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#3uh the hour cometh, and now is, when the Lrue worshippers shall worship
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worship him must worship him in spirit and in truth.
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in truth for the Fa
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One of the priccipsl functions of a church is thsi of worship.

God's Word has much bto say aboub worship, both false aad true wership. Judged by ths many
times that it is mentioned in the Bible, worship is very important. Worship lg inhwrent in

men. It is chzracteristic of sll men everywhers znd through 811 tims. HMan has always rs-
cognized forces larger than hilms eiwy and e¢tﬁ r thrcugh fear or threoagh lovs has soughi o

acknowledge thelr superlor might. The one mark which forsver diffﬁ?SQVLQBES man from all
gther forms of 1ife on earth is that e is 3 worshiper; he has a bent tow gnd 5 capacity

for worship.
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is not within our power bo decide whebther we shall worship or shall not worship. A
ip gomehody or Qomethina Our problemx is in ﬁhQOSIQg what we shell worship, %o what
shall bend our knees and glve our sllegisnce.
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orship is a noble word. It is a comnbraction of am older wowd in the Epglish language,
Wyorth-ship.” Worship means to sttribube worth to an object. It is the paying of rewerance
and honor to someons who is worth i3. Vorship iz the sxpression thaet one gives o what
is really important te him. It sounds oul what his sense of values is. It poiabs owl whad
he considers to be primery spd all-importsnt. It raveals wnat hs loves moSL.
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Theye are meny obiects of worship. In the distant past many people had thelr idols which

were made of wood, sbons, and metal., Today many civilized people have their ilols. They

wrship their car heme family, job, money, pleassurs, goal in life, or just "ikings" in

general. Then ﬁqe Lordis day comassz, they do not maks any pretense whabever of worshiping

Him, becsuss bhey are concernad on*; sbout driving thet shiny car, or riding in thai new
H T,

bebu, or operating their business just as they do on the other days of the week. Thess
and many obther things have taken God's place. They are nothing but idols. TWhatever
receives onels firegt allegiance ig what he worships. 3Bul when ons worshlips snyone or
anvihing other than God, he is an idelster. Any men who does neot worship God accepbs 2
low rabing for himself, dwsris his own life, misses life's highest mark, fails to attain

4

lifets greabest gesl, and is a missrable failure in lifels most importent businsss.

Thare 1§ 2 veeb difference in simply performing religiocus services and ifruly recognlzing
God¥s worth and giving honor to Him. In Matthew 15¢ 8 Christ guoted Isaish's staltements
#Thie people draw nigh unte me with their wmoubh, 2nd honoreth me with thelr lips; bub
thetir heart ig far from me.? Thst is to say, whist you see iz 2 church service on a glven
Sunday morning may or msy nov be worship. FregaeLtly it is a2 mere digplay for the pralss
of men. Some people think that becsuse they attend a religiouns service, are reverent in
their demeznor, Jﬁmﬂ in the singing of the hywmos, listen respectfully bo the preacher aud
place 2 conbtribution In the offering §Lsme, tﬁej'ﬁa ve really worshiped God. GOver against
this delusion are the words of Christ in John L:2l, which are guite storbling in their
plaimess and pangeacy* ‘M3pd is= g Sgirit: and they thet worshlp him must worship him in

~

spirit and in Lruth." This means that we must spivituslly end truly give to God the
homage of an enlightened undersianding snd the love of a vegcngraued hesrt, When w®
truly worship God, we adore Him for whet He has made Christ o be to us and for what e
has wmade us to i
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There is so much misunderstanding about the worship of God. Host church members today
think thabt, if they have stiended 5 worship sewdce, they have worshlped God. Bug the
truth is that meny who go to church services wibh regularily do nol worship at all.



¥orshiping God imvolwves far wore than just being sesated in a church pew. I 1@@ aires
inteliigent concsnbration; it csnnot be scoomplished with bthe body ia the =sancbusry and
the mind somewhers else. It demands the ylelding of the will fto the working of Godls

o =)

Spirit.

o

in real worship cne confronts God. In the presence of this holy and righbecus Jod man
ig made very conscicus of his own sin. He is maée awars of the fact that hiz discbedien
qepava*aﬁ him from God. Then, becauss hs doss not want to remslin in 3 siasts of allﬁﬂ&'
tion from God, he is lsd to confess his sin and ask for God's forgiveness. God forglives
him and reconciles him unto Himself, whersupon the man finds a real peace. Then foilows

communion or fellowship with God.

Perheps the conception of going o church which is most common boday is that of beia
entvertained by the singing and the sermon. This sort of thiag is always dissppointiy
and wnrewsrding, for enbertsinment is not the purpose of elther the silnging or the
E“eachiﬁg Going to church for entertainment is sn wibter perversicn of the trues nature
and function of worship., & hip is the progitrabion of the soul In the presence of God
in loving homsze and inbtlmate fellowship. In worship we simply give God His pigneful
place in our lives.
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Fublic worship is nob easy. Evern in s familisr plesce of worship, and among friends of
like wind, coe must mske 2 conscious personsl contbact with and worship God for himself.
That is one rezson way spiribusl worship does not appeal to the nmatywrsl men. Thet which
appezls to hkim is pleasurs, pride, profit, snd prominence, but those things do not con-
stitute worship., 1In worship one is occupisd wiith God. Huch thet is callsd worship toedsy

it
is very supsdficisl. Trus worship demonds keen splritual sensitivity, desep reversnce,
great humility, and poignant ioq$lﬂ It is & sobering and zwesome act when ons aclmbpvw
ately comss inmbo the presence of God.

Without the genuine worship of God only the barren wastes of 1ife rewalin. Worship is the
an“fyi g strand of 1ife, and withoult it 1ifs becomss many tangled threads. True worship
of God uﬁeaaﬁas iife and gusrantess greater schievemenis. Every time that one ageribas
adwiration, wondsr, adorstion, honor, praisa, sad giory to the Lord, the desire Lo become
more Christlike is guickened in him. After 211, in true worship one ackﬂaﬁieﬂges the
supreme worth of God and offers himeself to Him to do iis will. This involves man's

nbellect, emolions, and wilil.

o

Bublic worship will characisrize sny 1ife thet is truly yislided o God. Ccocasionally
somebcay saye that he can worship God just as well elsewhers as he can in the house of
God. This stabement ig not true, and begides he does nobt do 1%. It is pessibls to
worship God in your home durdng the hours of the worship services at the church oa

i ., tat you do mot do in,

Sunday, bub you don't. You can worshlp God in variocus places
and you kuow that you don’t. The best ‘ rehip God s dn the buil diﬂg

i placs in uhich %o wo
which has been sel apsrd and dedicabed to Him for uss in p&%iic worship. Any 1ife that
plesses God will be characierized by faithfwl asttendsace upon the services at the lox d’s
housse. On Tthe part of ths worshiper there will be gemwine adoration ef God, commnion

with Cod, and dedication to God. Ths worship of God is the intended and primary purposs
of atbtendance upon the services of the sanciuery. It is a lmayq gtimulating, refreshing,
th God at the place in whi

Ly

and enpriching to coms in conbact wl e in whick He has appointed that we
shall worship Hinm.

T4

Torship is man's rvesponse to Godls revelation of Himself, It is not overstabing the case
to gay that worship ise:

1. The guickening of the consclence by the kollﬂe sz of God.
i ic

ed
Man needs his conscience checked, sensitdzsed, qu kened, and renewsd. When the child
of God is worshiping, in swe and rewversnce the cresture ig before his Creabor; finite
mar: 1z before the ianfiniie God; znd ginful man is in the presence of the holy God.



9, The feeding of the mind with God's truth.
YWorship is the nourishing of the mind with the truth of God. e 1ike to comcenitrais
on ourselves and cur desires. Bui whal we want and what we need may he two differsnt
ihiﬁga entirely. We want peace of mind and reassurance, but what we need 1&g a more
reslistic estimate of ocursslves, 5 nobler purposs, and = ieepar involvemmnt in the

gdoing of Godts will.

The cleansiag of the ;mﬂglﬁab“ﬁ? by the besubty of God.

What we take away from the houss of God, afier we have w worehipsd, may gcem Very meager
sometimes, bulb wo can gouge the wholesome 2nd conbinuslly enriching influences of geod
sents, and exalbed vislons?

)
L3

3
of
o
£

3 1 T3 L

words, healthy ssnt

ond

i

li. The opening of the heart to the 1oﬁe of God.
Christian worship ls a madier of 2 person nel relstionship betwsen God Who loves man
and maen who loves hud. when & man druly worships God, he offers himself -~ all he is,
211 he has, and all he may become -~ to God.

5. The devotion of the 1ife te the doing of uﬁﬁ g will,
Tn his remarksble vision of the indescribable splemdor of God, Lssish begen as a
dramatic obzerver, bub he ended as ome of the actors. He saids Wios iz mel £

o

undone; because I ama man of unclean lips, end I dwell in the midst of a people of
unclean lips® {Issiah 6:5). Issish also sald: "I heard the vo ice I
Yhom shall I send, and who will ge for us? Then said I, Here am 1j send me® {(Isais

£:8). Worship is never complete until the worshiper serves God.

g.‘..

Wan does not worship God in order ito receive. He does not atbempt to drive a bargsin with
God. He offers himself to God bo be used in His service. As a result of hils service he
regeives from God. Too many people today lsave ithe worship services In thelr churchas
saving, "I did not geb snything: T wes not helped." Thes reason for this ls very obvious.
The weuld»be worshiper had aimply bsen W ylﬂ” to use Ged. It is at the very heart of
gennine worship thet man doss not atbempt to use G d for his gun selfish purposes, bub
that he offefo himself to God to be used in His service and for His glory.

In worship men's soul meets %%e Cne Wno gave to him the brsath of life. Ome has truly
worshiped when he has met, recognized, and responded to God, when his heart has bean
touched by God's Spirit and he has respended in his will and in his actions e Godfe
purpose. True worship is best expressed In a response o God's purpese and will for our

Iives.

Why Should We vorship God?

oo

‘e should worship God becausge of Christ's guotatleon from the (01d Testamendt, which is
recorded in Mabthew h:10, namely, "Thou shald worship the Lord thy God, and him only
shalt thou serve." The Psalmist calls to us saying, O magnify the Lord with me and let
us exslt his neme together® (Psalm 3h:3). "Glve unto the Iord the glery due unto his
name® {Fsalm 96:8). HFor the Lord is greal, and gvu3*‘y to be mraised® (Psalm $63ii).
*Ewalt the Lord our God, and worship at his hﬁly'qmlh, for the Lord our God ig holyh
{Psalm 99:9). God's desire for cur btrus worship of Him is zxpressed in the pleading
sccents of the Psalmisﬁ in Psalm 10T7:8, "Oh that men would praise the Lord for his
goodness, and for ki ¥ 1 hild ggug Christ

L3 £

T Serful works o the children of men! © Our Lord Jesus
aigzc bestified that qca’s near: is yvearning for worship, when He saids "The hour cometh,
(3 ?"\1"

and pow iz, when the True warvxine Father in spirit and in bruth:
= clrot

There is every good reason why we should wersialp God. This is something that ws owe %o
God. Worship is dus Him. He has a perfsct right to sxzpech us Lo wordip Him. It is cur
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primary duby. Thoese whe do now fird satisfaction, enrichment, and joy in the worship of
God in the ii pgepﬁw garbth could scarcely hope o be happy in heaven in
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1 reversnse. Feve vence grows out of respeci, awe, ssteem, and

Jds

14 2 4 s
love. True worship i always cheracterized by humility. Only ar huwble person can stand
before God in true sdoration and pralse. David sypressed the spirit in which every child
ef God should approach Him when he sald: "Havs ﬁercy upon me, O God, according o thy
lovingkindneess: according wnbo the muliltude of thy t= n‘ mercies blod out my wrans-
gressions. Wash me bthoroughly from mine iniquity, and clesunse me from wy sin. TFor I
.

acknowledge my tr ngassx0m3° and wy sia is ever s fore me"
glement of wership iz thanksgl il a s thoug
Thnom he 1z 8o deeply Feprc ke unbo Hi

to God comes the prai
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Before any Thristisn can publicly worship God accepbably, 2t 1
nemely, preparstion snd participetion. Zach worshiper must p

Ho one else can do that for him. If he is going to meet God
gertain things at homwe, such ss an wiforgiving spirii, pel pscves
likes, the practice of judging others, worldly cares, and a crit
things arve sliminsted there will not be any worship of Ged. It
doee not have 2 high regard for either zn unprepsred preacher

It that both the prescher snd the hesrer be prepare

Participsiion in public worship lg exceedingly imporvent. In some church services, mosh
of the people are spectaiors onlys they observe and spprsise the worship service rabvher
than parbicipste in it. Th they do nol pray i and
they do nob listen atitsniive 8 worshipers.
Then, they usually go swey & worship services
of their clmrches tired from Trow worshiping.

Genuing worship calls for sctive pariicipsition. It is something thal no ons can do for
anothsr. Every person who worships mskes a2 persgons 4 @ 3
than uOGpérFulﬁb with the minister of music and the cholr; it is singing %o God. Praying
is mors than listeming to the voice and the words of the one who lsads ths
the sniire congregation publing concern behind every word spoken. z
is more then giving stbenticn to whst the minister saye; it i seeldng the truth of God
through His revealed and preached Word. Rach worshiper should say: "The hymn is my hymn;
T will sing it. The prayer is my prayer; I w«ill cffer 1@ to God. The scripturs lesson
ig God's %ord:; I will et Him spesk to me through i 3 i messsge bo mes
s s
[
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T will iisten to whst He has to say
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@ o me end appiy it fo myselﬁ.“ Participetion in
worship means appreopriation. We do nob perbticipste im a feast usnless we szi. Helther do
we pardicipste in worship unless we apply what is offered to meet our needs in thal hour.
This ig where so weny pecple f2il so miserably. They go to church services only to “get
somsthing," but they refuse to take what the Lord providss for them ang offers to them.
It would be so wonderful if pecople could ouly sse the empbtiness and tragic need of seli-
centersd Iives. If we could bul see the ubber fotility and swesome fearfulness of the
path we atiempt to Wi f we could just be moved by the Holy Swirit
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hand of God. If we wownl
cf our every si

recely nedx of His blcer in the forgiveness gin, anpd
depenﬁiﬁg upon Hisg divipe wisdom, we would wslk hand in han cugh b
days of our lives, we weuld find a dignity snd a power and
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in e£very SSnSc mOYr
privilege, and thi



