¥I am come that they might bave life, and that they might have it more abundantly." |
Jehn 10:18,

Christ repeatedly placed great emphasis upon 1ife, No statement that He mede is more
startling, revealing, or challenging then owr text when it is understood. Nothing is
more impressive than life. It is what all need and should want. Yet many are per-
plexed about life today. Many think they kngw what life is, and believe that they ean
iive without reference to Christ or to His way of life. But they have not mastered
the art of living.

From time to time in the course of His ministry our lord briefly, yet guite compre-
hensively, expresseé. His purpese in life. HNever more fully did He express His
mission than in the words of ewr text. He came to give men life of a more abundant
pature and measure than they had ever known. The expressior "more abundantly” means
more than is necessary, something that is superadded or extraordinsry. This verse
teaches us that the Master's desire te bless mankind knew no limits. He wanted men
not merely to live, bul to have life: not merely have & life, but to have an abun-
dant 1ife, The test is, Is my life enrichipg or not enriching the 1life of the

- world?" That is an important test for everything from creed to pleasure. We ought

I

to put that test to the whole range of human life and act1v1tyo

This extrszordinary life is the ideal ome. It is unigue and distinet in its erigin,
ite motives, its manifestations, and its mission., This life is in s class to itself.
In the brief sentence of our text Christ has given us in epitome His missien to this
earth. He came, lived, wrought, loved, and died that we might have this life,

The Abundent Iife Is Peerless.

Life is the most importamt sub;{eet bec&use it is fundemental to all else. To exist

is ome thing; to live is znother. Life is far more ‘than mere existence. An audi-
ence like this would have a wvariety of opinions as to what life iz and what 1ife means,
and yet all would agree on the love of life, the gmest ef I1ife, and the hope of life.
All eling to life with pathetie tenacity. This love of 1ife is perfect}.y natural ,
entirely legitimste, and divinely implanted in man, All of us are a2lke in owr desire
for life. Hmenly speaking, the greatest deprivation one can suffer is the loss of
life, A’eeve other things most people desire to live.

What, then, is 1ife? - It is easy to ask the questien, but rb is by no meazas eagy to

answer it. About all we can is to deseribe it. Sometimes adverse cirewmstanees
and bitter experiences raise -hhe guestion, "Is 1ife worth living?" But this is omly
a momentary question, significant of despair. Our usual atiitude toward life is that
of a tenscious clinging theretoc. We are constantly reechoing the ery of the dying
Queen, "A miliion of money for a moment of time," Then in Christ's coming we have
the divine estimate of the value of life., He came to bring life. Whatever else He
may have accomplished, that was His definite geal.  When He revealed the Father,
established the church, inspired His hegrers, and died on the-cress, He was firm in
th:.s purpose that we might have life,

He came that all of us might have abundant life, the life which 1ifts us above the
changes and cireumstances of this world. The life that Christ gives transfroms every-
thing, Paul said, PIf any man be in Christ he is a new ereature; old things are

passed away; behold all things are become new." OSome things sbout 1ife remsin the

same, such as the problems, the work, and the associates. Ard yet, everything is differ-
ent becamse of the change within. It is the creation of a new life with Christ im the
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ecenter, trensforming everything, It is life above and beyond time and semse. And it
mst be remembered slways that this life does nol emanale from blood, from the will
ef the flesh, or from the will of man. Neither does it spriamg from position, educa-
tion, or cmltnre. It is the result of spiritual regeneratmn, or & new creatian.

The Abundent Life Is Possible.

Christ did not come into this worl& to make money, or to seek pleasure, or to gain
power., He ceme te give the world a 1ife which it did not have. What He possessed in
Himself, He came to give to those who would believe on Him. He did not care for
pleasure , fame, honor, or wealth, but He gave Himself in loving and sacrifieial service,

Te a1l who trust Him, He gives life here and hereafter, Ie amplifles and dignifies
this present 1ife, He gives us a happlness bigger than things and stronger than eir-
cumstances, He not only came to give life, but to show men how to get the most out
of life. The sbumdant life begins when the curse of sin is removed. = Then, when one
is right in his relationships with Ged and wan, he will be right im his thouohts, his
motives, his ambitions, his aspiration, and his actions. _

'life may mot be all we had planned or all that we would like, but 1t will not be aull

and sordid if we are truly following Christ, He lived a full life. The range of His
interests was complete, embracing everything that concerned the life of man, The
abundant 1ife is not inherent in humen nature, acquired by humen means, or possible

to human strength, but it is found in Christ only. If we are to enjoy it Christ must
give it to us. To bring the sbundant life within our reach Christ came into this
world. In inspiration, in aims, and in results His mission wes divinely benevolent
and practiecally efficient. In Fim there is all-sufficiency to satisfy the daily needs,
and to sustain amid all the temptations and trials of this life, "Bul my Ged shall
supply all your need according to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus.," Christ lived
the abundant 1ife, taught it, sacrificed His own life to make it ours, invites us te

accept it, plesds with us to receive it and longs for us to enjoy it.

‘How can one lay hold of the life which Christ offers? The only way is to Teceive'it

s a gift. Christ offers Himself to us to be our constant friend and cempanion. As
we fellowship with Him, we are wonderfully blessed by His great presence and power,
He i1luminstes our minds with divine truth. He floods our souls with divine love. He
bends our wills until they are brought inte conformity with His will. Our lives are
g0 identified with His 1ife that we can say with Paul, "I live, yeit mot I, but Christ
liveth in me.”

Service results from the abumdant life. Christ came to serve and the obligation to
serve rests wpon every Christian, As a rule, the nemes that shine with wndimmed glory
on the pages of history, the names to whose memory we have erected imperishsble monu-
ments, the names we teach our children to honor end to revere are the nasmes of men

" and women who distinguished themselves in unstinted and unselfish service for mankind.

I1I.

The clarion call of these crucisl times is not for more culture, or more education, or
more. wealth, however desirable these may be, but rather for more true servants of
Christ. To those of you who possess this sbundant life, it has brmaght you opportuni~
ties and resmnsibilities unknown to the rest of our race.

The Abﬂaﬂant Iife Is Pref:.table.

Christ goes to the root of individual character, clesnses the soul, rescues from evil,

and enmobles all of life. In Christ we have one whom men may trust end love and serve.

He stands in the midst of this weary, sinful, hungry world ready to reconsirunet men's
whole view of things and to help him fulfill his proper destiny as a child of the Father
in heaven. He imparts to all whe a2ecept Him a2 power not their own, that works through
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them an overvwhelming sense of having life aburident. There is an overflow in the life
that Christ gives. It is life with a surples. It has peace and joy and power. Ii
is within reach of every child of God., Christ brings a new purpose into our lives,
giving to the common day and the humblest {ask a new significance,

The dying hour tests, as does no other hour, what Christ has done for man. ¥%hen all
human hands withdrsw and are utterly helpless, then Christ is able to strengthen and
to bless. An old preacher had reared a goed family of fine boys snd girls. He had
lived a 1ife of simple piety and unguestionable honesty. Death was approachinmg and
the family was called home. One of his sons had been honored with preminent posi-
tions. He approached the bedside of his father end said, "Father, there are two
things I knmow. If you will tell me another, these three will setile all the questions
of my soul." He sald, "What are they, my boy?" The son replied, "I know that you _
have beern an honest man and never deceived me in any matter. Seeond, I lmow thalt yom
have practiced the teaching of your Saviour as perfectly as it is possible to do en
this earth. Now, my question is this, Is this Saviour you have served all yeou heped
He would be in the dying hour? Has He both ir life and im death proved a reality to
you?" The father looked wp and a smile played over his face as tears ef joy trickled
down his weatherbeaten cheeks. "My bey," he said seremely, "I know Whom I have be-
Jieved and sm persuaded thait He is able to keep that which I have committed unto Him
against that day. Yes?i Jesus has been all I could ask for in 1ife, and He means more
than I could hope for in death. There is reality, my boy, in the Christian faith., 1
have lived a happy life. I am dying & triumphant death.®

Perha.ps some are wondering how to get the most out of life. If so, let me suggeat to
you that :

1. TYou accept Christ as your personal Savieur. S
Christ Jesus is not a Iwxury, but a fundemental and absalnte necessity. He is as
recessary to the soul as bread is to the bedy, light is to the eyes, a vath is
for the feet, and truth is for the mind. ¥e alone can give abundant, full, COom-
plete, and Uhelesome life. Accept Him, receive the sbundant life, catch His
spirit, keep step with Him as you merch through time, let Eis mind ‘be in you,
His metive inspire yeu, and His presence lead you. - =

2. You must have the right attitude toward 1ife.-
Attitude means o much, He gets most out of life vhose attltnde is that of appre-
ciation instead of eriticism. It is the difference between scenning verses for
their meter and listening to poetry for its inspiration and charm, It is the
difference between enalyzing the chemical properties of pigment and canvas and
looking enraptured upon a noble painting, It is the difference between weighing
out the lime, fat and sulphur of & humen bedy and enjoying a friend.

For critics one is made to. feel the most poigpant pity. Their lives are puckered,
sour, and unhappy. Where others smell the fragrance of roses, they feel only the
sting of thorns. Where the poat sees green pines and = rippled lake, ‘they notice
only the mesquitces and gnats. Where the artists behold God's hand upen the
western canvag at sunset-time, they perceive only the dying of another day. Ged
pity them! And God pity us if we belomg to their joyless order.

3. You mast open soul to the geod thimgs which 1ife has to give.
Mary people will not do that. They remsin satisfied with a bare mergin of life's
good things, like a hermit who exigts in his dark cave when the fresh and bright
world is waitinpg just outside; like a poer bird that stays in a tiny czge when an
open gate weleomes to the joys of liberty.
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A man took a2 trip by boat and during the whole journey lived abstemiously on cheese
and erackers. Bul, at the end of the irip he lesrred that the ticket he had
bought and paid for called for three meals a day at no extrs charge. There we are,
living on chsese and crackers when our tickets call for fine food. There is the
man without God and just to think of the availsble power which he refuses to appre-
pria‘be. He is tugzine at his bootsitraps, when nearty is a Fand from above wait-
ing to 1ift him wp. You canmot get the most out of life until you open 'your soul
te 21l the good thimgs which life hes to give. -

You must put the most inte life.

There are twe ways to get money ocut of a bank, One is te held up the bank and at
the point of & gun make your demends. The other way is to put money into it., The
more money you put in the bank the mere you can take out of it. Any farmer kmows
the only way ke car have greater and betier crops is to plant more seed, fertilize
the soil, and cultivate it better. A character in one of William Locke's novels
exclaims, "I would like to take life by the throat and choke something out of it."
But we know that life cannot be handled like that. One might as well talk about

dynamiting a garden to gel roses, or hacking a pismo with an axe to gel harmony,

or clubbing a friend to get love. Paul could pot have spoken more  truly if he had
been talking about this very thing when he said, "He that soweth sparingly shall .
reap also sparingly; and he which seweth benntii‘tally shall reap bountifully.”

There is one clsss of people you will never heasr whining about whether life is
worth livikg., They are the people who are saserifieially spending their Yives in
humen service., They sre too busy serving God and meeting the nesede of men to
ask the guestiom, "Is life worth living?" Can you imagine our lord welking in
and out of Fazareth and Capernawm and Jerusalem saying, "Is 1ife werth living?"
Can yot imsgine Paul on his missionary journeys saying, "Is life worth living?"
Can you imagine William Booth working in the slwms of london and s&ying, 1Ts 1ife
worth living?" It simply did not happen.

Your life willi be sour until you reach your grave unless you sweeten life for some-
ope else, If yom will sweectern life for others, it will become more worth living -
for you., The useless life is always umsatisfactory. Iisten to these twe con-
trasting appraisals of life. Ilord Byren, after years es‘:‘ self-indulgence, near the
end of his life wrote these 1ines.

"Hy days are in the yellow leaf,
The flower and fruits of life are gone
The wern, the ca.nker end the grief sre mine alone.”

Bow could anyone feel any sense af satisfaction with such a 1life? It would be
very strange if he did., But listen to these words of Adomiram Judsonm, spoken on
his deathbed, and while youw listen to them, de not forget that 1life of his which
was buried in suffering smongz the Burmese people:

"] suppose they think me an old msn and imagine it 1s nothing for one like me te
resign a life so full of trials, But I am not old--at least im that semse; you
know I am not. No! Ko man ever left the werld with more 1nw.t1ng prespects, with
brighter hopes, or warmer feelings."

Iisten to Christ Jesus, as He looks out upen spirituslly anaemic men and women,
subsisting on cheese and crackers, when rich life is inviting them to her banquet-
table. "I am come that they might have life, snd that they might have it more
abundantly."” Hungry souls, Fe will lead you inte thet rich life if you will let
Him,  He will lead you aright because He kmows the way.



