H. C. CHILES

THE SECURITY OF THE BELIEVER

#My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me: And T give
unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish, neither shall any
man pluck them out of my hand. My Father, which gave them me, is greater.
than all; and no man is able to pluck them out of my Father's hand.®

John 106:27-29.

This doctrine is not based on homan wisdom but on the Word of Ged. If
there is anything on which the Word of God is clear, it is the teaching
that salvation is eternal. What are seme of the reasons why a saved
person will net be lost? o -

I. BHe Cannct Be Unbeorn.

Salvation is likened to a birth. "Which were bora, not of bloed, meor

of the will of the flésh, nor of the will of man, but of God%® (John 1:13).
"Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto thee,
Excep® a man be bora again, he cannot see the kingdom of God® {John 3:3).

Birth is an accomplished fact. Nothing can undo it. When one has
been born, he cannot be uwborn. There is no way of altering the fact
of birth. Onceé a child is bBorn in your family, he is always your
child. Children do not stay in a family by virtue of their goodness
but because of their birth.” A child miy become wayward, bring reproach
upon the name of the father, and grieve his parents deeply, but there
isn't any power in this universe that can change the fact that he is
their child. That which has been born can never be unborn. The
relationship of parents and a child cannot be ended. Relatiecaship

is established by birth.

As in the first or physical birth we become partakers of human nature,
soin the second or spiritual birth we become partakeérs of the divine
nature. We receive the nature of our parents whem we are bornm physically,
and we receive the nature of CGod when we aré borm spiritually. One '
is born into the Ffamily of God. Whén one becomes a child of God, that

is ae much of a reality as when he was born the son of his parents.

When one is born Zgain or saved, he enters inte a permanént relatiomship
with God. That relationship does not change. His fellowship does
change, but his relationship does not.

Many people are confused simply because they fail to distinguish
between relationship and fellowship. We may break fellowship with
our earthly father or with our heavenly Father, but we cannol break
the relationship with eéither. A Christian may lose sweet fellowship
with the Heavenly Father on account of his sins, but he does not lose
the relationship brought about by the spiritual birth. He is still
God'ts child. A child of God cén no more be unborn than a child of

a physical birth. Nothing that we or anyone else may do can sever
the ties of relatiomship. Sinece that which has been born can never
be uhborn, everyone who has beén born spiritually is saved forever:
If it were pessible for a person to be lost after being born again,
which it is not, there would never be any meore hope for such a one
because there is no third birth, : 4
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To say that a saved person can be lost is to teach that which is
contrary teo nature, namely, that a child may be unbern. Once a child
is bern to you, he will always be your child. For his waywardness
yor may disown him, but he is still your child, and that is true
alsoc in the spiritual realm. Every believer is & child of God by the
new birth. "Which weie born of God®” {Johm 1:13}. The believer may
be wayward and dishonor his Fatherts name,; but he still remains God's
child.

II. He Has Been Sealed By The Holy Spirit.

2In whom alse after that ye believed, ye were sealed with that

holy Spirit of promise" (Ephesians 1:13}). A seal is a stamp of
validity. It indicates a finished transaction, as whefi a notary
public stamps a document with a seal. It authenticates something
as genuine, &s when the seal of an edncational institution is stamped
on a diploma. A seal is also a mark of ownership. Furthermore,

it is a sign of protection, Ged shuts us up in Christ and the Hely
Spirit seals us there, What a wonderful position in which te be!
That position is as secure as Christ Himself. The believer cannot
be molested until Christ is deposed. A seal is a guarantee of safe
delivery.

‘The believer in Christ is not going to be sealed when he gets to
heaven, but he is sealed now, while he lives here in this world.

How leong is he sealed in Christ? Until he commits a sin? Nol

He is sealed for a definite time--unto the day of redemption or the
resurrection, ®And grieve not the Holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are
sealed unto the day of redemption® (Ephesians 4:30). Be assured that
no one can break that seal. Our safe arrival om the day of the
redemption of the purchased possession has been committed to the Hely
Spirit.

- III. He Cannot Be.Separated From The Love Of God Im Christ.

"Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? shall tribulation,

or distress, or persecution, or famineé, or nakedness; or peril, or
sword? As it is written, For thy sake we are killed all the day

long; we are accounted as sheep for the slaughter. Nay, in all these
things we are more than conguerors through him that loved us. For

I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principali-
ties, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come, Nor height,

nor depth, ner any other creature, shall be able to separate ns from

the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord” (Romans 8:35~39).

No creature in heaven, on earth or in hell can take a child of God
away from Him and send it to hell. Satan cannot do it. %For sin
shall not have dominien over you: for ye are not under the law, but
under grace® (Romans 6:14). The world canmnot do it., "For whatsoever
is born of God overcometh the world: and this is the victory that
overcometh the world, evem our faith" (I Jehn 5:4). Nothing can
separate us from the love of God, HNeither death ner 1life shall do
it., Can you think of anything that is net imcluded in death er in
life? Neither anything present nor something in the future can do
it. Nething in the height, all the way up to heaven, nor in the
depth, all the way down to hell, can separate us from the love of Ged
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in Christ. HNothing has been credted that can ever separate us from
the love of G@d_yhich_is in Christ Jesus our Lord.

He Is Kept By The Power O0f God.

A believer in Christ is safe because he is kept by God's power and

not by his own. It is God's power and not man's that does the keeping.
It is not a guestion of our holding out for Ged is the One who does

the helding. If our salvation dependéd on our heolding out, then

it would be by works and not by grace. To say that a man will be .
gsaved or lost according te his manuner of life and conduct is to abandon
grace and attempt to make a saviour of works.

Our security, therefore, does not depend on ourselves, but on Him
Who is abundantly able to keep us and Who has pledged His grace and
power to that end.  If it depended on our poor human strength and
our feeble efforts, we should certainly fall, but since it depends
on Him, we are preserved by His power forever. God "forsaketh not
His saints: they are preserved forever® (Psalm 37:28). The believer
cannot take himself away from God, noér dees he have any desire to

do so. "Por the Lord will not cast off His people, neither will He
forsake Hig inheritancet® (Psalm 94:14}).

When we accept Christ as our Saviour, we put our souls into the safety
depesit box of God, and nc thief ef time or hell can get it out of

His keeping. When one commits the keeping of his soul to Ged,
responsibility for its safely passes from that omne to Ged. HMeoney
deposited in a bank is as safe as the vanlt and the financial strength
of the bank can make it. In like manner, the soul that is committed
to the Lord is as safe as the omnipotent pewer of God can make it.
"Who are kept by the power of God through faith unto salvation ready
to be revealed in the last time® (I Peter 1:5).

If a believer in Christ is kéept by the power of God, then he cannot
be lost until the power of God fails. If one of the childrem of God
ig ever lost it will have to be because His power is not sufficient
to keep him. If God cannot keep one whom He has saved, it is because
there is someone else gtronger than He. If He is net able to keep

a soul, He certainly is not able to save it.

Until the devil has mere power than God, he cannot take from Him a
single one of His children. To say that a saved persen can be lost-
is simply to assert that the devil has more power than Ged. Surely,
youn would not say that the devil has more power to destroy than God
has to save. That is certainly not true of the God Whom I know, love,
worship and serve. God¥s children are kept by His power. Wer I
know whom I have believed, and am persuaded that he is able teo keep
that which I have committed unto him against that day® (ITI Timethy 1:12).

Never say that after God saves a soul He does not have the power to
keep it.

He Possesses Fternal Life.

Salvation is not something that we get and keep provided we do this
or that, or on the conditien that we live up to a certain standard.
God does net say, "I will save you and keep you saved if you live
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just right.® Salvation is a work of Gedfs grace dome once, which
cannot be undone, and never to be done over. "Whatsoever God doeth,
it shall be fereveP“H(Ecclesiastesr3;14}._7_

Throughout the New Testament we are proumised everlasting or eternal
life on the ground of our faith in Christ, "erily, verily, I say
unto your, He that believeth on me hath everlasting life” {(John 6:47).
This everlasting life does nast begin when we die, but the very instant
we trust Jesus as our Savicur. WFor the wages of sin is death; but
the gift of Ced is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord®

(Romans 6:23). "He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life:
and he that believeth not the Son shall not see life; but the wrath
of God abideth om him® (John' 3:36). "Verily, verily, I say unto

you, He that heareth my word, and believeth on him that sént me,

hath everlasting life, and shall not come into coandemnation; but is
passed from death unto 1ife" {(John 5:24). "These things have I written
unte you that believe on the name of the Sen of God; that ye may know
that ye have etermal life, and that yeé may believe on the name of the
Sen of God¥ (I John 5:13)., WAnd I give untce them eternal life; and
they shall never perish?® (Jehn 10:28}.

God?'s Word does not say that the believer ian Christ will get eternal
life in the future or after death but that he has it now. It is not

a matter of being faithful te¢ the end and then receiving eternal

Iife. A child of God is a present possessor of eternal life, The
guality of salvation is everlasting life and the end of it is that

the believer "shall not come inte coendemmation.? If eternal life is

& present possessien, as God's Word plainly tells us at least forty-
three times, then it will never end. If salvatien could be lest, it
could net be eternal. Suppese that ten years after yvou got everlasting
1ife you should lose it. Thern that could not be everlastimg or -
eternal life becanse it only lasted tem vears. If it is eternal,

it will never end. Eternal simply expresses endless duration. When
applied to the unsaved, our Lord said, "And these shall go away into
everlasting punishment.” Dees that mean that they will be punished

for a little while and then get out? You would say, "No, that means
they will be punishéd and will suffer eternally.® Well, Weternal®

-or Yeverlasting® deces not mean ¢one thing when applied to the unsaved
and something else when i is applied te the saved. Unless a person
has an eternal salvatiom he does not have any. Just accept the word

of the Saviour when He says, "He that believeth on the Som hath everlasting
life." ®He that heareth my word, and believeth 6n him that sent me,
hath everlasting life, and shall not come into condemnation.® %And

I give unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish.” Regardless
of what you may say to the contrary, Christ said, ®They shall never
perish.® ' ‘

Some argue that such teaching as this tends to make people careless
about their manner of life. Can it be that the better God is te His
people the meaner they are toward Him? This is unthinkable. Moreover,
observation will prove that those who deny the fact of the security

of the beéeliever do not live anmy better than those who accept it and
teach it,
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I know that I am the son of my father and mother. I will always be
their son. No power can change that relationship. Does the knowledge
of this truoth caunse me to decide to ge out aid dishonor them? Certainly
not. Neither doés the fact that I am God's chil&'and'wili'always be
so make me sin more. Instead, it makes me want to serve Him better.
To know that I am saved forever is the moest strengthening and encouraging
knowledge in the wnrid.

Some say that it does not matter how a Chiistian lives if there is

no danger of him losing his soul. How foolish and shortsighted that
statement is] Would you say to my daughter that it does not matter
how she lives since her position as my daughter is secure? It is

truie that she is my damghter; she will always be, and nobedy in

heaven or on earth can ahange that; but she could lose the sweel
fellowship with her father, crush al“ his pride in her and lose the
happiness which she how has. "Se it is with God's children. Sin breaks
the communion with the Father, takes away the joy of salvation and
deprives him of the reward he might have.

Realization of this gloricus truth of the security of the believer
brings one in humility before God, increases his desire to live a
pure life and te render obedient service. It also brightems his
hope, strengthens his faith and guickens his zeal.

If T should tell you that a saved person could be lost, I would:

1. Belittle Christ. ' ' '
I would impugn the perfection of the sacrifice of Christ. It would
be reducing the sacrifice of Christ practically to the level of
the offerings of bnlls and goats in the 0ld Testament dispensation.
It would be a practical denial of the finished work of Christ.
These who believe that a saved person can be lest frust in themselves
rather than entirely in Christ. They serve from the slavish
motive of the fear of hell and hope by their woerks teo help
Christ save and keep them saved.

2, Exalt the devil. - '
- If the devil caan get one of God'!s chlidrea, he can get all of
them, If he does not get them all, then these who get to heaven
will be saved by the mercy of the devil and mnot by the grace of

Godor

3. Say that the divine nature will go to hell.
Children of God are partakers of the divine nature, If one of
them should go to hell, then the divine nature wonld go there too.

4. Contradict the Word of God.
Y will never say He is a liar.



