- CAN A SAVED PEIRSON EVHER EBE LOST?

"My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, snd they Follow me: 4nd I give unto them eterral
life; and they shall never perish, neither shall any msn pluck them out of my hand. My
Father, which gave them me, is greater than s1l; and no man is able to pluck them out of my
Fatheris hand.? John 10:27-29.

Certain ideas have no connection with the doctrine of the security of the believer in Ghrlsto
¥e should recognize them. Among them are the fsllow1ng
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That every church member is saved. :

As & mefter of fact, many church members are not saved. No one has ever been soved by
church membershi A church is to point people to Christ, Who zlone casn save., A
church can ne more save g 8inful person then & hlghway gigr can framnsport you ic your
destination.

Thet every persor who i€ active in religious work shall be saved. Many of those who
engege in church work are not saved. Christ makes that quite clear in Hatthew 7:22-23.
WMany will say to me in thst day, Lord, Lord, have we not prorhesied in thy neme? and
in thy name have cast out devils? and in thy neme done meny wonderful works? And then
will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from me, ye thai work iniguity.®
He will not deny that in His nsme they have done many wondsrful werks, but He will de~
clare that He has not known thew as His people. He will nob say, "I used to know you,
ot you have forfeited my favor sndé I do not know you eny longer.® He will may, FI
never knew you.H?

Thet every perscn who wears the neme Christisn is saved.

Many profess to be Christians who do not know Jesus as Beviour. Meny who wear the
pgme Christisn are only superficisl professors.

Thet every Christian will not be tezmpted.

Evern the Lord Jesus Christ was tempbted. "rhen was Jesus led up of the Spirit into the
wilderness to be tempted of the devil.¥ Matthew 4:1.

Thet every Christian will not sin. :
Every child of fGod does gin, but that does not put hlm back in his legt condition. He
will certainly receive chastisement for his sin. The holy God will not condone or

palliste sin in His children. He will chastise His disobedient or wayward children like

& loving Fether, but Ee will not cast them off forever, ¥If his children forsske my
lew, and walk not in my judgments; If they breask my statutes, and keep net my commend-
ments; Then will I visit their itransgresgsions with the rod, and their iniguity with
stripes.? Psalm 89:30-32.

H1f we say that we have no sin, we deceive curselves, and the $ruth is not in us.¥

I Jehn 1:8. Then we are taught what to do with our sins, ¥If we confess our sins, he
is faithful and Jjust o forgive ve our sing, =znd to clesnse us from all unrightecus-
ness.* I John 1:9. WIf we say that we have noi sinned, we make him a2 11ar, and his
word i not in uws.% I John 1:10,

That the Christisn may not lose a reward. :

S8slvation is of grace, but rewards are for wcrks. Lack of works will mean the loss of

revards.
sre some of the reasons why a saved person can never be lost?

BHe cannot be unborn.

Salvetion is likened to a bzrth. tywhich were bora, not of bloed, nor of the will of

the flesh, nor of the will of men, but of God.® Jobhn 1:13. #Jesus answered snd ssid
unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, BExeepi 2 man be born again, he cannoi ses

the kingdom of God.® Johkn 3:3.

Birth is an sccomplished fact. Onece & child is born in vour femily he is aiways your
child. Children stay im = fanily, not by virtue of their goodness, but by viriue of
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$heir birth. A chiid cennct become unborn, and the relationship of & father and child
cennot be ended. When a child is born into this world it can never be unborn. There
is no way of altering the fact of birth. A child may becoms wayward, bring reproach
upon the nsme of the fathsr, and grieve him deeply, but there isn't any power in this
uvniverse that can change the fact that he is his child. That which has been created

cannot be uncreated.

As in the first, or physical, birth we become partakers of human nature, so in the
second, or spiritusl, birth we become pariekers of the divine najure. We receive the
nature of our parenite whesn we are born physically, anéd we receive the nature of God

when we are born spirituelly.

Relationship is established by birth. And the relationship of a father and child can~
not be ended. When one is born sgain or saved, he eniters ints & permanent relationship
with God, and it does not change, Onsfs fellowship changes, but his relationship does
not. Many people become confused right here by failling %o distinguish between rela~
tionship and fellowship. We may break fellowship with our earthly father or with ouxr
Heavenly Father, but we cannot break the relationship. A Christian may lose sweetl
fellowship with the Heavenly Father on account of his sins, but he does not lose the
relationship brought about by the spiristusl birth. Since thei which is born can never
be unborn, everyone who has been born spiritumally is saved forever., If it were possi~
ble for a person to be lost afier besing saved, which it is not, there would never be
any more hope for there is no third birth. '

HEe has been sealsd by the Heoly Spirit.

"in whem slso after that ye believed, yo were sealed with that holy Spirit of promise.®
Ephesisns 1:13. A seal is a stamp of validity. It indicates 2 finished transsciion,
es when s notary-public stempe 2 document with a seal. It authenticates something as
genuine, a5 when the seal of an seducational institution is stamped on s diplome. A
gseal is also a merk of ownership. Purthermore, it is a sign of protection. God shuis
us up in Christ and the Holy Spirit seals us there. Vhat a wonderful position in which
to bel That position is as secure as Christ Himself. The believer cammct be molested
until Christ is deposed. & seal is = guarantee of safe delivery.

The believer in Christ is noi gzoing %o be sealed when he gets o heaven, but he is

sealed now, while he lives here in this world. How long is he sealed in Christi? Until

he commits & sin? Hol He it sesled for & definite time--unic the dasy of redemption,
or the resurrection. PAnd grieve not the Holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are sealed
unto the day of redemption." HEphesians 4:306. Be assured that no ons can bresk that
sesl. Our safe arrivel on the day of the redempiion of the purchased possession has
been committed to the Holy Spirit.

He cammot be separsted frem the love of Qod in Christ. Romans 8:35-39. ¥o cresture in
heaven, on earth or in hsll can take & child of God eway from Him and send 1% %o hell.
Sstan can't do it. MFor sin shall not have deminion over you: for ye are not under
the law, but under grace.® FHomzns 6:14. The world can't do i%. #"For whatsosver is
born of God overcometh the worlid: and this is the victory that overcometh the world,
even our faith." I John 5:4. Nothing cen separate us from the love of God. Neither
death nor life shall do it. Can you think of anything that is not included in death
or in 1ife? Neither anything present nor something in the future can &o it. Nothing
in the hsight, all the way wup %o hesven, nor in the depth, sll the way down to hell,
can separate us from the love of God in Christ. Wothing has been created thet can sver
separate us from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.

He is kepi by the power of God.
I+ is not 2 guestion of our holding out, for God is the One Who does the holding. If
our salvation ¢epended on our holding out, then it woukhd be by works and not by grace.
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Our security, therefore, doss not depend on ocurselves, bui on Him ¥ho is abundantly
able 1o keep us, and Who hes pledged His grace and power to that end. If it depended
on our poor humen strength and our feeble efforts, we should certsinly £211, but since
it depends on Him, we are preserved by His power forever. God Yforsaketh not His
saints; they s2re preserved forever.¥ Psglm 37:28, The believer cannot take himself
sway from God, nor does he have any desire to do so. "For the Lord will not cast off
His people, neither will He forsske His inheritance.® Psalm 94:14,

V¥hen we accept Christ as our Saviour, we pub our souls into the safety deposit-box of
God, and no thief of time or hell can get it out of Hig keeping. When one commits the
keeping of his soul %o (od, responsidility for its safeby passes from that one o God.
Money deposited in a bank is ag safe as the veult and the finspcial strength of the
bank can meke it. In like menner, the soul that is commiited tothe Lord is zs safe as
the omnipotent power of $od can make it. W"Who are kept by the power of God through
feith unto salvation ready %o be revealed in the last time.® I Peter 1:5.

If & beligver in Chrisi is kept by the power of God, then he csnnot be lost until the
vover of God fails. If one of the children of God ig ever lost it will have to be be-
cause His power is not sufficient to keesp him. If God cannot keep one whom Hs has
saved, it is because there is someons else sironger than He., If Ee is not able to keep
& soul, Be certainly is not able to save it.

Satan has grest power. He exeris a powerful influence. He is certainly more powerful
than most people realize or are willing to admit.. Yet, with all of his power, he can~
not go soy farther than God permits him. God will never permii him to pass the sscred
precincts of His saving grace. Until the devil haes more power than God, he cannoi take
from Him a single one of His children. To say that & saved person can be lost iz simply
te sssert that the devil has more power than God. Surely, you would not say that the
devil has more power to destroy than God has to save. That is certainly net trus of the
God Whom I know, love, wership snd serve. God!s children are kept Uy His power. #For

I know whom I have believed, and szm persusded thst he is sble %0 keep that which I heve
committed untc him ageinst thet dey." I1I Timothy 1:1Z. Hever sey that sfter God saves
e soul He does not have the power toc keep it. Christ said, "My sheep hear my vcice,
and I know them, and they follow me: And I give vnitoc them eternal 1ife; and they shall
never perish, neither shell any men pluck them out of my hand. ¥y Father, which gave
them me, is grester than all; z2nd no man is able to pluck them out of my Fatheris hand."
John 10:27-29, ' '

He possesses eternsl life. .

Salvation 1e not something that we get and keep provided we do this or that, er orn the
condition that we live up to a certain standerd. God doss net say, "I will save you
and keep you saved if you live just right." Salvabion is 2 work of God's grzce done
once, which cannot be tndone, and never io be done over. "Whaitsosver God doeth, it
shall be forever." Tecclesisstes 3:1b4, :

Throughout the Yew Testement we sre promised overlasting or eternal 1ife on the grousd
ef our faith in Christ. ®Verily, verily, I say unto yow, He that belisveth on me hathk
sverlasting life." John 6:47. fThis everlesting life doss not begin when we die, but
the very instant we trust Jesug as our Saviour., UFor the wages of sin is death; but the
g£ift of God is eternsl 1ife through Jesus Christ our Lord." Romans 6:23. Y"He that be-
lieveth on the Son hath everlasting life; and he that belisveth not the Son shall not
see life; bubt the wrath of God sbideth on him." John 3:346. 'Verily, verily, I say
uwnte you, Ee that heareth my word, and belleveth on him that sent me, hath everlasting
iife, ond shall not come into condemnstion; btul is pessed from desath unto life.® John
5:24, *#These things have I written unto you that believe onm the name of the Som of God;
thet ye mey know thet ye have eternal life, and that ye may velieve on the pame of the
Son of God.! I Jobhn 5:13. PAnd I give unitc them eternal life; and they ehall never

perish.% John 10:28.
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Goa!s ¥ord deas not S8y that the helzeve* in. Chrzst wzl‘ get eternal lzfe in the
future, or after death, but that he has it now. It is not = matter of being Ffaithful
10 the end and then receiving eternal Iife., 4 ¢hild of 8od iz & present possessor of
eternal life. The auality of salvaition is everlaesting 1ife and the end of it is thet
the believer. "shall not come into condemnation.” If eternal 1ife is o present posses-
sion, as God's Word plainly tells us 2t lezst foriy-three times, thenm it will never
end, If salvation could be lost, it could not be sternsl. Suppose thai ten yesrs after
you got everlasting 1life you should lose it. Then thst could not be everlastine or
eternel life because it only lasted ten yeers. If it is eternal, it will never end.
Eternal simply expresses endless duration. VWhen applied to ithe uausaved, our Lord said,
YaAnd these shall go awsy into everlasting punishment.¥ TDoes thet mean that they will
be puinished for & littie while and then get out? You would say, "¥o, that mesns they
will be punished and will suffer eternsally.® Well, "eternal® or Weverlasting® does
not mean one thing when applisd to the unsesved and something else when it is zpplied

to the saved. Unless a persom hes sn eternal salvetion he does not have any. Just
accept the werd of the Saviowr when He says, "He thabt believeth on the Son hath ever-
lasting 1ife.? YHe that hesreth my word, and believeth op him thet sent me, hath
everissting 1life, &snd shall not come into condemmetion.® ¥#And I give unto them eiternesl
life; end they shsll never perish." Regerdlsss of what you may say to the ccntrary,
Lhrist said, "They shell never perish,t®

Some srgue thet such teaching as this tends jo meke people careless about their manner
of 1ife. Can it be that the better God is Ho His pecple the meaner they are toward
Him? Phis is unthinksble. Moregver, observation will prove that those who deny the
fact of the security of the believer do not live any betier than those vho accept it

and tszeh it.

I know that I am the son of my father and mother. I will always be their son. ¥o
power can change that relationship. . Does the krowledge of this truilh csuse me to de-
cide to go out and dishonor them? Ceritsinly not. Heither does the fect that I am
Godts child and will always be s0 meke me s£in more. Instead, it mekes me want 1o gserve
Eim better. To know that I 2m seved forever is the mosi strepgthening and encouraging
knowledge in the world.

Seme say that it dees not matter how a Christisn lives if there is no danger of him
losipe his soul.  How foolish and short-sighted that statement is i Wowld you say o
my daughter that it does not matter how she lives since her position as my dsughter is
~secure? It is true thet she is my deughter; she always will be, and nobody in heaven

or on earth cesn change that; but she could lose the sweet fellowship with her father,
crusk all his pride in her, and lose the heppiness which she nov has., 8o ii is with
God's children. Sin bresks the ¢emmunion with the Fether, tekes away the joy of sal—
vation, and deprives him of the reward he might have. -

Realizastion of this glorious truth of the security of the believer brings one in humil-
ity before God, incresses his desire %o live & pure life, snd to render obedieni ser-
vice. It slso brightens his hope, stirengthensg his faith and quickens his zesl.

If I should tell you that & saved verson could be lost, I would

1. Belittle Christ.
I would impugr the perfeciion of the sacrifics of Chr;st. It would be reducing

the sacrifice of Christ precticslly to the levelcof the offerings of bulls and
goats in the 014 Testsment dispensetion. It would be & practical denisl of the
finished work of Christ., Thoge who believe that 2 saved perscn can be lost trusi
in themselves rather than entirely in Christ. They serve from the slavish motive
of the fear of hell, and hope by their works to help Christ save and keep them

saved.
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Exelt the devil. - : L

1f the devil con get one of God's children, he can get all of them. If he does
not get them all, then those who get to hesven will be saved by the mercy of the
devil axnd not by the grece of God.

Sey thet the divine nature will go to hell.

Children of God are partakers of the divine nature. If one of them should go to
hell, then the divine nature would zo¢ there tco.

Contradict the Word of God.

T will never say He is & lisr.



