THE CHRISTIAN WALK
Ephesians Asl.-5:21

Having considered the wealth of the believer im Christ, we now come to the real test for
us. If this wealth is te be enjoyed it mms®t be snprovriated and used,

This fourth chapter of Evhesians commences the more oracticsl part of the epistle, and with
great tact it leads us from the doctrines to the duties or the deportment. Instruction

is followed by extortation. There is not a commencement of something new at this point,

but a continuation. In the Bible, doctrine is never sepsrated from 1ife, nor Taith from
practice. There is ne change of gubject here, for the "hezvenly calling® demands the
"heavenly conduct." It is dwty that springs from the docirine, answering to it and enforced
by it. To turn from the dectrinal to the practicsl is not a break or a breach. There is

ne divorcement of Christiarn doctrine snd Christian doing, eor between faith and works. Accord-
ing to God's Word as recorded by Paul, duties are zlways based wpon doctrines, creed determines
character, and belief is expressed in 1ife, In the first three chapters of this epistle

the greal doctrines are sei forth, and in the last three these doctrines are applied fo

life. Even though it is far more pleasant to dwell on the blessings snd privileges of
Christianity and leave its rvesponsibilities ombt of sight, Pavl informs us that we are called
not only into privileges butl into obligations as well. Ho, we now pass from deetrine te
devotion, from adoring te adorning, asnd from what we are to what we ought te be because

of what we are,

I. A Christian Is To Walk Werthily. Ephesians 4:1-16.

"1 therefore, the prisomer of the Lord, exhort you 4o walk worthily of the calling
vherewith ye were called.® The werd, therefore, reaches back to all the blessings and
the exalted position which bellsvers enjoy inm Christ, and then looks zhead to the
obligations which such privileges put upen them. Feul designated himself as a prisoner
in the lord, meaning that he was 2 orisoner becsuse of his comnection with Christ, and
for ne other reason. He was a priscmer because of his service for Christ, but he bere
cheerfully his hardships on that scceunt, happy thet he was counted worthy to suffer
for Hnm,

Paul exhorted all Christians Yo "walk abeubt, to conduct themselves, or to erder their
behavier in a manner worthy of their vocatien or calling." Walking expresses a duty
and responsibility corresponding to our privileged stending. Ohristians are to see

te it that their practice measures up to their profession. The two must mateh. That
‘his walking shenld measure up to his standing iz the very essence and gozl of the duty
of the believer. Paul repeztedly emvhasized thes importance of walking worthily as a
Christian, %I therefere, the priscmer of the Ilord, beseech you that ye walk worthy
of the voeation wherewith ye zre called," Ephesians A:1, "That ye might walk worthy
of the lerd unto 21l pleesing, being fruitful in svery poed work, and inereasing in
the kmowledge of God." Colossians 1:10. %That ye would walk worthy of God, who hath
called you unto his kingdom and glory." I Thessalonians 2:12., It is commanded, urged
and expected that Shristianz will walk worthily.

What are some of the characteristics of a believer who walks worthily eof the veeation
wherewlth he is called? '

1. He is a worshipping Christian. .
God's measure of a Christian vho walks worthily is when, where and in what spirit
he worships God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit.

2. He iz a walking-with-the-Ilord Christian, :
Walking with the lord in lowly service brings honor and glory to His name.
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He is a witnessing Christian,

Any

Christian who walks worthily bears withesz to the saving, sanctifying and satis-

fying power of Christ. He witnesses to the deity of Christ, and worships Him as

God.

He is a working Christian, : - : _
He cheerfully works for the Iord under the supervision of the Master-workman.

He is a watchful Christian.
He watches his thoughts, hic itemper, his tongue and his outward walk before others.
He is preyerful, careful, considerate of others, and concernsd about the will of

God,

He studies to discover the will of (od =znd then strives feithfully in the

doing of it. He wanis God to direct and use him so that he may not become a
castaway in Christian service,

He 1
A wi

s & wise Christian,
ge Christian surrenders all to God, and then receives from Him the wisdom and

grace which are needed for éeily livimg snd sceeptable service., Any wise person,
whether saved or unsaved, avoids needless disputes, wrangling and quarrels. A

wise

Christian avelds the appesrsnce of evil, He neilther courts sin nor compromises .

with it. He follows the directioms of the FHoly Spirit and of the Seripbures, which

are

never contradictory.

He is & waiting Christian.
& Christisn who lives vorthily waits wpon God for help in time of need. He prays
to God and patiently awaits the answer. lMoreover, he waits for the return of

the
the

Redeemer., While he walis and watches for His coming, he works to earry out
Iord's plan and prograz for his life,

s God's children we must never forget whose we are and whow we serve., Those of us
who have trusted in Christ are Christisns, or Christ's ones. There is a dignity about
Bis femily which challenges every one of us te the highest level of conduet for the
familyts sake,

1.

Walking worthily of our ealling. Ephesians L:l-3.

This

(1)

(2)

(3)

{4)

ealling is referred to in the Scriptures as follows:

4 heavenly ealling, Hebrews 3:1.

Miherefore, holy brethren, partakers of the heavenly calling, consider the
Apostle and High Priest of our profession, Christ Jesus." It comes from heaven
and draws we toward that wonderful plsce.

A high calling., Philippians 3:14.
"I press towsrd the mark for the prize of the high calling of Ged in Christ
Jegus.” This ¢sll is from God.

A holy ealling, II Timothy 1:9.

"Who hath saved us, and called us with an holy ecalling, not according to our
works, but according to his own purpose and grace, which was given us in
Christ Jesus before the world began.® The end and purpose of it is holiness.

&n honorable calling. I Timothy 1:17.
"How unte the King eternal, immorial, invisible, the only wise God, be honowr
and glory for ever and ever., Amen." We are called %o serve an honorable Master.

Walking worthily of our ealling is withim the reach of any consistent Christian.
Such a walk is an impressive, continuous and unanswerable sermon.



