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FTHR TONGUE CAN N0 MAN TAMEY

dames 3:-12
Jemes now inﬁraduce g different subject, a%ﬁboaa% if in closely “eia ted to that of faith
end works. He has been writing asboubt a say-so F
Here he takes wp idle talk which does not grsduce anyth%nb@

Menmy things are s=2id shoub the tongue throughout the Bible, This third eha pter of Jomes
lasaic on the tongue., The tongue ssems to be his nrincival subjeet, end he mentions
te sins ip every chepler. Sins of the dongue must hove been very prevalent in James!
days in fact, they sluays have been snd are sc todav, hls portzon.mf the enistle is
espeplally sgsinst those who substitubte words for works. In this, as in other mabters,
Christ is our grest example. His tongue was 2lways conﬁrclled, It wss always a greal
power for good, never evil,

Toplying thet serious abuses of the mrivilege of free speech in the meetings of the church
already exigted, Jemes advised his readers not to sirive to becoms instructors in the
pabklic assemblies of the brethren.

Jegug Christ was the greatest teacher of the ages. Mt freauently He is spoken of as
Tewcher, In the Jewish symagogue teaching was ag vromipeni an element as worship, Teach-
ing received tremendous emphasis in the early churches, There were multitudes oP roving

e

ichers with every sord of ™an' e
necessary. There is no sgcaps from the fact that
learners sre nesded slso. Jomes iz here concerned
appointed teachers. He points owt the fact thed e are serious dengers comnected with
the rash assumption of the position of a2 religious iteucher-—dsngers for those who teks
the pesition of a relisious teacher--fangers for those who take the position and for those
whom they vwndertake to ingtruct.

viblic, Teachers are absolulely
oiing bas to be done, but zome
h irresvonsible, officicus and self-

spense Lo

It is bad when an assembly of Christisns doss net have su??ac%@pt teacbers, bt even worse
when the wrong ones wani to isach. Unfortunstely, some who are gifited to tesch sre not
willing to exercise the tzlent which the lovd has piven them. They are sc cocupied with
other things that they are not willing to take the time to gbudy the YHord; or 1o ssarifice
time, money and pleasure in order to be of serviee o the Ilord snd Hlg erplee

Those who teach have & tremendouvs responsibility. Teople must net be toe espsr Lo teach
what they do not know., The pesrcentage of teachers vhe are incompetent is far oo high.
The Iord will hold each teacher responsible for whai he does end what he teaches., If you
teach the unsaved wrongfully, the Ierd will hold you responsible for their souls. If

you tesch the Iord's people wrongfully, He will hold you responsible for the pitfalls into
which they stumhle. Ewerv teacher ﬂuﬁt ask for wisdom as to vhal snd how Lo teach the
veople, It 1s bad encugh to bresk cne of the least commendments, bul vwhoever does, and
"shall teach men so, shall be called lesst in the kingdom of heawven," Matthew 5:19,

Thase who teseh the Bible mugt have exnerienced the new blrth, have an int
%

with the Lord, have & thorough knovlsdge of the Word, live 2 consiztent Chris
and have sn abllity to imx rt Godls truth. To be = Ggumhen? and God-direcied tescher will
bring great setisfseticn snd reward, but to be s self-appoinbed and flesh-directed teacher

will bring His disspproval at the judgment seat of Christ,

Fa e 5
Halie Ag

fmbe

Baw we 11l often stumble. Thus

Others begides itsachers have pii . Ag J= eavE,
he ineludes himeelf in the category of erring ones, He made no attempt Lo exempt nimeelf,
He reslized that evervone includiny himself etumbled in many things, You mey go through
the UWord of God and pisk out the holiest of wen, but you will not find one of them who
ever cl&imeﬁ,sinlesshperfecﬁion. There were imperfecitions in Jod's cholcest szinis.
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simned, and have commitied iniouity, and heve done wickedly, and have rebelled, sven by
departing from thy precepts and from thy judsments.

The Apostle Psul was 2 man of unim cachable character, and he remarked, "I kmow that in
me there dwelleth no good thing.” While he was not living in sny int enﬁlouﬂT sin, ¥ot,

he realized thait the Ilord saw wi hln im that which was evil, Ve Imow from our own
experlence that ™n many things we 811 offend.”

Speech is the one thing in which we are most likely to stumble. There is nob anyoody
who does not sin with his tongue. Men with their tongues do sin sgsinst God. With their
tongues men sin against their neighbors, In Psalm 106:23 we read of Moses, '™Me spake
unadvisedly with his Iips." Because of this, he was not permitted to lead the children
of Israel into the promised lsnd. Uho knows how offen our line have caused the Iord to
withhold His blessing from usl

It is our responsibility to keep owr tongues in check., In Peslnm 34313 we read, "Eeep
thy tongue from evil, and thy lips from spesking zuild." Ti will be a reel battle to
control the itongue. A& doctor locks st the tongue to judge his patient's heslth, The
tongue is slso 2 guide %o one's spirituzl heslth, A Christisn's spiritusl heslth can
be noted by his talk.

Man is inclined to be very easy on himrelf snd Very hard on others, We should lesrn to

be hard on self but easy on others. One who does not offen in speech iz a mature or
well-rounded Christian. Our Lord Jesus was the only One who could absoluiely control

Hizs tongue. HNothing but grescious words proceeded out of His mouth. Under srest provocastiion
e opened not his mouth.® Isaizh 53.{, "either weg guile found in his mouth: Wheo,

when he was reviled, reviled not agsin.” I Peter 22:23, Oh, that we were men like Him!
James says, if you can conmtrol your tongue, you csn control the whole body. The tongue

ig the most difficult, so if you can contrel thet, you can mester the resi.

We are reminded that the Israelites' chief sin was the wrong use of the tongue. They
compassed the land with their blasphemies against God. When Isalah sew the Lord high

and lifted uwp and His glory filled the Temple, he cried, "Hoe is mel for I em undone;
because I am a men of unclean lips, and T dwell in the midst of 2 people of unclean lins,”
Saul of Tarsus acknowledged that he was 2 blasphemer, and that he spoke continuously

againat the lord.

like nis Lord, James constantly turned to natural objects to illusirete his lessons. In
these verses he used four different objlects to illustrste the lesson of verse twoe., In
verse three we have & bit In the horse's mouith controlling the anim=l. In verse four we
have a helm in the steerman's hand controlling the whole ghip., In verses five and =ix we
have a Jittle fire kindliinz %the whole forest., In verses seven and eight we hesve the
possibiiity of tawing all kinds of animels, but not the fongue.

Although & bit is 2 very small and insignificent thing, it is abscluiel y necessary in
order to contrel a horse. To the bit are atiached reins by which we hold the hovse in
check; znd guide him in the wsy we want him o go. The moment we lose our hold on the
reing, we lose control of the horse. We see a young swuirited horse prancing, chafing under
restriction, anxious %o go, he ceres not whers, He needs checking: he needs guiding, The
bit znd the bridle will deo it. Many a Christisn is 1ike that. Espeeizlly his tongue needs

.

checking, Put the bridle in the hands of the Iord Jesus and ask Him to govern you.

There azre some bils especially made for unruly bhorses. They sre designmed to hurt the Tongue
when he resists the driver's or rider’s pull or the reins. If we rvesist the curdb the

lord puts on our tongues, He will see To it thalt our tongues will hurt us. A4n uvnconitrolled
or unyielded tongue cen and usually does hurt others, but it will slways huri the owner
even more, A ionpgue comtrelled by the Iord can be a great blessing, even 25 2 conirolled
horse can be 2 great help on the Taym, but an unconitroiled tongue esn do & Jot of damage.
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He are also like vessels sailing over the sea of time. It will not always be smooth seiling.
Rough and violent winds ave sure to engulf us at times, Satan ure to tempt us. Trials
end Ttroubles may sweep over us like they did Job. He stood fas ig in egiiﬁy ard did
not charge God foolishly, but he did spesk rashly when he cursed the dsy he was born. If
the tongue is controlled, our whole path will he controlled ae we seil over this ses of
time. 4 single rash stetement msy orevent a great blessing or bring untolsd trouble,
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teersman who has his hand on the helwm of your 1ife? Ack the Iord Jesus to
keep His hend on the wheel, so that He msy sovern vour whole life and ever keep a walch
over your lips. Say what He would have you to say, and do whet He wants you to do.
Jemes turns from discussing the controlled tongue to ome that is uncontroiled., Controlled
it ean do much good, but uncontrolled it can do much harm. The tongue can be a great
power for good or for evil, Sad to say, its natural bent ig toward evil. For this resson
it must be curbed constantly,
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James refers to bossting., Men boast of whet they have dome in the nast, what they sre
doing now, and what they intend to do in the fubturs. The lititle word "IM is the most
used word in the Unglish l=ngusge. Thers iz nothing peovlie like %o telk sbout so mmeh
2g themselves, That fget proves that there is pride in their hesrits. Our Iord hates
boasting. DBecause He does not went amy of it, He completely eliminsted works as a2 means
of salvation. A1l we Have and are and hope To become we owe +to Him,

!..lo

In picturing the dreadfulness of the tongue, James compared it to unchecked fire., A
little fire sets s great forest 211 ablaze. The grest Chicago fire in 1871, which

burned one~third of the city, was sterted by 2 cow kicking over a lantern. Tt destroyed
17,450 bulldings, ceused 250 peovle to perish and 100,000 to be left homeless, & little
fire snd a little talk cen start a terrible conflagration. It is doubiful if anything is
more painful then a burn. Bven a 1little burn can cause great suffering. Even so, a 1itile
word may cause grest pain to some humen heart, It can pierce like 2 sword and eubt like

& razor. Some have been morially wounded by wunkind words. An evil tongue has destroyed
many a2 work for God, Iike fire, uncontrolled speech pains, sezre and ruins,.

In verse seven Jemes tekes another 1llustration from nsture to show the ginfulness of the
tongue. He says that 21l menner of wild snimals may be temed by msn, but not the tongue.

It cam be tamed only by the lord Himself,

Jemes gives a fourfold clsssificetion of these inferior crestures. Firsi, we have the
animals, such as the herses, the lion, ete. Then, we have the birds, such as the eagle
gnd the vulture. Then, there are the creeping things, such as the snake and the scorpion.
Last, we heve the underwater animals, such as the sherk, the eel snd all menner of fish.
Some from each of these classifications have been tamed by man. But "the tongue can no
man tame." There is only One Who can give the wictory over this unruly evil.

It is hard to exaggerate the power of the tongue. Tt is able to sway multitudes for good
or. 111, to stir the wildest passions of men to vncontroliable fury or tc exalt men to ’
the highest emoiions of their natures. The Ttongue can speak words of itenderest love or
of venomous hete. People are more apb to offend in word than in anything else, The
tongue is "full of deadly poison.”™ Tt is like a serpent highly charged with venom, and
from which no cne can extract the fangs, '

With the tongue we bless God. To bless snd praise the Lord is a good thing to do. But,
here James is showing the inconsistency of praising the Lord with one breath and cursing
one's fellowman in the next. The Iord is displeased with and will not accept wership from

& double-tongued person, Neither will others have any reapect for such a one,



