THE UNFINISHED TASE

A1l the rivers run intc the sea, yet the sez ls not full." FEeclesiastes L:T.

Iife is & river. Idke 2 river, it is always chaenging. Yst, in the midst of uncessing
change, there is an abiding identity. Also, 1t is full of wmoods. It flows from the
placid calm of one moment to the passionste turbulence of the next.

Baphasize that 1ife is a river in the incompleteness of its work. %411 the rivers run
into the ses, yet the sea is not full.® Take what period of time you will and consider
its accomplishments., The thing that impresses you is the fragmentariness of your achieve-
ments. Life is a long record of partiaily fulfilled purposes. Our efforts are seldom
found with the resulis for which we dared to hope. Tn every sphere of activity, our
expectations are disappoinied.

Eestlessness relgns in the world. Peace is an ideal, bub a2 fleeting cne. Indusirisl
ano

and economic conditions pass from one state of turmoil to

ner. The course of

business is everyitlhing but smooth. Tangle follows tangle. Our successes do not reach
our anticipaticnse. Our howes fall short of the duty we heve in mind. The faulis we
Tight in our lives are only partly vanquished. The virtues we cultivate are still

in the green esr. OGur lives have not won the lauwrels we might have. Kany plans have
been brought te fruition but have felt that we might have done better. A sense of the
incomplete seems to belong to hwman 1ife. We are always confronted with an wnfinished
tasgk. '

I,

Things Which Account For The Infinished Task.

1. We do not cling ardently encush bo our high purposes.

2o Hle yield too easily to distraction. .

2. We are tossad to and fro by the winds of sentiment.

Lis We are too ready to euphasize obstacles and difficulties.
5. We are too willing to give up the fight, '

6. We do not have sufficient strength.

7. The purpose witich prompted it is superseded by another.
8o We neglect 4o make adequate preparation,

Failure or 3Success.

The higher one aims the more likely he is to fall short. You cannot fairly judge 2 man's
life by taking intc consideration only his failures. To put the proper estimste on

a life one must know something of the guest in which that 1life hzs been spent. Some
iive in the realm of smell things where success comes egsily. Put when it comes, it
counis for lititle. The hypocrites gave alms to be geen of men, and it is said of them
that "they have thelr reward.® They soucht for the slory of men and won it. What ¢id
it amount to¥ As your ideal mounbs your fallures will multiply. It is betier to

have striven for the stars and have only an upward look as & result than to have
grovelled in the dusis The by-products of pesce, character and joy are worth so much
BOTE .

We must not suppose that every finished task of life ig 2 success. HNeny strive long
ard hard for a prigze which is worthless and does not coniribute to real happiness in
life. We should measure success by the abiding satisfzction which is brought to life.

Neither is every wnfinished task a failure. David plamned to crown the list of nis
achiievepenis with the erection of a beautifvul temple. But he was destined to dige
appointuent. God said, "hereas it was in ithy heart to build & house for My name,
thou didst well that it was in thy heart." There is no vitimate failure for any
plan which God approves. If it is not for us to pubt the Finishing stroke of that
plan into execntion, 1t is counted to us for success that we conceived the plan and
did ocur best to fulfill it.
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{IT. The EBffect of the Unfinished Task Upon You.
1. Tt need not discourage you. :
Tf the purpose thet inspired you to undertake 1t is worthy, your present defest is
only a step toward ultimete triumph. Beecher once ssid, "iou are never so near 1o
victory as when vou are defeasted in a good cause." The time when one needs Lo be
careful is in & time of success. He is in the most dangercus position who has
never known the sting of failure. The road that leads to real life is not the
road of ease and luwury. If you are satisfied, in all probability, you have not
asked enough of life. If vour ideals are high enough your pathway will be marked
rith failure somewhere. Failures in the higher reslms will be far greater suc—
cesses than tritephs in the lower ones. Beflore you copgratulate yoursell on the
success of an achisvement, be supe thet the plan which you entertained was the
nighest possible. If you are inciined fo be discouraged by the task that lies
unfinished, you should remember that work inspired by a good purpose can never
fails ' :
2. It should challenge youle
(17 It is a challenge to discernment.
Pause frequently to consider the direchtion in which you are trevelling. Ask
vourself %Is this thing which I am siriving for worth the time and energy
that T zm putiing inteo it? Is it worth my further pursuit? Am I misspending
my strength? Should I continue to seek to accomplish this?® To make sure your
direction is ripght test it by the life of Christs. Human life f{inds its paragon
in Him. His wirtuve and wisdom exceeded all others. Judging from [is deeds,
the secret of 2 happy, God-approved life 1s self-sacrificing service for the
good of others. Experience and observaiion verify this. The most Christ-like
1ife is the one most wholly consecrated to the good of others. Such a life
can never fail,.

{(2) Tt is a challenge o fidelity.

Granting your course is right, can you maintain your loyalty? In the midst of
distractions and temptations ean you remsin iruve te your purpose? Having formed
noble resolutions, can you be relied uvpon to preserve their inmbegrity? Can you
plod eoursgecualy on and endure unto the end? This is a challenge to sustained
fidelity.

{(3) 1% is & chellenge to faith.
If you bring 2 good work to perfection, you will need the uwnrinterrupted support
of faith, faith in your work, in your self, and in Christ. According to your
faith it will he performed by you. %Hhere falth is weak no mighiy works are
done. Where there 1s no falth Christ-like virtues shrivel, huwmen distresses

dnecreage, and the powers of darimess triwmph.

Your success bomorrow depends on your wise and unwearied pursvance of the unfinished task
of yesterdsy. Tou must go on. Let failure be the flash-light that reveazls the thing
wherein you &re weak; let it be the mirror to show you what mernner -of person you are.

Put never let it cause you to relinquish a high ideal., Teilure is the ocean into which
the rivers of life run and ifrom which in turn they draw their never exhausied supplye

The sea is not fulle But the rivers flow on and on. %We are ¥passengers poing through.t
As we go, let us make 1life a little brighter, more chesrful and ezssier for our fellew- |
men. God wiil mever pronounce such a life & failure.



