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PEEVERTING GOD'S GIFTS

"And she said, The Philisiines be upon thee, Sazmson, And he swoke out of his sleep, and
szid, I will go out 2s st cother times before, and shake myself., And he wigt not that the
lord was deparied frow kim.® Judges 16:20.

Samson, the thirteenth judge of the Isrselites, was a men of remerkable physical surength
and alarming weazlmesses of char g remembered by his sgelfish indulgences rather
than his worthy sxploiis.

I. The Foretelling of Samson's Birih.

Ir the village of Zorsh, which wes nsstled among the scenic hills of northern Judah,
lived Manoah and his wife. They had never known the joys and responsibilities of
parsnthood. Advancing in years, they were griewously dissppointed sud truly heart-
broken ever being deprived of sn heir.

4 sent 2 messenger to the wife of Mancah %0 promizse her a son. Through this messenger
God snnounced His purpose in giving the boy, namely, "The child shsll be 2 Nazarile

to God from the womb: and he ghall begin to deliver Isrzel out of the hand of the
ot

tinss.® Filled with inexpressible joy ab the thought of becoming the perents of
on, they resolved to do their best to help the boy to schieve God's purpose in his

God's messenger told Manoahls wife what 6o do during the premstal periocd. He commsnded
her to refrsin from drinking sny wine or sbrong drink or from eating anything which
would impair the physical well-being of the child. What a plity thet so many mothers
today injure their children before they are born! With unguestioning faith Hanoshls
wife obheyed the commznd of God, znd her correct living wes cawsgsliy relsted Lo the
splendid physique and megnificent strength of her son.

When the boy wag born, he wag named Somson, which means Ysunshine,® and fruvly he wasg
the sunhsine of that howe. God gave this boy 2 good body, 2 good mind, asnd the proper

religious training. Frow his infsncy he was dedicated to the Lord under the Nazarite
vows, which caused him to refrain from pertaking of anything thest came from the vine,
from indulging in the pleasuvres of the worlid, snd from going near the dead. OSamsen
wag fortunste in being reared in the knowlsdgs thait (od had giwen him Iife and was
expecting grest things from him. In attempiing to compress his childhood and youth
inbc one sentence, the histeorisn wrols: YAnd the c¢hild grew and the Lorc blessed him."
What a priceless inheritance!
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The Feats of Samson.
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God selected Somson and endowed him with superbumen strength in order thst he might
Toegin wo deliver g of the hand of the FPhilistines." (od never calls 2
s b lao eguipping him. There were a2 mumbsr of remarkabl
T aer of Ssmeon. One wae the seizing of the young lion

ws, wrenching thew =part 25 one would tear a pisce of cloth, and leaving
the carcass by the rosdside. Another was that of bresking the cords with which he
wgg bound. So grest wes his prowess that on s3ill another ocession he gzelzed a molst
Jewhone of a very recently decessed ags ¥and slew s thoussnd men therewith.?

It pleased God to grant Ssmson this unequaled strength so long as he was obedient o
Him. In varicus waye Ssmson commands our admiration.

I¥T, The ¥Fall of S=wmson.

ye 1 3 . £ . Sin marks thal way., No men ever commitied 2 gin and
ggcaped 2 £211. Somgon sinned when he made his own plessure, instead of the will of
h i
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Sameon went bo Timnath, ssw 3 Fhilistine girl, fell in love with her at first sight, and
decided to meryy her. His parents counseled him ageinst doing so. They advissed and
pleaded with him to marry one of his own people, bub Samson displayed his demsnding
nature by saying: "iet her for e 3 for she pleaseth me well." Disregsrding God's
purpose for hig 1ife, Sameon made pleasure the chief thing in his I1ife. Fi ally, g
compromising perents, sgainst thelr own better jJudgment, zsccompamled him in the way of
clear dischedience to the expressed will of God. As we might expech, the result was a
s2d one, she later dessrted him for one who professsed To be his friend. Samson then
went to znother Philistine town, Gaza, and there found an harlot, who 2lso beirsyed hin
But etill Ssmson did not lesarn % lasson. ﬁgain, he fell in lewve with a Philistine

woman, Delilsh, and she cawsed hlq downfsll. Asg s Nezarite he had no businege in the
company of such » person zs she.

Har people promised her eleven hundred pleces of silver if she would discover for them
the secret of Samson's strength. Even seo, the world is always seeking the secret of the

E
strength of God's children in order that 1t may wsaken it znd dishonoxr the Giver of it.
Three times Delilsh sought to get Samson to tell hsr the secret of his gtrength, and each
time he drugped his conscience and teld her a falsehood. With tenacity and persistence
and the feminins srgument “you don't love me zany more or you weuld tell me,® Delilah
made a supreme abiempt to accemplish her purpese. As 3 result of her blandishmente,
Samson teld her thst if his locks were shorn his sirengih would be gone. His long hair
was only the symbol of his Hazarite vow to God. He lost his strength when be broke his
vOu.

The Folly of Sin.

Without sny delay Delilah callad in one of the Philistines. She caused Ssmson to sleep
upon her knees. In obedience te her command, this man shaved off the seven locks of
Samson's hair, whereupon his strength 1sft him.

1. Sin cost “amson his strangth.

When the Lemptress greeted him with the familiar ery: "The Philistines be upon thee,
Samson,® the hero arose with his old-time courage, ot found that his strength wae
gone. God will not give uve power i we refuse to uss 1t fer Him. The Ffather loved
the prodigsel son while he wes in the far counitry, but he could not bless him thers.
Jur Father woos us wbe we are im the far country, but He fzeds us at His own teble.
Sin cubs ws off from His help and strength. It robs ug of His power.

2. 8in cosb Ssmson his vision.

Hig encmies ook him snd pubt ouh his eyes. 'When he broke with God, he broke with the
light. Uhen he went inte sin, he went iando darkmess. It is ever so. Sin means morsl
blindnesgs.

3. Sin cost Samsen his freedom.

It bound him with fetbers of brass. It set him to working 28 2 glave. That was noi
what Bamzon expecited. He thought when he left lsrael and set ocut for Gaza that he
was going o find 2 larger 1ife and 5 fulisr fresdom. That is the premise which
sin has made to its votaries ail through the centuries. BEut it is a promise that
hze never been kepi. B8in never means frecdom or liberty. It alwaysmans slavery.
The very momenti you step aside from the pathwey of rightecusness, you begin o dress
your scul in chains. Ssmson went inbdo the ways of wrongdoing o fipd g larger
liberty and a lsrger 1ife, but he did not find elther. He only found fetters and

a prison house and a slsvels ftask. It is ever so.
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Sztan delights to bring down the glsni. He has 2 terrible blinding snd binding power.

Truly Samson is one of the most pathetic figures in the Word of God. Hig biography

portrays the tragedy of & life which was auspicicus in beginning, rich in possibiiiiies,
1z gifts. Samson

illustrated the fact that God will not continue to give IHis power to those who refuse

to use it for Him. Somson's wseted 1ife is 3 warming to =il of the folly of sin, and

cf the tragedy of perveriing or misusing God's gifts.



