" A SWARM OF BEEZ AND HOEEY®
Pshold, thers was & swarm of bees and honey in the carcass of the 1lon." Judges 14:3.
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Samson, having fallen in love with a Philistine woman, persuaded his father and mother to
zo with him to Timnath ‘o get her for him. OUn the way, he turned aside and sauntered

into the vineyard, when suddeniy a lion wibth terrific rear sprang at him. Overshadowed by
divine providence, Samson seized the uprearing monster by the jaws, and with iron grip he
twisted and wrenched them apart, leaving the young lion dead by the roadside. It was by
the Spirit of God that he won such a great victory. The Scriptures tell us, "The Spirit of
the Lord came mightily upon him, and he rent him as he would have rent a kid,” even though
he had nothing in his hand. '

Having accomplished the object of the visit to Timnath, they returned home. After a time,
acecording to arrangement, the wedding tock place. Samson and his parents travelsd over
the same route which they had before., When they came near to the jungle where Samson had
encounttered the young lion, the memory of that incident drew him aside to the spot where
it had occurred., This he did, doubtless, wibth great thanksgiving. When he approached
the place, he saw the bones or carcass of the lion, as clean and white as ivory, for the
jackals, eagles, vultures, ebc., had stripped off the skin and flesh. V¥hile standing and
looking at it, he saw a busy scene, a swarm of bees and honey in the carcass. There were
the bones, and honey in the hollow of that skeleton. ¥hat a strange hive in which to make
honey! You might think it strange that bees, which are the cisanest of all the insects,
should select such a place as that in which to make honey. 2Bub, it is not strange at all.
In that hot climate, and where there are so many other insects, in a few days all merks of
death and pollution have gone from the carcass, and the skelston is as clean as the hoxes
in which bees in our day gather the wealth of gardens and meadows and orchards.

Visualize Samson on his way to see his sweetheart, not thinking of any danger, but his very
life was endangered. A young lion suddenly roared at him, but he should have been grate--
ful for that roar. There are some sins that destroy without rearing. Delilah was a greater
danger to Samson than that young lion, but he did not realize it. The gleaming of the
teeth, the lashing of the tail and the recaring gave Samson time and chance. It was the
roar that enabled him to protect himself. That roaring gave him sufficient warning, so he
filung himself upon the lion, and rent him as he would have done a kid., Ve can be grateful
for the roar of certain temptations. Ve know their mission and intent; just as certainly
as Samson knew the intent of that lion, with its flaming eyes and gleaming testh, all
crouched and ready for the spring. Yhat ars we to do with such temptations? We must not
run from them, but face them, grip them, and slay them before the Lord. If we are to be
victorious, we must be under the conbrol of the Spirit of God. Without Him, we shall be
bowled over. There are many tempbations, but one in particular proves to be a young lion
to every Christian, and it is referred to in the Bible as "the sin which doth so easily
beset us,?

It was a singular circumstance that a man unarmed should have slain a lion in the prime of
its vigor; and yet mors strange that a swarm of bees should have taken possession of the
dried carcass, and have filled it with their honey. The killing of that iion, and the
finding of that honey make vp a remarkable story. Anocther surprising thing, Samson took
the honey without being stung. It seems to me that the Israelitish hero with a slain

lion in the background, standing out in the open road with his hands laden with masses of.
honevcomb and dripping with honey, which he holds out to his parents, makes a fine picture,
worthy of the greatest artist. And what a type we have here of our Lord and Master, Jesus
Christ, the conqueror of death and hell. He has destroyed the lion that roared upon us and
upon Him. He has shouted "victory® over zl1l our foes. Can't you see our trimmphant Lord
laden with sweetness, holding it forth to all Christians, and inviting them to share in
His jov.

Samson may well serve as the symbol of evsry Christian in the world. The Christian has
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been helped by divine gracs in his spiritual conflicts, and he has mown "ths victory
which overcometh the world, even our faith.® He has thus been made more than a congueror
through him that loved us, and now he stands in the midst of his fellowmen iaviting them
to trust Christ. With the honey in his hands, which he continues stiil to feast upon, he
displays the heavenly sweetness to all that are round aboub him, saying, "0 taste and see
that the Lord is good: bisssed is thez man that trusteth in Him,” Samson handing out the
honey serves as a perpetual reminder of what a Christian should be, namely, a congueror
and a comforter, slaying lions and distribubing honey. The faithful servant of God wrestles
with the powers of evil: but with far greater delight he spesks to his friends and com-
panions, saying, "Eat ye that which is good, and let your souls deiight themsslves in
sweetness, "

To become a Christian is to enter wupon a pilgrimage, and the road is often rough. The
hills are steep, the valleys are dark and giants block the way, bubt the victory is possible
through Christ., No cross means no crown, and no sweabt means no sweetness, and no conflict
means no conguest, As followers of Christ, we must expect to meet with strong temptations,
severe trials, stern conflicts and fierce persecutions. Helped by the Spirit of God,; our
victory over Satan will be glorious.

The life of the believer has its sweebs, and they are of the choicest, for what is swselser
than honey? Vhat is more joyful than the joy of a saint? What can egual the happiness of
a believer in Christ? In our knowledge of pardoned sin, full acceptance in the beloved,
the love of Christ and the perfect will of God, there is such joy as none can measure

or describe. We have such a living swarm of bees to make honey for us in the precious
promises of God that there is more delight in store for us than any of us can possibly
realize, There ig infinitely mors aboubt Christ for us to comprehend than we have ever
realized. How blessed it is to receive of His fulness, tc be sweetened with His swesiness,
and yebt to know that infinile goodness still remains,

In all the catalogus of human joys none can match a sense of pardoned sin. Full forgive-
ness! Free forgiveness! Ebernal forgiveness! To know that the lord has blotted out your
sin is a knowledge which is rich with unutterable bliss, When you have congusred a sinful
desire, you have obtained a victory which fills your heart with joy unspeskable, and you
are devoutly grateful to have been helped by the Holy Spirit fo master your own spirit.
Out of the brass of our trials we make the trumpebs of our triumph. As soon as we have
tasted the heoney of forgiven sin and experienced the bliss which God has laid up for iis
people in Christ Jesus, we understand it to be both our duty and our privilege to commun-—
icate the good news to as many others as possible. We long to see others trust the Lord
Jesus Christ and live spiritual lives.

Let me now be very personal and practical in suggesting scme things that each of us
ought %o be., Among them are the following:

1. Be Chrigtian.

2. Be Straight.
When loaded with honey a bee goes straight home. That accounts for the expression,

Ustraight as a bee line.”

3. Be punctual.
A bee always comsé and goes on time. It never loiters, OSome psople are always late.

L Be clean.
Bees are careful to remove all dirt. Pe clean in speech, thought and living.

5. Be enthusiastie,

Enthusias w?ich means bubbling over wit% life, is your agset and liability. Ze
ent u51as@£c or tﬁeagord Jesus Christ, et others ow about Him.
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Be chesrful,

Be sympathetic.
Bees carry the sick on their backs into the sunshins. Sympathy is two hearts tugging
at one load,

Be optimistic,
An optimist sees an opportunity in every difficulty, wheresas a pessimist sees difficulty
in every opportunity. Look on the bright side of things., :

Be obedient,

Bees obey the law of their cueen. They are abtached to her, love her and are loyal to
her, They could not gzt along and make honey unless they were cbedient to hsr,
Discbedience causss confusion in the home, the school and elsewhere.

Be industrious.
A bee is always busy doing somethlng useful and worthwhile. They are wonderful workers.

Be kind.

There 1s no need to tell you what it means to be kind., You know that, But not every
one knows how much of the worlid's happiness depends on being kind, even in 1ittle things.
A lot of gorrow comes from unikindness; wnkind words, unkind deeds. And the trouble is
that we are often wikind when we do not really mean to be so. ”houqhtlesoly we say and
do unkind things, but they hurt just as much as though we said and did them purposely.

On the other hand, much good has been done by kind words and thoughtful deeds.

Be ethical.
Do unto obthers as your would have them do unbto you.®

Be friendly,
GConstantius said, ™y treasures are my friends.” "A man that hath friends must show
himself friendly.” If you want friends, be complimentary.

Be charitable.

Your attitnde is very important. It will have much to do with your happiness, as well
as being a major factor in debermining the esteem in which others held you. You will
attract or drive away from you. Look for the best instead of the worst. "With what
measure you mete, it shall be measured to you again.”

Be diligent.

In every hive there are several different kinds of bees. If you were to watch closely
at the entrance to the hive, vou would see some large, fine-locking bees rushing in and
out and make considerahle neise. You might think they were gathering a great store of
honey and doing most of the work that is being done. 2Zut it is all humbug. They are
drones. They never do any work. They only get around in the way, and eat the honey
that the others gather. Drones ars not of any use. A whole swarm of drones could not
keep itself alive, for they never work. DBut the busy bees, the diligent bees, feed
themselves, thelir gueen and the drones, and often store up a considerable amount of
honey for human beings hesides.

There are many human drones, who want to get alone without.any work.  Some are lazy and
prefer to live in idleness while others r?o all the work for them. Of all people who
have reascn o be ashamed of Themsslves those have most reason who do not do any work.
The man who does not earn his own living is not worthy of being called a man. To work
is noble, 7o be idles is a disgrace.
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When the disciples were guarrelling as to who would be the greatest, Christ said to
them, "Whoever will be greatest, let him be servant of all." DBy this He meant, he is
greatest who does the most work for the Lord and others.

Be watchful.
Christ said, "I say unto all, Watch."
3 5 2

{1} Watch your words -- what you say.
Your words can be pleasant and helpful, or they can cub, burn and blister. Many

Lo

are wrecked because of what they say.

(2) Watch your actions -- what you do.
Guard against temptation and awvoid regrets in the fubure.

{3} Watch your thoughbs.
- Good and evil begin hera.

(L} Watch your companions.
"~ Keep company with the right sort.

{5) Watch your habits. _ , _ .
Havit is a cable that is woven daily and is hard to break. Cuitivate good habits.



