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In verse twe and three James glves 2 very grephic picture of showing respect to persong.

Scmeone had shown grest respect to a rich men end great disrespect to & poor man. Perhaps
this had happened often, and James mey have seen it take ;lace. Evidentiy rich men did
come into the assembly of Christiens, The faet that Jemes méntions the case in the Toram
of & supposition would indiecate that such cccegions were _rare, As 8 rule, the rich are
not much coneerned about things of the lord., Hot nmany of the rich are willing to humble
themselves and receive uhrmsn &g their Ssvicur.

Aecording to these verses, the standard of excellence among men is a resnect to him thab
hath gsy clothing and disrespect to him that wesrs poor clethknra Those who maintain
this atiitude judge the one in noor clothins as being worthiegs, The f have respeet for

the rich and disrespect for the poor. Clothes may Dbe an lK&l“atiOh of some things hut

one cannot judge character by them, Sometimes s £ilthy soul has 2 bodr b beawtifully eoversed.
Today clothing does net a% a1l indicate that one so hedecked ig an honorable msn. Vealth
is not always obtained in an honorsbly MEDNST o Of course, not all rich are bad any more
than all poor are good. Find: clouhes do not make a person betler or worse.
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James DTCuUTeS the poor man ewbering the asasembly. He b onld heve been faroreé if the
Christians had been Christ-like, The lord Jesus slwave sought out the poor grd needy and
helped them, These Christians should have thought, "Here comes a poor man into the meeting .,
He has & tough time out in the world, so we shall he extra kind to him.," This poor man
had on %umb?e and plein clothing. Iike the rich men with his fine clothing, the poor msn's
clothing made him none the better or nome the worse. A men who can afferd onuy overalls
mey be just as noble end godly as the men dressed in 2 #1000 suit, PBecause Cod does not
accept the outside appssrance for the inmer reality, neither should we. A men is not a
child of the devil because he is rich or poor. It is a tragedy when a church is ashamed
of the poor, for Jesus Christ, our Lord, voTuruarliy became poor for our sskes that we
"through His poveriy might become rich. i

James has no desire to stir the prejudice of one elsss against another, Christisns should
love both rich and poor alike. The royel law of heaven forbids the respect of persons,

Tt is an set of sin end is very injurious to any church in which it exists, Any church
that is controlled by 2 cligue is doomed. & church is only of use when it is opened to
the pecple who need to hear the glorious gospel of Christ,

If wou practice respect of persons, vou CequTﬁmy fail to reflset the divine image, Your
conduet is directly ovposed to the wi £ Him Whom you 2all your heasvenly Father. Church
history proves thet meinly from the c13 g of those vhom the world, according to its standards
of reckoning, counits poor, God in His scvereignity hea chosen men and women to be, through
faith, truly and en@urlnﬁjy rich, and to be heirs of ithe blesgedness and glory of the
heavenly Kingdom. '

Meny secretly prefer outward show to imverd eni r ituslity, and things that ere temporsl

to tblﬂ ye that are eternal. Ths world's way and the Christian way are different. Let us
net be 1lke the world, The wnrlﬂ thinks it the nart of wisdom to loock sharrely to personal
in e*est. Worldiisns have no scruples about taking every sdvantage of others, snd think
it the wise thing to court the favor of the prominent znd the influentisl. A Christisn
need not do these things. If he is wetching oubt for the lord's interests, be csn sazfely

save his own interests in the hands of the lLord.
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"Judges with evil thoughts" has raference o the evil thovughts within the judges who were
showlng respect to the rish and Gesplsing the poor. Ivil thoughtes of greed or pride

prompted them to show resnect of persons,

k% up the cbscure, the lowly znd the DOOT,
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and use then to His glory. When we are rich in
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Jares calls this law, "Theu shalt love thy neighbor as thyself," "the roysl law." Iove
should be the sovereign law of our conduct, and is sovereign sbove all lsws. Iove iz a
law of liberty. When one loves he serves, not because compelled, but willingly.

Verse twelve warns us that we shall be judged both szceording to our words and our deeds.
This judgment will be by the law of liberty. How we acht is the final proof of whst is
in our hearts. It is the fruit on the tree that tells what kind of & tree it iz, Our

words and our actions prove whether or not we really belong te Christ,



