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REGENERATION AND RECONCILIATION (Coneluded)

Ephesians 234-13

How We Were Changed.

1.

He loved us., 2:4. _
"But God, being rich inm mercy, because of Vs great love wherewith He loved us,®
Hers Paul leaves the cherscisy of man ard leads us to contemplate the charscter

of God, We should note the followimg characteristics of love:

(1) Iove thinks of its ohjests,
It therefore clears swey all the difficuliies and impediments in order *to
reach it. How blessedly true this i= of God's love in Christ o reach the
unworthy snd the Jlost!

(2) Iove seeks fellowship with its object. '
How condescending end preeious to know =nd enjoy this! John 14:23 says 3
e will come and meke our abode with Him, 7

(3) love suffers for its ohiset,
The affection which does not abide this test is not genuine., At lsast
five times, we read that Christ gave Himself,

{(4) Iove seeks to exalt its cbject.
So God's mercy {(ve. 4}, love (ve. Z), grace (vs. 7), and kindness (vs. 7),
have exalted every believer so muck %hat he or she is not only saved (vs. 5),
but greater still, is sested in the hesvenlies in Christ, The riches of
His merey are seen in the degradation snd ruin from which it delivers usg
in the glory amd blessedness te whick we are raised; and in the myriads of
the Saviour.

He rescued us. 25,

"By grace ye are saved." Salvation is nob partly of grace and partly of workss

it is all of grace and rone of works. lan wust aceept it as a gift from God;
otherwise, he will never receive it. This is illustrated in a statement by

Dr. Alexander Maclaren, the greal prescher of Edinburgh, Scotlanmd, Not leong before
his death his asseciste winister, Mr. Gustart, visited him and inguired, "What

are you doing, brother?" Uhereupon Dr. Mecluren rerlied, "I'!'11 tell vou what

T'n doing, brother: I am gathering a1l my prayers, all my sermens, all my good
deeds, all my evil deeds: and I am godng to throw them all overbosrd and swim

to glery on the plank of frse grace."

Buring this life we shsll never understend the complete meaning of grace. However,
we do know this, that God's pgrace is His boundless love freely expressed toward
those who are entirely wndeserving. Grace neans the wmmerited love and faver

and mercy of God in Christ Jesus. It is his love in action toward lost people,
rescuing them from their failen condition and giving them eternal life. Dr. J. H.
Jowelt said, "Grace iz the energy of the divine affection rollinmg im vlenteousness
toward the shores of human need,m™ The fvostle Paul said, "In whom we have redemption
through His bleod, the forciveness of sins, according to the riches of His grace.”
Ephesians 1:7. Oh, what s wondrous plan thet He pitied us, loved us, suffered

for us, and died for ws in order that we micht be seved! Our only hope of salvation
is in the mervelous grace of the Lord Jesus Christ.

"In lovingkindress Jesus came
My soul in mercy to reclaim,
And from the depths of sin and shame
Through grace He lifted me,"
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He raised us, 2:ba.

"And raised us uwp together.® It is a blessed assurance to know that youm are saved
for time and eternily; that you have been lifted omt of the hondage of sin into
the glorious liberty of Christ,

He saved us, 2:8,

"For by grace are ye saved through faith: and that not of yourselves: it is the
gift of God," BEvery word is emphatic here., This sslvation by grace iz the wvery
opposite of salvation by works, and it characterizes the gospel of Christ as
distinguished from all other ferms of religion. This salvation by grace, however,
is received through faith. On the part of Cod, salvation is by grace. On the
part of man, salvation is through faith, Falth is the ear that hears His voice,
the eye that sees God's riches, and the hend that receives the gift. This very

faith, Pawl adds, is the gift of God., Mer receive salvation directly and immediately

upen the exercize of faith in Christ.

By the blood of Christ, 2:13.
"Ye who once were afar off are become near by the blood of the Christ," This
is the only means that ceuld effect such 2 change,

Why Were Were Changed,

1.

3.

That He might rescve us frﬂm doen.,
"For God so loved the world, that he gave his only bepotten Son, that wﬁosoever
believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life." John 3:16,

That we might de goed works. 2:10.

“For His workmanship we are, ereated im Christ Jesus for good works, vwhich God
before prepared that in them we should walk." Good works please Him and geecure
His approbation. Good works will not come from the life of apn unregenerate person.

Thet His grace might have an adeguate manifesstatien. 2:7.

"That He might show im the sges that are ceoming the surpassing riches of His grace
in kindness toward us in Chyist Jesus.® In this present age we see much of God's
goodpess and grace bowverds vs through Christ in His saving, keeping, satmsFylmg
fulness. But in the ages to come we ghall be witnesses of the glory which is te
follow, which is far greater and just ss ceriain as anything He has dome or is

do ing Py



