WITHOUT (HRIST

UThat at that time ye were without Christ, 5eing alieng from the common@ea}th of
Israel, snd strangers from the covenants of promise, having no hope, and without

fod in the world" Ephesians 2:12.

This verse conteins a sad description of the former condition of those to whom this
epistle was written. They had not even hesrd of Christ. Once they lived as if He
had never come into the world o ssve man. Once they lived as if there were no
hzaven.

Four words describe ths pitiful plight of the unsavedi—-

i. ZEHelpless. _
x They were without life and strength. 9%¥e were dead in your trespasses and sing.”®

2. Hopeless.
"Having no hope." How misersble is any men¥s condition whoidoes not have any
hepe. How dark the day when no ray of hope shines in! It is hope that keeps a
man smiling when death is eluiching at his heart.

3. Eomsless. .
Without Christ any man is homeless. We are all pilgrims, but we are not
homeless if we have Christ.

4, Godless.

You were without God in & world iteeming with evidences of Eis wisdom and power.
In & world, loved by God, where Godls Hon lived, loved, and died to save sinnes
you were without God. You szy, "But I have always believed in Cod.¥. If you
did not believe in Godls Son the Word of God says you were godless. "Thai at
that %ime ye were without Chrisi, being aliens from the commonwealth of Isrsel,
and strangers from the covenents of promise, having he hope, and without God

in the world! Ephesians 2:12. ‘

Yes, that is the picture of every believer before he came to Christ. Believers
were once without Christ. o tongzus can tell the depth of wretchedness that is
hid in this expression. There is no poverty liks i3; no destitution that is
comparable $¢ it} fer those who die so, ther:ds no ontlook, bui dire despair and
irretrievable ruin. Without Christ thers is no pesce; there is no rest; there

is no safety; there is no hope. Without Christ you are destitute of every benafit
vhich He slone can bestow, Without Chrisit you do not have an advocate fo plead
your cause in hesven; you do not have & representative ¢ represent youw snd
prepare o place for you; you are withoni a Saviour; you are withoud anything that
can meke life blessed or death happy. Without Christ, ere long ye shall perish,.
Yithout Christ you will miss the richest Joys of life, the grsstest support

amidst your #roubles. Those who have Christ as their Seviour have everything that
is necessary.

I know of no words that are any more dreadful then the two words, ®no hope.t

We are familisr with hopelessness in common lifé. We Xnow whai happens in & sicke-
room when hope goes out of the patient. So long as the patient remains hoveful
the doctor has o mighty helpmeet in his ministry, but when the patient loses
heart snd hope the doctor strives in the face of almost assured defest.

The influernce is similar in the ministry of the nurse. ¥hen the lzst chance is

gone and there is xno possibility of recovery, and the nurse hss $o labor confronted
by sheer defest, the service becomss s dburdensome task.

A doctor stands beside = bed wpon which 1ies & man who is very 11l. With his
finger on the patient!s pulse; he is looking intently into his eyes; ecgerly watch—
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children have gathered around the bed, leoking anxiously et the husband and father,
and then at the doctor. At Jlast the doctor says, ™o hope.” '

A ship has sprung a leak at mid-ocean; the sailors are working with all of their
might at the pumps; the water is coming in faster than it is going oubt. At last
the officer says, ™o hope."” : '

A man has been making ewery effort to get out of finaneial ruin, but at last he
has to throw up his hands in despair and say, '"mo hope."

Armies going oul on the battlefields without the inspiring presence of hope prepare
themselves for defeat.

What prevails when hopelessness invades the sick-room and the battle-field is
also experienced in the more secret 1ife of the spirit, in the realm of religion.
When a man becomes hopeless im the religicus life he loses the very springs of
activity, and he sinks in ever-deepening degradation. "Having no hope® are dark
words, but even more so in the comnection in whick we find them is our text.

You had betier be without anything else than without hope. Regardless of your
present circumstances, they are of little worth if yom have no good hope for the
future. I would rather be the poorest man in Kentucky and have good hope Tor the
future than to be the richest man in Kentucky and have no hope for the future.

DBesire, no matter how strong it may be, is not hope. Mere expectation, no matter
how confident it may be, is not hope. Hope is a well-founded expectation for the
future. Any expectation that has not a sure foundation is not really hope.

I. Who Have No Hope?
1. Anyone who denies the existence of Ged.

"he fool hath said in his heart, there is ne God." He may cherish fond
wishes about the future; he may enteritain confident expeciations about it,
but they are not hope. The man who denies there is a God can have no well-
founded expectations for future. '

2. Ainyone who discerds the Bible.
If he rejects the Bible, he has no expectation for the future that has a
solid and certain foundation. If he gives up the teachings of the Bible,
he gives up hope. If he discards the Bible, the future is dark. -

3. Anyone who rejects Jesus Christ as Savieur and Lord.

Seme think they have ground for hepe because they are not infidels. The
Bible holds out no hepe to any except to these who aecept Christ,

"He that believeth on the Son hath everlasiing 1ifej; and he that believeth
not the Sen shall not see life; but the wrath of God abldeth on him,"

One who believes the Bible, but rejects the Saviour whom the Bible presents,
has every vestige of hope swepl away by that very Book lhe believes, For
the man who rejects Christ the future has only blackest despair.

II. In %What YWay These Classes Have o Hope?
(1) They have no gmarantee of continmed prosperity. They may be prosperous

todsy, have perfect health, a comforteble income, hosts of friends,
end a1l thet a heart might wish in the world, bul unless they are right
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with God, unless they have accepted Hls Son, they have no gnarantee these
things w111 continue,

(2) They have no guarantee of continued capacity to enjoy it. They may have
money to buy the most expensive food for the table and yet not be able to
enjoy it.

{3} They have no gmarantee of contimmed life,
" UThere is but a step between me and death." o man out of Christ has any
gocd hope even for the next hour.

Some years ago, in the doorway of the library of the richest American of

his day, in New York City, stood two men., The property of this man invoiced
196¢million. He was in conversation with a business friend, discussing

how to make more millions., You womld szy, he had bright hopes for the
future, but you are mistaken. He had no hope. He viiched forward te the
floor, and when Mr. Garrett picked up Wm., H., Vanderbilt from the floor

he was a corpse. THe next day someone on the exchange asked, "How much did
Vanderbilt leave?” ¥He left it all.¥ ’

2. In the 1ife that is to come.

This life is but a brief spsn at the lomgest. In a few years each of us
will be in eternity--in beaven, or in hell., But eternity is long and never
encs. It is an swful thing to have no hope for eternity. A man out of
Christ hze ne hope of —--

(1) Blecsedness after death.
There is no light in the grave for Christless men. There is only
eternsl blackness and despair,

(2) A gled reunion with friends who have gone or mey go to be with Christ.
The believer loses friemds, but he does not sorrow as those who have ‘
no hope. A Christless men will never meet his sainted mother again,

A Christless women will never meet her baby who departed to be with

Christ.

(3} Pardon in etermsl world. '
That is freely offered here. "No hope."

III, The Believer In Christ Hss Hope.

1. In the life that now is.

We do not know what the future mey bring, but it will be for good. Rom. 8:28,
We Ynow that God will supply our needs. He will not withhold amy good
thing from them that walk uprightly. :

2, TIn the life that is to come,

"An inheritance incorruptible and undeflled and that fadeth not away,

reserved in heaven." He has the assurance thet he is a c¢hild of God, an

heir of God, & joimt-heir with Christ. That is wonderful hope--a gloriocus

hope.
¥Which do you prefer tonight? "No hope" or this hope? TYou have your choice, Which will you
take? Don't neglect Him! Don't reject Him! Accept Christ as your Seviour and confess
Him pow while we sing.



