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SHAMGAR

"And after him was Shamgsr the son of Anath, which slew of the Fhilistines six hundred
men with an oxgead: and he azlsc delivered Isrzel.¥ - Judges 3:3]

Shamgar was one of the judges of Israel. The office of & judge in that age was not to
administer justice in the ordinery way. It was rather to zet the part of & U“saviour,”
one who accomplishes a deliverance on the foundation of righteousness. He was to lesd
the pecple to penitence, not orly to sorrow for the past, but to reformetion for the )
future. His duty was to see thet the law of God be kept by the peoprle as the only secure
foundation for a lasting pesce. It is sasy for God to work deliverance for any people
when His Isw is kept. When that iz not done, He cannot deliver.

In Judges 2:31 we reasd of a deliverance which God wrought for Isrsel by the hand of
Shamgar. The biographical details concerning him are very meager, but they have much
to teach ali those who are trying to stand and work for God inm thm world, Shamgar
provides us with an illustration of: ~=

Victory;iﬁ,ﬁark Davys. -

In Judges 5:6 we are told thet in his days "The highways were unoccupied, and the
travellers walked through byweys." That means that the people were cowed and broken.
They were afraid to show themselves., Timidly they went about their work, Enterprise,
courage, and hope were dead. Surely this teaches us that no matter how dark and how
difficult the days in which we live, we nesd not despsir of God's cause. Shamgar did
not, and neither should we. It is ccmmon in meny Christisn circles today to stress
the unprecedented difficulties of our time. It could be argued thet much of this kind
of talk is sxsggerated, bubt even if it is not, let us remember that no dsy is too hard
for God to do his work. Instead of being depressed for thé challenge of the times, let
us be inspired by it as was Shamgar.

Victory Against Great Odds.

Shamgayr was one agsinst six hundred. This is one of the most singulsr and astonishing
battles in the history of the world. If Chamgsr had been siltuvaled where the foe could

- only come one or two at the time it would not have heen so wonderful, but he was in the

open fisld, literally surrounded by six hundred desperadoes, who were bent on plunder

and death., It gives us some idea of what pluck can do for 2 m=n when he is {ired with

a love of home and country. There is something wonderful, almost miraculous, in the
strange battie and unparalleled victory. I wonder how he could muster coursge to face

so many, and how he escaped when surrounded by such a multitude. I wonder, also, that
when the Philistines saw that they were being sliaughtered at every blow, and that they
had no power to injure their mysterious antagonist that they fought on and stood their
ground until the last man was slain. It only shows that men may have coursge in fighting
on the gide of evil without a partiels of truth or rightecusness to inspire them; that
they will saerifice their lives on the altar of a bad ceuse as well as a good one.

In the light of the tremendous odds against which Shangar fought, we are reminded that
numbers do not mean everything with God. Sometimes we boast of having tusive million
Baptists. But what really counts in Christian work is our relationship to God. A
minority really with Him can work miracles. 4 magorlty cut of touch with Him will be

spiritually ineffective,.
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Victory Through An Cbscure Man,
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God never selects a lazy or idle man when he is choosing & person to do some noble work.
He promotes none but busy men. Shamgar was plowing when the Philistines came uron him.
It spesks well of him that he had heart to plow 2t such & time for the whole country was
thrown into great fear and discouragement. Few men had courage enough just then to plow,
Such men as this humble, laboring wan is an inspiration.

God alweys has a man for the hour and freguently He finds him in some utterly unexpected

plece. In Shamgar's time the old people were probsbly recalling Fhud and bemozning’ the

fact th#1 he had no successor. Sc¢ we areapt to recell the giznts of bygone days and
ilexment the poverty of our own times, but God has His msn Ior today we may be sure.

Vietory With Unimpressive Wespons.

Shemgar @id not consider whether he was equpped for attacking thé Philistines, but he
turned on them from the plow with swift indigpation. FHe achieved the deliversnce of
his peopls by means of 8n ox~gosd. The instrument of his zsseuvlt was not made for the
kit wes put, The pover lay in the srm thet wielded the goad and the fearless
will of the men who struck for his birthright, freedom -— for Israslfs birthright, to be
the servent of no other race, &nd Shamger's ox-gosd wes sufficient when the powsr of God
beiind 1t., We msy not eommepd much in the way of weapons. Our talepts, our means
and our equipment may £11 be scenty, but if what we have is vielded, God can and will use‘
it. Thirk of whet God did by mes of Moses rod; think of whet Shamgar did with an ox-
gords think of whket David did with = gling and & Qierﬁ; think of what the boy in the
gospels did with his five borley Jooves and two fishee! BSo let us not waste our time
izmenting our limitations and TE%TPACthﬁS, but let ve five God our all and see what
He will meke of it and do with it.




