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WTHY DAYS OF THY YOUTH"

"Remember now thy Creator in the days of thy vouth, while the evil days come not, nor
the years draw nigh, when thou shalt say, I have no pleasure in them.” FEcclesiastes
12:1,

In many respects thig is a young man's age. But how quickly youth flits avay. It is

a shorter period than childhood or manhood erd womsnhood. Yet much is crowded into
those years. It is the time that people lesrn to do things. It is the time when learn-
ing is comparatively easy. It is the time of strength, abundance of energy, zeal and
zest. DBut youth is a period that soon pesses. It is the brief period during which we
stand on the shore preparing for the voyage across the ocesn of life. And it is the
brevity of this period that is emphasized in the expression, "in the days of thy youth."
They are so brief in their duration and so rapid on their flight. They come enriched
with countless, priceless treasyres, but they will Soon be gone. '

In 2 novel Disraeli had one character say, "Youth is a blunder, manhood is a struggle,
and old age is a regret.® That statement is not true. For those who live right, youth
is opportunity, manhood is achievement, and cld age is holy memory." Youth has numerous
commendable qualities. Among them are frapkness, ideslism, strength, enthusiasm, ad-
venture, optimism and trustworthiness.

Of all pericds in 1life this is the most importent in determining what menner of men the
youth shell become., It iz aleo the period when the inguiry, "Vherewithel shsll a young
man keep his way clean?" pressss for an answer. It is an incalculable gain for all after
years to escape morsl pollution in youth. The greatest strength is in those who have
never indulged in evil,

"The days of thy youth® are those in which: ——
The Toundations of adultheood are built,

Youth is the time when the habits of life are formed., This is true in all phases of
life —= working, serving, and giving.

Enduring friendships-are formed.

Of course, men and women make friends when they have pessed their youth, but they do not
make them so easily, and they are not likely te be so enduring as those forméd in youth.
The older one gets, the more he values his friends. The man who is without friends is,
indeed, the poorest of mortals. Next te God and our parents, no one affects owr lives
for good or evil like our friends. If you know 2 man's friends, you can form a fairly
accurate opinion of him, "Birds of a feather flock together." "They that lie down with
the dogs, get up with fleas." A man's friendships help to make him or to break him.

rue friendship ennobles, purifies and exalts. '

The knowledge of what your friend expects of you spurs you on to high endeavor,

"Iwould be true, for there are those who trust men,

I would be pure, for there are those who care.¥
There 1s one friendship I trust each of you, who has not already made, will make immediate-
1y, and that is friendship with Jesus Christ. "Remember now thy Creator in the days of
they youth." Most of the spiritual leaders in every age have made their chocies for God
"in the days of their youth." Five-sixths of all our religiocus choices are made under
twenty, and eleven-twelfthes of all religious decisions are mdde under twenty-five. No
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other friendship will do so much for you as friendship with Christ, and no other friend-
ship will enable you to do so much for others. If you would achieve the highest and
best imn 1ife, cultivate definite and 1nt1mate friendship with Jesus Ghrist "in the days
of thy youth,®

The days of youth are the most favorable for remembering the Lord. They are the days

of speciel privilege and premise. There are few, if any, for whom there are such pre-
cious privileges as the young. More than this, the daye of youth are days that are most
receptive and most retentive of what mey influence them, It follows than that there
should be &ll possible care that the good should be received and the evil excluded. It
is what is first taken into the mind that sinks the deepest and lasts the longest, It
will influence all that follows, s0 one should be sure that it is for the good.

Youth is the season for great happiness and the rich enjoyment of life. Each day fills
the life with increased strength. And yet how many in the days of their youth £ail to
remember their Creator! Isn't it a strange thing. that anybody would not remember his
Creator? We owe every breath to him., BEvery heartbeat is in the hands of the Creator
Who made you,

Remember Whom? "Thy Creator.” This text implies that: —

l. Man has a Creator.

- 2. Men may forget his Creator.
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It is easy to remember God in the days of adversity, but it is not an easy task in
times of prosperlty when one has money in his pock et is en;oylng the best of health,
his family is well, his business is flourishing and he is pessing through a peried
of prosperity -- 1t is so easy to forget about God. Thie is very much in contrast
with the days of adversity, for in times of sickress and business reverses one can
remember God very easily. .

Hemember How?

1. By thinking of His person.

2. By reflecting on His character.l

3. By acknowledging His goodness.

4. By meditating on His Word.

5. By obeying Him.

Hemember Why?

1. He is our Creator.

2. He is infinitely worthy of being remembered.
3. Happiness is impossible without it,

Remember When?

“Iﬁ the days of thy youth.”

1. Not then only.

2. But then firstly.

a, The first portion of life is due to God.
b. It is the formative period of life.
One is more open to impression than in later years. The heart is better prepared
" to give entrance to light and the right. That is the best time to accept His
strength and guidance for all of the future. Habdts formed in youth leave their
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mark upon us in 411 the remainder of life. Youth is the most important period
for acquiring correct religiouns habits.

It is foolish to live a Godless life.

To leave God out of 1lfe is an act of cheer folly. To forget Him is to act with
the utmost foolishness., Wisdom demands thst you rest your heart in the Lord in
simple faith, meke His Word the rule of your conduet, follow Him with patient
and persistent service, and endeavor to do His will from day to day.

Youth is the most favorable time for remembering Him,

He is more easily remembered then because the evil days of temptation and sin,

. buginess and worry, affliction and sorrow, disease and decay have not come.

Rightly remembering Him in the days of thy youth will greatly bless every sub-
sequent period of life. It will be a grest blessing to you, and then it will
make you a blessing to others. Do not negleest the spiritual side of your nature.
Do not put off the right decision until a more eonvenient season. -

It might be the only time that is allotted to you.
The youngest and the healthiest are often speedily removed from us,
A time will come when vou will wish thet you had done so.

VYhether you want to remember it or not; a judgment day is approaching., Some
make fun of the ides of a judgment day, but they ean't laugh it away.

"Rejoice, O Young man, in thy youth; and let thy heart cheer thee in the days of
thy youth, and walk in the ways of thine heart, and in the sight of thine eyes;
but know thou, that for sll these things Ged will bring thee into judgment."
Eeclesiastes 11:9.

Plet us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God, and keep His command-

‘ments: for this is the whole duty of wen. For God shall bring every work into

judgment, with every secret thing, whether it be good, or whether it be evil.®
Ecclesiastes 12:13-14.

"And the times of this ignorance God winked at; but now commandeth all men every-
where to repent: Bescause He hath appointed a day, in the which He will judge the
world in righteousness by that man whom He hath erdained: whereof He hath given

assurance unto all men, in that He hath raised Him from the dead.® Acts 1%:30-31.

‘Wind ag it is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the judgment." Hebreus

Q:27.,

But, don't fofget that you can be saved. God loves you. Christ died for you. And the
door to salvation is now open to you., "Come now for all things are ready." "Believe
oh the Lord Jesus Christ and thou shalt be saved."




