NTHE LAND OF BEGINNING AGAIN®T
#Ye have not passed this way heretofore." Joshua 3.

There is a poem entitled "The Land of Beginning Again," and the first verse goes
like this:

T wich that there were some wonderful place,
Calied the Lend of Beglmning hAgain,

Where all our mistakes and all cur heartaches
And 211 our poer selfish griel

Gonld be dropped, Like a shably old ceat, at the door,
ind rever pub on againg® :
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T like to think of life as a book in which one writes his diary, There are as many
pages in this book as there are years in the life, On the first page the name is
written, and on each suceeeding page the record of how the succeedimg years are
spent., On some pages we find meny Blots and lines which make us blushj; while here
and there are passages which we like te read again and again. At thls time each of
§s ig sbabting a new page. Whab are we going to write oz these new pages?

Whern he became the

sader of the Children of Israel, doshua was a young mal. Fe
took the place of Moses and had to bring the people he Promised Land. Woen
hev came ¢ the Jordsn River, Joshus semnt cour 211 the tribes with
s mesgage, "When ye sse the ark of bthe covenant ol v your God, and the

viegbe the Levites bearing it, then ye shall remove from vour place, mnd go alter
it. Veb there shall be = space butween you and 1b, sbout two thousand cublts oy
measure: come not near unto it, thab ye mey know +he woy vy whick ye must go: for
ve have not passed this way voretofore.®  Joshus 3:3-l. They did net know the
way, bub God did, and He led them safely to the other side.
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We now stand ‘s:t the border of the Land of Beginning Again. We do mot kmow what 1s
shead of us, but Cod Ikmows., If we will only let Him, He will lead us.

There sre some bhings we never get accustomed o, nc matter how often they may be
renested. They thrill us every time they dryive., Always, right to the very end
of 1life, when a New Year comes to greet us, it evokes a certaim response within
the heart,

Tt is true that we do not measure life by years. We live in deeds, and not in
breaths. Our reckomings ars independent of the calendar. They are regulated by
personsl experiences. We are Tike the Israelites on the banks of the Jordan
River; we have reached an end which is also a beginning, As behind us 211 there
is a common journey, so befere us is an unbrodden way .

Becouce the fubure is unknown to us, we nsed a gulde, Dur need of a guide 1s one
of 1ife's imperabive necessities. How &immed our vigion; how uncharied our iives;
how Ffaltering our feet; how futile our efforts; how impotent our strength; how
purpogeless cur 1ives; how small our conceptions; how derelict our ship of 1life
without the guiding hand of Godl

Behind the Ioreslites to whom the words ef our text were spoken was the desert with
ite hwnger, thirst, and restlessness. In fromt of them was Omnazn, unknown and
fomred. The jowmney through the desert had been = long and wezry task, but the
crossing into the Fromised Land was a more foteful trial, They were going from the
Imown to the unknown. Our present situation 1s ‘somewhed similsr, a8 sncuasy year
has passed imbo the oternal records, Whatever we have done in 1951 is dome, and
we carmol rewrite the story. ALl of the mistakes are past, but the past is nob
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beyond the possibility of forgiveness. The 0ld Year is beyond recall, with all
of its Tallures, dissppointments, accomplishments, and encouragements, and we
mist zbide by the consegquences of omr living during it. Meny joys, opportunities,
and sorrows have alsc passed with ite

Enother wmilestone along life's highway has been passed, snd time has again opened
to us the gates into another new year. We shall face the blessings and responsi-
bilities of this new year, will its opportunities and hopes. We have not passed
this way before.

This coming year offers us large things, great problems, and opportunities for
Christisn service, The yesy 1952 challenges us. What may transpire in it is con-
cealed from our present view. Ve are starting the lew Year with anticipations,
plans, projects, and purpcses, bat we do not know an aught of fulfiliment, realiza~
tion, or certainty. We do not know what sny day may bring forth. Idikely we shall
be introduced to duties, terptations, trisls, and probably sufferings equal to or
greater than any we have yet experienced.

The future holds defeats and victories, so courage and peise will be required,
There are threé sttitudes concerming the future, Some will face it compleiningly.
4 mother, whose scn was in service, facimg bullets and death, epined, "I cannct
uvnderstand why God desls g with me and my son.? This disceming snswer was
givens "owr son's exposure Lo bullets and death, =nd your hesrbaches are nob the
nets of God. They are the results of misguided men,® Ve accuse God ef many
vhings for which the choices of men are responsible, Some pecple will face the
future despeirinely. An old man said, "Pe were teld that World War T would end
‘a1l wars. How here we are in snother, Fy bime is short anyway, and I will scoh
be out of it all." If disappointments are just grounds for despair, the whole
world would be szbled with its gloomy death. We are to face difficuities with
faith in God., Things looked discouraging for Christ; He gset His face steadfastly
to go to Jeruszlem. We are not to whine despziringly, but rather face the days
with faith and fortitude, Still others face the future coursgecusly. A minister
1ost two children nesr the same bime, Things were sorrowiully glcory fer him. IHe
said: "It was dark, but I opened my eyes and saw the Ark ol God going before., 4
sence of His presence came to me, and I followed with hope and Joy.H '
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"There are no primrose paths to the Prowmised Land.® We face crises, meet defeats;
Jordants billowy, murky waters rise to flocdtldes before eur eyes; internal weal
nesses destroy our merale; the spirit of diverseness reduces the strength of ten to
the strength of one. 411 our days will not be victorious, but, thank ted, all of
them will not be filled with doom and defeat, if we follow the Lord.

Tife has ite bitters. These make its sweets but the sweeter. If it is imperative
that we trust and follow Christ in the imperious hours of black despair, it is
obligatory that we feollow Him when the sun shines and the birds sing. The ultimate
triumph of God's people is certain, but the time of their triuwmph is unknown to us.
We are sssured, "As thy days, so shall thy strength be,” '

Tt is best that we do not know what the FNew Year has for us. Let us meke an honest
effort to adjusht our lives in full accord with God's will. Let us read the Bible
and pray. Let us have feith in Christ, in others, and in curselves. bring out the
best in yourself and help the other fellow to be a better person.

The success of a thing often depends on how we start it. There is only one way to
properly start a new year in life and that is with Christ, and if we continue thus
enecess i inevitable., With Him you need fear ne evil, With Him the joys of life
will be yours, With Him you will be able to accomplish basks that lie before you,
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ser you and comlfort you.
and b0 work For lHm.

) Tor essh days

* = golden
coportunity made wp of Fe L OUR RO wlitlies goold we can
do with this timel! Let us work for God as never belore. the last
vesr ol our 11 he a happy vear for thoge wio march in cloge

fellowship ¥

e need One to go before us aud te lead us in ©ohe g may. The Bible is a chart
for us, bui we need a Prat esue.Chrish.. Fis kmowledge of
the way is perfect, and He will never lead o soul astray. Hey we be obedient to

the ipstructions of the Heavenly Gulde. Let us open our hearts te Chrisht, and live
one whele year Tor Eim and then compars it with amy provious year, and be comvinced
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of its priceless wortite
Resclutions are much in vogue at this season of the year, bub there is danger of
stopping with the resolutichs rether ther the reslization of its fwlfillment. Put
them into practice, or we shall be fo better off with them then without them. Have
the courage Lo make this one year spent in the serviee of the Hagter,




