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A GREAT PROMISE

"There shall not any msn be able to stand before thee all the days of thy life: as I was
with Moses, so I will be with theet I will mot fail thee, nor fersake thee,” Joshwa 1:5.

Moses, the great lawgiver, had found the task of leading the Israelites from Egypt teo the
borders of the promised land too much for his strencth. Constant rebellions and murmurings
had weakened his hands, YIhey provoked his spirit, so that he spake vwnadvisedly with hig
lips," and in comsequence he was net permitted to lesd them into Canaan.

When Moses died the children of Israel were withowt » Jlesder. Among them was 2 young men
of great promise., His ablility and faithfulness hed already distinpuished him, Greatly
impressed by him, Moses had selected him as his sueccessor. While Hoses, the incomparable
man of his day, had died, God's work had to go on. Hegsrdless of how many depart this life,
God dees not die, and His work must go on. That grest inseription in Westminster Abbey in
Iondon ig very arresting and impressive: %God buries the workmen, but the work goes on,”
Even though Moses was the cutstanding men of the (14 Testesment, and one of the oubstanding
characters in all history, he was net indispensalble to God's work.

Moses had gome and God summoned Joshuwa. Iess gifted than Moses in some regpects, yet he
possessed many sterling gualities necessaery im a lesder. He was now the head and director
of a great pecple. Joshua had bheen in the habit of depending on Moses and his leadership,
so his heart might well have failed him that Moses wss no Jonger with him. God did net
fail Joshue, but graciously advised him as to the way in whick be should go anéd what he
shonld do.

God called to Joshue and said, "Moses my servant is dead; now therefore arise, go over this
Jordan, thou, and all this people, unte the land which I do give to them, even {o the
children of Israel. Every plaee that the scle of your foot ghall tread upem, that have I
given wnto you, as I gaid wnto Mozes. From the wildermess and this Ilebancn even wmbe the
great river, the river Euphrates, all the land of the Hittites, and unto the great sea towsrd
the goirg down of the sun, shall be your coast. There ghell net any man be sble to stand
before thee all the days of thy life: as I was with Moses, se I will be with thee: I will
not fail thee, nor forgake thee.," Joshua 1:2-5. Becuuse VMpses was dead Ged somghit to stir

. Joshua out of bis inactivity, his slothfulness, and his eordinary, smsll, umvorthy and

ingufficient plans. God chellenged him to meagure wn to the greatl days and demands which
were upon him because of the passing of the great leader, Moses.

Tt was a difficult task to which Joshua was assigned. He was not omly to lead the Isrselites,
but to lead them in battle, and against foes more nemercus and better prepared for war than
themselves. Yebt the consciousness that he had been marked out for the task, as well as his
determination to obey the orders he had received, sustained Joshua. It is %o his credit

that Joshua was no youwthful dreamer, but one long past middle 1ife, who had no exaggerated
estimate of Israel's faithfulness, and no illusions about his task. Joshua knew that in

the passing of Moses the work had suffered an irreparable loss, but he also kmew full well
that whern heroes vags away the power thait made them still remains.

One never knows for what God is preparing him. Joshua did pot know, when he walked along

a8 the humble servant of Moses through seme forty yesrs, that God was getiting him ready to
take up Moses'! work when the great law-giver should pass eway. FElisha did mot know, when

he drove the oxen, plowing in the field, that =z little later he was to take the mantle of
the intrepid and powerful Elijah and carry on God's work when the greal prophet should leave
this earth. Peul did pot know, when he was three years in Arabia, thet God was getting him
ready to be an apostle in his witmess to the whole world., We never know what God is getting
us ready for, but we do know that the way of promotion is through faithfulness. In the sight
of Ged fidelity is the highest criteriom of character, Christ taught that if we are faithful
in the least, we shall be faithful in much, but if we are wnfaithful in the little things,

we shall not measure up when the mighty demends are uwpon us. The way of promotion is that

of faithfulness. "Be theun faithful unte death, and I will %ive thee a crown of ﬁ e,"
Revelstion 2:10. Faithful unto death mesns to be faithful To the dying peint, is, die

before you will be deflected from the right,
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God takes a special interest in hwman lives. He is not an uninterested, unfeeling spvectator
of human affairs, Bvery event is closely observed by Him, Joshua had reachea an imporbtant
epoch in his experience. It was s time when he needed special help and gmidance, and, asg

is always the case, God came to his rescue and supplied his needs. God's appesrance to

and b19831ng upon Joshua is not an isolated case. He comes to men now. All men have imporiant
epochs in their llves, such as, wher they are yeung snd just starting out in 1ife; when the
toil of the years is swept awey by some disaster; when loved ones are taken, and the horrs
of lomeliness follew; when there are intense yearnimgs after a higher and beiter life, God
often comes to people without their solicitation of His assistance, Iike the mother who,
while attending to the duties of her household, still keeps her eye on the little one at
play that she may iwterpese in time of danger, so Gud, while controlling the affairs of the
universe watches with concern every individusl, in ﬁrder that He may suecour in times of
need,

God appealed to His own past conduct to encourage His servant, Joshua, to trast Him, He
said, "As I was with Moses, so will I be with thee.” THere was a solid foundation upen
which Joshua ecould rest. We are influenced mere by the past conduct of & friend than by
his promises. VWhen a promise is made, the mind at once reverts to the past. If the one
making the promise has been true, we itrust; if he hss been insincere and uwndependsble, we
distrust. Joshma had mumercus oppertunities for judging Ged's faithfulness to others, apd
¢specially to Moses. How, here was the definite promise ihat God would be with him just
as surely as He had been with Moses.

As special siress is laid upon the way in which Ged was with Moses, Iet us notice some ef

- the lesding features in His conduet. God was with Moses contipuously from the begimning

of his journey to his burisl. 6God was with him, ﬁ@tw&thstandlmg a variation of conduet

on the part of His servant., Moses was a mest exemplsry man, and yet on two ocoasions he
geve way to anger. God wasg with him wnder eircmmstances of great provecation, for the
children of Isrsel frequently rebelled ageinst him and his erders. As & Friemd of imfimite
resource God proved Himself adequate for all their needs. God was with Moses as an unerring
guide. OCircumstances arose which called for the exercise of great wisdom, but Moses never
failed a single time when He followed God's directions. It is good te have a friend who

can deliver ome out of trouble, but it is far better to have one whose wise counsels prevent
our getting into difficuliies. God remsined with Meses to uphold his position againet
usurpetion on the part of others. Well might Joshus be coursgeous and confident when God
said to him, "As T was with ﬁbses, go will T be with thee.” ,

This promise to Joshue had in it just the inspiration that he needed. When compared te Mbses,
Joshpa esinks far belew the mighty standards and ability represented in the life and gervice
of the great lawwgiver. For forty years he had followed in the steps of Moses as his

gervant, obeylng his commands and follewing his leadership. Now he must take Mosss' place,
which ies an entirely different proposition. Ome can well believe that Jeshua eried out as
did Paul when great duties were thrust upon him, "Who is sufficient for these things?" 4

man who can face the heavy duties and tremendous responsibilities that are laid upon him
without being made tremaleus in spirit is wnfit for thait opporiunity of service,

Moses had gone, and Joshua must take his place. No wonder Joshua eried wnto God for

guidance, mercy and help, Of course, we are net surprised that God anmswered him by saying,

"I will not f£all thee, nor forsake thes,? This was God's promise to him in the trials, dis-
appointments and experiences through which he would pass., Many of his men would feil him,
They falled Moses after crossing the Red Sea, Only Caleb and Jeshua were on Moses' side

and steod true to him. The other ten spies failed him. They wailed out their discouragements,
unbelief and cowardice. They failed him. Oh pitifully wretched thimg when men entrusted

with responsibility faill _

That was a pitiful word spoken by Pzul when he sald, At my first sppearing ne man stood
with me, nevertheless, the lerd steod with me and strengthened me.? That plain preacher
stood unabashed before the purple-robed Nero, while the other Christians, frightened lest
they should be killed were hiding back in the derkmess. Paul said, "Nevertheless, the Iord
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stood with me and strengthened me." That is what the Iord always does for His faithful ones.
That, in effeet, is what He said to Joshua, "No matter who fails, no matter who fless, no
matier who forsakes, I will stand with you and you must carry on bravely."

That was the word for Joshua and now it is the word for ms., Just as certainly as this word
was for Joshua, it is fer us, and we must not forget it. This is the word for us now. "s
I was with your father and mother; as I was witk the other great leaders yesterday who
witnessed and wrought so valiantly and triumphantly, se will I be with you, provided you
ge with Me; provided you do es I command yous provided vom are faithful to the sppointments
that I have set for yeu. I will be with youw." That is His word for us.

When will He be with us to guide ue and strengthen us and empower us? He will be with us

when we obey Him and give Him and His cause the first, the primary, the central and the upper-
most place in our lives. "Seek ye first the kingdom of God, and His righteocusmess; and all
these things shall be added wnto you." Mabtthew 6:33. Vhat things? The itemperalities of
life, such as food, raiment ard & home, "shall be added unto you.® Give Uod and His work
first place in your life and Fe will add %o yeu that whiech is best for you. It may not be

all you want. It may not be exactly what you would choose at any time, but it will be the
right thing., Tt will be the best thing. Give the Iord!'s cause first place in your life.

As Paul said, "Whether therefore ye eat, or drimk, eor whalsosver ye de, do all e the

glory of God." T Corinthians 10:31.

Freguently we make the mistake of talking sbout the sacred and the secular in our Iordls
work., There is no such thing. You ere teo be a Christian net enly at church on Sunday, but
all of the other days of the week and whersver you mey be. If we give Christ's cause the
first plece in owr lives, He is certain to be with us., If we obey Him, He has promised to
be with us in ouwr personal lives. The governinmg prineciple in the kimgdem of God is stated
in three gimple words: "Obedience to Christ.' ¥Ye are My friemds, if ye do whatscever

I command you." Johm 15:14, "If ye love Me, keep My commendments.® John 14315, BHis
commandments are to be kept withoul evasion or reservation. We come sadly sheri in spiritusl
blessinge because we fail to recognize Him and give Him Fis rightful plsce as cwur Iord and
Hagter. He goes before us, and we are responsible to follow Him and te do what He bids us.

To take to heart God's commands and promises, and to cbey Him, does not mean that work is
to be excluded from our lives. Prayer and work go together. Spurgeon wisely said, "Work
without preyer is presumptien, and prayer without work is hypecrisy." Before going into
one of the most impertant of all his baltles, Cromwell sald to his soldiers: "Soldiers,
rut your trust in God, without reserve, bul be sure to keep your vowder dry." They would
not get very far in a great batile with wet powder,

That was a great story about the little girl whose heart ached so berribly when a little
bird was caught ir a trap and her brothers refused to let the little thing eut. It beat
its little wings agsinst the sides of the trap, longing to get out to the trees and the
hille and the mountains., The little girl grieved over the imprisoned bird. She begged her
brothers %o let it out, but they would mot, and she said to her mother, "I am going te pray
- to God to let it out." Her mether said, "A1l right," 5She went away somewhere and prayed,
and came back in a little vhile and said to her mother, Tt is 211 right.? The mother asked,
"Bid you pray that the little bird might be let out of the trap?® She gaid, "Yes." Then
the mother said, "Then do not worry abeut it any mere." The little girl said, "I did more
than that. I went out and kicked the irap to pieces and let it out myself." 4 good many
traps need kicking to pieces,

We should pray, but we must do more than that. We must work. Having prayed, let us 1ift,
serve, teach, preach end witness for Christ. God's promise, "I will be with thee: I will

not fail thee, mor forsake thee,” does not exclude work., Pui heroic work into your serviee
for Christ. There is no substitube for work. Work is of divine appointment and was instituted
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in Eden before sin came to defile the world amd before God had to say, "In the sweat of thy
face shalt thou eat breed." Work is the basis of happiness, to a remarkable degree, individual
happiness and collective happiness, Work is the safegusrd of society, but idleness is
perilous anywhere and everywhere, :

Christian, God's great promise, ¥As I was with Moses, so will I be with thee: I will not
fail thee, nor forseke thee," is for you, as you walk in the pathway of obedience to BHim,

Let this promise mean, "As I was with thy parents, who did their work bravely, patiently

and well to the end of the day, in like mamner I will be with thee, if thou wilt walk

in their steps with the right kind of devotion and behavior in the sight of God and of men.®
Whether in the home, the church, the school er the commumity, do your werk with all diligence.
In all the relationshins of life live at your bravest and best for Ghrist and for humanity,
for whom He died, and thus crown all your days and ways with ever-increasing spiritual triumoh.
Whatever your condition or circumstances as a child of God, take this promise, *I will be
with thee: I will not fail thee, nor fersske thee," and make it your very own. This great
and glorious promise inmcludes His presence, His protection, Fis prevision and His power.

With the duty there will be the power to do it, for God will net fail us.



