ONLY THIS ONCE

“ind  Samson called wnio the Iord, and said, 0 Lord God, remember me, I pray thee, and
strengthen me, I nray thee, only this once.” Judges 16:28.

For approximately forty years the Israeilifes had been in gubjection to the Philistines. Dur-
ing their servitude, and in spite of the apostate iimes, some of them remeined true and
faithful to God, who was orevaring to deliver them from the hands of thelr enemles.

In the village of Zorah, nestled among the scenic hills in northern Judsh, lived Manosh
and his wife, who had never known the joys and responsibilities of parenthood. As old age
approached, they were grievously disepnointed and truly hesrtbroken over being devnrived an

heir,

Sod sent a messenger to the wife of Manoah to promise her a son. Through this messenger God
snnounced Fis purpose in giving the boy, namely, "He shall begin to deliver Israel out of
the hand of the Philistines." Vhen Manoah heerd his excited wife describe the messenger and
reiate the contents of the messsge, he wanted to interview him before accepting his remarkable
prophecy as being true. Presently the messenger appeared to her a second time, and she im-
medistely called her husband. IManozh came snd Iistened to the messenger and believed his
mMessSage. ’ ) ’ '

Manoah and his wife were filled with inexpressible joy at the very thought of being the
parents of a son by whom the Lord should begin to deliver Israel. They resolved to do their
very best to help the boy to achieve God's purmose in his life., They did not want God's
g3ift spart from His purpose. (od's messenger told Menoah's wife what to do during the bpre-
natal reriod. He commanded her to refrain from drinking or esting anything which would im-
pair the physical well-being of the child. With uncuestloning faith, she obeyed the command
of God. Fer correct living was csusslly related to the splendid physicue and megnificent
strength of her son. '

Under these delightful ausvices the boy was born.  Fe was named SsmSon, vhich simoly weans
“gunshine.” Truly Samson was the sunshine of that home. HNo one could have had a better

stort than he. God gave him a good body, a good mind and the proper religlous training.

From hig infancy he was dedieated to the lord under the Nazarite vows and it was intended

that he should live a2 godly life. A Nagarite was simply an Israelite who devoted himself to
God in an umusual way. He would not partake of anything that ceme from the vine. He decliined
to indulge in the pleasures of this world. He refrained from going near the deed. Hig long,
uncut hair was the outwerd evidence that he was a Nezarite.

Semson grew up in the belief that he was dedicated to God, that there was a specifie work
for him to do, and that God would eneble him to do it. The emergles of his body, the fac-
ulties of his mind, and the strength of his will were yielded to the Lord. FHe surrendered
himself to go anywhere, to do anything, and to risk any danger for his God.

Viewed as a whole, Samson's life is & sermon in itself, one that is glad in its begimning,
but ssd in its ending. From the record of his life certain things are noteworthy:

I. The Feats of Strength.

A feat is simoly a noteble deed or achievement. In his feats of strength three things
stand outb, )

1. He surpassed all others.
From a ohysical standpoint, the world has never seen his egual. His strength was
2 pifi from God and came 28 a result of the faithful observance of the Ngzarite
vow, both by his mother and himself, His unusual strength is expiained in the
statement, "The Spirit of the Lord ceme mightily upon him.” Samson teught his
contemporaries that the strengih they needed to fight their baitles and overcome
+heir foes came from God alone,
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For one's name to live, all that is necessary is to surpass all others in sone-
thing. Imerscon was correct in saying, "If 2 man write a hetter book, nrezach a
better sermon, or make z bhetter mouse-irap than his néighbor, though he build his
house in the wilderness, the world will make z besten path te his door.¥ If yom
will do something better than anybody else does it, it wlil become known and the
world will never forget vou.

2. He glew a lion without a weapon.

" As he wag going to see his Dbest girl, a voung lion, with terrific roar, suddenly
sprang at him, Belng unarmed, Samson selzed the beast by the jaws, and with iron
grip, wrenched them apart, leaving the carcass by the roadside. Aind the reccrd
says, "But he told not his father or his mother what he had done.” HNot only was
Samson sstonished a2t this remarkable fest of strength, but probably he thought
that not even hie parents would belleve him shounld he tell whet he had done. Vhen
God gave him the vietory over that young lion which roared and sprang at him, it
was a warning to him that sin lay crouching at the door of his heart like that
voung lion waiting for his vrey.

3. He glauvghtered his enemies., - : ‘
Samgon went down to Ashkelon and slew thirty men, and returned with their garments.
He then went to visit his wife. Her father would not admit him becsuse he had
given her to Samscn's compenion. He insisted that Samson teke her younger sister.
Declining to do so, in his anger Samson tied one hundred fifty firebrands to the
tails of three hundred foxes and released the foxes 1in the grain fields, and the
fire not only destroyed the grain but alse the vineyards and olives. The Philis-
tines retaliasted by burning Samson's wife and father-in-lsw. Semson thern avenged
the Philistines by smiting them "hip and thigh with & grest slaughter.” Fearing
the consefuences of his action, three thousand men of Judeh surrounded Samson,
bound him with new cords, and delivered him to the Philistines, Immedlately, he
broke the cords with which he was bound, seized an impromptu weapon, "and slev a
thousand men therewith," '

1T, The Fall of Samson.,

There is only one way %o fall.. Sin marks that way. o man ever committed & sin and
escaped 2 fall, UYhen Eve sinned ghe fell., Vhen idam sinned he fell. Samson's first
“g#in was in affection. He made his own pleasure, instead of Cod's purpese, the rule of -
his life. He went to a Philistine town, Timnath, saw a Philistine girl, and decided %o
marry her, His parents counseled hin against marrying the Philieltine girl. They
pleaded with him to marry one of his own people. They knew it was wrong for him to
merry a Philistine, and so advised against it, Samson replied, "Get her for me; for
she pleaseth me well." Thus, he answered their plea with the demand of his own plessure.
He made his pleasure greater than God's purpose. He disregarded God's purpose for his
life, and his compromising parents accompanied him in the way of disobedience to God's
clear lezding. A&nd what was the vesult? The record is & gsad one,

Hig Philistine wife, who pleased him so well, before he got her, promised the Philistine
that she would entice Samson to tell her the meaning of the riddle he had propounded to
thenm at the wedding feast. Uhen she asked him what it was be did not tell her. the
then began erying and sasid, "Thou . . . lovest me not.” He told her that he had not
even told his father or mother, so she should not expect him to tell her. "iInd she

wept before him the rest of the seven days,” which was the duration of the feast., Sam-
son could not withstand that feminine argumernt of tears, so he told her the answer to

the riddle. She immediately betrayed him to her people, and then deserted him for-an- .-
other who had professed to be his friend.

Instead of profiting by this sad experience, Samson went to another FPhilistine town,
Gaza, and there found another womsn, this time an harlot. She toc betrayed him to the
Philistines and they compasged him in and laid in wait all night intending to kill him
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when it was day. Samson roge in the middle of the night, and took hold of the brazen
gates of the city, which had been shut upon him after it was discovered that he was
within the city, lifted them with the posts in which they were plsced, carried them fo
the top of & neighboring hill, sand left them there.

But still Samson has not learned his lesson. Agzain he falls in love with a Philistine
woman, Delilsh, snd she ceuses his downfall. Her pecple promised her eleven hundred
pieces of Q1lver if she would discover for them the secret of the champion's strength.
The world is always seeking the secret of the strength of the child of God. It does

so in order that it mey weaken this strength and meke it ceptive and dishonor its source.
Three times ghe tried to get him to tell her the secret of his strength., Zach time he
drugged his consclence and told her & lie. Any man vho thus dallies with temmtation

is doomed to fall. With unholy versistence and that feminine argument 'you don't love

me any more or you would tell me! Delilah made z supreme attemot %o accommlish her nur-
pose. He renlied that if his locks were shorn bls strength would be gone.

Tmmediately she called in the lords of the Philistines. Then she made Samson sleep upon
her knees and called for a man to ghave off the seven locks of his head, When she is-
sued the fourth challenge, "Samson the Philistines be upon thee,” he rose with a deter-
mination to display agein his wonderful strength. His virtue gone, his vow broken, he
gtaggered out to grapplé with his foes, and he vut forth his hands bo fight, "for he
wist not that the lord was departed from him," but the unheony man found uhat hig great
power had gone from him. He handled himself as in times past, but he was powerless.

Hig foes did as they pleased with him., They put out his eves. They bound his limbs
with fetters of braSQ, thrust kim into prison, end forced him to grind at thelr machines.
He provides us one of the most pathetic pictures in the Eible, Now, why should there

have beern such a tragic end to such a bright and ausplcious beginning? Simply because
of his falling into sin. Semson thought he eould hold o the world with one hand and
the throne of God with the other hand. ttle by 1ittie he siivped away. It all goes

to show us that we cannot go to sleep in the lan of the world snd hold the smiles and

“the favor of God.

The Folly of Sin,

1. Sin cost Samsen his strength.
When the tempiress greeted him with the fewilisr cry: ¥The FPhilistines be upon
thee, Samson,” the hero arose with his old-time courage, but found that his strength
Wes gone., God will not give us power if we refuse to use it for Him. The father
loved the prodigal son while he was in the far country, but he could not Dless him
there. Our Father woos ue when we sre in the far country, but He feeds us at His
own table. Sin cuts us off freom His help and strength. It robs us of His vpower.

2. Sin cost Samgon his vision.
His enemies took him and out out his eyes. When he broke with God, he broke with
the light. UWhen he went into sin he went into darkness. It is ever so. Sin
means moral blindness.

3. Sin cost Samson his freedon.

It bound him with fetters of brass. It set him to werking as a sleve. That was
not what Samson expected. He thousht when he left Israel and set oul Lo Gaza
that he was goins to find a larger 1ife and e Tuller freedom. That is the promise

wnich sin has made to its votaries sl through the centuries, But it is a promise
that has never been kepot. Sin never means freedom or liberty. It always means
slavery. The very momeni you step aside from the nathway of rlgrtenuqnesc, you
begin to dress your soul in chains, Samson went into the wave of wrong doing to
find a larger liberty and & larger 1ife, but he did not find elther, Te only
found fetters and a prison house snd a slave's task. It is ever so.
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Satan loves to bring down the giant. He has a terrible blinding snd binding
power. The story of Samson is that of the iragedy of a 1ife rich in possibilities,
wondrous in (od-given powers, vrofligste in the use of them, sinful in wmind and
debauched in body. What a wasted life '

On, the tragedy of what might have been! Semson's 1life is a warning vost that
God hes opul up that others might nob fall into the seme degradation. It is a mes-
sage from God of warning to your soul.

The Pnilistines, the enemies of Israel and of God, were having a grest celebration
at Gaza, the cepital of the kingdom. The celebration was in honor of their god
Dagon. Their chief theme of rejoleing was that thelr god Dagon had delivered the
mighty Semson, the Hebrew champion, into their hands, This, to them, was proof
that Dagon was a mightier god than the God of Israel. TWhen the veople were well
drunken, they began to shout and call for Samson to be brought forth and to ex-
hibit his great strength., "Bring out Semson, the blind Hebrew giant ! Hath not
Dagon delivered him into our hands?" And here he comes., Poor, blind Samson, led
by a 1ittle boyl

The spectators, crowding the roof garden of the temple and nalace, commented with
smazement upon the maznificent proportions of the blind giant. They began to
jeer, and taunt, and mock Samson: 'Where is your Jehoveh? Our Dagon is mightier
than your God and has delivered you into our hands. Now you will slay no more

of us with the jJawbone of an assi Today you will be our sport !¥ But beware,
Philistines ! GSamson's hair has grown long again,

in the oven court in front of the temple and palace, in full view of the three
thousand people on the roof and the other thousands massed around the courtyerd,
Semson gave an exhibition of his strewngth, After a time, he indiceted to the lad
who atiended him that he would like to rest. The lad led him to the arched entrance
to the temple. With each hand Samson embraced a pillar, and stood with his head
bhowed. From the baleconies they called down, "look at the gient ) Samson ig tireds
He hag to rest for & while." DBut Bamson was not resting. He was vreying. Turn-
ing his sightiess eyeballs heavenward, he lifted bis volce and said, "0 Lord, Cod,
remember me, 1 pray thee, end strengthen me, I pray thee, only this once.™

Suddenly the two pillars which upheld the roof gave way, and down in one roar of

ruin crashed the bullding, burying the multitude in its debrie., Uhen the vellow

dust had settled, three thousand of the Philisitines lay dead amid the ruins. And
there smong them lay Ssamson., God had hesrd his prayer. "Only this once " This

was the remarkable thing in that final prayer of Samson.



