__m the pesrl of parsbles, which is recorded in luke 15, we chteh & gliwpse of a

iovely howe in which there was pradiicslly @wmmg that the heayts of itz ee-
cupsmbs éould wish., The soble, wise, kind, levisg and a@&w&&d fethay m@c.%w& the
progrest of his two sons as they grew inte rerhood.

The day came when the younger son resched the sge when he thought that he knew move
add bebler than his father. He had geown bired of the rveotvaints of home., He dow
cided that he would be more fres, and mueh hoping to be h&pg}mm in the blg world
 beyond the Bllls. He beoaws indoxicated mm the lurae of :'si@ma uisgen and of exe
‘ gﬁeﬁﬁi@%ﬁ@a wntpied, which he had heard existed over the pills end fep awsy. He wanted
‘ Lo got out on Bis own, live bis gun liﬁ‘@, have his own way, x4 do as he pléased.

He decided that he was godng to legve homs; He musbeved eudugh courege %o appréach
'_fsziss f&%ﬁw ant regusst his shere of ths iﬁ%mm@m Relustantly, snd against his
adgment , the father sceeded to Lhe expressed wish of his son.

2 @s@hﬁﬁ share of the estete irto portable forsm,
dsbeénsibly in the fors of s&m&% sl 1Y i for his aemﬁwa from hewe in guset
“of ﬁ@}fwwaﬁi%ﬁ@g} Pully &@mmm not o peradt enybody to provent hin fwm

going enywhere he desived and dolwng wﬁ%ﬁmg b ;}1@@%@. - :

Az sooh as m&ﬁibl@;, the youn

before he took bis departure. this Mﬁg man wee fully s:.-.@swime& that ke was not
_Eﬁ*ﬁmﬁ & fuil 1ife, bub that he was being oheated dub of somsthing. HWe felt o tres
‘mebdous urpe Lo Lw whsre he would never hegr dnybody 3&?:, Pl 't de this,” ey
E&aﬁ*%; do that.” I can almbot hemr hinm saying, "Fabther, I want to be in&@@&%ﬁ%ﬁ;
I Just gan't go on ms«t@m to this'Thoy shalt' snd ”"‘%@m shalt m‘* '% I esam alse
heayr the fethey ssy, "Uo you really think that you do mot have freedow? After all,
Fou are wy son., and you ook oo bo me &L avy tine that Wﬁﬁi& aﬁﬁm&eaﬁ tell

me smybhing and everything that treubles ;gm« o, asby s DY i
o have these pri%‘ilag@a. After all, len't thet freedom®"  Them, I can hear the son
mgmy .’Eé’ﬁ, fa,mam cﬁm*% @w& & iw@ ab@w &3.3. ?L%@;ﬁ. W m, f&ﬁ%ﬁm}z mg

sgyt  "To mg z*e@&gm mgm @mﬁ; E’mﬁ» s v o =

ﬂ%g &@? S |
SFour intelile mg% oy rouwr l@agiﬁ@ f@rmmgmﬁim, m*%: y‘% w;éﬁ a%mi thet

b is love %ﬁ&u iz %@%myi uy bidding end forbldding?” Nsturslly, the son lew thet
nhe fatier was vight, bub he was net intereched iﬁ the right. Right &ld wt £1t in
With the way in which he wianited to live. Hight wae too neveow fop him. T kim

the mysteriés of 1ife wére beskoning and hie passions were seetldng., Desides, ke
di¢ not went to miss anyihing thet life hed %o offer. He hed resched the eopelasion,
whileh others had expressed, that, after gll, it is & good thing for s woung nan to
sowW wild oebs. He had hesyd thet e man yeally grows up when he gete sway from home.
Of eoupes, he will get into some wesses, and you mig%zh 28 well sxpmet that of any
bumar being with sny spixit of ad snbure, beb the msin thing is to lesrn how to
wWriggle out ol them. Then, you'll reslly know what 1498 4s end wou'll be & resl man
t%z&m. 6 iz better to get into trouble, and then geb oub of i%, than it is to sty
et i é.%kﬁ & W and insocent "memms's boy.” Along these lines this young man




e

This pessclori for independence expresses itsell in nmany ways. When o child resches
& serteln age, or develops & pertisulsy abtbitude, and his oy har perents wend thelr
offspring o conbtime in seheol, the youngstéyr decldes thet he opr zhe wants to be
indeperdent. s, thinking that he or she kmows endugh already, znd will nevér need
BYY WMOTe eﬁucatimﬁ he or siw quits sehool to ¢ars some money. Unbold mulbltudes
thus limit themselves and thelr epportunities for the remsinder @f their lives, aﬁd

‘absolutely wresk what would otherwise be some very promising coveers bhvough the

folly, and all because they insist %.i}?ﬁaf’* exgreleing their independence before thev
are ready for it. Doms of ¥ou have slready done thas, and others of you expect Lo
do 2o in the negr fubirs.

Vinenwe want freedon without restraint, ss did the mmii@&l we ususlly want to do

dess than our best. It s tyue that we cin do s we plesss with ouwr personslities;
our powers, and oor possessions. Sub 1% is not wize or best for uz to do so.

Through the emereise of our freedom, and through ocur waste of cur persensiities,

gur powers, ol our posseosisne we scbually prove how iﬁn@mﬁsﬁem% we redlly sre. The
wight and the best thing fér us to do iz Lo discover and %o do the will ¢ Cod with
referense 1o the use of cur personelities, our powers, and ouy possessions,

God doss not, snd will rot, compel ocur slleglerice Brd our obedisnee. He will do
everyihing that He can, which is consistent with His neture. to seguire and hold
our all@ggmwe am:% EiT e @%m &, but the dooy to unfaithfulness and discbedience is
open Bo us letermined Lo enber 1t. Ubedisnee iz pight and tremendously
important ?:s*az% it 3?.-5 ﬁ@%ix‘ eoppuisory. Our Lord will not uwse any forcelul mesns

to make us obey Him. He will epirest, bubt He will zob compel. e will plm@.;.

but e will not cosree. Ap individusl can rebel against Jod's wopressed will and
go bis own sinful way, if he so desives, but 1t will slways be to his oW d@* m.mzm,
If we, ss individeals, a2z faniliss, a8 ohurches, or as nablons, waut J
best, £t will alweys be availsble o us: mm&}@ can keap us Mm it, i
ali %&*‘ we woant.

His “ia-m@&maﬁ.a Verse ids,

This young wan looked o d b iz%*@ tﬁm when el pestraints would be removed, snd
he ecould live i%, hp i g prepd senner, He broke all home ties and wewt oudb is tﬁtﬁfg
be never grpected to reburs, ?w%z&gzs it was & beaubiful spidng woraing when |

bis departure. If zo, the birds were singlug swestly, the alr wes Syegrass wil
porfume of spring Flowers, bis voles was fuil of gladnese mﬁ good chesy, and wit :eL
2ight and %@ip@mg stepe he mede hls way oul from the old home. [Doubitless gs he wend
over the last hill before golug oub of sight, he glenced back over éﬁ.g ghouwlder and
saW the tall tress under which he hed played az & boy. He was excesdingly prand
x@fsﬁma e was golng out inbo the big world on his own. Now %mz; he was s oW
boss, nobedy could prevent him from g@&ﬁg wWhsre and dolng whet he plesased. He intens
ded to heve & good tiwe and veally live 1% up. Yhet & tregedy when one does not have
Bnytiing higher than plessure se hls gosl fu 1life!

Woen you dre ln the sprivglime of life, mumereus voitds will call teo voéu to make
Pleasure the chief dw and m@m mobive of your lifm Persistently and imiatmw,
they will say to yeu, "Ost sabisfaction oub of 1life." They will never wrgs to putb




meaning, zervice and sacrifies inteo your “iifsfﬁ hut they will insist thet you moke
1ife & sehems ond & trickery,

These voless will wrge you to be deal to Hulwer whe «8id, "The 1life of plessurd msles
gven the strongest mind fﬁv&i&w. They will vrge you to igﬁem Shenstone who seid,
“What lesds to unhappinese is maling plessure the chisf zim.” They will declare too
that Perker was wrong when he seld, "A life merely of pleasare, or d¢idelly of plessure;
is alweys & poor and worthless life. e~ plweys wnsatisfactory in itz course, alweys
wiserable ia 1ts end.” They will say that Beether blundered when bhe rémsrked, “Here
plessure, soughd pateide of some u&e}?&lﬁewsﬁ s iz fpeught with polson.” They will ‘
deny the tyuth thet "Plessure seekers are liks those letiing empty buckets dowm inte
-ty wellis and fivig wesyy with deawing up nothing.” They will say thet Peul
gbttered & falzebosd when he sald, "She that liveih in plessure iz dead while she liveth.®
If your one purpose iz life is to have & good vime abt any eost, paralysis of the heart
znd palay of the soul ars inevitebls. Any who ape emﬁmg %E%a% *’*%mf%«li%& %@zﬁ%&f 3@@5@
af plsdsure need Lo lssr and to venunbur *E;%m*i“

”Eﬁma&m@& are gc popplas :ﬂsm‘aaé* _
Jou selge the flower, the bloom is sheds
O 1ike the smowflake on the river,

ik momert sedn, then gone fovever.

- 32’ iike the bowpealis raye

That £iit eve you can point the place

Op like the peinbow's lovely fopm

: ‘émm&;mg amig She %&am*. L

The w&ge{%y @:f? any Zié;.f“ez %ﬁ&a‘t &% vi%a @Esmfﬁ,g fw ?ﬁl&%ﬁﬂ% is 'ﬁhm 1% woves gmong s
limities bul never sées ‘&;&;mg ad pleys weyblws with diamonds bub hever suspeets
their %*mue* L .
¥hen thes young men, W is mentioned in the parable, srrived io the distant gity, he
wes received withoul guestion because he had the money to tske cfre of sll expenses.
& band of buxom high-lifers sncé & geng of jovisl spendibrifte gethered sround him.
Topether they went aﬁ. the gaite and took in gwmhiﬁg; ineluding places of pleas
%sﬁv gx&@@mg:;. tdplieity of dpinke, hauste of vice, znd dens of immorelity.
- sraat sins whigh heve ﬂi@@'& xteted so many lives down through the age

the sins thabt havé been vﬂ@ undeing of every preat eivilisstion of the pasl - g&ﬁ%iﬁz&g@
driniding and wzﬁm&rmw. These thres sing overthrew the suiture of Gresce. Ther
saused the dewnfell of the Boman Heplre. They ape ﬁmﬁﬁi&m the foundstion ewt from
wider Hurope. They sre eabling out the very heart of fmeries. Whal ave these sing?
Dyinking, penbling asd immoweliby. UWhile T am m&gﬁ;ﬁg thece things, seme of you are
sfying to yourself, “He is wight ahout it, and I am going to chanmge.” 1 heve never
ponduot ﬁﬁ & fungpsl service for any MM bt thet sometime e%umﬁg his 1ife he
hed wald, "Ume of these fm? I am poing to quit drinking, ov I am going to chenge,®
bat he waited Yoo long.: Den't say, “Just & 1ittle while lomger.” Onee, twiece, thrise
pay be too late. It has been %se::i.wh many. it may he with ;;mu,

Yondes in *& e Eiﬁalagaw wos B mg@ laée 87 ?&i&@ﬁ%ﬁ% %ﬁ@rg‘ "’Eg@ ?;:;:m:%g oE mim% m&
ket locked out Boross those g&@i%ﬁ@% watsrs; ﬁm&é $helr wings, and then gltarbed to



£ly seross this lske of death. Une alter the obher hsd tried 1L, bub sfier & short
distence each had plunged into the lske. The easgle, the king of all the biwds, perched
on the top-most pesk, wabtchsd all the hest of biwds as they flew out and plunged down
to thelr death in the polsoned waters. At last, proud, bosstiul esgle spresd hip wings
and sogred up, and %ng and up, and up, watil ke wes lost in the sthereal blue., Proud
eoveroyr of the aizg he sterted to soar sergss the lake. On ond on be mosved, but

at last his wings began to droop, end hls prowt hesd *ﬁ@g&m to f&ﬁ.l Pimslly ke took
an ewful plunge &ud wenb down to a terrible desth in the water helow. He went higher,
he went longer, and he went farther than gy of the other brids, but he did not bave
the megi*“ to cross the deadly fumes of the polscned waters. Yo, sy Seiends, i3
mey be with vou. Some way zo until they ave f;ir@yﬁ obhers may go untdl they gre
forty, and 55411 ohhers By go beyond %:}&:h but pemember this, st last "fer 21l these
Mmﬁgw 51 mf&i kg thee inte R sk o . : S SRR

4 boy ezme home lsbe ove night, as mxf ﬁ%ﬁg%%«ﬁﬁ% think it is smert to do. Go o,
bt &b last you would give the world if vou had the old home %o %ﬁf’f*iqﬁ rou eovudd go.
Yhen thiz boy gob b kis fgther was sitbing wp and waltisg far ) mm.,. HYe =gid,
"Gon, you have brolen your mether's heavt: you have hyoken my heerd 1 Proud, delant
ard vesentful, the boy folded hiz arms and refused Lo spesk & mm%;ﬂ The father said:
“Every time you =8y an osth, and everviime vou take a drivk of ldouor I &n gaing @@
drive & nall im bhab mmm%g post ronder ab am front gabe.” The boy twrned with
hglifesgtanie smile, and huveied himself gway . The nexb day & rail wes driven in thet
posts The next dey snother neil weut in thére, two, four, elght, sixteen, th Aty
o, sm?-wfawg one mwdred ?m&mw@ight e hundred fiftyesiz, Five hundred twelve e
soon that post was sovered with nalle. The boy sald: “Is that sy record? Is thad
?ﬁ? mcereﬁ’?“ When told thas ix Was, he tupned and sald: YT wiil e?&ﬁg&f He tupmed
ie old 1ife. The fatber cove with the howmmer and b@@a@ %mﬁﬁ out the
he pulled them cut one et & time g¢ the sob oheved urbil the las? naill was
. Then be sald, "Uh, een, how proud is this day.” He thyew ‘fsw ArEmE
w&mﬁ mw;ﬁ ‘bub the son did net rejoies: He Lurned pele and saic, "Oh, &a@%@r, Lhe
natle are gone, bub the holse fre there.! Yo, I plegd with you young pPBeple —e nob.
vou older people, the naile have been driven in youp iives. the holes and the segrs
are theve, but iisten! Hear me, bovs and girls! Dop't deive the nells in the @c:m%i
Apd the sears won't be there. If you.don't want the seire, then &aﬁ*% @i’m the nails
in the pesh. L < . c L o




