CHRIST'S FREEDOM

5If the Son therefore shall meke you free, ye shall be free indeed." Johm 8:36.

A desire to possess and enjoy freedom appears to be so universal that we may
regerd this desire as natural te man, as innate in him, There is something about
2 humen being that camses him to desire freedom. He dislikes restriections. He
wornld like to be free from them, snd to live as he pleases. But, i# that freedem?
It is & mistake to think that true freedom is gained when man is answerable te none
other. ' .

The histories of men, scciety, and civilization are all paris of ome long history of
effort and struggle after freedom.

1. Politieal Freedom.

Politieal slavery is a terrible evil, To live, to think, to speak, and to
act at the permission ¢f another is a terrible thing. '

If we could oell back the veterans of 1776 and egk them whet it cost o
estebiich this land of freedom, George Fachington would say, "Come with me
to Valley Forge. Behold, in the snow, the bleedy footprints of my seldiers.”

If the men of the Alamo were asked, "What did it cest to establish the Lone
Star Republic of Texas?" David Crockett would reply, "Come with me to the
Panersl pyre and behold the toreh applied to the bodies of 185 men that the
flame of liberty might be kindled in the hearts of sll true Texas "

One may go to the battlefields near Chattancoga, Tennessee, where the ground
was soeked with the blood of brothers, in order that we might have a greal
nation united in liberty, Justice, and freedom for all men, Our land had
te run red with bloed that we might have a united nation,

If the men of the first Workd War were called back from St. Mihiel and
Argonme Forest and asked what it cost to stand for democrsey in the world,
they would have to tell us that "Ir Flanders Fields the peppies grow, be-
neath the crosses, rovw on Tow."”

If we ask the men of ocur day what it cost %o stemd for freedom, they would
have to come back from Afyries, Titaly, Burope, Bataan, Corregider, Iwo Jima,
Yorea, yea, from arownd the emcirecling glebe, to picture te us the oceans
of blood poured embt for freedom.

2. BReligious Freedom.

Since pelitieal freedom costs blood, we would not expect religious freedeom
at any cheaper price. The Pilgrim fathers would tell us that it cests plood.
The twenty thousand vietims of St. Bartholemew's Dey, who were slain because
of their religious beliefs, are 2 silent witness o the cest of religious
freedom. The forty-tuc Baptist preachers who were whipped aad imprisoned

in the colony of Virginis between 1766 and 1778 bear testimony that bleod is
the price of freedom of worship. Heligious liberty is freedom to worship
God according to the dictetes of one's conscience, unhindered by civil or
seclesimstical avthority of any kind., And this freedom will have to be main-
tained at the price of bleod.
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3. Soul Freedom.

Political coercion nay imprison the body and inmtellsctual error may degrade
the mind, but the most abject and fatal bondage is that of the soul under the
dominion of Satan.

Since politicel and religious freedom were paid for at the ovrice of blood,
we would expect that soul freedom would come at even a greater cost, Christ
said, "If the Son shall meke you free, ye shall be free indeed.”

If we were to ask the early Apostles what soul liberty cost, they would
answer, "We cemmot tell you. Ve sew Jesus wipe His brow in Goethsemane and
 His handkerchief was red with blood.® If we asgked Mary what it cost, she
would ssy, "I stood by the cross and saw the blood drip from the wounds, but
I san't tell you vhet it cost.” If we were to ask God the Father what it
epst to free men from the shackles that bind his soul, He would answer, 'For
God so lovad the world, that He geve His only begotten Son, that whoscever
believeth in Fim should not perish, but have everlasting 1life." If Christ
were called on to tell ua the price of soul fresdom for man, He would vrefer
us te His cry from the.cross, "My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken Me?"

Christ Jests was a champibn of freedom. Fe enjoyed it Himself: Hs wanted
‘others to enjoy it, toe. Yet everywhere He turmed He found men who, in one
wey or amother, were enslaved. Somwelimes they realized i%; semetimes they
did net. :

Those to whom Christ was spesking in our text were, as a matier of fact, not
well prepared to receive His teaching on freedom. Nor should we be too
severe with them for that failure. We may fairly ask ourselves if we are
ready to lister to Him, snd respond accordingly. For if anmything is certain,
it is thet Christ's freedom is far different from the notioms that most of
us have. . '

Christ said, "Whosoever commitieth sin is the servamt of sin." So, the bon-
dage of sin is real. When idam fell and sin entered the world, emd death
by sin, bondage entered with it., The freedom of Eden's garden was destroyed
and man became & Sinmer by nabture and by practice. Sines "all have simned”,
they have beeome the "bond-servants of sin."™ How black is the pichure and
how gleomy the outlook; every child of Adam—-Jew er Gentile, cultured or
unculbured, rich or poor—-hss been or is a slave te sin.

I. The Character of Christ's Freedom.
There are some things thet you may guickly rule out.
1. It ie not exemption from suffering,

The common ills of life do not cease to prey upen us when we give our alle-
gianee to the Master, Christ Jesus. Even He, faultless as He was, was not

without paim.
2. It is not exemption from temptation.

Chrigt's liberty does not exempt from the fight with temptation. His oun life
and exsmple teach us that His freedom was not destroyed by Bls experience of
temptation, On the comirary, it was emlarged thereby.
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3. It is not a guarantee of thysical liberty.

To be sure, wherever in soeciety His will is done and His spirit prevails,
there men will not be coerced or emslaved or imprisoned. DBut that is the
picture of zm idenl order—an order of things that has never existed in this
warped world of simming humenity, nor does it exist.today.

Christ's freedom is something we can possess within, even when we are under
foree or pressurs frem without. Was Peter in prison Christ's free man? He
was., Were Paul and Silss in the Philippien dungeon Christ’s free men? They
were. They were far more free than the jsiler who fastened their aching
feot in the falling stocks. Were the countless gallant souls who have hidden
awsy in cabacombs,. who have been herded inte the srena to be devoured by
wild beasts, who have been fastened to the stake in order that their bedles
might be fed to the terturing flsmes--have these men and women kmown anything
that could possibly be called freedom? Thank God, there is such a thing as
liberty of the spirit, even where there is capitivity of the body! ‘

The Content ef Christ's Freedon.
1. Tt is deliverance from the bondage of the mind,

"And ye shall kmow the trutk, and the truth shall meke you free." The bon-
dage of the miné is the bondage of errer. Hew 1o get rid of thet Imprison-
ment is ome of life's most urgent problems.

2., It is deliverance from the béndage of the will. .

Merily, verily, I say unte you, Whosoever committeth sin is the servant of
sin." This world is tragieally full ef peovle who are breathing and walking
i11liustretions of the truth of this stetement. . You are free to sin if you
desirs, but you are nel free to esceps the comsequences. You ecomuit sin, and
pretty soon sin will cemmit you te its own prison houss. Our acts of wrong
so easily repeat themselves. Repested, they beeome habits. As habits they
beeome masters, and we beceme umwilling servante. We should be so thankful
that Christ delivers from the bondage of the will, _

"He breaks the power of camcelled sin,
He sets the prisener free;

His blocd can make the foulest clean,
His bleod avails for me.® ,

3+ It is deliverance from the 'boiﬁdage of the spirit.

The bondage of the mind is broken by the victory of truth over errer. The
bondage of the will is broken when Christ comes to us with God’s loving for-
giveness, Bub, in addition to that, there is a2 promised deliverance from
the bondage of the spirit, And by "spirit" is meant the desifes, drives,
and dispositions that lie back of the conduet. '

The Condition ef‘Ghrist‘s Freedom.

It is entirely possible te seek freedom in the wrong manmer. A very striking
example of this is the Prodigal Son. He desired freedom. He resclved to have
it and to emjoy it, but he determined to have it im his own way and sccording
to his own conception of it. To his father he said, "Give me the portion of
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goods thet falleth to me." In other words, said he, "Let me be free to do as I
please, to zo where I wish, and to use wh&t I have as I 1like." The result is well
known, Insbead of enja‘ying freedom, he had to endure the most complete and
degrading slavery.

Beware of falgse freedom. Every good thing is imiteted by Satan, who iz the master
counterfeiter, and henece, the word "liberty™ has been used for the very basest

of purposes, and men have misnemed the devil's offspring by this angelic title.
Cur text implies that there is a false liberty in the clause, "Ye shall be free
indeed..” There were some who professed to be free, but were not so.

How mey true fresdom be obtained? Resl freedom is based on truth and is imparted
through sonship. True freedom comes to us through the Son. Christ stands before
vou possessing perfeet freedom--freedom from ignorance, freedom from errer, free-
dom from prejundice, and freedom from sin., He claims the ability snd the prerega-
tive to make you free indeed. Perhaps you are aware of your need of freedom—
morel freedom, spiritual freesdom, freedom from a terturimg conseience, a terribie
capiivity of will, the guilt of sie befure God, and the power of sin within your=
self., Yom may have advanced from & mere consciousness of need teo an indeseriba-
ble lenging to be free from the pensliy and the power of sin, Who then can snap
these chains and preak these fetiers snd sel you free? Christ zlone is able to
break the pover of sin. He alone has found the answer acceplable to God and
adeguate for man's need. _ .

Christ is the great emancipator. His sim is to meke a1l men free. MHe provides
deliverance from past geilbt, exenerstion from the punishment of #in, liberty from
the fear of death, admission inte the family of God, the supply for our neetis $
the privilege of prayer, and the seeurity o His promises.

- "onece T was bound by sin's galling fetters,
Cheined 1ike a slave I strusgled in vaing
Bat I received a gloricus freedon
¥hen Jesus broke my fetters in twain.

Glorious freed.em, wonderful free&am,
He meore in chaing of sin I repime!
Jesug, the glorious Emancipeter,
Now and forever He shall be mine,”

Thank God, real freedom is possible., In His infinite mercy God has opened a wa y
by which it mey be received. "If the Son therefore shall make you free, ye shall
be free indeed.”

Christ gives freedom by giving Himself. He is forever free; and whers He is in-
vited to come, there liberty has its home and its hanpinesso The mighty Son of
God will take & sin-bound man by the hefd and lead him out inte the glorious
liberty of the chiidren of God.

While riding @ the driver's seat of a publie coach, Henry Drummond was working
with his msuel, prayerful skill to win the ceachman to Christ. The men's re-
luctance to accept Christ was due to his fear that a certain habit by which he
was bound wowld not be overcome.

"Suppose,? said Drumond, "that your horses ran away and you lost control of them
as they raced dm-m a steep hili, What would you do?" The men confessed that he



~5-
would be helpless. "But suppose,” Seid Druwmond, "that someone sat by your side

who was really stronger, and more skilled, than you are. What would you do?"

"1 should give him the reins,” cime the qulek reply of the coachman,

*0f course,” seid Drummond, "and your life has got but of control, It iz running
away with you. Jesus Christ, stronger tham you, because He is God, asks for the

reins of your life. Turn them over to Him." '

Thus Drumond gave to the ccachman the secret of a life made free, when he chal-
lenged him to turn over the reins of his life to the Lord Jesus Christ.



