- ' | SOWING AND REAPING

"Be net decelived: God is not mocked: for whatsecever a man soweth, that shzll he
also reap. For he that seoweth to his flesh shall of the flesh reap corruption; but
he thet soweth to the Spirit shell of the Spirit reap life everlasking.”

Galstians 6:7-8, .

That the hearers of the Vord were obligated to support the ministry of the Word was
insisted upon egein and again by Paul, even though he seldom asserted his own -
claims. Here he is intimeting that selfish, unsympathetic, and unjust deslings with
ministers of the gospel cannot but result in e harvest of spiritual meagerness and
leanness. Om the other hand, genercus dealings with religious leaders will result
in the spiritual growth and enrichment of the Christisn community. As teo this he
admonished the Galatian Christisns not to deceive themselves. ¥We should remember
that there are three ways by which vecple ere deceived. OSome deceive themselves;
some are deceived by others; and still others are deceived by Satan. Hence, the
timely exhortation, "Be not decelved.”

Thege Christians ipn Galatis seemed to believe that the law of ecszuse and effeet in the
world of morals does not work slways. Bul, this law had been stated in the Old
Testament. Job had declared: MAccording as I have seen, they that plow iniguity,
and sow wickedness, resp the same." Job 4:8, The same truth was set ferth in
Proverbs: "He that soweth indgunity shall resp vanity." 22:8. Hosea preached the
same doctrine: 'For they have sown the wind, and they shsll resp the whirlwind." 8:7.
The Gelatians were not ignorant of these teschings of the Old Testament, nor were
they ignorant of the facts of experience and cbserveation. Fe matter hou mach they
might try, they could not defly successfully such a divinely esteblished law.

Between the natural world and the spirituwal world there is the closest anslogy--sn
analogy which the sacred writers have turned to excellent account in emphasizing the
operation of natural law in the spiritual reelm. This is what Paul is doing in our
text. Fe is selzing upon & vrinciple Imown snd recognized in the reslm of the tem- .
porel and the seen, and is projecting it with all of its inevitable certsinty inte
the realm of the eternal and the umseen as the postulate of moral responsibility.
Among all snslogies that may be traced between the humsn mind and the course of ex-
ternal nature norne is, perhaps, more str&klng or nmore easily understood than that of
sowing and reaping..

fur text opens with a caution: “Stop dece1ving yourselves; God is not mecked.” This
construction is the present imperative in a prehibition which forbids the continu-
ance of an action presently going on. The word "mocked?® ecmes from the Greek
"mukterize”, mesning "to dilate the nostrils,® "to turn wp the nose,” "to ridicule,”
- Mo igmore," or "to sneer.” The thought which Paul is trying to press home is that
it is foolish to think that onme can thwart the divine law, ard out-wit God by reap-
ing & harvest different from that which a person has sown. "Stop leading yourselves
astray. God is rot being out-witted and evadeé for whatever a men is in the habit
of sowing, this alsc will he reap.”

This text applies te an indlvidual, a family, & church, a state, or a nation., There-
fore, let none be deceived. let an individuel, & eommumlty, or a nation hate

rightecusness and love iniquity, end

¥The' the mills of the gods grind slewly,
They grind exceedingly small;

Tho! with patience He stends waiting,
With exactness grinds FHe all.”
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But friends, listen: "Whatscever a man soweth, that,” just thet, exaetly that, and

- nothing else, "shall he alsco reap.” Monmy things we kmow are irue because they are
in the Bible, but if we did not have the Bible we womid know thet this verse is

true. It is being fulfilled daily before ouwr very eyes. Hothing is eny clearer than
this~-that we cannot reap without a previous sowing; that we cemnot resp what nor
vhere we have noi sown. "God is nolt mocked;" nor will Fe be, Men may deceive them-
selves, and others, with excuses and false sppearances, but they cannot deceive God,
who knows their heartes as well as thelr worldly substance.

Some things sbout sowing are selfwevident, When & man sows!— .
I. He Expects To Reap.

If a farmer went on sowing and never reaped, you would ssy that he was a f£it
subjeet for the lunatic asylum. In both the natural and the spiritusl world,
he who sows does so with the confident expectation of two things--first, that
there shall be a harvest, and second, that he shall reap it. The law of cause
and effect is axiomatic.

"It is amazing that rational neople should deceive themselves in matiers that
concern thelr everlasting interest. It is infinitely more astonishing that in
this so-called scientific, philosophical, and psychclogical age men should dew
lude themselves so far as to fancy they can impose upon God Himself, or moek
Him and escape with impunity.

This law of the harvest ie fapiliar, It is a law about which no ore should ever
have the slightest doubt. A man should not deceive himself, much less can he
with impunity deceive God by mensging to escape the consequences of his acts.
‘When a men attempts to aveid the results of his own sctioms, he is really show-
ing such contempt for God. It is utterly impossible for a man to escape the
harvest which springs from the seeds which his own deeds have sown. Moffati
introduces & note of freshness in his tremslation of this passage, B¥eke no
mlstake. A man reaps just what he sows."

Man is always looking forwsrd to the time when he will reap. A ynung man serves
an apprenticeship to some trade or profession for yesrs, looking forwsrd to the
time when his reputation and fortume will be msde, A young man studies law for
years, snticipating the time when his clients will be mmerous. A medical stu-
dent works hard for years, looking forward to the dsy when he will receive his
diploma and start his earrings.

We are constantly and ceaselessly sowing. We are sowing Physically in the care
or the abuse of our bodies. We are sowing mentslly in the training or the neg-
lect of our minds, in the filling of them with the things that are worthwhile
or with fanecies, fantasies or figures that will rise uwp to haunt us. We are
sowing morally in the thoughts that we think, in the literature that we resd, in
the places to which we go, and in the smusements that we follow. We are most of
all sowing spiritually, sowing in prayer or lack of it, sowing in the study of
the Bible or the lack of it, sowing in attendance upon the service of the house
of the lord or in our neglect of them, sowing in our ebedience or disebedience
“to the gulding impulses of the Holy Spirit. We sow by thinking, or by failing
to think. We sow by‘belng, or by failing to be. WUe sow by doing, or by fail-
ing to do. : :
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II, He Expects To Reap The Seme Kind Of Seed That He Sews.

A Parmer decides what his hervest will be by the seed which he sows in the spring-
time. He who sows barley does not expect oats. He who sows oabe does not expeet
to reap wheat. He who sows turnips does not expect to reap potatoes. Every in-
telligent farmer expects to reap what he sows. FEe knows that the quantity of
the harvest will depend on some things that are beyond his control; for example,
the amount of rain and swmshine will have something to do with that, But whether
the harvest be grest or small, the guality of it he decides when he determines
what shall be sown. This anslogy helds geod in the spiritual world. Ven may
sometimes wish he had sown differently: he msy wish the seeds could be changed
in the ground; he may wish the harvest could come up of guite another sort, But
all the wishing in the world won't alter things as they sre. It is impossible

te trick or to cheat God.

It does not matter whether God writes His laws in nature or in the seriptures,
they cannot be violated with impunity. To seek first the kingdom of God is to
have all things added te you. To jump inte the Kiagara River is to be carried .
over the falls. To take fire into your besem is to be burned. You cemnot touch
piteh without being soiled. This is a truth to think about. "Whatsoever a man
seweth, thatt--just tkat and nothing else--"shall he alse reap,”

Anne of Austria said to Cardinel Richelieun, "Hy lord Cardinal, ome thing you seem
to have forgotten. God is a sure paymaster. He mey not pay at the end of every
week or month or yeer, but I charge you to remember that He pays in the end,”
There is nothing arbitrary here. You are privileged to sow as you please; God
simply sees to it that nothing interferes with the harvest.

You might as well try te deceive God by painting a few pebbles from the beach
and plenting them for peach seeds, expecting first the sprout and then the tree
end then the lusciocus fruit, as to live a painted life and expect God to mis-
take sin for holiness and to reward you with the blessing of the rightecus.
Emerson once sald, "Punishment is a fruit thst, unsuspected, ripens within the
flower that conceals it." That is only & bit more polite and rhetoricsl way of
saying what the old colored woman said when asked, "Where de they get the 8ulw
phur for the fires of hell?® She replied, "Never you mind, somny, you earry youwr
cwn sulphur with you." - : _

‘We all reap just what we sow. Sow wheet, and you will reap wheat. OSow tares,
and you will reap tares, and troubles, and tears besides. We reap what we sow
in our own lives, We reap what we sow in our eduecation. Many & persom has
wished he now had the opportunity he once had at getting an educetion, finding
himself limited for life by the neglect of earlier years. We reap what we sow
in our businesses. We reap what we sow in our children. We reap what we sow
in our friends. No thought, no word, and no deed of man ever dies. The sower
shall be a reaper, Whatever a man sows in deeds that shall he also reap. Sow
sympathy and you will resp love. Sow tenderness to the man wounded by the way-
side, and you will reap tenderness when angels stoop down to bind wp your owan
broken heart. Ome cannot do another an injury without paying for it. A promi-
nent sechool man gave an unfair decision when judging a debate, Without a
single comment one of the debaters removed him from important pesition. It deces
not pay anyone to do wrong. On two adjoining farms were owners who did not get
along well. One night a young men from the other farm took a sack of Johnson
grass seed and scattered it over his neighbor's farm. But, later he fell in love
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with the daughter of the man on whose farm he had scattered the grass seed, and
married her. The old gentlemen, on whose farm the grass was sown, socon died after
he had willed the farm to his daughter, whose husband had sown the grass. FHe
fought Johnson grass as long as he lived. This is true both in a gzood and in a |
bad sense., Sing a good song, spesk a good word, or do a good deed, apd it will
inerease and break on the shores of sternity with an increase of a thousand-fold,

-Here are two ways of living. To sow unto the flesh is to be absorbed in self-

pleasing and serdid pursuits. They sow to the flesh who live under the influence
of their nsturael inclinstions amd desires, pleasing only themselves and neg-
lecting the will of God. He who lives and sows unte the Spirit devotes himselfl

to the weal of others and to the glory of God. Sow to the Spirit so that you

may reap & blessed spiritual harvest here and hereafter. Sow to the Spirit so
that those sbout you, whe will share in your harvest, may rise up and eall you
biessed because & the fruitasge of your 1life, Some are like the boy who, when

his teacher told asbout riech man and lLazarus and asked him which he would rather
be, said, "The rich man while I live 2nd lazarus when I die." That could not be. -
Theres isn't any bridge between. :

He Expeets To Reap More Than He Sows.

The harvest is manifeld., Sow a grain, and resp a spear of vheat; sow a handful,

‘and gather a sheaf; sow a bushel, and gather enouzh for & year's supply. The

same rule of mmltiplication holds in spiritual things. Eliot said, "Sow a thought
and you reap sn sci; sow an set and you resp & habit; sow a habit and you resp -

a character; sow a character ard you reap & destiny.® But the kind of a harvest
depends upon the kind of seed sown. Great harvests are gathered by those who
have lived well; "thirty, sixiy, en hundredfold.” CSomeone wrote this statement,
“The evil a man does lives after him, the good is oft interred with his bones.”
But the good we do is alsoc immeortal, It will live and multiply when the places
that knew us know us no more forever. ' . ’

I em presenting this text to you as a premise, an inspiration, a heartering and
& radiant hope from the ever-blessed God. "/hatscever a man soweth, that shall
he also reap.” You reap just what you sow, except more of it. ILet me close
this message with the following lines from Madeline S, Bridgesse-

"Thera are loysl hesrts, there are spirits brave,
There are souls that are pure end true; '
" Then give to the world the best you have,
&nd the best shall come back to you.

Give love, and love to your heart will flow,
A strength in your utmost need;

Have faith, and a score of hearts will show
Their faith in your word and deed.

For life is the mirror of king and slave,
1Tis just what you sre and doj

Then give to the world the best you have,
And the best will come back to you."




