TEMPTED TO SIN
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James powerfully sketches the natural flstcry of temptations if yielded te and the glory
of vietory if overcome. Here he erphugsizes the blegzing of temptation endured.

Al Ghrlqt?enq have trizls and tempiations. I they are to win a erown, they must do more
than just pass through trisls., The resl hero in 3 beitle nay not be the one who advanced,
but rather the one who stood in the herd place, and fnokg without retreat, the fierce
onslaught of the enemy. Scme sre sweet begause all is tovely around Bhem, but the truly
great ere sweet in the midst of grest trial.

Some are righteous becnuse treated justly, e stalus t remain righteous in the midst
of much wrong, Some do nut £ ' ton every side, but the strong
vemsin pure in spite of (isrce

& Christian is cslled upon %o endure trials for the testiog of his faith, as a chastening
of the lord, to cause him to be humble, or to tesch him to be sympathetic and helpful to
those who are enduring trizls, Dr, Moon of B Brighton, Ingland is an exzmple of the latier
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purpose of trial. He wenmt blind just at a time when he was ready toschieve renown and use-
fulpess in his chosen sphere of lrbor, A% first his blindness embittered him, OF whet
use now were nie capabllities arnd knowledge? He could not use bhem in the dark. Then

the thought came to him that sowsbow he might make it vossible for blind people to read
the Hord of God, This led him to invent tha Moon sbet. As a result, over three
mililon blind people are readi Bible in their nstive tengues. Az with Dr, Moon,

the lLord may send us trials in . that we mey be helipful to others,
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L. Two Things About The Christian's Testings.

1. The present picture.
Verse twelve speake of "enduring temphtation,! and of "when he is tried," This is
the present pleture of the falthful believer, :

{1) How does the y&?lﬁ view this plecture?
The world bemoans ug our let. b is the source of cur itrisls and testings,
under Setan's hand, 3% Inslnuetes that we are tried because we are
forsakern of God, ; z gage in the fote of Jab The devil impugned
Jobls integrity. Tﬁra, urn the permission of fod, the devil laid a heavy

hand en Job. .

The world ssserts that the lot of the saved is & hard one, It save, "They
capnot de anything, go anywhere, or enjoy anything," The Christisn 1life is
decried as one robbed of ﬂauzsfactlow and happiness '

In 211 of this the world forgets that the true seint glories in his present

- gufferings and counts them "all joy." The world knows nothing of the peaece,
the love, or the joy that thrills the heart of every faithful saint, He
sipgs mid his trials and rejoices in the midst of his testings.

(2) How does the Christian view this ploture?
The Christisn views the present trisls and fesiings as blessings in disguise,
He lmows thsi they sre working for him. He knows that they help to strengthen
him, te sstablich him, to perfect him, te setile him.

2. The future picture.
What does James say? "When he is tried, he shall receive the crown of 1ife, which

the Iord hath promized to them that love Him.©

The lot of the Christian is certainly prefershle to that of the simner, both here
ang heresfier,

Iey the blame for your sin where it 1z due, snd thet is on yourself. 4 convietion of
versonal responsibllity and guilt must slways be the first stage of the passage to true
pezece, The first task of the Holy Spirit is te convince the world of sin.

Under the consciouspess of sin and the terror of punishment, we sre 2ll prone to cast
blame sway from ourselves, generslly on other men or on Ssten, but sometimes on God. But,
subtle ag wicked men are, meither they nor Satan can compel us to sin. Ye are free Lo
chooge the evil or ihe good, and it is cur choosing the evil instesd of the gzood that
congtitutes sin. If a poor man becomes dishonest, he blames his poverty. The drunkard
blsmes the assoclstes smong thm.he is thrown, and by whom he has bheen led on from the
vleasant socisl glass to utie wamasement So it is in most cases.
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Things Satan Hates.

He hates the 010?183 of the redeemed In heaven, the finished picture of the righteous,

He hates the SG?TGWS of the dsmned in hell, the finished picture of the wicked.
Is The Author OF 411 Good. Verse 17.

Every cood gift is from God,

We do not have anything evcept that which we have received., Back of every blessing

we enjoy is God, Every blessing is the gift of God,
God is the Father of lights. .

God. never changes,
He is the same yesterday and teday and forever,

Iz The Begetter Of Life., Verse 18.

Saints are sons by the will of God, :

Christians are not saved beczuse they wrought out or sought their own salvation.
Had. God left them alone they never would have been born again., The whole plan
of redemption was wrought cut by Him, Tt ig 2811 enclosed in the will of God.

Saints are gons through the Word of God.
"He begat us with the Word of Truth.! God hes handed to His ministers a Iiving

Hord cgpable of bepetiing life,

Saints take precedence over all of God's crestures.
Iet us rejoice in our poaitiond

Commands That We Be Swift To Eéar, Slow To Spesk, And Slow To Wrath. Verse 19.



