YLIFE'S GREATEST BLESSINGY

"In Whom we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sing according to
the riches of His grace." Ephesians 1:7.

#hat is life's greatest blessing? Meny would say, "health.¥® Many travel here and
there to obtain health or to keep health. The finest specialistis are consulted and
money is poured oul lavishiy for the purpose of improving health. Prior to the war,
forty dollars per year per capita were spent for health purposes in this country.

Some think riches comstibute lifet's greatest blessing. While riches bring many bless~
ings, including fine houses, splendid equipment, travel and friends, yet they are by
no means life's greatest blessing. Others consider fame as life's greatest blessing.
The greatest blessing of all is the forgiveness of sins., Forgiveness is the nmost
beautiful word spoken in heaven or upon earth. 1L know of no doetrine that is as highly
cherished and prized as the doctirine of forgiveness.

In the 0ld Testament three Hebrew words are translated Pforgive.® They mean: +to cover,
to 1ift away and to send away. The common word used in the Greek New Testament for our
English word "forgive" literally means “to send away." And so the reference is to Cod's
disposition of our sins. He sends them away. They were commitied against Him but He
does not hold them against us. Forgiveness is the separation of the sinner from his
sinse Forgiveness is not & change in our wminds about God, but & change in God's mind
towards us.

Hot far from Hew York City there is 2 cemetery in which there is & grave that has in-
scribed upon its tombstone just one word, "Forgiven." There is no neme, no date of
birth or no date of death. The stone is unembellished by the sculptor's art. There
is no epiteph nor fulsome eulogy; just that one word, #Forgiven." But that is the
greatest thing that can be written on any tombstone or be said of any man, Y"Forglven.t
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I. The XNeed of This Rleszing.

win has created this need. Sin is universsl. ®A1l have sinmed and come shori of
the glory of God." Romans 3:23. While 21l are sinful, they are not equally so0.
While all are not simners in exactly the same way, nor to the same extent, yetb
all are sinners. While some have come shorter of God's glory than others, still
all have come short. Although the word ®sin® is going out of style, yet as an
act 1% is gaining in popularity. There are those who prefer to e¢zll sin by some
less objectionable neme and regard it as merely an error, a mistake, & failure or
an infirmity. However, sin is not something to be laughed at or to be regarded
lightly. It iz something to be feared and dreaded and hated and avoided at all
cost. Jesus taught that nothing is more dreadful than sin,

In some quarters sin is something to joke about rather than to be sorry for. 3Sin
is the most sericus thing in the universe. It is a transgression of the law of
God. It is blindness in the eye, hardness in the heart, perversity im the will

and selfishness in the 1life., It is a dagger aimed at the heart of God., The faect
that you change its name and cell it "a mistake," Yan infirsdity,® or a "misunder—
standing,” does not alter its terrible nature. :

It is still the same evil thing that blights and curses everything that i% “ouches.
Sin is the universal shadow - éniversal as men and eternal as human historv. The
fact of sin is not just a creation of the Bible for the consciousness of every man
attests it. We know that we have wilfully and needlessly done the things that we
should not have done and left undone the things that we should have done. A1l of
the world's seething confusion, bitterness, suffering and sadness are the results
of sine. Han's greatest need therefore is not more religious teaching or a more
perfect example, but the forgiveness of sins. :



II.

ITT.

The Provision of This Blessing.

Christianity's greatest blessing is the bestowal of the forgiveness of sins. Sin
is the szddest word in humen speech, but forgiveness is the most beautiful word
because it cancels the effects of sin. It takes away the darkness and the sorrow
of sin, as the light of the sun scatters the darkness of the night. Forgiveness
kindles the most besubiful light in the face of God and in the countenance of mal.

In forgiveness you heve love in action, for YHerein is love, not that we loved God,

but that He loved us, and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins.¥ I Jomn 431G
“The provision of forgiveness is found in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ. For-
giveness comes through the work of Christ. The key thought in forpiveness is the
innocent One suffering for the guilty.

This is the story of Christts dying, taking man's place on the cross; bearing man's

sins in His own body. ®For Christ aliso hath once suffered for sins, the just for

the unjust, that He might bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh." I Peper 3:18
Christ is the Medium through which this blessing of forgiveness is conferred. There

is no other way to be forgiven. WNelther is there salvation in any other: Ifor there

is none other nzme under heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved.® Acts k:12.
The forgiveness of sins is 2 myetery hidden awey in the love of God and the cross of
Christ. We cannot explain it, but we can know it and enjoy it. The words of a simple
chorus partially express it.

"T lost it on Calvary's Hill,
It tumbled and tumbled until
It rolled out of sight,

I was happy that nighhb:
I lost it on Calwary's Hill. t

The Price of This Blessing,

Hfor God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whesocever
believeth in Him should net perish, but have everlasting life." Jobn 3116, VHe

hath made Him to be sin for us, who lnew nc sinj that we might be made the righteous-
ness of God in Him." 2 Corinthians 5:2), "God commendeth His love toward us, in
that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.® Romans 5:8.

Two former college mateg and choms met at the bar of‘justice, one as Jjudge and the
other as prisoner who had fallen intec sin and crime. The faithful judge sentenced

his friend to 2 large fine. But he immediately stepped out of his office as judge,

divested himself of his official garb, and wrote out & personal check, thus paying
the fine of his former chum. This illusirates beautifully the rightecusness and

the love of Gode As z rightecus judge, He must see that the penalty of the violation
of law is paid, but as a loving God He has pald that penalty through the gift of

His only begotten Son.

God never forgives the penaliy of sin uniess that penaity has been mel in the death
of Christ, the sinner's substitute, Surely it is evident that withoui the cross

we could not have any assurance of divine forgiveness. When we see Him dying on
the eross for us, in a redeeming love that travelled to the uttermest, God's for-
giveness passes inte certainty. 1In the cross of Christ we learn what heaven thinks
of sin. There sin is seen in all its awfulness. There we behold the grandeur of
the law in the very glance that tells us of forgiveness. By simply believing the
good news about what Christ has done for simmers, Cod says that Ywe have redemption
through His blood, the forgiveness of sins." ZEphesiansg 1:7. He also says, PBe

it known unto you therefore, men and brethren, that through this man is preached
unto you the forgiveness of sins.® Acts 13:38. The forgiveness of sins is as-
sured only through the perfect szerifice offered once for all in the death of

Jesus Christ. Redemption from thes guilt of sin, from the power of sin, from the
tyranny of Satan, from the curse of the law and from the wrath of Zod was made
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posgible only by the death of the Lord Jesus Christ. It was necessary that our
Redeemer should suffer a bloody death to expiate owr sins, to conguer Satan and
tc reconcile us to God.

Not a soul was ever forgiven apart from redempiion. God does not forgive men be-
cause they are sorry for thelir sins, nor does He forgive them for their goodness,
nor because they turn over a new leaf, nor because they are bapiized and join the
church. God only forgives on the basis of redemption. Y#ithout the shedding of
blood there is no remission.¥ Because we were mnable to atone for sin Jesus
Christ went to falvary, suffered, bled and died that we might be forgiveni and
now today we have our forgiveness through His death on the cross.

His forgiveness is %according to the riches of His grace.® God does not forgive
any because of payment made by them in any form. Forgiveness, like love, is
unpurchasable by us. His pardon ls absolubtely free. It is obtained when we re-
pent and belisve.

The Products of This Blessing.

idfe's greatest Llessing, the forgiveness of sins, is promised by Christ, procured
gt the cross, proclaimed in the gospel, received by failih and lmown by the believer.
There are millions of pecple for whom divine forgiveness is a great and thrilling
facts It iz an experienced reality. There is no relief in this world like the
relief which comes to a burdened soul with the forgiveness of sins. What a3 wone
derfal thing it is to be forgivenl Forgiveness is the spring of joy, the source
of liberty and the startingepeint of victoricus Christian endeavor. Forgiven, the
barriers are gone that raised themselves between the soul and God. Estrangement
has given place to sweel communion. The believer is etermally forgiven the moment
he comes to God through Jesus Christ. He enjoys peoace of conscience, zccess to
Gody no fears of hell and the expectation of heaven. The peace and blessedness

of this release Ifrom guilt are wonderful., The soul is conscious of a divine free—
dome. It can approach God with a happy trust and with perfect courage, for the
past is no longer a source of terror and the fubture is bright with immortal hope.



