SALVATION BY GRACE

For by grace are ve saved through faith; and that not of yourselves:
it is the gift of God: Hoit of works, lest any man should boast. For we
are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus untc good works, which God
hath before ordained that we ghould walk in them,® Ephesians 2:8-10.

Two words -- sin and salvation -- cccupy a prominent place on the pages
of Godts Word., In the (1d Testament is recorded the story of sin as it
began in Eden and spread throughout the earth. In the Few Testament is
recorded the story of the coming of the Saviour te bring salvation.

Religions teachers have advanced different ideas as to how people are
gaved, Three are preached widely today., Some preach salvaition by works
alone, making man his own saviour and declaring Christ's death on the
cross a useless sacrifice. Others teach salvation by grace and works,
making salvation dependent upen the grace of God pilus mant's own efforis,
thus giving him some credit for his salvation and rendering it impossible
without his works. Still cthers of us believe what the Bible savs and
teach with Paul that salvation is by grace alone and apart from any buman
effort or merit, making the Lord responsible for ocur salvation. Jur text
makes it perfectly clear that salvabticn is by grace without anmy mixture of
buman works or effort on the partef the one being saved.

Human depravity makes salvation by grace absolutely necessary, if sinners
are ever Lo be saved and have a place im God's kingdom. The human race

is condemned because of sin, and if we are ever made free from its penalty
it must be accomplished by the grace of God aparit from merit or works.
Titus 2:11 teaches us that "the grace of God bringeth salvation.® There
is =no salvation apart from it. The only hope for lost sinners is in the
grace of God. The meritorious death of Christ on the cross is the only
ground for the disposal of sin and the removal of condemnation on account
of sin. Salvation is provided because of mant's depravity, and never with-
held on account of it. Omn the cross of Calvary the Scn of fed did for us
that which we sinners desperately needed fo have done for us, and which

we never could have dome for ourselves, and which will never need to be
done again. There He gave Himself in vicarious suffering to make salvation
free to rich and poor aiike.

God?s Word desls with man as a sinner. There is noe difference in the need
of salvation because all have sinned. Sin has affected all of man's life —-
tainted his affections, warped his intelligence and perverted his will.

L. The Provision OFf SBalvation.

As used in God¥s Word ®galvation®™ means deliverance from the guilt, the
penalty, the cower, the love, the dominion and eventually the nresence
of mim. It is the greatest blessing that is offered to man.

Salvation originated in the great leove and the matchless grace of Ged.
As an expression of His love for every human being God sent His only
begotten Son into the world to redeem and save. Christ came and died
on Calvarv's cross as a propitiation for cur sins. Y8od commendetil

his love toward ue, in that, while we were yet sinrers, Christ died
for vsY® {(Romans 5:8)}. Christ did not die for His own sins, for He did
not have any. #®For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sism,
that we might be made the righteousness of God in him® {ITI Corinthians
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5:21}. ®Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures® (I
Corinthians 15:3). %Who his own self bare our sins in his own body

on the tree, that we being dead in sins, should live unto rightecusnesgh
{I Peter 2:24). :

®The love that Jesus had for me,
To suffer on the cruel itree,
That I a ransomed soul might be,
Iz more than tomgue can tell.

The bitter sorrow that He bore,
And ohl the crown of thorns He wore,
That I might live forevermore,
Is more than tongue can tell.n

II. The Plan OFf Salvation,

i. It is by grace,
Salvation was purposed in the mind of God, prompted by the love of
God and perfected by the Scomn of God. The plan of salvation as set
forth in the Word of God is so simple and plain that even a child
can understand it.

It is the desire of God that lost sinners be saved. ¥Say unto thenm,
Az I live, salth the Lord God, I have no pleasure in the death of
the wicked; but that the wicked turn from his way and live: turn
ve, turn ye frem your evil ways; for why will ye die, 0 house of
Israel® (Ezekiel 33:11}. ¥Por this is good and acceptablie in the
sight of God our Savicur® (I Timothy 2:3). #The Lord is not slack
concerning his promise, as some men count slackness; but is long-
suffering to usward, not willimg that any should perish, but that
all should come to repentance® [II Peter 2:90).

Many attempt to achieve salvation through personal efforts and
meritorious works in spite of the fact that Cod's Word repeatedly
states that it is an impossibility. Saslvation is never nerited by
numan goodness. Man can never do anyvthing %o deserve it. He one
will ever be able (¢ present his efforts to God and receive eternal
1ife in exchange. Salvation is "not of yourselves.® Self can never
save you. According to the scriptures, there is no salvation apart
from CGod's grace. ®For the grace of God that brimgeth salvation hath
appeared to all men® (Titus 2:11), ®Who hath saved us, and called
us with an heoly calling, not according to our works, but according
his own purpose and grace® (II Timothy 1:9). #By the works of the
law shall no flesh be justified®™ (Galatians 2:16}. #Not by works
of rightecusness which we have done, but according to his mercy he
saved us?® {Titus 3:5). Salvation cannot be purchased by any acis
of service because it is "not of works.®

.
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Salvation is entirely Ged's gift {o us. We cannct save ourselves
and we de not have anything of our own to offer for it, fGodls Word
tells us that "The wages of gin is death; but the gift of God is
eternal 1ife through Jesus Christ our Lord® {Romans $:23).

"Hazught have I gotten but what I received

Grage hath bestowed it since I have believed;

Soasting excluded, pride I abase;

I'm only a sinner saved by grace.?
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Salvation is not partly of grace and partiy of works:; it is all of
grace and none of works. Man must accept it as s gift from God
gtherwise, he will mever receive it., This is illustrated in a
statement by Dr. Alezander Maclaren, the greal preacher of Edimburgh,
Seotland. Not long before his death, he was visited by his associate,
My, Gustart, who inguired, "What are you doing, brother?® DIr.
Macliaren renliied, ®I'11 tell vou what I'm doing, brother: I am
gathering all my prayers, all my sermons, &il my geood deeds, all my
evil deeds; and I am going to throw them ail overbsard and swim to

glory on the plank of free grace.®

3

During this 1ife we shall never understand the complete meaning of
grace. however, we do know this, that God's grace is His boundiess
love freely expressed toward those whe are entirely undeserving.
Grace is Godts ummerited love in action toward lost neople, rescuing
them from their fallen condition and giving them eternal life. Dr.
4. H, Jowett sald, ®"Grace ig the enevgy of the divine affection
rolling in plenteousness toward the shores of humarn need.® Oh, what
a wondrous plan that He loved us, suffered for us and died for us in
order that we might be saved! Han's only hepe of salvation is in
the marvelous grace of the Lord Jesus Christ.

"Ia lovingkindness Jesus came
My soul in mercy to reclaim,
And From the depths of sin and shame
Through grace He lifted me.®
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it iz through faith,

This salvation which has been provided by the grace of God is :
offered fto men a&s a gift upen their sccentance of Christ zs Saviour.
It becomes ours through faith., Our obtaining this salvstion does nob
depend upon our unworithiness or our worthiness, but upon our absclute
trust in Christ,

Faith is simply the instrument or hand that takes the gift which God
presents o us. It is the counnection or chauanel through which the
divine supply is brought to the bhuman need. Men receive salvation
directly and immediately upon the exercise of faith in Christ. In
this experience of salwvation God!s part iz "oy grace® and nman's part
is "through Taith.? Some say that salvation is by grace, threugh
faith, plus baptism, plus joining the church or olus something else,
God's Word teaches that salvation dis by grace threough faith plus
nethiang.
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he Purpose 0F Salvation.
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XX,
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text states emphatically that we are God¥s workmanship., God
Worker. The saved are His workmanshir and His workers., God es
saving work through Christ. Nobhody bas ever been saved apart from
hwrist, and none will ever be. Balvation starits with God and is affected
wongh Christ. Salvation is not the work of self, the work of men of

e work of a church. It is the work of God. He saves us by making

new creatures out of us through the atoning work of Christ.
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God hae not crested us in Christ Jesus in order thalt we may talk
about our good works, but in order that we may "walk in them.¥ Verse
ten contains an arvresiting statement about the purpose of salvation:
fFor we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works,
which God hath before ordained that we should walk in them.®

Just as certainly as man is net saved by his works, he is saved in
order that he may do geod works. HMen are to perform good works because
they have been saved. Good works are the very end of our new creation.
Good works are not the root or cause of salvatien, but they are the
frudt and result of salvation. As we plant trees in order that they
may produce fruit, so our Lord expects all of us whom He has saved to
perform good works for Him. Good works are the dividends or fruits
which God gets from the salvation which He gives us. Are we habitually
working at our God-ordained business as we should? If not, let us get
busy at it immediately. :



