E”:
-
\“
k

THE SPIRTT FLLIED LIFE

I Ephesisns B:18, CGod saye through the inspired Paul, "Be not drunk
with wine but be filled with the umzﬁit” In thia short text we have ie-

i Postive “ommand to be Obeved

Te
ITe A Precious Privilege to be Enjoyed
ETTT. A Plerteous Power bo be Ubllized
Trn ow conaoideration of this text let ug note=swes

T, & Posttive Commsnd To Be Obeyed

it iz an imperative to svery belisever t¢ be filled with the Spirit.
This commend necesaitetes GhP knowing what 18 meant by being £1il-
ed with the ”piriﬁu God is e brue and living God revesling Hime
sclf as Fether, Son, and Holy Spirit., YWe become children of God
the Father by faith in God the ZJon and by the regensration of God
the “pfriﬁ, Thers ere three things thet the Holy Spirit seeks to
de with every unbellieverw=--
1. To convines him of sin=-=JFohn 16:% :
2. To eormwince hinp of righteousness, thet ls; his nsed of & right-
sonznesss which he himself doss nob have and cannct pr ;
John 16:8
2. To convines him of j&@gmﬁﬁm“”Tbhﬁ FLH
The Holy Spirit regenerstes lost people bV'Iﬁgﬁing them to Christ
S N it

;\vaa

and then PFe shides with them zz believers., There are li¥kewilse
threes thingz st least that He seeks to do for every belleveree~o

1 Mo clesnse him from aln

2%.Tc guide him in service

%, To empover him{ op spiritual basks .

He wernts to £111 end endow all believers with a@@aial privileges
ard powers if they will only permit Hin. 8o i ing fﬂliad with the
Zpirit means thet every nock sad corner of @nefg being lg occupnied
by the Holy uﬁif* « It means that every facullby and power Is bro-
a%mt inke loving subjection to the Holy Spirit., It means that ape
petite and anbitim are controlled by the Holy Spirit. It mesns
thet the hristisn ls completely fillied, pozsessed, dominated, mag-
tered, combtrelied, directed, and puided by Tths Holy 3pirit. ILet it
be clesrly understood that this k¥ind of & Christian 1ife s s pogle-
tive command of Almighty God. They who fall to llve 1t ere falling
short of Godts expectaticns of them.

Theres 13 both & negetive and positive commsnd In thils text. The
negativs part says, "Be not drunk with wine®. Is God just and pight
tn expecting Hie children to cbey this commend? Is it a sin to dils-
obay this cmmmﬁnﬂ@' Iz 1t & good comnand or not? It 1s necosgsary
that svery Christiasn beware of this insidious vice snd tremendous
gin of intemperance. The enopmibty of this sin ecan be readlly scen
when we enumerate & fow of the things that drunkenness dogge=—w

1. It disghonours the law of God

Eﬁxt_vwaﬁzﬂmraW%u&’ﬂ}me of God's bouty

e It distrubs the resson of meh

4. It injurez the hesalth of the vody

5. It %ﬁd&ﬁg&?“ the soul--corrupting and debsushing 1l itz
faculties

&, It dive 3%3 mart of hip native dignity snd sinks him below
the brutez.

T It consumes mehls substanse

8. It destroys conscisnce



9¢ It gensrates of ARETY
@&ﬁ%i%ﬁﬁﬁ profs
18, It has %@aﬁ lamer
{1} Bubverts ord
{2} Discouragss f ;
{2} Degiroys dom @31 ic pesce and trangs 151ity
{4) Brings family distress
1le TH iz In open v*%lﬁtimﬁ of the Joviphure commands
2. Tt kseps souls out of the ?1ﬂgﬁam of God,
But ths guesstion m&y Hw azyad, why it iz *ﬁﬁi the writer here
places the pogitive p t of this ﬁ@Mﬂﬁﬁé alongside the negaiive
part which asvys, “Be not dirunk with wine®. Thse answer to this
guesiiom s found in thiz. Hen say they drink bsossuss they have
and appeitiis for drink snd it ”ﬁﬁll&??t?ﬁ tnwmy ard stimuiztesn

v‘

thelr physical setivitiss gt lest bemporariiy,

Wow this text ssys to thoss ase ??ﬁg such results, You do not
nesd Lo go o on in ﬁ?iﬁﬁlﬁﬁ Poy exhilaration Orﬁuﬁ e brightened
ang o tclkkemed. Just he £illed with the Hol Q@irit gyvd yvou will
get 2ll thesse good results which ywou sesk w i o
which comes with drunkenness.® 8o far o émﬁgy& 0 o1l
rasuits and godward sttliiudes aye eoncernsd, being dr el
£illed with the Holy 5ﬁ??1t are &% far apsrt gs hesaven snd hell.
This commaind means thet we are to zesk Lo be filled in our undars

m?ﬂ§3u$; o our m@m0§ifuy in our consciences, in our wills, and
im ouy affeobliong wl this Hﬁéy Spirit., We zhould be Fiiled wiith
Him becsuse thsat is cﬂf gpiritusl birthright: thaet is the way where-
hy we overcome our temptations; snd thet ls the wxeans whereby we arp
endusd with power for service.  Our need ss followersg of Christ at
this present momsnt Is powdr snd molt pep or spiriituality and nol
gpizzerinkbut. Reing filled with the Spiri: iz not omiy & posi
tive commsnd to Ds %L@ sd but glsg=ew-
A Preciong Peivilegs td be Enloved
Tt is & grest privilege and blessing to any Christlan fo be £1ll-
ed with the 8pirit. <t mesns victory in the dai%g 1ife, wistory
oger temaptetlong, victory over the wor 1w§ the tlesh, arxdl the devil,
and vietory in Christian ssrvice to be £ilisd with the Spirit. If
every Chrilstian who ls pob filled with the *pi?it only ¥nmew the
joy and Blessing end power whish he ls mls zﬁg, he would go scrosa
the couwtry if needs be, bo get 1t. If he only knew what h@&?@ﬁiy

gxhileretion, what sublime delighta, whaet holy reverlss, ithers azre

in being filled with the Spirit, he wovld seek it on his knees up-
511 it is found. What & tragsedy that so meny bellavers are con-

tent to live in the derk valleys when they might live on the glo-
rious mounbeinz. Whst & pity thet thousands are content Lo erawl

when they might Tly. - N
The ezpression Y"Pilled with the Spirit" shows thers to be s
gufficlisncy in the blessed 3pirit, zpd His 7ﬁﬁiﬁenea, o 111 cur
souls, to supply all our wents, to satisfy our Jdesgires, and help
ouvr infirmities, We are in darkness and need 11luminetion, ine-
Strumﬁ*oﬁ.anﬁ Airection; He is ths Spirit of light, truth and
wilgdom, ' '
The pers sonal fruiis or bl%gﬁimgs aceruling fWGm he
with the pilrlt ere many and varied. Awmong the
3. Thankfulness for a1l things
"Giving thanks- &¢ vays for all E%iﬁ@a unte God and the Fathsy
in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ.® ¥Fph. 5:20

. o F3 )
The heert which is £illed with the Spirit brims over with
thankfulneas . iving thanks for ouw many mereles Doth re=-




ceived and sxpected, The manrsr in which this thankfulness is
shown ig by=--
1} Humble confession of our unworthinsss
(2) Bumble sclno %émmm? of His merc ies
(&) Topiedving everything torBid glopy
(4} ¥alking in a well-plessing menncp hefaﬁa Him
Leorwe ,
The fruit of the Spirit is love.Y (al. 5:
On every branch and twig of the Christian life is
this red and luscicus f?dzb of dove., It is ths most de
and tender and the sweebtest of =ll fruits., It sannot b
tated or duplieated. It grows o its f?ié oniy on one tree,
the Spipit filled 1ife. If yomr heart is cold, wmaffectionats,
ani mnsympmthe%&c, then the flood tide of CGod's Spirit nseds
to some in. Every phase of Jife should be a phaze of love.
Pepce is love rvesting, Bible study is ?m?& reading its Eﬁv&
letters. Prayer ls lovs keeping tiygt, Comflist with sin ia
love Jealouely fighting for ifs lover gymyathg is love ten-
deriy fesling. Enthusissw iz love eo qaﬁrjng, Hope is love
expacting. Faithfulness lg love g*?u&lﬂg fast., Humility is
love taking its true plsce. Hodesty is loves keeping oub of
sight. Sﬂwl winning is Iove pleading.
?}B J!‘V‘T
Gvd wants His ehildren $o be happy.
His Spirit they will bs full of joy.
dition of 1life caun mey that joy then,
the inward state and not upon the sutward
are those unbéppy souls who will continne
sre what they ars. Glve them sverything th
for phygical coifort and Intellesinsl gratific
will be unbappy still, On the other hand there hogse souls
that refuse absoliutely o De unheppy, no matier ghat @irsumﬁtﬁﬁee
oregs upon them bescause they are filled with Uod and satisfisd
with Christ. The Lord is their Shepherd sc they do not want,
not even for jove.
4, Peace
"Trhe resce of God which passsth all uwndersbtending, shall guard
your heart snd thoughts in Chrsit Jesus,®
It is God's pesde. Ho sbtorm can disturd 1%, no so
it awsy, no sin can corrode 1t. It is sweet peace,
God*s love. What a depth of sweetnsss, what sersne
whet & varlety of inspliration thers wmust be in that
whence all our innccent and noble exsitemerts apring.
&
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The diffsrence between a Spirit Filled Ciristisnand th
iz the difference between = bubbling spring and a dry
Christians haeve to be primed and pumped and pleaded w
to get any service out of then Zven then it is cold snd heartless
&nd indifferent. Othesrs are zugt bubbling over with loving, joyful,

evoted service. mh@”’j&mt mist do something for thelr Master snd
@%%y will find socmet ;ing to do for hzg, wh@zw?ﬁ pat on a prominent
committes or not. The spirit filled hristian can be sountsd on al-
weys His work may be obsecurs and wanoticed of the world, but that
ﬂatnﬁrﬁ net to him, so long as he is conecious of doing eragt‘a will
and of r&eaivima the Divine spprovel.

Here iz sliitel story worth tﬁilinm and remembering: Sir Michael
Gosta was having a MJM@a?sal of a great mWWhﬁ% of ﬁe?fﬁfmﬁw?@ and hune
dredg of aplendid voless. 42 the mimﬁt chorous rang oub, with the

n and begged

!:‘{)
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thunder of organ, the roll of drums, the clashing of cymbals, and
the blast of horn, some young wen p?&yed the yiJveiﬁ far sway up
in some chzcure corner, siad to himeelf, "In g1l this din the
gound of my piecolo cannot be haapﬁ. It matters not if I cease
to play®, end he laid aside his instrument, Sugdenly the great
sonductor %t@@pe d, flung up his hands for sillence and when all
was still he cried, "Bhere iz the pleeclio?” His quick ear had
missed the viccolo arnd all was spoliled,

The Jesson wmy friend iz do thy part with all ﬁ%v ﬁﬁgh“ Littie
thou mayest be, 1£$i§ﬁifi¢ nt and hidden, and get God sseks thys
praeise. He listens for it end all the music of fﬁmﬁ graat unie
verse is made richer anﬁ swagher Decause thou glvest him what thou
canst and art faithful and leboricus. To be fillled with the Spirit
is not only desirable and sttainable through faith in Christ, pray-
ey and obedlespe, but is alsoime- '

£ Plentecuvs Power To be Ubilized:

Wh%ﬁ We ﬂmfr%mdﬁ? Y ﬁiﬂg and belileve we receive the Holy Spirit.
@ﬁ.me gurrender owr ging and believe we are fii?ed with the ﬁ%lg

Sm*m At @mvaVﬁisﬁ the Splprit emﬁerﬁ, at surrender the 3Jpirit

alraauy entered, takes full possession. All the work of f%illﬁﬁg

tesching, lﬂaﬁlﬂg, gulding, @nfﬁwzmg, sgpowering, of ths bsllever
by the =pirit iz intended to enable the belisvser Lo witness for
Christ. Hany @%ﬂyﬁﬁ,m@mh@yﬁ vlod wesril ¥ along et thelr irksowme
and sometimes irriteting t&&k@. This 18 bensuse they are working
in the epnergy of the fleazh instesd of in the pmwgr of the Spirit's

Bivine provision, abeﬁﬁadt§ pL&ﬂt@@zyy and sufflcient, has bheen

made all thet they reguire for the doing of ”&i’ e This
story gomewhati ili wmorates Jodts &*tiauaa toward the bellever.
Ts God Welting"===Neclonkey

I8 we woulld ﬂnﬁy tap the resources of thet nexhsustible regervoir
we would Tind powers relessed to us of whisl
and then we could sccomplish superbuman sxploits of faith, With
ouar llves splrit f1iisd we cen keep our souls %oly, and our bodies
chaste, and we would be rendersd fit for the zervice of God on
carth and meet for the frultion end enjoyment of Fod in hesven. To
be filled with the " pirit ?semmw

1. & positive command to be obeyed

2. A preclous privilege to be enjoyed

Z. A plenteous power to be ubllized

Hely Father; £111 ue with the Holy Spirit.

howe have never dreamed,=-



