TRUE GREATNESS
YFor he shall be great in the sight of the Lord." ILuke 1:15.

So spake the angel who foretold the birth of John the Baptist. No epithet is

more misused and misapplied than that of Ya grest man.' It is used indiscri-
minately. Every little man that makes a lot of noise for a little while gets

it spplied to him. The mass of people are so much on a level, and that level

is so low, that an inch above the average looks gigantic.

There is the worldis false estimate of greatness and there is God's estimate.
If we want to know what the elements of true greatness are, we may well turn
to the life of this man, of whom the prophecy went before him thet he should
e great in the sight of the Lord," and of whom Jesus declared that no greater
had been born of women. Orestness, prophesied by an angel, and attested by
Jesus, is greatness indeed. Greatness %in the sight of the ILord" is measured
by very different staendards from the worldts.

That is greatness? Scarcely two persons among uws would give the same reply to
that questionm. All would admit that it denotes pre-emimence,; but each would
have his own preference as to the department in which it was to be manifested.

Some would asscocizte it with birth, some with money, some with telents, some
with courage, some with power, some with eloguence, etc., yet each would think
of it as conferring an adventsge on its possessor, and so putiting others at

a corresponding disadvantage.

What makes people great in the sight of God? It is not any of the things which
lead to greatness in man's sight. Tt is wonderful to "be great in the sight of
the Lords?® for just what & man is in God's eyes thal is he indeed, nelither more
nor lesse.

Nothing can make a man truly great, but being truly good, and & partsker of
God's holiness. Wealth, honor, power, may constitute a person great in the
estimation of man; but faith, love, and true holiness are necessary to secure
for us God's epprobation. The really great man is he whom holiness and love
combine to inspire for the service of his generation sccording to the will of
God. The highest commendation one cen earn is this - ®He hath done what he
coulds® and the noblest life-record is that which comes nearest to His of Whom
it was said that %He went about doing good.®

4 song is more impressive, 2 noise more startling, and a declaration of truth
more challenging when preceded by a period of silence. For 400 years there
had been no direct message from heaven. A dozen generations had lived, listened,
and died with something of a sense of disappointment.

Not as they had plamnned, but as God willed, an announcement was made by an

angél to an obscure priest that an unusual character was soon to be born into
his home, one who would be great in the sight of the Lord. Is mot this Godis
way of saying that men would appraise him differently? They would not see in
him the elements that make for greatness, according to thelr om peity standards.
He would cross swords with their religious gladiaters, for his mission was
higher and his message different. His heroism was to be of a new kind -~ the
heroism of the commomplace. '

In selecting her great, the world often passes over the gold that will stand
the fire. OShe seleets her heroes:from the battlefield, the gridiron, the rescue
squad, the stage, and the realm of philanthropy. She forgets that glamour and
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greatness are not synonymous.

The truly great are those who do whet God wants them to do, where and when He
wents it done.

By accepted standerds, John the Baptist was not great. He would mot rank as
a philosopher. God gave him a si ple message. He delivered it. He left mo
book for future gemerations to read; no poem to stir and imspire; no painting
to hang in the ari gallery. He was a stranger to social eirecles; teck little
stoek in political movements; snd fimsmcially was a failure. This single-
handed prsacher had no homse in which to deliver his message, no organization

to support him, no publicity department, and no advance agent. His ministry
was short -- less than a year, - yet God called him great.
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Johp Was Greai As A Preacher,

For thirty years, in preparation, he had lived in the wildermess, This

gave him time teo think, to mature, and to be disciplined. From this
seclusion, he weighed the conflicting notlons against the spirituwal gropings
of the people. His spirit burned within him, ss he longed, net for a better .
¢ivil govermment, but for the kingdem of God on earth. His love fer
humanity was conswmming His message bore the unfalling marks of eloguence,
Men heard him and did what he said, His messages were fruitful., His
besatifu}l consistency of life-messsge and lip-message made him a pulpit
POVET

Jobr Was Great In Convictiom and Courage.

Conviction, thet he cherished more then 1ife, and courage, that set a
stendard for all generations, soor landed him in the fortress of Hachzerus,.
There wss nothing unusuel sbeut that. FProphets are born to die fer the
cavse., This is the essence of moral greatness--that a man have a grip eon
truth, that criticism cemmot weaken, that perseculion cannot phase, that
Martyr's fires eamnot break.

John Was Great Im His I&eals.

All efforts, both of threat and flattery, could not move him one inch from
his conviction that Christ is all, and he, himself, but a voice to introduce
Christ, His humble submission and feeling of utter dependence gave him
that boldness end courage that placed him inm the top rank. Only men of

the highest plane submerge themselves out of sight and hide themselves

in the background, that they may not detract from the glory of the Christ.
He cared little what people thovght of him, but he cared what God thought of
him, .

John Was Great In His Contention For the Truth.

He has been called radicel and dogmatic. His declaretions were briefl and
sharp. Repent, prepare, purge, and burn are the strange words from the
lips of the forerunner of Jesus. this truth John staked his life; that
the efficacy of grace depends upon the depth of repentance; that private
righteousness must precede public reformation; that self-denial must be
found before self-sacrifice can be made; that all the virtues and graces
worth while must root deep in the sacrifice of the lamb of Gode
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John Was Great In His Stand Against The Popular Sins Of His Day.

A man may condemn the sins of the past and the antieipated sins of the
future with little to fear from his conbemporaries, but when 2 man looks
sin and the simnmer squarely in the face and spezks the blistering truth,
he mey expect trouble, John shared the ecommon knowledge of Hered'!s sin.
One day he stood in hig presence. He measured up to the oceasion. Without
apolegy, he shot straight at the merk. "It is not lawful for you to have
your brother's wife," The sledge-hammer blow of that rebuke did mot cease
with the one who delivered it. It still stamds to rebuke the Christian
world for its compromising attitude toward popular sins,

John Vgs Great In His Obedienmce.

In fact, John's obedience was the basis of all his grestness. He did just
what God wanted him to do. His chief aim was to please God. As one views
his greatness, he is impressed with the fact that if onels aims are small,

he will never be great,

It is a poor_&m&i’bion to seek to be called grest, tt is a noble desire to
be great in the sight of the Ierd. If we shall keep eleose to Christ, and
do the things which He has commanded wus te do, we shall be great in the
gight of the lord,

John ¥Wes Great In His Desth,

That day when the sermon was finished, it bors the marks of failure,

¥o cne sought a better life, Sirange terror seized the Kimg, but it did not
lead to repentance. Herodiss swore vengeance; The preacher wes throwa in
prison. He had presched his lsst sermon.

The shagey head of him whe feared not life nor death was delivered to
Herodias; and his weeping followers buried his bedy. But he was great in
the sight of the lord, What else matters?

‘Why is it better to be great in the sight of the Iord tham in the sight of

men?

1. ©Such grestness is more useful.
They are more useful by their examples.

2. ©Such greatness is more lastin .
A grestness that connects itself with our being made good and holy will
never pass away.,

3. Such greatness is within the reach of all.
That is not true of grestness in the sight of men, but it is true of
greatness in the sight of God.

The gsouree from which John drew his greatness is open to us all, We may win this
greatness snywhere if we are willing to pay the price for it. However, one cannot
attain this grestness at the expense of others. .



