CORTENDING FOR THE FATITH

"Beloved, when I gave all diligence to write unto you of the common salvation, it was
aeedful for me to write unto you, and exhort you that ye should earnestly contend for the
faith which was once delivered unto the saints.” Jade 3, '

This is 2 very timely subject in the light of the attiiude of many prefessed Christisnps

with regard to the Word of God. The widespread demial snd departure from God's Word at

the present time are too painfully obvious te be over locked by eny sincere, intelligent
Christian. It is a matier of grest regret to read and to hesr of those who once held and
heralded the truth of God, but new doubi it, snd in some cases openly deny it., It is note-
worthy that most of the wmscriptural snd anti-seripiural movements extant today were

started by those who once professed the true faith., But this is net to be wondered at, fer
God has warned us of such things. "But there were false provhets also among the people,

even as there shall be false teachers among yom, whe privily shell bring in damnsble _
heresies, even denying the Iord thet bought them, snd bring wpon themselves swift destruetion.
And meny shall follow their pernicious ways; by reasocn of whom the way of truth shall be
evil spoken of ." II Peter 2:1-2,

What is to be owr attitude toward the Word of God in these days of declension and apostasy?
The answer is to be found in our text which says: "Esrnestly contend fer the faith which
was once delivered unte the saints.®

I, The Deposit.

"The faith which wes once delivered wnto the saints." Concerning this deposit I
ghould like to call your attention %o three things:

1. TIte Content. :
It is important that we understend what is mesnt by the term "the faith®., What
is its mature er substance? In the Wew Testoment there is a clear distinetien
between "falth" and "the faith". "Faith" refers to the aet of belleving, and "the
faith" to the thing belived. This distinetion is generslly made clear by the
abgence or presence of the article.

Sometimes the meaping of the word "faith" in the New Testament is subjective, refer-
ring to the falth a believer possesses in his own heart and 1ife. At other times
1t is objective, referring to the swbstance of Christian doctrine or the deposit
of saving truth which the believer has received from the lord. Paul referred to
. the objectlve meaning of faith when he wrote Timothy and urged him to keep that
which had been committed tc his trust. Jude also referred to the word "faith®
objectively in our text. Since its meaping wee quite generally umderstood, Jade
saw no need to offer any definitions or explanstions. He knew that those to whom
he was vwriting would reedily and fully understend the import of the terms he was
using. :

This expressien, "the faith", meant everything to Pewl. Perhaps never, in all the
years of hle eventful cereer zs a Christian, as an spestle, and as a missionary,
did it mean s6 much to him es it did when in his prison house 21 Reme. He incorporated
this expression in his second letier %o Timethy. FHers is his immortal sentence:
"] have fought a pood fight; 1 have finished my course; I have kept the faith.”
Paul wasg fully eenscicns that he had fought his lest bettle, end that frem hias
battle-searred body his blood would very seoer be drained. He knew that he wes
facing a mariyr's death. Bot there was no fear, no trewbling, no shrirking, no
regrets. Hiep nerves were sieady; hie epirit wae buoyantsy his hope was radisntg
his faith was triwsphant. He had rum his course to the end, and had won. He

was ready for the victor's crown, and wes sure of it. And through it all--from
the very first to the very last-—he had kept ¥the faith®. This wes his pride and
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Jjoy. Im this he gloried. Through all the years, in all the places, and under all
circumstances, he had preached the gospel—-the gospel of the grace of God, the
gospel of which he was never ashamed, not even before philogophers, magistrates,
governors, or emperors,

He was not ashamed even vhen he was stomed, scourged, and imprisoned for his
persistent proclametion of it. For the defense and propagation of "the faith",
Paul had risked all. Through all the sufferings he was called upon to endure on
aecount of his devotion to "the faith", Peul was "steadfast, unmoveable, always
abounding in the werk of the Ierd." He refused to make amy concessions to the
perverters or defamers of the faith, No metter what the cost to himself, he never
shrapk from declaring God's eternal truth.

What are we to umderstand by "the faith®? It is not = set of mere notions ang
opinions, founded on human reascn and supported by the power of oratory. It consists
of all the doetrines of Christianity. The need of our world teday is not medern
views bul eternal truths. A matter of eterhal moment now and elways is loyslty to
the faith. The substance or content of the faith is the whole body of revealed
truthe, the perfect revelation of God sz we have it in the scriptures. The Bible
is the Word of God. It is Ged-given and needs no alteration or additiom. WALl
seripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for
reproof, for correctien, fer instructien in rightecusness.” II Timothy 3:16.

The Bible, all the Bible, and mething but the Bible, constitutes "the faith,®

It offers the will of God and points out the duty of man, There is no other

book in all literature like it. If has a universal message, & universal remedy,

& universal appeal, aund a universal application. Its theme is the greatest, its
message the sweelest, its purpose the neblest, its scope the brosdest, its motive
the highest, its streem of influence the deepest, ite light the brightest, and its
voice the most vibrant in all the world. The Bible hass exerted a profound influence
through all the ages of its history. Ites message is dyamic and its truths are
imperative. - '

Christ is the center, the heart, the very lifeblood of "the faith®. He is the
pillar en which we have bunilt and on which we must stand., "Neither i1s there
salvation in any other; for there is none other neme under heaven given among
men, whereby we must be saved.” '

Its Custodians.

"Delivered unto the saints,.”

The saints are these who are saved by Christ and set apart inm Him, Uato His born-
agsin ones has God committed this precious treasure for careful gusrdismship. Tt

is God's gift and our indestructible inheritance. It is the anvil from which all
the blows of eriticism have never chippsd z single fragment and pever shsll., The
Bible is God's Word--God's revelation to men. It is a revelation of Ged, His character,
His thoughts, His will and way for msn. It is a written revelation of God's will
concerning man. However, the soripiures are not immediately self-revealing. They
must be read reverently and sestched diligently,. They do not survender their secrets
to the eareless, indifferent, and the wnsympathetic. They are an inexhaustible

mine of treasures of iruths, but those who would discever and possess these treasures
migt delve into the mine. What a pity that we read and appreciate the Seriptures

go 1ittlel

Iis Completeness.

"The faith onge delivered unto the saints."

That does not mean merely Yonce upon & time," but once for all, in its final and
complete ferm. There wes a definite deposit of truth by Almighty God to hi- prophets
and aposgtles and this iz now enshrined for us in the Holy Bible., There and there
only have we the full embodiment of ™he faith once delivered," God's revelation,
then, is finel and complete. It can mever be improved upon or added te. It meeds

no change vhatseever,
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The Banger.

One -of the dangers which the early churches had to guard against constently was that
of false doetrine, which was introduced by false brethren who crept into the church
by stealth, probably mnder the garb of Christian prefession., Our Iord had forewarned
His people of this very thing. "Beware of false prophets vho come t0 you in sheep's
elothing. Matthew 7:l15.

Notwithstanding the warning ef our lord and the care exercised by His spostles, these
falee teachers crept in from time to time and sought to corrupt the faith apd to lead
the saints of Ged asiray. Poul makes mention of such in Galatians 2:4: ®ipd thet
because of false brethren unawares brought in, who ecame in privily te spy out our
liberty which we have in Christ Jesus that they might bring ws into bondage," Now,
as such was the esse in the early church, we need not be surprised to find a similar

- condition of things in Christendom todsy. The danger new, as then, is not from the

opposition of those who are outside the church but from these within,

Never was the exhortation of Jude te the saints more imperative than today. There is

a widespread departure from the faith on the part of many so-celled Christisn leaders

and teachers, and the saints of God are in danger of being led sstray. In many places
vhere once the gospel was faithfully preached it 1s new being perverted. Writing %o

the Galatians, Paul said: "Which is not asnother; buit there be some that trouble you,

and would pervert the gospel of Christ., But though we, or an angel from heaven,

preach any other gospel unto you than thet which we have preached unte you, let him

be aecursed.? Galatians 1:7-8. To the Corinthlans the same apostle wrote "For

necessity is lsid upon me; yea, woe is unto me, if T preach not the gospel.” T Corinthiens

9:16.

Iet us beware of the danger of false doctrimes. It comes from various sourees snd
pregents itself in different forms, snd yet all combining to imperil the faith once
delivered unto the saints.

What are some of the things with which we must contend today? One thing with which

we must comtend is the wlidespread denial of "The only Lord God, and ocur lord Jesus
Christ®. There is a very pronounced tendsncy to soft-pedel and break down some of the
great and most vitael of the Christlan doctrines, such as the inspiration of the seriptures,
the deity of Christ, the vicarious atonement, the bedily resurrection, and the second
coming of Christ. These fundemental dectrimes are not being properly emphasized, and
fearlessly proclaimed, end consistently applied. The postive doctrinal note is not

being beard from thousands of pulpits teday. Too meny preachers are concerning themselves
with current events, soelal problems, snd the practicalities, and are uwbtterly omitting
the weightier matters of fundamentsl Christian dectrire. The only antidete fer

heresies is the plain truth of God's Werd.

The Daty ®

"Earnestly contend for the faith.®
Jude felt the call of duty pressing on him and his followers to guard this sacred
deposit committed te them. Concerning this duty of contending for the faith, cbservei--

1. VWho sre to contend?
"The ssints.? This exhortation is asddressed to the sainits with whom the faith

has been depesited. Not to the world, or its institutions, however good and great,
was this preclous treasure committed, but to the redeemed who love ocur lord Jesus
Christ in sinecerity and truth. ILet us ever remsin true to the precious Word of

God.

2. How are we to contend?
"EBarnestly.” We must contend with sincerity and faithfulness., If we would contend
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effectively, we must contend earmestly. The Greek word, eplagonize, which is tran-
glated Yearnestly", mesns intense, at-any-cost, te-the-death earnestmess. To _
contend earnestly for the faith calls for strong determination, a militant spirit,
gnd high courage,

We must remember that it is one thing te contend, but gquite another to be con-
tentious. Some have been contentious, and the faith has suffered as a result, and
at the same time their purpese has been defeated.

Let me mention & few simple ways by which we can best preserve the faith once
delivered unto the saints.

(1) By hiding it in our hesrts. _
There 1s no better way of preserving the truth snd pretecting ourselves against
the many forms of errer than by a daily end diligent study of the Word of
God. The Psalmist said, "Thy Word have I hid in mine heart, thet I might not
gin against Thee." That is the best treasure, in the best plsee, for the
best purpese.

{2) By heeding it in owr lives,

We muet not only possess the truth, but express it. ™ut be ye doers of the
Word, and not hearers only, deceiving your own selves.® Intellectual epprehen-
gion of the truth is of 1litile use without a pracitical application. It must
be inesrnated and exemplified in Christian character and conduet. Mere profee-
gion without praetice is s libel upon the truth. Profession without praetice
is a merace te those seeking the truth, "The faith” is not something that
needs our struggles for its support, bub semething that we need to suppert us
in our struggles. The best way that anmy Christian can contend for the faith
is to accept it in his heart undiluted, and te live it im his life uncerrupted.

*The best of all the preachers is the men who lives his creeds,
For, to see the good in action, is what everybody needs.”

(3) By heralding it to the world.
God has entrusted to us His Word, rot only for its preservation, but also its
proclamation.,

For all that wnder His good hand He hes granted us to see of its lifegiving and

" liberating power in humen lives we uvnitedly prsise Him. We hold it in trust
for the benefit of menkind. We best defend the faith by disseminating it, we
best protect it by propagetimg it, we safeguard if best by scattering it. The
supreme need in this hour of spiritual peverty, shellow conceptions, end weak
efforts is the old, old message of God. Veneer, eamouflsge, and make-believe
are but bresking erumtches upon which falling men are lesning. loyalty in
believing, supporting, and propagating the doctrines of omr faith are indis-
pensable to the 1ife, growth, and service of our people. May we go forth in
the strength of His grace not only to contend for the faith, but to extend ik,
counting upon God to fulfill His gracious promise, "My Word shall rot return
untc Me void, bubt it skhell accomplish that which I please, and it shall presper
in the thing whereto I gemt it."



