THE PASSION (SUFFBEHING) OF CHRIST
' John 18 - 20

When our Lord finished His prsyer, He led His disciples out of Jerusalem through the
eastern gate, descended the slope to the brook Kedron, crossed it, snd sscended the
mountsin o = garden czlled Gebthsemane. On meny ocessions, they had gone to thed
garden for pesce, quietude, and prayvar.

I. The Bebraysl Of Christ. John 18:3-11.

Erowlng that it was the habit of the Savicur to . go tc Gethsemane for preyver and
meditation, Judss declded that it would be essisr to sngineer His srrest there thsn
elsewhere. He secured s band of itemple police »nd Romsn scldiers and went there %o
find Hin.

Instead of hiding, when they arrived, Christ stepped out znd greeted them with the
guestion, "Whom seek yo? They snswered him, Jesus of Nazareth. Jesus saith wntoe
them, I am he." Then Christ identified Himself, the armed soldiers stepped backwards
so quickly thet they tripped snd fell to the ground. Due to their hesitstion to ar-
regt Him, Christ again offered Himself tc them, but rsquesited thot His disciples be
given Iiberty. He did nol wanit Lo endsnger them becsuse of what wes happening to Him.

when Peter saw the officers move forward to fske Christ, he drew his sword and si-
tempted to cut off the hend of Malchus, s servant of the high priest. HMalchus dodged
go successfully that the sword only cub off his right esr. Christ rebuked Peter and
told him to put up his sword, sssuring him thet Hs did nobt need his protecticn from
His ensmiss,

II. The Arvest Of Christ. Jobn 18:12.

Inzsmuch ss Christ surrendered without s struggle, His arrest wms somewhsl of a2a
anbi-climsx for the armed soldisrs.

IIT. The Trizls OFf Christ. John 18:12 - 19;15.
1. The Ecclesiasticsl, or Jewish Trisl. John 18:12-27.
{1} Befgre Amnzs. Johm 182131k, 19-23.

Annag, whe hed been high priest from A.D. & to 15, wss 5511l the power behind
the throne in Jerusslem. Four of his sons had also held ths high priesthood,
and Caiaphas, who was then the high priest, was his son~in-law. The family of
Annas was immensely wich, s2nd one by one they hod Inbrigued and bribed their
way into office. When Christ clesnsed the Temple of those who sold sudmsls
and doves for the sacyifices, the income of Aanss was greatly diminished
thereby. With Annss glosbing over his opporiunily to get revenge, the
exeminetion bhefors him was a2 mockery of Justice.

{2} Before Coisphas. John 18:2h.

When he wes unable to get any information from Christ, which would enable him
to =ccomplish his purposss, Annszs sent Him on to Caiasphss.

{3} Peter's denisls of Christ. John 18:15-13, 25~-27.

g His ceptors led Christ to the palsce of the high priest, Peter followsd Him
imidly in the resr. Johm entersd the pslzce with the others, bub Peter

rined on the ouvside. Because of his influsnce with the pertress, John
obtsined sdmission for Simon Peter into the courtysrd.
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Ledt %o shift for himself, Peter stealthily weslked over to the cenler of the
court where the fire was burning. Around this fire were the servants of the
household and the seldiers. They were lavghing and jesting ss they wormed
themselves. Along with them Peter stoed and warmed himself, then sat down to
see and Lo hear, 2t the same time hoping to escape notice. So there he wes in
= place of compromise 1like many modern Chrisiisns who mingle with the enemies
of Chriet snd seek te hide their idembtiiy. Such 2 place is 2iweys one of peril.

Meanvhile, the portress wetched him »s he sat there warming himself, with the
light of the fire shining in kis face. OGazing intently =t him, and concluding
that he wms one of the disciples, she asked Peter if he waw not z follower of
Christ, whereupon he cenied that he was. VWhen others Joined in identifying him
25 & follower of Chrisi, Peter agsin denied thot he wos one of His disciples.
That is one of the troubles sbout lying: one lie calls for asnother to cover up
the first one. Peler had been recognized as a follower of Jesus Christ, the
very thing he had tried to aveid, snd the fact of his recognition had led him
to deny twice thal he hzd sny knowledge of the Saviowr.

Among the ceuses of Simon Peler's fall were self-confidence, bBlindness to
danger, neglect of communion with Christ, bad nsssocistes, and lack of coursge.
Being afraid of criticism, he followed the psth of lsast resistsnce and did
thrt which he thought was easiest ot that time.

Whnen he realized that he had made z terrible mistake, Peter was sorry for his
gin, =nd wept bitter tesrs of repentaznce. After his repentance, he was trans-
formed into @=n humble, compsssionste, zezlous snd coursgeocus servant of God.

Civil, or Romsn Trisl. John 18:28 ~ 19:1€.
The first phase. John 18:28-32.
&+ The precurstor.

Pontiuve Pilate was appointed procurstor or governer of Judes by the emperor
Tiberius in 26 A.D. Of 211 the subjects of Rome, the Jews were the most
difficuelt to govern. To them Pilste wes o losthsome stranger snd detested
barbarisn. Pilate wss an mjust, corrupt, crusl snd merciless ruler. He
was g2 champion fence-sirsddler. He knew what he ought to do, bubt he wzs too
cowardly to de it. He wanited to satisfy both the enemies and friendg of
Christ by adopbing what is sometimes called a Ymiddle-of-the-roa=d" policy.

b. The procedure.

Pilste condescended to go oul into the open court snd occupy the cheir 55
judge. Pilste honorsbly =sked, "What sccussbion bring ye sgainst this men?®
They refused to nsme the crime with which he wszs charged. Assuming on
injured sir, ond posing ns being inf»llible, they took the bold stand thet
they would not have brought Christ to Pilate if he had not been =n hsbitual
evildosr. Desirous of gelting this esse off his hasnds completely =mnd pro-
voked a% his zeccusers, who simply wanted him to szuthorize the kiiling ef
Christ, Pilate said, "Take ye him ond judge him asccording te your law,”
knowing full well that the Rommns had tzken from them the power to executbe
snyoody for sny crime.
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{2} The second phase. John 1B:33 - 19:6.

Pilate was wise enough to retire into his palace, where he knew the Jews would
not enter, for fesr of ceremonizl defilement, =nd te have Christ brought inte
his palsce %o avoid 2 public exsminstion. There, in sz privste Interview, he
asked Christ, "Art theu the King of the Jews?" Aware of Pilate's motive in
ssking the guesbtion, our Lord parried with snother, namely, "Ssyest thou this
thing of thyself, or did others tell it of me?"

Defiantly ond sarcasticslly Pilste asked, "Am I o Jew?® As if to say, "Since

I sm 2 Roman, Am I te know everything sbout the idess ond politics of the Jewsih
Confused =nd somewhat incensed st the whole procedure commected with the delivery
of Christ into his hands by the Jews, Pilabte ssked Him harshly, "What hast thou
done" to creste this situstion? In perfect polse Christ affirmed the fact of

His kingship. His znswer, "My kingdom is not of this world," convinced Pilate
thet he was desling with One ¥ho wss more thsn an eorthly king.

Thorcughly convinced of the innocency of Christ and concluding thot Christ was
only =n harmless enthusiast, and not 2 rival of Caesar, Pilate returned to the
multitude =nd snnounced that the Accused was not gullty., His verdict, "I find
ne frult in him," wet with howls of rage.

3411l trying to get cut of his predicament, Pilate ordered the Loxd Jesus
scourged. When » person was scourgsd he wes tied te 2 whipplng-post in such
s way thst his back was fully exposed. The lash wes 2 long lesther thong,
studded »b intervals with pellets of lead znd sharp pieces of bone. It
literally tore = meonts back inte strips. Few remsined consciocus throughout
the ordesl; some died; mnd wmeny went raving med. The brubsl scourging wes =z
part of Satants plan te exhoust Jesus Christ before FHis reaching the cross.
Scourging was the utmost 1imlt of brutaiity. Thirty-nine stripes were the
1imit of the Romzn 1sw becsmse thst number brought = man to the very verge of
death. Christ had His bsck 1aid open, perhaps the flesh hesnging in shreds
thereon. '

The soldiers then msde z erown of thorns s=nd put it on His herxd. Throwing =
purple robe sbout Him, they mockéd Him and slapped Him. Then Pilste led Him
out for the crowd to see. He reaffirmed Chrisit's innocence, and cried,
"Beheld the man! Instesd of Christt's appesrance incibing pity, the Jewish
rilers ecried, "Crucify him." Pilaste replied, "Take ye him, snd crucify him:
for I find no fsult in him." This was the prided Romon Justice ab ite worst.

{3) The third phase. John 19:7~12a.

Pilste was in o worse gusndary than before. Knowing that Christ was innocent,
Pilate did mot want to sentence him to death. Neither would he displease the
Jews by relessing Him. When he guesticned Christ sgain, he did not receive an
answer from him, =ad this irriteted Pilate. He said, "Knowest thou not that

I have power tec crucify thee, and have power to relesse thee?® Christ told him
that he could not do 28 he pleased with Him becsuse He was in the hands of His
Father. HNeither Pilate nor snyone else had any power except thalt which God
gave them. Pilate sctuslly wanted to relesse Christ, bub he waz too cowardly
to do se.

(b} The fourth phase. John 19:12b-16.

ilete "kept on seeking' to release the Lord Jesus, bul the Jews cried cutb
thst, if he did so, he wes not Ceessr's friend. This was zn implied threst
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to report Bc Caesar the evil deeds of Pilate. Im 2 final effort to relesse
the Lord Jesus, Pilate brought Him outside snd said o the Jews, "Behold your
king! ® Declaring thst they had no king except Cassar; the Jews cried outb
agein for his crucifixion. Pilste surrendered and turned Him over to the
detnil of soldiers tc carry out the sentence, snd they led Him asway.

IV. The Crucifixien OFf Christ. John 19:17-42.

i. The Cross. John 19:17-22.

The picture of Christ passing slong the most frequented streets of Jerusalem
carrying His cross, knowing that ere long He would be mailed o it, is a scene for
meditation reother thsn exposition. He did not bezr the cross very far until His
strength fsiled. Exhsusted from the tortures to which He had been subjected, the
Saviour stzggered under the weight of the heavy cross, and near the cily gate He
fell. The soldiers 1laid the ghastiy burden on the shoulder of Simon of Cyrens =nd
compelled him to carry it. In due time the procession sscended the skull-shaped
hill overleoking the city, which was the common executlion ground for felons znd
cutlaws.

(1)

(2}

2. The
(1)

The erucifixion. John 19:17-18.

The exscubtloners laid Christ on His back on the cross which was lying on the
ground. Then they drove the cruel spikes through the palms of His hands,
fastening them to the ends of the crosspiece, and they nailed His feet 1o the
upright piece., Half-way down the upright pisce was a2 peg, known =28 the seat,
which gave = degree of support to the body; otherwise the weight of the body
would hsve torn il from the eross. While Christ®s blood was flowing, 2 hole
wes prepared in the ground, the cross was lififed on end snd dropped inte the
hole with 2z thud, leaving Him to suffer s lingering snd painful desth zs the
blood dripped from His head, His hands, and His feed.

The Charge. John 19:19-22.

It was customsry to place =m inscripiion over the eross, sbtating the crime for
which the victim suffered. Pilate wrote the inscription which revesled the
reason for the desth of the Saviour. It was written in the three langusges
then in common ususge--Hebrew, the language of religion; Greek, the languasge
of culture; =nd Latin, the lsngunge of government. The charge wss written in
these three langusges, and placed asbove His hesd, so that 211 who passsed by
could read it for themselves. "And the writing was, Jesus of Hazareth the
King of the Jews.% Becsuse Pilate lzbelled the dying Savicur "the King of
the Jews," the Jews becazme furicus. They demsnded that he zlter what he had
written to the effect thst it was Christ's claim thst He wes Yithe King of the
Jews." Pilate refused to comply with their demand saying, "What I heve witten
I have written.® Thus he fastened upon the Jews the stigmz of crucifying
their King.

YHitnesses., John 15:23-27.
The Corrobor=tion. dJohn 19:23-2L.

Utterly insensitive to the fact thal they were doing so, the soldiers corroborated
the prophetic scriptures in detsil. Blindly ignorant of the countents of the

YWord of God, they were fulfilling them to the letter. According to the law

they could ¢laim the garmenbs which Christ wore. After dividing sll of them
except His sesmless robe, they proceeded tc gemble for it. *They parted my
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germents smong them, and cast lots upon my vesturse." Psalms 22:18. This is
sn illustration of how hard =nd czlilouns men mzy be in scheming ~nd aeting for
persongl gain under the very shadow of the cross.

{2) The Consolation. John 19:25-27.

The first word thst Christ spoke from the cross wss a prayer for His enemies:
"Father, forgive themi for they lknow not whet they do." The sscond word was
an answsr te prayer: ¥To-day shalt thou be with me in porodise.® This third
word was spoken to Mary, His mobther, snd to John, His beloved disciple: "Woman,
behold thy son! Then ssith he to the disciple, Behold thy motheri®

The pressnce of His wmother, slong with the other two Marys, Szlome, =nd John,
during theose horrible mockeries must have brought greast comfort to ths hesart
of Cprist. It required grest love and genuine coursge to stand there. At the
time of His grestest snguish, in an net of tender thoughifulness, Christ pro-
vided for His devobed and faithful mother the best of care in the home of one
whom He knew He could trust %o do his very best for her. VWhalt marvelous
compassion it was which led Him to forget Him own sufferings =nd to think of
the needs of His desr mother! '

Home is more than » place to live; it is 2 place in which we love snd are
loved. Christ kmew thet Mary would fesl mors szt home in the houss of John
thean snywhere else, and that John would understand her znd sympsthize with her
more thsn others would. John had the privilege of taking the place of his
Lord in the service of one whom Christ loved so dearly. There is never s day
in which we canumob represent our Lord, ond do something for Him by helping
gomebody whowm He lowves.

The fulwminstion. Jobn 19:28-30.

While hsnging on the cross in indescribable suffering, Christ said, "I thirst.®
This was the only cry of physical pain that wss ever hesrd from His lips, while on
the cross or elsehlere. Had He chosen bo exercise His power, He could have
satisfied Hiz need rexdiiy. at Christ never performed a mirscie for His own
corfort or for His cwn personal benefit. For hours He had gone without rest,
sleep, food and drink. He had been tortured wntil every drop of moisture had
been sapped from His fevered body. Every cell of His body crisd out for water.
Breathing wes becoming more ané mere difficult, =nd yet the Ssviour beore it all
without complaint. He endured the pezin for our benefit.

A great dramatist said, "The words of dying men enforce sttenmtion." How much more
the words of the dying God-Man! Christ uttered s sesz of truth in the drop of 2
gingle word, "tetelestsi," which is translated, "It is finished.® This is probably
the grestest and most momentbous word thst was ever spoken on esrth. We marvel ot
the richness of its mesning, and rejoice in iis message to our hearts. No other
person could have gaid "tetslestai® as Christ said i, He had lived a perfsct

znd complete 1ife in which there were no mistokes, no omissions, =nd no short-
comings. This was an exclamstion of suprems satisfaction. Over His teachings,

His life, =nd His works He had =z sweet =nd wonderful satisfaction. His suffsrings,
His 1ife, and His zbonement for our sins were {inished. His death was sacrificisl,
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gubstitubionsry, and sufflcient. The redempbive work of Chrisd sbands Timished.

The Requests. John 19:31-h2.

(1) The request of the Jews. John 19:31-37.



-6 -

Acecording to Jewish law 1% wss necessary to remove from sight, before sunset,
the bodies of exscuted criminsis. The enémies of Christ were the more esger
te obey this law becsuse of the szered chaorssier of the deoy which wes soon fo
begin. In order to hasten the death of the three suffersrys, permission was
received frowm Filate Lo have thelr legs broken. But when they come to Christ,
and saw that He was already dead, they did not bresk His legs. One of the
soldisrsg plerced His side with z spesar, and streightway;@here ceme oub blood
and water. /

{E)VThe reguest of Joseph of Arimethasa. Johm 19:38.

Joseph of Arimathsea, = men of position snd influwence, went to Pilabe and
reguested the body of Christ in order that he might bury the Saviour in his
own tomb.

V. The Burisl 0f Christ. John 19:38b-L2.

There were those who loved Him enough to remove the cruel nails from His tender hands,
wash the clotted bleod from His head, His hands, snd His feet, prepasre His body for
burizl, by wrepping it in 2 profusion of rich spices, =nd plsce it in the tomb of
Joseph of Arimsthzez. "He wis buried.t

Yi. The Resuxrection Of Chrisbt. dJohn 20:1-10.

from Fridey night wvntil Sundsy morning Christ¥s body lay in the tomb. E=zrly on
Sundzy worning the angels of the Lord came down, the soldiers f211 swey, the sesl

wag vroken snd the stone was rolled swsy from the enirasnce to the tomb. Christ srose
Irom the dead, lsid aside His grave clothes snd wslked out of the tomb, = living
Lord snd 2 living King, triwnphsnt cver death and the grave. By His resurreciion

He recovered His challenged rights, regrined His woning influence snd resumed His
mirsculous power.

Certain vwomen observed where Joseph snd Nicodemus hpd plsced the body of Christ in
the tomb, =nd then reburhed to their hemes and rested on the Sabbath. Before sunrise
on the morning after the Ssbbath, Mary Magdslene went to the tomb to znoint the body
of Christ 25 a token of her love for Him. Upon her srrival there she was =mmazed to
find thet the stone xsd been rolied awey from the entrance, and that the body of Him
Whom she sought was not there. She ran guickly to Peter snd John snd informed them
that the body of Christ was not in the sepulcher, hoping thet this disturbing news
would srouse their interest and efforts to locate it. Peter znd John ran hsstily to
the tomb. Being the younger, John oubtran Peter snd resched the tomb first, bubt his
reverence caused him to stop on the oubside, whereas Peter's impulsiveness and
verheps coursge caussed him %o rTush through the entrance. Then John feollowed him
ingide the tomb. Convinced thst His body was not in the tomb, they retumned %o
their homes.



