THE VALIEY OF DECISION

"Multitudes, multitudes in the valley of decision: for the day of the Iord is near in
the valley of decision." Joel 3:14.

The day of the lord is the keynote of this brief and most wonderful prophecy of Joel. This
man had a method which is merked clesrly. First, he looked round about him; saw the
situation of devastation and desolation in which the pecple were living: and then declared
that the things which they might have been inelined to mccount for, on natural grounds,
were evidences of the presence and the metivity of God. This, said he, is the day of the
ord,

Then, elimbing to a higher height of prophetic outleck, he saw that a new and grave peril
was imminent in the nationsl life, and of it he seid the same thing; it is the day of the
Iord which is at hand.

Finally, in supreme exaltation of soul and spirit, 1ifted high above the darkmess of his
own day, he locked down the zgss, and saw the intervention of new forces, and foretold
with marvelous accuracy of detail the wonderful cutpouring of the Spirit at Pentecost.

Our text is tsken from the last section of the provhecy, that in which Joel was looking

on to the final movements of the Ulivine judgments of humenity. The paragravh from which
it is selected gives a graphic description of the pethering of the nations te war. Viewing
the gathering of the natiens to wer, Josl broke cut in the poetic and revealing words of
our text, "Multitudes, multitudes in the valley of decision: for the day of the Iord is
near in the valley of decision.® Thus the prophet viewed the assembled nations, swiftly
armed, and that under divine compulsicn, in the valley of deeision.

The first half of our text is a good deseription of the age in which we live. HNever were
so many declsions called for as ioday. Never were £o meny questions debated, never so
many problems discussed--intellectual problems, socizl sroblems, religious problems.

Never was there so much searching of heart about the right way of l1ife. It has been

gaicd that the mark of the present age is a quesbiop.mark. Everything is being scrutinized
and examined,

Joel lived 2% a time when 1% seemed that his whole world was breaking up. It was a time

of great depression. But, he did not whine about what & dark world it was. He did not
regard the hour of tragedy as an hour for pessimism, but as an hour for moral choice. It
was an hour of sadness and gloom, but alse of oppertunity such as they had never had before,

The battle between pood and evil, light and darkness, isg always going on. "There is a
tide in the affairs of men which, taken at the flocd, Jeads on to fortune: omitied all
the voyage of their 1ife is bound in shallows and in miseries,® said Shakesveare., James
Russell Iowell expressed the szme truth in the familisr lines, "Once to every men and
nation comes the moment to decide." Tt is not only once that such opportunities come, but
often. Iife indeed is made up ef them. ZEvery day we make choices, znd they go to form
character,

I. We Can Mszke Decisions,

That iz a gloricus truth. We are not the playthings of chance. God has given us the
prerogative of cheice. We car exercise freedom of the wiil., We can decide %o love
God or to defy Him, He gives each of us that vrivilege. Each can choose for himself,
When we do wrong there is something within us which tells us that we need not have
done what we did. When we make the wrong declisions, we thereby revesl the depravity
of humen pmature. Our remorse ig due to the fzot that we sre aware thalt we possess
the pover of decision and choose wrongly. You carn make or mar your 1life by the way
you face this irescapable challenge: "Choese you this day whom ye will serve."

God is calling men to His side. "The day of the lord is near in the valley of decision.®
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The sge of the gquestion-mark mmsit precede the age of the answer. The valley of
decision is the road to the mownt of vision. It is for each of us te decide what we
can do te stand for truth, sanity, mercy and levingkindness in a world that has gone
mad. God is calling us to stand for these things vhickh are dear to His heart. They
are being challenged today. We nmst see to it that they are kept alive in our owmn
hearts and that they do not perish from the earth,

We Most Moke Decisgions.

There is no getiing around this fact. Iife is full of choices and decisions that
have to be made. We are constantly coming {o a point where two roads meet, and we
have to mske up our minds which of them we will take. No one else can choose for us,
and g1l through our lives we find ourselves in the valley of decision. A1 men must
decide for themselves whether they are going to live their lives in God's way or in
the manner which Satan wants them te¢ conduct themselves.

The valley of decision is not the kind of place in which men like to linger. HMany
of them mch prefer to take the line of least resistance. John Wesley said, "the
peeple I am afraid of are the almost-Christians." Those whe are not for Christ are
against Him, All are called upon to yield to the will ef Christ and then go all out
in 1iving for Him, '

Joel sald that the sadness and ploom were due meinly to the indecision of the people,
who did not kmow whether to trust Jehovah or foreign alliances. So, as he Indicated,
they would have to be led intc a valley of judpment, from which they would noit emerge
untll they had come te & decision.

In our day much of the prevsiling darkness is due to indecision. Multitudes are
trying to put off the hour of decision. But, it is an impossible attempt. Indecisien
is decision. To refuse to decide for the highest is to choose to have one's decisions
made for us by the lower., James said, "For he that wavereth is like a wave of the

sea driven with the wind and tossed, For let not that man think that he shall reeeive
any thing of the Iord. & double minded man is unstable in all his ways.® James 1:6-8.

Double-mindedness is half-heariedness, It is the source of much unhappiness and moral
weakness. The necessity of choosing frightens some people. Accidents are often
caused because people cannot meke wp their minds, It is the same in moral accidents.
It is fatal to dilly-dally in the choice betwesn right and wrong. 411 through the
Bible the note of decision is sounded. At the end of his life, Moses said to the
children of Israel: "I have set hefore thee 1ife and death, the blessing and the
curse: therefore choose life that thou mayest live," When his life was drawing te

a close, Joshuas said to his pecple, "Choose you this day whom ye will serve,” Elijah
appealed to the Israelites on Mount Carmel saying, "How long halt ye between two
opinions? If the Lord be God follow Him." The challenging words of Jesus Christ
ring in our ears as we face the dilemmas of modern life: "Y¥e cannot serve God and
memmon. " We begin to live wisely when we realize that we must mske decisions and need
daily pguldance in doing so0. '

We Do Make Decisions.

That is why we are where we are today. We have chosen one way instead of anether,
Our decisions are reflected in our lives and walks. What we choose shapes our future.

Every dey a pattern of character is being woven on the leoom of your life. Ve must
not allew circumstances to mold us. We must not take our tone from the society around
us, As we eall our wills into play and decide, our manhood and womanheed will have

a chance to develop in the manper in which God wants it. Zverything which is really
worth having is at stake. The call comes to us ito place ourselves on the gide of
things eternal, to be men and women of decision, ™Who is on the Iord's side?
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The valley of decision is the valley of the verdict. We must chodss a falth for life,
Only deep convictions can carry us through dérk days vietoriously. Many have already
accepted Christ as their Saviour and given Him Fis rightful place in their Jives.

Many others have listened to the gospel of Chrisi for years and are still in the valley
of decision.

Some of the things about which you have to make a decision are the fellowings

1
2.
3.
4o
5.
6.

Whether you will repent of sin or continue in it.

Whether you will accept Christ or reject Him,

Whether you will confess Ghrist or dgny Him,

Whether you will be Hisrfriend or Hs foe.

Whether you will be for Christ or ageinst Him,.

Whether you will follow Christ or turn avay from Him.

Whether you will have Christian associates or unchristian ones.
Hhethe; you will be happy or unhappy. |

Whether you will be cbedient or disobedient.

Whether you will go to heaven or tc hell,



