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STOP DECEIVIRG YOURSELF

"Be not deceived: God isnot mocked: for shatscever a man soweth; that shall

he alse reap. For he thalb sowsth to his flesh shall ef the flesh regp corruption;
but he that sowsth to the Spirit shall of the Spirit resp life everlastlng.
Galatians 6s ?‘84

We should remember that there are three ways by which people are dsceived. OScome
deceive themselves; some gre deceived by others; and still others are dsceived
by Saten. Hemce, the timely exhortation, "Be not deceived.®

These Christians in Galakia seemed to believe that the law of cause and sffect
in the world of morals deoes not work alwsys. Bul, this law had besn staled

. in the 0ld Testament. Job had declared: %iccording as I have seen, they that

plow imiquity, and sow wickedness, reap the same," Job 4:8, The same truth
was set forth im Proverbs: "He that soweth inigquity shall resp vanity.* 22:8.
Hosea preached the same deetrine: "For they have sown the wind, and they shall
regp the whirlwind.® B8:8., The Galatians were not ignorant of these teachings
of the 0ld Testament, nor were they ignorant of the facts of experience and ob=
servation, No matber how much they might try, they could noi defy successfully
such -3 divihnely established law.

Between the na%ural world and the spiritual world there is the closest analeogy ==
sn anzlogy which the sacred writers have turned 4o excellent account in em-
phasizing the operation of natural law in the g iritusl realm. This is whad

Paal is doing in our text., He i1s selzing uwpon a principle kmown snd recogmized
in the reaim of the temporal and the seen, and is projecting it with all of its
inevitable certainty into the realm of the eternal and the unseen as the postulate
of meral respomsibility. 4mong all asnaloegies that mgy be traced between the human
mind and the course of externsl nature none is, perhaps, more striking or more
easily understood than that of sowing and reaping.

Qur texi opems with a cauntdon: %Stop decelving your selves; God isnot mogked,”®
This comstruction is the present imperative in 2 prohibition which forbids the
continuance of an action presently going om., The word "moecked" comes from the
Greek "mukierizo," meaning 4o dilate the nestrils,” Yto turam ap the nose,?

"to ridicule,” *teo ignore,® or "to sneer," The thought shich Paul is trying

to press home is that it is foolish to think that onme can thwart the divine law,
and out-wit God by resping a harvest different from that whick a person has
sowne "Stop Ieading yourselves astray. God is not being cutwitted and evaded,
for whatever a man is in the habit of sowing, this also will he reap."

This text gpplies to an individugl, afamily, a church, a state, or a nation.
Therefore, let nonw be deceived.s Let an 1nd1v1dual, a community, or a nation
hate rightecusness and love iniquity, and

HTho! the mills of the gods grind slewly,
They grind exceedingly smallj

Tho' with patience He stands walting,
¥With exactness grinds He all,."

But, friend, listen: "Whatsoever a man soweth, that,® just that, exactly thai,
and nothing else, ¥shall he also reap." Many things we know ars true bscause
they are in the Bible, but if we did not have the Bible we would know that this
verse 1s true. It is beinmg fulfilled dazily before our very eyes. Nothing is



any clearer than this ~- that we cannot resp without a previeus sowing; that
we cannob reap whal nor where we have not sown. "God is not mecked;¥ nor will
He be, Men may deceive themselves, and others, with excuses and false appear-
ances, but they cannot deceive (od, who knows their hearts as well as their
worldly substance. ‘

Ome cannot Yitmrn up the noss" to God with impunity. This verb implies an out-
ward avowal of respect neutralized by an indirect expression of contemptbe

Do not delude yourself by thinmking that, because you are a child of Cod rejoicing
in freedom from the law, you are dealing with an easy-going Deity Who will sus-
pend His eternzl laws for your specizl benefit. "God is not te be sneered at,!
so a man is a fool who thinks thal he can bresk CGod's laws end escape the conse-
quencese : ‘

If a man allows the lower side of his nature to dominate him, in the end he can
expect nothing but a harvest of trouble. Christianity has never taken the threatb
out of life. God can and does forgive men for their sins, bul He doss not wipe
out the consequences of sine If a man sins against his body, sooner or later he
will pay in ruined heglih -~ even if he is fergiven, If a man sins against

his loved onss, soomer or later hearts will be broken =~ even if he is fergiven,
John B, Gough, the converied drunkard and greal btemperance orator, used to dew
clare in warning, "The scars remain.” If a man bredks God!s laws, he nsed not
expect to escape the resulis., We cammot live one kind of 1life and expset te
harvest another,

A good crop camot be grown frem bad seed. From such actions as boasting, grasp-
ing, pushing and envying, the fruits of the Spirit can never be harvested, is
the farmer camnot ouiwit seed, soil and sun, more can a person oubtwit Code
Hany people leock for strange crops. Some sow bo the flesk, by devebting themselves
to the gratification of the fleshly appetites, expecting to resp high-minded
character, Il can't be done, There is a law of CGod against it. Others sous
the seed of 3 merely casual stiention to the Christian religion and their church
and expect to resgp a sustaining religiowvs experience, When they camnol gather
figs from thistles, they often cry ocut that there is nothing in religion. SH11
others sow the seeds of ease and idleness and expect to rssp the harvests of
real dedicated effort, This is true in the fields of education, of business,

and of the building of a character and spiriteal life, Many are deluded inte
thinking that the mere passage of time inte old age makes a person sweet and
kind, It does nothing of the kind. Peéple who have lived z sour and crabbed
middle sge will have a sour cld age. You cannot live one kind of a life and
expect to harvest another. 9You cannot make afool of Godi"

Some things about sowing are self-evident. When a man Sows: =-
I. He Expecis To Reap. |

If a farmer went on sowing and never regped, you would sgy that he was
a fit subject to the lunatic asylum. In both the natural and the
spiritusl world, he who sows does so with the comfident expectation of
two things —- first, that there shgll be a harvest, and second, that
he shall reap it. The law of fause and effect is axiomatic,

It is amazing that rational pecple sheuld deceive themselves in matiers
that concern their everlasting interest. It is infieitely more asion-
ishing that in this so-called scientific, philosophical, and phycholo-
gical age men should delhde themselves so far as to faney they can impose
upon God Himself, or mock Him and escape with impuniiy.



If,

This law of the harvest is familier. It is @ law gbout which no one should
ever have the slighitest doubt. & man should not decelve himself, much less
can he with impunity deceive God by manazing to escape the consequences of
his actis. When a man attempts to avold the results of his own actioens,

he is really showing such contempt for Cod. It is ubtterly impossible for

a man %o escepe the harvest which springs from the seeds which his own
deeds have sowm. Moffatt introduces a mote of freshness in his trans- =~
lation of this passage, "Make no mistake. & man reaps just what he sows,.®

Man is always looking forward te the time when he will reap. 4 young man
serves an gpprenticeship to some trade or profession fer years, locking
forward to the time when his clients will be numerous. i medical student.
works hard for years, leoklng forward to the day when he will receive his
diploma and start his earnings. :

We are constantly and ceaselessly mom.ng. We sre sowing physically in the
care or the sgbuse of our bodies. We are sowing merntally in the traiaing
or the negleet of our minds, in the filling of them with the things that
are worthwhile or with fancies, fanlasies or figures that will rise up to
haunt us, We are sowlng morally in the thoughts that we think, in the

" literature that we read, in the places to which we go, and in the amse-

ments that we follow, We are most of 21l sowing spiritually, sowing in
prayer or lack of it, sowing.in the study of the Bible or the lack of it,
sewing in atiendance upon the services of the house of the lord or im our
neglect of them, sowing in our obedience or disobedience to the guiding
impulses of the Holy Spirit. e sow by thinking, or by failing te think.
We sow by being, or by failing to be. We sow by doing, or by failing-

to think, We sow by being, or by failing to be, ¥e sow by doing, or by

’ fa:l.l:.ng to dos

He Expects To Resp The Same Kind 0Ff Seed That He Sowse

A farmer decides what his harvest will be by the seed which he sowsin the
springtime., He who sows barley doesnot expect ocats. He who sows oabs does
not expect to reap potatoes, Every intelligent farmer expect to reap what
he sows, He knows that the quantity of the harvest will depend on some
things that are beyond his control; for example, the smount of rain and
sunshine will have samething to do with that, Bub whether harvest will

be great or small, the guality of it he decides when he determines what
shall be sown. This mnslegy holds good in the spiritual world, Men may
sometimes wish he had sown differently; he may wish the seeds could be
changed in the ground; he may wish the harvest could come up of quite
another sort. But all the wishing in the world won't alter things as

they are. It is impossible te trick pr to cheab God.

It does not matiter whether God writes His laws in nature or im the
scriptures, they cammelt be violated with impunity. To seek first the
kingdom of God is to have 211 things added to you. To jump into the
Niagara River is to be carried over the falls, To take fire inte your
bosom is to be burmed. You cannot touch pitch without being soileds
This is a truth to think sbout. Ywhatsoever a man sowebth, that! —--
Just that and nothing else ==~ ¥shall he dise rezp.t

inne of Ausiria sald Yo Cardingl Richelieu, ™y lord Cardinal, one thing
you ssem to have forgotiem. God is a sure paymaster, He may not pay at
the end of every week or month or year, but I charge you to remember that



He pays in the end." There is nothing arbitrary here. TYou are privi-
leged to sow as you please; God simply sees ta it that nothing :r.nterferes
with the harvest.

You might as well try to deceive Cod by painting a few pebbles from the
beach and planting them for peach seeds, expeciing the first the sprout

and then the tree and then the luscious i‘rmt, as to live a painted life

and expect God to mistake sir for holiness and e reward you with the
blessing of the rightecus. Emerson once said, ™Punishment is a fruit that,
unsuspected bleoms, ripens within the flower that concegls it.* That is
only a bit more polite and rhetorical way of saying that the old colored
woman said when asked, "Where do they get the sulphur for the fires of hell?®
.She replied, "Never you mind, soany, you carry your own sulphur with you."

We 2ll resp just what we sow. Sow whead, and you will resp wheal. Sow
tares, and you will reap tares, and troubles, and tears besides. We reap
what we sow in our own lives. Wes resp what we sow in education. Many a
person has wished he now had the opporitunity he once had at getting an edu-
cation, finding himself limited for life by the neglect of earliep years.
We reap whal we sow in our businesses. We reap whalt we sow im our friends.
We resp what we sow in our chiléren. No thought, no word, aud no deed of
man ever dies, The sower shall be a reaper. Whatever a man sows in deeds
that shall he also reap. Sow sympathy and you will resp love, OSow tender-
ness to the man wounded by the wayside, and you will resp tenderness when
angels stoop down to bind up your own broken heart. One carnot de anether
an injury without paying for ite A prominent school man gave an unfair
decision when judging a debate. Without a single comment one of the
debalers removed him from his important pesitien. It does not pgy anyone
to do wrong. On two sdjoining farms were owners who did not get along
well., One night a young man from the other farm took a sack of Johnson
grass seed and scattered it over his neighbor's farm. But, later he fell
in love with the daughter of the man on whose farm he had scatiered the
grass seed, and married her. The old gentleman, on whose farm the grass
Wwas sown, seon died after he had willed the ferm te his daughier, whose
husband had scwn the grass., He fought Johnson grass as long as he lived.
This trus, both in a good and in a bad sense., Hing a good mong, speak a
good word, or de a good deed, and it will incresse and break on the

shores of eterrnity with an increase of a thoumandfold.

Here are two wgrs of living. To sow unte the flesh is to be sbsorbed in
self-pleasing and sordid pursuits. They sow to the flesh who live under
the influence of their natural inclinations and desires, pleasing only
themselves and neglecting the will of God., He who lives md sows upto the
Spirit deveotes himself {o the weal of others and to the glory of Gode

Sow to the Spirit so that you may reap a blessed spiritual harvest here
‘and hereazfter, Sow to the Spirit so that those sbout you, who will share
in your harvest, myy rise up and call you blessed because of the

fruitage of your life., Some are like the boy who, when his teacher teld
him about the rich man and Lazarus and asked him which he would rather
bey said, "The rich man waile I live and Lazarus when I die." That

could not be. There isntt any bridgs betuecen.



¥II¥. He Expects To Heagp HMore Than He Sowse

The harvest is manifold, Sow a grain, and resp a spear of vheal; sow a
handful, and gather a sheaf; sow 2 bushel; snd gather enough' for a
yearts supply. The same ruvle of mmltiplication holds im spirituzl things.
Eliot said, "Bow a thought and you resp an act; sow an act and you reap a
habit; sow a hablit and you resp a charscter; sow a character and you regp
a destinye" But the of a harvest depends upon the kind of seed scwn,.
Great harvesis are gathered by those who have lived well; "ihirty, sixty,
an hundredfold," Someone wrote this statement, "The evil 2 man does lives
after him, the good is oft interred with bis bones.® Bat the good we do
is alse-immortal., It will live and mdtiply when the places that knew us
knew us no more forever,

I am presenting this text to you as a promise, an inspiratien, a hearteming
and a radiant hope from the ever-blessed God, "Whalsoever a man soweth,
that shall he also reap.' TYou reap just what you sow, except more of

it Lel me close this message with the following lines from Madelime S.
Bridges: =

4There are loyal hearis, there are spirits brave,
There are some souls that are pure and trmeg

Then give to the world the best thalt you havs,
4nd the best shall come back %o youe

Give love, amd love io your heart will flow,
A strength in your uitmost need;

Have faith, and a score of hearits will show
Their faith in your werds apd deed.

For life is the mirror of king and slave,
'Tis just what you are ad dog

Then give to the wrld the best thab you have,
Az the best will come back to you.¥



