ARE YOU A FRIEND OF CHRIST?

"Ye are my friends, if ye do whatsoever I command you. Heneceforth I call you not ser-
vantss for the servant kmoweth not what his lord doeth: but I have called you friends;
for all things that I have heard of my Father I have made kmown unto you." Jobm 15:14-15.

Cne of the most inspiring words in the human language is that of "friend." In most of
us it awekens tender thoughts and precious memories. No term of designation is more

- intimate than that of "friend.®™ In the company of a true friend there is expressed con-
fidenee, equality, enjoyment and liberty, Friends are a great asset in 1ife. One is
rich if he has worthy and true friends, but he is exeeedingly poor if he doesz mot have
any friends. As Aristotle said, "Withoult friends none would choose to live, although
he possesged all other good things."

Friendship is the relationship of two souls that are imspired by mutual respeet, confi-
dence and love, and by a desire and purpose to live for the welfare of each other.
Friendship is beautiful to perceive and wonderful to enjoy. Mubtwal interest and recip-~
rocal love constitute the basis of friendship. My friend loves me to the forgetfulness
of himself, and I love him to the forgetfulness of myself, He is constantly secking my
interests and T am always seeking his,

Friendship always involves reeiproeal relations. There are always two parties te a
friendship. In the light of the old saying, "It takes twe to have a quarrel,™ it is to
be remembered that it alse takes two to make a friemdship. Only when love meets and
answers love is a friendship formed.
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One of the earliest seriptursl records is the story of a broken friemdshin, It is a sad
story, as is every story of a broken friendship. In the beginning God made man to be
His friend, Dsy after day they met and talked with each other. There was an exchange
of mind with them becsuse they were friends. The purpose of the erestion of man was
Julfilled in thet happy friendship. This friendship was broker when wan sinmed,

Surely there is not amy title that excels ip dignity the one which was worn by Abraham,
He was called, "The Friend of God.® Oh, what am appellation! It is truly gracious of
the lord Jesus Christ te ecall us "friends." The highest posaible honor is to be a
friend of Christ. Are you really and truly a friemd of Christ?

Friendship with Christ has a seperating influence in our lives, If we are really His
friends, it is certain that we shell arouse the emmlity of the ungedly. Friendship with
Christ also has a sanctifying imfluence in owr lives. Since we ternd to beceme like the
earthly friends with whom we associate, it is even more true that real Christiens, through
association with Christ, become more like Fim, Who is the best of all friemds. Iord
Brocke was so delighted with the friendship of Sir Philip Sidney that he requested the
following epitaph for his own tombstone: "Here lies the friend of Sir Philip Sidney."
Spurgeon remsrked that, while there was great beauby in suek a feeling, it is a very
small thing compared with being zble to say, PHere lies a friend of Jesus Christ.?

John hes the supreme distinction, and the everlastisg honor, of having been our Iord's
most intimate friend on this earth, What a favorable and exalted light thal casts on
Jobn's character, on the qualities of His mind and on the disposition of His heart] The
foundation of all friendship is laid im likeness of mature, character, mind, tastes, pur~
suits and occupation. What a tribute then to John, the man whom Christ loved most and
made His best friend! What a close and intimate friend of his Master John proved to be!

In our text Christ does not speak to us sbout His being our friend, but about owr being
Bis friends. Being friends of Christ has a condition attached to it which makes us stop
and think. He said, "Ye are my friemds, if ye do whatscever I command you."
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What are some of the evidences that one is a friend of Christ?
I. Trust In Him As Saviour.

Hnless you are trusting in Christ as your personal Ssviour you camnot be His friend.
“Have you accepted Him as your Saviour? Have you definitely and unreservedly committed
yourself to Him? Can you say with Paul, "I know whom I have believed, and am per-
suaded that he is able to keep that which I have committed unto him against thet day?"
411 you need to have done for you, the adequate and atoning Saviouwr will de for you,
if you will trust Him, A4re you fully *trusting Him as your Saviour?

f0ther refuge have I none;
Hange my helpless soul on Thees
Ieave, £hl leave me not slene,
Still support and comfort me!

A1l my trust orn Thee is stayed,
A1} my help from Thee I bring;

Cover my defenseless head '
With the shadow of Thy wing.”

. Are you trusting in Christ alene for salvation? Can you truly say

"On Christ the solid rock I stamd,
A1l other ground is sinking ssnd.”

ITI. Iove For Him As Mester.

If you are really the friemd of Christ, then yom will love Him. ©Oh, how great is
this matter of loving Christ! If you are really His friemd, you will love Him to
the point thet yom will yield yourself to Him, without reserve, bowing before Him
in your heart. Friendship can only exist in commection with sincere affection, If
Christ is your friend, He will appear most valuable and desirsble. His commands
will all appear attractive to you. His service will be your highest privilege.

"Do you love Christ? As you think of what He has dome for you and for all hmanity,
does your heart stir with a strange outgoing of love toward Hlm and for Him? If you
do not love Him, youm are mot His friemd. Regardless of what your pretemsion er pro-
fession may be, you are not really the frierd of Christ unless you love Him,

I1I, CGhedienee To Eim Az Iord,

"Ye are my friemds, if ye do whatsoever I command you." A loved onme dwells in the
heart, im the memory, in the imagination, and in the anticipations, My reasons for
thinking of Christ and valuing Him are many. He has dorve everything for me. He
stands commected with every joy of my life. With every affection of my heart, ny
Seviour should be umited. Gratitude and reverence should combine to form my remem-
brance of Him, How can I be His friemd, if T mever think of Him? How can I be
truly His friend, if I am ashemed or unwilling te speak of Him?

Conatancy is amother attribute of a friemd of Christ., A true friend loveth at all
times. 1 ought mever to speak of what I must bear or suffer for Christ, as if I
felt it was a burden., I can never suffer anything for Him in comparison with what
He suffered for me., I should count it a privilege to be permitied te suffer anything
for Hig glory.
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Fidelity is an important attribute of & friend, alse, The Saviour's interest amd
honer should be very dear to us. Here is a great elimaxing test that keeps on
sayipg to us: "Why call ye me lord, Iord, and do not the things which I say?®®

If we love Him, we will keep His commandments. A Christian wants to obey Christ.
True friends are eager to know what they can do to please the objects of their love.
This eertainly applies to the friends of Christ. ¥We camnot be friends of Christ
mwnleas we are willing to yield hearty and loyal serviee to Him.

Cbedience to Christ must be active. "Ye are my friends, if ye do whatsoever I
eommand you." Some think it is quite sufficient if theéy aveid what He forbids,
Abstinence from evil is not emough to prove friendship., Moreover, the obedience
which Christ expects from us is contimuous. He does not say, "If you sometimes do
what I command you — if yeu do.it on Sundays, for imstance, that will suffice,®

Our obedience to ¥im must be full and complete. He said, e sre my friends, if

ye do whatsoever I command you," A4 true friend of Christ does mot pick and choose
which precept he will keep ard whick he will meglect, for this iz self-will snd mot
obedience. Omne proves his love for Christ by doing the smaller things for Him as
well ags the larger ones. Those who refuse to obey Christ are mot His friends.

Christ wants your friendship. Are you a friend of Christ? Have you trusted Him
as your Saviour? you truly love Him because of Who He is, and what He is, and
what He has dome, and whet He ie doing, and what He proposes to do for you and
others? Do you really want to do whatever He bids you to do? Christ wants your
friendship; your friendship expressed im trust in Him, love for Him and obedience
to Him. Are you a friend of Christ?



