OUT OF THE NIGHT
John 3:1-13

Thege verses of scripture contain the record of an interesting conversation between a
prominent sinmer and the only Saviour, This simner is deseribed at lenmgth in the first
verse, which reads as follows, "There was a man of the Pharisees, nemed Micodemus, a
ruler of the Jews,!

The Fharisees composed the most povular and patriotie periy. They were noted for their
orthedox creed and punctilious observence of the Jewish ritual. They were proud, exelusive,
bigoted, boastful of their good deeds, strict adherenmts to traditional beliefs and precise
in their religious worskip.

Hicoderms was a ruler of the Jews, Thal implies thet he was a member of the Sanhedrin,
which wag the highest position within the gift of bis nation., He stood high in the councils
of the Sanhedrin. His pesition demanded and ilnvolved an irreproachable 1ife, a splendid
reputation, & good educstion, & great vower, a wide influence and vast respomsibilities.

To him the people looked for inmstruction and guidance.

Micodemus was a man of eulture, refinement, scholarship and zeal for the law. He wes one
of the most religious men of his day, honest in his convictions and sireere im his desire
to do right, He was a msn who was willing to learn. He had an inquiring mind snd a
pagsion for the truth, Consequently, he refused to let prejudice blind him, He knew that
it was easv for one te close his mind to the truth that he did not care to accept, to
shut bis eves to that which he did not wish to see, and to stop his ears to the message
that he did not went to hesr, He also knew that such conduct was just as danperous ag

it was easy, so he determined to know and to follow the truth.

Wicodermms was definitely religicus, but he was not satisfied with his religion., His
religion had not met his deepest needs. He kmew that he had not learned the real secret
of the best way of life, but he was convinced, on the basis of what he had seen and
heard, that Jesus Christ kmew that secrst.

Envious to hear what Christ Jesus had to say sboubt the way of sslvation and life, Micodemus
resolved to Seek an interview with FHim. Under the cover of darkness, he made his silent
and unpeérceived way through the alleys of Jerusalem, out the gate which was kept open all
night during the week of the Passover, down the zig-zeg path and across the bed of the
Kedron, then tp the glope to the Mount of Olives, smong the tents and stone houses, to
Tind the humble abode in which the Iord Jesus was lodging fer the night, which was probably
a tent, '

Why did Wicodemus come to Christ at nisht? He chose to walt until the crowds had dispersed
and then make his ¥#ay through the guiet streets alone, to the place where Christ Jesus

had gone to rest for the night. Moreover, night was the best time to come. It gave him
an oppertunity for a lonmg, private and uninterrupted conversation with Christ. His
timidity mey have been a part of the reason for his coming at night. That he was cautious
and timid is evidenced not enly by this inecident, but alsc by his next appearance on the
stage.

Fasily accessible and happily avproachsble, Christ readily received Nieodemus. Modestly,

and as if speaking for others as much as for himself, Nicodemus sald, "le kmow that from

God Thou art come as & teacher,” mezning that He wss commissiomed by and sent from God.

His ovinion was based on his knowledge of the miracles which our Iord had performed, the

purpose of which was to arrest the attention of the people and to attest a divine misgion.

However Christ did not discuss Fis miracles with Hicoderus. Instead, He ignrored hisH
ef'ergnce them and.with startling asbruptness talked to him abowt the new birth. He
TRIaTRERCHHR &5 Gnggglng ac thatn%unlesg one is born anew" he ean never receive the benefits

of the kingdom of God.
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Yhat & blow to Micodemus, the honorable, cultured, refined and educated Phariseel! Tt was
deeply hombling and puzzling as well. His merely being a Jew did not give him a place
in the kingdom; his being a Pharisee, esteemed holier ithsn other people, aveiled nothing;
and his membership and fame in the Sanhkedrin did not admit him inte God's kingdom. Tt
is to the credit of Nicodemus that he acknowledged himself an inquirer for fthe truth amd
an unsatisfied seeker after light. The most becoming and honorable place for anybody,
however rich or learned, is that of an humble and earmest inguirer at the feet of Christ,

The matchless Preacher told Nicodemus that, PExcevt & man be born again, he cannot see
the kingdom of God." Thus He made it plain te him that he needed a Saviour instead of

a teacher., The saved meed a bteacher, but the umsaved need a Saviour. In complete amaze-
ment Ficodemus asked, "How can these things be?™ With terder satire, as Christ recognized
his intellectuality, ability, popularity and sincerity, He said, "Art thou a master of
Israel, and knowest not these things?" Although MNicodemms felt the personal force of
what the Iord Jesus said, he was not offended. Christ used him, as a splendid ewample

of the natural man at his best, to emphasize the one zreat need of every persen, which

is the new birth. He did not say, "It would be & fine thing fer yom to be borm again.”
Neither did He say, "You ought %o be born again.®™ He said, "Ie must be born again.®

What is this new birth without which Christ says me msn csn see or embter the kingdom of
God? It is a thing to be experienced rather than defined. It is the greatest miracle
that God ever wrought. It is wrought only throusgh snd by the power of the Holy Spirit.
It is an absclute neeessity. 4&s proof that there iz and can be no éxceptien, Christ told
Nicodemus, who was an exalted tvpe of what educetion, morality, sincerity and religion
ean do f@r one, that he needed to be borm agaih. The new birth is not optional. It is
imperative. "Ye must be born again.” Eiernal life is contingent wpon it, If you expect
to be saved and to live in heaven, then you must be born again.

I. The Nature Of The New Birth.
1. Hegatively. -

(1) It is not the natural birth.
Chrigst clearly distinguished the two births when He said, "That which is born
of the flesh is flesh; and that which iz born of the Spirit is spirit¥ (verse 6).
Just as we are born inmto this world by s vhysiezl birth, so we are born inmté
the kingdem of God by a sviritual birth.

{2} Tt is not the education of the natural man,
Education dispels ignorance and eliminatess coarse tastes and crude practices,
but it can never produce or serve as a substitute for the new birth.

(3) It is not the reformation of the outward man.
Reformation is the work of man, but regeneration is the work of God. The
new birth is an act of God instead of a reforming process on the part of man.

(4) % is not living & moral Iife.
Decency, respeetabllity, morality, honesty, generosity and upright citizenship
are good and laudable, but they can never effect the new birth, "ot by
works of righteousness which we have done, but according to His mercy He saved
us, by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Spirii; Which
Be shed onm us abundantly through Jesus Christ our Saviour® (Titus 3: 5—6)

(5) It is not a profession of religion,
Every person is religious and worships somebody or something.

(6) Tt is not having a chenge of feeling. '
Feelings are often changed by the weather, the condition of the health and

by the circumstances of 1ife., One may have a change of feeling without
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regensration, but one cannol experience the new birth without a change of feeling.

(7) It is not joining a church.
The vnsaved should not be church members, but every saved person should be
g member of a NWew Testament church.

2. Positively.
The new blrth is the impartation of the divine naturs to human beings, Tt is
the infusion of the divine life into the human soul. 48 in the first, or physical,
blrth we become partakers of luman nature, go in the second, or spirituel, birth
we become partakers of the divine nature. Ve received the mature of our parents
when we were born physicaily, and we receive the nature of God when we are born

apiritually.

Our Savieur described the new birth as a passing out of death into life. Fe
said, "Verily, verily, I say wmbo you, He that heareth my word, and believeth on
him that sent me, hath everlasting life, and shell not come into condemmation;
but is passed from death unto 1life" (Johm 5:24). When one repents of his sins
and believes on the Lord Jesus Christ, he receives salvetion. "Bubt as many as
received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them that
believe on his name" (John 1:12),

The new birth is a performence of God. It is slse a veérmenent change. & person
iz not born frem above today and then unmborn next week. Christ has never saved
a soul and later permitied that soul to be lost., Wihere is therefore now no con-
demnation to them which are in Christ Jesuz* (Romems £:1).

II. The Evidences Of The New Birth,
How can one know that Ee has experiemced the new birth?

1. By the testimony of the Spirit of God. ’
"The Spirit Himself besreth witness with our spirits, that we are the children
of God" (Romsns 8:16). "He that believeth on the Son of God hsth the witness in
himself? (I John 5:10).

2. By his love for Ged's children.
"We know that we have passed from death wnto life, because we love the brethren,
Be that Joveth not his brother abideth in death™ (I John 3:14). Tt is just as
natural for born-again souls to love those who are in God's family as it is for
us to love those who are relsied to ns by ties of blood.

3. By his victory over sin.
"For whatsoever is born of God overcometh the world, even our faith" (I John 5:4).

4. By a desire to please the lord.
"And hereby we know that we know him, if we keep his commandmernts” (I John 2:3).
When the new birth is exzperienced, self is dethroned and Christ ig enthroned as
lord. Thereafter, Iife is under new menagement and its greatest ambition is to
please Him, It is the new birth alone which brings & sonl to the place where the
Iord's will is its supreme delight.

5. By a changed life. _
The new birth transforms our thoughts, tastes, affections, interests, ambitions,
motives, purposes, enjoyments, habits, judgments, fears, outlooks, condumet and
hopes. The things we formerly enjoyed we now dislike and the things we formerly
hated we now love., "If any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things
are passed away; behold, all things are become new" (IT Corinthisns 5:17). When
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one is born agmin, he thinke, feels, decides and acts differently. He loves
what Ged loves and hates what God hates.

6. By a passion for the unsaved. :
A regenerated person is willing and anxious to do what he can to influence others

to accept Christ and thereby come to know the joys of the new birth.

Micodemus came io Christ im the nisht and went awsy in the light. He was never the same
after that interview with Christ that night. He went forth to live as a follower of his
Iord. We have only twe subsequent glimpses of him. The first one was some year and a
half later, when his eolleagues of the Savhedrin sendt officers to arrest Christ Jesus
and bring Him before their organization for trisl and they returned without Him.

With the feeling against Christ at fever heat, Wicodemus was wnwilling to remsin silent,
although he was not cewragecus encugh to avew his faith in Him. He resolved to stand
up for the legael rights of Christ. S¢ he ventured to raise a point of law saying, "Does
our law cendemn the men excent it first hear from him and get knowledge of what he is
doing? TFassing by the matier of common justlee, which Wicodemns had menticmed, they
made =z personsl thrust at him and sneered at him as 2 mere Ignorant Galilean. Hicodemus
had cleared his own conscience, bil he had also made himself & mevked man, Though he
might keep silent in the Sarvhedrin thereafter, he would be under suespicion.

Cur next glimpse of Nicodemus waz after Christ died on the cross, Joserh of Arimsthses
had obtained permission from Pilate to remove ewr lord's body from the crogs, whereupon
Hicodemus assisted him in preverins the body for burisl. These two men of scholarship
and weslth openly avowed their love for Christ in the hewr of Hs deepest shame. One
vonders, however, if Nicoderus did not have many a2 psng in his heart that he had waited
£0 lcng to take an open stend for Christ at whatever cost.

You can avold amy regrets along this line by receiving Ghrist as your persoaal Savienr
nov, then by enthroning Him as ithe lord of -your life and living in conform1ty to His blessed
will,

"0h sinner, this message of Jesms believe,
Just open your heart and galvation receive:
If ever you meet Him in heaven's domain,

'Ye must be born agein,t®
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