THE MASTER AV 4 HARRIACE
John 2:1-11 '

"”5335?&@ #third day® may be pechoned From the departure of Chvigt

*3dei¥@ diseiples had tasken place, as ailed in the preceding
© ehapter. This would give one clear day between the leaving
(Jerdan by the Lord

that part of the Jordan disteiet where the calling of the

ol .' :
and His five diseciples, Jolm, Andrew, Potay,

. Philip and Fathaniel, and their arrivel st Cana of Galilse.
Hathaniel was a m&%i@ﬁ of thias %i&i&g@; which was about Five

- miles fros ¥asaveth, on the road to Tiberias. It is quite
o pyobable that our Lovd and the @ﬁ&&? disciples &@mww@&ﬁ&@ﬁ
 {%&$§&@3@3 ¢ his home thepre.

~§yw& regching their @&ﬁ&iﬁaﬁ&@ﬂ, %h%? found that s wed
feast had been in progress some time before thoey o
on the geene. In those days 1t was not ancommon for such
feativitias to last for an entire wesk. The sareigge coremonies
wers conductod with congideraeble pomp, and such feasting end
rejolcing were connacted with thes. marriaze Foant afferded
& time and place for gladnese, for smong the Jews @ﬁﬁﬁ &@ﬁ&&i@ﬁ@
wepe kopt wﬁ%ﬁ peculiay ?@ﬁ@i@iﬁgﬁs

ey A iﬁ-p@ﬁ&iﬁi@, and even probable, that one or the other eof Lhe
parties to be married was related to Hary, the mother of the Lepd
Jepus. She was present for the delightful vcoasion. Had she
pot been & relative or close friend,; it is doubtful if Hary

would have taken such z personal interest or so prouinent part

in the proceedings. A48 to the neme of either iLhe groom or the
%?ﬁé@ we ﬁ?& without information.

%@@%i& are fr&qa$ﬁ%3y kﬁﬁwm by ﬁh@ w»m@@ﬁi@ﬁ@ pf their mirthful
%@ﬁrﬁ. The guests whom they invite often reveal the character
of those deing the invitisg. Cheist was invited to thip wedding
because this couple felt that they could not be happy without
fidm. With gladness He &@@@@@@ﬁ their iﬁ%iﬁa@ﬁﬁﬂs

Throagh the ﬁ%ﬂ%ﬁﬁiﬁﬁ ﬂh@&@% hag aceepted %ﬁ@ &ﬁ?&@&@i@ﬁ@ that
were extended to Hism aud was present. ot only did they wanb
and invite Chrisgt, but they invited iis disciples also. This ip
s splendid illustration of the fact that if you love the lerd
you will love His followsrs slse.  Along wﬁ&% ¥im mobther and
Hle disciples,; Christ took His place st the marrlage in Cana of
taliles, thereby making the coccagion happy and coumplete. e
thiae recognized the social ovder;, gave the benediction of His
presence Lo the marriage %ﬁ@s amﬁ @aﬁ bﬁﬁ@@'ﬁpﬁﬁ %&?@i&ﬁ@s

It i always a good ﬁ%ﬁmg vihen Christ is & gﬁ@ﬁ% at a waﬁéiﬁ@.

4t this wedding the joy was incressed by lig presesce., Chyist
is never a joy-killer, but a joy-bringer. Where He is there ig
joy. Dr, Dinsdale Young wigely sald, "If you enter ca the
married state, be gure you call Jesus snd His diseiples o your
marrisge. 4 marriage without Jesus has an unprosperous outloohk.%
4 Chrigtless wedding is o fallure from the start. Pepple wlw
get married without the Hasbter are aehing for trouble. Chplst
is the best puest st any wedding, MHis presence will asecure peal
pood and waprd of{ every i1l ﬁ%ﬁi&% will be in atteandance if




w-ﬁ w

e ig dovited. le ﬁiway& é@iﬁg@%& to be with iils people and to
bieges thes, He | ngver boos knowo to deeciine a sincere fnviige
tion,; regardless of how poor or despised the groom or the beide
happenad to bes Wedding festivities should ﬁ&%@?ﬁ'h@'ﬁﬁ arranped
a8 Lo Hoours His presence and approbegiion.

Too often the pleasures of 1ife ave bereft @f’%&&i@‘%?ﬁ% valué
aﬁ& lasting patisfaction becsuse Cheist is pot invited to @ﬁ@ﬁ&
whan He ig present to shave in the joyful sccasions of
gziﬁg, nothing will mar the peal happiness of the participante. -
There pre other festive cccasions beside that of marriage, theres
Fore, lat us invite Christ to all of them. Why? Because the
: M W 5wl 56 able with Him than without
Jidm. X say this with the full keowledge that this ides is not
popular: Hany think it best vhen Chyriet is left out,; but they
are sadly anistaken. He pever kills fun, uniess it iﬁ the kind
thaet should be killed. €all Cheist in not @%Eﬁ on life's oub-
standing days, bub on every day.

& wedding took place in an oriental hose ?&@&wﬁiaﬁﬁ-@f bow
: it happened Lo be, the wewbers of Lhe houselold found ways
and m@aﬁﬁ of having the choicest wine., Let it be said heve that
in those days much of the wine was sot intoxdeatinge It was
served there just ss eoffee and tea are served here. Either From
the poverty of the ?a&ﬁiy, or because more gussts than had %@ﬂ@
anticipated had arrived, or from some other veason too unisg
¢ be spoecified,; esoough wine had not been provided for the @@ﬁ&&i&ﬂg
and the oxposure of that fact would have been g terrible ssbarrass-
ment to all concerned. Yhen Hary's sharp eves of love detected
that there was something asiss, she @vﬁwgtiy'tﬁrm@ﬁ te her Son

and said, "They do not have any W&ﬁ@q

.;.:

HBavy's words were certainly meant as an appeai L ﬁ@@ For h@i@
in the time of difficulity.  Enowing something of the powsr which
Be possessed, she fully expected Him to ﬁx%#ﬁiﬁﬁ it on this
particular cccasion by pvoviding a new supply of wine. Hep
mLotement, Yihey do not have any wine,” seems to suggest, "You
can a@ju@ﬁ that, anﬁ I gn sure you will do so.”

%w?¢xm§ té Hig mother, Cheist. &aﬁ%, a5, what &ava T @@ de
with thee?  Hine hour is not yet tond." Since Iis 1ife was
rogalated by the will of God, He 9@?&%@& to grant her reguest.
His firm bubt respectful geply indicated that He merely iﬁ%&ﬁﬁ@ﬁ
to check Mary's sager miety, Let ue siot Fall inte the comaon
ﬁﬁv@f~@f supposing that there wes aay lack of respeet for Hs
aabhar on the part of Christ,. IU was not that the Saviour resented
%&?ﬁ*ﬁ soliciting ¥e aid, but it wes & plain intimation that she
must allow Him to act ﬁﬁ ﬁﬁﬁ owe way. He simply sought to peming
her that His orders wire eome frou His hesvenly Father rather
than from His &&rﬁh@yfﬁaﬁﬁaﬁt He thuz made 4% clesr that His
sasabn of subjection (o Mary and Joseph was gver, His public
mi&&&%@y Bad begun; and she must net attempt to ddobate to Him.

Christ worked by Cod¥s cloek; conseguently, He newey Jdid aanything
before the appointed time. He was gbout to perform His first
recorded miravle, bot He wanted His mother and (he rest to know
that He would mot use lig sirasculous powers merely for theis
sdvanteage, but would gladly do o for the zlory of God.




Tonstead of taking §ffense &% His reply, Hary meekly asccepled
the lord¥y vebuke, recognized iiis right to act sz He gleased,
aubmitted te His will, ieft the matier entirely in He hands
and manifested hey implicit f&ﬁ%ﬁ in Him by turaing to the

- servantes and saying, "Whatscever He saith unto you, do it.®

in other words, "I 1€ avaﬁ if you do not gsee and undepgband
the reason fop dodng so." There i & very imporiant and woe-
‘fully neglected lesson here for each of us. Christ iz entitled
to gbsolute sbedience from all of us. 4And yob, we are &5 prone
to tPy to tell Him what te dol Our plain duly is to commit ouyw
way unto the Lowrd and then let Him supply our needs in fHis own
good time aud aanney.

dgencies give room for the dieplay of divine @&@@gﬁ@&.
ﬁu@ Eﬂp@ii@ﬁ sometines ran ghort, in order that we may reoalize
that L G ral blessings come from a divine hand., Heed often
tinks man to God, gnd supply liaks God to man. ¥Yhen Chrdet is
aeer, need is simply the forerunner of gladnese. 7The verge of
" want ﬁ@ sften where and vhen the @kﬁiﬁﬂﬂﬁ §1n ars of blessing
grow. Yo real need can distress ue long | 8
coBp ddfficulties can ever baffle Hiam,
"ﬁﬁﬁaﬁﬂﬁiﬁlﬁi His presence g,ﬁwéﬁﬁﬁaﬁ a&i nﬁw&&x.ww

Hote %&&& Mary ﬁﬁ?ﬁﬁ@ﬁlﬁh@ servants Lo obey ﬁ%ﬁiﬁ% ﬁi%aﬁaiﬁy
. pnd eoapletely. This obedience must be personal in nsture
- always, snd never by prozy. %Whether anybody else obeys ia &
oty you and I muet. Ve must ever be ready to carpy out e
ordars. 1t is the highest wisdos to yield an unhesitgbing
mngonditional obedience to Chriat. Sueh shedience will be for
f@%@ best interegl, &hiﬁi&g'ﬁaggiﬁﬁﬁﬁ aud ghbarnal @@&ﬁ%& TWhnte
: e saith unto you, de 4t.% Deaf%t talk about 1t, or 5
o gbout A, or By ate on the vesults. Waatever Christ o 5 g
. de it wﬁ%ﬁ&&ﬁ hesitation or reservabion. @ﬁ@v@ gam.ﬁﬁ B j&&tim
'1$§ahi@ eRCUEE for f@iﬁﬁ?ﬁ Lo é@ m%&ﬁ He anda

* Respoad to lils E@vw in the eanly W%? that love so @%&%iag aod 8
«%&vf domands. Copnlt yoursel? siterly and unreservedly to
Him, Pat vour iife at Hig 4 gals Yondey of wonders, Chyist
pan fake use of you and me. It is through o that He ls seeldsg
te work out His plerious purposes for the world. Cur snoondi-
ticnal bbodience to lim @i&i %@ Powar wiﬁiyg" -
- Chyiet alwmays looks to men and en Lo cowgporate %ﬁﬁh.ﬁi@‘&ﬁ
doing the things that peed to be dope., Do the sceasivs of Lhe
wedding feant, whon the supply ol wine wae %%uéﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ, ﬂ&@%@%
somaanded the %@@V%ﬁ%ﬁ to Fiil the large st arpoh ;
. water. I shedignce to fim "they filled thes up Lt
- wilth waters By His sdreculous powsr, Cheist @h&ﬁ@&é the w&%&r
into wine. Then He told the sevrvants to deaw out the wine fron
the contalnbre ﬁﬁﬁ.ﬁﬁk% it to the chaivean of the fTestivals, The
master of © ies was 20 astonished by the delightful flaver
af the wise that ho axa@gﬁﬁ.éﬁa sorvants with heeping {he best
uatil the lest, which was the réverse of the érdinary procedurs.
Thip fe an illustration of what cur lovd does often - e gives
His peopie the best last. Yhereas the siover gets Lhe best at
the bepinsing and afterwards that which is worse, for the Christian
the best is yet o be. *Tho path of the Just is as the $h§ﬁ§ﬁ@
‘iig%@ﬁ thit shineth mare and more unte the perfect ﬁﬁya
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If Christ says to you, Pill the waterpots with water,™ Fi11

- them “up to the brim.® Never cut down His oo andmenta, but -
marry them out to the fullest extent. %hen ¥ou are commanded
o believe on Him, believe on His "up bo the beodm,w you
ave told to leve Him, love Him "up to bhe brim,” When you are
Ccommanded Lo serve Him, serve Him "up to the brim.® iF gou
will surrender your all to Him, He will £i13 you "up to the
Bwdm,® and your cup of joy will overflow. How much sieres Cheins
ecould do with us snd through us if our hearts weve Filled Tap
to the brim” in cowplete surrender, deveted love, sacrificial
service and unfailing enthmainsnl ; - o

e those of you who are without eternal life, there are three
; that Christ would have you do: realize your lost condl
Haviour,. Ny ' N : . :

Pobert Coyle, & u
Lerritory, and for twenty-seven hours he drag
ing to got bhack to s own 11

ar of the Alr Foree, was shot down dn eneay
' il his bedy over
rough ground trying wess Fioully, he
was seen by some Flyers and wes rescued. Ne was brought to a
- Field hospital. He made no request for & dector, but dgan
asking ab once for a chaplain. Some monihs before the chaplain
had tried ¢o lead him to Chrdst, bub eould nst. The boy was
orngrossed in the world sad caved nothing for his salvation. The
chaplsin come to his side.  Poih of thes wary conscicus that the
time wee short, The seldfer becged the chaplain to explain te
him the way @?iﬁaiﬁﬁﬁiﬁﬁgl'ﬁ%'ﬁ@?ﬁfﬁ@iyJﬁﬁﬁ.ﬁiM§§§ as he oould,
the chaplais showed his the wey Lhrough the shed Llood of Jesus
Chrigt, and Cheist gs ong mibatitute For zins. The bey listensd
varefully., IR : -

ﬁ?ﬁé@-&fﬁﬁﬁié-%$ ﬁ§§£ﬁ *E.ﬁ#ﬁ%&ﬂﬁ_%wﬁﬁﬁywﬁ@?ﬁﬁwﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ %ﬁ'gﬁﬁ back
hoere 80 you oould tell me how to be saved.” Ie ascepied Christ
and peace ceme iste his heart. : : -

Pinally, ke said to Lhe ghaplain, *1 went you to sisg one of
the songe acther used (o sing out of the hymn bouk before tine
for claureh on Sundey movaing.” e mentioned the umme of the
mong; and the shaplain zan back to i oun i to geb s book
'wﬁﬁkuﬁﬁﬁﬁrﬁﬁﬁg‘ﬁﬂ ite  BHe %ﬁ$1%§@%'ﬁm‘&n§@WJ§$w$ﬁﬁg end began
winging to the boy. as ae started, the ssldier said, "Tas,
thatts the one,” and Che chaplain, & 7 the roughness of
his voice sang, Lo . - C

#ome ve sioners, pocr gpd nesdy,
Yook and wounded, sich sod % T
Jesus resdy stands to save vou,
Full of pity, leve, and power.
He ie abie, lp is able: .
e is willingy doubt no-

*Let nob vongciencs uake veu Rt
Hor of Fitness fondly drean; .
A11 the fitness Fe reguireth
Is o feel your need of Hims S
Thie He pives youye-This e gives yous
"Tie the Spiritis glismering beane
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ﬂﬁamﬁ:& and W@iﬁ joein in concert,
Simg the praisee of the Lenb,
‘%ﬁmfw the biiseful seals @f Hegven,
Buweatly eohe with His g
fiﬁiﬁ.ﬁjﬁﬁ Hallelujahl
f&maw heve my o i‘s%.e@

© %he chaplain thought for s moment that the ’i:;@ miﬁ@& sed aways
) @%@mhiﬁg was ﬁgm@%. Then o saw the boyis

lipe move, “and _
%1&%&‘ %’w «z hia say; ﬁé&ﬁ.&%ﬁﬂjaﬁﬁ mﬁaﬁ.&xﬁwﬁ ﬁm&m

nt of y@m@ sins and beliove an
and gonfess Him as wo sing.



