WCIRIST IN OUR HEARTS®
#Phat Christ may dwell in your hearis by faith.?! Ephesians 3:17a

These words are z short extract from a prayer which Peuwl offered on behalf of the
Ephesian Crhristisns. Think of it's being answered for anyonel Yet it is no exclusive
privilege, limited to a favored few, It is but the common heritage of Christisn
benedichtion, accessible to all. We may offer it, and God may answer il for ourselves

and for our friends.

The Christian life begins when a man or woman, boy or girl, receives Jesus Christ into
the heart as Saviour and Lord., Tt is maintained by the continued indwelling in the
heart of the same Iord Jesus who now irrvadiates every part of the life with His own
gracious presence. This prayer, "lhat Christ may dwell in your heerts by faith,"
certainly denctes a relationship very intimete and personzl, and implies thet the
Lord Jesus is the very center of one's vital existence.

The rightful home of the Master is the heart of the believer. This is the very es-
sence of the Christian message - Christ lives within the soul of the believer. The
createst blessing of man i1z %o possess in his heart the living Christ. This relation— .
ship between Christ and His followers is set forth in the Scriptures in many places.
Thig fact cen be known only by experience. Jesus sald that the relationship was as

real as the relstion of the branch to the vine. Iife-giving and Iife-sustaining power
Flowed from the trunk into the branches, zo with Christ and the Christiasne. Here is

the very apex of the pilgrimsge of the human soul on earth, that Christ may dwell withine.

T. The Best Dwelling Place.

BThat Christ may dwell in vour hearts.®

Pavl did not prey that Christ might dwell on the lips of his Ephesian friends.

It is eften true thet Christ dwells more on the 1ips of men than Ir their hesris.
Freguently chilidren are taught his neme from thelr esarliest years, and almost

ail their favorite s bring the name of Christ wpon their lips. Christ is on
their lips in swmy childhood, in eager youth, in busy maturity, snd in failing
old age. Yet Paul does not pray that Clhrist may dwell on the lips of his converts.

Pauit's prayer for the Ephesians is not even for the grest boon that Christ might
dwell in theiy minds. With a true instinet he fixes on something else, and prays
that Christ may dwell in their hearts. The word ®hearth conveys much more in the
Bible than it doss in ordinary speech today. Let us therefore do a 1ittle digging
in the Word of God and try to explore ite meaning. '

The first instance of the word "heart® in the Bible comes in Genesis 6:5, which
reads, FAnd God saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that
every imagination of the thoughts of his heart wes only evil continuvelly.® To the
Hebrew, the heart is somelling with which he thinkse For us, this is the function
of the brain. Dubl to him the heart was the center of all those thoughts and motives
and reasconings which make man what he 1s. UYAs 2 man thinketh in his heart, so is
he." Proverbs Z23:7. YReep thy heart with all diligence, for out of it are the
issues of life.¥ Proverbs 2h:3 In the Seriptures, then, the heart is the seat of
the dintellect; 1t is that with which we think or concelve,

In Genesis 6316 we read, #ind it repented the Lord that He had made man on the earth,
and it grieved Him at His heart.® Here the word is used in & different sense. When
God saw the wickedness of marn, His heert wes moved. Thst tells of emoticn.  In

this instance it wes an emotion of grief or scrrow, but 1t misht equally be cne of
Joy and sstisfection. All these strong feelings are located in the heart. It is

&8 a center of the emotions that we chiefly think of the hearit today. There are
many exarmples of this usage in the Psaluss: Wiy heart shall rejoice,® -— that vefers
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to joy: Yy heart melteth like wax,® — that refers to fear; "Iy heart was hot within
me,t — that refers to impatience and shger. So the heart is also the seal of the
enctions .«

In Genesis 8121 we are told that, MAnd the Lord swelled a sweet savour; and the Lord
said in His heart, I will not agein curse the ground any more for man's sakeln

That is clearly snother way of saying that the lLord decided not to curse the ground
again. In other words, the heart is the seat of the will and purpose. In Aecbs 7:23
we read of Moses that ¥It came inte his heart to visit his brethren the children

of Israel,® that is, he made up his mind to go and see them.

In the Scriptures, then, the heart ls the sest of the intellect, the emotions, and
the will. OF course, these three activities of the heart are closely knit. They
flow over into each other. We see a thing and think about it. ¥We allow our in-
tellect to take stock of it. The thing pleases us, and so our emotions azre called
into play. We desire to have it and get up to talke hold of it -~ that is the will
comdng into operation. Bot it is useful to separate these three phases in order

to see how full of meaning is the Bible word trazaslated "hesrt¥. As used in the
Seriptures, it included thoughit and feeling and will. Thus Paul prays that Chorist
mey dwell within and so become the light of ihe intellect, the sirength of the
will, and the magter of the modives and affections. The idesl held before the
Christian is that Christ ghall rule at the very souwree of character, The heart is
the inewbator in which are hatehed the ideals, motives, and desires which shape
cheracter and determine destiny. The heart is the region of affectlion and desire,
the place where thought springs up and purposes are formed, and the region in Which
fauture sctions have their birth. Whait the pilot is to the ship, what the main-spring
is to the watch, what the acorn iz to the oak, so is the heart to the 1ife of mante

The Best Occupant.

8That Christ may dwell in your hearis through faith.®

Here is ihe sum and substance of Christianity. The best dwelling place for the
Master is not in some beautiful church or cathedral on the Sabbath day, but in the
receptive heart of His follower svery day. The word "dwell® used here hag the mean—
ing "o setile down and abide,® or Wio take up one's permanent abode.® The inner
life of the Christian is to be & permanent habitation of Christ. Paul is praying
that Christ may become in a real sense a permanent cccocupant in our hesris, nob Jjust

. &n occasional visitor in some moment of religious enthusizsm, nor ss & wayfaring

man whoe turns aside for the night, but a permanent resident, Mlet Christ make His
home in your hesrts,® When on trial before the Bmpercor, Ignatius, the venerable

bishop of Antioch, was asked what his surname Theophorus signified. He reply was,
#0ne who has Christ in his heart.® :

And why should enyone refuse his heart zs the permenent dwelling place for Jesus
Christ? Eas He not fulfilled His promises to 2ll who have trusted Him? Is Ee nob
the One who turns all our sunsets into sunrises? For Him to abide within means peace
instead of twrmoil, purpose rather than simlessness, and hepe ingtead of despair.
¥hen Christ dwells in the hmman heart, He dwells thers as & living power, molding

us, making uws faithful in our daily business and strong for whatever we nmay be called
upon to do or to endure, He zbides there as an wndying joy, and 25 an immortal
hope. In proportion as Ee rvles in the heart, conforming the life to His own like-
ness, the affections are safe; for He provides an infalliible standard. He satisfies
the craving for a perfect love and sets great purposes before His lovers. Fven in
the [ierce fight, He gilves peace from the turmoll of contending volees without, and
from the tumult of conflicting feelings within. ¥He makes His presence felt by the
trust He inspires, the love He arouses, and the strengih He infuses, just as the
sun’s presence is felt in the seed when it begins 4o germinate in its derk tomb
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Christ does not come as & sojourner or as 2 wayfaring man, who turns aside Lo terry
for the night, but as & constent dweller He abides with us. Herein lies our secority
for the continuvance, the power, and the comiordt of this life. When Christ comes

to dwell in the heart He liberates it from the power of Saian, reconciles it to God,
weang it from other things, strengthens it, satisfies 1i, and fills it with the hope
of zloryve Therefore, il is exzceedingly important that He permanently dwell in our
hearts as the object of trust, of aiffection, and of alleglance.

The Best Hoste.

BThat Clwist may dwell in your hearis through failh.®

Faith is the gracious host who opens the door for Him, Tt is faith in Him, and

in Hs leadershin of our ilves, which results In zlad obedience to His will for use.
It is ours to give & warm welcome to Him in onr hesrts as the nesrest and dearest

friend we have,

Fegl by

Faith is the key Lo uniock the door to the hesrt for Christ to dwell therein. %What
the friendly atmosphere in & home is to & guest, so the heart warmed by the presence
f a trusting ettitude is for the abiding Christ. Faith at the beginning of Christian

iife is not sufiieient. We must live day by day in the confidence of His love and
ieadershipe "The just shall live by faith.® Genuine fzith is not easy for some of
ug in these days of turmoil and uncertainty. Faith does not grow strong by thinking
on the things which change Wot upon the changsless verities of God. When a man
believes in Jesus Christ a wedlock takes place, and Jesus Himself becomes the men's

deal and dwells in his heart.

PThou, O Christ, art =21l I want,
¥ore bthan all in Thes I find.®

I..J-

the light of all these things it is importént that we learn three facts.

Christ Hust Conitrol Our Hinds.
Parl sald, ¥lebt this wind be {(literslly, think this) in vou which was zlse in Christ
> 2 v
Jesus.® Philipplans 2:5. His thoughts are to be our thoughts, His outlook on the
world is to be our cutlock, and His judgment of others is to be our Jutgnent. Do
you see things a5 He sees them — in your recreztions, in your personal iife, in
rour home life, in your business life, in your work, or in vour religiocus 1ife?
5 ) 3 o 3 g1
Or are you easily talen in with the shazms and subterfuges of & world which Wloves
" - ¥ N I L N
the darkress rather than the light.v? '

It is a revolubionary experience to have the mind of Shrist, It will revolutionize
our standards of life and transform our sense of velues. It will zive us firmness
and cholece in & world which is groping blindly afier lost standerds and lost ideals.
Bul we must Woring into czptivity every thousht to the obedience of Christ.® 2Corin-

~thians 10sT. If ¥e is really our Saviour and Lord then He must controi our minds.

Christ Must Dominate Our Emotions. ,

In Pnilippians 1:0 Pavl said, "God is my record, how greatly I long after you all

in the imward perts of Jesus Christ." The center of Paul's affection is the inward
parts of Jesuws Christ, whose love for the believers at Philippi hes overfilowed into
Pavl, so that Paul's love {or bthem is simply an exitension and applicaticn 6f Christls
love., In 2 Corinthians 0316 Paul thanks God who hes Wpui the same earnest care into
the heart of Titus for von.W

How see what this means for us. There are people whom we find it hard to love,
there are duties which are difficult and irksome, however necessary they may be.

#e may well shrink back, until we realize that our emotional reactions as Christians
are no longer to be on the human plane. It is Christ's own love and steadfzstmess
wioich has come flooding into our hearts, so that in Jeremy Taylor's quaint phrasing}
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“mr loves and hetes are married to His,® and we become the instruments of the
Divine reaction to sin and need and cares

Christ Hust Direct Cur Intentions.

The heart is the center of volition, of choice, and of decision. What is it that
impels us to action dey by day? Our own desires, or the constraining will of Christ?
The merk of & true Christian iz that he, like his Master, can say: ®I delight to

do Thy will, oh my God; yea, Thy law is within my heart.¥ Psalms h0:8. His whole
life will be one of loving svbmission and obedience to his heavenly Fatherts will.

¥That Chyrist may dwell in your hearts through faiih® — led us not tall gliviy of
having received Christ into cur hesrte as 1T thel cerried with it no obligations
on our parb. It mesns thet He must take possession of owr theoughts, cur feelings,
and our desires if we are to be wholly His. It means that the center of ouwr lives
is no longer to be fomnd within curselves, but in Him who binds ue so closely to
Himself that it con be truly ssaid that He dwells in our hearts through faith.



