TO WHOH CAN ¥E GO7

"Then sald Jesus unte the twelve; Will ys also go away? Then Simon Peter
answered him; Lord, te whom shall we go? thou hast the werds of eternal
1life.* John 6:67-68.

This text is related te an experience which followed immediately a perdiod
in the life of ocur Lord when He had become exceedingly popular. For ap-
proximately a year Christ had pursued His work in Galilee with growing
popularity and increasing fame. For a while it locked like all of the
GCalileans wevre going te Tollow Him. e gave Himself in unstinted servige
tec the people and they gave Him their adruiration and following. Howevery
Charist was not flattered by the popularity which He had achieved because
il knew that it was superfiecial and shallow,

When Christ pesformed the miracle of {eeding the five thousand froa five
barley loaves and two fishes, the people were simply amaged. They had
never seen anything like that., The wisdom of His words and the beauty ef
fiis deeds had not impressed them greatly, but 2 mirgéle that supplied
food for them, without any effort on their part; met their wants precisely.
Instantly they assumed that it would be a great advamtage €o thes if e
couid be established on a throne and be their ruler, They thought that
their problem of food supply would thereby be solved perfectly and pere
manently. Convineced that Christ was the one for them, they ?@@ﬂi%@&'ﬁh&ﬁ
they would make Him king, Their enthusiass with reference to this natier
was yvery unwelcome to Christ, so He determined that e wounld thwart tﬁ@ir
purposes by withdrawing frgm thﬁm and g@&mg t@ ﬁapewﬁaum. :

On the next day 4 vaﬁﬁwm&lﬁzt@ﬁe flocked iﬁt@ Hia presence and hung with
eager interest on His words, waiting and expecting to gee Him work some
new and extradrdinary mirgele: Christ knew that they utterly misconstrued
the pature of His mission. 8o, He proceeded to give them sowme plain ine
strugtions concerning His sinistery and His unltimate departure. He bried
to impress them with the Fact that food for the soul was vastly more ime
portant than food for the bedy. He was eager to lead them to realise
their need of .a spiritual life. Some who had followed Him were mere
curiosity seekers, wheredg others wanted more free food,; thinking that

if they followed Him they would get something for wothing. 8o long as

He was Teeding the crowd; pequiring nothing of them, all was well, Think-
ing that if they could be near His side they would have plenty to eat
whenever they needed food, they were willing to fellow Him anywhere &
was geing. S¢ long as He did mwt axpect anything from them they were
right there at ﬁxs k@&ls¢

In substance Christ said to them, "You seek me because you want something

te sat; you wamt z bread-king, not a Savicur of your souls., I am not an
garthly king, merely to supply the wants of vour bodies; but I am a spiritual
and heavenly Eing: I am the Bread of Life." Alarmed by the realigzation

that discipleship demanded more 6f them than they were preparved to give,

and irritated by His teachings, His superficial and materislistic admirers
began to leave Him. They were far more intevested im the loaves and the
fishes which He had dispesnsed thaa they were in the Bread of Life. “From
that time many of his disciples went bask, and walked no more with him.¥

Chriat stood there that evening and watched the receding forms as they

were pping away with different feelinps and objectives; but all having

this in common - they had turned their backs on the lLord Jesus, This
episode is certainly one of the most pathetie in all of the earthly ministry
of our Sagviour.
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Christ ithen turned to the Twelve and affectionately and solicitously
asked, "will ye also go away?® Thue He brought the issue squarely to
those who were nearest to iHm, It was aot a complaint or a whine; bub
rather the searching inguiry of One Who had a right to know, [is guestion
was personal,; pointed and piercing.  "You are not going to leave Me also
are you?® The very question implied that such desertion was 1&@?@&1&1@,-
and yet t@ be feared. ‘

Tn many wayg this same inquiry eof sur Lord is brought home to us. A we
@ta@y iis searching guestien, let us do so fr@m,thrae vigwpoinbs. '

i. %hy Do So Many G@ ﬂma? E

. What are some of the things which @auaazmamy to ture sway from Christ

_ t&éay? :

P éxsilke of His teachings.

: Discerning what was in theip hearts,. Chrigt @xpaaadeé the syirituai
nature of His mission. He told them that He had not come to glive
them material bread. Ilie exhorted them not te labor for the meatl

 that perisheth, but Ffor that which endureth. *He sald to them all,
' If any man will come after me, let him deny himself, and take wup
his cross daily, and follow me® (Luke 9:23): ¥From our text we learn
. that the fickle crowd turned away from Christ in disgust because of
" His teaching. They said, "This ie a hard saying; who can hear it27
" They murmured about the Preacher and said that they did not like
this strange note in His preaching. They were frank to say that He
ssked too much of them. There are various teachings in the Word of
God that are offeunsive to human nsture and revolting to human pride.
fo, donl't blame a preacher for losing some of his congregations
That is freguently a tribute to hiﬁ faxth?uin@ssa‘ %any'caﬁn@@ gtand
‘ﬁaurﬁ doctrine. : : :

To th@ erowds Shriat @r@aﬁh@d ?@ﬁ%ﬂtaﬂﬁﬁ f@?-@iﬂ, faith in Himself,
.. the new birth snd outward reformation.. In contrast with their
- gelfishness, He exemplified love and self-sacrifice, He taught
that all seeculsr concerns are subservisnt te the salvatidgn of the
souls; Of course, this teaching offended their avarice. He asserted
that they ecould not come to God except by and through Himy and that
was contrary te their @f@@eﬂm@xvaﬁ ideas, =0 4t woundad thedir selfe
righteous Qﬁidﬁi ' :

2. The fear of mane
This plays the most desperate h&?@ﬁ in hnmam,iifa. ﬁ?h@-?é@ﬂ of
man bringeth a ssare, but whoso puﬁﬁeth his trust in the Lord shall
be safe" (Proverbs 29:25)., What is the Fear of man? It i a
reverence of human authority and customs; and a dread of the censure
and reproacheés of our fellow-creatures. The fear of man ensnares
Christians into a guilty silence, into a sinful inactivity, into a
guilty compromise with the world, into nol going on and comforming
te the will of Christ because somsbody spoke a discouraging word,
sud even sometimes into a denial of the Lerd. The fear of man en~
courages those who are mot Christians te a@ntiﬁne ta rejoct %hrast,
which leads them into ¢ternmal ruin.

3. The influence of others.
One person often waits for another. Ons takes a gta@ because anothe
sets the sxample and leads the way. Just here comes ia the megsures



. less power and peril of influence. "For none of us liveth ito.

. himselfy and no man dieth to himself" {Romans 143 ?}. How can any
" pational person be careless about his influence? Heo one has any
right ta mislead @th@?ﬁ into the pevz&au& and éﬁwnwar@ way ¢

" Frem the emnﬁext,,iﬁ iz evzﬁan& that Christ did not send tﬁ@ erowds
awaye After they had attended His ministry, heard His gracious words
and seen His mighty deeds, they left Him, The faet that He had healed
their sick, alleviated their miseries and satisfied thely hunger should
have stimulated an unswerving 1@ya1ﬁy on their gart, but th@y went away

and left ﬂiﬁ-

i S ﬁh@f@ Ea Thﬁﬁ& Gﬁ Wﬁa &eg?@ Eim?

1. Ef they‘are Qh?zﬁ%ian&, &h@y g@ 1nﬁ@ ha@k&iiélﬁg. “Phie sort of
conducet dishonors the Lewd, disappoints pthers and deprives the.
backslider of happiness) Backsliding injures all. It grieves the
Lord greatlys . If youy, ag a- Chrﬁaﬁian, have gmne &wﬁy from t&@ L@F&,
hasten gaak to Hima+ _ ,

2. IF ﬁ%@y‘ar@ umgavaﬁ, th@y continue in sin aad gﬂ ﬁﬂ%@ holl, Ts all
- much, the Saviaar aaysg "Ya ahaii é&@ in. y@ur.azﬁﬂ and mﬁxth@r I go

ye cannot come,®

_Easieally, all gﬁﬂpl@ %B@é thr@& thing&, ﬁa@@iy, fargnv&n&&& for
the past, guidance for the present and hope for the future.  These
basic essentials for osur lives are available to all who com@ to

: ﬁh@isﬁ, but those ﬂ%ﬁ gﬁ &w@y from s cannot rédeive Lhem,

zxz, @@ %&mm %&13 You Go¥T

AT hen &axé Jesus uabo the twelve, Will ye alsa g2 amay? Then S&mﬁﬁ
Peter snswered Him, lard, te whom shall wé go?¥ Peter implies here
that there must be Bomeone to whom man Can ros ¥an capnot live without
.4 master, a guiﬁ&'&ﬁé-& %@%f@?tﬁ?w ' : : S

;Apart from Christ humauxif'i% hﬁ@&lﬁgﬁa ‘Distracted by many perplexities,
‘bleeding {rom many wounds, weeping over many griefs; poor humanity must
£9 to somebody, somewhere. 5She cannot continue to eght sut hﬁ? G

_%@arﬁ wﬁth %rief and’ %@n5¢%@ her life with. s&ghxmga

ﬁ&riat asked the guestiong "Will ye alse go. away?ﬂ, in such & way as .
to show that He expected a pegative snswer. The word Weill? in this
text is mot a fulure; but a present. "You; boo,. dontt will to go
away; do you?® %You dont't mean te turn bagel, do you?® The expresked
amﬁw@ﬁ was a negative one alses "Welll mot go away." "Ho; wetll not
"go."  #To whem phall we go?® In other words,; Where could ws go? We
- have nowhere to go. Ne other preacher wﬂulﬁ aaﬁigfyg We believe in
Thee, ! &y é@&ty'anﬂ Thy uission. : ‘

1§ To be saved from sin?
Bin is an esbablished Facky r&g&réi@&@ of how you may ﬁiﬁgﬁiﬁ& aﬁ
extennate it or explain it. Christ's mission wss te teach us th@ _
pature and guilt of sin; spd to save ws from it, He is the gulltiess
One ¥ho came into the woipld Yo Ssave slaners. The voice of the
centuries tells us that there is no other Savicur. When we accept
Him we receive sternal life, S
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For an xm@ul@@ to a better 1ife?

Man needs and wants someone who cah raasﬁ him ahave mzﬁeamsﬁaﬁaag

and inspire him to & higher and better life.  Hone can sver compare
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4
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%kﬁﬁ&.@ﬂﬁg'ﬁ&ﬂyiﬁf us caw @ag‘with %ﬁ&é@#

with the Christ when it comes te doiag this,

Vhen %emptahxam comes? ' o :
Vhen you go out of this %miidiﬁg, ‘whether you tura youp §$gk &?gﬁ

Christ or your face toward lim, you will find yourself on the balie-

fleld of life. You will discover that you need a power te eanable

you to fight the battle bravely and te win it victorieouslys If

you stand on the battlefield of life, after having turned your back
to Christ; tell me, how can you ever hope to win the victor¥s crowa?
Az the hymn writep aﬁ§r&&aeﬁ his ﬁ@ﬁﬁ, you will find yours to be:

21 need iﬁ%ﬁ every hﬁﬁ?;
Stay Thou anear byl :
“Temptations lose their pows
¥hen Thou art nigh.w

YWhen Bﬁrw@w comes’?
When the h@@@& of youw y@ﬂﬁh ‘have made themselves wimga and fi@wm

away, or when familiar wvoilces you delighted to hear ere hushed in

death, to whom will wvou gﬁ? When the heart aah&&; and hman
s?rwa%hyﬁ %%@ﬁgﬁ.ﬁ%@aﬁg ie helpless, how c@mfartaﬁg the assurancé
that , ] :

ﬂﬁy fath&r-kn@wﬁc ‘
And tempers every wind that h&%ﬁ@e
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hen peace iika & river a&t&né@th‘my'wayg
.. .%When sorrous like sem-billows roll,
. Whatever my lot, Thou hast taught me to Bays
17¢ is well, it is well with my sonl.tw

¥hen death @vaw%sfaa yau?

Sooner or later yomu will have to pass theough the valley of the
shadow of death, and for that reason you should a@%@g& tie SBaviour
snd let Him go with you all the way.

. If you. go away. Prom Chriat now,. you will ba left baffled and broken

in the presence of the three greatest mystetriess«-gin, sorrow and .
deaths You will not have a Saviour from sis if you reject Christ.
You will not have any hope in the presence of death if you reject
Christ. Do not dare te live without Cheist, or dare to die without
Him. .



