ABIDING IN CHRIST

John 15:1-15

Fellowship with Christ our Iord is essential to our spiritual well-being. We cannot
grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord unless we have fellowship with Him. We
can keep in close touch with Him through the study of His Word under the guidance of
the Holy Spirit, by earnest prayer, and by obedience to His revealed will. Fellowship
with Christ is the secret of a radiant personaliity, of the overcoming life, of the un~
troubled heart and of effective service.

Fellowship with Christ results in fruit-bearing for Him. Because Christ is the life-
giving vine it is to be expected that believers, who are the branches, will perform
‘their God-given function and bear fruit. The greal purpose for which He has brought
people into His Kingdom is that they shall bear fruit., They can only bear the fruit
which He desires and will accept through union with Him. What fruit does He desire?
It is the fruit of a Christ-like character. He expects us to win others to a saving
knowledge in Him and then to build them up in knowledge, righteousness and holiness.

Pruning is necessary for better fruitage. He removes those things which mar the ef-
fectiveness of our lives. Whaltever He takes away does not injure but rather improves
the ability of the branch to do its intended work.

These words were spokem by the Master to His disciples on the night when He was bew
trayed, In His farewell message He presented to them a beautiful picture of the re-
lationship existing between Himself and them. Although He was going to leave them,

He wanted them to knmow that it would be their privilege to maintain an intimate fellow-
ship with Him, which relationship was like unte the figure of the vine and ifs branches.

This chapter deals with fruit-bearing, or service, rather than with the way of sal~
vation. It does nobt tell how to be saved, but it does teach us how to serve Christ
after we have been saved. We are saved in order that we might bear fruit unto God.

In the Christian's experience of fruit-bearing, after union with Christ has taken place,
cleansing comes when the Word of God is applied to the 1ife. Te the extent that the
Christian has his life to conform to the Word of God, he is enabled to fulfill Christ's
purpose for him. In 6rder to bear much fruit there is a real need for pruning and
cleansing. While this process is not always pleasant, it is profitable. Iet us thank
God for the pruning knife when its work is needed. There is always room for improvement,
and when the Christian thinks he has done his best, God comes along and cleanses the
branch in order that it might bring forth more and better fruit. The real pathway

to fruit-bearing is the cleansing by the Word, the pruning by the Lord, and the abiding
by the diseiples. He wants us to be cleansed in order that we may be more prolific
frult~bearers.

Chrisf's statement, "Without Me ye can do nothing,” is the death blow te the pride of
man. Natural man believes that he can do much without Christ. Vhile it is true that
without Christ msn cannot do anything, it is encouraging to know thal in Him there is
power for all things that are harmonious with God's will. In the matter of fruit-bearing,
without Christ's strength the Christian cannot deo anything. It is equally true that
without the Christian's surrender to Christ, He camnot do that which should be done.

When Christ's strength and the Christian's surrender unite, proper frult will aiways re-
sult. Thus the Christian will fulfill his purpose in the world.
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Christian fruitfulness is dependent upon the bearer's constant sbiding in Christ., For
the best resulit ithere musi be g regular study of God's Word, a freguent calling upon
His Name in prayer, and a consistent dependence upen Him for the necsssary

strength for right living.

The Saviour emphasized the Tact that one distinetize of believers in Him was their love
for one another. Love is that deep and abiding respect for others which shows itselfl
in a desire to help them te be and to do their best. It is a disposition whiech reveals
itself in confidence, good will, and mutusl helpfulness,

In speaking to His own, Christ declared that they were to love one another as He loved
them. His love for them was simply a pattern of their love for others. His love was
self-denying, gracious, condescending, bountiful, practical and endless. And one pro-
minent characteristic of the early Christians was that they loved one another. According
to Tertullian the enemies of Christianity said of the Christians, "See how they love

one another." Can bhe enemies of Christ say as much for His followers today?

One purpose of this love for one another is to prove ocur Christian discipleship. lLove
for our brethren proves 1o the unsaved aboubt us that we are the children of God. With-
out real love for one ancther we can never provete others that we belong to Christ and
are truly following Him, Gemuine love between Christians is a most effective testimony
Tor Christ.

It is somewhal surprising that our Lord spoke of His Joy in thal pariticular dark season
through which He was passing, for He was about tc be plunged into a sea of suffering

tha like of which never enguifed ancther. To be speaking of joy ai that time was amaging.
He stated that He wanted Hls pecvle to be the possessors and exhibitors of His joy.
Christ's jJoy dicd not consist of malterial possessions, physical enjoymert, or human ap-
probation, but rather in a proper relationship to God the Father, and a redemptive
minigbry for others.

& striking purpose is expressed in these words, "These things have I spoken unio you,
that my joy might remain in you, and that your joy might be full® (verse 11). The
Joy of Christ within us is a challenging thought. TYei, He wants His people to be the
possesgors and exhibitors of Joy. Many believe that Christianity and joy are imcome
patible, that where the one is present the other is asbsent, A religion which wears
grave~clothes begs to be buried, and the sooner the better. Christ came to bring and
impart Joy.

There are Christisns who do not realize how much they are losing by the selfishness
whiech they permit to Jurk in Thelr hearts. If, instead of thinking so mueh about them-
selves, their rights, their wants, etc., they would only forget themselves and Iive

for Christ and others, they would find themselves in zn entirely different world.

They would get their frustrations, disappointments, and unkind feelings toward others
out of their minds and hearts, and would live radiant and joyous lives in Christian
service.

Iove walks in the straight wey of obedience o the commandments of ocur Lord. When we
love Him enough to do things which He has commanded us, we shall enjoy His faver upon
us, Fulness of Joy comes from abiding in Christ and His love, and from doing the things
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that are pleasing to Him. If we love Him, we shall strive diligently to do the things
that He has commanded us te do. Our Lord is desirous of seeing in us a devotion that
is willing to surrender, a love thel is willing to sacrifice, and a loyaliy that is
ready to stand with Him under all circumstances.

True Christdsm jov comes through self-surrender to God and submission to His blessed
will, A Ghristian cannot have true joy unless he is willing to say truthfully, "Thy
will, O God, be done." XNobody can be full of joy who is out of hasmony with Ged.

There is noe Jjoyv to be compared with that which issues from introducing people to Christ
and influencing them to do His will.

It was truly graclious of Christ te call us "friends.®™ The highest possible honor is
to be a friend of Christ. Friendship is beautiful to perceive and wonderful te enjoy.
Friendship with Christ has a sanctifying influence in our lives. The foundation of
all friendship is laid in likeness of nature, character, mind, tastes, and pursuits.
Being friends of Christ has a condition attached to it which makes ut stop and think.
"Ye are my friends, if ye do whatsoever I command you,"



