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',ﬁ?@ fight ared wa#, yei ya hgve ooty %aaaua& y@ ask not. Ye asky and-
receive not, because ye ask amﬁﬁsi that ye may tonsume it ag@m y&ﬁr
: 1&&%&; dJamés 412be3. . \ , o

R‘Eﬁ our graviﬁﬁﬁ studies of the ‘theme “Lﬁa&ﬁing ?m—?rayﬁ we have iﬁaﬁn&é

- that prayer is the converse of the lhmen soul with Godj that the elements
- of prayer are adoration; pralse, confession, thanksgivimg, petition, :
u’ﬁﬁdiaaﬁi@ﬁ aned intercessien; and that we should pray because prayer is
specious privilege, & personal éﬁty; pl&ase& ﬁﬁé aﬁﬁ ﬁ?@@ﬁ?@ﬁ 80 maay

.ﬂﬁiéﬁﬁiﬁgﬁ from Him,

gXa 1%&@&&&@ +to yray it is important te bear in mind that @fﬁaﬁtxmas s
i*there gare hindrances to pevailing prayey which cause Cod to withhold
- the gifts which we desire and request.: We are reminded of this by the

-words of William Cowper's well-known hymn; so often sung in ?3&&%?
mﬂﬁtiﬂgﬁ in the. Eard*g chupches. It saysi

ﬂ@h&t varicus hinéraﬁﬂ@s we neet
.. In coming to the mepcy seatl '
Yot who that knows the worth of pes
.But wishes to be often there?

Uppayer makes the darkened ¢loud withdoaw;
Prayver climbs the ladder Jacob Sawy
Gives exercise to falth and love;
Brings %V@??’hl&ﬁ%iﬁg from azboves

"REstralning prayer; we cease to fight;‘ L
Prayer keeps the Christiants smwm bl
And Satan treumbles whea he sees .
The weakest aaiaﬁ uyan his kﬁ&$ﬁ4

*Were half the breath ﬁhatfa VE:W?E
To heaven in supplication sent,

- fur cheerful soung would oftener %@,
Hear what the Loyd has done Topr me®

spent

Unfestunately there is & tendeney to think &f the hindpances to pre-
%¥ailing prayer as béing external rather than internal.- “We—quiekly - -
perceivé hindrances to prayer in the people and ciscumstanges surrounds
dng us, but Tail to see the grestest barriers to blessings from God .
vhich exist in our ¢wn hearts and livee. Most hindrances to prayer
 are strictly of our owh making. TFor this reason the praysr of the
Pealmist should bectme purs. "Search me,; 0 Ceod; and know my hearts
try me; and know my thoughts! And see if there be any wicked way. i
i me, and lead me in the way everlasting® (Psalm 136:23-24)e - . .

How we shall study sonié of the hindrances to prayes; that is, the
thisgs that sre in pur hearts and lives which make it imp&&sibi& far
God to grant our requests. Ve know that Cod wants hs to pray.  ¥We slso

know that Satan does all that he can to keep us from prayiog. ﬁ@ wonid
- pather have ve to do anything else than to praye. Vhat are some of the

hindrances to ?ﬁﬁ?&??




Ip Eeg&acﬁ;

| nYe fight and war; y@% ye &ave nat, ba&aﬁ&a ye aﬁk aﬁgﬁ {J&m@s ézzﬁ}g .
. Praver is often meglected. Do you somotimes wonder why. you sre une
. sueesssful in the thinge which you attempt? Has it ever dawned ﬂyaﬂfg;
you that it is because you have struggled in your own strength and -
failed to pray? Jmmes tells us that we arve deprived of blessings f
. mimply because me do not ask for thﬁm H&W’ﬁif?&?&%ﬁ %hiﬁga,migﬁ%
be if we prayeé moral _ e , : . -

I Mf?mw.

:Laek of intaﬂe&& &egarﬁimg-&yirxﬁuai needs iz ene of the himdraneaﬁ -
to true prayar A strong ﬁﬁﬁiﬂﬁ ba&aﬁ 9aga ﬁéﬁ&ﬁ &f gr&aﬁ mawﬁ iﬁ
«hecessary to effsctive pw@ying‘ -

Xﬁﬁg,iﬁdﬂlamﬂaw

Kf one tr&vala in th@ Grient Be observes ﬁmﬁy temples of gray&w and

" worship. Outside some of the temples are ropes which are attached
to bells: It is belﬁaved,%y those who worshlp there that when they

. pull the ropes and ring the bells that they awgken the gods. Some
af the worshipers barely touch the vopes; others give the rope a
-slight pull. Evidently they do not take seriously the matter of
praying to the gods. Others take hold of the ropes and pull and
pull, as if they would nmever let go. Their tenacity ig indicative
of the earnéstness of thelr desire that the gods should hear and
bless them. Our prayér lives must be characterized by earnestness
ingbead of laziness. Sometimes we ask God for things which we
should do for curselves: We are like the boy who asked his father
to molve his grahiams in arithmetie while he played with his marbles .
o the flsor. For example, we need not pray for hunility., God's
Word says, "If my people, which are called by my name; shall lumble
themselves, and pray; and seek my face, and turn from their wicked
‘waysj then will I hear from heaven; and wﬁii fargiya their sin; and
will heal their land® {II Chromicles 7:114}.. "Humble yvourselves in
the sight of the Lord, and he shall life yﬁu upt {James 4:10)«.

Hmble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand 9? God, that He

may exalt you iﬁ‘ﬁﬁ@ timet {I Petey 536}, - N

:_ﬁany %im@ﬁ when we pray’ﬁﬁ#‘thﬂughtﬁ wandet, We by to Flx ﬁﬁ@‘%ﬁ%ﬁé;
but they do not stay contrelled. This makes preyer diffienlt: We
‘have beett taught to gird up the loins of cur minds, meaning to bind
together the loose ends of our thinking. Ouwr praying will be ii-

- effective ﬂnia£ﬁ=ﬁﬁst?a¢tiam$ aﬁa keyt Ppom the minds ‘

¥ ,:%%%aj;. 7o

What is an idol? An iéﬁi is that wﬁiah & pepson loves more than he
loves God.  God should be the supreme object of pur affections. All
 else must be subondinate te Him. Any pepson or thing that takes from .

- God His ﬁightful supremacy is an idol, whether it be g relative, =
- Friend, possessions, business or service. Idolatry is s snare wﬁx@h _
§e$ﬁ$tailﬁ maﬁy‘@lasﬁxﬂgﬁw Therefore; we seed to guard




The dearest idel ever Ehowns
. Whatfer that idol be,
Help me to tear it from Thy ﬁh@@ﬁﬁg _
And W&?ﬁh&p only Thee% _

Prides

ﬁﬁﬁ@@i&'ﬁ@d will wiot hoar Vaaity, n@xth@? will ﬁhﬁ Almighty pregard
it {Job 35313)+ Men must hwable themselves before Gods They cannet
> into Godts presence with a strut and expect God to hesr and -

. g 2%
Eare

"anﬁw%r. "The Lord is nigh unto them that are of a broken heartj snd

 very dull student in the school of expe

saveth sush as be of a contrite spirit" (Psalm §4118). Pride 48 &
rience, but it iz a great

hindrance 16 prevailing praver. Pride is hataful in the sight of

‘God. It is God Who gives us all thivgs "richly to enjoy.® "What hast

. -;-.«‘1""- 1

‘thou that thou didet not recelve? now if thou didst recedive it, vwhy

dogt thou glovy, as if thou hadst not received it?v (I Corinthians
ét??» Do nob 1@% @?&éﬁ #udn your prayer lifes : ‘

af we stop our ears to the ery of the nﬁ&ﬁy; whon th@y appeal to aa
for help, He will refuse to help us when we cby unto Him. He saidd,
“"Yhost stoppath his ears at the ¢vy of the poor, he also shall ory .
himself, but shall not be heard® (Proverbs 21:13). ®Cive, and it
shall be given unbo youj good measure, pressed down, and shaken

- together,; and rumning ﬁvﬁ#, whall men give inte: your bosen. For ﬁ&%h

the same measure that yve mete withal it shall be measured to you
again® (Inke 6138}, = Here God tells us distinetly that He measuves
put. His benefactions to us in #xactly the sane measure that we mﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁa

out our hbenefactions to others. If we stop our ears at the ocry of

the needy when it is in our power to help, we should not be &urprﬁsaﬁ
when we are tveated in & similar manner. Ko miser is ever mighty in

"‘ prayver. Eﬁ%@ﬁy‘whm is mighty in prayer is ever aiserly. Lack of

it men expe@ﬁ %h&ﬁv prayers to be amﬁa@r@d; they sust be hamgg% enough

of. & husband by a wife, K

liberality is evidence of a lack of spiritual pewer. If mwe get from

Bod, we w&sﬁ give to others.

to pay thedr jJust debts. As loag ae there ik a debt you can pay and
you do not do what CGod réguires sbout such, every prayer you offer Cod
stinks with ﬁi&h@a@sﬁyt Vhen Zaceheus was converted, he sald; “*lowd,
if I have token auny #hin§ fr@m any man by false pocusation I restore

him fourfold® {luke 19:3
IX. B

setive Family Relatiouships.

ﬁaﬁ éx&tinﬁ%iy'$a$$ that a weong btreatmgal of a wife by & husband, @?
aders prayers It simply makes it impossibls
for God to héay aﬁﬁ 3&&@%? the prayers ﬁﬁ'%ﬂﬁ guildy partys

Wlikewisey ye hugbands, dwell with thes gecoding te kﬁmwi@éga, gzﬁaag,
honouyr unte the wife, a8 unto the weaker vessel, and as being heirs N
together of tLhe grace of life} that your prayers bé not hindered®

{x Peter 3370
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Hany times the reason for ﬂﬁa&aﬁayﬁé*yrgyav'ﬁa the defective res
lationship existing %@tw&&& hmsband and wife; parent and c¢hild; -
brothers and aist&rs. Family 1ife ifw_an iﬁpar%ant %ear&ag on the
prayer iifes ‘ g

‘?”ﬁﬁ#ﬁ%

An unforgiving syira% m&k@& i&-&my%ﬁﬁikiﬁ for %@é to answes @rag@rms
In the Sermon on the Hount our Lopd said, "Fer if ve forgive men
thedr trespasses, your heavealy Father will alse forgive your Bub'

if ve Forgive not men their trespasses, peithep will your Father fors
giv@ Tour tw&gpaasasﬁ {Hatthew 6:14«15)s "aAnd when ye stand praying;

sn Unforgivin

_?@rgivay Af y2 have sught against snyj; that your Father also’ which

, m@ in heaven may forgive you your trespasses. But ifF ye do not for-

give, sneither will your Pather whick ie in heaven Forgive your tres

wwméyaaﬁa@ﬂ (Mark 11:125+-26)+ - "If & man say, I love Ged, and hateth his
‘wrother, he i a liar: for he that loveth not his brother vhom he

hath seen, how can he 1@%@ Ged whom he hath net ae&a“ (1 John &iﬁﬁ}&.
How little and trifiing the sins Sihers %ava aﬂmmitﬁ@ﬁ against us fa

- pomparison with the terrible way %e have tredted Godl I7 anybody

harbore oo Snforgiving spirit, he is wasting the time thet he spends.
in prayer. e canmet have any powsr iun prayer until he eliminates
the bitterness from als heorts An usforgliving ﬁgmriﬁ 1@ an in@&rm~
%@antabiﬁ barrier to blessings

4 person cannot be right with Cod who is wrong with his %wm hers

%&iﬁhﬁr pan an unforgiving person be in fellowship with a forgiving
God. Une cannut help but adnire Booker T washiagﬁsn who %&i@, WY
will mot let any man peduce my soul to the level of hatreds® Cod

deals with our prayess aaﬁarﬁingf%a the spirit we show in oup ddiy

livaﬁ toward obhers.

"¥Y$ aﬁk, srid yecaive not, because ya ack amiss, that ve way ﬁ@ﬁﬁam& ‘

it mpon wour lusts® {James £13). A selfish purpbse makes it impossible
for God to answepr our prayers. Dup suprese mobtive in our phayers
shonld not be our pergonal gratification, but that CGod may get glory
to Himself. Whatever we ask of God in prayer should be for the purs

‘pose that Cod may be glorifisd dn giviag it. If we pray selfishly;

we do mot pray submissively. & selfish person can only be puny ig

- prayers Since selfishmess is making sell the gentery no ﬁﬁifiﬁx

person ¢an @xﬁaeﬁ hﬁ %axwigﬁﬁy in prayers

In many instanges God does not anssior prayer becauvee the faiguitiesn

pf His ehildren have destréved their fellowship with lim. In ﬁ&ai&&

59412 we read "Sehold; the Lordts hand is aot shoptenedy that it
cannotl save; coither his ear hesvy, that it caanot hear: But your
snigaities have separated betwesn you and your God, and fﬁ«?-ﬁiﬁﬂ
have hid his Pave frﬁm youy that he will not hear.®

SIF I pegard énigma&y in my héark, the Lovd wiil mot heay me® {?ﬁ&%ﬁ
ﬁﬁ*iﬁﬁam John B Nobt azked;, ¥Has God ever bpen koewn to Loar a
rayer fices & heart in which auy form of inigquity wes delibeeptsly




fostered or fondled or tolerated?”  God will not answer gur prayers
o long as there is conbroversy betwsen ug gnd Hime, 8in in the life
revders prayer ineffective. ©Geod refused to snswer Davidts prayer
 For his sick child becavse he had commitited an abominable sin. e

- had stolen snother's wife, destroyed his home and had him put €o
death. Before God would hear and anewer his prayers David had to
confess his sina and
the Psalmist, “Clasnae thou me Trom seooret faults. Nesp baek thy
sepvant alse from yrasum§%aaﬁ$ sina} lau tham not have éamim&aﬁ %?a?
pay {?ﬁ&lm 1@*12~13¥ : :

“aﬂy E al@asing im Forfaited %gas&&@ of un&%li@gw There are @ﬂﬁlm

=ocouhe doubt before they pray, while they pray and after they pray
Cthat thedr prayervs will have any effect on the natter concerning

cwhdeh they make theiy requests. %and all things, vhatsoever ye.
. shall ask in prayer, believing, ye shall peceive” (Matthew 21:22)s
 FWithout faith it is Impossible to please Him® {Hebrows 11l:6j.

| wPherefore I say unto you, What things sosver ye desire, when ys
pray, believe that yo receive thom; and ve shall have them' {Mark
11824} When we pray we must ask in Falihi. OSome have not because
Lhey ask ﬁﬁﬁw Sthers have nobt because they believe not when they

}H’eﬁ}iﬁf %

repent for thesm. We would do well to pray w&ﬁh'  



