"GOD SENT FORTH HIS SON®

But when the fulness of the time was come, God sent forth his Son, made of a woman,
made under the law, To redeem them that were under the law, thal we might recsive

the adoption of gong., And because ye are sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit of

hie Son into wyour hearts, crying, Abba, Father. Wherefore thou are no more a servant,
but a son; and if a son, then an heir of God through Christ." Galatians 4:4-7.

There are two ways of reading history, The famijiar way 1s to regard it as the story
of the asetivities of men. This i% undoubtedly is, and the best way to study it is
through the lives of the greet personalities who at various points dominate the story.
But the Bible gives us a deeper view. It regards history as the story of the activities
of God. He dominates and directs the movements The varied actions of men are but the
response of human minds and wills to His activity. That response is of different kinds.

Our temt announces the fact of the incarnation. "God sent forth His Son." The birth
of Jesus Christ was the incarpation of deity. In our study of this incarnation, let
us consider: the preparation for it, the process of it, and the purpose of ib,

The Preparatiern For It,

"fhen the fulness of the time was come, God sent forth His Son." From all eternity
God had it in His heart and mind to send Jesus Christ into the world., Long before time
began He had thought out that "unspeaksble gift® for ws. But still He kept it back.
Numerous other and mighty benefits He heaped on mankind -- prophets, revelations and
new understandings of God and men., It was only when the time had fully come the Christ

appeared,

A}l the purposes of God are on scheduled time. He never works haphazardiy. There was
a time appointed for this great event of the incarnation, like all other events in the
divine chronology. Let it ever be remembered that the plan of redemption was not a
divine zfterthought. "EKnown unto God are all His works from the beginning of the world."
Therefore, the precise time of the coming of the Saviour was predetermined from the very
beginning, The promise of His coming was made at least four thousand years before its
fulfillment. Goddid not send forth His fon one moment before the time that was promised.
It was only "when the fulness of the time was come" that God sent forth His Son. The -
Saviour arrived exactly as the prophets had said He would. He was neither one moment
ahead of time, nor one moment late. "When the fulness of the time was come, God sent

forth His Son,t

And what time was that? The time appointed of the Father, the time foretold by the
prophets, the time peculiarly suitable for His coming, and the time when evenis seemed
to have gradvally ripened for this glorious consummation. The way for the incarnation
was prepared by the Jewish religion, by Grecian culture, and by Roman conquest; by the
vainly attempted amalgamation of Jewlish and heathen thought; by the exposed impotence
of natural eivilization; by the universal distraction and hopeless misery of the age;
and by the yearning of souls after God.

1. There was a political preparaiion,
Rome did not care about religious opinions. She simply wanted her revenue, and

there was, therefore, religious liberty in a large measurs all over the world,
War had ceased, and Rome had reached the zenith of her power and influence.
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2, There was a linguistie preparationy

The Greek language, in process of formation for wenturies, had reached perfection
so that the Gospel of Christ might be written and preached around the world through
this perfect medium,

3. There was a religious preparation.

The Jews were scattered to the four winds and had carried with them the 0ld Testa-
ment Seriptures and the traditions of their fathers.

L. There was a demonstrative preparation.’

The werdd had grown bad, The world ofpainting, literature, music and culture had
become putrified. It had been demonstrated that culture, artistic refinement, miii-
tary power and eivil government ddd not make people morally better. When God sent
forth His Son into the world men had fathomed the lowest depths of degradation,
Those days were marked by disgusting licentiousness, inhuman cruelty, horrible
atheism, utter despair and numerous sulcides., It was a disillusioned world into
which Christ came. A deep weariness and futility had settled down orn the hearts

of men. Cynicism was rampany, and that is always the sign of a thwarted spiritual
longing.

The day which God chose as the appointed time for Christ to appear was very much like
our own day. Then, as now, people were disillusioned and desperate. They had found
that life was too difficult for them, and that things had broken in their hands. Then,
as now, the axioms of human conduct, slowly built up out of the experience of many
generations, were impudently ehallenged. . Then, as now, men were casting away the ae-
credited religion as a thing outworn and of no further use, and were eagerly trying out
anythlng and everything that offered itself to them as a possible substitute., It was
in such a storm-tossed, hesrt-sick and desperate day that at long last Christ came. He
came to esrth not merely with the Father's sanction, but under the Fether's directive
will. "God sent forth His Sfomn.M

The Proeess Of It.

"Made of & woman, made under the law.® The miracle of the inearnation is here sget forth.
That mirsele was that Jesus Christ had a human mother, but no humsn father, He was be-
gotten of the Holy Spirit and conceived by the Virgin Mary, a union of deity and human-
ity. He received His human body substantially from a human. He was made without the
help of man. The expression, "made of & woman," implies the possession of a higher
nature; for if the Son possessed only mere humanity, vhere would have bsen the necessity
of saying that He was "made of a woman?" The phrase points significantly to His super-
natural conception, for there is an exclusion of human fatherhood. The incarnation of
the Lord Jesus is here represented as the deed of God 4hé Father. "God sent forth His
Son, made of a woman," ‘

What a blessed woman she was: how favored! how honored! The angel said to her, "Thou
hast found favor with God;" also, "Blessed art thou among women." Wherein did her bless—
edness lie? Certainly not in herself, That ske was a lovely character we do not doubt.
Her honor and glory lay in the fact that she was chosen of God to be the mother of Jesus
Christ. What an honor to have been selected by the Father from all eternity to become
the mother of the Saviowr!
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There was in Jesus Christ the wnion of the human and the divine —-— just as human as
He were not divine, and just as divine as if He were not human. Jesus was not hwman
at one moment, and divire at another; but He was human in His divinely and divine in
His hweanity.

11I. The Purpose Of It.

1.

2

3.

Redemption,

#To redeem them that were under the law." Jesus Christ came to be a Redeemer. He
could only redeem those who were under the law by fulfilling the requirements of
the law: in other words, by paying the pemnalty of the law. Only .thus could He re-—
deem men and their forfeited inheritance. But He came just to do that. He came
to accomplish that whieh could not be achieved by other means or by an inferior-
agency. He came not merely to exemplify a rule of life but to see its vielation;
not to explain the law but to bear its curse. He came to become a substitutionary
sserifice, and He died, the just for the unjust, in order that He might bring us
to God. '

Jesus Christ came into this world to die. His supreme purpose in coming was to
make stonement for sin. "Behold the Lsmb of God, which teketh away the sin of the
world" strikes the keynote of His miseion, Redemption means a buying back. From
whom was man bought back? This question is pertirent. By his sin, man had come
under the law .of condemmation, The righteous law of God found him guilty and keld
him for punishment, The death of Christ satisfied the demands of the law and thus
bought man back té liberty.

Adoption.

#That we might receive the adoption of sons.® Adoption was essentially a Roman
and not a Jewish custom. The law of Moses nowheére recognizes it, and the Jews did
not have a word to express it. But with the Romans it was an everyday occurrence
for a person without children of his own te adopt as his son one born of other
parents, In short, the relationship was to all intents and purposes the same as.
that which existed between a real father and his son. Adoption does not mean son—
ship, but son position. It is the translation of a persen out of cne family inte
another., The adopted one changes name, abode and cestume ——— conforming to the
family into which he is adopted, In spiritual adoptien the children of Satan are
taken out of his family and placed into the family of Ged.

Heirship.

"ind because ye are sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit of His Son inte your hearts,
crying, Abba, Father., Wherefore thou art no more a servant, but a son; and if a

son, then an heir of God through Christ." Righteousness is primdrily right relation-
ship, We must get right with God before we can do right before God. Until we get
right with Ged, all our doing right is "filthy rags" in His sight., Get right and
then do right. And you cannot get right by doing right. Through the death of
Christ on the cross, making atonement for sin, we get a perfect standing before

God. These two verses emphasize three things: —-

(1) Our position.

"Because ye are sons." Paul tells us hbw we came into this relationship. He
says we are children of God through faith im Christ Jesus. We are members off
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God!s family, net through the operations of God's law, but through the re-
demption that is in His Son. If we are sons of God, then we are sure of at
least three things: ——- '

a. We are surs of His lave.

Every true father loves his child, and in the last analysis will surrender
almost anything for the good of his child, Few things are more persistently
preached, smd more generally disbelieved, than the love of God for His in~
dividual children. His love does not always operate in the way that we
would expect or prefer, but it always acts in the right way and in the best
way. God's wisdom is equal to His love and He always knows what is best
for you and for me, and that is the thing He always sends.

b. We are gure of His care.

It is the very nature of a father to care for his child. If any evil comes
to your child or mine it is either because we are ignorant of the peril or
" we are unable to prevent it.

c. We are sure of His discipline.

When God sends sorrow Bo His children His purpose is to bring them cleser
to Himself., There wes & young man who had gone to collegé, and after a
while he became so absorbed in sports and social functions that he neglect-
ed to write home. Weeks passed without their receiving & line, and the
mother became very much agitated, and wanted to make the journey of nearly
a thousand miles to see what was wrong., The father assured her that they
would soon have a letter. She asked why he thought so, and he replied, "I
have not sent him his regular check which was due two days age." The fol-
lowing day the letter came. Sometimes God has to withhold our needed sup-
plies of heath, comfort and gladness to remind us of our devendence upon
Eim, If God has taken from you something that you greatly désire, it may
be simply because you have forgotten Him, and He wants to come inte cleser
fellowship with you. o

(2) Our possession.

®Because ye are sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit of His Son into your hearts."
This indwelling of the Holy Spirit implies certain things.

a., It gnarantees diviné guidance.

"When He, the Spirit of truth, is come, He will guide you into all truth.”
b. It gqarantées cleansing. \

When the Holy Spirit enters the life He doss so in ordef to cast Satan out.

c. It gustantees ultimate triumph,



(3) Our profession,

"Whereby we cry, Abba, Father.” V"Abba" is a diminutive form of father.
It is a ¢hild's neme for a parent, and corresponds with our word "papa."
There are three things wrapped wp in that cry: -—-

a. Lordship.

When I say "Father", I confess my obligation to bubmit to His rule.
What a mighty force this church would be if each and every member not
only recégnized that God was and is his Father, but rendered Him a
filial obedience, nc matter how much the flesh recoiled therefrom! We
are all ready enough to claim from God the eare that children have a
right to expect, but are we as keen to render to Ged what He has a
roght to expect from His children? To know what God wants us to do,
and then refuse to do it is to repudiate His lordship, and align our-
selves with those who oppose His will,

b. Fellowship.

Sonship implies fellowship. The general of an army has lordship over
hig troopes, but he does not have fellowship with them. They cannot
sleep in the same tent with him, nor eat at the same table. But the
children of God have 2ll the rights and privileges of the family eircle.

¢. Partnership.

Sonship implies partnership. The interest of the mere servant im his
master's business is simply that of a wage earner. But the son kmows
that every dallar added to the capital account is an addition to his

- own coming inheritance. We are heirs of God and joint-heirs with Jesus
Christ. If we have the consciousness of that fact it will get into our
faces, upon our lips, into our hand clasps, into our courtesies, and
there will be a royal significance in all the issues of our lives.



