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"Return, ye backsliding children, and I will heal your backslidings.™ Jeramiah
2:22a.
This message isg 2 conbtimnation of the one which I delivered this morning on
*Eent to Baeksliding.® As a background for those who were not present thenm, I
shall summarize the previous sermon.
A backslider is a child of God who had indulged in sin and gotien out of fellow-
shiv with Him, Hs sin may have been a mers coldness of heari or a grievous
iniguity that is known to many. In either event it is sin in God's ﬁ%WLv, When
any Christisn falls into sin he is a backsliider., His backsliding dees not affect
his sonship, but it does affect is peace, joy, and ?aliawshi§, as well as the
approval of the heavenly Father, Uis standing is that of a discobedient and way
ward child.
T. The Condition of Backsliding.
The condition of backsliding is sc common among Christians today as to be
almost universals ¥We are not ohedient to the commands of our Lord., For
example, He said: YLove not the world, neither tha things that are in the
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world? {I John 2:15}, and yet worldliness is th
Worldl Ly reode are our closest frieadss worldly pleasure is

our livss,

cur greatest pursuit and delight,

and possessions are the prizes ziiah
The uadsmu of Backsliding.

1. The old Adamic naturs.
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old namige, and he will never
this'world. Thank Geod, one can
through Christ,

2., Incomplete surrender,
Mug teo incomplebte surrender ckeliding generally steals upon Christians.
2. eglect of prayer.
y failure to the life of the Christian can be irace to the lack of
??%j@z.
4. Disregard of God's Word.
A ¢hild of God cannot neglect the study of the Bible without becoming
s hackslider., Sin in the life keeps one from studying the Bible, but
diligent study of it will prevent sinful 11vzﬁga
f. Irregular churech attendance,
Cod has ordained that Hieg children sghall assemble in His house and wor-

ship Him poblicly, and He =&
muitditudes of
and distressing condition
assembling of themselves
Lord, you ne
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souls. When people forsske the
for the purpose of worshipping the
the deterioration of icharacter which
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ig so obvioung in their lives. Any Christian who voluntarily absenls
himself from the worship services in the Lerdis house is a backslider.
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Vow we shall consider some additional facts,

TII. The Conseauences of Backsldling.
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1. To God.

The backslidihg of one of His children always brings deep grief to
the heart of God.

2. To obhers.

Tt embarasses all of the true friends of Christ.

T+ seduces the weak Christian.

T+ does the shurch an irreparable injury. If all of - he other
members of the church, of which the backslider is a member,
should become cold and indifferent in heart, as has the backe
slider, the sirength of the churd: would be asapped to such an
axtent that it eounld not be & faithful witness and the Lord
would nltimately withdraw His presence from it.

Tt causes many toddoukbt the reality of the backslider's religious
experience.,

Tt supplies that for which the mocker is looking. The mocker
is always guick to seize upon such examples.

Tt is a tremendous ~&tembling-block to those who are lost.

T+ hinders their dalvation., Tt is a fearful thing to live in
isuch a way as bto interfere with ov prevent the salvation of 2
sinner.
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o the bhackslider,

Less .serious views of sin,
Open indulgence in sins ormerly abandoned.
Less willingness to receive reprogf for sin.
A spirit of self-justification. The average person can dustify
himself, to his own way of hinking, for anything that hw wants
to dos
A censorious spirit, A backslider is always ready teo find
fault with others, and harsi e

.
X
£

i,y g s,
oy Gl [t
S o o Myl

o
[#5]
St

*

R
shly judge their motiges and conduct.
Wherever there is a censorious spirit, there is always a back-
slidden heart. When a child of God is not living as the Lard
wants him fo live, he tries to ease his conscions b¥ saying that
many others are as bad or worse than he is. He sets himself
to the task of dinding Tault with the preachers and criticizing
the church leaders.
part of the Sermeon on the Mount to this De-

ging, criticizing, and condemning cthers.

f His followers to abstain from this sinful
habit. He said, ¥Judge not.® If any Christian is doing his
duty, as ‘che should and as Christ rightfully expects him teo do,
he iz entirely too busy %o be looking for the faults of dhers,.
Tt ig a2 self-satisfied and self-rightecus perscon who has a cen-
soriouns spirit. In proportion as one is gueik to discern the
fanlts of obhers, he Lbecomes less aware of his own shortconings.

Chrigt devoted a
setting sin of Jjud
He commanded all
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The censoriocus person is the lazst to perceive his own sin.
His persongl S?ﬁ mazy be as huge as a beam; yet he is guite
unable to see it becanse he is busy huniting for the gpeck of
dust in his brother's eye.

Unhay pﬁﬂessa

Shen & Chrigtian &aTES to do his dubty, or when he does that

which he ocught not to do, he always laueﬁ pesce and conbente
ment. It iz impossible for aznybody to be happy zg long as he
is living in discbedience to God, A backslider is ifhe nmost
unhappy and miserable person in the worid, Oftentimes the
unhappiness 1s go plain as to be noticeable to others. The

backslider freguently has that wistful Jook which seems Lo say:

K-'-fi-

e hlessedness which I knew

st I saw the Lomi?

Wﬁere ig the soul-refreshing view
Jesus and His word?

waat peaceful hours I once enjoyed--

How sw@@“ their memory stilll

But they have left an aching wvoid

The worlid can never Fill.?”
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The only people who are truly happy are the children of God
who are living in accordance with his will Ffor their lives.
If one ia not at peace or right with God, it ig foolish to

expect him to be happy or to be in harmsny with hiz charch,
Backeliding always brings unhappiness

The loss of uvsefunlness,.

A backslider has less cﬁﬁaerﬁ; iess zeal, less ability to do
good, and less influenc for the Lord and the right.

Remorse of conscisnce, :

If the Lord saved you, then there ig something within you

that rebels against your sgins., If yowm are Godts child, th

eng of sin will prove to be bitter Lo your taste befera you have
gwallowed ifts contents.

Aster he had backslidden, David had such a remorse of conscience
over his sins that he cried out £o God and said: Fsalm 51l:31-12,
If you, as a Christian have drifted away from God and the path
of dutv, the btime will come when you will be ashamed vaaf you did
After Simon Peter had denied Christ and then pmnczuat@d s
ﬁenial with profanity, the Lowrd turned and locked al him. So
graat sas hkis remorse of comscience that "Peter wenl out, and
wept b Mﬁr?y“ { uke 22:62), VWhen a saved man does wrong he.
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emorse of sconscience, If 2 Peﬂsa does wrong and

ot have any remorse, it is proof that he is not saved,

he stening of God. -

God hastes sin and He na promised to chasten H,s own ﬁﬁ&} sin,
For whom the Lord loveih he chasteneth, and goburgeth every
son whom he receivell® {ﬁeh?ewﬁ 12:6}. Sooner opr later ﬁ
chastens every backslider, He does it in love and for tuw Pl
pose of correcting the backsliding., Gne of the scrrows of
Lhacksliding iz the chaestening hand of God which falls heavily
upen the backslidden Christian,
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The Cure fTor Bgpeksliding,
Thank God, there is a cure for backslidingl The backslider can
come @a Gei, 3%# hava d@liﬁhﬁzul felL@WmhiP with Him. God appeals
£ It ig an asppeal of mercy. There
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is no excu mé for the backslider Lo gbay awsy from the heavenly Father,
TIf we econfess our sinsg, he ig faithful and iust to forgive us our
sdns, and to oleanse us from all unright eon sness® T John 1:G),

Are you backslidden today? Have you lost the joy of the Lord
your 1ife? Have you ogtien cold in the service of Lhe Master?
you like to walk with Him morve 2liosely in the future than you

to God. Tell Him that you

the past? Then, confess

wrong, that you are sorry for it, that you are snxious for iim
forgive you and to cleanse you,., fou will find that He will rgive
yvou and cileanse you and restorg you to f@imGWS1ly ~~ not relstionship,
bat FTellowship.

There is a life of Joy and wictory for every Christian, and you, as

a child of God, may have it, Come back to Ge now and get right with
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