A VICTORIOUS FATTH

fTnerease owr faith® Imke 17:5

~

About nineteen cenituries ago, Jesus szaid to His disciples on the storm-swept

water, when they were all scared and filled with dismay, "Where is your faith?" This
is a ouestion that nseds to be agked freguently, and it needs to be faithfully
enswered each time thst it is asked,; becsuse it is about a most vital matter.

I wonder if as disciples of Jesus in these modern days we realize how much ocur Lord
had to =say to the disciples of Hiz owm day about thelr faith in God? In that
connection, I am not thinking sc much about what we call Ysaving faith,Y as of the
faith in Cod which enriches =snd enncbles the Christisn life and fits and equips for
service. How central and viital was the place Jesus accorded to thig feature of .
Christiam living! He had more to say concerning their faith in God than their
prayers to God or their service for men, It wss as though He had said to them: "I
you only knew the power of faith to gelt things done, you would seek first of all and
most of all the gift of 2 living faith in the living God.® Faith in God is the
dynamite of the Christian 1ife and 1s slways at the disposal of the disciple of Jesus
for 1ife snd service,

It is a very remarksble thing sbout the teaching of Jesms, thal adthough He had so
much to say to His disciples zboub thelr faith in God, He never told them what faith
wag, and so far as I know never defined it. It may have been because faith is one
of those elemental ghalities of the 1ife of God in the soul thet baffles definition.
I+ is one of those invisible, indescribsebly and irresistible gualities of the
gpiritual 1ife thst can only be understood by its sccomplishments. We learn what
faith ie by what it does. It iz a cause known only by its effects. I% is frue of
many other things that we only knowv what they are by what they do, For example,
there is elsctricity, No one can tell us exactly what it is. We only know what 1t
is by what it does, as it lights ouwr homes, schoels, and churches.

Tnsevarsbly comnected with repentance toward God is feith in Jesus Christ as Saviour
end lord. Faith in Yhrist is more than intellectual assent to the docirine that He
is the Son of God, or that He died for our sins and rose again, or that He is the
Savionr of sirmers. It ig trust in Christ as Ssviour and surrender to Him as ILord,
Nothing short of this is Christian faith in the full sense of the term. Trast in
Him ss Ssviour and surrender to Him as ILord are not two things, but one. Faith is
the soulful respvonse of the whole being to Jesus Christ.

What can we learn in these trying days about the faith in God which will help fit
and ecuip us for noble living and strenuocus serviee? What is the law of falith that
we may learn? Is 1t mot just this, thet in the Christian 1life:

» To faith in God mesns no pover,
Iitile f2ith in God means 1iittle power,
Oreat faith in God means grest power?

ind grest faith means faith grest in its dmplicity, in its directness, in its
intensity, in its utter devendence wpon God, and in its assurance. ind great faith
means greet power, grest liberty, grest goodness, greatl victory, great blessigg and
great usefulness. No wonder cur Lord adjured His first followers and all their
successors to "have Taith in God:”

This is exectly the time %o heve faith in God. This is the vitel message for us
todey, and it will be through all the days to come. It is the most vital message of
511 becsuse faith is the most vital matter in the Christian 1ife. Faith is the
foundation-grace of the whole Christian 1ife. His Book tells us that Mwithout faith
it is impossible to please God." "This is the vietory thet overcometh the world,




even our faith." We shell not have victory without faith. The victory that
overcometh the worlid is 2 trusting, obedient faith in Christ, Faith is supreme in
211 the relstions of life. It is supreme in the home. It is supremenm in the world
of business. ' :

In this service, let us think together on z prayer for the increase of faith. It
was offered by Christls early disciples in a time when a grest obligation wes leid
uponr ther by the Master Himself, The gory is teld in Ixke 17. He said: "Take heed
to yourselvesy If thy brother trespsss against thee seven times in a day, and seven
times in a day turn again to thee, saying, ' revent'; thou shalt forgive him,

And the apostles said unto the Iord, 'INCREASE OUR ?ﬁlmﬁ'“ Az much as to say,
"lerd, if Thou dost expect that of us, then increase our faith,®

This is & suitable prayer for us today and tomorrow, for all of us are acutely

aware that we are living now in a day when the tumults and confusions and distressing
trials of the world cest thelir shadows everywhere., One wonders if we have ever facad
a more serious day than we are Bacling right now throughout the world. Bub it isn't

e time for the weskening of faith, but for the strengthening of faith, God reigns.
Ee has not forgolten, He waibs to he graciocus, 2nd when the people, vou and I, and
our fellowmen, assume the rzvht attitude toward God, He will meke bare His arm

with delivering mercy.

Cereless seems the Great Avenger,
History's pages but record

One death grapple in the darkness,
TTwixt falze gystems and the Word.

Truth ferever on the seaffold,
Wrong forever on the throns,

But that scaffold sways the future,
ind behind the dim wmknown

Standeth Christ within the ghadows,
Keeping watch sbove His own.”

Whatever the difficulties that come to try us, we are following z leader who is
steadfast, almighty, 2li-merciful ané gracious.

I. A Vietorious Faith TIs Often Lacking.

The undoing sin of everybody is lack of faith in God. Well may we tell the lost
around us thet thelr unfaith, their unbelief, will result in their ubter ruln.
The most destructive of 21l sins is that of unbelie? "He that believeth not
is condemmed already, becewse he hath not believed in the name of the only
bezotten Son of God.t

Iven go, the - undoing sin for Christisns is their unfeith or unbelief, Isrsel
of old was kept out of the Promised Land for fority years because of unbelief,
Ever todzy, God's people ere likewise kept out of meny Promised Lends and
blessings becsuse of wmbelief, We often doubt God's ability of Eis willingness
te help us, or Da+h, znd conseonently we go our ways, groping, and floundering,
and failing. Tt is not only a pity bubt it is a sin, if we are not steadily

groving in faith,

Iet vs remember that our ?albﬂ mey be misplaced. How and when is our faith
misplaced? :

1. Vhen it iz pisced in mere apREAraNCes.

It is a constent temptation to us to walk by sight =nd not %y-faiﬁhe The




P

-3-

temptation is often with us to calculate vholly with human rescurces, and to leave
God out of our plans and activities., How we are swayed, how we are lifted wp or
cast down by mere appearaznces} If the weather be fair, if no lowering clouds come
to menace, our hearts seem hopeful and our faith buoyant. Bal that is not the
test. How is it when the heavens are dark with clouds? How is it when appearances
are against us? ) ‘

I heard Br. George W. Truett tell the following story: "In the begimning months

of my humble ministry, I was the finencial seécretary of one of owr neblest Christian
schools—-Bsylor University im Texas. I was charged with the task of securing

funds to clear the institution of burdemsome debt. #t that time, the president of
the board of trustees was the far-fsmed pastor and preacher, Dr. B, H, Carroll,

His ecounsel and cooperative help with the young secretary were unceasing and ime
comparable., Again and again he accompanied me on spezking tours in gquest of gifts
for the institution. one of such tours unmusual preparations had been made for

a large mass meeting for thé enlistment of the people in an important seetion of

the state, We reached the ziven community the evening before the widely heralded -
muss meeting of the coming morrow. Ve learned that large plens had been made for the
neeting and a vast attendance was expected. During the night the clouds emptied
their floods upon the earth, making it impessible for the vast ¢rowds to sssemble as
had been planned and expected. Only the few could gather, but the grest leader and
preacher, Dr., Carroll, spoke to the small eompany with mervelous fervor and comprew-
hensivéness on the lofty claims of Christian edueation, ‘ '

Then he ammounced that the young secretary would speak, after the singing of a hymn,
and gt once secure from the péople their gifts for the noble institution. While the
hymn wes being sung, I wrote en a eard, suggesting to the great prsacher that I
would speak for a few moments as he had suggested, bul in view of the small

company present he would doubtless agree with me that a eollection should not then
be attempted. Quickly, he wrote these Words on the reverse side of the card: 'Hever
take coumsel of your fears or appearanees; do your whole duly and you may urfearingly
leave the results with God. Certeinly, you will ask the people present to make their
gifts today.' I 4id as he suggested, and the pifts from the people, on that day of
the small congreggtior, were indeseribably impressive, Yomen gave the rings from
their fingers, and men gave their watches and their purses. It was one of the days
of God's right hand among His veople, It marked an epoch in their lives. Bubl let us
hark back to the epochal message that was on the card: 'Never take counsel of your
fears or appearances; do your whole duty, and you may unfearingly leave the results
with God.'" Is not this our abiding temptation, to teke counsel of our fears and of
appesrances? If we follow such counsel we are decmed to inevitable defeat.

When it is placed in human ageney. 1

This temptation is likewise constent and very menaseing. To the degree that we put
our confidence in the arm of flesh, we shall fail im Christ's work.

£1 along the unfolding centuries, God has surprised the people with His strange
choices., He chose His early spostles from the humblest surroundings. Charles He
Spurgeon was taken to Iondon before he was out of his teens, and in half a dozem
years his testimony for Christ had challenged Iondon and the British Isles and the
whole round earth. See also the far-reaching testimony of Dwight L. Meody. Twe
continents were 1ifted closer to God by the testimony of thet plain men, Vherein
were the hidings of power in the lives of these mighty servants of God? They were
plain men, from humble surroundings., Théy did not have the training of the schools,
And yet they moved the world, and their vital testimony lives on and on. What is God
saying to us as we gaze upon such men? He is saying this: “MYour faith is net

to stand in the wisdem of men, but in the power of God." Deoes it not comfort your
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hearts, even as it comforts mine, to reflect that God may now be getting ready scome
hunble lad, in some humble home, here, or there, or yonder, whose testimony for Christ
a few years hence will rally America and the world to follow our risen Saviour and
Iord? Our faith is not to stand in human agency or the wisdom of men, but in the
power of God. ,

I%hen_we lzr.mit God.'

One of thé most arresting expressions im all of the Bible is: *"They limited God "

The Psalmist said, "They limited the Holy CGne of Isracl.," The gospels expressly tell
us that Christ could not do any mighty works in a certain section becaiise of the
attitude of the people there, namely, their unbelief, &t first thought, the statement
that God cen be limited seems utterly impossible. He cen be so limited, else man would
be a2 mere machine. ¥em are eclothed with moral freedom and can say "yes"™ or "no® to
God. The highest prerogative of a humen life is the power of choice, and such prero-
getive is likewise life's gravest danger. 3Everywhere in the Bible it is written

large that men can limit God, =md what is more, they do eadly limit Him, How mey

we limit God?

(1) By our praying.

The Zpostle James said, "Ye have not, because ye ask not.," And does he not also
remind us that we can 1imit God by prayimnz with the wrong motive? "Ye ask, and
receive not, because ye ask amiss, that ye may consmme it upon your lusts.”
Our prayers mey be dictatorial instead ef humbly submissive to Ged. Their true
mesring may be, "Not Thy will but mine be done.," The heart of all true prayer is
anreserved submission to the will of God. His will is always right and safe and
best, Why sheuld men hesitate to pray, without stint or reserve, that His will
may be done? :

(2) By our living.

Cur lives sre either echannels or clegs, through which blessings may come to the
people, or be hindered from coming to them. Beyond question, the deepest wounds
that are ever infiicted upon Jesus are those that come from His friemds. "And
one shell say wmtec Him, 'What sre these wounds in thine hand?'..,..Then, He shall
answer, 'Those with which I was wounded in the house of ¥y friemds.'® The best
argument for Christianity is a faithful, joyful, comsistent Christism. BEvery
Christian whose life is wrong with God positively hinders Ged and limits Him by
that much,

(3} By our idleness,

Jdleness is a terrible memace. The old saying is wretchedly true that “An idle
brain is the devil's workshop." The other old saying is equally true that '
#Satan finds some mischief still feor idle hands to do." Anywhere and everywhere,
idleness is & menace. :

(4) By our short-sightedness.

We look at difficulties and fail to look beyond them to God. We talk about
baffling sitiiations and hopeless cases and leave God out. Against every difficulty,
the lord puts His searching inquiry: ®Is anything too hard for the Lord?" What
kind of a Cod hive we? Do we have a great God or is He helpless before the

stern facts of sin and sorrow and death?

Whet the noble Morrison was sailing, as a young mar to be a missionmary, In
China, the captain of the boat taunted him with the guestion: "o you think that
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you can save the heathen Chinese?" The young man mzde the simple, but complets
reply: "Fo, Sir, but I think that God can.” The message of the immortal Carey
is ever 1o be kept irn our falthful remembrance: MAttempt great things for
Gods expect great things from God."™ Where is the faith that langhs at diffi-
culties because it looks beyond them to Ged?

A V:Lctonous Faith Is Desirsble.

Evidently, the apostles of our lerd felt that there was something lacking in thelir
souls which they would gladly possess., The destrine of the great Teacher, perhaps,
was not Bo clear to them as they could have wished; or perhaps they felt themselves

a painfully long distance behind their Leader in 'bhes.r spirit and bearing; or it may
be thet they found themselves unable to do such works as they judged that they ought
to be able to do, in and through the Feme of the great Healer, But, whatever thelir
source of dissatidfaction, they agreed that they were in spiritual went., They agreed
that what was wanted was an increase of faith. And they were perfectly right in
their judement. Consequently, they became more enllghtened , more spiritual, more
devoled and more useful.

&n increase of faith is desirsbles—
1. For the sake of our holiness,

It enriches our characlters. It helps to obtain other spirituel blessings, for
they are bestowed according te the measure of faith.

2, For the sake of our happiness.
3. For the sake of our usefuiness,

Only 2z faith which is a llVlng end growing power, like the mustard seed in the
soil, will triumph over the diffieulties to be mot and mastered in life. The
fact is thabiw

(1) A formel faith is not worth anything.
It deludes and misleads.

{(2) A feeble faith will sccomplish little, if anything.
a, It enters wpon, but sbandons, the goodly enterprise,
b. It shrinks from open avowal,
e. It makes a feeble fight in the hour of bat'ble.
de It sinks in the hour of trial

(3) & living, appropriating faith is the only effective power. A faith that,
like the mustard seed in the soil, puts forth the power, of life, and appropriates
+o itself the riches that are aroumd it in order that, further on, it mey bear
Pruit--this is a power that will be felt., It will gecomplish great and wonderful
things. It will uproot great evils in God's name and strength. It will also
upraise noble structures of geod.

4o For the sake of our comfort.
Nothing but faith can sustain us wnder dark and trying prow.dences. A victorious

faith imparts conmsolation in the hour of sorrow. Its importance in the hour of
death renders it unspeskably desirable.



ITII. A Vic‘borieug Faith Is Possible.
This will appeer from:—
1. The goodness and power of its Author.
2. The progressive natures of Christianity.,
3. The admonitiens of the Bible.
be The experiences of the disciples.
(1) They had faith,
{2) They did npot have enough faith,

3} They could not increase their ownm faith,
(4) The Iord Jesus could a:ad 'did incresse their faith,

ng may we strengthen our i‘a;i.th?

1. By meking it & matter of earnest prayer.
If you are net & person of preyer, you are not a person of faith, Jesus -
gave His diseiples a great task to accomplish, and they eried back to Him,
"lord if you expeet that of us, increase cwr faith." Prayer always increases
faith, and faith ever inclines to prayer, -

2. By studying the character of the object of faith.
Meditete on the power, wisdom and goodness of our Lord Jesus Christ,

3. By avoiding everything that temds to 1mpai-f its stréngth-e

4e By pleading the promises of Ged.
He would have us plead His promises when we call wpon Him,

5, By seeking the power and guidance of the Holy Spirit,
Hew mervelous is His power! How wonderful is His guidance!

Surely, the prayer of the spostles of old is the right prayer for us today anpd
all the days: "Lord, increase our faith.”



