THE SUFFERING SAVIOBR

"But he was wounded for our tramsgressions, he wes bruised for oumr imiquitiess the chastise-
ment of our peace was upon him: and with his stripes we sre healsd, A1l we like sheep

have gone astray; we have turned every one to his owm wey:; and the Tord hath laid on him

the inmiquity of ms all. Fe was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he opened not his
mouth: bhe is brought as a lswb to the zlaughter, snd as & sheep before her shearers is

dumb, so he openeth not his mouth." Isalah 57%:5.7.

Tsajah has told us that Christ was "A Man of Sorrows.” Think for a moment of His exquisite
moral sensitiveness in a world of gin. Think of His tender sympathies in a world of serrow.
He was "acquainted with grief.® rot in onre specisl ferm, but in all its spheres, that He
might be a Brether born for adversity. He hed daily fellowship with grief, not passing
through its transient experiences, but familier with it as the companion of His life.

Cur text tells us that the Som of fod was "wounded.® AI1 wounds are not the same, Some

are not serious; they are only surface wounds and heal guickly. BEven if they are inflicted
by hostile hands and maliecious imtent, they cause wut temporary pain and inconvenience,

and within a short time every trace of them has @iﬁawﬁeared. Other wounds are far mere
serious. They are deadly. They are inflicted with the purpose that they might kiil., Before
death comes, the victim often #uTfers exerucisting pain and agony. Many people seem to

take delight in the suffering of their fellowmer. While putting others to death, they first
gubject them vo extreme toriturs.

The Hebrew word here translated “wounded® literally mesns pierced through with a sword or
some sharp weapon. There is a provhetic refersnce here to the rainful wounds which our
Iord Jesus received at the time of Hig crHCifi%Lan» "Ho dovbt this expression refers te
the cruel piercing of Hig hands by the nails of the oross ond of His side by the Roman
svear. We kvnow that His evenies inflicted uwpon Him mortal wemmds. Crucifixion as it was
practiced in the days of Christ was & mest brutal form of punishment. Think of His stripped
form laid dowm on the cresuy His srme stretehed ovt on the crossbeams, and at the center
of the open pelms a huge iron reil driven throush the flesh imto the woed. But these were
not His only wounds. Think of *he crown of thovns. Thirk of the lacerations produced by
the scourging. Think of “he bruital ireatment Fe received at the hamds of the soldiers,
Then add to all of this the wounds of soul ezused by the scorn and ridicule of His enemies,
the rejection of Him by His cwn people and the condemmstion of Him by the Roman government.

Devout Christians are moved deeply as they reflect on the bitter suffering of their Saviour.
Others remain unaffected when His sufferings sre described. They remain cold and wmmoved.

Can we think of owr Saviour's wounds without being moved? Can we remain cold and indifferent
ag we stand before Calvary's erosz? Can we think of Him being "wounded for our transgressions”
and remain wpaffected? :

This text tells us that Christ was Phruised for our inigquities.” A1l bruises are not the
same. Some bruises are only on the outside. The word which is used here means that Christ
wag cruthed under the assaults of the enemy. Sc brutal were their attacks that His body
was crushed and broken., He was not merely wounded, but He was crushed for cur iniguities.
He was bruised and broken on accourt of our sins. His 1ife was crushed out under the weight
of omr debt.

"The chastisement of our peace was upon Him." OChastisement is usually administered in

love, to correct a person. Tarents oftentimes have teo correct their children, Christ did
not need suy correction. Whal Christ bore in our bebalf was punishment. His sufferings

were penal. He bore the pen&ity of sin., A1l punishment is not the same. It is not always
the samwe im severity. It is not szlwsys the same in form. It is rot always the same in
purpese, HNo pupishment could ever hsve been more severe than that of Christ. "he punishment
which brings us peace wes vwon Him,” The purvese of the punishment which He bore was to

bring us peace.
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This word "peace! can be understood in two senses., In the marrower sense it means the
opposite of emmity. Fallen people and the offasnded fod were at enmity., Christ has brought
us peace, He has restored the right relatiomshin. TFe made reconeilistion. But, this
reconciliation is the foundation of so many other blessings, Peace brings with it vrosverity
and havpiness, In a wider semse, peace with Cod zives us the joy of forgiveness, the faver
of the Lord, the zift of His Spirit and the assurance of eternhal 1ife. The word Meace,
therefore, can be taken to imelude &11 the bleselings, temporal and eternal, which we enjoy.
‘Horeover, it is well to remind you that all of these are the fruit of Christls suffering

ang death.

"With His stripes we are healed.” He was not only beaten, but scourged. The scourging

~ left "the stripemarks" on His back. He willingly submitted His back to His enemies. Fe
could have destroyed them, had ¥e so desired., He wlllingly gave His back to the smiters.

Be permitted the cruel scourging. ¥Fade of leather cords, which were weighted with jagged
pieces of bone and metal, the scourge was almost as bad as the cross, Many a victim fainted
under this form of punishment end frequently died from it. "With His stripes we are hesled,t
-~ Healing cannot be found elsewhere. Christ's wounding and our healing go together., Wounding,
bruising and chastising were known by Him once in order that healing might be known by

us now and forever.

In verse six we have a striking confession of sin. It says, "All we like sheep have gone
astray.® That is an humble sckmowledgment before God of our departure from Him and our
wilfulness in pursuing our own &inful ways. The universality of departure from God and

the universality of the depraviity of men are both teught here, Originally men was innocent,
but he did not contimue in that state very long. Tempted and overcome by Satan, he dis-
obeyed God and brought ruin vpen himself and his posterity. We, his offepring, have
followed his sad example and gone azstray.

A11 have gone astray inm their thoughts. They have forgothtesn the CGod Who formed them.

They forgot Mis being and verfections: His presence and providence; and His goodness, mercy
and troth. They forget their dependence on Him and their obligetion to leve and obey Him.
Many, in all nations, have gone astrszy from God in their affections. People have gone

astray in their conduet. They are nrowd, self-wilied, covetoms and deceitful. There is

- not a command of God which they de not break, a vromise which they do net slight or a threaten-
ing which they do fiot despise. "There is no man that sinmeth not.® TAIl have simmed and

come short of the glory of God.® "Iff we say thet we have no sin, we deceive curselves and

the truth is not inm us." 411 have withheld from Cod that which is Mg due and reserved

for themselves what was not theirs to keep.

411 have gone astray by choice. If Satan cowld make us sin, it would not be sin, A1l

he can do 1z to lead us to the water, so to speak. It is for ue to drink or not, as we
choose. Oalan cannot make ug sin. It would not be sin if he could. If we asre compelled
or forced to do it, then God would not hold it sgainst us. We have gone astray by personal
choice. We know what God wants us to be, but we conseiously and deliberately want to be
something else. We know what God wantes us to do, but we deliberately cheose to do the
wrong, when it is His will that we do the right. :

"A1l we like sheep have gone astray.” There is something pathetic and yet very painful
about that simile., The likeness of men te sheep is veferred to freguently in the Seriptures.
The particnlar thing which is referred to irn this verse is the tendency of sheep to go
astray.

One characteristic of sheep is imitativeness, the disvosition to do just what another does.
One sheep will follow another without any hesitation. When one starts, the others follow
in a procession. Regarding the disposition to imitate, peovle are like sheep. Children
are that way. There is the rage for thls and for that. What one has, others must have:
what one does, others must do. Tt is the same way with grown folk., They mmst keep up with
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one another. We see it im the fashionms, styles, hebits, customs and deeds. This ‘tendeney
to imitate would be a good thing if we always followed the right kind of leadership: but
our disposition is to go astray, tc follow after snd to be influenced by an evil examnle.

& second characteristic of sheep is obstinacy. It takes s good fence to keep sheep within
bounds, or it takes a shepherd!s constant attention to do so. Some are very headstrong.
They are determined to go where they ought not *to go and to do what they ought not to do.
The same things are true of veople,

4 third characteristic of sheep is that they are exceedingly helpless and dependent creatures.
4 couvnle of dogs freguenily attack a large fleék of sheep =t night, stampede them, chase
them, tear several of them to pieces and ki1l them, The reason is that Ehe sheep are

so helpless and defenseless, when expesed to thelr devouring ememiés, The helplessness

of a sheep is evident by its inability to £ind its way back whén it gets lost. Yom can

take a dog away from home, and it will find its wéaye back. You ean take a cat away, and

it will find its way back. But, a sheep is so foolish and helpless that it just wanders

and wanders, and then, when it discovers its plight, it still lscks the ability to return.

Every human being is born in sin. Condemnation rests upon every individmal who has not

been saved by the Iord Jesuws Christ. Han is in a wilderness and needs a way owt., He is

in prison and needs a liberator. Ee is in slavery and needs an emancipetor. He is in chains
and needs his shackles broken. Christ Jesus iz the way out of this wilderness, the liberator
from prison, the emancipator from &lavery and the One Who can break sin's chains. No ome
can ever be saved apart from His precious bloed.

"Whet can wash away my sin?
Hothing but the bloed of Jesus:
Whet can make me whole again?
Nothing but the blood of Jesus."

We camnot imagine what it would meesn if man had to bear his own guilt. God ip His infinite
wisdom and love has found a better way. It is clearly pointed out im the words of owr

text: M"hnd the Iord hath leid on Him the iniguity of us all." Thus God devised the way

of escape for sin-burdened humanity. Christ toolk the suffering upon Himself vicariously.

The righteous God laid wpon Him the imioguity of ws 211, and appointed Christ as our Subsiitute.
He loaded the tremendous weight of our sin upon Christ., On the cross Christ paid the penalty
for our sins, healed the wounds of humanity and reconciled rebellicus simmers unte God.

Chriet's suffering was vicarious and voluntary. BHe was led to the glaughter, but He went
willingly. While thus humbling Himself, He opened not His mowth. He was s silent sufferer
as well as a willing one. "As a sheep before her shearers is dumb, so Fe openeth not His
mouth.” He was oppressed and treated cruelly, but He did not resist or offer any complainb,
Through all the bitter conflict, He maintained His sublime and majestic gilence: and by

Bis silence He proved His greatness and glory as the Son of God. .

fl saw one hanging on a tree,
In agony and blood;

He fixed His languid eyes on me,
Ag near His cross I stoed.

"Sure, mever, till my latest hreath,
Can I forget that look:

It seemed to charge me with His death
Though net a word He spoke.
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"My consclence felt am! owned the guilt,
And vlunged me in despair:
I say my sgins His blood had spilt’
4nd helped to mail Him there.

Malas! T krew not what I d8id,—-
But now my tears are wvain;

Where shall my trembling soul be hid?
For I the Ierd had glain.

"A second look He gave, which said,
'T freely all forgive:

This bleod is for the ransom peid,
I died that thou mayest live.!

1L was for me, upon a tree
He died in agony,

And now I give my 1ife to live,
For Him VWho disd for me.”



