JCY THAT IS FULL

®*These things have I spoken unto you, that nmy joy might remain
in you, and that your joy aight be fulli.” Johm 15:11.

The note of Joy runs like a thread throughout the fabric of the
Bible. "Praise ye the Lordl" is om the lips of every saint fronm
Abraham to John the Baptist. Ia the great cathedral of the

Cospel narrative joy bella chime continually. In the book of

Acts and the Epistles the notes of joy rise clearly, jubilantly
and forcefully, Ffrom Matthew to Revelation the theme of triumphant
Christianity may be affirmed in the exclamatiocn, "0 be joyfultr

Joy bells rang at the birth of cur Lord. Christ was joyful. This
fact dJdoes not accord with the popular conception of Christ. An
immensurable injury has been done to our Lord by painters and
writers who have pdctured [Hm as being sorrowful always. I have
seen many paintings of Him in this and in other countries, but I
have never looked upon one which showed [lis countenance lighted
with joy. Yet, it isg ovident frem His own freguently repeated
testimony that there was in Illis heart a deep and abidiog joy.

He spoke with deep emotion of the joy which was His. Even though
the road which He trod was rugged and le was acquainted with grief,
nevertheless, Chirist was joyful.

First century Christians were a joyous company. Think of Paul and
Silas dn prisom at Philippd, fastened in the stocks and their backs
cut and bieeding, yet Jjoyfully singing hymns of praise, Think of
itt At the midnight hour the prisoners heard the two Christians
singing as their joy overflowed. All through the New Testament
this note of joy is sustained. Paul spoke of those whom he had

won to Christ as his joy. .

Ia the view of a good many people today religion is a kind of
necossary evil. Xt is like a fire escape, a way out of a difficulty.
In the thought of many, it is something to be avoided as long as
possible. Our Lord Himself was called "a man of sorrows,"™ and
such lle was. le spont most of ilis earthly life among people who
were troubled. Wherever He went, the sick, the halt, the lame,
the blind and the deaf congregated. People came to Hlim fer hely,
and He was the Helper of everyone. e was often found in the
house of mourning, and seldom in the house of joyand feasting.
But, it is also true that Christ was the happiest persca Who ever
lived. wWhile no one else ever fathomed such depths of sorrow
and shame, nobody ever climbed to such heights of joy as e did.

It is rather surprising that Christ Jesus spoke of lis joy in that
particular dark season through which !fe was ;msing., At that tize
His circumstances were most oppressive., Antagonisms were blasing
with fiercest enmity. Hatreds had deepened into the black passions
of the midnight. The deep shadow sif the croas was hanging like a
pall over everything. In a fow hours He would be hetrayed, then
transfixed and bleeding upon & rruel crossa, dydng in vhat seemed

to be shameful failure. Scon e would be plunged into 8 sea of
suffering the iike of which never engulfed another. Knowing all

of this, e had told lis little group of closer friends about it.
Yet, as Ile turned lis face toward Gethsemane, and knowingly entered
the darkness of that supreme sorrow, He apoke of His "joy." To

be speaking of joy in that umntterable agony was a most extraordinary
thing. Oh, this amazing, indestructible and victorious joy of
Christy
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Joy That Is Full Is Purposed.

A strildng purpose is expressed in these words, "These things
have I spoke unto you, that ay joy aight remain in you, and
that your joy might be full." The joy of Chrisgt within us is
a challenging thought. TYet, this isg iHis clearly expressed
murpege. llo wants [lis peoplo to be the rossessors and the
exhibitors of joy. A miserable Christisanity is a contradiction
in terms. Nany believe that Christianity and joy are incompatb-
ible, that wvhere the one is ;resent the other is absent. A
religion which wears grave-ciothes begs to be buried, and the
sooner the better. Christ came to bring and impart joy.

Let us never forget that true joy is inseparable from Christts
teaching. [He sald that lle had spoken these things in order
that we smight have joy. ®“These thipnga" cover the whole of

His teachings in the preceding verses of this chapter., In
verse eleven our Lord passed from sgeaking in that wondepful
metaphor of the vine and the bifanches to the jplain and un-
figurative language about the relationshiy of the discigles
with Himself. Christ intends that ilis followers, through
living according to His teaching, shall have the same kiad of
Jjoy which He possessed.

Joy That Is Full Is Possible.

It was even possiblie for our Lord when lle was sbhortly to go
cut into the most tragic experience through which He could
asg.

1. In what Christ's joy did not consist.

{1) Material possessions.
Christ was extremely poor. WYhen some approvached Him
with the thought of becoming lils disciples, He cautioned
them to count the ceost, saying, "The foxes have holes,
and the birds of the air have rests; but the Son of
man hath not where to lay His head® (Matthow 8§:20).
He did not have & house in which to live or a couch on
which to lay ilis head. "For ye know the grace of our
Lord Jesus Christ, that, though he was rich, yet for
your sakes he became poor, that ye through his poverty
night be rich™ (II Coringhians 8:9), From our lLord we
lparn that joy does not lie in the acquisition of pos-
seagions.

(2) Physical enjoyment.
There 1s scoe satilsfaction in having a comfortable place

in which to live, wholesome food and such comforts as
noderate means will psovide, DBut our Lord did not have
any of these, And yet, in spite of iz privations and
the discomforts to wixich He was exposed, our lord was
full of joy.
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(3) Iuman approbation,

There were times when some people sald, "He doeth all
things well.” There were times when they shouted,
®Hosannahil® Dut the same people who praised idm criod,
Plrucif{y lim? He is not fit to ldve."

2. In what ChristVYs joy did eonsist,

(1) A proper relationship to the Heavenly Father,

(

-

)

It was a relationship of love and fellowship which was
never broken. %o have a glimpse of this when in His
boyhood lle said, "Wist ye not that Y must be about my
Father's business?™ We have proof of it in the voice
from heaven at lis baptism, "This is my Deloved son, in
whoo I am well pleased.” Repeatedly ile spoke of His
Father as ome Who was always near to Him.

Christ came to do the will of Hig loving Father, He
gald, ®I came not to do my oun will, but the will of
him that sent me." ™My nest is to do the will of hin
that sent me, and to finish his work. Christ Lnew the
Joy of perfect obedience to the Father's will., He said,
¥And he that sent me is with me: the Father hath not
left me alone; for I do always those things that please
him" (John 8:129), with delight in the actual doing of
the will of God, Christ said, "His commandments are not
grevous and in the keeping of them thepe is great reward.?
True Christian joy comes through seif-surrender to God
and submission to His blessed will. There can never be
any true joy in your life until you have learned to say,
"Thy will, O God, be done."™ You cannot be full of joy
if you are out of harmony with Cod.

A pedenptive mianistry for others.

With a sense of the imperativeness of such a ministry
Christ announced, "For the Son of man is come to seek
and to save that which was lost®™ (Luke 19:10),

His earthly life was one continucus act of unseifish
devotion to the welfare and happiness of others, Re-
flect on His mighty ministry to mankind; His giving
sight to the blind, hearing to the deaf’, speech to the
dunb, purity to the impure, and c¢leansing to the lepers.
However, the highest joy which He had was in Hs re-
demptive work which He wrought cut on the cross and
thereby brought about the reconciliation of man to

God. Hobody ever tock greater delight in rendering
real service to needy sinners than did Christ.

There is certainly a great joy in the relief of suffering,
whether it be physical, mental or spirftual. There are
Christians who do no® realize how much they are loasing

by the selfishness which they permit to lurk in their
hearts. If, instead of thinking so muchk about them-
aelves and live for Christ and others, they would find
themselves in an entirely new world. Next to the Joy

of fellowship with [lis Father,nay, ingeparable from it,
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was the joy of telling men who were bound in the
fotters and miscries of ain where to find deliverance
and the Jjoy of showing weary hearts the way to rest.

The joy of rulieving pain and suffering was deep and
satisfying to Christ, Although lis healing ministry
was wonderful, His bigpest joy was in s redemitive
work through which people were reconciled to Cod.
Chrigtians today may have the incomparable joy of
leading lost sculs to Christ. Though many do not
believe it, the secret of joy is in putting Cod fivst,
others second and self lagt. Most people think that
Joy comes by the reverse opder, self first, others
second and God last, It is this mistake which lies
behind the worshipy cof wealth, the passion for powver
and the pursuit of pleasure. Our lord will naover
iapart His joy to a heart living for selfish ends or
beding at variance with the will of God. As wo walk

in glad obedience to lis will and in unselfish love
towards others, He flcouds our hearts with His own
wondertul joy. %hus our joy is made full. Since we
are not church mesbers merely to enjoy Christian fellow-
ship, to listen to inspiring singing or eloquent preach-
ing, iet us realize that there is no joy to be compared
with that which issues from being co-laborers with
Christ in the redemption of mankind from the bondage of
sin.

Christ wunts us to have joy, real joy. He wants our
Joy to be full, e wants this joy to overflow our
souls. Henceforth let us be so closely and constantly
united to Christ by cbedient faith that lils joy may
remain in us and that our joy may be fulll May our
30y becomie sweeter, deeper, richor and fuller as we
di'aw nearer that promised consummation when we shall
see cur biessed Lord face to face and become perfect
in His likemesal! We may rest assured that the joy
which Christ would have us possess to the fullest is
that of sonship in Codts family, doing His will through-
out our iilvea and being co-workers in bringing others
into 2 saving knowledge of Him,



