BTHE DAYS OF THY YOUTHY

BRemember now thy Creator in the days of thy youth, whils the evll days come not, nor
the yeers draw nigh, wher thou shalt say, I have no pleasure in them,® Ecclesiastes 12:1.

In & novel Disreeli had one character say, "Youth is a blunder, merhood is a struggls,
and old age is a regret.® That statement iz not true. For those who are Christiabs
and live ir conformity to the will of God, youth is ar opportunity, manhood is
achievement and old age is s holy memory,

Youtk is a period that soon passes. Hew quickly it flits awey! It is merely a

matter of days. It is the brief period during which we stend on the shore prepering
for the voysge across the ecean ef life. It is the brevity of this peried thst is

. emphasized in the expression, "in the days of thy yeuth.® They are g¢ brief in their
duraticn and sc rapid in their flight. They come enriched with rumerocus gnd priceless
treasures, but they are scon gone. Youth is a shorter peried than childhood or adulte
hood. Yet much iz crowded inte those years, It iz the time when learning is comparate
ively easy. It is the time when pecple learn te do things. It is the time of strength,
It is the time whon one has an abundamce of energy, zeal and zest.

It is very doubtful if young people preperly evaluate and rightly sppreciate their
youth ss they should. Many of them are se¢ impatient becemse they are so young., They
feel the limitations that beset them, and quite frequenily they resent them. They
look around ther and sée that the better pesitioens asre filled with those who are older,
ard they wish they were old enough te obtain some of the good things which older people
have, That desire was expressed by a girl of whom a friend irquired, "How old are you?®
She said, "I'1l be seventeor next year.,® Here answer veveasled her anxiety tc be gevenw
teer rasther then sixzteen, Beeause she did not know the value of her youth she was
wishing that it was gene. To young people youth is the time of eppreticeship and
training; the time when they have to master the work by which they are to mske their
living in the future, Just as the apprentice is esger for the day wher hig spprentice~
skip will be ended, so young people are eager te be dong with their youth.

Thers sre two grest tests of life with which young people have to grapple and struggle.
There is the pull of pride and the lust of the flesh. Young people have an urge te

have their fling and to threw everything out ef the way in order to realize thelr desires.
In his "Frederick the Great" Carlyle referred to the licentious eonduet of a youthful
prince in the follewing manner: ®Bright young soul, with its fine strengths and gifts,
wallowing like & yonng rhinoeems in a mud-bgth., Some wuy it is vholesome for a human
soul. Kot wel®

It secems to me that these words deserve to be written in letiers of gold for the perusal
of svery youth setting out im 1ife, and more especially in these days, when by many it
seens t¢ be regarded as a necessity in the 1ife of the young that a certain peried
ghould be spent in sewing wild oite; or in Carlyle's expressive phrage, taking mudebaths,
I should like to remind all whe are thinking in these termg of the folly and sheme and
sorrow which result te those who accept this theory of the transitien from youth te
agulthood.

Of all periecds in life youth is the most iwportant im determining vhat manner of persen
he or she shall become, It iz the period whern the inquiry, ®Wherewithal shall 2 young
mar keep his way clean? presses for an answer. It is an inecaleulable gain fer all the
Years to come to escepe moral pellution in youth., The greatest strength belongs to
those who have never indulged im evil, If you will read the biographies of those who
have served Cod faithfully in their maturity, you will find that they all look back with
apguish and regret on the sine of their youth, when that wes their mapner of life in
those days.
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"The days of thy youth® are those in which the foundations of adulthoed are built,
Youth is the time wher the hsbits of 1ife are formed. Thie is true in all phases of
lofe == in worshipping, in working, in serving and in giving,

"The daye of thy youth® are those in which enduring friendships arve fermed, Of course,
men and women meke friends after they have passed their youth, but they do not make
them as easily snd readily, and they are net likely to be so intimate or enduring as
those formed in youth, The older one; gets the more he values his friends, The man
who is without friends is, indeed, the poorest of mortals, Next to Ged and our parenis,
ne one influences us for geod or evil like our friends. If you know a person's intimate
friends, you esn form a fairly accurate opinion of him er of her. 9YBirds of a feather
flock together.® ™You ecsnnot 1lie dewn with the doges and get up without fleas.® 2
men's friends belp to make him or te break him. True friends of the right sert are ine
valuable, : '

21 would be true,

For there are thoee whe trust me,
I would be 3

For there are those who cave.®

There is one friendship I trust each of you will establish immediately, if yoeu have

not done so alresdy, end that ie with Jesug Christ. He is the best friend thet any
perscn of sny age can ever have, Do not wait until you are broken with the dissppoint-
ments of 1ife and stained with the defilements of sin befere you eome to Christ and
trust Him as your Saeviour, “Remember now thy Creater in the days of thy youth.® While
you are young make a cheerful, wholehearted and complets surrender of yourself te Him.
Give to Him the brightest and fairest part of your life, and He will then make the
vemainder of it brighter and fairer still. No other friend cam ever do for you sny-
thing to compare with what Christ will de fer you., If you have any desire or intentien
of achieving the highest and best in life, be sure to cultivate an intimate friendship
with Christ "in the days of thy youth.®

Tt ia doubtful if any text is meore directly pointed or mere sclemnly meant for the
rising generation thar this one: "Remember now thy Creater in the days of thy youth,
while the evil deys come not, nor the yesrs draw nigh, whem thou shalt say, I hawe ne
pleasure in them." This verse tesches us that every persom has & Creator. It definitely
implies that a person may forget his Creator. It is easy to remember in the dgys of
adversity, but it is not so easy in times of prosperity, when one is enjoying the best
of heslth, when the family is well, when ore has a good inceme and when one has & goed
checking sccount. Such blessings and prosperity make it easy for a person te ferget

his Creator. But, in times of sickness, edversity and business reverses one cam
remember Ged very easily.

We should remémber Him because Be is our Crestor, because He ia infinitely worthy of
being remembered and beceuse we cannet be happy without Him. Iet us remember Him by
thinking of His person, by reflecting on His character, by sclknowledging His goodness,
by meditating on His Werd, by trusting Him, by loving Him, and by obeying R,

Every person should remember his Creater in the days of his youth. The very first
portion ef life is due to Ged. This fermative peried of 1life is mere open to impressien
than it will be in later years. In youth the acceptance ef Christ is easier thaa it
would be later. Both His strength and guidance should be accepted in youth. Hesbits
formed in youth leave their merk upon us im all the rest of life.

Tt is foolish and sinful to leave God out ef ome's 1ife., Teo forget cne's Creestor is
te act with sheer folly., Wisdom demands thst we emercise simple faith in Christ, make -

God's Word the rule for our cenduct, follow Him persistently in service, and endeaver
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to do His will from day. to day. Youth is the mest faversble time for remembering our

Crestor, He is more essily remembered then because the evil days of temptation and
8in, business and worry, afflietions and sorrows, disease and decay have net ceme,

If you will remember your Crestor in the days of your youth, it will ssve you from
bitter regrets in later life., Between his eighteenth and twenty=-fifth years J. B,
Gough, the famous temperance erator of the nineteenth century, lived a terribly
dissipated 1ife, Then he received Christ as His Saviour and was saved and transformed,
But the ged memery of these misspent years never left him. In his old age he was
asddressing a vast sudience of young men when he cried, ®Young me, keep your recerd
elean.® Then he paused longer than usmual and the audieace wondered what it meant, He
regained his volce, then repeated more feebly, "Young men, keep your recerd clean.® .
There followed another, still longer peuse, Again he cried, in a wavering wolece, "Young
men, keep your record eclean.® With that he fell in death,. -

Jobn Newton, whose hymns we often sing, such as "Amazing Grace,® could never forget the
depraved years of his early life, The thought of them was glways rankling 1s his nmind,
The only way to save ourselves from all such bitter regrets is te remember our Crester
in the days of our youth.

Remombering our Creator in the days of youth will preserve us for high and neble gervice,
Tt is wonderful for the soul to be saved and for the life also te be spent in His blessed
service. If T had my life to live over, I would give it 211 te my Haker, Bedeemer,
Saviour, lLerd and Master.

The deyes of youth are the mest favorable for remembering the Isrd. They are dgys of
special privilege and great promise. There are few, if any, for whom there are such
precious privileges as the young, More than this, the days of youth are most receptive
and retentive of what may influence them. That is why it is so importsent that the geed
be received and the evil excluded. Tt is what is first taken into the mind that sinks
the deepest and lssts the longest. It will influence all that follews, se one should
be sure that 1%t is for the good. ,

Since each of us ewes every breath to the Greator, isn't it strange that any of us
would fail te remember Him? Your every heartbeat is under the control of Him Who made
you, be sure thalt you remember Him, net only in the days of yeur youth but threughout
life., Remember your Creator in t.he days of your youth and He will greatly enrich and
bless every subsequent peried of your life, Such apprepriate remembrance of Hilm will
not ¢nly be a great blessing to you, bat it will make you a tremendous blessing to
others,

Because of the proneness of youth to put off spiritual matters to the future, and to
think that a future time will be more favorable, this all-impertant matter of your
salvation should be sttended to at once. Do not overlook the only source of your
galvation and your strength. Recognize the claim of the Creator upon you allegiance.
Do not put off the matter of your salvation until a more convenient season, or neglect
the spiritnal side of your nature after you are saved.

The unecertainty of life, the certainty of death and the inevitableness of the jJudgment
make it imperative that you attend to the matter of your salvation. Youth might be the
only time tha® will be allotted to you., The young snd the healthy are frequently
removed from the scene of action speedily. You may die while you are young. So many
die in youth. In view of the posslbility that you may die youbg, the only wise thing te
to is to trust Christ as your Savisur and become a Christian in the days of your youth,
If you don®t, the time will come when you will wish that you had done se. Whether you
1ike to think about it or net, the day of death will come, snd that will be followeé by
jodgment, ®And the times of this ignorance God winked at; but now commandeth all men
every vhere to repent: Because he hath sppointed a day, 1:1 the which he will judge the
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world in righteousness by that man whom he hath erdained; whereof he hath given
assurance unte all men, in that he hath raised kim from the dead” (Acts 17:30-31),
"And it is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the judgment® (Hebrews 9:27).
But, remember that you can be saved and be ready for the judgment. God leves you.

Christ effers to save you if you will believe on Him as your Saviour. Won't you believe
en Him now and be sawved?



