- GRIEVING THE HOLY SPIEIT

"And grieve not the Holy Spirit of God, whereby ye ere sealed unto ﬁhe day of redemption.?
Ephesians 4330,

To whom was this warning addressed? Was it for péople who were unseved? ¥eo, it wes addressed
to the saints at Epbesus, to people who were believers in Christ, %o peopie who had been
sealed with the Holy Spirit unto the day of redemption.

This startling expression, "Grisving the Holy Spirit! describes & strange bul sad fact. It
is used only once im the Bible 2nd z2pplied to Christiasns then., It mezn® to cause sorrow o,
to make sorrowful, to plunge into deep sorrow, or to cause acube pain. "Grieve! is a love
word. One can snger an ensmy, bubt be cannot grieve him. The vords are mutuslly exciusive.
Cnly one who loves cen be grieved. ‘The deeper the love, the greater the grief occasioned )
by slight or by sin on the part of the one who is the object of the love. The word "gridgve" .
most definitely impliss personality. The fact that the Holy Spirit can be grieved is abso-
late proof that He 1s a persom. You cannot grieve &n influence no matier what you deo.

You cannot bring scrrow te the wind or the sunshire., I cannot grieve your influence., 'This
is something which is pogsibie omly to selfsconcious personality. Only a persom can be
grieved. The Holy Spirit can be grieved by whai we think, say, and do.

This text alse testifies to the Holy Spiritts love for us and interest in uws. We do not
grieve those who do not love us. Ve may cause them to be smgry, but we do not grieve them.
. The word Vgrieve' implies 2 very close end tender relstionship. We are not grieved over
the conduct or experiences of these for whom we have no concern. o speak then of grieving
the Eoly Spirit is to acknowledge Eis love for mws. Seo, it is o matter of great importance
. t0 Him what we think, say, or do. We, ourselves, are grieved when our loved ones fail, or
go down in some sin, but we cannot begin to feel it as much as the Holy Spirit does when
Christisns fail or fall. This fact shouvld cause us te do the things that would meet with
His approval. The fact that we cause sorrow o the Holy Spirit by our zine should surely
act as an effeetive deterrent. BPBut not all Christians realize the poignancy of the sorrow
which their sins occasion Him. Now.sensitive to sin this should meke us, lest we should so
griseve Him, disappoint Him, and cause Him peinl ,

Car tesxt emphasizes & charscteristic of the Spirit that we are inm denger of overlooking.
Behind these striking words lies the facts that the Holy Spirit, like s good mother, desires
the best for Eis own. VWhen that purpose is thwarted or frustrated, there is deep grief snd
sorrow. Often, we are s¢ foolish that we prefer the things which hurt =nd cripple us, and
which grieve the heart of the One who purposes and desires betier things for us.

I. The Causes of Grief To The Holy Spirit.

In order to have a clear conception of the things that grieve the Holy Spirit, it will
be well for us to begin with the surroundings of the text. If you want an answer that
i¢ clear and soxplicit, resd the verses immsdiately preceding and following our texti.
The injunction of our text occurs in the midst of a2 1ist of sins of speech and action,
8ll of which grieve the Holy Spirit. It would be & healthy spiritual exercise to deli-~
berately go through this list and discover whether or not we are gullty of eny of them.

1. Unholy immginstions.

2. Impure thonghts.
If you set yonr keart upon enything that is evil, He will be grieved.

3. Corrupt words.
"Corrupti—-worthless and flippant talk. Isn't this one of the sins of the day?
et no corrupt communication proceed out of your mouth.?
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Sinful sctions.
Indulgence in outwerd acts of sin,

(1)

(2}

- (3)

(%)

{(5)

(6)

(7}

Ignoring His presence.

Disregarding Him. Thoughtless irreverence towsrd His personslity. Indif-
ference respecting His love. Meny Christiams live as though thers were no
Holy Spirit. From Sunday morning until Saturdsy night they fail to reeog-
nize their Hesvenly Guest. And who enjoys being ignored? Don't grieve the
Holy Spirit by the coldness of forgeifulness.

Feglecting the means of grace.
2. FPrayer.

Someotimes it is hurried end unresl. Often neglected.
b. Bible Study.

Bible is seldom reed and studied. Often forgotten.
¢. Church attendance. : '

Irreguler or infrequent.

Rejecting His teachings.
We grieve the Holy Spirit, vher through prejudice, vnbelief, or wilfmlness,
we refuss to sccept His teechings and to obey them. .

Hefusirng Eis guidsnce.
Thwerting His plans., Someone humorously said, "There ere two sides to

.every questien: my side and the wrong side.? Well, that is abselutely true

of the Holy Spirit. You sre either on His side or you are on the wrong side.
Every time that you heve ever refused His guidance and gons in yeur own way,
you have grieved the Haly Spirit.

The Holy Spirit will not force you to follow Him. Hs leads on and He plesads
with you to follow., Many of us grieve Him because we do not have any desire
to follow Him to the mountain tops, beceuse we seek satisfactions in the ’
things that cannot satisfy, or becsuse we often still cling to some sin. He
is never pleased when we know God's will and fail to comply with it.

Undue devetion to the things of the world.

Worldly pursuits, forbidden plessures, unholy smbitions, and unhallowed af-
fections. Unnecessary associsiion with the ungodly may hush the voice of
the Hely Spirit. BEHis holy jealousy is excited by an unholy love of the
world., If & mother sees her child fonder of somecne else then of her, she
feels it & very hard trial to bear. He is grieved when you love worldly
things better. He desires and demands 2ll the love of Christians.

Unconcern about the cause of Christ.

ferrying on His work is the first objective laid before us. The Holy Spirit
mst be grieved when we do not undertake it. For us %o feil to desire and
strive after the highest and best must gfieve Him.

HIim pressing on the upward way,

Wew heights I'M geining every day,
Still proying es I onward bound,

Lord, plant my feet on higher ground.

That should be the perpetual longing of every Christian heart.
Serving the Lord in our own strength.

Fe is grieved when we substiiute fleshly energy and worldly policy for His
suhduing, quickening presence.
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(8) Questionsble practices.
The little sins, regarded as inconsequential, grieve the Holy Spirit snd
check His gracious inflow of power. The life of separation from the world
is the price of spiritual life and victory. You should not tempt others to
do wrong by example.

(9} Fulfilling the lusts of the flesh.
 Galatiams 5:16-26. What are some of the things whichk grieve the Holy Spirit?
Gelatians 5:19-21 gives en extended list.

{10) Exhibiting the carmel nature.
A11 heat and passion, 2ll worry and anxiety, 21l sins of envy, jealousy,
pride, hatred, malice, grudge-tearing, bitterness, wreth, anger, covetousness,
lust, gossip, spite, umkindness, and wnforgiveness.

{11) Ingratitude. :
Nothing cuts one te the heart more than, after having done his utmosi for
another, to be repeid with ingratitude. We do like to know that there is
thankfulness in the heart upon which we have conferred & boon. [The Holy
Spirit is grieved when He looks into hearis of professed Christians and sess
1itile love for and gratitude to Christ for all He has done for us.

Il. The Conmsequences of Crieving The Holy Spirit.

l. It will injure our knowledge.
2. It will injure our happineas. ,
 An accusing comscience and broken fellowship causs unhappiness and misery.

3 It will impoverish our lives. '

L, It will injure our usefulpess.

5., It will injure the Holy Spirit. . '
Porhaps it is & little difficult to wnderstand how He can be grieved by our atbi-
twde and conduet.

(1) He is a Person.
¥o one need fear grieving a mere influence or sn abstraci power.

(2) He dwells within you if you are a Christian. ‘ ,
Whet does He think of your behavior? Does He like the way you kesp houss?

(3) He controls through love. ' ' , ‘
He di2 not ecome inmto your 1life to dominesr or coerce. He is satisfied with
obedience in leve only. ' )

{h) He is highly sensitive,
Are you hurting Einm with your weys and sins? Sin cuts Him sorely. He hates
sin., He does mo sin. Will you compsl Him to witness sin in your life?

{(5) He trusts you. _
It is 2 wonderful thing %o trust Cod and to testify to His faithfulness, Pat
1t is a2lso 2 wonderful thing if He can trust you and testify to your faithful-
ness. Let us prove ourselves worthy of the trust and confidence which He has
in us.

The way of recovery from this sin of grieving the Holy Spirit is that of repentance. That
ig an old-fashioned word, but we need to hear it sgain and again. It includes a sorrow for
gin ard & willingness %o put it awey. : '



