THY RETURY QF CUR EEDEBMER

John 14:3
I Thessalonisns 4:13-18

Christ is the theme of the whole Bidle. The theme of the Old Testament is Christ is
coming. fThe theme of {he Gospels is that Christ has come. The theme of the Acts,
the Epistlss and the Revelation is that Christ is coming again.

This is one of the grandesi and most inspiring themes in the Bibie. It is the worldis
grestest future event. It hes suffered much from ignorance, prejudice, indifference
end perversion. :

I. The Certainty of His Return.
1. I% wzs purposed in the mind of God.
2. It was prompied by the love of God.

3. It was prophesied by the prophets of God. :
They uged the choicest words and noblest phrsses and clauses when they sought
to portray the Second Coming of Christ. Zecharish 14:1-4.

L, It was promised by the Son of God. o :
T will come again.® John 1K:3. WNote the Person—H"I1;% the Power——¥"I will;®
the Promise--"1 will come;" {the Prospeci—-"I will ceome agzin;® the Peopie—
% Aind receive you;" the Plece~~"That where I ami" the Purpose—"Yec may be
aiso." H¥or the Sonm of Men shall come in the glory of His Father, with Eis
angels, and then He shzll reward every man sccording to his works.“ Matthew
16:27.

5. 1t was proclaimed by the Splrlt ‘'of God.
{1) Throveh messenmgers from heaven.
"and while they looked sieadfastly. toward heaven as he went wup, behold
two men stood by ‘them in white appsrel; Who also said, 1Ye men of Geliles,
why stand ye gazing up into heaven? This same Jesus, who is taken up
from you into heaven, shall s¢ come in like mznner as ye have geen Him
2o into heaven." Acdts 1:10-11.

They left the ascension mount fllled with Joyous hope and glorious
snticipation.

(2) Throvsh the apastlns. :
Paul: fFor the Lord Himself shell descend from heaver with a shout, with
the voice of the srchangel, and with the trump of Ged.® I Thessalonians
L:16.
Pebrews 9:28: 9%So Christ was once offered fo bear the sins of meny; and
unte them that leok for Him shall He appear the second time without sin
unto salvation.f® '
Jude: "The Iord cometh with ten thousand of His saints.® TFourteenth verse.
John: "Reshold! Fe cometh with clonds, and every eye shall see Him."
Revelation 1:7.

(3) Through the Lord's Supver.
With reference to it, Paul sazid: "For as often as ye eat this bread and
drink this cup, ye do show the Lord's desth till He come." I Corinthisns
11:26. The Supper is not only & commemoration of the psst and 2 proclamstion
of the present, but 2lso an anticipation of the future~-"till He come."
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Bessons for His REeturn.

To gather the ssints unto Himself,
"I will come agein, and receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye
mey be also.f  John 14:3.

To raise up the bodies of therightecus desd.

"For the Lord himself shall descend from hesven with o shout, with the voice
of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and thedead in Christ shall
rise first." I Thessalonisns 4:16. '

What 2 glorious hope to all believers whe mourn the loss of loved ones! If
Christ did noi return, the bodiss of the redeemed would never come out of the
graves, and desth would be triumphant thrcugaout 21l the countless ages of
eternity.

Fo transizte the living saints.

"Then we which are alive and remsin shell be caught up together with them in
the clouds, to meet the Lord in the sir: and so shall we ever be with the
Lord." I Thessalonians 4:17.

To judge the works of the saints. : :

"Now if eny man build upon this foundation gold, silver, precious stomes, wood,
hay, stubble; Every men's work shall be made menifest: for the day shall declare
it, because it shall be revealsd by fire; and the fire shall ftry every meats
work of what sort it is. If any man's work abide which he hath built thersupon,
he shall receive a reward. If any mants work shall be burned, he shall suffer
loss: but he himself shasll be saved; yebt so as by fire.¥ I Corimthiszns 3:12-15.

To reward His own.

To reveal His glory.’

Manner of His RBsturan.

Personally.

U7he Lord Wimself shell descend.”

Bodily.

fIn like manner as ye have seen Him go.“

Visibly.

¥In iike mannsr a8 ye have seen Him go.b

"Behold He comebth with clouds; and every eye shall see Him,“

Suddenly.

Was lightning cometh out of the sast and shineth evea unio the west.®
Unexpectedly.

%is & thief in the night.? HWaturslly, a thief is not sxpected when he comes.
Gloriousliy.

ffhe Son of Man shall come in the glory of Eis Feiher, with His angels #

Time of His FHeturn.
In the future.

Ho one knows.
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Some thinzs are made clear in the Scériptures:

(1) The period of His sbsence would be protracted.

(2) Certain signs would herald the spproach of His advent.

{3) The precise time of His return cannot be known. "Ye know neither the day
nor the hour wherein the Son of Man cometh.”
HOf that day and hour knoweth no mén, no, not the angels that are in heaven,
neither the Son, but the Father.®
He does not want us +o know the exact %ime, but it is His desire that we
shail be resdy at any time. The fact of His return is certain, end that
is sufficient for our comfort. The time is uncertain, snd that is sufficient
for our comsecration. -

V. The Challenge of His Return.

1. It is sn incentive to nreﬁaredness,
UTherefore, be ye also ready: for in such an hour as ye think not the Son of
Man cometh.! Matthew b5,

2., It urges spirituel alertness.
flooking for that bdlessed hope, snd the glorious appcarxng of the great God
snd ounr Saviour Jesus Chrigt.¥ Titus 2:313.

3. 1t is condueive o purity of life.
"And every men that heth this hope purifieth himself." I John 3:3.

L. It produces pstience in trial.
"Be patient thernfore, brethren, unts the coming of the Lord.! James 5:7.

5. 1% inspires sacrificial service.

6. 1% is a great comfort to those who sorrov.
The resurrection of a1l the dead in Christ will take place when He refurns.

In view of the certain return of our Redeemer, all of us who are Christians should
wait in patience, walk in purity of 1ife, weep in hopsfulness, wiitness in faith-
fulness, work in diligence, =nd waitch in resdiness. The unsaved shounld - -repent

of their sins, receive the lLord Jesus as their Saviour, and rejoice thait He is
comins to teke His own.



