MRLIS COF SALVATION®

And in that day thow shalt say, 0 Iord, T will »raise thee: though thou wast angry with

me, thine anger is turned awsy, and thou comfortedst me. Behold, God is my salvation; I
will trust, and not be afraid: for the lord Jehovsh iz my strength and my song: he also

isg become my salvation. Therefore with Joy shall ye draw water oult of the wells of salvatien.
Isaiah 12:1-3,

God's Word is & spiritual bock. Mamy things in it, which seem to be just plain faelts of
history, are deeply typical and have fer-reaching ﬂnwr;?ua? meaning., In fact, we cannot
understand and appreciate the Bible unisss we keep in wind the typical character of much

of its contents. Those who see gsogravhical bouﬁdﬁrimsf historical incidents and grammetical
constructions, without seeing at the seme time the soiritual meaning of these things, miss
the message of the Bible,

Take the wells of the 01d Testamerti. ¥ach one has z typieal meaning. Whevrever Abraham
went he dug a well and gave it = nsme. This was beczuze vwater is one of the essentisls of
1life and wells are practically the only way to get weter in that dry country. A man
cannot live without water.

Because water is so essential to hemsn 1ife, the divine writers have made it typical of
gpirditual life, Christ used thip figure in His converssiion with the Samaritan woman when

He said, "Bul whosoever drinketh of the water that I shell glve him shall never thirst; but
the water that I shall give him shell be in him & well of water epringing up into everlasting

1ife.”" John 4:14,

Isaigh, the great Messianic prophet, used this figwe in his pealm of pralse and assurance.
"Behold, God is my salvation; I will trust, and not be afraid: Ffor the lord Jehovah is my
strength and wmy song: he also is b@comp ny sqlv tion. Therefore with joy ghall ye draw
water oul of the wells of salveticn.® Isaish 12:7.3,

This evidently refers te the experience of the children of Israzel at Rephidim. That scene
is familisr to us. The Israelites were in the wilderness murmuring against Moses on account
the lack of water, and the lawsiver, being at his wit's end as to what to do with his
troublesome subjects, took his asnyieties to God, and pot for an answer the command to take
with him the elders of Israel and his miracle-working rod, and to go to the reck, "and the
Iord shall stand upon the rock hefore thee there, and the water shall flow forth." It was
not the rock, nor the rod, nor ihses snd the elders, but the presence of God that brought

forth the refreshing streanm,

Thaet this ineident was in Isaiah's mind when he wrote owpr text is very clear to anybhody

who will observe that it cccurs in the middle of = song of praise, which corresponds to the
song of the Israelites at the Red Ses af'ter the destruction of Pharaok's forceas. It is part
of a great prophecy in which he described God's fulture bleseings and mereies under images
constantly drawn from the Egyplian bondsge and the Erodus in the desert,

Isalah closed the eleventh chapter of %is prophecy with a reference to the deliverance of
the nation from the oppression of Egyptian bondage. Then, he opemed his twelfth chapter
with a burst of cong becsuse of that deliverance,

Yhat does this sweeb, joyful znd exuiiarnt singer find in God? Thinking of God as a persomality
Isaiah emphasized the fact thet He was & vital forese in human 1ife. Of Him Isaiah said three

things.

First, "God is my sslvation.” How extraordinarily rich snd comprehensgive is this term!
A7l that one neede ig included in this besutiful and wonderful word. The Iord's fulness
and nen's needs are encircled in this rich word.
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Second, "God is my strength." Here is the sdeguate resource for 211 of our needs. We

have a right to associate strength with the One Who is almighty in power. We nmight also
notice that Isaiah is saying more than "God is strength." He is saying, "Cod is my strength,”
and this possessive pronoun chsnges everything., The personzl note reminds us of our union
with the Father, It is God Who is our strength., And that is the primery and fundamental
need of our lives. Iife without strengbh lacks vitzl force., Have you not heard sick people
say, "If only I could ger back my strength!" There ils 1life, but, alas, the needed strength

is lacking, end there is no force, 4 mind may be finely constructed, but it is productless
without executive strength, So it is ir the spiritusl realm, the fundemental reguisite is
strength. '

Te Cod we must look for the impartation of strength in order that the force of character

nay endow life with the necessary intensity, decision and aim. Without this strength of
character, Christian life lacks vital force. Thus, we need for our wesknesses to be trans-
Tormed through the possession of and dependence upen our resource, which lg CGod our strength.
Dr. Horatius Bonar, in realized weakness, expressed this in a verse of that besutiful hymn.

"1 have no other help but Thine: mnor do T need
Another arm save Thine fo lean upon;

It is enough, my Iord, enoush indeed:
My strergih ds in Thy night, Thy might alone.”

It is in God's might alone that we hsve true strengih of love, will, motive, aim and
achievement. To carry on in dally life we need God's strength, What dreariness, drudgery
and disappoinitment there are in livegl DPower ig reeded to walk with unfaltering sten the
Jong lsne that never seems to have & turning; to rise wp with determination and face and
Tight the battles of 1ife. We zlro need the power to go up. As we travel along 1life's
road, there are many hills of dlfficuliy to overcome, and we need strength to climb,

Third, "od is my song.” The life of a Christian is rot only to be characterized by strength,
but alse by song. God is the happiest being in the universe because He is perfect and can
and does do so much good to and for others. His happiness He can and doeg share with His
own, Might must march to music, and fulness of shrength will issume in fulness of song.

The heavenly hermony does not blend music with melsncholy. ILife holds for us many a

gsorrow, but mmderneath -and above iz the unguencheble gorng. The Lord is my song., HWhen the
love of God is in the hesrt, the song of God will bes on the lips., When God is the glory

of our salvation and our strength, God will be the subject of our song.

I. The ¥Wellis 6f Salvation.,

The plural is used hers becanse God is 28 many wellsg In the sense that He ig inexhaunstible.
Salvation has ite origin in the depths of God's own neture. It wells up out of His love

“and is not drawn forth by enything in us, but flows out freely from His own gracious,
loving hesrt. His love ever sireams out by sn energy within, like the sun vhose bezms
travel through dark distances, not becasuse they asre drawn by the esrth, but because of
thelr own inherent impulse.

Since God is the foumtain of salvetion, then the essence of salvation musi be His
gomuunication of Himself to us. In order that the waler of salvation mey be made available
to us, the wells of salvation must be in the field of our own experience, This is the
reason God sent Christ, Tis only begotten Son, into the world and opened up to us the
fountain of eternal 1ife. After He came He said, "If any man ithirst, let him come unto

Me and drink.” As He stood by the brink of Jacob's well, He svoke to the women of

Samaria and said, "If thou knewest the gift of Cod, and who it is that saith to thee,

Give me to drink: thou wouldest have asgked of him, and he would have given thee living
“water.' Johm 4:10. Christ zlso said to her, "But vhosoever drinketh of the water that

T shall give him shall never thirst; but the water thet I shell give him shell be in
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him a well of water suringing up inte everlasting life." John 4:14.

Think of the extraordinsry claims involved in these worde. Christ plents Himself over
against the entire human race and claims that e can satisfy every thirst of every -
soul through all the ages. Fvery craving of hesrt and mind, all longings for love and
wisdom, purity and joy, strength and guidance, Fe claims to be able to satisfy. FHe is
the only source, the perennial source and the inevhaustible source of sslvation. He
is the fountain that never runs dry though the ages vass. Wells, you know, are treated
in contrast with cisterns, which orly store the drainsge of the ground. Wells are fed
from springs and storehouges treasured in the heart of the earth. Salvation is not
like & man-made cistern, whichk only holds a Iimited quantiiy and is ant to feil in the
supreme hour of need., The blessings of the gosnel mey be compared to water on account
of their refreshing propertiees, their purifyins influence, their adaptation to all men
These waters imvsrt strenpth te the worker, courage to

and their necessity to life, 7
the timid, refreshment to ths wesry, satisfaction t¢ the thirsty and joy to the mourner.

The Drawing Out Of These Wells Cf Salvation.

People have given meny answers to the guestion, "If God ve the fountain of salvation,
how are we to get the water? Pumne and devices of all sorts have heen tried. There
has been much weary working of srms at the pump hendles and much jangling of buckets
bat neothing brouwght wp. The werds of the Samsritan woman are itrue when spplied fo all
who try in any way to procure szlvetion throuy orts of their own: "Sir, thou hast
nothing to draw with, and the well is deep,” there is no need for all this profit-
less vork, The well of salvetion is an srtesisn one that needs no machinery to raise
the water, but only pitchers to receive it., To brust Christ is ieo draw the walter of
1ife from the well of salvation. Faith is the chsnnel through which Godfs salvation
comes to each thirsty soul. ‘ '

A

People never approprizte this blessing until they are impelled by a sense of need, It
was their sense of need that made the blind men ery oubt with such earnestness and
perseverance, "Jesus, thou Son of Dsvid, have mercy on us.” The rejecters of Christ
and galvation are those who have never felt their need of a Saviour. Men need to be
taught that they are sinners and in great need of salvation, .

The Joy Of Those Who Draw From The Wells Of Salvation.

This text vortrays an interesting picture. It is full of the atmosphere and spirit of
Fastern -1ife; the cheery talk and the ringing laughier arcund the village well, where
lingered the shepherds and various other people from the village,

Salvation unfolde into joy. There is in it forgiveness and companionship with God and
Christ., Christians are independent of externals, possessing thet which no change can
affect and of whichk nothing can deprive us. How different are the fleeting joys of earth
when men resort to their broken cisterns that can hold no water!

On a small island off the coast of Arabia in the Persian Gulf, there is perhaps the largest
well in the world, It is a deep basin sixiy-six by one himdred and twenty feet, There
has been much discussion as to the source of the water thet constantly £ills this great
well. The waber cannot come from the island nor from the sea around it, The only

source seems to be the mountalns in the distance. The water from the rain and snow
falling on these mountaing sinks into the ground and, finding a strata of sand deep

in the earth, runs under the sea and comes up in this well on the island.

This is a splendid illustration of the wells of salvation, whose waters of 1ife have
their source in the hills from whence cometh our strength and, flowing through the
gtrata of God's grace, burst to the surface of human 1ife in Jesus Christ, the great
well of all mercy and love and redemption, '
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The ILord and lover of your soul is calling to you now, as He did to the men of Hig
generation, and saying, "If any men thirst, let him come unto me and drink." To you
He says, "Iet hiw that is athirst come, and whosoever will, let him teke the water of
life freely.”

"1 heard the voice of Jesus say,
Behold, I freely give

The living water, thirsty one;
Stoop dowvn, and drink, and live.

"I came to Jesus; and I érank
Of thet life-giving streams
My thirst was quenched,

My soul revived,

ind now I live in himi®




