LIVING WATER FOR THIRSPY SOULS

#In the last day, that great day of the feast, Jesus stood and eried,
Baying, IFf any man thirst, let him come unto me, and drink.® Jolm 7:37.

It was an sutumn morning. The tesple in Jerusalem was crouded with pile
grims, il of vhom were in festive asrray. They had come up to the Holy
City for the Feast of Tabernacles, which was one of the three great annual
feasts, That feastl was celebrated with such wniversal Joy that Josephus,
the historian,; called it "Lhe greatest and holiest feast of the year.® It
was the great holiday of the natdon, at which people of all rauks and pro-
fessions vied with one another im their dJdemcustrations of gladness,

The Feast of Tabernacles was the closing and prowning festival of the yeéar.
ine design of this feast was of thankegiving for the concluded harvest,
Another was to commemorate the incidents and wanderings of the Isrgelites
in the ¥Wilderness. The third object was to celebrate by publiec thanks-
giving the settlement of the Israelites in the land of Canagan, This feast
lasted eight days; and the last day was the greatest. It was primarily a.
day of rejeicing befoere the pilgrims p@tura@d to their homes.

On gach of the seven days there was & aigﬁifiaaﬁt aﬁé Jjoyous oaremonye
The Temple services, full of strange significance, crowded one upon ;w«ﬁh@?
during the week. The priests served in turn, 2nd seventy bullocks were
effered in sacrifice for the seventy nations of the world, The Law was
read dally, and the temple trumpets @@ﬁﬁﬁ%d forth a %riumphaaﬁ blast twentye

ane ﬁiﬁ@ﬁ sach day.

Enel day 2 prigst with z golden pitcher W@ﬁ%’%@ the Pool of Biloam foliowed
by a Lhrong of people. &g many of the pecple as possible drew near to the
pool and drank of the water with great joy, Filling the pitcher with
water,; the priest bore it down the streets gmid the shouting and singing
of the multitude and the sound of trumpets and cymbals, When he reached
the teapie and entered, bthe sacred trumpets bresthed cut a joyous blast,
whieh coatinued until he reached the altar and poured the water that he
had brought from the pool inte a silver basian, The great Hallel ~- Fealus
113-118 inclusive -~ was then sung. Vhen they sang the last verse, %0
give thanks unto the Lord; for le is geod: for ilis mercy endureth ferever,%
every man waved the palm branch which he carried in his hand:, This czeremony
was atlended with so much joy that the Rabbi sald that he who had not seen
it did nol know what true joy was,

From the mxﬁ&i& of thaﬁ festival 6&@&&% had ﬁ@@m present and openly teaching
ﬁh@*ﬁ@@?iﬁ. Even though the festival was almost ever, our Lord did not
cease to proelpim His message, He continuwed to instruct, té invite and

to entreat, Decause it was the last day He manifested an increased ardour,
He assumed & positiow more sctive, more pleading and more earnest than that
of a teacher who was seated, He stood and plead in tomes that were both
loud and pathetic: He stood snd eried, whereas osn previous cccasions He
had sat and talked., He spoké with a loud voice, both to show His Fervour
and earnestaess and in erder that all might hear.

As ie ever the sase with Christ, wheh Hs saw the people wearied and thirsty
a8 they rushed hither snd thither, His heart wvas stirpred withia Him, He bhad
great compassion and unbounding pity. Staﬂdimg on a prominent gpot; He

saw the crowds geoing away with aching c¢omnscicnces and unsatisfied minds.
Pitying themy, He cried al@mﬁ, saying; *I¢¥ any man thirst, let him come

unte Me, and drisk.”
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Having witnessed their ceremonies, which were quite impressive,; the
CBaviour must have been struck with the futility of it all., For, although
“these jubillant multitudes sang and shouted and went inte raptures, after

it was all over they went home with their same old heartaches and cares
and fears. It was a perfeet picture of the fact that the law ecould never

- agduage the thirst of the human heart. Horeowver, it aymhﬂliz@ﬁ the utter
Anabdlity of the waters of earth, its pi@aﬁﬁf@& ané pﬁ%&@ﬁ%l@nﬁ aaé pﬁii@w
=a®@hi@@, Lo @aﬁisfy %&e w&a?y ﬁ@ﬁl; :

_ But th@v@ stood among the ﬁ&rﬁmgﬁ en tna% f@@ﬁt ﬁay &ma Who a@aié @&%x@fy
the thirsty soul, He went out of the ordinary; and did the exceptional
thing of standing, probably in sesme elevated position, and crying aloud
to the multitude,  VWhy 4id He do it? DBecsuse He had something exzcepiionsl
and exbra-ordingry to say. e soul had been moved by the vaia;ce?ﬂM$ﬁy.-'
It wee as though Me had said, ®ih, vou thirst for something; you know not

~what., These hollow ceremonies, ﬁﬁ@&@ ecstasies of the flesh; these amgﬁy
pltchere from Eﬁiaam, these waters of @aw@h aaﬁVnevar'saﬁzafy. :

.‘Xa The &@p@als

®IF any mans®  This urgent invitatibon is presénted to évery person who
thirsts; regardless of how great, how nuserous, of how long standing

his sins may bes Regardless of one's race, ﬁ@ﬂntryg @@ﬁﬁ&ﬁa@ﬁ, character,
or aga thig ﬁﬂvitatiaﬁ is ﬁxﬂmnﬁ@ﬁ; : ,

IE. ?k@ ﬁ@?@&iﬂ@a '

WEF gay man thiret.®  This word "thirst? suggests & natural need. Water
“ds p such needed element. Hothing will take the place of waters There
- ds no word dn our language thalt more strongly expresses desire than tChe
word thirst. This figure of speech is used here Lo express the mest
intense desire. Thirst is the agonized protest of the body against
- bedng deprived of its most vital need. It denotes a condition of dire
‘need or urgent pecessity. Eﬂﬁlly‘thifﬁt is the most painful ssasstion
o %o which the frame of mortal man is liable. Unsatisfied thirst is of
- 21l misevies the most severe, IFf it i& not a&a&agﬁd, it is the pr&iu@@
to the most ﬁraadfui of ﬁ@athﬁ«

This is & %ﬁxr&ﬁy-wariﬁa There iﬁ:@h@ﬁi&&l ﬁhirs@, mﬁnﬁai thirst,
moral thirst and apiﬁiﬁu&l thirst. There is the thirst of the artist
for heauty., There is the thirst of the secientist for kunowledge.  Thers
© ds the thirst of the toiler for ease:. There is the thirst for wealths
 There is the thirst for happiness. ?h&rﬁ is tha,thirﬁt f@w p@a&@a.

?&1?%& iﬁ a real and intense desire which cannot be concesled op Fore
. gotten. It is a desire which asserts itself, It absoirbs and dosiinates
a person. One who is really thiv&ty will gzv& aiﬁﬁsﬁ aﬁy&hiﬁg"ﬁ@ get
tha@ @ﬁ% gréat ueed amppli@ﬁ.

%Ef any man %&ir&t.ﬂ There is no dis%inaﬁ&aﬁ hava. ?hﬁ hi&asiﬁg iﬁ
for gll irrespective of elags or age. There are no distinctions with
S Gode A well-known minister, mome years age, received three people into
the membership of his cluirch on one Sundsy morning. Une was a ncblemang
- the second was a Chinsse; and the thivrd was a poor wpsherwoman. The.
- three peopls sbtood before him, and 28 he extended to them the hand of
. fellowship, he sald to the congiregation, "My friends, I will have you
to notice that at the gross of Christ the ground is level.¥ {ed is no
respecter of persons. !is message is for all +« the humblest dweller in
s lowly u@tﬁﬁg@, oy those who live in palaces. We sieet where {he ground
ig level because we mget at the cross. Ye arg drawn there by the
gonsciousness of our meed.
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‘The égmz&maﬁ%xa |

wIE any dan thivst; iet kimaamma ant@ ma;ﬂ WIf any man thirst® «=
- that is the only condition: ¥If any #an thirst; let him come¥ «= - .
‘ﬁhﬁﬁ is the simpi@ steps - I I

- Blet not @@ﬁﬁﬂi&ﬂ&& mak@ you - LGgﬁr,
‘ Hor of fitness fondly dream;
411 the fitness Christ r&guﬁr@%h,
:-ﬂi*‘ o Ia t@ f@@l yous need of @mm. -

- Bome ape thﬁraﬁi&g for the forgiveness of ﬁﬁa&r ginss Christ ﬁglthﬁ
 One to Whom they must come if their thirst is (o be guenched: He

alome has power on earth to fergive sins. Those of us who are

- Christians will never forget the peace and joy and satisfaction %haah .

Ceame into our hearts vhen we came to Christ and He forgave our gins,

' Those who are thirsting for salvation must not be content with coming

te a maﬁ, to an erdinance or to a ehupch, but they must come to Cheist,

It ie not encugh to think, te talk, to wish, to intend, to resolve or

t@ ﬁ@p&g bﬁh you must

eone ﬁw ﬁﬁ@iﬁt iﬁ %ru&t ané amwren&eva -

. Another legitimate thirst is far hagﬁ&nﬁaﬁ; ﬁhriﬁt ‘alone can’ s&tngy

this thirst. iHe wants us %o be filled with joy. If you are tkiva%xag

_%f@w h&p@iﬂ%ﬁﬂ; come to ﬂhvis% and ﬁ@ will satiaﬁy your need.

- %:irza?ﬁ*‘%%ziwt; Jie is able to do

ﬁth@r@ pre thirgting for. &eiiuaﬁsﬁ Tkgy‘lemg to be delivered from the
power and domingtion of #ia. Christ is the ohly sne whoe can &@ézﬁzy
#liver you from y@ar“%aﬁettxng min, -

h@ m@p@@@?ﬁﬁ%i@ﬁ.

Wﬁf gny man tkﬁr&t, 1@% him: come unte me, aﬁd ﬁ?&%k.ﬁ This means
that if he has a desire for salvation from sin he is to come ‘to Christ
and receldve it. ' "Come unto me, and deink.® That means to mpyragwia&gﬁ

Here ie the &&cr@t af b1$3$iﬁg w~ the E@v@ gives and e wwaai?@‘-'

ﬁarﬁ%@ dobs miot mean Just &b #@a& about coning to ﬁxm, or ‘bt think
about it, or to talk shoub ity but actually to ¢ome te Him. Coming
“to Cheist is the result of an get of the will, The words ®and dprink®
- indicate an sppropriation and the resting of the heart in Christy '

Hever forget that this is always a persomal act. If your thirst is
to be assuaged, you must come to the Loxrd Jesus Christ and trust Hime
You are not to bring anything to Him, but to take everything from- Him,
as the thirsty pround driaks in the showerss If any man thirst; let
him receive Chri&t im Whom &h@v@ is salvatman, ﬁﬁtxﬁfaeti@n and suf-
fx%i&a&yw

to ﬁhﬁiﬁt o &fﬁﬂk weans that you wiii receive from Him

Tour o .:_‘f $ng

all the spiritual blessings and mercies that He has to bestow on Yo,
If you permit anything to keep vou from this azet of appropriatici,

whether it be pride; ﬁﬁﬁbﬁ or yrwa?a&%iﬁ&ti@a, you will die from
%p&?itaai thirst. =

An' invaluable bieﬂsing-%hxﬁk roeults from coming %m ahmist and dprinkiang
is the pardon of all your sins. You will pever have pesce of mind,

doy of heart 6F satisfaction of soeul until yuu‘kn@W‘thaﬁ your sins

are forgiven. The forgivenesms of your sing is your greatest meed; and

it is enly threugh Christ that you can obtain this great blessing. Ye




purchased it for you by His death and offers it to vou as g gift.
-Another great blessing which results from coming to Christ is that of
-wternal happiness., OF what use or value iz all else if you miss
etornal bliss?  OFf what benefit zpe the peositions; the. ?@&&@gﬁlﬂﬁﬁ
and the @2@&&&%& of the world, if the ﬁria& of t#wm_aﬁ tha@ gm& m&@@
'ﬁ@&?&ﬁ and ﬁa&@@ﬁ& imt@ h@i&* , :

?hiﬁ gwaninaa iﬁ?i%&ti@ﬁ iﬂ &xtﬁaé@é && ail klﬁﬁ&-@f @ﬁ@n@wﬁj r@g&vﬁ~
1@&@ of how great, numerous or longstanding thelr sins may be. Every
sinner noeds the Saviour; and will perish without Him. If you long to
- taste the sweeluness of lHis pardon, the depths of lils love; the warmth
‘of His grace, the breadth of His @@mf@@% an& the 1@&@&% of His %alvaw
ti@ﬁ, come to Christ and drink.. o _ _ - g :

You %h@alﬁ aa&yt th&& iﬁvitaﬁaaﬁ baaau&a of the @ﬁe @hﬁ 1&%1&@& Fou )
alpo; because of  your own personal needs. -How desperately bad is your.
copdition out of Christl You are a servant of Satan,  You are in
%&ﬂﬂaﬁ& to sdn. You are without Christ, God asd hope da. the world, .
In your spiritusl thirst, if you will come to Christ and deink, all
will be well with’ you both here and hereafter. Mamny have received a
most: cordial weloome from Him. He has forgiven their sins and saved
~bhelr souis. He has brought them into the family of God and showered
. them with the supev-sbundance of His mereles. I have never seen a

- Chrdstian vho haz ever vegretted the fact that he had acecepted Cheist
as his or her personasl Saviour. Moreover; the wost neseded blessings
saunot be obtained from any other source in all the world: Therefore,
‘seme to Cheist now and be @aveés In relating his Christian experience
Horatius E@ﬂar ﬁaﬁ&: . Coa - T

" ®E heard the voice @f 5@%&& a&y#

- "Ceome unto Me and Past;

Lay down, thou weary one, lay down
Thy head upen My breast.™

% came Lo Jesns as I was;

. Weary agnd wevn and sadg

I found in Him a resting place,
And He h&@ made me glad,

% heard thﬁ.¥ﬁi¢@ of Jesus aayﬁ
*Bahold, I freely give
The living water; thirsty one;
. Stoop down and deink, and 1ive.%
I wome to Jesus and I d@ank _
Of that life-giving streami
My thirst was quenched,; my @ﬂ&ﬁ ra%&%%d}a
And now I live in. Him,

I hﬁﬂrﬁ the wolee of Jesus say,
#1 am this dark wopbld's lightp .

Look unto Me, thy morn shall pise,
And all thy day be bright.®

I looked to Jesus and T found

- In HHim my Stav, g Sung

And in that light of life I%1l walk,
Till traveling days arve dong.®



