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A WORD FRCOM THE LORD

"Then Zedekish the king sent, and took him out: and the king asked him
secretly in hig house, and said, Is there any word from the Lord? And

 Jeremiah said, There is: for, said he, thou shalt be delivered imnto the

nand of the king of Babylon.¥ Jeremiah 37:17.

Zedekiah, the King of Judah, had come to a tragic hour. His littie king-
dom was in immediate danger of annihilation. Nebuchadnezgzar; the king
of Ballon, was pounding at the gates of Jerusalem. The doonm of the city
seemed inevitable. As the ungoedly king felt the totteringofl his natiomn,
he suddenly became fearful and worried, and sent for the godly prophet,
Jeremiah, who was impriscned in a dungeon. When the persecuted preacher
arrived at the palace, the King ingquired, "Is there any word from the
Lord?® Without any hestaation Jeremiah replied, "There is.¥

he man who asked this momentous question belonged to the class of solemn
triflers. He came with the right guestion on his lips te the right person,
He came to the man who had a living comnection with God, Yet, we know,
from the way he treated the answer to the guestiom, that he came in the
wrong spirit., He came and asked for the light from hesven, but he did not
make any use of the light after it was given to him.

It is entirely possible for you and me to follow the example of Zedekiah.
What is the spirit in which we come? Do we come in the spirit of Zedekiah,
or in the spiwif in which Sanl of Tarsus tame when he asked, "Lord,; whatl
wilt thou have me to do?" That question indicated that he was ready to take
the step that God asked him to take, regardless of how much it cost. Do we
appreach the Lord with that gpirit and sttitude,.or do we, like Zedekiah,
come wanting to know what the word of the Lerd is, buf gquite unprepared to
act upon such infeormation when it is received. May the Lord help us and keeg
us from trifling with such a solemn guestion as this.

If we look at the words of our text carefully, we shall notice two thingsi- -
I. The Question That Was Asked,

The frightened king asked the fearless prophet, "Is therve any word
fpom the Lord?® Now a prophet is mar e than one who interprets the
coming events by the shadows they cast before them, A prophet is
much more than a man who can foretell when it will rain. A prophet
is a man whe has received a vital message from God and is willimg to
deliver it out of tlhe overflowing fullness of his heari; regardless
of the consequences to himself, A prophet is a man who knows what
God has to say to men and is both willing and able to say it. Jeremiah
the prophet was fearless whether in prison or in the palace, because
he knew that he was standing in the presence of God to Whom he was
persenally and wholly responsible for what he said and did.

4is long as the King had a ray of hope of being able to covercoms, or
of getting help from Egypt, he did not have any inclination to seek
help from the prophet of God. When at last all hope of obtaining
necessary help was gone, he had the prophet brought from prison inte
his presence and secretly sought his assistance; much as a scoffer
secretly opens the Bible and tries to find out what the wend of the
Lord 1s.
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Is there any word that God has to say to us? Does he have something
specific to say to us? What is He wanting to say to ung? Each of us
should ask, "What does God say to me?" %Is three any word from the Lopdi™
T believe that there is a word from the Lord to us today.

I¥. The Answer That Was Given.

How did Jeremiah znswer the guesticn, %Iz there any word from the
Lord?® He replied at once, "There is.? That is always the auswer to
this guestion., There is always a word from ihe Lord, The scrip-
tures are timeless. Here in the Bible is the full and final reve-
lation of God to man, Here is God's last word and His only word.

A1l that God has to say to man is here in His Word. God does not
have anything te add to what He has revealed. And the Bible is
appropriate and up-to=date for every age. The final word of the Lord
was spoken and recorded in the long ago, but until this day it has
a0t been heeded by men,

Pearful that such a message should be one of doom, curious to learn
what it might be, unwilling to heed it when he received it, and hope-
ful that word from the Lord might sanction his own predetermined
course, an anxious king inguired, "Is there any word from the Lord?®
In reply to Zedekiah's question, Jeremish said: "There is: for, said
he, thou shalt be delivered into the hand of the king of Babylon.®
That was an honest, straightferward, blunt, and definite statement.
Even though the fearless prophet told him that he would be handed
over to the king of Babylon, Zedekiazh did not held any grudge againsi
Jereniah for speaking so plainly to him., He did not hold any unking
feelings towards him, but the very opposite.

When Zedekiah asked, "Is there any word frem the Lord?® Jeremiah
did net hesitate to answer, "There is.”t Note that.Jeremiah did not
say, "I'm not sure¥; or "I wish I knew"; or "I think perhaps there
might be some word from the Lord"; or "Does it really matler if

God has anything te ssyt® Jeremiah certainly did not reply, "o,
there's no word from the Lord, for God is dead”; or ®Ged, where is
He?® T really do not know whether He is up there or down here.® There
was nothing like this about the prophet of God; there was no un-
certainty, or hesitancy, or lack of suthority in his reply. Waen
the King asked, "Iz there any word from the Lord?¥ Jeremiah said:
¥here is." There is a very clear and definite word for us teday,

a word from the Lord Himself. ' '

Perhaps nothing is needed more by our generation than a real word

of authority from the Scriptures for our nation. There is a babel
of voices raised in our national thinking today all crying out to be
heard, but only a small percentage want to hear what the Lord has

£0 say to them. There are many similarities between the nation
over which Zedekish reigned and our own nabtion now., In view of the
perplexities of his statemen”and the incompetence of his religious
leaders, King Zedekiah in desperation, and as a last resort; in-
guired if God had anything to say. One could almost wish that our
plight were such that our leaders would be driven to turm from the
opinoins and ploicies of men to sesk counsel from God and to receive
the needed wisdom From Him. :
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There is a solemn word from the Lord for our nation. OUne fairly
trembles for our nation today. God has been sc¢ good and sc graciocus
to us, and has spared us many judgments that have fallen upon other
nations, but in spite of all this sin is rampant on every hand.

His Word and will are being disregarded, there is a godiessness

and a carelessness on the part of the overwhelming majority of our
people, and those who have the power and cpportunity, as well as
responsibility, to do something about gtemaing the tides of evil
that are rising so alarmingly are doing little or nothing in that
direction,

What is the word from the Lord for our nation? Surely, ii is a

word fo warning that judgment must inevitably fall upon us uniess

we turn from our wicked ways and seek His face. Proverbs 14:34 says:
"Righteousness exalteth a nattion: but sin is a reproach to any
people.® Evil brings people low. OF course, this is not the popular
opinion, but is ture just the same. If vou should ask a group what
exalts a nation, you will receive varied answers, Some would say
that might exalts a nation. Others will say that momney is what

does it. It is not might, bur right that exalts a mation. Ancient
Rom had plenty of might, Why, then, do we read #The Decline and
Fall of the Roman EMpire?® Because undsrneath her might there was
unrighteousness and FRome fell to pieces not through lack of might but
through lack of right. Rome rotted away into ruin, as our own nation
is now doing and for the same reason.

Tn 1787 Gibbon listed the causes of the fall of the Roman Empire
as follows:

1. The decline of home life.

2, Higher and higher taxes, with more and more pecple living from
the taxes paid by others.

3. A craze for pleasure and sporits. :

4o Ehe building of a gigaptic army, without thinking of the decadence
of the people.

5. The decay of religion.

Tn the writing of the ancient nations, Matthew Arneld said, "Down
they come, one after another, down they come: and every time for
lack of righteousness,®

Some would say that science exalts a nation. Never of itgelf, Japan
took over to herself all our western sciences and was conguered by
science,

Noes educabtion exalt a nation? Never, of itself, Nazi Germany led
the world in the guest of cultmre and only succeeded in producing

a2 race of cultured barbarians. Here in the United States there
appeared a certeon in Lhe newspapers which showed two convicts talking
together in their cell and one said proudly to the other: "When I

get out of here, you know, I am going to the Upniversity., I am goig

to study and improve myself. And when you're still a common theif,
I'1l be an embezzler,

Does religion exalt a nation? Never, of itselfl, Italy is the home
of one of the numerically great religions of the world, but has that
exalted Italy? No. It is righteousness that exalteth a nation. Ag



- 4 -

righteousness decreases in our nation we are losing our power,
prestige, and popularity. Rightecusness ig the only way out of
cur peesent woes. "Being justified by Taith®, or mad righteous,
we have peace with God.* Righteousness ig the cause; peace is
the effect. Righteocusmess is thr root; peace is the fruit. Peace
is preoduced only by rightecusness. Whereever there is righteous -
ness there is peace, and wherever righteousness is absent peace
%s lacking. Righteousness is the only way to fellowship with God.
‘he supreme need of every perscn is to be right with God.

Is theres any word from the Lord for mach of us personzlly? Of course,
there is, I want fo mention gome of the things the Lord wats to
say te various ones of us. Is there any word from the Lord to thei--

1.

Lt

Young Christians.

Yes; there is., Listen to this word of counsel from I Peter 2:2,
Az newborn babes, desire the sincere milk of the word, that ye
mgy grow thereby.” If you desire and feed upon the milk of the
Word,"” the RBible, you will grow spirituzlly; and this is the
only way in which you can grow., The word of eunsel for every
person who has recently become a Christian is to feed upon the
Tmilk¥, and later upon the "meat™ of the Word of God.

Christians who lack assurmnece,

TWerdly, verily, I say unto you, He that heareth my word, and
beilieveth on him that sent me, hath everlasting 1ife, and shall not
come into condemnation; but is pasassed from death unto Life®.

{John 5:24{(. God not only wants us to be saved, but He also wants

s to be sure,

Backaliders,

A backslider is z disobedient Christian. To all suchGod says:
"Let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteousiiman bis
theughts; and let him return unto the Lord, and he will have mercy
upon him; and to our God, for he will zbundantly pardon”™ {Isaiah
55:6}. If any backslider will forsake the thing that is wrong,
return Lo the Lord, He will welcome, pardon, and restore hime to
the joy of his salvation.

The perplexed and confused.

Is there any word for you in your perplexity asbout that particular
matier for which you are thinking? VYes, There iz a word of direc-
tion in Psalm 37:5, "Commit thy way unte the Lord; trust also in
fdm; and he shall bring it 4o pass.® The Lord aske vou to put
yourself in His hands; your perplexity, your problem, inlHis hands,
and then to trust Him to bring it to pass; that is, bring to pass
all that will be for His glory, yowgood; and the gocdof all others
who are concerned., Why net act upon His word of direction?

gt

he discouraged.

To you whoe are distressed in mind and discouraged God says: "Fear
thou not; for I am with thee: be not dismayed, for I am thy Godj
I will stirengthen thee; yea,; I will help thee; yea, I will :pﬁaié
thee with the right hand of my righteousness® (Isailah 41:10}),
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If you will take this message ®ight into your heart, it wil
hanish discouragement and despair.

The mouPners.

There sre those who have lost their loved ones, Still others
have suffered losses, and have passed through a time of great
testing and triak, For those who mneed comfort There is an
appropriate and helful message in Psalm 50:15, which says,

wCall upon me in the day of trouble: I will ddver thee, and thou

shalt glorify me." What a word that isi
The unsaved,

May I give you the word of invitation found in ilebrews 3:7,
2The Holy Ghost saith, Toeday, if ye will hear his wodece,
harden not your hearts.® The Holy Spirit is now inviting
you to come t¢ the Saviour and Bo put your trust in Him,
thereby avoiding the danger of hardening your heart against
His voice and the scceptance of His lovieg will for you. May
you be given the grace to hear E s word and to do His will,
"Whatsoever he saith unto you, dd it.n



