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THE CHRISTTAN WAIXK CONTINUED

Ephesians 434~16

2. Things involved in this appeal for walking worthily. Evhesians L:4-16.

(1) The

unities in grace. A:4-6. :
"There is ome body, and cne Spirit, even 23 ye are ecalled in one hope of your

calling; One Lord, ome faith, one baptism, One God and Father of all, vwho is
above all, ard througk 211, and in vou 11,9

8o

{2) The

dao

One body--the church.

This body is composed of those who have been washed in the blood of Christ
and regensrated by the Holy Spirit. Accerdimg to the Wew Testament, a church
is an orgenized assembly of those who have repented of their sins and
trusted Christ for their salvation, who have been baptized wpon seriptural
authority after a oredible profession of regenération, who accept the Word
of Ged as their rule of faith emd prectice, who have covenanted together

to disciple all netions, and whose members slrive diligently to plesse their
lord ard Sevicur Jesus Christ. It is the business of a church te evangelize
lost simmers, to baptize believers, to teach her own members, to enlist
them in doing God's will, amd to glorify the Ilord Jesus Christ,

One Spirite«the Holy Spirit.
He is the Comforiter.

One hope-—of resurrection and glory.

One lord--Jesus Chyiétg ' :
Observe that thiz lovely title comee right in the niddle of this seven-fold
wnity, and rightly so. JIordship denotes possessien, pewer and glery.

One feith.
Through falth in Christ as the only and all-suffieient Saviour men and women
are bern ageinm and receive efermsl life., This falth unites Jew and Gentile.

fne beptiom.

Baptiem is the immersion in water of a believer in Christ upon a profession
of faith in Christ ss Saviouwr and by the authority of a New Testament church.
Anything which does not pertray the desth, burial and resurrection of Christ
is not baptism. Only believers in Christ are the proper subjects of bsptism.
The seriptursl crder is salvatien, then baptism and church membership.
Believers should be baptized teo do what Christ did, to please CGed the Father,
to obey the commend of Christ, to confess one's faith ian Christ, and to
dramatize the gospel of Christ,

One God.
He is the Heavenly Father of every Christian. He is sufficient for all
our needs. We are to horor Him by loving obedience.

diversities of gifts. 4:7-11.

Christ Jesus mekes the gifts., Verse 7.

"But to each one of us was glvenr grece according to the measure of the gift
of Christ.”

Christ does mot distribute gifts unwisely. He gives graece proporticmately
te our needs, His gifts are hand-tailered.
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(3) The
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The gifts are bestowmenis of grace. Verse 7,
They are not measured by our necessities, merits, or anything in us, but
according to His own benevolence,

The gifts are the outcome of His gloriows victory. 4:8-10.

Miherefore Be says, having ascended up ¢n high He led captivity captive,

and gave gifts to mwen, But thalt He ascended, what is it but that also He
descended first into the lower parts of the earth? He that descended is

the same alsc who ascended above all the heavens, that He might £iil all

things,® His gifts are bestowed through His triwvmphant asscension.

‘ His gifts enumerated. 411,

¥And He gave some apostles, and some prophets, and somes evangelists, and
some shepherds and teachers.” :

Tt is Christ who saves these religious leaders, gives to them the call
to serviee and the talents qualifying them fer this service.

(a) Apostles. '
Aposties are sent onss--called, separated, ordained, endowed and sent
forth as heralds or ambassaders for Christ,
{b) Provhets. .
They are men with a speclal insight ipbo the will of God, ard men with
a definite commission to speak {or Ged.
{¢) Evangelists.
They are declarers of the good tidings. The task of the evangelist
is not that of serving churches already established, but that of a pioneer
going te regions where no churches exist and seek to win men to Christ.
(8) Pastors and teachers, '
These are two fumetions of the same office. Pastors and teachers have
the oversight of churches and =zre to be engaged in giving spiritual
guidance and instruction. They are of great necessity %o the churches.
Other works will fall to piecss without their laber.

Neither of these can serve the Iord as well in any other vocation. The
trouble with msny ir our modern chumeh life is that they expect one man
te combine all the funetions named here im his own persorality.

purpese of these gifts. 4:12-16.

The perfescting of the sajnts., Verse 12a.

"With a view to the perfecting of the saints." Christ gave gifts unto men
to enable them to be lightbearers, witnesses to the lost and builders of
charches, Differences in temperament regquire a variety of approaches; no
one individuel possesses all gifts. The perfecting of the saints means

te put in first class order that which has become disordered, to place in
proper aligmment what is dislocated, and to clear a counection which supplies
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The work of service., Verse 12b.
"For the work of the serviee." Helping to remove imperfeetions from the

lives of church members does not provide any place for selfish ambition
or vain glery. It requires preaching, teaching and adwonition.

The growth of the church. Verse 12e.
"For building up of the body of the Christ." Thig task is worthy of our

best talents and finest training,
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The unity of the chureh. Verse 13a.
"intil we all mey arrive at the unity of the falth and of the knowledge
of the Son of God."

Christlikeness, Verse 13b.

"it a full-grown man, at the measure of the stature of the fulness of the
Christ." The fulrpess of Christ implies a complete surrender of self to
Hin, Christ gives Himself in &ll His fulness to us, and we should be as
cormlete in cwr surrender to Him,

Escape from protrasted childhoed. Verse 14.

"That no longer we may be infants, being tossed and carried about by every
wind of the teasching in the slelght of men, in craftiness with a view %o

the systematizing of error.? Our lord wants Christians te advance toward
spiritual maturity. Pawl urged his readers to be stable, strong and dependable
Children are so casily led astray. They are seldom able to distinguish
between right and wrong. Peul dencunced those who substitute their own
thinking, 1f it can be ealled thinking, for the Word of God. He tamght

that false doctrines are not what they appear to be.

Growth in grace., Yerse 15,

"But holding the truth in love we may grow wp imto Him in all things, who
is the head, the Christ." Our Lord never intended for any Christian te
remain a spirituel infant.

The proper functionimg of the church. Verse 16a. _

"From whom all the body, fitted together and compacted by svery joint of
supply acecerding to the working in its measure of each one part.? A guarrel
or dispute is as dangerous to spiritual health as an infection is %o the
bedy .

The-growth of the church in love, Verse 16b. '
"The increase of' the bedy makes fer itself to the building up of itself
in love.® Opportunities for Christian growth and service are never exhausted.



