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"And the vessel thet he made of clay was marved in the hand of the potter: so he mede
it again snother vessel, as seemed gocd to the potlter to meke it." Jeremish 18:4,

Jeremiah hed been & very faithful servant of God. For years he had been preaching

s message of love.and of righteocusness. He had done his best Lo ewsken the cemsciences
of the people and to show them God’s way. To him it seemed that his stremucus efferts
had hardened their hearts instesd of softening them, and blinded thelr eyee instead

of opéning them. The lives of the pecple were marred by mistakes, weaknesses, fallures,

and eins, Their delincuencies, lapses, and fallures cut Jeremiahn deeply.

Jeremiash wes pretby much disappointed, depressed, and despondent over Israel., To
him it seemed thet for the naticn there wss nothing left but hopeless ruin. He felt
that his lzbors had been in wain., He coneluded thst he was a protest and nothing
more, He felt like someone who was trying to rescue z drowning men, but in reality
wae only thrusting him deeper inte the water. He wondered if Israel wes going to be
cast aside on the rubbish heap, as 1f the nation could not be of any further use to
God, agsinst whose will she had rebelled. Thinking that God hed done everything
possible for the netion, and believing thet destruction was ineviteble, Jeremlah was
ready to give up and guil,

What 2 pitiful sight it is to see 2 strong men lose hesrt and hopel In the midst of
his discouragement snd despondency, and while the prophet was brooding over the fallures
of his people, fod told him teo go down to the potier’s house. This command ceme

tc Jeremish in the most trying phase of his ministry and when he was in special need

of enlighterment and sncouragement. God wanted to show him thet his despondency was
not justified. Although the people had refused to become what they might have been,
and what God wented them to be, still they might become something. There is never a
time when men should lose hope. Although people mway be rebellious against the will

of God, broken by adversity and merred by sin, etill, under God, there is hope.

In gbhedience to the command of God, Jeremiesh started immediately towerd the hourse.

of the potter. It is easy to visumelize him in his loose-flewing robes walking slowly
and softly omt of the temple and toward the Eastern Gate. As he wandered down the
slopss into the Valley of Hirnem, with the voice of God directing his steps, he thought
of how different the course of Israel and the flow of her nationel 1life would heve
been if only God's will had been done. Cod had chosen the Israelites to be 2 1lght
to the Gentiles, bwb, zlas! they were darkness. In their uswise chelce snd evil
deeds they had foiled the divine plan end Trustraied the divine purpose. It was
sxceedingly difficult for Jeremizh to understand how the wise and gracious purposs

of God could possibly be sccomplished through a people who so consigtently ignored
His purpose snd rebelled against His will,

Presently Jeremish arrived at the establishment of the potler, and found him faithfully
engaged in his deily werk. This incident is 2 splendid reminder thet ordinsry scenes
and secular work mey be eloguent with divine teaching %o any vhose hearis are ready

to receive it. As the prophet gezed intently wvpon this industrious workmen, 1t

seemz to me that he mmst heve noled at lesst four things.

A& Person.

Having entered this ancient menufacturing esteblishment, which was ome of the most
interesting places in the Best, Jevemiah obssrved this intelligent and capsable workman
sitting on the ground, with a mess of clay mesr him, a basin of water by his side, and
a pobtter’s wheel in front of him. He sew him take a lump of clay, moisten 1%,

knesd it with his hsnds, and then place it on the wheel which revolved at the pressure
of his foob on the tresdle. He ebserved his nimble fingers msnipulating the clay

on the revolving wheel. The clay soon begsn o take the shepe of 2 useful vessel,
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"in keeving with the purpoze and design of the potter. He was very cereful to

make the clsy atisin to his idesl for it. He was satisfied only when he had put his
best into 1%, and brought out of the clsy Its highest possit bilities

Jeremish saw in the molélng of the elay by the potier a symbol of God's desllings with
men. The potter represenits God. He is am iliustration of the interest, the attention,
and the power of fiod. This incident isaches us the soversignty of God. 4&s we behold
the potter at his work, we are cevtaznly 1ﬁpressed with the right of the poiier over
the elay. Mern are under the power of God. He is not a heartless despot, but He is
gracious and rules with purposes of love for the good of His creatures, is the clay,
on the wheel, was shaped by the potier's hend sccording to the will of the potter,

so this ?crld,and 211l that is in it zre shaped on the wheel of time by the hand of

the infinite God, -
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here s Divinity
That h spes our lives
Bough hew them as we msy.

How zlad I em that an all«wmse, 2ll-good, and all-powerfal God nvgﬂldes over this

wriverse. Fe has placed you and me on the wheel of His purpose, and through these

vears He has been trying to make of us vessels of honor for His use. If we are net
vessels of homor, it is hecause we have not ylelded to the skill of Els wonderful
fingers,

A Plsn,

Lis Jeremish closely observed the petter at his task, he realized thel he wse vorking

with a certsin plen or design in his mind. Even though the pattern was invisible

to the onlooker, it was none the less resl and definite. Tn its original state the

aleg was not abtirasctive, but vhen the hands of thé potter touched it, snd the thought
the potier was worked out in it and through i%t, then there was & feal and 2 greal

uransformatlone

If a potter works according to plans, surely we can expect 2s much of fod. If the
pother plans every vessel that he mskes, even so the Divine Polter plans ene:y human
1ife. This is teught repeatedly in the Seriptures. God has z plan for every life.

‘He has a pattern for every chsrascter, and 20 idesl for every soul. He does not do

anything without s plen or a purpese. He has z plan for yuur life snd wmine, ag
certainly as He had one for Moses, for Bavid, for Paul, for Spurgeon, for Carey,

for Judson, and for Livingsione. Thare is some defznlte, besutiful, and desirsble ideal
which he wanis each of us to realize. Hach 1ife is going to be happy, successful,

and useful in proportion ss it Fulfills the vlan God has for iIt. Have you éiscovered
God's plan for your 1ife? It is certainly the height of w1sécm to do se. Things
cannot go well in any life that is outside the circle of God's will.

Before the potter shapeé his vessel, he had the plan for it in his mind. When he
took the clay and put it on the vﬁeei and held his hand wpon it asg the wheel revolved,
he wrought by a plan. Before a bullding is erectsd, the plan for it iz in the mind
of the builder, Befors the srtist touches the canvas with hie brush, the picture
is painted on the delicate walls of his imsgination. Before the aoet pensg his

“i*i ng lines, the thought is conceived in the sanciuery of his soul. BSefore the
msic is set in sharps and flats, the musicien hears the song 1n the deepest recesses
of his spirit. Before the sculpitor 1ifts his mellet and chisel on the shaneless
marble, the vision rises clearly and lovely in his illumined mind.
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Bafere we were born into this world, Jod had a plan for each of our lives. Therefore,
let us seek to find His plan for cur lives, and strive Lo conform to it with unwavering
fidelity. Not knowing what He is gelting us resdy for, let us earnestly pray, "Father,
prepare us for what Thou art preparing fer us." Ist us plsce more emphasis on personal
responsibility. We ghall do well to emulate }cm&than Edwards who said, 'Resolved,
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firgh, that every man should live always at his highest and best for Goed. Resolved,
second, whether any other man in the werld strives %o do so or nol, I vill, sc help
me God."

& Probebility.

T+ wee quite obvious to Jeremiszh that the potier took every precaution agsinst marring
the vessel in the meking. The potter concentrated om fashioning the clay into =&
useful vessel. He gave the cley every posaible chance to become the vessel of his
choice, Then, as the vessel nearsd completlon, the potter paused in hiswork and
examined it. He discovered that the vessel was marrsd, [Thus, something had thwarted
hie plan snd frustrated his purpose. The vessel was not marred through the lack of
skill on the part of ths potber, but becsuse there was some stubborm, resisting
guelity in the clay that would not yield to the definess of the potter's hand,

This defect in the clay might have been produced by sny one of a mumber of things.
The clsy wight have had an air-pocket, or 2 bubble of air, in it, and that would have
caused the side of the vessel to puff out. The clsy might have been too stiff. The
elay might hsve been lacking in consisisncy. Or, the clay might have had a stone
conceslsd in it, and *hat would have csused a blemish on the vessel.

Since the clay represents man, I sm confident that you have cought the idea., Perhaps
there is a stone concesled in your life, some sin that has become s part of your
very nature, and it is marring and rulning your life. 8ir a2lways mers the vessel,
thwarts the purpeses of God, and frustrates His grace in the 1ife.

Tt -is guiie probable that God's plan fer your 1ife will be msrred by vou. One shudders
at the very thought that o frail humen being can, and often dees, mar the nlan of God,
The very weskesh of us may thwert His purpeses for our lives if we so desire, BRefusal
to do the will of God is what is wrong with us end with our world. And any who defy.
s will alveys make s mess out of 1ife, It is the highest dignity of life, as well
as the greatest dsnger im 1ife, that we can say "No" %o God, and thus mar His plan
for our lives. Have you refused to do some plece of work which He has given Fou?

Did vou serve Christ wmiil some sin ceme into your life, and you wéere marrved in the
hand of the Potter? Remember that sin is the only thing that mars the vessel of
humen versonality. Sin slwsys mers and defiles. Sin darkens the understending,
perverts the will, sears the comscience, changes the affections, snd hurls resson
from its lofty throne. Sim will leave its mark upen 2 nation, upon 2 church, upon

2 family, or upon an individual.

1. Notions mar the plan of the Divine Potier.

(1) Tasvesel did it.
(2) Egypt did it.
(3) Assyriz did it,

These proud and recalcitrant nations defied the will of God end came to disaster,
defezt, and doonm.

{4) Cur nation is Coing it.
Reverent obedience to the Holy Iaw of God made this nation great. Our ancesiors
were men and women of preyer. They believed the Bible and lived by it. They
magnified obedience te God. They magnified the church., This netion beceme
sreat becsuse of its loyalty to God. Bub fmerica has been getbing prowd,
selfish, self-willed, and rebellions. Should 1% keep on trying to get along
without God, it, too, will sink down to sleep in the cemelery of defeated
pstions. Christianity is the determining factor of any clvilizsiion or nation.

2. Churches mar the plan of the Divine Potter.
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The seven churches of Asia once radiated a gloriouws light which ciloted the
peovle into the right wey. Then they became self-centered and thelr cendlesticks
weres Iemeved Lrom them. Any church that presumes to defy Christ's plan is doomed.
The only safe thing for any church to do is to obey Christ.

3, Pamilies mer the plan of the Divine Potter.
Many families that were great and sirong are now broken, seattered, and going
from bad to worse. UWhen selfishness deminates o family it is doomed to decsy.
Selmlshness means the downfall of its mOQse sor, whether 1t be a nation, 2 church,
?amlly, or an individusl.

4. Individuals mar the plan of the Divine Potter@

(1) Adem ddd it. ,

He thereby brought n znd dissster upon the hwman race,

(2) Pavid aid it, '
His triple transgression of aduliery, murder, and hypoerlsy wrote a terribly
derk chapter in an otherwise noble 1life record.
Samson did ik, -
Seul 4did i%.
Simon TPeter did it.
Johm ¥erk did it.
YMeny of our acquainbances have done it.
Ye have dome it.
411 of us have sinned and come short of the glery of God. God's plan for our
liveg has been thwsrted meny times. Some of His children are on the shelfl
becange gin came inte thelr livee "The vessel wes marred in the hand of
the potter.”
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& Possibilil

Tt is here that we come to the mest glorious truth in this passage. It brings us
mach encouragement. It kindles our hope. It tells us that, even though our lives
have been marred by mistakes, failures, and sins, we nsed not despeir. Marred lives
can be remede, There ig grace sufficient to tzke the worst backslidden Christian
and meke him what he should be. :

Instead of tossing the clay in the marved vessel aslde, the potter started sll over
again, With the seme clay he attempted tc make another vessel as seemed besi to him,
He refused to permit his slkill te be baffled., He intended to glve his idesl reality,
so he worked until the clay tock the desired form., And he worked consiructively,

So does the Divine Potter. God's primery purpose is always te build. If we are te

be Bie fallow-laborers, we must alsc work constructively., Generally epeaking, nothing
requires less of heart and less of braing than merely tc desiroy. A monkey with

some matches can destroy more in sn hour then hundreds of men can buwild in & year.
"Let everything be done with a view to building." Bring your attitudes, your WOTCE
and your efforta to this high test: Will they help to buzld? '

Just as the votter could not mske what he wished with the clay, but did the best he
could with what he had, so is God trying to do His best for us. If we refuse His
best, then He gives us the next best. Even though we have merred His plen, He

gays, "Do not deswair, T will give you ancther chance." Here is the glorious gospel
of Christ, the way of hope, light, and life; the way out of the bogs, themire, and
the night, The statement, "The vessel wes marved," gives us the dark pleture of sin.
The assertion, "He mede it agein another vessel, ™ is the gloriocus news of gpalvation,
Some mey say, "That men is no good. You zre wasting your time on him." Satan geils
people to talk like thst. GCod is shle to msks one into & new ereature. He has
teken the nicces of broken lives and msde them over in meny cases,
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he Jobhok ford He tock Jacob the supplenter, wrestled with him, mede him over,
snd left him as a prince with CGod. He took the broken fragments of Jonsh's 1ife

end mede s different verzon out of him. When Jonsh presched cne sermon & whole city
turned to God, OSimon Peter failed misersbly when the testing hour came, bul Ged
gave him snother chance, znd he becsme the powerful preacher 2t Pentecost. He

has also made us again, Although we have faltered snd sirsyed; He is giving us
another chance. However, it must be stated thel the werred 1ife will never be

what it would have besen had it not been marred. Bul Cod will lake your merred 1ifs,
if you will turn it over to Him, and mske 1t again, and give you another opportunity.
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God has teken the merred lives of millions and msde them agein, snd He wanis to do the
geme for you. Let Him show you what He can do for you and with you. ILet Him show
vou whet He can do for you snd with you. If you will place your life ip His handsg,
and let Him mold 1%, meke 1%, bless it and use 1%, He will make of it something

far beyond snything you could possibly do with it, Hend your life over io Him for
211 the days to ceme. Iet Him have His way with you. Completely surrender to His
Joving will now.

And to those who are willing to sccept Christ sz your Ssviowr, and are desirvous of
walking ih Fis way, we cordizlly invite you to meke your public confession of this
glorious fact by coming to the fromt, while we sing the gimple hymm, which is also 2
prayer:

"Have Thine own wey, lord! Have Thine own wayl
Thou 2rt the Potter;, I am the clay.

¥ould me snd make me After Thy will,

While I sm wailting, Yielded and still.

Hgve Thine owz way, Iord! Have Thine own way!l
Hold o'er my being Absolute awayl

Fill with Thy Spirit Till 21l shall see
Christ only, 2lways, Iiving in melV



