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STRENGTH FOR THE INNER HAN
Ephesians 3:16,

"That He wonld grant you according to the riches of His glory to be
strengthened with might by His Spirit in the inner man.," Ephesians 3:16.

The word of God plainly teaches us that God is interested in our affairs,
And we know that God desires the highest and best for our lives. In order
that we may have the highest and best in life, He has designed inner
strength for the realization of those ideals and of those things which
are of most importance to our charaders for time and for eternity.

lack of inmer Strength, lack of coursge, snd lack of heroism characterize
the age in which we are liviag.

The Y¥eed of Strength.

In every sphere of life today there is an urgernt demsnd for strength or
efficience. The region where strength is needed especially is that of

the inner mwan. That is the reglon where we sre the weakest, and where the
might of the Spirit is needed most, The inner man is the geat of influencs,
but with ws it is too often the seat of spiritual feebleness. Faith, trust,
humility, love, patience, and kindred graces which belong to the inner man
are what we are weakest in. The text is not a praver for physical strength,
nor for imtellectunl strength, bult for spiritual strength. A4is our physical
streagth is renewed from day to day by food and rest, so our epiritual
strength must be renewed daily. It is in the spiritual nature that re—
inforcement is required:—-

1. To resist tempiation.
2. To stand stezdfsst.

3. To endure afflictions.
4. To perform our duries.

Every Christian needs to be strengthened with might in the inner man. To
This end He wants sironger convictions and motives, clearer prineciples of
action, and econfirmed habits of well-doing. Perheps you have been trying
to change the oubter man, your conduct, your way of speakimg, your impression
on others, There may be some sin, some outward incousistency, or some bhad
habit that you have endsavored to overcome, but you must go much deeper

than that, namely to the inner man.

Your conscience must be true.
Your motives must be pure.

Your thoughts must be correct.
Your affections must be right,

The Source of EStrength.

This strength for the inner man is the gift of Ged. This strength is not
derived by internel growth and developement, orby adaptetion of ecircumstances

merely, but rather through direct influvence of the Holy Spirit. This strength

is conveyed through the ageney of the Holy Spirit. He is the fountein of zll
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spiritval energy. The Spirit strengthens the believer by leading him te

the fullness of grace that is in Christ, by shedding abroad the love of

God in His heasrt, and by applying the promises of the Gospel, Hothing less

pan do it. The strength which the Christian needs is conveyed by the Spiri%d
of God. And in answer to prayer. There must be a sense of need along with
the spirit of entire dependence on the Lord.

The Measure of Strength.

Miecording to the riches of his glory." How sublime a conceptionl We

are nct to ask according to the sitrength of our faith, the largeness of
our hearts, or the breadth of our thoughts, but "according to the riches
of His glory." That iz the measure of the diving giving, God's siandard
of giving is liberal, bowmtiful, and overflowing, In God there is an
inexhasutible source of merey upon which we may draw-~the super exigencies
of our livesg, Faith believes in "the riches of His glory".

1., It believes in the riches of his power.
2. It believes of his wisdom.
3. It believes in the riches of his goodness.

Thers is both happiness and efficiency in strength. Our greatest wzefuliness

depends on large supplies of spiritual strength. 1t is not enough just to

have & sufficient supply of grace to carry us to heaven; we ought also 1o
ebomnd in the fruits of righteousness to the praise and glory of God. We
ought, therefore, to pray earnestly that we may "be strengthened with wight
by His Spirit in the inner man®, Iet us pray earnestly that we may become
"strong in the Lord and in the power of his might," and thet cur imward
man may be renewed dey bv day, even though our outward man shows signs of
weakness and decay.



