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"The harvest is past, the swrmer is ended, and we are not saved. For the hurt of the
daughter of my people am I hurt: I am black; astonishment hath teken held on me. Is there
no balnm in Gilead; is there ro physician ubere° why then is not the health of the daughter
of my people recovere&?“ Jeremish 2:20-22,

One who prophesies the harvest of sin ig speedily ealled =z "gloomy provhet." No one likes
either & gloomy prophet or a gloomy prospect. DBut winter has to be faced, Jeremish saw
that it was as inevitable in Israel as it was in nature, &nd Judah hed pzssed her summer-
time. For generalions they had sung their naticnal songs. They ssng thet God was in

the midst when it was no longer true. God eamnot be in the midst of an wngodly n=ition.
God will not preserve a perverse nation that forsekes moral and spiriitusl life., How ean
le be in when men rule Him out? If the Jews exbol Jerusslem, and fesr the lord, but serve
other gods, there cen be but one result in the eyes of Jeremish, Other nations will
challenge their beast and put them to the test,

We know how the wintertime came to Judsh. Cthers devastated their land and carried away
the gream of their populace to sing the songs of Zion in & strange land. The propvhets
were branded as anti-patriots because they proclaimed whet they believed te be the truth,
They refused te presch an easy and comfortabla doctrine. They refused to cry "peace®
when danger wag imminent, :

No nation can live that forgets and neglects God and rightecusmess. No nation is preserved
by its glorious past., No nstion can be maintained by the mere fact of material prosperity
or forece of arms. The strength of any nation lies in the moral and religioms character

of its people.

Warned agein and again by Jeremiah of the approaching eaptivity, the people of Judah would
not repent of their sims. They did not have any sense of sin or conviction for it. There
wag no grief over sin. They were unsware of judgment., The truth was mutilated and mis-
rgpregented by those who claimed to be its interpreters.

God's harvésts pass away. Neglected opportunity passes, always. The harvest of youth
passes., The vast majority of the people who ever become Christians were saved in their
youth:; Youth is the best time to be saved. "Remember now thy Creator in the days of thy
youth, while the evil days come not, nor the years draw nigh, when thou shalt say, I have
ne pleasure in them." Eeclesiastes 12:1, Those who harden their hearts and let the years
slip away find the ripest harvest passed and the best opportunities gome. HMost people,
who have been saved, received their salvation when they were young. Not many of those
who let the hervest time of youth go by ever repent of their sins and trust Christ for

salvation.

The harvest of God's special dealing with a simmer passes. Each individuel has special
times of hervest, when it would be easier to be saved than at others.

The harvest of Holy Spirit conviction pssses. The Holy Spirit comviclts a man's consclence
that he i1s a lost sinmer, arcuses him to a sense of his need of a Saviour, shows him that
Christ is the Saviour whom he needs, and urges him to sccept Him. Thank God for the
convlctlng work of the Holy Spirit., But God said, "My Spirit shall not always strive
with man." Gen. 6:3. Do not resist the pleadings of the Holy Spirit. When He convicts
you of sin, makes you feel your need of Christ, end urges you to accept Him, it is time
for you to be saved,

There are just two classes of peopleu—the saved and the unmsaved, You cannot be neutral.
You are either for Christ or against Him, You are either saved cor unsaved, You are
either on the road to heaven or on the road to hell, There is no other road., There is
no middle ground, That is a hard thing to get people to face and see.

We are net here forever, Hith every heartbeat we are going down life's road toward the
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end ef the jowrney, Ybu ought to know where you are going. You ought to know whaf Four
destiny is. You ought to know where you are golng to spend eternmity,

- It is a terrible thing toc be & lost simmer. It is a terrible thing to be lined up against
God. It is a terrible thing to be unssved, It is a terrible thing to go through thls
world, to live to the end of life and then to die without God.

If you have not been borm again, you are lost. You may be & nice sort of fellow, you

may be kind to your wife and family, you may be a good friend, but, if you have not

been born agsin, the only thing between you and hell is a heartbeat. And that is a mighty
little thing to be between you and hell.

If you have Christ as your Saviour, you have everything that is werth having., What is
honor witheut Chrisgt? What is money without Christ? Whet is the world without Christ?
I can't understand why people want to try to get along and get by without Christ., It is
wonderful to be saved. It is wonderful in life., It is wonderful in death,

4 wise person prepares for the inevitable., The fool never prepares for the insvitable,
¥ I mist die, if with every heartbeat I am marching tc the end of the jonrney, Tama
fool not to getl ready.

I'have seer many people die. I have talked with them in their dying hour. I have seen
both old and young go. I have nmever heard any perscn say he was sorry that he was a
Christizn, I have heard them say, "I am sorry that I have sinned., I em sorry that I have
wasted my life.® But not one has said, "I am sorry I sm a Christiaan.® DPeople do net

die like that. - _ '

And some ¢f you asre not saved, even though you have had numerous opportunities to be.

What a tragedy! That iz the saddest thing in the world, to have a chance to be saved and
then turn away frem it. If you had néver had a chanee to be saved, you have one tonight.,
If this is the last chance you will ever have, this one will leave you without sn excuse.

I remind those of you who are not saved that your chances of being saved are passing every
day. You have the poorest chanee to be saved that you have ever had in yowr life. But,
it is also the best chance you will ever have again. HNever again will you have as good

an opportunity to be saved as you have tonight., The first opportunity God gives you is
the best one you will ever have, The last chance is the poorest cme. Don't put this

" matter off! Your last opportunity is coming scmetime. Don't take any risk with the matter
of the destiny of your soul. Every persen who goes to hell simply lets God's harvest lime
pass awsy, has refused the time of opportunity and rejected the eall of mercy, When God's
Spirit spesks to your soul, thet is harvest time fer you.

The state of the unsaved is one of guilt, misery, denger and peril, God's Word gives us
plein instructions concerning the necessity of salvatien, the provisionm of salvation, and
the way of salvation. To bring about our salwvation, Ged has provided gracious seasons
and favorable opportunities for us. By His Spirit He convicts us of sin, reproves us
for our sins, admonishes us to repent of our sins and believe on the Iord Jegus Christ

as our personal Saviour.

Meny are apparently ignorant of their disease, some wilfully so. Many are im love with
their disease far more then they are with the Great Physiclan. So many neglect the seasen
of healing. Many will not submit to the prescription of the €Great Physieisn, Christ.

Gilead is the mountainous region east of Jordan, forming the frontier of the Holy Iland.
This outlying district of Palestine was famous for ite sromatic balsam. It was considered
of great value for wounmds, sores, etc. The balm was & resinous gum which flowed from the
gide of a tree or shrub found on the sunny slopes of Mount Gilead, and it wes counted
very precious. It was regerded as of invalusble efficacy in medieine. The side of the
tree was pierced, and the precious balm then flowed forth, The physicisns of that day
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constantly made use of 1t, and studied the best meens of applying it.

Spesking symbolically, the prophet referred to the balm as 2 means of recovery for the
peovle, and the physiecian as some skilled and powerful deliverer who eould apply the
remedy. The baim is a beaumtiful symbol of Christ. The Mount Gilesd, the tree, the pierced
side, the strean lssuing therce, and ite mighty healing power--these things send our
thoughts to Mount Calvary, the croass, the pierced side of the Saviour, the precious blood,
and the uhguestionsble spiritval hesling might that iz therein. The Seriptures frequently
speak of sin as a disease, and of man &s one whose health needs recovery. The analogies
are obvious., That disesse which hes so troubled you, which hss mesnt such invard friection,
such loss of power, and such loss of joy, the leord Jesus Chrisi is here to take away.

Why is it that you do not lose your heartache, and gel the heeling that Christ wents te
give you? He wants to make you whole. He will do that for you now, if you will repent

of your sin and believe on Him, The Belm of Gilead is freely offered to you in the gospel
of Christ, If yoh are not sgaved, it is strictly yowr own fault, Christ can cure and

seve you on the spot, He will save you now if you will trust Him. Do not wait any longer,



