OUR SUFPREME TASK -

#Then gaid Jesus $0 them again, Peace be unto you: as my Father hath sent me, even $o0 -
send I you.% Johan 20:21.

Evangelism is the proclamation of the good news of God in Christ with a view to winning
others to faith in Him as their perscnal Saviour snd fidelity to Him es their Iord and
~Master. It is the primery function of a church and the first duty of every Christian.

The first busizess of every church and every Christian is tc win people to ths saving
knowledge of Christ and to service for Him. Sstan's supreme desire is tc prevent us from
verforming this glorious task of soul-winning.

I. The Meaning Explained.

Soul-winnine is that form of Chrisitian activity which exXpresses itsell in earnest
solicitation for the salvation of lost individuals. BSoul-winning is the most import-
ant work of the churches. Christ instituted the chureh fer the purpose of winning
the lost to a saving knowledge in Him. He sald plainly that His mission in the world
was “to seek and to save that which was lost." Qur Saviour had an unspeakable long-
ing for the salvation of the unsaved. He zls2 sald, P"As my Father hath sent me,

even 3o send I you." The true mission of each of Christ's churches has been and is
to win the lost to 2 saving knowledge in Him.

Soul-winning is:

1. A great task. _ , o
Hlaking men alive.? Teking men alive, or catching them for Christ, is an art,
It is the finest of the fine aris, In Christ was this art perfected. [t was
followed by His apestles, the church which Ee established, arnd brought to glori-
ens censummation in the life snd labers of the Apostle Paul. Every person is-
caught by Christ or Satan.

2. A great work. _
It is not a perfunciory underisking. It is seeking to get souls "Yadded to the
Lord." It is a great work because it brings the sinner into intimate, personsal,

living, eternal relationship to Christ.

3. A wize work. :
#He that winneth souls is wise." Another version has it, "He that is wise
winaneth souls.! The worldfs idea of wisdom end God's idez of wisdom are very
different. The worldis ides of wisdom is that of plessure, success in business
and making 2 fortune. Godis idea of wisdom is that of a2 winner of souvls deing
a work of permenent and eternsl value.

"4, A hard work.
It is noet an easy task; btut persistence will succeed.

5. An effective work. - _
Christ found it so, Seven of His apostles were won by individual work--Peter,
Andrew, James, John, Philip, Nathaniel, Matthew, and possibly others. The ecarly

- churech found it se. The rank and file did the work. They telked of what Christ
meent to them. They did not depend on the Apostles! sermons.

6. A Joyous work,
Rothing will bring greater joy t¢ 2 Christian than intrc&ucing a lest persoa %o
the Lord Jesus Christ. There are meny who would like to know Christ if only

someone would introduce them to Him.
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Since soul-wirming is the most importani work of Christians, it natwrally follews

that Satan will do 211 he can to get us sidetracked or satisfied with something elss.
The greatest sit-down strike in the world has been on the part of those irn our churches
who claim to be saved and yet have never made any personal effort to get others to
accept Christ as their Savieur, Illustrating this fact, Ir. W. W. Melton of Waco,
Texas, told the story of two men who were engaged in conversstion when he spproached,
The one who knsw Dr. Melton introduced him to the other and then remarked to the
preacher, "I want t¢ tell.you a Joke. This man and I have worked side by side for

. seven years. WNeither of us knew that the other was a Ghristian, and it turns out

we are both Baptist. Isnt't that funny?®

Dr. Melton seid, "o, it is not fumay. I would be ashamed to let people know that

I hed so little interest in the salvation of eothers." Here were two men working sids
by side for seven years, talking about everything under the sum, but having such
little concern about the souls of esch other that not once in seven years of daily
contact did one ask the ether whether he was saved or not.

Such indifference is the curse of the church. Parents live under the seme roef with
their children and anever once talk teo them about their souls. Neighbors live close
by and never discuss the mest importsnt guestion in the world. Vhat 2 shame that
these who are so0 close to us drift into hell with never = word from us about the dan-
gers that threaten them} Personal soul-winning ie the most effective way to reach
men., The passion for souls is vwhat counts. ¥o church cah live long without it. Xo
chureh will ever die that has it. '

Every Christiasn should work with all his might for the salvation of the lest. There
is somethine seriously wrong with any professed Christian who is not consiantly
working to get men to repent of 2in 2nd ito accept the Saviour. It may be one of the
fellawinge ' '

1. An unregenerate state.
The unsaved do not heve the inclination or the ability teo lead others to Christ.

2. A worldly life.
Those who are livimg disehedient lives are not initerested in winning souls to

Christ,

3. A laek of faith.
Some do not believe that they ean win souls to Christ end, therefore, never 24~

Ctempt it.

- By A dresd of criticisam.

Some never try to imtroduce & soml to Chrisi because they are afraid of what
others might think and say.

5. A fear of doing harm rather than good.
Femember that the duty is curs. So, let us perform that duty in the right spirit,

and the Lord will alwsys take care of the consegquences,

Soul-winning was the primary business of Christ. If we would be like Him,we must be
personzl soul~winners. How can any person be a followér of Christ who does not give
his or her 1ife to that which He gave His 1ife?

The Motives Enumerated.

1. The command from above.
Farewell imstructions always demand aittention. With iInfinite tenderness Christ
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gave His final command te His followers. He said, "Go ye into all the world,
and preach the gospel to evsry cresture.” %As the Father hath sent me, even
s0 send I you." Since He is our Master, He has the right to command, apd we
must not ignore His commsnd. It is serious business to disobey the command of
Christ. If we love Him, we shall strive esrnestly o obey Him and to please
Him.

As an incentive to sbey the commond of Christ we have His noble example. Christ
lived, suffered and disd to save the lost. To us He has said, "Come ye afier

me; and I will mske you to become fishers of men." %o be a Christian is to be

a follower of Christ. To be a follower of Christ is to heve the same purposs
in life that He had. "He came to seck and to save that which was lost.? Is it
your purpose to win lest souls to Him? If not, why do you call yourself a
follower of Christ? What is the response of your hesrt and 1ife to our Lordis
supreme command? '

The cry from beneath.

In Inke 16:19-28 Christ tells of the pitiful ery of a lost soul in Hades, reveal-
ing his egony snd plesding that someone go to warn his five brothers, #lest they
alss come into this plece of torment.¥ The soul that is spirituelly sensitive
hears the anguished wails ond pleading eries from the nethermest regions, "Chris-
tian, hurry to our relstives and friends still orn earth, hurry to your neighbors
and friends, hurry to lost soule everywhere, and warn them of the unspeskable
torments of hell and plesd with them to turn from sin to Christ spesdily, lest
death find them unprepared a2nd under the condemnation of a Just God.® Does the
cry from beneath cause your heart to burn and your lips te vibrate with the
precious story of redemption for sintls sad ceptives? "Plead with them earnestly,
plead with them gently, tell them of Jesus the mighty to save,®

The plea from withoutb.

At Troas Paul had a vision and heard a voice uttsr the ferveat plea, "Come over
end help us.? The multitndes of Macedonis dnd Burope, servanis of Satan and
without the Saviour, were in desperate plight and nesdsd thée help which Paul
could offer. How Paul labored, prayed and suffered to bring them into a saving
knowledge of Christ!l ZRedeemed hearts today shomld be stirred to similar en-
deavors by the dark and desperate need of multitudes all around uws without Christ
end without hope. All people need Christ.

The urge from within.

Our Lord's life was under the compulsion of 2 mighty compassion. We are told
repeatedly that He was moved with compassion, thai He yearned and wept over the
lest., Wherever He went He sew two things: ripe harvests and a2 scarciiy of labor-
ers. Does He not see the same things today? And surely the explanation for the
lack of laborers is to be Tound in the lack of love for Christ and for losi souls,
the lack of & great urege from within. Ged's Word denounces Christians vho are
lazy in the presence of great harvests which wail for wise and zesloms reapers.
¥He that sleepeth in harvest is a son that causeth shame," Proverbs 10:5. So
yield your life to Christ and be filled with the Holy Spirit to the extent that
you can know the reality of the experience of Paul, whe ssid, "The love of Christ
constraineth me,"



