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But Gol forbid that I should glory, save in the erosa of our Lord Jesus
Christ, by whom the world is erueified unbte me, and I unbo the world."
Greek--"But for me may it "ot be to bozst exeept in the eross of our Lora

Jesus Christ through whonm to me the world has been erueified and T 4o the
world,” |

Intreduetion

1. What is implied in the idea of glorying in an objeet
{1) That we have a sincere regard, hish sseteem and resl zffeetion for it
{2} That we are deeply interested in it
{Z2) That the objest affords us joy and consolation
Thus it is that glerying is one of the most eharaeteristies propensities
of our nature. This characteristie is seen in every elass of society
gnd in every porbtion of the humen reee. From the highest dignitary to
the lowest beggar, from the enlightened and refined eitizen to the sgv-
ag£e, all diseover something in whieh they think they ean glory. If it
is said that one glories in his ool name, riches or Triends it iz meant
that he sets s great value upon them. 4s & eonseguence he thinks snd
talks eontinually sbout them and nothing sooner exeites his indignation
than to hear them unGervalusd or dispraised. Hvery man hac sn objeeb
of glory. The avarielous glory in weslth; the vain in digtinetion: the
zmbltious in power; the gelf-righteous in viriue; the philesophical in
wisdom; and the Christisn in his Iord,

Z. Who used the lansuege of this text?
The Apostle Paul as he was inspired by the Spirit. He was the champiocn
of the Cross and one of the most oubstanding men of God in 211 history.
There was no truer follower of Chrigt than Paul. :

%« What he eould have yet would not glory in

{1} Fimself--that is in higie-
2¢ Distinguished aneestry _
b. Polished eduestion w%ﬁﬁéagﬁéwwm
¢e Morsl lirfe " _
d. dany virtues :
¢s Belf-rightecusness
fe Great intelleetusl gqualirieztions
g+ Genius ' Padh G O
he Eminent gifts
i. High ecclesiasticsl positien
Je Singular and remarkable econversion
ko Ixtraordinary eall te¢ the apostleship
1. &postolic authority
m. Useluvloess as a2 minisver in working for Christ
n. Chrigtian achievements and espeeislly as a writer
0. Abtzinment of great spiritusl power
p. Brave endurance of pergeeuiiocn

(2} Ohriste---=that iz in Higlee==
&« Incaruation
be Life
e, POwWer
de Holiness
€, Hiracles
fe Toaehings
g. Kingdon



h. Hegurzeciion

i. Assension

j. Interecssion

k. Seecond Coming
But insteald of leoking upon any of ithese things ess en ¢bjeet in which he
felt that he sghould glory he turns to the Crogs of Galvary ag sueh an
object for he wviewed i fSwewe
le & digplay of the Divine ehzraeter and glory
2+ &n expression of the depth of sin

It degeribes the iniounity, disbolism and awiul ?ganiﬁg of sin

e An exermplificeation of the highesgt love. }ML~‘5= : .
4., Godle f?l}.;@* method of gaving 2 lost world, Gk WQ@MM‘&TQM
5. The grest meang of transforming lives ‘% .

6. The only message the Lord gives:-the mimistrg .
7. The gign of universsl and eternsl iriumph, °‘-&Q“““~+““ﬁ“””dﬁaﬂ“
&. & guarantee of hesven te all true velisvers

9. Godfe osll to Hig gervise

gulte attitude toward the cross was sSueh that 1t was as 1T he had saild,
G211 me mad-man, desplise me, moek me, seige me Dy the hand of wiolenee,
drag me to your dungeons, leoad me with chains, lezd me to the gitske if
vou will budt g3ilil I will rejoiee and glory in the Cross. Among friendes
or foes, inm liberty or in bonds, in 1ife and in desth, I will glory in
the sross of Christ for there He hangs oxn the zceursed tree as the grest
Gaptain of my salvation fighting my battles and vancuishing my enemies.
There on the fross He is bruising the heed of 3atan, isking the sting
from death, robbing the grave of viecitory, dissrming hell of itg terrcrs.
However, it seems Lo me that the three-fold resson why Paul gloried
ze in the Tross and why we should likewise glory in 1% sz in nothing
else is besause of the-—w
1+ Posgition of the €ross
2. Purpoge of the Crogs
%« Power of the Uross

Disevegloneeees -

T. THE POSITION OF ¥HE 0ROSS

1. It holds the sentral plase in the Ford of God
The €rogs is to His Word what the sun is to the solar system and
what the needle is to the composs.
Ze It is the most prominent thing poerirayed in the Hew Testament
It is go prominent that it displeys Divine love, infinite merey,
regigtless power, lncomprehensible wisdom, inflexilble Jjustice and
spotless purity.
It ig the foundation stone of the Gospel
Paul in I €or. 15:3~4 defines the Gespel in the following words,
"Christ dled fTor our sins seceordiing to the Seripitures andé that He
was buried; and that He hath been raised on the third day accoré-
ing to the Seriptures.”
4, It ig the heart of the Chrigiisn message
He may roll the thunders of eloguenee, dart the corugestions of
genius, sgatter the flowers of poetry, diffuse the light of
seience, enforge the parcepts of morality from the pulpity but if v
we do not make the Uross of Christ central in our preaehing we have
forgotten cur errand and shall do 1ititle goods

o
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II. THE PURPOSE OF THE CROSS

1. It was to meet the demands of a just law
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Eig law eould not be altered but hed to be satisfied.
Han hsd vielated or broken God's lews by sinning so menfs sin had o
pe punighed. Jesus on the Uross bore judgment for sin and made 1t
possible for God to Forgive sinners without destroying His laws.
2. 1%t wag to tesch man his own wretchelness
Pre Cress destroys that degeiving glass whieh megnifies one in his
own eyes. 1t uncovers msn's sin in sueh a way that he realizes his
hopelesgness spart frem the atonement which is made for him at fal-
VALY
%, It wag to reveal the heart of love whieh was in God
The Cross iz the best revelation of the heart of God that the world
has ever witnessed.
ki sertain boy played trunant from sehool for three days and his
teacher came to see him andé talk with hig father about it. After the
teacher left the Tather said he would punish the bey by making him stay
in the attie for three davs. The boy was gent te the atiie bul that
night the parents would not and could not sleep with him there. The
father said I will not go baek on my word &end lessen the punishment but
T will zo to the sttie and spend the time with him. He went to the ai-
tie 2pé shared the punishment with the boy for the whole time. Idkewise
Bod would unot set His law aside but went to the Cross and shared the
punishment of man'sg sin with him.
4, I% was to procure the greatest possible blessings fTor man
vhege blessings inelude reconcilistion with God, pardon, peace, power
joy, vietory over the world, eternal life and the glories of heaven.

ITI. THE POWER OF THE CROSS

1. It has the power to eonviet men ol thelr need
It so displays the Divine eharscter and reveals the Divine perfec-
tion that an unsaved men eannct sgee the truth and light of these
things and not auvtomatically see his wrelchedness ant lest condl-
tion and ery oubt Tor mercy and IoYgiveness.

Yhen 17 & saveld man who is uncousecrsted gets a true view of these
things he will exelaim,
"Were the whole reslim of nature mine,
Yhat were & present far too smelly
love so amezing, sc divine,
Demancs ny goul; my 1ife, my all.

2. It hes the power to Grsw thoee thus eonvieted to come 1m eontrition
and ecnfess Bhrist as Saviour, Lord and Master. "énd I, if I be
1ifted up from the earth will draw all men unto myself. Dult this
He sald, signifying by what manner otf death he should die.”

John 12:32-33 ' :

%e It bas the power to save those who have geen drawn to Him.

Tt ean save Trom the penslty of sin when one is converted, from the
power of =in in daily life ard from the presenee of sin at the
elose of the earthly life. It is powerful enough teo save instanta-
neously, soempletely and eternally. '

4, I% has the power to ensble one to live a true moral, gpiritusl,
sonzecrated, Ghristisn life in which he gets vietory afier he has
aceepted Christ ag Saviour and confessed Him as Tord. The cross
supplies the believer with the power of a new motive whieh is love
and the power of a new life whieh is s life lived in the Spirit.

i

GOTCLUSIOR

Thug it can be readily seen that in light of the Fosition, Purpose,
and Power of the Oross it is worthy of the glerying of every saved soul
beesuse 0fle—w= ‘

1. The love of Him who suffered there
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2. %he purity and holiness Gf His charaseier

%+ The pa&a@ﬁ there proeured for the guiliy

4. The possibility of reconeilidtion to God by means of it

5. The faol that it procures scmission into heaven for =211 the savea
1mai1y, I would urge that each of ug glory in the eross of Shrist be-

eause it ig thel-—w

1. Heagure of man's guiltewcaewfeots #:15%-15

2. Hanitestation of God's love--Hom. 5H:6-8

Fe Hesng of salvaliol-—--- P dobhn 3:l4-16

4. Hark ot ceparatiChe~evmece=af8l, 6:14

5. Hotive 1o perviceececcaan~ mww=ll Jore 5i114-15
6. Helody 01 heavelmw—ecam=— ~me=Rev, 5:8-10

Por the sinner the only hope is to be founc in the Oross

The Gross is all thar is standing between him and hell

The Cress of Christ can save the very worst or simmers it bthey will only
regeive Him who paid the penalty for thelr sins on the erosa.

IE TKE CROSS OF QHERIST

In tﬁ% eross of Ghrist I glory,
Tow'ring o'er wvhe wreeks of time

A11 the light of saered story
Gatners round its head sublims.

When the woes or lite o'er-take nme,
Hopes deselve, and fears annoy,
Hever ghall the sross for-sake me:
Lol it glows with pezce and jJoy.

When the sun ot bliss is beaning
Light ana love upon my way,

From the erosg the radiance streaming
Adds more luster to the day.

Bane and blessing, pain and pleasure,
By the eross are ganetiried;

Pesce is there that knows no measure,
Joys thav thre' all time abide.
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