration of details, Imke recorded
for us an interesting description of this remarksble incident, He emumerated enourh
particulars to give us a vivid picture of what tock vlace there, This story suggests four
things:

I, A Sad Procession.

Ag the Saviour, sttended by His diseiples snd a muititude of others, approached Nain,
they came upon & scene of gloom and sadness. A fumeral procession emerged from

the gate of the eity or the wsy to the cemetsry, A& dead body was being earried out
for burial,

T4 is well to remember that the wode of wrial smong the Jews was not the same as it
iz with ws. With them the sorvses wag wrapped sarefully in linen, with the face
exposed, and then laid on anm oven biler within nlesin view of 21l whe saw the procession,
after which it was ecerried to the tomb. The bisr, which had narrow sides, was borne
by friends whoe relieved eaeh oiher at freguert intervals,

Those whe were in the procession were on their way to the cemetery to bury a young

man, who had been taken away in the prime of 1ife, We are not told whether he died
by diseasse or by accident, slowly or sudderly. His departure at such an early age

wes a reminder to all that no sze is exempt Trom desth, While the old mmst die, it
is aelso true that the young msy do sé. However, desth never seemg so cruel asg when
it outs one off in the bleoom of life.

What made this case even more sod was the fzet thal he was the oniy son of a widow.
Moreover, he was the only son she ever had. &he had been on that particular road
before, having gone to the same cesmetery on z kindred errand, namely, the burial of
her husband. After his burial she had been left to face the hardships of life and
to care for their son until he was old enough to becoeme her proitector and provider.
Time may have mereifully and psrilally removed the keen edge of her previous sorrow,
but now a season of great trial had come to her with the passing of her only son.
None but a parent knows the agony of burying a dear sony it must be experienced in
order to be understood. The hereaved mother might have borme her loss some better if

she cowld have been soothed ard loved by other children. Instead, she was lefit childless,

which, to the Jews, was an almost intolerable afflietion, This broken-hearted mother
wept becesuse the center of her affections and the comfort and supnort of her advancing
years had been taken awvay from her. Many sympathnetic citizens of Nein accompanied the
widowed mother in the sad funersl procession. Their hearts went out in love te her
becanze of her sorrowful paest, heving lost her busband by death and meny, meny days

of dreadful loneliness having followed; of her bitler present, having lost her son by
death and hie body 2t thet very time was being carried out for burial; and of her
hopeless future, beinmg deprived of her source of support and comfort.

ITI. A Sympathetie Person.
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When Christ saw the procession and observed the extreme grief of the poor mother on
account of the death of her brezd-winner, He r;t4e& her with an overmastering compassion.
Her deep sorrow and great need simply caused His heart teo be filled with compassion
toward her, The love of His hesrt flowed oud ta her, The only avpeal that was made

to Him was that of the sorrow of the mother's heart, Her tears touched His tender
heart. While the entive circunstances pleaded 311@ﬂt1y, but eloguenily, on her behalf,
the interposition of the Ilord was unsolieited. Seeing thabt her sorrow was such as He
could soothe and her need one thet Be could supply, He wanted to do something about

Jit and dic,

4 Supernatural Performance.

Our Iord's great compassion immediately went forth in sction. No sooner had the
feelings of pity arisen within Bim than He insisted that the bereaved mother not weep
hecause He was about to remove the cause of her sorrow.

Without any display or ceremony, Christ very courageously did the unususl and unexpected
thing of walking over and towching the bier on which the young man lay. Of course,

it was thought that He had defiled Himself, inasmuch as touching a bier was eguivalent
to having contset with a leper, Awed by His towching the bier, those who bare it
stepred and stood still., They wers filled with wonder, amavement, susvense and expecta-
ticn, They reslived that thev were in the vresence of One Who had the right to stop
them, even on their way to bury = corpse. ilently snd reverently ther waited to

hear what He had to say snd to see what He misht do, With His veice of pity and

" power Christ gave the strange command, "Young men, I say unto thee, Arise.,” To the

agtonishment of all whe heard Him command desth to release the young msn and 1life to
take pessession of him, he zrose from the dead, sat up and began talking,  When Christ
gave the young man back te his mother alive, thet terribly dark day became the most
bleased in all her experience, There was s complete rebound from sorrow to joy.

This young man was a living morument to the power of Christ, and a proof of His divine

.authority, which none could gaingey. There was a touch and a command and the miraecle

was wroughi. Reports of the miracle spread repldly and widely. Feople feareﬂ and
glorified God, -They recognized that the Ssvicur hed exercised the power of God, They

- knew-full well that none bubt Ged could raise the dead.

A Symbolic Picture.

This young men, literally dead, plctures untold thousands who are just as truly dead
toward God and 21] things spiritusl as he was desd physieally to the things of the
world, But our Iord Jesus Christ, who brought life to the dead when He was here on
earth, is still working in the same wonderful way. He said, "The hour is coming, and
now is, when the dead shall hear the voice of the Son of God: and they that hear shall
live." We, who are now Christians,-were once dead in trespasses and sins, but Christ
came and touched ws in.our dead condition spiritwally. He spoke the word of life and
it brought us to life, and today we rejoice that we have 1ife in Christ.

This event was also a symbolic picture of resurrection from the grave. The resurrection
of this young man, the story of which has been unfolded for our benefit, is a type of
that resurrection day in the fubure when "the dead in Christ shall rise first: Then

we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to
meet the Iord in the zir; and so shall we ever be with the Iord." This glerious truth
of the resurrection is absoclutely indispensable to the Christian faith. The word of
the same Saviour, that raised the young man, will one day raise all who are in their
graves. What reunions will tske place then, when the dead are raised and the Christians
who are alive are caught up to meet the Iordl



