GODYS OLD-TIME PIONEER
"He wholly followed the ILord God of Isrsel." Joshws 14:14.

Six times in the Bible it ies saild that Caleb "wholly followed the Iord." He spoke for himself
sayving, "Nevertheless my brethren thai wenb up with me mede the heart of the people melt:
but I wholly followed the lord my God® (Joshua 14:£). 0OFf Caleb Moses snoke, saying, "Surely
the land whereon thy feet have trodden shall be thine inheritance, and thy children's for
ever, because thou hast wholly followed the Iord my God" (Joshua 14:9). Most important

of all, God spoke of Caleb as follows: ¥but my servant Caleb, becanse he hath another svirit
with him, and hath followed me fully, him' will T brimz inte the land whereinto he went:

and his seed shall mossess it" (Wumbers 14:24). YEurely there shall not one of these men

of this evil generation see that good land, vhich T swere to give unto your fathers, Save
Caleb the son of Jephunneh; he shall see It, and to him will T give the land that he hath
trodden upon, and to his children, beceuse he hath wholly followed the Iord" (Deubtereonomy
1:35-36). Such repetition has great significancé. It unfolds to view the innermost secreb
of Caleb's life, It mirrors his very sotd to us, ¥Whenever God seyd that a man has followed
Eim fully, that man, who hes such praise recorded of him, is well worthy of our study and
coensideration.

Our first glimpse of Caleb, vhose peme means ®wholehezrted™ and to which he was true, is

at Kadesh-Barnea when he was forty years of age. The children of Israel had left Egypt
intending to enter Canaan. For twe vesrs they had beern making their way toward the Promised
land. The road which led thére passed through the wilderness, bubt Ged was with them to
guide them with a pillar of cloud by dey and a pillar of fire by night. He provided them
with food, drink and clothing., FHe protected them from all enemies. He had deelared to

them the excellence of the land, promised them thet He would guide them to it, then commsnded
them to go up and possess it. .

In contrast with the land of burdens and bondage from which they had been delivered, and
the barrenness of the wilderness through which they had just passed, it was a land eof
sufficiency, safety and satisfacticn. Such a land was set before them ss an oubtright gift
to be had for the taking. It was szlready theirs sco far as God was concerned, bult it was
to be made theirs in actuwal possession by simple faith and obedience.

But what d4id they do? Uronm arrival a2t the borderiand of their dreams, instead of geing

a2t once and possessing the land ag God had commanded them, through unbelief they falled

to go 2ll the way and claim their inheritesnce., Meony today are like them in that they make

a good start and a falr showing, but fail te go 8ll the way. They refuse to attenmpt great
things for God. They are afraid to itake risks for the Tingdom. An eminent Fnglish lawyer
had often speken to ome of his wealthy clisnts about the salvation eof his seul. The rich
man always answered, "I don't believe in going all the way." It havpened that they were
traveling by train from london te Brighton, When the train was approaching a certain station,
the lawyer said to his friend, "This iz yvour destination," and helped him to get his baggage
together. Upon seeing that he had made a mistake, the wealthy man said, "Why did you say
that this was my stetion?" 'The lawyer replied, "You don't believe in going all the way.”
"Oh," said he, "that is in religion. I go all the way in my business." Many others are
like that, but Caleb was not among that number, "He wholly followed the Lord God of Israel.”

Instead of obediently possessing the land, the children of Israel asked Moses to appoint

an appraisal committee to spy out the land. A committee of twelve was selected, one man
from each tribe and each ome a man of distinction, judgment and diseretion. They were chosen
for physical endurance, quickness of eye, taect in emergencies, and good judgment of the

land and people,

They were to spy out the land, carefully examine the soll and report whether it was fit
for pasturage or tillage, whether 1% was fertile or barren, wooded or bare. 7o confirm
and illustrate what they might say of the soil, they were to bring of the fruit of the



land., They were to bring information about the towns, whether they were walled and fortified
or oven and unprotected. They were to bring particulars of the dwellings of the people

and note especially thelr numbers, charascter, habits and strength. From these things their
power of resistance might be inferred.

As a representative of his tribe, Caleb went with the e¢léven representatives of the other
tribes to investigate Canasn and revort on both its rescurces and its facilities for resisting
conguest., I like to thinmk of Caleb marching at the head of this group--head up, eyes like

an eagle, girdle tight, step guick and firm, and hair streamimg in the wind. He could

march ali day, sleep on the ground and be the first man up in the morning. Nothing escaped
the notice of Caleb. He saw the hills and the valleys, the brooks and the springs, the

olive orchards and the vineysrds, and the fig trees laden with frult. Afier observing the
wheat and barley fields, he gazed with pleasure wpon the cities with thelr massive walls,
Truly, they had found a land of magic charms, luscious fruits, alluvial soil and marvelous
advantages.

However, when Ged's ¢ld-time pioneer saw the temples filled with idols and beheld the obscene
orgies of their worship his soul blazed with holy indignation. Caleb was not afraid ef

‘any erowd who worshipped a vpiece of painted woeod, prayed to a pelished stone, or pub their
faces in the duest before a melal image that he could knock to pleces with his hammer. He
said, ?T am not afreid of men who worship things 1ike these, no matter how big they are

or what sort of walls they hide behind."

After a forty days' exploration of Canaan the twelve spies returned to Kadesh-Barmea., It
must have been very imberesting te hear thelr reports, hecause they were not unanimous.
Both the majority and the minerity agreed that the land which they had just exvlored was
well worth possessing. They sald 1t was a2 very fertile and fruitful land, flowing with
milk and honey. But the majority, or ten of the twelve sples, declared that the difficulties
in the way of getting possession of the land were so great as to make any effort in that
direction an shselute futility. They said the land was inhabited by flerece and werlike
tribes who dwelt in strong and high-walled eitieg. They also reverted that some of the

men were of gigantic stature, so large, they said, that "we were im our own sight as grass-
hoppers, and so we were in thelr sicht."™ Upon hearing that discouraging repert, there was
an immediate outburst of panic and confusion. There was consternation, disappoiniment and
sobbing among the people, They feared, trembled and refused teo advance., God had already
given them the land, but they would rnot take it. They lacked faith in Him and a willingness
to obey Him. They had a keener sense of the diffieulties than they had of the presence

and power of God. They lacked the courasge and willimgness to make the sserifice and to

pay the price of success,

This was Caleb's opportunity. He wanted te shut the mouths of those whining cowards as
they made their report, so he and Joshua submitted a minority report. PFully aware of the
difficulties, Caleb was absolutely certain they could be overcome. Being a man of great
faith in God, Caleb courageously stepped forward and said, "Let uzs go up at orce and possess
the land: we are well able to overcome it." Instead of being pessimistie, Caleb was radiant
with optimism and hope, He did not minimize the difficulties, bubl he megnified the Ilord
God. His faith in their ability to overcome was more than mere optimism; it was an
expression of real trust in God.

To take the stand that he did reguired courage. It meant not only facing the sneers amd
ridicule of the majority, but it involved vositive danger. This majorily was fast becoming
a Trenzied mob that was threatening to stone him for msking the provosal which he did,

This age needg a bit of the iron which was in Caleb's bBlood. He stood for God and goodness,
trath and trust, humility and obedience, love and liberality. The importamt thing, after
all, is to know that you are in the center of God's will and obedient to Eis Word. Such a
realization gives one all the courage that is needed.
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The secret of Caleb's strength and courage and faith was that "he wholly folleowed the Iord.®
There are not meny in the Bible of whom that could truthfully be said. ¥any of the Bible
characters, like most of us teday, were guite satisfTied to follow the Iord now and then,
partly, ocecasionally, but not fully or wholly as Caleb did. When Caleb said, "I wholly
followed the Iord my God," he was nol boasting, but he wae testifying truthfully. He was
stating a truth to which these who kmew him best could bear witness also. Moreover, there

was a note of deep gladness In his festimony., There wag solid Jjoy and satisfaction in it.
Caleb was not wringing his hands in veln regret over ill-spent years. In hmmility and gratitud
he was rejoieing over his radiant yesterdays. It is indeed significant that no seul has

ever been found who looked with regret upon a 1life of loysl service to God.

On his second visit to Burope, in 1872, Dwight L. Moody, at an early morning meeting in

2 haymow near Dublin, heard Benry Varley say in a culel way: "The world has yet to see
what Ged ean do with and fer and threurh and in a men who is fully and wholly dedieated

to Him." The next Lord's Day, sitting high up in Spurgeonts itabernacle in Ilendon, in the
same Seat he had occupied in 1867, Moody, as he thrilled %o the preaching of Spurgeon, was
hearing over and over agein those werds of Varley. e sald fo himself, "The world has yeb
t6 see what God can do with and for end through and in a men. Varley meant ary man. Varley
didn't say he bad to be educated, or brilliant, or anvihing else--just a manl! Well, by

the Holy Spirit in me, I will be one of those menl!® DSympathetic Christians who went to
talk with him, thinking that he wse under the convichtion of sin, learned that it was not

a case of gin or nenitence, bubt pgreat lov, the jor of dedication to a high purpese. Henceforth
his was a 1ife like that of Calehk., Moody Tollewed fuily the Iord his Ged.

One admires Caleb!s Christ-like patience, When his resolution to go wp at once and possess
the land was voted down by an overwhelming majerity, he did net show any anger., Even though
he was absolubtely sure that his peosition was Pight, he 418 not withdraw and have nothing
more to de with the faithless and cowsrdly erowd. He still believed that with all their
faults they were the hope of the world. He said te himself, "If my generstion has failed,
we must train another to be more loyal and mere faithful than we have been.”

The rebellious and wicked people were doomed Tor tkeir sin to wander forty years in the
wilderness, untll the carcasses of all whe were over twenty years of age on leaving Egyot
had fallen thers., But Ged never forgot Caleb's fidelity. He sald, "Surely they shall net
see the land, but my servant Caleb, because he hath anothér spirit with him and hath followed
me fully, him will I bring intoc the land whereunto he went; and his seed shall possess it.%

Through all those foriy years of wandering in the wildernmess Caleb mever lest faith in God,
and never forgot the promise that the Iord made to him and Joshua, that although their
¢ontemporaries should whiten the wilderness with their bones for thelr unbelief, they two,
of all the host, should enter Canasn and possess the land. During that lomg wailt Caleb
saw his contemporaries perish one by one. He saw more funerals than any other man. His
enviromment wes against him, bult he never wavered through unbelief,

When Galeb was eighty-five years of age he walked inte the tent of Joshua and sat down.
"Hhat now, old comrade?" said Jeshua. ™ell, T have been thinking about these giants

up there in the hills. TYou know the very sight of them frighltened a lot of our fellews
forty-five years ago. I sa2id then we could drive them out, but it bas net been dome, I
hnave come to ask you to give me my inheritance wheré they live and I will go up there and
finish them.® "But Caleb, you are getbing old. Tet some younger man have the job." With
his eyes flashing, Caleb replied, "lo, I am this day fourscore and five years old. As yet
T am as strong this day a5 I was in the day that Moses sent me: as my sirength waes then,
even so is my strength now, for war, both to go omt, and to come in. Now therefore give
me this moumtain, whereof the Iord spake in that ddy; for thouw heardest in that day how
the Anskims were there, and that the cities were great and fenced: if so be the Iord will
be with me, then I shall be able to drive them out, as the Iord said. And Joshua blessed
him, and gave unto Caleb the son of Jephunneh Hebron for an ipheritance.” ¥e need people
in the warfare againgt Satan and sin who, like Caleb, will go all the way with fod: with
a faith that will dare to do the impossible; men who have learned the secret of drawing
their stremgth from God and in the name of Christ claim their inheritance.



