WHEN TROUBLE COMES

Job 5:7; 14:1

This subiect is one which lies very close to 1ife. With all the sunshine and joy

and plessure end song that are to be found in life, men are living under a dispensation
of trouble and trisl and tribulation. That is why & sermon on irouble will be a message
from 1ife.

The Reality of Trouble,

We had better teke trouble for granted and accept life es essentially difficult.
Iife begins inm painful birth and ens in painful death, and its fabric in between has
dark thresds running through it. Adversity is ome of the constituent elemente of
human 1ife. Regardless of how much we would like to strike the word ™trouble’ out
of the vocabulary of our experience, trouvble will continwe wntil ouwr Iord returns,

Trouble is an inescapsble portion of humsn 1life, It arises in part from the complexities
and conflicts in humsn neture. Many of us sre troubled by the sins over which we have
never gained the victory. We are troubled by our weslknsesses vwhich cause us to realize
that we have failed to measure vr to all thst God expected of us. Trouble springs

in part from the nature of the meterial world of which we are 2 part, I comes in
larger part from the world to which our lives sre relsted in muldivlied forms. Trouble
is an ineccapable experience of every persch,

ind yet, despite the accumulated expsrience of the ages and the insight of the seers,
many think of an untrowbled 1ife as the ideal one; and of trouble, therefore, as

a wretched intruder to be resemied, a miserable trespasser that has no business here,
to be removed if possible, and, if not, to be endured. ‘

To reslize thet trouble is sz universal as humsn nature, all that ome needs to do is
to recall Job 5:7, which saye, "hn is born unte trouble as the svarks {1y upward.”
Light a brush fire st the eventide and then watch the sparks as they fly vpward. They
are the ineviteble reswlt sy accompanimert of the fire. Iikewlee, wherever the fire
of 1ife is lighted, wherever = mon passes through the experiences of this world,
vpward fly the sparks of trovble. Bverybody has trouble of some kind., Abrsham had
1end trouble (Genesis 13:1-18). Jacob had business trouble (Genesis 31:36-42).

Jozeph had rationing trouble {Genesis 41:46-57). Moses had inferiority-complex troutle
{Bxodus 4:10-16). Samson hed romentic trouble (Judges 16:4-31). Devid had "in-law”
trouble (I Sammel 18:12-23). Solomon had marital trowble (Nehemish 13:26). Hezmckish
had vhyeical trouble {II Kinge 20:1-7). Job had sstanic trouble {Job 1:6-22). Peter
had eaverconfidence trouwble (Merk 14:27-72). Trouble is no respecter of persons it
Ynocks at the door of millionaire and peasaent, philosopher amd illiterate, bellever
and mmbeliever. After doing whst he would and all that he could; men has not been
able to save himself from life's besetting troubles,

Job 14:1 says, "™en thet is born of & womsn is of few days, and full of trouble.”
Man's troubles begin when he is at a very tender age. No stage of life is exempt from
them. They are experienced from the time of infency to the pericd of grey hairs.,
There ere gll lkinds of itrouble~-troubles of the body, troubles of the mind, troubles
of the soul; the troubles we bring upon curselves, and the troubles others bring upon
ug. Nobody is exempt from them, and in this warfare there is no discharge.

Semetimes those who seem to have the fewest treubles will heve the most. Iike the
King of Semarie who wore his sackcloth of distress within, meny vho present to the
world a feir, vnruffled surface have deep trouble within, The sound of the marching

feet of the army of the itroubled never cesses. Morming, noon, evening, snd midnight,
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one csn hear them marching by in an endless procession.

Trouble comes to us all. If we have been spared thus far, let us be thankful, dut

let us be prepared for trouble coming our wey scomer or later. T+ ig part of humsn
experience in a world under & curse. Tt ig pert of Christisn experience too. To
become & Christien does not exempt one from trouble. To sccept Christ does not meam
that there will not be any rugged road Lo trevel, or any dark clouds %o obscure the sky.
Christianity does not gusrantee us thet our troubles are over, but it does assure us
that there is One Whe is over our troubles. Christ never promised His disciples
freedom from trovble. Rather, He pointed out to them that they would be in the midet
of adverse situations guite frequently. He said, "In the world ye chall have tribulstion:
but be of good cheer; I have overcome the world." John 16:33, Tennyson reminds us
thst "Never morning wore to evening but some heard did bresk,™ AL Spanish proverb
declares that ™here is no home in 811 the land but will sconer or later have its
hush." We may as well agcept the fact that some measure of trouble will be the portion
of even the gedly. Don't imagine that you will be an exception to the unlversal
experience. It will be far better if you will expect and be prepared for what is

part of the common lot of man. :

The Reascns for Trouble.

In our study of this subject, it will be helpful to realize that trouble has been
appointed or permitted by Almighty Cod. There are no accidents in His providemtial
rale of our lives. He does not make any mistakes, There are not eny errers in His
eternal plan.

He selects the particular trouble which is best suited to us. W#hen in any trouvble, it
is well to remember that of the thousends of different kinds of trouble, this is the
one which God has selected for yom. Bub, i1t is not necessary for us to kmow why.

Once, when in deep distress, that old sgint of Scotland, Samwel Rutherford, was tempted
to murmur, snd he almost gave up hobe. But ere lecng he was given comfort and strength
in his distress, snd begsn to see the purpose of it. Tt was then that he wrote %o

the effect that we must never try to read God's messages through the envelepe in which
they come. He mesnt that it takes time for God'!s purpose to be mede clear o us. He
wrote, ool that I wss not 16 know thst the messsges of God are net to be read through
the envelope in which they are enclosed.! Sonmetimes,

"ot till the loom is eilent
&nd the shuttles cease to fly,
Shall God unroll the canvas
ind explain the reason why
The dark threads sre as needful
Tn the wesver's skillful hand
As the threads of gold and silver
Tn the pattern He has plamned.’

1. Trouble enriches our lives.

Ood interds Tor trouble to be & blessing to us, If one ghould go through this
congregation inguiring in what kind of experience we have lesrmed the most profound
and mesningful lessons about 1ife, how often it would turn out that trouble has
been our tescher! Tt comes into our lives to meke us wiser and betier and more
seeful. Sometimes trouble comes in order thet we might be more humble, Fumility
igs one of the richest pearls in the Christian crown of graces. It is & quslity
that is recognized by men, admired by the angels, and appreciated by the Inrd.
Therefore, we should conduct ourselves in such 2 memmer that trowble would not

be necesszry to keep us humble.
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Many times trouble serves to deepsn our lives, The untroubled 1ife iz often
shallow and frivelous. Generslly speaking, the deeper and richer Iives are those
that have had their troubles. An Armenisn and an Americsn were telking about

the shallow tastes of so meny Americans in literature and in music. When the
Americsn asked the Avmenian why, in his judgment, the rank and file in this
country do not relish the deeper snd finer things, his reply was: "I don't

think America has suffered enoungh.®

Robert Browning Hemilton wrotes

Y walked a wile with Fleasure,
She chattered all the way,

But lef't me none the wiser
For 21l she had to say..

I walked s mile with Sorrow
- Ane ne'er & word said she;
- _ But, Oh, the things I learned from her
Wheﬁ Sorvew walked xzth mel®

When you and 1 have faced a personal calamity and have handled it well, we have
alwaye added 2 new dimension to our characters.

Trouble protects us from certain dangers,

iz someone has gaild, "0Often cur trisls act ac a thorn-hedge to keep us in the
good pastures.” Mony lives would have remsined hard, snd sterile, and wnfruitful
hed God rot plowed and harrowed then with affliction arnd trouble. The Holy
Spirit could not get full vossession of them, and He could not work through them,
until they were broken by trouble. Every now and then there is a tendency to
vield to temptation, but some trouble takes our estiention sway frem ii.

Trouble makes us- stronger.

Trouble often strengthens charascter., The tried men, rather than the untried,
is the strong cne. We need that which will cullivate and develop the powesrs
of self-discovery and self-control. Essy lives will not arouse the dorment powers.
It ususlly takes the stress and sirain of hsrd necessity and trouble to acguaint
us with our hidden selves, and to arcuse the sleeping glants within us

¥en without trouble, trisl, snd tribuletion are not strong. It tekes tribulation
to meke a men. It helps to meke a great church. When we sit al ease in our
comforteble churches, with a freedom to worship, which in far too meny ceses

has been turmed into a license to worship, we do well to remember the generations
of =teadfastness and endursnce and suffering that 1lie back of us; how cthers have
labored and we have entered into their Isbors.

Trouble deepens our sympathy.

There is no teacher like experience. When we pass through trouble and sulfering,
we become more sympathetic with others. Paul said, "Blessed be Cod, even the Fether
of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of merciss, and the God of all cemfori; Who
comforteth us in 2ll onr tribulstion, thet we may be able to comfort it em.wh&ch
are in any trouble, by ithe comforit wherswith we ourselves are comforted of God.”

IT Corinthizns l:3-4. God comforts us in order thet we may be comforters. We
get comfort from God in our troubles in order that we may pass it on to others who
need it also. In order to comfort others effectively, we must first have had
treuble or affliction ourselves, '
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Trouble brings us closer to God.

4 lady ssid, "My sufferings have brought me claser to 93," Her words were spoken
glowly, deliberately, and with an sir of finality. I% was the sure verdict of
her mind and heesrt., Hard and wesry asg had been the days throngh which she had
pessed, they had brought her nearer %o God. There was sn accent, too, 28 if she
mesnt to say thet this wes the grest thing in 1ife, not whai we have, or think,

er do, but that we ghould come close t G@é, Yes, nearer to God, whaitever be the

path, whatever the cost, is the grest thing in Iife. &nd trouble has coused so
many to draw closer to the ilord,

Trouble relesses uméreamedAof powers in us,

Trouble and orasedy have been  the mesns of lzfulng many & 1ife from idlemess to
serviceableness, and from mediccrity to genius. Much of the gresiness ofmen has

been produced by sufferinz. Temnyson's grief for his dead friend, Arthur Hallsm,

I.7:The

gave birth to his greatest poem, "N MEMORIAM", John Bunyan probably would have
lived and died en inconspicuous tinker except for twelve yeers in a dungeon in
Bedford Jeil, for it wes there that he wrote his Immortel *PILGRIM'S PROGRESE.M

Much as we hate trouble, without it cur best never comes out--no herdship, ne
herdihoeds no £ight, no fortitude; no saffering, no sympathy; no pain, no
patience. We may not like that kind of world bul thst is the Kind of world in
which wve live. Behind every great virtue stands a corresvonding trouble.

Resctions to Troubla,

Undesirable reactions,

{1} Resentment. : _
Seme are very resentful when trouble somes. They rebel against God because
of it. Those who have =zn attitude of resentment become hard, calloused, and
eynical. Hob's wife was so resentful that she advoecated thalt he "eurse God
snd be done with the whole thing." Oftimes those who have tromble turn awsy
from God. They cesse church sttendance and Christiasn sctiviity. Dut how
utterly fooslish and fulilel Bitiernzss snd rebellion are noor nanscsas for
trouble. UNever let trouble cause you to be resentful or drive you awsy from
God. If you turn sway from Him in bititerness, you will become miserzble.

(2) Self-vity.
Some, who have troubles, fecus azll their attention upon their own wretchedness,
They beceme sorry for themselves, They whine and bewsil their hard lot.
They let trouble plunge their lives into dsspair and wreck thelir Taith on
futility. They frenkly declare thet 1ife has never dealt se hersghly with
‘any other. Bub, this sttitude of self-pily has never helved any person in the
least,

esiraeble reascticns,

1) Esrnest prayer. : :
In Pgelm 50:15 God tells us vhat te do in case of trouble. "Gsll wpon Me
in the day of trouble: I will deliver thee, and thou sheli glorify He,”
Wnat a blessed privilege! God is offering Himself fo men in thelr day of
trouble., It affords Him a grest oprortunity ito prove that He is conecerned
shout us and our needs,

De
1

When prayer 1s sincere snd hesrifelt, when men come humbly snd penitently o
God in their trouble, He vesponds with the promise, "I will deliver thee."
Sometimes deliversnce comes in the form asked, sometimes in another form
according to the wisdom of God, but 1t ecomes. God does Fis work in answer to
prayer. He delivers from treuble at the time He sees best, in the wey He sees

best, and by the means He sees best, God delivers us from omr troubles when
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we call upen Him, either by granting what we ask, or by doing something slse
for us in our need that is more for His glory and for our zood,

& motherless litile girl wasg asked, "What do vou do without a mother o whom
to-tell your troubles?" She replied, "My mether told me before she died to

go to the lord Jesus. ©She sald thet He had alwsys been her friend, and that

if I would go to Him He would always be my friend.” "But," said the quastloner,
"He iz 2 great way off, and hss so much to do; He cannot abtend to you, ™

*1 don't Ymow hov much He has to do," ssid the chiid, "but He hasz =aid He

wowld take care of me, and I believe He will,® %buld that 811 of us had the
faith of that orphan child]

Christlike resignation,

¥When we have itroubles, let us pray for deliverence from them, if it iz the
Iord's will for ws. But, above everything else, let us be willing for the

Tord to have Hie way. This attitude will incresse our faith in Him, ocur love
for Him, and our devotien to Him., Christlike resignation will make us better
peopie, VWhen trouble comes, tske it all to Christ and let Fim solve it
according to His perfect will.

Grester usefulness.

After sll, our chief concern with trouble is not to find an explanstion,

but & vietery. It is not to elzberate & theory, but to lay hold upon a power;
not to explain this thing, but to obitain grace and help to bear it end to be
more useful because of it. The Christisn answer to the mystery of troutle

is not am explanation, butl 2 reinforcing presence to stand beside you through
the darlmess. You may not be zble to %ell why God vermits you te have trouble,
but yom will herdly insist on a8 full reply to thai guestion vhen you are zssured
that He Himself comes right inte your heart and life, snd shsres the pain

thet affllets you. What more can you ask of Him than that? While we frequently
take trouwble &s a curse and resent it, we need %o remember that Christ tosk
trouble a8 & trust and uged it. He made it the most impressive spiritumsl

force in human history. They uaméed Him the cross as & disgrace and He took

it as an opportuniiy saying, I, if I be 1ifted up from the earth, will drew

81l men unto Myself.™



