4 MESSAGE ON CARNALITY (CONTINBED)
Jhmeété:Salz

Verse eight emphasizes the importance of prayer. It tells us of the right condition of
life in order to have effective prayer. It says we must have elean hands and a vure
heart in order to enjoy God's presence and nearness,

It is a great privilege to be able to draw nigh to CGod. When we think of His greatness,
His majesty and His holiness, we are mede to wonder that He has any time for us., Because
of the shedding of Christ's blood on the eross, the vilest sinner can now draw nigh te
God. Of course, there must be repentance toward God and trust in the lord Jesus Christ
for salvation. The Spirit of Ged convicis a sinner of his sins and then urges him to
come to the Iord Jesus for forgivenese.

There is nothing the Father delights in more than constant fellowship with His child.

He constantly helds open the door of communion. He loves to hear your voice, Communien
with God is one of the most effective weapons apainst the wiles of Satan. The effects

. of constant communion with the lord asre wmlimited., Compmmion with Him will show itself
in our talk and our walk, Ve will heve pezce in our souls and gladness in owr lives.
We will be effective in our serwvice for the Lord, and be of help to the lerd's people.

To keep near to God ome has sugpested these three rules: Iet the Lord speak te you by
reading His Word for fifteen minutes every day, spesk to the Iord in prayer fifteen

minutes every day, then spezk to someone about the Lord for fifteen minutes each day.

If you do this, there is not much danger of yowr backsliding., When we draw nigh to

God we mast be willing to forsske our sins. He will welcome the vilest sinner for salvation,
but He must have a clean saint for commmion.

Begides cleansing the hands, James ssys pvurifying the heart is necessary for communion
with the lord. The hands speak of external eclesnsing while purifying the heart speaks

of internal cleansing., The thoughits and desires of = man must be elean as well as his
actions. It is like purifying a stream at its source, If the spring is impure, sgo zlso
will be the stream, £&n unclean hesrt will produce unclean actions. 7PIf I regard iniguity
in my heart, the Tord will not hear me.® Psalm 66:18. This verse puts the responsibility
of purifying our hearts upon curselves,

In verse nine the three words, Yafflicted," "mourn™ and "weep" are closely related. They
ail speak of trwe sorrow for sin, PAf{licted® would be better translated ™wretched."

It speaks of an internal feeling of misery. "Mowrn® spesks mwore of a sad ouwbtward appearance.
Wileep™ spezks of the special outilow of tears signifying real serrow.

Have you beern filled with envy? Well might yom be wretched about it. Bave you been
‘striving fer honor, or position or preeminence? If so, it would be good tc mourn. Have

you songht the fellowship of the world? Perhaps you chould do some weeping before the

Iord., God is looking for tears in the syes of those who have dishenored Him and wandered
from Him, Only through self-judgment and confession will there be forgiveness and cleansing.

Many have sinmed against God grievously, and are far from the lord, and yet are langhing
in their sinful conditlon., Thelr laughter should be turnéd to mourring. Iet them beware
lest the Father with His chestening hand change their laughter to mourning.

Jemes agair turns to the subject of humility. He sets forth the only preper attitude

in the words, "Humble yourselves in the sight of the Jord."” How similar His language

is to that recorded by Simon Peter, "Humble yourself therefore under the mighty hand

of God, that He msy ex=lt you in due time." T Pelter 5:6, Hiz langusge ie alse like
that of the Lord Jesus: "He that shall hemble himself shell he exalted.” Matthew 23:12,
The way down is the way up. A& tree must send reots downward vefore it can grow upward.
Sc we must go down in bhumility before the Iord will 1ift us uwp. These early Jewish
Christians were trying to 1ift themselves up instead of humbling themselves before the
lord and waiting for Him to 1ift them wup,
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To hmmble self means to take the low place, This place is to be taken voluntarily as
the word "yourselves" implies, There is no reason to be proud., We were corrupt sinners
and deserved nothing but the wrath of God. FEven now that we are saved we have nothing
of ourselves in which to boast, It is in the sight of the Lord that we are to humble
ourselves; not in the sight of men. Some talk very humbly and try to act very humbly
when some of their fellow Christians axre around, However, this does not count with the
Iord. To realize that we are ever in the presence of the Iord is sure to mske us know
our own insignificance and sinfulness, If we are to be 1ifted, the Lord must do it.

We camnot 1ift ourselves. Our verse says, "He shall 1ift you up." If we really do
humble ourselves in the sight of the Lord, He will 1ift us. If we are humble, He will
1ift us out of sin., If we get into trovble, He will 1ift us out of that too. He will
1ift us out of the snares of this world, He will 1ift us out of danger into safety,
out of degradation inte honor. If cur spirits are downeast, he will 1ift us into joy
and gladness. At last He will 1ift us out of this scene into glory.

Verse éleven returns us to the main sin condemned Ly James, namely, the sin of the tongue.
He says to speak evil of a brother is tc be his judge, and that is the same as spesking
evil of the law and judging the law. This is putiting oneself above the Iord Himself who
is the cpe lawgiver and judge. No deubt there was a grest deal of harsh speaking asbout
and to one another, Their speéch was overly eritical and faultfinding., This uncharitable
spirit is prevalent today, teo. :

Seme seem to think that by speaking évil of others they ralse themselves in the opinion

- of those who listen to them. This is never so. No one likes a hyperéritical, faulit-
finding person, and it is sire to turn back on one's own head in time. To spéak evil
injures three people——the speaker, the one spokér to and the one spoken about. One man
lamented the fact that his chiléren were not saved, His Friend said to him, *I do net
wonder that none of your children are saved, They have hesrd you ariticize the messenger,
so they will not believe the message.” Tt is lofiy opinions of self that cause one to
embark on the path of fewltfinding., If one refrains from evil speaking, he hag won a
great vietory. It 1s far easier to play the part of critic of the law than to be a doer

ef the law.

There are some things about the Lew of Cod upon which we miy dwell with prefit. His laws
are righteous. They are right and just to the last degree, His laws manifest Bis
character. God never demands of another thait which exceeds what He Timself is and does.

His laws are beneficient. They are given because His will ie for ocur good. Fis laws

are two~fold in thelr demands. First, they convey cur duties toward Ged, and second,

they convey our duties toward our fellowmen, His laws drive the breskers of them to

Chriet for pardon. The effect of the law was firet, the sense of sin, and second the
seeking of parden. - The Bible speaks of the Law 2s a schoolmaster which brings us to Christ.

We are not competent to judge properly as our khowledge is limited. We cannot see as
God sees For our knowledge is limited too. We can feither see nor destroy. We have no
right to pardon, nér the power to inflict the penalty. He dlone pronounces accurate
Jjudgment, and He alone has the power to enforee the pemalty.



