THE ANSWER

¥4e shall nob £ail ... $ill he have set judgment in the earth.” Isaiah h2:h.

Ours is a bewildered world. Wan gropes his way through mist end fog. Froplems cenfront
him on every hand, for which he vainly seeks solution. Yexing questions assail him,

for which he finds no answer. He fails in his guest because he seeks in the wrong
direction. There is but one answer to his needs, to the whole world's needs; and thai
is Jesus Christ who died and rose again and who is at the right hand of the Father, from
whence He shall Wappear the second time without sin unto salvation.m

We are hearing much about failure: political failure, social failure, and religious
failure. Without God, man is always a failure. ¥hen men turn from Him who is the
Fountain of Living Water, there is no water. All other fountains are failing fountains.
£11 other cisterns are broken cisterns that cen hold no water.

. When John the Baptist introduced Jesus to ‘the world, he declared Fim to be egual to 21l

its needs; and Jesus has lived up to that introduction. Everything else may go te pisces,
but He shall not fail. His Person will not fail. Hebrews 13:8. He is the same kind,
considerate, loving, long-suffering, faithful and forgiving Saviocur as He was when He
was upon the earth. His Promises will not fail. There is a promise for every condition
and cirzumstance in life. His Power will not fail. His Provision will not fail. When
we are where the Lord wanis us, and doing what He bids us, He will provide for us.

There is but one panacea for this world's ills, and that is Christ crucified, risen,
and coming again. There is but one answer to humanity's needs, and that answer is
Christ. Thers has never been a time since the tragedy in Eden that, in what is termed
“ihe world," Satan has not been its god. It was through the old degeiver that sin
entered into the wbrld; and he is deceiving still. Through political deception, mad °
mernt went forth to rape the world. Only out of the politics of despotism could have
come that tyrempy which refused to recognize the soverelgnty of God and the rights of
man, that resulted in the disaster of war which afflicted the whole world.

Teday this world faces anew the contest between paganism and Christianity, the saianic
effort of chacs to supplant Christian order. Back of all this are the moral and reli-
ious deceptions that have captured so much of present-day thinking and out of which

have grown the God-defying, man-glorifying spirit which has put Christianity on the
defensive apainst a brutal and sensual materialism that is undertaking to overrun the
world. '

While there is chaotic thinking, chaotic action will follow. The "mew philosophy® --
which is not new a2t 211 but is as old as paganism whose child it is — would turn sin
into saintliness and make us believe all is right that popular sentiment decrees, no

matter how inherently wrong it is. This philosophy claims that what 1s wrong in one

generation is right in another generation, according to the sentiment of the times.

Out of this vain philosophy has come the depréved doctrine of humanism, the gisﬁ of
wh%ch,is: "Follow your natural inclinations and do as you please. Be your own moralist
and let the code of Christian morality go hang.® Out of this doctrine of demons has

grown 2 code of morals that is our civiligation'$-shame. Sin is sin, no matter how

dressed up, and "sin, when it is finished, bringeth forth death.
Jesus Christ Is The ONE Answer For A Time Like This. |

He is the answer to the world's need politieally, morally, socially, economically,
and religiously; the Christ of the virgin birth, the victorious life, risen from the
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dead asnd exalied at the Father's right hand, to whom is given 21l power in heaven and
on earth. For humanity's ills He is the panacea.

1. Three things sum up the world's need and find their answer in Christ Jesuse.

(1) The World needs a Tezcher.
gall the roll of the great teachers of all time, and Jesus Christ overtops the
iist. When Eis enemies undertock to trep Him in His words, seeking wherewith
to accuse Him, they acknowledged their defeat, saying: Never man spake like
this man.® _ - :

Their verdict is the verdict of history. If His teachings were accepted, every
guestion that troubles mankind would be settled, every problem seolved. In the
political worlds, wars would cease, His golden rule put inte practice wonld
settle all race questions, stop cless seeking vantage againsi class, etc. The
world's philcsophy is, "Every man for himself, and the devil take the hindermost.®
Out of that false concept of 1life grows strife and conflict that disrupt society
and set nation against nation, and man ageinst man. Instead of peace there is
strife, and instead of constructivepess there is confusion, and instead of plenty
there are want and famine.

Weigh Chrisi's tezchings in the balances of history, and they are never found
weniing. What vnspeskable folly for men to try to pet rid of Jesus Christi "He
shall not fail.® He will ®set judgment in the earth.® He and His holy religion
constitute the only savory influence and preserving power civilization has.

The apostles of the modern paganism, after their attempt to rob the world of the
Christian faith, offer nothing in its place. They lead their followers into a
blind alley and leave them there. They take away the hungry man's bread and
give him a stone. Men not only need the teachings of Jesus; they cannot live

as they ought without them. '

{2) The World needs an Example.
fall the roll of history's greait, and none can measure up te Him, His equal is
not to be found in Buddhs, Confucius, Mchammed, Madam Blavatsky, or Mrs. Iddy,
nor in any of the prepagandists of new religions ancient or modern. Not cne
of them can stand clese inspection. Even a pagan governor could not find any
favlt in Christ. TFriend and foe proclaim Him the one and only model.

In no word Jesus ever spoke, or step He ever tock, or move He ever made, can
menkind go wrong in following Him. Civilization's ill-fitting clothes are such
because the cleth has been cut by the wrong pattern. HMen in blindness may see
in the Man of Galilee a failure. God in His wisdom has declared that ¥He shall
not fail.® Richard Yigtson Gilder said:

If Jesus Christ 1s a man, ~=
And only & man, -- I say

That of 811 mankind T cleave to Him, '
And to Him will T cleave alway.

If Jesus Christ is a God, ==
And the only God, -~ I swear
T w11l follow Him through heaven and hell,
The earth, the sea, and the air!
(3) The World needs a Saviour.
¥Thou shalt call His name Jesus, for He shall save His people from their sins,.®
That sin is here, there is no room for argument. It is here in all its ugliness
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" and deadliness, in spite of the polite phrases invented by man to explain it
away. In spite of the wrecking of homes, destroying of youth, debauchery and
crime, they say there is nothing in it that is bad enough to be alarmed about.

This smoothing-over-sin disposition of ocur times is the fruit of humanism that
has developed into a cult. In their self-sufficiency, men have come to feel
that they have no perticular need for God; that the good life is not dependent
upon the one called Jesus., The result is a world of moral chaos. Redemption
by the bleoed of Christ is sin's only remedy. A Church house in Norway has s
lamb carved in marble on its steeple. While working on that steeple a workman
fell. A flock of sheep was passing, and the workmsn fell on g young sheep.

Tt was crushed to death, but his life was saved. Our sins fell on Jesus, the
TLamb of God. He was crushed to death, but by His death we are saved.

II. Sin Plunged The Ragce Into The Need That Brought Jesus Into The World,

L

There is no minimizing God's attitude toward sin.
%The soul that sinneth, it shall die.® UThe wages of sin is death.® God will jJudge
ine M.... uehold the Judge staendeth before the door He will punish sin.

Frequently in travelling from one country to another, inspectors will board the train
and inguire if the travellers have any contraband. Then they go through the baggage
to see if the travellers are in the elear. Sin is not carried into hesven. TWhen
you come to the crossing, will you be in the clear?

®e need to be on guard against the 1n51dloasness of sin.

utanley told of the Wambute dwarfs in Africa, a deadly, dreaded, warlike tribe. They
fought with poisoned arrows that would kill an elephant, let alone a man, and the
poison was made from homey. Well may we beware of the honeyed sweetness of sin!

It sings with the voice of the sucking dove, while it strikes with the peison of the
adder. It is like the vampire that fans the sleeping victim with its wings while it
sucks away his blood. It is like the Arab's camel; first its nose is in the tent snd
then its whole body.

‘Viece is =z monster of so frightful mien,
As to be hated needs but to be seen;
Yot seen too oft, familiar with her face,
We first endure, then pity, then embrace.

There is the certainty of punishment for sin.

Be not deceived; God is not moecked: for whatsosver a man soweth, that shall he alsc
reap.® The law is irrevocable. The reaocing is in kind of the sowing, and in greater
guantity than the sowing.

TII. Every Man's Need Is Voiced In the Exhortation Of John The Baptist: "Behold the Lamb of
God, which taketh away the sin of the world.® '

1.

To behold Him is to love Him.

Anvihing less than cuwr love is an insult to the love wherewith He has loved us. Love
is the only coin with which we can repay love. How can & son repay his mother for
going down into the shadows to give him life; for caring for his infant days of help-
lessnessy for bearing with his faults and loving him back from his wanderings, save
by the bestowal of his own love upom her? We preach the gospel to get lost souls de
see the Saviour and fall in love with Him. HMay the Holy Spirit help us to so preach
Christ that lost souls may see Him as Ythe fairest among ten thousand® and bestow
upon Him their lovel
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To behold Him is to realize one's need of Him. :

Te do not see ourselves as we are till we see ourselves in the light of what

Christ is. Then we are Fthe chief of sinners.® Weakness is revealed In the light
of Fis strength. Impurity is revealed in The light of His purity. We had not known
ourselves as sinners, had our sins not been revealed by His righteocusness.

To behold Him is to believe on Him.
When one believes on Christ, he finds in Him the Forgiver of sins, the Cleanser
from sin, the Saviomr and Keeper of the soul, and he trusts 2ll to Him.

May I ask you the pointed question, Have you found Jesus to be the snswer to all your
problems? - If not, then come to Him now. He is the answer.



