STANDERG AT THE CROSSROADS
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I. The Reguest.

in the ways, and sse, and ask for the oid paths, where is the goed way,
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fact of itself does not commit us to the self-same paths. Age alone does not mske
anything holy. '

Jeremish's advice wes excellent, "Stand, and see, snd ask"” comstitute a esll to thought
and consideration. That meant "Stop, stand still, think and reflect. ILook within,
behind and before. Stop and think of what will be the end and consequence of your

" present line of action.® : ' :

If ever there was an age when his advice was needed, it is now. Hurry is the cher-
acteristic of the age in which we live. Many seem unsble to find time for calm and
serious reflection about the state of their souls.

What is meant by the "old paths"? Doubtless the vhrase means the old paths of faith
in which the fathers of Israel had walked for hundreds of years--the paths in whieh
the rule of life was the ten ecommandments, and the rule of worship was that elaborate,
typical, sacrifieial system of which the essence was faith in the coming Redeemer,

"#sk for the old paths” which lead back to the places of prayer and dedication. Our
Hebrew brethren saw Jacob go back to Bethel to the place where he met God, and heard
him make a vow unto Him that if He would bring him to his father's house in peace that
he would recognize the place as "God's house, ! and that he would surely give Him a
tithe of all he had. The early disciples saw the lord Jesus Christ go into the guiet
- places for prayer until they had to ery out, "lord, teach us to pray."

Our forefathers emphasized the devotional 1ife, Into solitary rooms, guiet groves,
chapels, churches and schoolhouses they went for the purpose of quiet communion with
God. They prayed alone, they prayed in family cireles, they orayed in little groupss
and they never thought of trying to have a revival without much prayer,

Our country wes founded by praying men. The first English settlement in America was

in Virginia 1607, and the first house erected was a place of worship. VWhen the
Huguenots first landed in the Carolinas they joined in 2 service of praise to God

for hearing and answering their preyers and for giving them a home in s land of freedon.

When the Federal Convertion met in Philadelphis in 1787 for the purpose of framing
the Constitution, Benjemin Franklin introduced a resolution that the meetings should
alweys be opened with prayer. '

When General Washington's Army was encamped at Valley Forge, he saw something that
touched his heart--bloodstains on the show as his men marched by. He excused himself
from his srmy and went awey lnte the weoods te pray. An old setiler who happened to
be passing that way, saw Weshington kneeling in the snow in prayer, end ran home to
his wife, and exclaimed: "Hannah, Hennah, Georze Washington will succeed, George
Hashington will succeed for I just saw him down on his kmees in prayer!™ And he did
succeed. ' :

When our forefathers began to mint and circulate gold and silver coins they stamped
on each one "In God We Trust."

We should ask for the old paths which lead to the inspired Word of God. There was
a time, in our American life, when the Word of God was read and appropriated and
appreciated, but today hundreds of other periodicals have come in to taske the place
of the Bible, The Bible, therefore, has been relegated to the forgotten shelf or
placed away in some concezled place.

We, too, are living in a time when some are trying to denature the Bible by putting

it down on the same plane with history, English and science. But the Bible is the
inspired Word of God and must ever be taught by redeemed and consecrated men and women.
It is a spiritual book for spiritual people. Iet me urge you to learn it, love it

and 1live it,
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As touching life as 2 whole, both for individuals and nations, and in every age, the

old and proved paths of penitence and faith, of prayer and obedience, of righteousness
and holinesz, of mercy and truth, of self-forsetfulness and sacrificial service and
forgiving love are still the good ways wherein if men will diligently walk they shall
discover for themselves the richest blessings of God. These were the paths in which
Christ trod and in which He has called men to walk,

There are two things which we much consider concerning what Jeremish calls the good ‘
WaY »

1. It may not be the attractive way.
"There is a wsy, which secmeth right unto a2 man but the end thereof is the way
of death.' It msy seem good for 2 boy to leave school at the first possible
noment beesuse he wants to earn money. But that way may lead him to a dead end,
for ke may find himgelf in the ranks of the unskilled with no future before him.
The good way is not by any meens always the attractive way.

2. It may not be the popular way.
I am well aware that the old paths are not povular in meny quarters today., Tell
many thet any religious idea is old, and they seem to think it is false, Tell
them that it is new, and many will conclude thet it is true. OCur Lord werned us
that the good way may not be the popular way when He said concerning the broad
way, "any there be that go in thereat." Many asre itempted to think thait becauss
& way is popular it must somehow bhe right.

God told the prophet that it was his responsibility not only to gebt the pecple to
yvearn and to ask for the o0ld paths, bubt slso to walk in them., It is not enough just
to be orthodox in head, We must be orthodox in hand as well., We must be "doers”

of the Word. Most church members would rather be gignboards pointing out the way
than s pilgrim walking in the way. When Jesus said, YIf you know these things heppy
are ye if you do them," He made out the best program of happiness and usefulness the
world has ever seen. In brief He said, "Know something, do something end enjoy some-
thing." We must walk in the paths of prayer, Bible study and church attendance if
the power of prayer is felt and the light of inspiration is scen and the fellowship
of saints is enjoyed.

The Result.

"And ve shall find rest for your souls." It is the distinguishing mark of the "good™
and "old" way that in it men find rest for their souls. But rest is never found apart
from faith in Christ. By asking for and walking in the old paths-—-the true and tried
pathg-~you will be able to enjoy the greatest thing in life, soul rest. ™le shall
find rest unto your souls.” True religion has at Teast three dimensions: height,
depth and length. It reaches wp and touches God, it reaches down and touches the
deepest part of mén, the soul, and it reaches out and touches every needy soul. A1l
need that rest which comes from inward harmony with God.

Iisten as the great (alilean says, "Come unto Me, 81l ye that labour and are heavy
laden, and I will give you rest. Take My yoke upon you, and learn of Me; for T am
meek and lowly of heart: end ye ghell find rest unto your souls.® DNothing could be
held out to men mere suitable to his spiritusl wants than "rest™. Rest of souml is
the secret want of the vast portion of menkind, The rvest that Christ gives in the
"old paths" is an inwerd thing., It is rest of heart, rest of conscience, rest of
mind, rest of affection and rest of will.

Is there anyone listening to me who is desirous of rest of soul, and yet knows not
where it can be found. G(overmments cannolt glve it; education will not immart it
worldly amusements cannot supply 3it; money cannot purchase it. It can only be found
in Christ. There is only one way to the Father-~Jesus Christ; cne door to heaven——
Jesus Chriet; and one path to heart-peace--Jesus Christ. BReal hesri-rest is never
to be found except in heart-—union with Jesus Christ. ‘



