THE ABSENT DISCIFIE

doin 2032k

"But Tpomas, one of the twelve, called Bidymus, was not with them when Jesus came.%
Jokﬂ 26;2340 - .

This twentieth chapter is one of the accounts of the resurrection of our Lord. It
had been rumored that the grave was empty; it had been said that He was risen, and
. that the women had seen a vision of angels. Very maturslly the disciples come
together, atiracted by their common interest in the One who had been c?ucified at
the plece called Culvery., 4nd while they were thue assembled, Jesus Himself came
through the shut door and siood in their midet. He showed them His hands and His
side, thus proving the reality of His resurrection. ‘

Christ Jesus had said, "is surely as two or three are gathered in My name, T am

in the midst of them.® And these disciples undoubtedly gathered in the name of
Jesus; it was the neme of Jesus that attracted them, the msrvelous Story that Hg,

whe had been crucified and laid in the grave was raised again, So they came together
anf ®Jesus came.®* He was actually there, the same Jesus who had been cruecified st

I¢ is still true thut where the disciples of Jesus gather, He is always to be found,
&g certainly as those who believe in Him and love Him assemble, He is f.und in the
midst. Many times we have proved this. He has been with us in the fulness of grace.
that a privilege it is o be where Jesus isl

When Jesus came; He spoke to them. He alwaeys does. He is not 2 dumb Spviour. Many
times we have heard His flord, as He spoke o our hearts., He not only did that, but

He shewed His hands and His feet and His side, the evidence that He who was now in life
wes the same who had been Jlaid iow in death, the One who died for uws. What a vision
that was! The “avieur extended His hands and showed them who Fe was.,

When these disciples came they were rather gloomy. Tyey bhad mourned the death of their
beloved Lord. Some of them had been to the grave where they had laid His precicus body;
they had seen the sealed sepulchre, and the Roman guards keeping watch. They came
together, so far as they knew mourning a dead Christ, and behold, He appeared in their
midst, the living Ome. Do you wonder that it is said, "Then were the disciples glsd
when they saw the Lord.® Haven't vou been gled on meny occasions, when thus by faith
you had seen the L,rd Jesus?

They received a commission from the Lgord. He said, %Peace be unto you: as My Fzither
hath sent Me, even so send I you." Hg ga e them a job to do. T do net know anything
that is nmore distressing than idleness. The Cpristian who does not feel any responsibi-
1lity to get something done for the Lord does not enjoy his or her religion. It is
impossible.

Farthermore, "He breathed on them, and saith uwnto them, Receive ye the Holy Grost.w
H,w many of us could testify th.t we have received a fresh anointing again and again
in the place where Jesus came? He comes to establish us in the faith, to cemmission
us to do somethine in His name, and breathes wpon us the Hyly Gpost tht we may be
empowered for all the duties of life. Thet is one side of it.

At this memorable meeting all the disciples were present except two, Thomas and Jdydas.
0f course, Judas was not expected. He had already betrayed his Lord and bean whipped
and scourged by remorse of conscience entirely out of this world, He had gone to his
ovn place. Thomas was expected to be present for he was one of the twelve, the ipmer
circle. It is a sad day for any cangregation when its membership begins to absent
themselves from the services. It is sad when they can be counted on 4o be at social

functions and their places of business, but csnnot be counted on when the interesis
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of the Kingdom are at steke. N, community loses respect for a congrepation until

it loses respect for itself. Ome camot upderstand people who profess and ¢all theme
selves Cyristians, who are never found at the house of prayers There is bound

to be something wrong with your spirituel 1life, if thet is the case.

Worship ie the primory duty, and should be the eagerly accepied privil&ge', of every
genuine Christian. But its frequent neglect is 2 matter of commen observation, and the
effect upon the sbsenteez, and upon the Christian fellowship to which they belong, is

to be seriously deplored.

The disapproving merk opposite the nzme of Thomes is a positive rebuke. Tne report
¥not with them"™ means that he ought to have been with them. He ought to have been
with them, becausa, by the grace of God, he was what he was; cne of the twelve. Some
of the rest might have been excused, but noit the twelve. He had chosen the twelve that
they micht be with Him. Tyey had been with Him, but bere was one who was absent, I
reed to remind you that those who oceupy positions of leadership ocusht to be presenteo

Wy wes Thomes absent? How dig it happen thet he, the neediest of them all, was not
there to rsceive the inspiration and the uplift that came frem this service? Surely he
was not any busier than the rest of the disciples; he had no more work to do than those
who came, I don't suppose he was any more indisposed than they were. They were there,
and he was sbsent. Tt surely could not have been due to indifference. Many today se-
parate themselves from the services of their church because of deadening indiffsrence,
Trey sresbsorbed in other matters,

Tyomas was not absent because he hed found satisfaction elsewhere, Ipstead of being
-satisfied and happy, he was sad and misersble, Thomes was naturally a moody man, of
melancholy turn. Constitutionally and habitually he locked on the derk side of things,
and preferred to walk on the shady side of the street. He quit *attending church® after -
the crucifixion. He brooded over his morbid doubts and courted solitude and seperation.

Thomas hed lost hope. He believed thdt Cprist was dead, and that the cause for which
He had stood was lost. He believed that right was forever defested, and wrong forever
enthroned. For him there was not a single ray of light, nor one single gleam of hope.
The bitterness of his sorrow had drivern him to despair.

Thomss was not present because he did not, expect Jesus to be there. Ag yet he did not
believe thet Jesus had arisen from the dead. I ke had only known that Jesus was going
to be there, he would have been there oo, Co

Why is that we are not always present? Ag a rule, when we are absent, it is simply
because we do net want to bepresent. Excuses encugh may be ready at hand. Callers?
The weather? Not feel very well? Tired? Some other atraction? Only day I have to do
something elge? Only dey do not heve, for it is Godls Gay. These flimsy excuses will
not do. “Forsake mot the assembling of yourselves together as the marmer of many is,.®

What Thomés missed?

1. The privilege of seeing Jesus. '
For a whole week longer than the rest of the disciples he was withomwl any assurance

that he had a risen Saviour. Fe might have hed a week of overflowing joy, like the
others had, but instead of thet, he nursed his gloom and his unbelief, and spent
enother week in the doldrums. Why? Beecause he did not 76 where Jesus had promised
to meet him, and therefore, he did not see Him, and be did not hear Him, and he did
not receive that breath from heaven., Many of us know whet it is to have met with the
Iord 2nd gotten a new lease on life, deeper assurance, strenger feith, and a sreater
desire to accomplish more in the work of the Iord because we have had & personal
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interview with the Master. For another week Thomas wes without any testimony.

The other diseiples had plenty to talk about, but not Thomas, because he had not
been there when Jesus came. You know full well that whern you have been where Jesus
is, you find it easier to bear testimony to His grace, don't you?

Thomas missed the privilege of seeing Him Who had throttled death and hell and the
grave and had brought life and immortality to light through the gospel. He missed
seeing Him, one vision of whose face would have changed his seobbing into singing
and his nlght into marvelous day.

2. The thrill of a great joy.
"Then were the diseiples glad when they saw the lLord." This joy might have been
experienced by Thomas if he had only been there.

3. The gift of peacs.
To those present Jesus sald, "Peace be unto you.” ,And how Thomas needed that gift!
He was in a fever of restlessness and wretchedness. He was whipped by a tempest
of doubt and unbelief, And all the while he might have enjoyed "the peace that
passeth understanding.® But Thomas missed it becanse he wss absent,

4e The commission to a great service.
Jesus said unto them, "As the Father hath sent Mb even so send I you." But Thomas
was not there to hear this commissioen. With the cruclflxlgn, the great program that
Christ had given them seemed to have lapsed ferever. They were men without a goal,
But Jesus came and recommissioned them, leid upon them again the high task of witnessing
to the world. And Thomas missed the great blessing of that ececasion.

5. A fresh anointing of the Holy Spirit,
"He breathed on them, and saith ynto them, Receive ye the Holy Ghest," Johm 20:22.
How close the disciples came to Ezm that day! How their hearts were warmed]! How
thelr hopes were revived! But Thomas missed all this.

6. A promise of success in His work.
"Whose server sins ye remit, they are remitted unto them; and whose soever sinsg ye

retain, they are retained." John 20123,

It may be that you were once active in the service of the Lord, an enthusiastic Christian,
But 1little by little you have slipped baek until you are no 10nger found regulsrly among
the wershlypers in God's house. You are missing something. You are rebbing yourself,
Don't decelve yourself, When God's children meet together Christ still menifests Himself.
And seeing Him through the eyes of faith, there comes to us a new joy and peace, a new
sense of the purpose and worthfulness of life. Seeing Him there comes to us a new power
for battle and for con~mest. Bubt if we miss Him, everything goes wrong.

7+ The privilege of helping his fellow disciples.,
His fellow believers missed him, His vacant place was a damper to their spirits.
It was a bad example for others. What an encomragement he mig ht have been to
them! One cannet rob himself without robbing others. Onc canpnct starve himself
spiritually without helping te starve others. One cannot sin alene., I don't imagine
that Thomss ever thought that all the world would know he was not present when the
Master came. Christ always misses us when we are not nresent. He not only knows
when you are absent, but He alse knows why you are absent. Furthermore, He knows
how you are impoverighing yourself, and enfeebling yourself when you are not in
attendance where and when He wants to meet you.

Here is the encouraging thing:' the other diseiples sought out Thomas. They did not ‘
argue with him, because they were too full of the Holy Spirit for that. They just gave



him their positive testimomy: "We have seen the Lord." the next Iord's Day,
Thomas was present with the rest. Get a blessing; then go and tell people about it
and where you got it. If you have really seen the lord, snd received a blessing from
Him, tell others about Him and what He gives. The Master addressed the hungry heart
of Thomas and he in turn exclaimed, "My Ilord snd my God." The real Thomas at last
spoke out as he worshipped the risen Sevieur., Thom:s was convinced when he teo saw
the Lerd., Let me tell you that you are really ~issing something when you do not come
where the Lord Jesus Christ is.




