LIVI¥G WATER FOR THIRSEY SOULS

8In the last day. that grezst dey of the feast, Jesus stood and eried, saying, If
any men thirst, let him come unto me, and drink." Jokn 7:37.

It wag an sutumn morning in Jerusalem. The Temple was crowded with pilgrims, all

of whom were in festive array. They had come up to the Eoly City for ome of the three
great annual feasts-——the Feast of Tabernacles. That feast was celebrated with such
universal joy that Josephus, the historizn, called it "the greatest and holiest
feast of the year.® It was the great holiday of the nation, at which people of all
ranks and professions vied with one another in their demonstraiions of gladness.
From every village and city, from Dan te Beersheba, there poured forth jubilant
maliitudes to the Gity of Solemnities. It was the closing and crowning festival of
the year. It was a grand nationsl harvesit-home in which they sought to combine
exuberant natural joy with the solemnities c¢f a hely convocation. One design of this
feest was & thanksgiving for the concluded harvest. Anether object of it was te
cormemorate the incidents and wenderings of the Israelites in the wilderness. A
third object of this feast was te celebrate by a public thapksgiving the setilement
of Isrzel in the land of Canasn.

This feast lasted eight days, and the lagt day wes the greatest. It seems to hsve
been primerily a day of rejoicing before the pilgrims returned to their hemes.

On ezch of the seven days there was a significant and joyous ceremony. The Temple
gervices, full eof sirange significance, crowded one upon another during the week.

The priests served in tura, and seventy bullocks were offered in sacrifice for the
severnty nations of the worid. The Law was read daily, and each day the Tewple trumpets
sounded forth a triumphant blest twenty-one tinmes.

Bach day & priest with 2 golden pitcher went to the Pool of Siloam followed by 2
throng of people. 4&s many of the people as could get nesr ¢id so and drank of the
water with great joy. Filling the pitcher, he bore it down the streets amid the shout-
ing &nd singing of the maltitude and the sound of trumpets and cymbels. Vhen ks
rezched the Temple and entered, the sacred trumpets breathed out a Jjoyous tlast,
which continued until he rezched the alitar, and the water that he had brought from
the pool wzs poured into a silver basin. The great Hallel was sung—-—the 113th-118th
Psalme inclusive~—and the last verse, %0, give thanks unte the lerd; for He is good?
for his mercy endureth forever,® and every man waved the palm branch he carried in
hig hand. This ceremony was abttended with so much joy that the Bebbi said hs who
had not seen it Gid net know what true joy heani.

On the eighth day, the last greai day of the feast, and a Szbbath, the pilgrims
marched seven times round the cily with palm branches and music, shouting "Hosanna®
in commemoretion of the taking of Jericho, the first city in the Promised Lend

that fell into the hands of their fathers. But on this day the ceremony of drawing
water did not take place; no priest went down o0 Sileam; the multitude did not, a&s
on the other days, thronz to the pool; arnd the absence of ceremony and the lack of
rejoicing that attended it sugegesied to Chirist Jesus the opportunity of appealing
to the peorle throuvgh the typical to the real, and frim the shadow o the substance.

From the middle of that festival our Lord had been preseni, and had openly taught
the people, and they had seen Him in the midst of the throng, 1lifting up His hands
and proclaining Eis message. Even though it was the eighth day and the femiival
was almost over, the Savicur 4id not cesse 1o preach. He coniinued %o instruct,

to invite, and to entreat. Beczuse it was the last day, He manifested an increased
ardour in so doing. He assumed & position more asctive, more pleading, and more
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sernest than that of a sesated teacher. Behold, He gtood and pleadl His pleading
was in toneg both pathetic and loud. He stood and cried, whereas on previous
occasions He sat and talked. He spoke with & loud voice, both to show Eis fervour
and earnestness, and that all might hear. ‘

When He saw the people wearied and thirsty as they rushed hither and thither, His
kesrt was stirreé within Him. It is slways so. Our Lord is & lLord of greai com—
passion, and of unbounding piiy. He saw &nd He cried out. Standing on & prominent
lace, He saw the crowds going away with aching consciences &nd unsatisfied minds.
Pitying them, He cried aloud, like & herald. As was cheracteristic of His teachings,
Christ spoke of man's chief spiritual needs in the terms of his greatest physical
necessities. He said, YIf any men thirst, let him come unto Me, and drink.t

Havicg witnessed their ceremonies, which were guite impressive, the Saviour must
heve been siruck with the futility of it all. Feor, although these jubilent multi-
tudes sang and shouted and went into raptures, after it was all over they went home
with their same old heartaches end cares and fears. It was & perfect picture of the

. fact that the law could nsver assuege the thirsi of the humen heart. And more then

that, it symbolized the uiter inebility of the waters of earth, its pleassurss and
possessions and phllﬁSOPﬂA393 to satisfy the weary soul. .

Fut there stood smong the throngs on that feast day Une ¥he coula satiafy the thirsty
sol. He went oub of the ordinsry, and did the exceptional thing of standing, prob-
ably in some eleveted position, and crying aloud to the wultitude. Why did He do

it? Because He had something exceptional end exitraordinary to say. His soul had
been moved by the vein ceremony. It was a&s though He had seid, "Ah, you thirst for
something, you know not what. These hollow ceremonies, these ecstasies of the flesh,
these erpty plichers from Siloam, these waters of earth cap never satisfy.V

The Appeal.

YIf any man.! This urgeﬁt invitation is presented to every person who thirsts,
regardless of how great, how mumerous, or how long stending his sins may be. ZRegard-
less of one's rsce, country, condition, character, or age, this invitation is exiended.

The Appetite.

"If ony man thiret.® Bodily thirst is the mest painful sensation o which the frame
of mortal man is lisble. But if bodily thirst is so painful, how much more painful
iz the thirst of the souif?

This is a thirsty world. There is physical thirst, mental thirét, moral thirst,
and spiritual thirst. There is the thirsit gf-the artist for beauty. There. is the
thirst of the scientist for knowledge. There is the thirst of the voliler for ease.
There is the thirst for wealith. There is the thirst for happiness. There is the
thirst for peace.

What does thirst denote? A very real and intense desire. It is & desire which asgerts

itself, which will not allow any trifle.to stand in the way. It is & desire which
cannot be concealed or forgotten. It is & need which absorbs and dominates ithe whole
man. A man whe ig reslly thirsty will give anything to get that one great need
supplied. Thirst is an intelligent desire, &s well as an intense degire.

Unsatisfied thirst is of all miseries the most severs. No metaphor could be more
intense in & dry and thirsty lend like Palestine. It fittingly pictures the deepest
want of the human soul.
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YIf any men thirst.! There is no distinection here. The blessing is for all
irresuective of class or age. " There are no distinctions with God. 4 well-known
minister, some yesrs &go0, rsceived three people into the membership of his church
on one Sundey morning. One wes & nobleman; the second was & Chinamen; and the

third was & poor washerwomsn. The three people gtood before him, and 2s he extended
to them the hend of fellowship, he said $o the congregation, PMy friemds, I will
heve you t0 notice that st the cross of Christ the ground is level.® God is no
respecter of persons. His message is for sll--the huublest dweller inm & lowly cot-
tege, or those who live in pelaces. We meet vhere the ground is level because we
meet ot the cross. We are drawn there by the consciousness of our need.

The Approach.

Plet him cometunto Me.® WIf any men thirst'--that is the scle condition. M"If any
man thirst, let him comef-—that is the simple siep. -

“Let not conscience meke you linger,
Hor of fitness fondly dream,
All the fitness Christ reguireth,
"~ Is to feel your need of Him."

Well do we remember that time vhen we thirsted for salvation, when we thirstea for
the forgivenese of eur eing. Vhere did we get that thirst guernched? It was &t the
feet of Christ, Who alone has pover on earth to forgive sins, and we shell never
forget the peace and joy end satisfaction which came into our hearis when we came
to Him and He forgsve our sins. : |

Another legitimeie thirst is for happiness. Christ wants us to be happy and filled
with joy. He zlone can satisfy this thirst for happiness. If you are thirsting
for heppinesg. come to Him and He will satisfy indeed.

Others are thirsting for holiness. They long to be delivered from the power and
dewinion of gin. Christ Jesus is the only Cne who can sabisfy this thirst. He is
well able to give you deliverance from your besetting sin.

He that thirsts and wants relief smst come to Christ Himself. He must not be content
with coming to a churchk, or to the ordinances. or 10 any man, bul he must come to
Christ. It is not enough to wish, to intend, o reselve, to talk, or to hope, but
you must come 3o Christ in trust and surrender. Salvation is conditioned on this.

The Appropriation.

¥Ang drink.¥ ¥If any men thirst, let him come unto me, and drink." Phig means if
he has a spirituzl thirst, or & thirst after salvaiion by Christ, free and full
pardon of sin through Him, Justification by His righteousness. & greater degree of
knowledge of Him, more communion with Him, and conformity to Him. "Come unto He,
and drink.%" That means to approprizte. Here is the secret of all blesgssing—-the
Lord gives and we teke,

*F came to Jesus as I was,
‘Weary and worn and sad:
I found in Him a resting place,
Anéd He has made me glad.!

Chriet means to come and not Just $0 think about it. %o resad about it, or ito talk
gbout it, but actually to come. What else? M"And drink.¥ %Come unto Me" represents
the choice of the will; ¥And drinkY represents the sppropriation and rest of the
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Leart of the heart in Christ. And do not forget that this is a personal act.

Hobody else can drink for a thirgty wman, ané no other Christian can drink this water
of i1ife for you. If is a personal act. If your thirst is to be assueged, you

must come to the Lord Jesus Christ and trust Him. You are not fo bring anything

_to Him, but to taske everything from Him, as the thirsty ground opens its mouth,

and drinks in the showers, meny ss they may be. If any man thirst, let him receive
Christ. In Him there is gufficiency and satisfsction.

Qur coming %o (hrist to drink means that we a8re $0 receive from Him all those
spiritual blessings, and all those eternal mercies that He has to bestow upon us.
First, there ig the pardon of all your sins. You will never have guisiness of mind,
veace of heart, and satisfaction of soul uniil you kmow that your sins are fergiven.
The forgiveness of sins is your very primal need, and it is only through Christ that
you can obtain this great blessing. He purchased it for you by His death. Second,
there is eternal happiness. Uf what use is all besides if you miss eternal bliss?
Of what benefit are the positions, the possessions, znd the plaudits of the world,
if the price of them is that you finally miss heaven &nd descend into hell?

Thig invitation is extended to every kind of sinner, however grest, numerous, or
lorg-standing your sins may be. His blood cleansés from 211 sin. But there must be
e desire for Christ. You want Him for justificetion, comfort, peace, power, in
sorrow, in the hour of death, o represent you &t the Jjudgment, to keep you out of
hell, end {0 tske you into hesven. TYou nesed Him, and you will perish without Him.
There must be sn ardent desire for Christ. You must long to taste the sweetness

of Eis psardon, the wermth of His grace, the depths of His love, the breadtk of His
comfort, and the Jength of His eternal salvation. '

Why should you accept Christ's invitation? Becsuse of the Person Who invites you.
Also, because there is the consideration of your wants. How desperately bad is your
stete out of Christ. You are in bondsge to sin. You are liable to all gorts of
afflictions, to pain, %o death. You are without Christ, God, and hope in the world.
If you will come to Christ, all will be well with you here and hereafter. Then,
there is the welcome that others have found in the Lord Jesus Christ. He has made
then the children of God. He has showered them with the superabundance of Eis
mereies. I have never seen & Christian who wes serry for heving accepbted Christ as
his or her personal Saviour. Finally, there is the mighty ples that these muchw
needed benefits can be obtained nowhere else in all thig wide world.

T heard the voice of Jesug say,
Behold I freely give ——

The Living Water ——— thirsty cne,
Stoop down., snd drink, and live;

I came to Jesus, and I drank
Of -that life-giving stream;

My thirst was gquenched, my soul revived,
And now I live in Him.M




