HE UNSEARCHABLE RICHES OF CHRIST

"Onto me, who am less than the least of 211 saints, is this grace given, thet I should
preach among the Gentiles the unsearchsble riches of Christ.” Ephesisnsg 3:8.

Ho follower of Christ ever had a lowlier sense of his own importence and at the ssme
time & more exalied senss of the grace -nd glory of the Saviour than had the lpocsile
FPaul., In this text, the Apcstle does not say thst he iz the Measgt of 511 the saints.
Thet would have been 2 very humble seif-estimste, but he plaeces himself in & lower
category still, '"less then the least.Y Thus he violates the modern rules of grammsr
in order to express his own umavorthiness. As he came to know more 2nd more of the
riches of the grace and glory of his Lord, he ceme 1o have s more profound conselcusress
of hig personal ein, so in his First Ietter to Timothy he eslls himgel? "The chief of
sinners." Humility of sonl is the hallemstk of the child of Ged.

®"They who fain would serve Thee best
Are ponseloms most of wrong within,®

After Poul was saved, the ome econsuming desire of hig life was %o preach the sosvel of
Christ in such a way 82 to magnify Chist and to be a blessing to humsnity. He counted
this his greastest privilege., Fe sntered uwpon this Task with intensge delight. o greater
privilege has been given to man in eny dey., It is one thal presupposes an experience '
of grace and a clear revelation of the glorious gosvel., I esmnoi preach with the zzme
zeal and power that Psul did, but I con preach the same gospel under the lesdership of
the same Spirit that Paul 4id,

Our text does not mean thet Christ was rich in money. He zent Peter to caich a fisgh
vhose mouth he would find s plece of meney sufficient to pay tridbute to the government.
Jesus said, "Go thou to the sea, snd cast an hook, ond take up the figh that first omeub
ups and when thou hast opened his weuuh thow ehalt find a plece of money; that tske,

and give unte them for me and thee,¥ ﬁatthem'l?:273 Weither does the text mesn Jhab
Christ was rich in homses for He said, "The foxes have holes, and the bi?ds of the air
have nestss but the Sen of men hath not where to lay hig head." Matthew 8€:20. Nor does
it mesn thet He was rich in forests, Tor the croge on which Be éleé wag the eross of
another. Heither doew it mesn that He was rich in lands, Tor even the grave in which
He was turisd belonged to anothere

This suggestive ~hrase ™he unsearchable riches of Christ™ ig Psul's wey of trying to
express the wealth of grzce and glory thet the believer has in Christ. It is 2 phrase
that will repsy preyerful thought, and is cspable of thrilling =171 irue lovers of the
Sevicur., Ihis word, which ig translated "unsesrchable, ie used’ twice only in the New
Testament. When writing to the church at Rome concerning the wisdom and knowledge of
God, Paul said, "0, the depth of the riches, both of the wisdom and the knowledge of
God. THow unsearchable are His judgments, and His weys past finding our.” Reomens 11:33.
When writing to the Fphesians some years later, he used the same word to describe the
opilence of Christ. '



This word han heen translated "nsearcha™le’; exhsustless,” suggesiing the ipexhanst-
iaility f the weai‘h of Christ, #s lasting as euETultE; "Fathomless, " ”ﬂggeﬁtznm the

as
immessural le depths of the treasurss which are ours in Christ; “uﬁeédlora s smgregt-
ing uhe continentsl breadths of the riches of love Divine. The fact is that there

isn't any word in the English languare, or in sny other for thet metter, thet is capable
of expressing the length, breadth, height, and depth of the plenitude of grace which is
curs in Christ. ILengurze simply breake down under the weight of it, The love of God
could not be pubt into a word except the "ord made flesh,” and it had to be expressed
Wy a deed, even the desth on the Cross,

In comection with this verse, Bishop Youle, of Durham, whose ssintliness and scholar-
ship none who kmew him could ever questicn, contribuied a vary‘beah+1?u? uggestion.

He gpesks of the ™unsearchable riches of our Christ." ‘He transisted the article by the
pronovn, seggesting thet Christ belengs to us -- to youw and to me, What musie there Is
in the personel premount He 1s our Christ.

A Subject For Wonder.

Tn a powerful cherze to young ministers, Joseph Pesrce used this verse and said, "The
ungesrchable riches of Christ excited the Apostle'’s highest surprise and wonder, chal?
enged his keenest powers of mind and hesrt; moved hlm to his profovndsst depthe of
feeling and passion, evok@& his loudest Doxolopgies of preize, took him espiive, =nd held

=

him din delighifpl threll

1. The riches of Christ's goecdness. .
Mr desoisest thou the riches of Fig gzoodnegs and forbearance and longsuflering;
not knewing th-t the goodness of God leadeth thee %o repentence?" Romsns Zik. '

{1) His erestion of us. _
(2} His preservation of ns. .
We ' are preserved and unhgld by His power.
{3} BEis vrovidential cere of uvs. _
He furnishes ug all of the elemental factors of lzfe, such as sir to breathe, waler
to drink, food to eat, clothes to wesr, and houses in which %o live. '
(4) His redemption of ns.
In sddition to Fis written Word, He has given us the earmesi preeching of the
glorious gospel of Christ,

2. The riches of Christls grace,

Ty whom we have redemption through His bleod, the forgiveness of sing according to

AS

the riches of Hig grace.” Ephesisns 1 27 .

"That in the ages to come He might shew the exceeding rzcheq of Mg grace, in kindness
towsrd us, through Christ Jesus,® FHphesians 2:7.
(1) Fis redesming love.
He left the glory which He had with the *ether,.uook vpon Hingel
servant, end becsme obedient unte death. "But God commendeth Hi

in that while ve were yet sinners, Christ died for us.'" FHomans
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T g a feithful saying, snd
worthy of 211 acceptation, that Christ Jesus cane into the wordd to save sinners;
of vhom I sm chief." I Timothy 1:15. The love of Christ is unbounded,

The love of Chrlst sxtends to the vilest sinner. "lhig i

{2) Bis psrdoning mercy.

"ot the wicked forsake his wey, and the unrighieous msn his thoughts: and let
him return vnto the Iord, znd He will have merey upon him; and to our God, for
® aish 55:7. - "The blood of Jesus Christ His Son

¥
He will abundantly psrdon.® Isai 57
clesnseth us from 21} sin.® I John 1:7. Christ met Ssul on the way to Demascus,
perdoned his sin, seved his soul, end commissiored him fe preach. Ie found Jerry
Moiuley in the gutter in New York City, perdoned him, saved him, and empowered
him for service. Christ found us, pardoned us, ssved us, and geve ne eternzl life,

(3) His consoling grace. .
Christ saved and conforted the sowl of the sinful womsn 2% the well of Jacob. He
gave corfort and sirength to the poor widow st Nain. Ee spocke peace to the sad
heerts of Mery and Martha, Every hesrt must seoomer or later go into the deep valley
of humsn sorrow. It is sn unspesksble comfort to kmow that there is no sorrdw to
which we 7e lisble for which Chriet does not have a comfort,

3. The riches of Christ's gifts.

YFor there is no difference betwsen the Jew and the Greek: for the same Ilord over
311 is rich uwnto all thaet eall wpen Him." Homans 10:12.

"Charge them that sre rich ip this world, that they be rot highminded, nor trust in
uncertain riches, but in the living Ood, vhe giveth us richly all things fo enjoy.”
I Timothy 6:17.

(1) T™e forgiveness of sins.
"Every one that believeth on Him shell receive remission of sims,” Aots 10:43,
"Be it known unbo you therefore, men and brethrem, that through thig man is
preached unbte you to forgiveness of sins.” Aets 13:38. FHis forglveness is "Accord-
ing to the riches of His grace.™

{2} Aceeptance with God.

{2) Adoption inte His family.

{2} Peace of conscience,

{5) Unspeskable joy.
"¥e rejoice greatly with joy unswesksble and full of glory." T Peter 1:8,

) A home in heaven,

f. The riches of Christls glory.

"That We would grent vou, according to the riches of His glory, be strengthened with
might by His Spirit in the irmmer men." Fphesians 3:16. He has rrovided for the folil
satisfaction and infinite enjovment of every soul who receives Him. His unseasrchable
riches include s treasury of wisdom, a bank of merit, 2 storshouse of rew rds, from
which the sovl may conitinme to drew throughout eternity, without exhausiing or even
diminishing the supply. His unsearchable riches cennot be calculested, maasured,

fathodmed, dezcribed, exhsusted or diminished.



IT.

Thesze unsearcheble, exheoustless, fathomliess, and vmexslorsble riches of cur Christ are
a glerious subject for our wonder snd mediiation.

(1} Scholers have meditated uvon znd tried to esplore them. They have written scho-
larly books about Christ, and yet not one of them has heen zble to do full justice
to the wealth of His grsce and the transcendent glory of Hig charseciter. The un-
searchable riches of Christ are a startling and en uneeasing wonder fo the reverent
scholsrship of every age.

(2} Philosphers have medifated wpon them znd triled ta diseover %%e ggceret of His
unicue and undying influence.
So far as we know, our lLord never pwb anything down in writing, evcept once when
He wrote something on the ground, and yeit all great literature for nesrly two
Thousend vears has been influenced by Him. HNo library is big enough to conbsin
the books writtern sbouvt Him. So far zs we know, Jesus never neinted a nicture,
and vet the grestest paintings in the galleries of the world have been inspired
by Him. He never composed any music, and yet many of the mighitlest compositions
owe their existence te Him. He never wore & crown, excent the crowrn of thoras,
and yelt the most powerful kings stend in r nee when the "Hallelnjah Chorus "
is swng. The far-reaching and gracious infiusnee of Christ ecan be explzined only
on the basis thet He was God manifest in the flesh,

1 will be = good thing for cur minds to dwell wuch on the HBSEaTChBH %zehos on Christ,
Tt will introduce us inite 2 world of mysteries, realities, and dellghts, It will »ut
2 new light in our eyes, = new courage into our hearts, & new ncie of iriuvmoh into our

testimony, & new abandon into our service, and & new hope inte our future,
An Obhlect Tor Appreopriziion.

The riches of Christ's goodness, grace, gifts and glory mey be unsearchable and pagt
finding out in their length, bresdth, height and depth, but they are not unavailable.
They are all at the dispossl of the believer in Christ. The Saviour and His unssarche
able riches go together, If Christ dwells in our hearts, then 211 His wealth of grace

iz ours, too, for life and service. These riches may be fathomless, bul at the seme time

they are usable,

Think of how Paul approprisied these riches of grace and glory in Christ, He wenifrom
village to villave, town to towm, znd country ito country dishursing the unsesrchsble
riches, snd evemplifying them in his own 1ife in an wpmswally lovely character and a
regnant influence. He kmew how to welcome the grace and glory of Christ into his heart
and 1ife, -

What sbout you and me? Do we know how to draw on the Bank of Heaven to mameb our need?

Why is our spiritusl 1ife so poverty-siricked? Why is the Werd of God so neglected an d

g0 often supplanted by the qneqt1onaﬂle nrinted matters? Wy is it such a trisl ito go to

wvership? VWhy the relucitence to engage in definite gpiritusl serviece? Is 1t not due to

our failure to svpropriate as we ean and ouzht te do the febulous provision which is
tored up in Christ to meet our most clament neede?



