- THE REDEEMING CHRIST

"In whom we heve redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, according
to the riches of his grace.® == Ephesians 137

411 the doctrines, precepts, parables and miracles of the New Testament point Lo and
eenter in the plan of redemptior. Hedemption has reference to our ruined, wretched,
lost condition in consequence of the fall. It is a term used to signify entire de-
liverance from the consecuences of sin. We are guilty sinners, ‘We are natuvrally
in the prison of Satan and held fast by him. Christ dies on the cross o redeem us
from sin. Redemption effects deliverancs.

Man is Lost and Demands a Hedeener,

"We were conceived in sin and born in iniquity.® WALl we like sheep have gone ssiray,
we have turned everyone to his own vay." .

1. The lost are without God.

The popular religions of the Roman world had many gods. These gods were deified men,
They could be seen by the natural eye. On the other hand, the God whem Christianity
presched was not visible. He dwells not in temples, nor is He worshipped with men's
hende. Those who believed in meny gods could scarcely concsive of a Cod who was
everyuhere. Therefore, those who worshipped Him were condemned as a pecples without
s God. This accusstion is taken up by Prul and throun into the faces of those vho
hzd used it ageirst Christisns. He says: "You were dead in sin. You were without
Christ. You were wiihouvt God. You were without hope. You were aliens from Isrsel.”
What a description! "Without Ged," yet the whole universe is full of God. The sun
shiree for sll. It shines for the rose in the garden, the violst in. the meadowu, ‘
the grain in the field, and the piné in the forest. God 1ls the God of all, but all
do not aceept Him as their Ged. There sre people who go to church, and yet they

are as much without God as the ancient Gentiles or the blind idolaters were.

An individusl without God is like a ship on & storm-tossed ses without a compass,
It drifts with the tides. In the darkness the pilot does not know uhich way to
steer it. He eennot frust in providence for he hes no providence to trust in, He
has ne snchor to cast, Such is the state of lost men. They have no God to trust
in. A man without shelter, without elothes, without friends, without comforts, is
in a terrible plight. But just think of a man without God! Yet people twrn and
flee from God a&s if He were an enemy instesd of s friend. WUhere do your joys come
from? Do they come from your family? It will be broken vp. From business? It
will be diseontinued. God is the one gource of strength and joy. Yet if youare
lost, you are without Him. You are thus in moral darkness, spiritual blindness,
lost in the cares of. the world, the deceitfulness of riches, the loat of things,
and the irtoxication of pleasure.

When pecple are without God, they are left %o mourn with ro soures of comfort.
Without God, you are left in darkness and despair. :

2. The lost are without Christ.

They may live amidst riches, Iuwxuries, plessures; in a country rich in heritages,
literature, business, commerce, and power, but without Christ they are lost.
What a deplorable, appalling condition! Millions of Americans today are as

much without Christ as the heathen are. They are helpless and hopeless without
Him, yet He died on the cross to save them and they neéd mot be without Him.

He is able to save all who come to Him, but they must come to Him. He saved
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the Gaslarene, crazed with sin. He was naked, but Christ clothed Him with the garmentis
of righteousness. He gave him a song to tske the place of his merelless screams; &
home of comfort instead of a home in the tombs. He saved Saul of Tarsus, converting
him from a hounder of the church to a procisimer of Christ; from a foe to a friend,

He ecleansed the sins of the drab of a vomsn at the well, He saved three throusand

at Pentecost. You need not be without Christ. He gives bread for humger, heslith

for sickness, happiness for sorrow. Do you want to be without Him longer?

The lost are without Hepe.

They are in a state of moral darkness, spirituai blindness and death. They are
alienated from God. Their present state they chose in preference to one of light,
peace, faith, and hope. Their affections are no higher than temporal joys. They
are servants of Satan and heirs of perdition. o

An inscription over the huge, hideous iron gates of the prison de 1a Roquette, Paris,
vhich is set apart for criminals who are cordemmed to death, resds, "Abandon hope,
zll ye who enter hersi" This inscription sends a chill of horror through those who
reed it., A&nd vhy wouldn't it, for one without hope is worse off than the child who
through lack of knowledge toitters across the floor to it's mother's coffin, and
seized the bright, glittering handles and rrities them-in gleeful delight.

They who are without hope sre like a farmer who sows, but never respsj like a

" merchant who never sells a doliar's worth of goods; like a lawyer who never wins a

ense; like & doctor who never cures a patiert. How pitishle those who have no

hope! Yet it need not be so. "He that believeth on me shall never die." T"Be-
cause I live, ye shall live aslso." "He heth begotten us agein unto a lively
hope."” He kindles and sustains hope within the bosom.

IT. GCorditions to Redemption

1.

3.

There must be convietion of sik.

Sin is a destroyer. It puts out the light of joy in the heart. It causes nervous
wmrest, and grave uncertainty. It puts out the fires of desire for God and right;
there must be conviction of sin before one desires to be saved, When corvietion
is felt there is hope.” The three thousand were not saved at Pentecost until they
were first pricked in their hearts.

, Repentance is another condition to salvation. -

At Pentecost, Peter said, "Repent.” The importance of repentance is sowmnded in a
note of certainty in the New Testement. Tt was the theme of John the Baptist, He
came into the wilderness preaching repentance. Jesus preached it. He said, "Repent
for the kingdom of God is at hand." "Exeept ye repent, ye shall all likewise-
perish,® Paul proclaimed the doctrine and necessity of repentance. The lost must
come to a state of repentance -- the willingness to turn away from sin in order to
be saved. Repentance is forseking sin. Herod was sorry for the sin of having had
John the Baptist beheaded ard his head delivered to the daughter of Herodisms on &
charger., When Jesus appeared on the scene, Herod said, "It is John the Baptist come
back to 1life agein.' Why did he say that? Because it was that at night he had
tried to sleep and could not. He could see the bloody head of John the Baptist

on & charger. He was sorry for his sin, but he did not repent of his sin.

Surrender to Christ is indispensable to salvation.

The simmer, lost, dead in trespasses and sin, is mede alive by absolute wneconditional
surrender to Christ. Springtime in the soul takes place of winter, doubt gives
place to faith, and hopelessness is supplanted by hope.



I1I. The marvelous provision of Christ. .

"The forgiveness of sins aceording to His grace.!

lu

There is His boundless love,

We sing:
"Love lifted me!
Love lifted me!
Wher rothing else zould help,
Love 1lifted meiM ~

It was His love for lost humanity that emuséd Him to weep over Jerusalem. For the
lost He longer, preached, prayed, cried, and died. His solicitous love willIift
the sinner from sin's depths.- "Love never faileth,"

Ain mged Christisn lay dying. A friend called. Said the sick man, "I have just had
three visitors, and with two of them I perted, but the third I shall keep with me
forever." "Who were they?" asked the visitor. "The first was Faith, and I said
1Coodby, Faith! I thank God for your corpeny ever since I trusted Christ, but
now I am going where faith is lost in sight.! Then came Hope. ‘'Farewell, Hopel
I cried., 'You have helped me in many an hour of battle and distress, but now I
shall not need you, for I am going where hope passes inte fruition.' last of a1l
eame Love, I said, 'You have linked me with God and with my fellowmen; you have
conforted and gladdened all my pilgrimage. But I cannot leave you behind; you
must come with me through the gates into the c¢ity of God, for love is perfected
in heaven!'" ' .

"Love is the theme, lLove is supreme;

Sweeter it grows, glory bestows;

Bright as the sun, ever it glows !

love is the theme, eternal theme."

There is His matchless graee;
"By grace are ye saved through faith.” -The grace of Christ smiled through the un~

measurable abyss of suffering. Through it the crucifiers of Christ found the way
to God. When the sin of mecdness put out the Iight of 1ife, infinite grace led

‘through the depths of gloom vntil it illumined the pathway te God. On the cross

grace crowned Christ as King. Grace made atonement for our sins. Graee wafted the
message of salvation to all the races of markind, It is mightler than sin, "Where
sin sbounded, grace did much more abound." Grace is summed up in these words,
"Jesus paid it all."

tWhen gin-ctricken, burdened and weary,

From bondage I longed to be free,

There came to my heart a sweet message,

tMy grace is sufficient for thee.'™

The grace of God is inexhaustible. I have stood on the banks of the Mississippi,
and there reflected thet during the long centuries it had been flowing, Fields
had been watered, thirst had been slaked, electricity had been generated, miil
wheels had been pulled, ships had floated upon its bosom, but it flows on with—

out waste or want.
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The sun has shone in all its gorgeous, saffron~hued colors through all the ages.
Tt has melted the snows of thoussnds of winters, and renewed the verdure of as
many springs, and painted the golden-tinted flowers of as many summers, and

_ripened the yellow grain of as many auturns, yet it shines on as luminous as

ever. These but faintly rspresent the flow of grace. The figure must stop there
for one day the flow of the stream will be licked up by the flsmes, and that
glorious sun will be quenched in derkness or veiled in the smoke of 2 burning
world. But God's grace will flow ans shine on throughout eternity to bless the
redeened. : . : : : :

There is His abounding pardon.

*Pardon there was great and grace was free., "Mercy there was great and grece was -
free; Pardon there was multiplied tome; there my burdened soul found liberty,

At Calvary!" D. L. Moody used to tell about a man who was tried for a crime.

The witnesses testified to his guilt, but he stood quiet and umnmoved. The judge
and jury were much surprised at his composure. The jury returned a verdiet of
guilty, and the juige was ready to pass sentence of death upon him. The judge
told the priscner how surprised he was that he could be unmoved in the prospect
of death. When the judge hsd finished, the prisorer put his hand into his bosom,
pulied out & document and gave it to the judge. It wes a free and full pardon
from the king., He wes calm because he held hie pardon frem the king.

tJesus pald it all,

A1l to Him I owe:
. 8in had left a crimson s tain,
. Hé washed it white as snow.m



