143 BECOMETH SAINTS®

"Buv fornication, and all
you, as becometh saints.t”

or coveltousness, let 11 not be once nemed among

juL
o

Every resder of God's Word Lnows that the word "saint® is used frequently in both 014
and New Testements, espeeizlly in the latter. In the Hew Testament the word Tsaint® is
not used exclusively of tho . have atnalnea # giete of excepiional holiness., It is
not reserved for those in the m?mrr now, whe were charscterized hy extraordlnary saintli-
negs during thelr eartlly sojourn. Int" i used sivty-two times in the Wew Testament
to designate the believer in Christ Jesus, TSaint” is the ecuivalent of "Christian,"

no matter how low the stalte of spirituelity may be. The term never ipdicates personal
character or worthiness., Christisn eainthood is not the result of personsl achievement.
It is a new spirituel standing i3 ch God, in His wonderful grace, brings men and
women, by the ministry of Fig Holy O when they resent of sin and trust in His Beloved
Son.

Lo

Dr., M Graham.ocrogg¢e well Sﬁﬂu "The Bible uses the word not as a merk of atteimment,
but 28 an evidence of ' 1wt with reference to the believer's state, but to his
standing, not of what w world, but of whel we are in Christ, Sainthood is
not a prospect at the stian career, bul a bestowel at the begimning of it."

4 saint is nothing more nor less then & believer in Christ. "Saint! ie a term used of

all Christians whether they are dead or allve, rich or poor, pious or implons, spiritual

or carnal, Tt mey seem & to fipd to be the case; nevertheless, it is
true. Sometimes s professad Chri: 1 and aetive church member will say, "I am no saint.!
What does he mean? If he is not a sz nt, then he s nobt a Christian., If he is a Christian,
then he is & saint. The trouble iz that he hes & falge conception of what saintship is.
Sometimes in saying this there iz an indication of & contempt for the saint. Tt is

not merely that the speaker doss nol consider himsel?” a sainty there is a quiet under-
current of satisfaction inm his hesrt that he is not cne. That also is born of this false
conception of saintehip.

Aceording to the New Testament, = ssint is one who is united with the life of Christ,
Every Christian is a saint. The burden of the Epistle to the Ephesians is that Paul was
writing to the saints in the commmity ‘ that is, the people there who bhelonged
t0 Chriqt Be was qaying to them, "Tou live as becometh sainte," It is

P with Christ, and yet to fall inte

i1l and purpose. God has seomething
better for us than that, But it iz a g rent to know that although we may
sin we do mot cease to be Christians. We may zct in a way which is unworthy of the
precious name we besr, bul we do not thereby fell out of the family into which we have
been born by the Holy Spirit.

uhe gins of the old llLe. Tﬁx, is not th
£3

A& 1ittle boy who had seen the sunshine gsireaming through the stained-glass window said:
"4 ssint is a person who lets the light shine through." We should refiect the glory of
Christ and transmit the light of His gospel. John the Baptist was called a burning and
shining light. Some burn without shining. There is a smoke without light. Some are
better at whining than at shining., 4We are to be luminaries in this dark world, pointing
cthers to the Eaghb of the world., It has been szid that a saint is one who- makes it
sasier Tor others to believe that Uod is love, thet Christ is thelr Ssviour, and that the
Christian life is the happiest and fullest life of all.

While 211 believe TS 1r bLTl"i are saints, not 8ll are saintly. Meny are 1like the Corinthians,
whomr the Word of 0o vte (T Corinthians 1@2), "For ve are yet cernel: for
vheress there is , and strife, snd divisions, sre ve not carasl, and walk
as men®™ I G(T¢ﬂ\5 : : re iz an awful cherge against those whom he has just
called ¥saints.” 14 rovesl

g clesrly how sainte nsy become very uneaintly and unholy in
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thelr daily walk--not because God wante it this way, bub because saints vield toc The flesh
‘rather than the Spirit.

I, The Revelation.

1. The ssint is the inheritance of God.
Paul prayed that the FEphesian Christians might lmow "the riches of the glory of
his inheritance in the sainte," Zpheslane 1:18,

As a Christian, I am God's property. I am that by creation. Also, T am Hig by
redemption, I am His by all of His infinite work in me, whereby sin is put
avay &s to ite gullt, is being dealt with as to its pover, and uliimstely will
be put avay as to its presence,

My personality, which ineludes 1ntellecn, emotion and will, belongs to God., I
am not discussing the question of whether or not God has 9055953103. I am dig-
cussing the oueutlon.of Fis absolute proprietorship, As a saint I belong to
Em. T may be using theee hands contrary to His will; I may be using these
feet to take me on some goar w2y walch is out of the way of P?ﬁ appointment; T
mgy be robbing Fim, but I belong to Him. ‘

2, The saint 1s_the,warﬁmarﬂﬂlp of God,

"For we are his worlmes created In Christ Jesus unto good works," Ephesians 2:10
A seint Is one upon v ie working to & definite end. As God's property,
the saint may be : ct, bul He by the processes of teaching, diseiplining,
brealking and melin toward rak:n? perfect. This word "workmanship™
reminds ene of the t figure of “he potter and the clay. The clay

is the potter's propo rtv It is that when it is still an inert mase, without

form or beauty, and very wnstiractive, Fow watch the potter. He takes the clay
and puts it on the wheel, own fool turns the wheel. His own hends are

wpon the elay. In the wind of the potter there is a vision of a vessel of

beauty and for use., The ciay is pliable in the hands of the potler, 4As ths

wheel revolves the thought of “oauty is translated inte a thing of loveliness.

"We are His worlmenship." Thus God's hand iz upon the saint, melding, wmaking,
- perfecting something of beeuby for all the coming ages. I am His workmanship

ag well as His properiv. : :

i
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3+« The s2int is the habitetion of God.
"In whom ye also are bullded together for an habitation of God throuph the Spirit.”

Ephesians 2:22, 4s the {igure changes 1t becomes more full of beauty and life.
4 Christisn or saint is the home of God, the place into which He ccmes and rests,
the place where there is no chawmber 1oched ageinst Him, Do you have any chamber
in thils hablitetion locked againgt Him? Have you glven Him right of way over
three fourths of the home, but locked Him out of the other fourth? Why not

open 21} the doors to Him? Hand over the keye to Him., If He comeg in, Ee will
change the setting of things in that room to 1nach you have not admitied Him,

But He will add to the besuty!

I, The Reguirement.
It becometh saints:

1. To be ﬂtrong. ,
This truth is brought out clearly in Paul's creat prayer for them., "That he would

grant you, according to the riches of hisg glory, to be strengthened with might
by his Spirit in the inner man." Ephesians 3:16. Paul IEnew the need 2nd value
of spiritval power in the lives of the saints at Ephesus. e was also consclous
of the impotency of men to cope with the evil spiritual foreces that are within
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and without, It is not the will of God that His people be impotent, Tt i1l
becomes the saints to be weak, Our foes are formidable, our tasks are tremendous,
and the needs of the world call for an ample supply of the great power of God,

It is & terrible reproach to us to go through all the forms of godliness and use
all the beautiful terms of Christian 3omeﬂclgture, but live powerleﬁs lives. To
be powerless, when Christ has all power and can give us all we desire and need,

is an arralvnment to which we can mske no answer that is not Qelfalmcrlmlnatlpg.

To be stable.’

Paul brings this out in another petition of his great prayer: "That Christ mey
dwell in your hearts by faith; that ve, being rooted and grounded in love,®
Ephesians 3:17, Tt is strange that so many sainis never geem to have any depth.
There is no root, and under the burning rays of temptation znd trial they wither
aWay .,

It is & glorious thing for saints to be "rooted and grounded," Tt is like a
ship securely anchored or a bullding proverly erected on its foundation.

To bhe scholarly.

Paul's prayor for the Ephevsian Christisne was that they "may be able +o -comprehend
with all gaints whet is the breadth, and Jenglth, and depth and helght, and to
know the love of Christ, which passeth kﬁbziedgu.” Ephesians 3:18-19. Christianity
never puts a premium on iAm rance. The lzzt thing which Peter!s ven wrote for
the lord was an exhortaticn to "grow in the grace, and in the knowledgs of our
Iord and Saviour Jesus Christ.® II Peter 3:18, Poul commended the Berean saints
because they were searchers after the truth, and for this reason he regarded them

Le
‘ag being more neble than their Thessalonizn neighbors.

Bible study mskes for ssintiy nobility, and to saturaie one's mind with divine
truth is becoming in the lives of saints, When there is dust on the Bible there
is bound to he diri in the heart of God's ssints. Either the Bible keens us
from sinning, or sin will keep us from studying the Book.

To be successful.

God never intended for His children to be failures. Since we are Christisns, we
ought to be successful ones. With this in mind Peul prayed, "That ye might be
f£illed with all the fulnsss of God," Ephesians 3:19, There iz no need for any
of Ged's children tc be unbalanced so long as divine fulness is availlsble,

We like to see young pecple succeed in their educaiionsl careers, and to see
people succeed in business and in professionsl life. And even more, we delight
to see the saints of the Iord successful im all that God hss gliven them to be
and to do. Meny vears ago a goodly number of beehives were sarried to the island
of Barbades in the West Indies, AT first the bees went to work djliﬂentiy,
cathering honey for the coming winter, bul, when those bees discovered that they
were in & land of pernetual summer, they ceased to gather honey. Instead they
spent much of their time fiyving around and stinging the natives., So it is with
Chrigtians sometimes, They have degenersted spirituslly. God bas surrounded
them with so many blessings that inastead of working for His glory and for the
good of othevs, they snend most of their time living for self., They thrust the
sting when they should be gathering the sweebness of the gospel of Christ to
give out to starving mem. Only the fulness of God in us can accomplish this.

To be saintly.

In Bohesisns 4:22-24 we read: "Thet ye pubt off concerning the former conversation
the old man, which is corrupt according to the deceitful lusts; And be renewed
in the spirit of your mind; And that ye put on the new msn, which after God is
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created in righieousness and true holiness.” There cannct be any real ssintliness
until we have learmed the secret of how to dea1 with the old man, which is called
the flesh in many places in the Serivtures. One will not have %o search far

until it is discovered. "Likewlse reckon ye also yourselves to be dead indeed
unto sin, but alive unito fGod through Jesus Christ our Iord." Romens 6:11. FHeve
it is in very simple laznguése. Already, so far as salvetion is concerned, the
old man has beeh crucified znd is a dead thing. In our dally experience we
need tc recognize what God hss done with it and make no provision for it, The
Christian mey live viechberiouwsly and saintiy if he will.

To be spiritusl.

Spirituality is a great asset in the lives of gaints, bubt no one wse ever spiritual
apart from the §p1r13 of God Himself, This is why we read. in Ephesisns 5:18,
"And be not drunk with wine, wherein is excess; bubt be filled with the Spirit."

Paul wrote sbout three kinds of men—wthe natural man, the carnal men and the
spiritval men. The naturel man is unsaved and the one to whom the things of

the Word are foolishnass, = carnal man is a Christian, byt is living, walking
and judging after the Tazehion of the world. He is like the children of Israel
wandering in the wilderness, vedeemed from bondage, but doing nothing aside

from merking time throuzh the unbelief he entertains in his heart. The spiritual
man 18 the one who is conlrolled by the Snirii of God and whose desirve is at 811
times to put firet thinge flrst., Hs hesrt is filled with the love of God and
that pesce which passeth 211 understanding.

Christisns, by His grace we have become sa2ints. Now let us so live that we
shall menifest to a1l whet He has made ug to be "ags becometh saints." ¥ay
everything about ocur lives, our converssiion and cur service be as it "becometh
sainta® to the end thet our Ilord Jesus Christ ghall be glorified thereby.



