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which desle vwith matlers of deep ond abiding imterest, ham not been resd, studied end
cheyed ag 1t shovld, From our study of 1t topether we home o derive mush nroctiesl
help and perscrsl benefit. _
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The Wreiter, Jomes 1ilme

Yo sosume thet the writer of this Toisile 43 Juows s the brother of our lord, This
remorkable men eimply siyled himeel? here 2z "o servent of Cod and of the Ilovd '
Jesus Thrist,;® ead rejoiced in thet title., ¥He claimed np distinction wdhalever

except thet vhieh the rest of them possessed in substoncs, Ws description of himself
sz "z gervent of God sud of the lovd Jesue Ohriet® {ndicsted thet he worshipved

and served Jesur Christ as his lovd and Yeeter. .

The Readers, Jowmes 1idb,

Jemes wrote $ds letier to hiz fellow counbryien and fellew Thristisns vho were
sazttered in verlous parts of the Gentile world outside of Pelestine, They hed
wooepted Jesuy Christ ss thelr Meesieh, bwt, with their imperfact grasp of the gospel,
they were in scre need of help, I% iz mot ot 21l swrorising thet God through Jomes |
sent g letter to the ssinte vho were ssetteved abrosd and inm such grest mesd of
instruotion and encoursgement ' ‘ '

damms understood the 014 Testeneont and seudhd éﬁﬁg@ﬁ%}g %o inbervret Christienity

wovre fally 6 the Jewish UThristions of hie tise, BHo uresd them te 1lve 99 wocopisncs

vith thelr Christisn wrofession. Most of them seemed %o bo poor, snd to be sufferving
from the selfisimess and oppressicn of those among whom they were lvine. They were
versesuted oo apostates, dyegped before the judmment smestsy imorisomed, denvived of
thelr goods snd tespled to remoumse their feith. They seurht the friendshis of the
world, vere ot strife smong themselves, snd lecking im Ohristisn love, Jomes seught
‘o correst thelr errery snd Yo adwenish them for thelr foilures, o did not sitemmt
te teseh Uhpletiasn deetrine, but tvied to stimulate Christisn living, Vo assumed
the grest truths of the Thristiszn Palih and upen then as o foumdetlion he urped his
readors to Indld the noesssery suversirazoture of scomsistent vworks,

This Ecfstle sugpests some of the tenptetions by which Christisns sre beset, snd
shows hov they may and should live in doye of diceowragement end poreceution. IS
ilg an epiwtle of pracilesl wisdom for perilous times and guides thelr zetiocns vhen
trisls sbound, Tt demende reclity in yeligion., It vebukes 81l shem, pretemse and
hyposrisy, It Insists thet Falth sball be tested by works snd that chercoter musd
porrosvond o profession,

The Bxhortetion, Jemes 112ehs

There is the tome of =n elder brother in thds Bpistle, and we ses it 4n his gtotemant,
Puy brothers.® Thet ves mot 2 perfuncbory phrese with Mum, They were his brethren
by both noture snd grace. The sestiered Tervaslites vers the brethven of Jomen
ecocording to the flegh, but they were also his brothers in Chrlst, ITn the vords
before us, he referred to the latber hinshivn vrimerily. They were asctuslly brothren.
They wers begptten of one Father snd rmewbers of one famiiy. '

Bvidently theee early Jewlsh Christiens hed their shere of trisi. Who, slss, dees
ot have bis pertion? Trisis of suy iind, such ss corthly Josses, bedily affifctions,
domestie sorvous, or spiritual sssenlie ewe peinful in thely netupe, For the vresemt
they are mot Joyousy but grievous,




Jdomes startled his resders by bidding them e "ooumt 1% all o™ when they were
suddenly overvielmed by misfortunes of every possible kind, He 942 nob mesm “het

we ave Lo eourt disaster, to seck for troubley or to demy the reality of vain and
sorrow, bat thet we are to regord a1l of thess asdversities sz teste of faith and ne
& mezne of morel end soiritusl growth, Ye are to rejoice, not beesuse distressse
ceome, bel in view of thelr pessible vesulis. i le not im the trisl Lteelf thet

we are sallsd te rejoice, It iz in the purpese Tor vhich Uof semds them thot us -
are called %o be Joyful, Trials test the reslity, the stesdfestmese snd he strength
of faith, The falth that is tried by them is faith in the wisdom, feithfulness,
love end power of God.  T& 4= foiih in Mis wigdom, eg incsveble of erringy inm Bis
felthfulness, acting in perfect sccordance with Hs premises; in Hig lgve, thet is
unchangingy end in Ws power, vhich is unfpiling, Anything thet 4s 'e11 Jor® hag
nothing in it of regret, ne place for complainings, inything that is "all jey®

is ceriainly something to be soveted epd wol shumped: sought, sud »ol cest away.

The trial of falth worketh natience, I% brings it inte exercise. There cannet bo
sny pationce unloss there hes been trislys Trisls ave neeessary to ite very existense,
They sre the secenes thel call it forth. It 4= by repeated sufferinss that we learn
to besr thew, 1% iz enly in the school of affidction thet the lesson of natience

can be leermed. Iet mot the exerelse of pstience be hindered by any rebellions
wurmuringe or sxpreszions of dissonient,

fod hes grece Tor every trisl vhetever %% eolor, The way %o fuce trials is with
joy in the besrt znd & mulle on the face, Joy in suffering is possinle, as meny

of Godis childven can testify, It iz well to remenber thet ratiemce is ths produst
of trisl, We are not born with = supply of petience. 1% i ziot besbowsd in Pulnesy
upon us et the new birth, We need 2 fresh supply of it deily. But nstience 4a .
gradually wrought in us by the diseiriine ofF euperienses The climex of our trisls
iz our Tull develomment as children of Cod, ‘ -

The Beeds Zumes 135,

Jomes here reminds ua of our need of wisdom, Whe iz it thet does nod feel his leck
of wisdon, at times with painfel intensity? Wledom is more than kmowled ge, 1t fs
wore then meve intelligent apprehension of sermmired knowledge, -Wisdom is for more
than the scowmlztlon of knovledre, Tt 42 the right use of one's appeortunities in
soly living, It iz deing the propsr thing at the right time and 4n Zhe right menners
It is ldving in accord with the will of Gods ' R

Where is wisdom to bs found? James tells @ thet the source of wisdem is fode Soy
when our supply of v¥isdom rune shord, we sre o ask God for nore, vhen we apnly
%o & person for sny fover we went, two things sve always vesuired for cur eneouragensns
in meking the applicstion., They sve ability snd willingness. We never seek vhere

we are swre the needed srticle vampmot be hed, A% the souwres to vhich we ewe dirvested
%o zpply, there is relther went of obility nor lsck of willingnese, Ood ig the Banker
vhose gupply of wisdom never vuns short, Tlike other benkers s He asks no seocurity
#ave the newe of Jesus Chrish. Thet name sives us full evedit at the Penk of Hesven,

Hiow e visdum o be obtained? Jemes swswered, "let him ask of Gode® 1% is e God
thet we 2re dlrected for everyihing, Yo Him the Bible sends us in every tims of
need; for strength inm templetion, for pretestion snd deliversmse in danger, for
wisdom in perplexity, snd for confort in afflietion. This %45 2% cace a duty snd &
vrivilege. S :

*let hinm eek in feith, nothing wavering,¥ sucgests some fmoortent thinea, It sugzests
thet we must not deubb thet God possedses the vwisdom we mo mueh meed, We must not

only believe thsd Tod posseuses 8l wisdom, but thet He bolds 1% for Bs: thet Be ig
interested in our specisl needs; thet He is deeply eonoerned sboul vz, insloeificand
8% We 870, Lt slse sugreste thal ve mmst wobt dowbd Godls gbility to pive us wiefom. W
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not oly baw @ storehouse of wisdon, Tt He is shls and swodous to tiwrs it loose,

s chennels ave not closed, lHowever, dur Talth must be steadfest, "moihing vevering,”
The «Bi1ity end the veadimese to give, and %‘%‘m 1@.‘3&%}:@%}? in gﬁvﬁ&w ere gfﬁ*ﬁ%ﬁ Eﬁ
~the atmﬁw@ﬁ a?s?ﬁ rost cheering *&m&,‘ _



