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*Do 55 YOO WOUID BE DOEE BYY

WTherefore all things whatscever ye would that men showld do to you, do ye even so to

o

ihems Por this ie the law and ihe prophete.’ Hatthew T:12. See luke 6331 2150

ey Lord is bere specking to His disciples. He 1s stating a principle to wen who are
really bent upon the culbture of expellence - men whio want 1o be podly and good, wmen
who are under ihe influence, therefore, of an enlightoned znd powerfyl understanding.
fie 48 speaking %o them individually, with regerds 0 their personsl obligetions and
of whet they ought to be in relstion to one anothels

This text is regerded by memy as one of the wost lmportent andl practicel sayings thed
ever foll from the lips of Christ, and therefore ome nost spplicsble to human conduct
and the peneral relationships of men to ohe another, These words were by no meang
altogether new when cur Lord spoke thems Parallele teo them can be found in the wril-
ings of heathen philosophers, and in the sacred books of other religioms. Dup lord
i3 to us the most originsl of teachers. One of the fimst lmpreseions His teaching
made upon those who heerd it fresh from Eis iips wes thet He "taught with asuthority
and not zs the seribes,® not like men who retailed 2 treditional morality; ut as one
whose lessons come direct from the fountaln of truth and ovder. '

I want vou to observe that this is not 2 negative exhortations but it is a positive
one. Tt does nobt resd o8 some persons interpret it — shefpain from doing fto others
what vou would not desire them to do to you® That is very edairable ss far as it
goeg, bubt if Christ hed ssld that only, no ariginality could be granted for the maxis.
Tr that form it had existed hundreds of years before He cams, end it was, therefore,

. familisr to the peoplos

Similer saeyings hove been uttered from iime to time Ly the heathen philosophers and

sorslists or by oubstending Jews. They arve to be found In more than one ancient
classlesl writer, snd they were teught by the Jewish Habbise :

Confucine had said, 50ne sust nobt do to others what you would not they should do Lo
. 2 o s . X . :
youe® In Tobit L:if, which is one of the Apoeryphal bodks, we read, "Do that to no

| han waich thou hetest.® The Stoics had a saying, "What thou dost nob wish done to

thes, do not to amother.® But these, it must be noted, are only refrains or negabives.

- They were rules telling us what to svoid doingy whal aot 1o &0

Plato went ferther, and ia a kind of prayer recorded in the eleventh book of his g
logues, said, "Hsy I, being of sound wind, do o others se T would that they should
do 1o mn.”

On being asked, "How we should conduct ourselves toward ouwr fpiends?® Arigtolle
replied, ®is you would desire them to act toward yourself® ' ‘

It is said that & Oentile inquirer, who wenied to ezbrace the Jewish religion, wend

to the great Shamssi end said, "Teach me the law while I stend on one Poots® That i3,
he wanied the law eondensed to a sentence, so that he aight have it in the fewest HOras
and the briefest space of time. In anger the Bebbi swmote him with his steff and turned
gway. Then the guestioner went to Hillel, the Jew, with the same request, whereupon
Hiliel replied, "Ehat thou hatest thysell, that do not thou to apcthery thet is the
whole of the lsw, all the rest is only & comment on it.® In other words, whatever jou
would thet men should net do to you, you must not do to theme That merely expresses
the policy of sbstestion. It does not urge more then this -= "o not be the meang of
causing your neighbor fo suffer whet you would not indliel wpon yourself



.- I

“. snother grest ethical teacher, Immenual Zent, expressed it in this way, "Act so that

you eould wish your seb to be universal." Kantls great postulate was, JSo act thal you
" would be willing for everyone ito do the same thing wnder slmilar clrcumstances.

Buch a maxim would never bring us into kindly, helpful asscelation wiih our nelehbors.
We would only be shwi wp in ocur own concerns, abborbed in the idea of doing no harm,
without eny ablespt being mede to become sgente of thset which is good.

But all of these mamims fall fapr short of the extent and grace of the saying of the
¥oster. They forbid the doing of evile dJesus teught the doing of good as well. De
tells us whet to do. Wiile iristotle considered this rule as one for friends, Jesus
extended it to boith foes and friendss Our Lord ¢i¢ nob cosme into this world simply te
ganeiion its principles of action and to accommodate Hls lass to human weskness and sin.
He was intolerant of the cruel selfishness which abounds. He struck at the root of those
practices which sepavaete man frosm men snd cless from ¢lasse His stenderd imposes npon
us not only the duty of doing justice to our nelghbors, bub also to exercise merey and
forbesrences He raised a high stendard for bumen ebtlalmment - ¥sll things whatsosver
ve would that wen shouid do to youy do ye even so to themt for this is the law and the
prophats X : ' '

Here then is the originelity of Chrizt. He twrned the negelive into the pesitive, He
translated others'! negatives inte God's positive. The rule zs He expounded it is "ALL
things whatscever ye would that men should do to you, do yo even 50 o them.® This is
sn altogether different thing. Ti teaches ug to teke the Initiativej to begin to de
Tor others what we conceive ithey ought to do for us. This nseds to be emphesized, It
semediately sugcests sctive love, s direct benefit shich those around us are be receive.
¥e sre prome to conbesplate whet we comsider the uwost plessant and desirable things,
cateloguing our awbitions, our wishes, and our hopes, and tiwe disecovering what e
would that sen should do 1o us,® to go forth inte the world and, &s far ss lles in our
power, sarichk the livez of others with those very thlpgs that are 5o dear in ocur egti-
mation. : - '

i

%e are to ach towsrds others as we wich they would act towerds us 1F they had the power.
This rule or prineiple, however, does not cover zll conduets 1% has mothing %o say of
& man's privete attitude towerd and relation to Gode I¥ lsn'd given to regulate the
inner, secret 1ife of & man's thoughts and feelingss It epplies to a um's dealings
with his felloms. It clsarly contemplates that the 13%e of the Christisn will bo a
1ife necessarily riek in social duties and responeibilities and opportunitics. It
makes the great principle of life one of service to others. It pictures all wen &s
smpicus to ilmpert good to their fellows to the ubtuoel of thelr capaclitye

Christ sets this principle before us as of primary importences It i3 the first rule
of Christian conduche It is the law of our Lopd's owmn 1ife,; and He slone shows us
how it can be carried out in practice snd so mekes it real and living. It is the old
orinciple of the law that we are to love vur neighbore es ourselves. It sets belore
us =n excellent test by which we may see whether we are dolng so.

Think, says Jesus, of what you would Iike %o happen io you. Think of the kindly actiofy
the generous impulse, the gracicus deed, and of whalt plessure these will sluways bring
to yous And when you have thought of that, set sbout giving that kind of pleasure 1o
others. Tour hegrt hes been wermsd by the affection of gsome Iriend; therefore, see to
it that you warn somebody's hearts I you want others to be merciful to you, romesber
that you will never abizin thet end if you are ummereifml. If you want others to e
charitable in thelr cotismste of your conduct; remecwber thal you will never gelin your
objeet by complainis; or by dealing cub uncheriteblencse yoursell. Before you can

veap the frulits of chariity, you must sow the seeds g

Christ pleinly tcoches ue thet the standard wo set wp for obhers must be the messure
of owr o conducts The best way Yo gob others %o say kind things sboub you and do



wind things for you is 1o do-those things for otbers.

4 life moves in & circles Phal we reeceive we give. Thet we give we gets Lifets geales
are slwaye balanced by one atbtitude or ancther. et me repest it, whal we give to obtlers
we get from thems Por the most pari, we can geb from others the response we desire. js~
suming that we sre normal persons, what do we Jesire from obhers? ' -

le¢ We want others to like us encugh to take & genuine interest in us.
%e do not ilike to be neglected or passed Ly. It always werss ouwr hearis to lmow
that there are soue who care encugh for us to rejolice in owr vielories snd to ziieve
aver our defests and fsilures. We asre saper for this interest to be baged on what
we are in ourselvog. '

24 Ve want obhers to look for the best iu we ingtead of Dlor the worst.

Te do not want our friends to be faultfinders. We sre conselous that 1T they seelk

for the worst in us, they will be sure to find it. Hot only do those who look fer

the worst in us find it, but they generslly ziss all thet is goode The faultfinder

go fizes his atientlon on the fault thet he usuelly feils to see anything elses. That
is true in the reading of & book, the estlng of a dinner, or the hearing of a sorech.
One man berated his vastor for preaching & certeln sernwon. ¥hile be agredd with ninety-
nine per sent of what hig pastor sald, there was one por cent to which he objecteds
Therefore, he threw swaey the ninety-nine per cent with whieh be sgreed and carried a-
way the one per cews that he dislived. How 5illyl To look for the worst is to find

the worst and nothing asore, HYsturally, therefope, we yesrn for others to Judge us

“Bindly snd s look for the best In us. :

3e To went the sprecistlon of others. R
Ve are esger thebt they appreciate uws for whet we ave axd Jor what we doe Mot only
so, bub we are glad for thea 10 exmpress thelr spyreciation.. Of course, there are
- bimes when we must carry on even thougb nobody applavds and nobody approvegs. Dul
while we must do this, there is no denying the fact thet our work would be sesier
and ooy hearts would be ligbler if oithers would tell v of their sppreciation.

Howy then, are we to win from others the yesponses and resctions that we 8o deeply desire?

£1) If we want the indepest of others in us, we must be interested in them.

' If we long fop them o like us, the first big step iz to like them. This will
win when evervthing else fails, When Will Rogers met his tragle death & lew years
a0, he wae lasemited by millions sround the worlde Why was this the cese? It was
not true merely betsuse he mede the world lewsh, Thad was 2 belp. He laughed ab
and with 21l the prominent men of his daye Bubt his lsughter was never jJarrimg. |
It was always gentle and kindly. Why, then, did millions feel that they had lost
a friend? BHis own words answer that question. He sald, %I never saw @ man theb
T did not Likes® The surest wey Yo have & friend iz tc he one,

{2} If we are eszer for others to Judge us kindly, we should Jjudge them kindly.
Jopus said, TRIth whot Judgment ye Judge, v shall be Judged: and with whal
measyre ye wetey, 1% shall be measured to you again.® :



