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¥hen we vere saved, ve deslered wsr on Sotan snd the Christisn comflict bepsn. The Chrisiisn
iife iz » soptinmal conflict. The battle must be waged deily sceinst the mest relentless
foes, In this worfare there is no discherge. Io this confliet the demerd iz for dovetion,

deeipline, courage,; determimstion, vigilance
i

& Final Predication, Iphesisng 6210,

"Finally, my brethren,; be stm?zg in the Iord, and in the power of his wishi.,” Thue
fer 4his episile hae revesled some intevesting things sbout God's nower, Alvesdy we
have learnsd something of His gaww tovards us, iz bringing us into Bls femily. Theny
we studisd ﬁ%ﬁﬁ exhivition of His power in ug, emebling ws to do sbove sll that we saled
or thousht, Here we leawn of Hiz pover through us, snebling us to fase the foe and
win the vistory over hina,

ds The imeviitsbilily of sirugele.
: F&&z’l 23ys, ﬁ*s&gm, or in resnsert o the rest thet T hsve %old you, do mwt forged
: ndful of the fact thet the sppropristion of these vlessings will of
iteelf im@im sonfiiet,

The YHoly Spirit, the Auther of the Seripturse, never recorded sy needless counsel.
The very feot that He, through the dcestle Peul, told the Evhesisns to pub on
aymayr iz proof thet they should expect confliict,

2y The insufflciency of self,

The very fact thet we sve commnded to be streng in the lovd 188icates that we

are week in ourselver snd therefore insulfielert of curselves. Iwven afller we

heve been saved for yeers we have no move power within ourseless fo Insure vichory
over our soirituel foes than we had on the first dsy «Tber we vere saved, The
empeliency of the power is mobt inm we, bud it iz of God, Therefore, it is recsusary
thet we, by fellowship and soypmmion vith His, meinteir ¢onteet wilh the course

of our muchensaded power,

The average Christien ueswslly tries Yo forget bis weskmess, Ood wanis us te

ronenber 1t and to Peel it deeply, The Christisn should conguer hils weshroess and

be set free from 3t, Uhrist tesches Eis serwent to say, *I take plessure in my
infirndities; moet gladly will I glory in wy infireitics,® The Christian thinks

i weslwees is bls crestest hindrence in the serviee of fod, bul God tells us

that it 98 the gseeret of sucsess, It is our weskness heartily ascevied end contimmell
reslized, thet gives ug our asccess fp snd cluim on the stremgth of Mm Whe ssid,

¥ phrength is mede verfest in weakness,.”

3s The indispenssbility of strength. &
Paul said, "Be strong in the Ierd, and in the power of his misht,® ®Be mede powerdul
fn the Yord," let God mekes you powerful. You nust have spirituel gltrenglh, and
only the Iord con furmish 1%, %o bave no strength of oo owme Without Hn we
eannot do anything, Therefore, fer us to think thel we can be sulficiently strong
in ouwrselves to withatendl the enemy i pure folly, This Polly will end in Pallure
Booner or laber,

Bo Paul uyges us to bé wirong iz the lordl Ee hez & pover thet Be wishes to ewert
through these lives of ours, bt ¥o cen never permil i{ts use wntil we adeit owr
w%@m@ﬁﬂg If we would be strong im the lerd, then ve must teke vhat Be has alresdy
provided for us. Ye canvnet weks ¥; we csn only ftake it. Bul, we cen do thet,

and in so doing be assured of & provision thet will prolect ue in combei,




There is no subsiituile for God's power. Uhen we substitule we ave 1dks David putting

on Bzulle srmor. Devid never could heve ¥i1led Gelisth vhile wesring Sevlls amwe,
Hor will we be ebls to vanguish our spivitusl foes with ary subetitutes for Godts
POUST

P ﬁ@m@@ was ever a tim for bellevers Uo be strong im the lord, 3% i now, vhen
the Torses of evil sre @mﬁmﬁg agsinst the followers af Q%M&‘S: gs never heforey
Those who rocelve the pover of His ssiss&ﬁ‘ sosgess somethips thet will be ecusl to
211 that may come inte theiw ves ¥ whether 1t be sﬁf@% or b1 ttery plessent or
unplessant, loyous or seyvouful, The power of Christ wes eufficient for Poul whew
ke was Tacing ewscution, Tor Folyesro in the %m&a s Tor livingstoms iz ifries
sl for Brelmerd i the rigers ¢f the forests ammz the Tndloms, The souren ef
gur strength is the lovd, Ye nust be strone iﬁ ’%}k@ lord constantly in ovder o
%m propared for Saten's sssavite vhen they coms

Ephwalens 6¢1l,

T, & %a2 Frotestion,

"Pet on the vhole armowr of lod, that ye may be shils 4o stand against the wiles of
the devil.” The werd "srmour” bringe to mind the stevies of the Urussders polng ferth
to face the perile of & long mnd dengevous Journsy through fovelgn lawds, BRefove the
brave kndght sel forik on & ¢russde he looked well to his symor %o poe thet 1t was

in ovder, for he depended on it for vrotection from his foea, Oimee this weorld in
whish God's ;@%@%1@ Gre igzwmgmg im ema%z an u 1friendly place, it is imperative that
the Ohriatisn oilgrin be armored fop *Jr &gmmﬁ Wiz foes.

1s %he provider of the srmor,

. Bluoe we hove nothing with which %0 meet this terridbls fouy fiod provides the avmpy
for us. Forged in hesven, it s & soiritusl srmor for the %rlﬁ“ﬁiﬁﬁ confiint,
God knows exmetly vhat overy boliever nesds Toy mmﬁim from the disboliesl
gtrength and ouwning of the bosls of davkness whieh lie inm weiting to siisck the
fdm@h@r of Christ, _ . - -

25 The vurpese of the arvmor,
The arser is to ensble Christisns Yo stand &g&mﬁ% the wiles of the devil, faien
has & variety of devices vheveby he socly to engrmve Dhristisns, Mo firet stisek
ig in the reslm of the atirselive. &lthough bis wiles arve attreective, they zre
deceptive and trescherows. Hie wiles mevy look ewer so ﬁiz tractive, hut %@@y sting
snd bite Km@ e servent in the @ma ,

vy confiiot ia with the sniritusl hoots of evil aw&yﬁé agm.m‘é us in the heavenly

varfare. Batan, our sdversaryy i © grost decelver snd an expevierved compaipney,

He kpove expotly how to srprosch sseh Christisn, I he canvet defest ne with his

wileg; he resoris to the wee of polsoned arvows, suth es dowbt, uabelis?, ﬁ%@i@im@

poandsl &msé &l seouragement, They hart E,emw ef'ter they resch their mark, T referring
- %o the vrolonged strugrle whish often takes vloee when the adverssry is ﬁ@ma%

and must rmﬁ to lsst diteh tactics iﬁ order to gein the ﬁﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁwﬁ§ Feul spoke

et wwﬁli@

He ave living im evil deve, There are eonstant exposnres to dsngers of att Tdnda,
The nilitont position nuet be meintaified throushoni ii?@‘ e may be week, but

we muet stend. Ve may be WeATTy but we must s%an@ ¥e may be fasrful, but we
must standt. Ye way be defested in & single batlle, but we must siend. Ve may
sec others fall about uey vut we must stand, Ye rey gee others dessrdt the Qﬁ’éﬁ@@g
ot we must glend,

#3% the eritienl moment in the Battle of ‘éé&%@ﬂ&ﬁ wheh a - donended on the
glasdinese of té*g soldisry, emzri@r &f‘%ﬁw pourier kept sm;shﬁmg into the pregense
of the Duke of Yellingion, an s thal, wmilses the treope ab an Lmportert point
were ﬁ.mmmly relieved or withdrawn, they must yield before the fmpetucas onsets




3e

*

ef the %@m%m Br all of these the Dube sent Ymck the sonme %wﬁm%mﬁﬁg m&ﬁ&&@e,
fotand Piyml' ‘But we ¢hall perishl? remosstrated the officer, "Hiend Firnd

spain sasvered the fron<hearted chiefiain, 'Teutll fiad ue tharel 't raloined the
‘“"Ymﬁm ag he fleréely pslloped swey. The resuld vroved the iruth of hisz reniy,

for every mmn of thel doomed brigede Tell, brevely Fizhiing at his post,?

P lard By shand up f“mﬂ FEE s
Btend in Hie ahxs%& h slones
The grm of Flegh z@iﬁ Fall rotes
Te dsze not trost vour oung
Pat on the gospel armer,
ind, wntebing wnle prayly,
Where duty ealls, ov danger,
Be never wonbing fhere.”

e partes of the gruer.

{1} Por the bedy. 611L. o | g
The periz of srmer for the hody ars the girdle of tvuith end the bressivlete
ef rightecusnesz, "Siand therefore, hovldy vouwr loins girt shoud with fwuih,
awd heving on the breasipiate of righlecusnesz." The porments wmust be wﬁ‘%&wﬁﬁ
and fes a@m@{% mcwﬁy sbout the loipe lest ther ghould esuse the warrior teo
stunble or to beecome deflected in hisz stlentiow to the business st hawnd,

The Christian wrridyr ale dove the bwessiniaie of rightepneness, Tho brsogte
plate wer & most importent pard of the knighl's srmor, beestse it covered the
heayt, In thet day men %@xgﬁi with shayrp swords, long svesrs ard ifron darie.
if the warricr's hesrt was not protected by 8 strong bressiplaie of steel,

 the wespone of the Toe would sveedily pul sn end o Rim. An izstentis exposure
of the beart sesnt desth,

But far move essentisl than the breastnlste of sieel ip that of vichieousness

prepared for the believor's m’%@e’ﬁ@ﬁ» Wyd veu 1% ie net his own rishtecusness.,

fow helpless oy believer would bo i he tried to protect himself with selifw
z'iw%@mm&e%é Tast world be as ineffectuel as s bresstplste of ollk wonld
he azeinst the iven deris of the enemy, The righiecusvess of Shriet fmpeted
1o the believer slone cen avell s o bresstnlete of proftection.

"Dressed in Bls righteoussess alome,
Fauitionz to stend before the throne,®

{2} Yor the Teet, 6115, ‘
#ind your feet shod with the preparetion of the gospel of pesce,® Hext %o
the protection for the heert, God mentions thet vhish iu neaded for the Deetb,
In every wer the soldier muet heve Ble foet well shod, or else Be will never
be able to endure long mevehes over rough end stony gprownd. The believer who
Jourreye throush the wilderness of the world should not expest to welk uren
smooth grownd, 2B iz 2 reugh snd herd rosd thed he must travel, go hisz fest
should be well shod for the Journey. The gospel of Christ Lrings pesce between
God and men, snd belwsen mens

£3) Por the hand, 6:16.
“Above all, takiny the shield of “&iﬁw wﬁarmﬁ%; ye shell he able to qusnch
21l the Tlery duris of the wiedked,” Vhen the kpipght hed donmed his ermeor,
ke took up the shield without which he never went to bettle. He held in frenmt
of him 4 grest shield thet protested all Wis body from the flery daple which
vere flyine thick apd feet. These dorls would 1ikely penstrste the sraor enless



&:%,m

the shield was wed as edditional protection. Whel iz the believerts shiels?
% is felthe-feiih im Gody Teith in Christy faith in the Holy Spirit, fmitk

in the Vordeejust that ﬁaimi% ehildlike Tsith which doee net lesve asny room
Tor doubt or despair., This is & time vhen Zaten is tvving zs never hefors

Yo wdernine the fadith of Bod'e ¢bildven, The lems gnd culis ond the fnedidieus
dostrines sussresoalted in decepiive pulss are simed Yo desslive frus (hristisve.
They will deselive some whe ere not grounded in the Word and strong in "the
Paith which wes swse delivered to the ssints,” '

{4) For the head, 6117, _
Bhnd take the heliwt of welvetion'® In order to enpege the enemy one must
ses him, and Ip thie way meke lntelligent comiect with him. To do so mesns
thet there sve times when the wevelior®s hesd myet be exposed around the shieldy
O epurze, that mespe ¢ wotentlsl hit. S0y there ls protection for the head
s8 well,

{8} For the mouth. &:17Th,
"hnd the sword of the Spirit,; vhich s the word of God,? Wt 2 wrotection
Hie hos given usl 1% is sot enly for vrotechtion, but 2lso a wespen for conguering,
The weliever is to wisld "the sword of the Spirdt® gp he jowrneyw through the
world. "The sword of the Bpirit® is intended Yo eouip the Christisn fw hig -
iife of waoesging confliet, 4 pilot withouwbt his chort snd compsse, a scholer
witnoudb his book, sud p soldier withowb his sword ave all alike ridiestlous.

. Bub msre vidioulous end sheurd iz 1% for ove o think of being s Christian

without knowledge of the Yord of Ged, and some skill in the use of this unisgue
VEATON o :

The gonfiist fe real, The sgulvment is perfech. The Tisht has o be wmped.
iet us slend true gnd felthful, In order Yo & soy overy Ghrlsilan must hide
the Word of the Iowd in his hesrt thet he might wee s:%} in the howr of bempation
and therely refreiy Prom elming sceingt God,



