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"Behold, there was a swarm of bees sad honey in the cercese of the lion.® Judges 14:9,
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Visualize Samson on his way to see his sweetheart, rot thinking of sny danger, but his

very life was endangered. A yourg llon suddenly resred at him, but he sheuld have been
grateful for that rear. There sre some sins that destroy without rearing. Delilsh was

8 greater danger to Samson than + young lien, kt“ did net realize ii. The gleaming
of the teeth, the lashing of the i2il and the roaring gave Ssmsen time and chance., I3

wag the roar that enabled him tc mrotect himself. voaring gave him sufficient warming,
so he flung himself wpon the licwn, snd rent him sz he would have done a kid, We can be
grateful for the rear of cevtain i :ations, We k thelr mission snd intent, just as
certainly as Samson knew the 1w i that lion, he flaming eyes and gleamlng teeth,
811 crouched and ready fer lhe sord ¥hat are we fo do with suvch templations? We must
not rum from them, but faece tham, zrip them, and slszy them before the Ierd. If we are

to be victoricus, we must be un control of Soirit of God. Without Him, we shall
be bowied over. There are many - ‘Lations, but one in particular proves to be & voung
lion to every Christien, and 1t is referred to in the Bible ag "the sin which deoth so

easily beset us.?®
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It was 2 sinzular circumstamce that a man uvnarmed should have slsin a lion in the prime

of ite vigor:; and yet mere strange that a swarm of bees should heve taken possession of
the dried ecarcasgs, and have £filled it with their honey. The killing of that lion, and

the finding of that honey meke up s remerksble storv. ILnother swrprising thing, Samson
-toock the homey without being stung. Ti seems to me that the Igrselitish herc with a slain
lion in the background, standing oub im the omen r with his hands laden with masses

of honeycomb and dripping with hor vl to his parvents, mskes a fine pleture,
worthy eof the greatest srltist : vY v here of our Lord and Master, Jesus
Christ, the conguercr of death and %ell, He has ¢ ed the lion that rosred upon us
and upor Him. He hasg shoubed "wictory? over all om ‘ves, Cen't you see our triumrhant
Lord laden with sweebness, holding it forth te all Christiens, and inviting them to shave
in s jov.
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which overcometh the world, even our faith." He has thus been made more than a congueror
through him that loved us, and now he stands in the midst of his felloumen inviting them
to trust Christ. With the honey in his hands, which he conbinues still to Feast uoon,

he displays the heavenly sweetness to all that are round about him, saying, ™0 tasbe and
ses that the lord is good: blessed is the man thet trusteth in Him." Semson handing out
the honey serves 28 a perpetual rewinder of what a Christiasn should be, namely, a ceongueror
and a comforter, slaying lions and distributing hone

; . The faithful servant of God
wregtles with the powers of evil:; but with far greater delight he soesks to his friends
and companions, saying, "Eat ye that vhich is good, snd let your souls delight themselves
in sweelness,.? :

To become a Christian is to enter upen 2 nilgrimage, and the road is often rough., The
bills are steep, the valleys are darlk and glants block the way, bub the victery is nossible
through Christ. No cross means no crown, and no sweat means no sweebness, and no conflict
means no conguest. 4s follewers of Christ, we must expect to meet with strong temptations,
severe trials, stern confliects and fierce versecubions. Helped by the Spirit of God,

our victory over Sgtan will be gloriecus.

The 1ife of the believer has its sweebs, and they are of the choicegt, for what is
sweeler than honey? What is more joyful than the jov of a saint? Vhat can egual the
happiness of a believer in Christ? In our lknowledge of vardoned gin, full acceptance

in the beloved, the love of Christ ard the perfect will of God, there is sueh joy ss none
can measure or describe., We have such a living svarn of bees to meke honey for us in the
precious promises of God that there Iz more delight in stere for us than any of us can
possibly reslize. There is infinitely more aboul Yhriat for us to comprehend than we have
ever realized. How blessed it i 1o receive of Fis Tulness; to be swestensd with His
sweetness, and yet to know that infinite pgoodness still remsins.

In 211 the catalogue of bumen joys none can match a sense of pardoned sin. PFull forgiveness!
Free forgiveness! BEhernal forgiveness! To know that the Iord has blotied out your sin

is a knowledge which is rich with wmubtershle bliss. When veu have conguered a sinful
desire, veu have obtained a vietory which fills your heart with jov umspeskable, and vou

are devoutly grateful te have been helped by the Eoly Snirii o master your own spirit,

Jut of the brass of our trials we m the trumpets of our Ltriwmph. Az poon as we have
tasted the honey of forgiven sin and experienced the bliss which God has laid up fer His
people in Christ Jesus, we understend it to be beoth our duty and our privilege To communicate
the good news to as hany others as possible. Ye long to see others trust the Iord Jesus
Christ and live spiritusl lives.

Iet me new be very personal and practical in suggesiting some things that each of us ought
to be. Among them are the fpllowing:

1. Be Christian,

2. Be sgtraight.
When loaded with honey a bee goes straight home. That accounts for the exvression,

Tstraight as a bee line.”

3. Be punctual, ‘
& hee alwvays comes and goes on time., Tt never loiters. Some people are always late.

4o Be clean,
Bees are careful te remove gll dirk. Be clean in sveech, thought and living.

5. Be enthusiagtiec,
Enthuslasm, vhich means bubbling over with life, is your esset and lishility. Be
enthusiasstic for the lerd Jesus Christ. Iet others know sbouwt Him.
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Be cheerful,

Be sympathic.
Bees carry the sick en their backe imbo the sunshine. Sympathy is two hearts tugping
at one losd, ,

Be ontimistie.
An optimist sees an opportunity in every difficuliy, whereas a pessimist sees difficulty
in every opportunity. ILosk on the bright side of things.

Be chedient., : o

Bees cbey the law of thelr gqueen. They are atiached to her, love her and are loyal
to her. They could not get along and mske honey unless they were obedient to her.
Disobedience causes confusion in the home, the school and elsewhere.

Be industricus.
A bee 1ig alweys busy doing scmething useful and worthwhile., They are wonderful workers,

Be kind.
Bees do not guarrel but work gquietly and orderly. Ome reans as he sows.

Be ethieal,
"Do uwho others as you weuld have them do unto you.®

Be fyiendly.

Comngtantius said, "My treasures are my friends.” "A man thst hath friends must show

himself friendly." If you want friends, be complimentary.

Be chariitable.

Your attitude is very important. Tt will havs much to do with vour happiness, as
well ag being a2 major Tactor in determining the esteem in which others hold you. You
will attract or drive away from you. Iock for the best instead of the worst., ™With
what measure you mete, it shall be measured to you egsin.®

Be watehful.

Christ said, "I say unio 211, Watch.?

(1) Wateh your words-—what you say.
Your words can be pleasant and helpful, or they ean cub, burn and blister. Many
are wrecked becauvse of what they say.

(2} Wateh your actions--what you do.
Guoard against tempiation and avoild regrets in the future.

(3) Wateh your theughts,
Goed and evil begin here.

{4} Watch vour companions.
Keep company with the right sert.

(5) Watch vour habits.
Habit is a cable that is woven daily and Is hard to bresk., Ouitivate good habits.

Be viectoricus.
If you have handicans, don't rebel against them or indulge in self-pity over them,
but master them, Change your handicans into en opportunity for service,



