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"Who hath believed our report? and to vhom is the zrm of the Iord revealed? For he shall
grow up before him as a terder nlant, and as a reot out of a dry ground: he hath ne form
nor comeliness; and when we chell see him, thére is no beaufy that e showld desire him.

He is despised and rejected of men; s man of sorrows, and scoueinled with grief: and

we hid as it were our faces from him; he was desvised, and we ezteemed him not, Surely

he hath borne our griefls, and carried our sorrews: yet we did esteem him stricken, smitten
of Ged, and afflieted.™ Isaish 53:l4.

¥When we come to the fifty-third chapter of Isaiah, we snter, as onme writer has said, "the
Holy of holies of 01d Testament nrophecy, that ssecred chamber whetein is pictired ané
foretold the sufférings of Craist and the glory which should follow.? It is certainly
one of the greatest chapters in the 0ld Testement, If Isaish is the Fvangelist of the
01ld Testament, then here we have the heart of his Gospel.

This chapter was writtem more thsn seven hundred yesrs belore Christ was on earth, but
it depicts His sufferings with the nminvbest aceurazey. It also predicts His triumph and
His glory. :

In the opening words of this chapter Isalah foretells the unbelief of the Jews at the
tige cf_Christ!s birtb, In their unbeiief dJesus Christ was not attractive te then.

Christ wes not atiractive smd erpesliing to them becsuse of His lowly origin. "For he

eghall grow up before him as a tender plant, and as & root oul of dry ground." Christ

Jegus did not come into the world with greabt splender end glory, Yike an earthly king,

but like a tender plant and like a root out of dry ground. FHe came from the royal house

of David, but that house had been striveed of its Flory. It was like "dry ground¥ whieh
gave no promise for the future, znd Jesus of Nazareth wss bmit a root out of this dry ground.
e grew up before God as a tender plant. God's eye wes upon Him, and He guarded and

tended Him,

Christ did not appeal to them becsvse of His wvnattractive form. Note what they say about
this. "He hath no form rnor comeliness; and when we see Fim, there ig ne beauty that we
ghould desive Hinm." Christ dicd not heve any regsl pomb or splendor. He did not live

in a gorgeous mangion or palace. He was not endowed with riches or glory. As far as

His appearance was concerned, there was nothing in Him to atiract the eyes of the world.
Ho deubt our Saviour by reason of Hig perfeet charecter and His deep spirituality had

a wincomeness and beauty ané majesty ail IHis own. Bubt the werld did not see this, becsuse
it did not have any spiritusl discermment. He had no beawby that the world showld desire
Him. He was not their ideal. They ureferred Barsbhas. In Christ was perfect beauty

and divine majesty, but they perceived them not.

Churist did not appeal to them becsuse He was wnpopular. People did not 1ike Him. They
treated Him with the greatest scorn snd cruelty. They practically estracized Him, They
banished Him from social felleowshin. They counted Him as among the eombcast. They classified
Hin with the offscouring of seciety.

e iz despised and rejected of nen." Thkis is a sumery of the biegravhy of our lerd

ag recorded by the four Evengeliste. His very fivst hours on esrth may be ciled as proof

ef its correctness. Ho place conld be found for Him even in an inn. His 1ife was one

of poverty. Scorn and insult followed ™n vwherever He went. His 1ife closed amid eircumstance:
of uwnepeskable igneminy. In most places whither He went, seversl men and women flecked

%o kesr HEin., The common people heard Him gladly. Bui His itruth wes not soprehended and

loved, DMNeither did large punbers become His true disciples, He was rejected of men.

How do people today despise snd reject Christ? His glorious Person is no longer exvosed
to the physical outrages of men. Uis precious body can no longer be scourged, He can
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no longer be buffeted by eruel hands. HNo more can men spit upon His face. WHo more

can & crown of eruel thorns be plaited for His holy head, Thers is no eross waiting for
Him. But, people still despise Christ. They deepise Him by denying His authority,
breaking His commendmenis and defyins His expressed will. He has a right to our love
and cbedience, He has a Tourfold «lzim wpon us., "There is thée clailm of creation. There
is the claim of preservation. There is the eclaim of redempbtion., There is the claim of
ownership., Therefore, He is emtitled to be enthroned =z the lord of all.

To despise and reject Christ is sn expression of the basest ipgratitude. God has given

you life, God has surrounded you with all the bounties of His prace. God has been petient,
merciful and leng-suffering with you. God sent His own Son teo the cross to die for your
gins. How anybody can despise mercies like that is hard to understand.

For a littie while let us dwell oz the title, ™A Mam of Sorrows." It certainly calls

our attention to the aciual manhood of Christ. "He mede himself of no reputation, and
took upon him the form of a servani, snd was made in the likeness of men: And being found
in Tashien as @ man, he humbled kimself, and beeame obedieht unte death, even the death
of the cross® (Philipnians 2:7-8), ¥o was & man with hsnds Full 6f blessing, eyes wet
with tears of pily, Iips overflowing with Jove and a heert melting with tendermess. He

is the only COne te whom this title properly belongs; *he only One who may wear it as a
crown upon Higs brow, inasmuch es His sorrows do Him hisher honmor than the most conspieuous
success ever conferred on & mere humen being,

This title, "Man of Sorrows,® was given to cur Lerd Jésug Christ to indieate the constaney
of Mis afflictions. He changed His place of abode, buit He always lodged with sorrow.
Sorrow wove His swaddling bands, énd sorrvow spun His vinding sheet, Born im a stable,
serrow received Him, and only on the cross at His lasst breath did serrow pert with Him.
His disciples might forsake Him, tut Hiz sorrows would not leave Him., He was often alomnse,
but never without a grief. From the howur of His bartism in the Jordan River until His
death on the cross, He was "A Man of Sorrows.”

All of the sufferings of the body and of the soul were lmovn to Him. He experienced

the sorrow ef poverty. Oh, you who are in want, yewr peveriy is not as gbjiect ag Hie,

for He had not where to lay His head; bul you have some humble roof to shelier you. Among
the most bititer of His sorrows were those whieh were somnected with His work., He came

a5 the Messiah sent from God on 2z mission of love, snd men rejected His claims. When

He went to the town of Nazsreth im which He had been reared and made it kmown as to Whom
He was, they wanted to cast Him headlong frem the brow of the hill,

Christ bore the sorrow 6f loneliness., There are three kinds of loneliness. First, there
is the Joneliness of solitvde. Solitude is not always a hardship; sometimes it is a great
blessing, and doubtless Christ found it so on various occasions. After a busy dsy, He
freguently withdrew into the mountains to spend the mnight alone. Second, there is the
loneliness of character. Tt makes a person feel isolated although he is in the midst

of others. Our Savicur knew such lomeliness. He was so different from those about Him
in His desires, purvoses, hopes, yearnings and aspirations that He was a sirdnger im

this world. ¥o one understoed Him. Even His mother failed to comprehend the full
significance of His mission. Flg diseinles were vnsble to uwrderstand the meaning of His
saecrifice, Third, there is the leneliness of shame.  Job furnishes a vivid vleture of
this kind of suffering. Through no fault of his cwn, Job suffered reverses, losses and
afflictions. Dispossessed of everything, be was deserted by his femily and his friends.
People passed him with averted lock and cruel judgment. Even his wife wished that he
were dead. So terrible was his suffering that peor Job eried out: FMy soul is weary

of my life." There is no leneliness so painful as that of shame, and no man ever endured
gsuch shawe as did our blessed Iord. In that terrible night of anguish, when God laid

on Him "the iniquity of us 811, " both His foes and His friends "forsook Him and fled.™

People charged Christ with every erime which their malice coumld suggest. There was net
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a word He spoke but what they would have been glad to wrest it; not a doctrine but what
they wanted ‘o misrepresent it, Mo matter what Be said, they found something about it
to use against Him. 4nd, all the while He was doing nothing bwt seeking their advantage
in every way. When He condemned their sins, it wes becsuse they were so injurious, but
His zeal against sin was always temvered with love for the souls of men. There was
never a man so full of good-will toward others whe received such disgraceful treatment
from those whom he served,

His sorrows increased as His ministry extended. UHe preached, but men would not believe
what He said; so, "He was grieved for the hardaess of their hearts. # He went about doing
good, bub they took up stones with whick to strike Him., They grieved His heart when they
could not injure His body. He pleaded with them snd plaintively declared Hie love for
thenm, but received from them a flendish and remerseless hotred, His sorréw was not due
merely to the fact that they injured Mim, but that they destroyed themselves.

Christ bore the Sorrew of unregqumited love. "He came unio his own,"and his own received
bim not.” Observe that sad picture in Matthew 23, where the Seviour is standing, looking
over the Holy City and erying, "0 Jerusslem, Jerusalem....how oftem would I have gathered
thy children together, even as a hen gathereth her chickens under her wings, and ye would
not!t Referring to the same imeident, Ivke says, YAnd wher he was come aear, he beheld
the city, and wept over it." There ﬁe bed fed the wnoor, healed the sick, sought the lest
and went about doing good, but the peorlie had refused to hearken.

Christ's sorrow came from various sources. One vas the failure of s best friends to
understand and appreciate Him. A&ncther was the freilty and evén the treachery of His
diseiples. One of the disciples grieved Bis splrit by distinet demial, and another
pierced His heart by open treachery. &till another sourece of serrow was the malignity
of His enemies. Ain additional source was the rejection of the people. He was rejected
of men.

From the beginning, up there in the Nazareth home, Christ Jesus had learned to keep company
with the shadows. Many times, while He was comnecited with the carnenter shop, the curious
glances of Hls relatives and fellow-citizens, so uncomprehending, had left a wound in

fiis heart. Once they had uttered the tsunt, "He iz becide himself,"™ but long before

that the reproving glances of their eves had been zg shafts to pilerce His soul.

Finally, let us follow Him to the Garden of Gethsermme. Here we mmst tread seftly becaunse
this is no place for casual saunter or mere tourist curiesity. Iet us walk as on tip-toe,
as though we were stealing in silence into a holy wlace, for Getheemane is not like any
other olive grove. There the gentle foctfall of the Son of God was heard. Once on the
ecool pight air there came the most poignant of all cries as He prayed, "0 My Father, if
it be possible, let this cup pass from me: nevertheless not as I will, but as then wilt.”
There in the Garden, One who had come to £ill 1ife Ffull with joy tasted to the bvitter
dregs the cup of sorrow. Then, they arrested Him and at last nailed Him teo the cross

on Calvary's hill, where He died for our sins.



