DOERS OF THE WORD

Jemes 121207
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If Christisns would have their Iives saved from the -itfalls of the vorkd, and live worth-
while lives for Cod, they must do two things—-lay seids their filthiness and receive the
Word of God into their bearte. Before the HWord ecan be received and rooted therc must be

a cieansing of the heart, sumewh . need by the removal of all noxious
veeds, We must not forget that the human heart, by are, iz & £ilthy place. Godis
Yord seys, "The hesrt is deceiiful sbove all things and desperately wicked: who can know
it¥" Jevemish 17:9, '
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eld of 511 harmfvl and noxious weeds.

In order to get a good crop the farmer clears his !
or cur ILord, we must have good clean
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scil in which to plant the Word,

4 noxiocus weed that must be gotten out o is "yickedress,” which here mev have the
narrover senge of malice. The precise £ is @n Yeffervescence" of malice. Surely
one far toc often sees this oic%vrr in sctual life, Malice tubbles up and runs over into
word and deed, "The evil men out of the evil tressure in his heert bringeth forth that
wileh is evil.® Inke 6:145. Sur 7 evil rung rieot unless it is checked and taken oub

root &rnd branch,

We are begotien by the Word. The Word of God is Living because it begets 1life. That

which is dead cannot impart life. The egg that produces the chiek must be a fertile ege.
The seed of corn which produces first the shoot, r. the ear, and finelly the full corn
must be a living seed. While other bocks nmey 1m° 2 1ifs, the Bible begets life. The

Word of God never becomes old, never G¢STH565fatBHQ dies nor decays. Its power never fails.
It produces life.  Of all the saved, none have ever come to know the Iord apart from the
wh, but the Bihie begets, "Being born agsain by ths Word

Word of God. FPhilosephy mey instm
of God, that Iliveth and abideth for ever.v

#
The sesme YWord that begebts also ﬁauris’es, bullds un, strengthens and invigorates. When
we negleet the Living Word we are in danger of being swept awsy by the cunning craftiness
of men and by their evil doctrines whereby they try to dece;ve,

Te receive the Word of God is more than just to hesr it., Many hesr it, but never let it
take hold of them., OGod's Word ie & message to man's heart, gc we must let it become s
part of us. As we receive it imto our imnermost beings, 1t will become an sctive working
forece in our Jives. If we will receive this Word wiuh aeen mamility and genuine sub-
wmigsiveness, letting it correct, leach and lead us, we shall become more Spirit-filled end
Christ-like, Those Christians who negiect the Word suffer much spirituslly. They remain
spiritusl babeg 21l their lives. Conwequentlyg they often get strenge and false notions,
and sometimes they are swept away inte Talse cults by the cunning craftiness of men.

With verse twenty-fwo we come to the main theme of this epistle. Alrsady in the sarly
church there were some who profeszed to be Christians whose lives gave very litile evidence
of the reality. Seemingly there were some who thought there was virtus in just hesring
the Word, and thet it did not matier a lot whether or not one cbeyed itf, “uch, James says,
were just deceiving themselves. He proved ﬁhe futiiity of mere listening without sny
effort to put into practice what one hesrs, He knew gquite well the empty ceremonisiism

of the Jews who szid and did not. The "hearers only" did nothing except listen, They
were shirkers instead of workers. .

In verse twenty-iwo we are exhoried tc be "doers of the Word." Doing the Word does not
produce salvation, but it is a characteristic of a2 saved person. 4 mark of childhood is
obedience. Ome who does not obey is either not a child or else he is o very voor ons.,

mvery Sabbath the Jews hed the 014 Testement resd to them in the gynagosue, Thevy placed
eat emphagis % - 3 .
whesis on the importance of attending these services and the value of
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to these resdings. Many seemed %o think that this was their whole religious duty. They
remind us of meny today who think that becsuse they atitend church services once a week
other things do not matiter much. To attend and to heer are of little velue unleszs the
Hord is permitted to work in the hesrt and 1ife., Tt is like scatiering seed on hard ground
where 1t cannot teke root and grow, '

Yany listen to the Word of God preached for years, but are not even saved. They go te
church, but their minds are on the clogk or something else more than on the sermon. When
the meeting is over all they think ahbout is gelting heme. Some of them may say "that J
was a mice sermon,” but immedistely they forget it. Even Christisns listen sttentively
to the Word and siill do not obey it. The purpose of the ¥erd is to bring 1ife to the
simmer through the Saviour, whiech will result in a godly life for the lord,

To deceive others has been 2 common vractice since Sstan deceived Bve in the Carden of
Bden. But this verse of seripture gpeaks of self-deception, which is worse than deceiving
others. Meny believe they are bound for heaven, yet all the while they are on the road
to hell. If eny Christian thinks that Cod is rleagsed with his merely hearing the Word,

he ig sadly deceived znd verribly mistaken,

To be a "doer of the Word" is of the uimost importance, end should be a constant habit
of the child of God. Christians are obligated to make the doing of the Word of God the
main business of their lives, affeeting, penetrating and pervading all obther metters.
He who heers the Word and dosz it not will scon Terzet what he hears., No metier how
wonderful or how precious truth may be, it must be lived out to become effective. He
-who hears the Word and does it not may imagine that he is 231 right, bub such is not the
case, Here God warns His children agzinst being hearers and nothing more,

Being hearers of the Word without acting on it is like pouring water into ‘s sieve. It
goes in one ear and oub the other, Pecple easily acouire itehing ears that delight to be
tickled with some sensstion., The Yord does not teke root in the hearhs of such people,
They deceive themselves, but nobody else, These spiritual gad-abouis, who go from one
revival meeting to ancther, are imoulsive, and lack depbh of purpose and seriousness in
life,

The "doers of the Word" are those who resad, hear, understand, belleve, submit to the
guthority of and are ruled by the Bible.. Their tempers snd lives are regulated by its
precepls. Instead of walking in their own ways, they obey its holy commendments, The
term "doers" is expressive of continusnce.

In connection with this exhortstion, we have a splendid illustretion. A mere hearer is
compared to a person who, after locking at himsslf in a mirror, tekes his depasrture, and
soon forgets the appearance he presented. Such 2 man locks st himself in g wirrer, is
not flattered by what he sees, so he turns away and tries +o forget, ILikewise, msny hear
the Word of God, see their condition, but try To forget what they have seen or try to
meke themselves believe they are not as bad as pletured,

& photograph often flatters a person, bui a mirror gives an accursie reflection, On
that account, Socrates advised young men to carry a mirror. If they were good locking,
they should remind themselves that an ugly 1ife was out of keeving with geod locks, If
they appearance was not &o good, they were told to remember thet handsome zctions offset
ugly looks, Besides showing us every wrinkle in our faces and every gtreak in owvr heir,
the mirror itells us whether we are clean or dirty.

God's Word is like a mirror. In it we can see ocurselves as we are morally and spirituslliy.
Meny do not like the Bible for this reason. Their moral visage is not so good, so they

‘do not like the mirror that reveals this to them. To 2 person whe dzres to behold himself
in it, it will show him 21l his wesknesses, failures and sing. It will show how filthy

he is apd how badly he needs clesnsing. Men may flatter us, but this mirror, without an
avology, will show exectly what we are in God's sight, Therefore, let us use this wonderful
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mirror with conscientious snd loving diligence. ILat us cbhserve ourselives carefully in
this mirror, see vwherein we come shori, straightway mrcuaeé to correct the metter, and
continve to walk in the right way.

It 38 a2 marvelous thing for Christisns to look into the law of liberty, to enmter it and

te continue thersin., It is not only a maiter of looking, but of contiauing: of seeing,

put of living: of knowing, but of doing. The Holy Spirit anmvxly paeges from the expression
"doers of the Word" to "dosrs of the work” in v » twenby-iive, Doing the Word and doing
the work are linked indissolubly. Fe who is a deor of the Werd ig of necessity z dosr of
the work. 4ny doer of the work, who ig not also a deer of the Word, will certainly mske

a terrible mess of the work. Lny doing of the work thait is not based on obsdience io

the Word iz sure to fail. The praciice of the Word of God, rather than s mere glancing

atl the mirror and chatitering aboul what was seen, ig whal really counts

This expressicon, "If any msn among vou seem to be religious,” ss recorded in verse twenly-
six, is very suggestive. According to 1t, there is 2 »eligion that is counterfeit. It

is not counterfeli io the extent thst 21l wen ecast it off as such. I% has appearsnces of
being gemmine, Bubt, 2 seeming veligion is a vain one,

A religion whichk dees not curb and govern the btongue is worthiess. The tongue is here
regarded 25 an upruly horse that nesds to be comirolled with bit snd bridle. DBy nsture
ite eourse is wild and &estrucVX#@, rmke thet of a spirited horse withoul a bridle,
Bridling the tongue ig sn excellent itest of veal Christianity. He who has suflicient
graces to accemplish this Giffiewlit ssk is to be commended and sppreciated., The Iord
w111 not hold us guiltless for epaagin words which should be left unsaid.,

In verase twentye-seven Jemes gives us twe very practical tesis of gemuine religion. One

is mercy towsrd the suffering or achtive love o the needy. True rellgion mpst express
itself in action. The other test is to keep onemelf unsgoﬁ ted from the stain of the world.
Thig world is corrupt snd defiling. While we ave in it, we are Lo keep ourselves alcof
from its pollutions. ' ' '



