THE PRE-EMINENCE OF CHRIST

"That in all (things) he might have the pre-eminence." Colossians 1:18.

Jesus Christ cannot be placed on a level with the greatest of earth, Of this pre-
eminent Christ, God said, "For this man was counted worthy of more glory than Moses,
inasmuch as he who hath bullded the house hath more honor than the house.™ Of no
other can it be said, "In whom are hid all the tressures of wisdom and knowledge.,"
Christ is the Great Hnllke.

Living as we do, far down the stream of time from the age when the name of Christ
associated itself to all that was the mest classical in literature, the most refined in
art, the most exquisite in poetry, the most generous in chivalry, and the most advanced
in eivilization, it is very difficult for us te throw ourselves into the spirit of the
age of Paul, to estimate the grandeur of thought, and the strangeness with which the
words must have burst upen the world, that Christ should in all things have the pre-
eminence. Nevertheless, all through the centuries, the church has been strongest and
Christian experience has been the richest and most vital when Jesus Christ has been
magnified., .To fail now to give Christ first place will be to lose the very thing that
has made Christianity vnigue and powerful,

I suppose that if Paul ever made & appreme effort to enthrone Chrigt at the heart of
all Goristian thinking, he did it in this letter to the Colossians. It is almost im-
possible to exaggerate the place of supremacy the apostle assigns to his Lord. I am

asking you te share with me the thought of Paul as he asserts the supremacy of Jesus

in Colossians 1:14-18, I wish that we knew Jesus, our Lord, as well as FPaul knew Him.
This passage fills me with a supreme sense of the majesty and glory of Christ our
Saviour; and I never read it without a newv throb of sstisfaetion and assurance.

This epistle was written to warn the Colessian Christisns against a heresy which was

threatening to do great injury to the church ~- a human knowledge that would supplant
the Word of God and turn the Gospel into a philesophy. Two things especially this
heresy of Gnosticism pretended to know more about than the written word revealed —-
the creation of the world and the origin of evil., It accounted for creation on the
basis of matter. It accounted for evil, tooc, on the same basis. In greation matter
had power in it tc build. In evil matter and power im it to destroy. Let matter
have a chance in creation and it will develop inte something better. Let matter have
a chance in life and it will corrupt inte something worse. This was the philosophy
of Gnosticism, :

In contrast to that fddse teaching, Paul set before the Colossians the truth about
creation. He taught them that: ~-

Christ Is Pre-eminent In Création.

In order to exalt man's conception of the dignity and glory of Christ Paul states that
He is the image of God. "Who is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of every
creature." vs. 15. "Christ is the visible representation of the invisible God." &
Weymouth. Jesus Christ is the answer to the ery of humanity's heart, "What is God like?"
He is God's answer to humanity's prayer, "Show s the Father.! As He went about doing
good —- blessing the children, feeding the hungry, healing the sick, comforting the
sorrowful, 1ifting the fallen and gquickening the dead, He was saying, "God is like this.




ITI.

-2 -

He that hath seen me hath seen the Father." In Jesus the mnknown has become known,
the invisible haé become visible, and the intangible has become tangible. He was and
is the lord of creation., Christ is first before creation, first in creation, first
after ereation and first in the power and promotion and purpose and preservation of
all creation, He was in the beginning with God. Not only did He precede all things,
He also crested all things. "For by him were all things created, that are in heaven,
and thet sre in earth, vieible and invisible, whether they be thrones, or dominioms,
or principalities, or powers: all things were created by him, and for him," vs. 16.

Some of the Golossians were confused in their thinking about the relation of God to

the material world. They believed that up above was God and that He was inherently
good. In that they were right. They believed that down here wag matter and that it
was inherently evil. In that they were wrong. But with those premises their problem
was how to relate & good God to an evil world. They did it by filling all the inter-
vening space with intermediate beings or spirits until the chain was long enough to
bind the two together. To this Paul said, ¥Nol" as he swept the whole fabric away

at a single stroke. He told them that it was and is Christ who stands between. if
you wonder how this umiverse came, it came by Him; how it is sustained, it is sustained
by Him; why it was created, it was created for Him; where it is driving to, it is driv-
ing unto Him. - ' :

. ALl ereation wasg in Him - the power.

. 411 creation wag through Him - the promoter.

. All creation wes for Him - the purpose.

. All erestion consists or holds together in Him - the preserver.
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In other words, Christ is the power, the promoter, the purpose and the preservef of all
created things visible and invisible. Therefore, He should have the pre—eminence in all
things. :

Christ Is Pre-eminent In Redemphion.

Paul also asserts the supremacy of Christ in the world of redemption. "In whom we have.
redemption through His blood.? I imagine that each.of wus has Telt at times that there
was in him or in her a spiritual chaocs. There were black oceans of sin that no plummet
of ours ceuld sound, dark clouds of guilt that no hand of ours ceuld dissipate, wailing
winds of remorse that no word of ours could silence, restless seas of passion that no
voice of ours could subdue, and we have felt teo that our hearts were only one little

corner of the universal chaos of sin.

Now what does Paul claim? He claims that on His eross Jesus drove the shining chariot

of His samerifice into the midst of that abyss of sin, and became its hope and center.

He has changed the wailing of remorse in%te the music of hope for the race. He has smitten
a pathway through the grave and has brought life and immortality to light through His
gospel.

We must remember, that He is the supreme spiritual hope of the world. For Him there is
no possible substitute or successor. They who would attempt to dethrone our Christ have
nothing and no one to offer in His place. If we want to remember how pre-eminent He is
in redemption, let us contemplate sin, sorrow and death, those three great shadows that
rest on human life. How can man escape the guilt of sin without His forgiveness, its
stain without His cleansing and its palsy without His power)/ When you swing the whole
cirele of human need, Jesus Christ is the only One who answers to the circumference of
every necessity,
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"Man is always and everywhere asking questlons about himself, and life, and the be-
yond. Here we are with our desires, our visions, our duties, our hopes, our disappoint-
ments. In our souls there is the sense of immortality, and yet we have %o face the
great darkness of death which rusheé upon us. What is the meaning of it all? Whence

came I7 Why as I here? Whither am I going? Who can tell me what God is, what life

is, what death 1s?% .

#Jesus does that, He explains God, and life, and duty, and death. Whence came I?

From the hand of God, made in God's image and likeness. Vhy am I here? To learn and

do ‘the will of God, to become like Jesus Christ, and to engage as He 4id in all possible
ministries forithe help of men. Whither do I go? ‘We are all designed to dwell for
ever with God in happiness.™

Christ Is Pre-—eminent In The Church.

Christ is the head of the church. Paul says: "And He is the head of the body, the
church." (vs, 18)° All that the head is to the body, Christ is to the church. The peer-
less Lord of creation is the spiritual Head of the church, He is the cause of its ori~
gin; the bond of ite unity; the source of its vitality; and the controller of ite acti-
vities. As in His creative work He became pre-eminent in the mniverses so through His
redemptive work He merited Lordship éver the church. The church is purely His own
cresntion. He sketehed its first rough outline, projected its design, constructed its
organiem, filled it with life, dowered it with spiritual riches; and He will continue

to watch over end direct its future until He shall "present it teo Himself a glorious
church, not having spet or wrinkle, or amy such thing.” :

Because He is its Head, the church can weather every storm and stress, ridicule and
rebuff, sargasm and seorn, trouble and tribulation, critic and infidel. Under His lead-
ership He gives hope and happiness, liberty end freedem, joy and gladness, light and
life, songs and sunshine to multiplied millions. He has led the church in the face of
bitter opposition, appalling indifference, frigid coldmess, glaring human wesknesses,
limitless depravity, end the most bitter eriticism. His followers have made numerous
sacrifices and died in order to see His church move on to victory. He is in our midst
to strengthen us in owr weakness, to enlighten us in owr gloom, to cemsole us in -our
sorrow, to hearten us in our defeats, to save those whe are lost, and to give inspira-
tion for our tasks, ! '

Is He having His place in the church today? Many are signs that He is not. But He will
have it. There will come a-time when church members will be different from worldings,
when Christians will be Christ-in-men. God has purposed it.

Jesus is the source of life +to the churches; and the greatest need of our churdches is
to keep in vital touch with the life-giving lLord. If we do that our hearts will pul-
sate with passion and power and we will be able to live lives of service and sacrifice.
His life-giving power is expected to express itself in character as we become obedient

4o His will., He has the right to command and our obedience invariably expresses the

degree of our loyalty to Him.
Christ Is Pre—ewinent In The Resurrection.

"Who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead; that in all things He might have
the pre-eminence.” Some had been translated and others had been raised up to die,
again, but Jesus is the first of those who shall die no mere. The life of God in
Jesus could not be held, even in a newly hewn tomb, nor bound with grave eclothes, uwhen
the voice of God called.
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This resurrection grace which cheered the drooping hearts and quickened the waning
faith of the disciples of our Lord, became the victorious and ingistent note of
happiness and hope in the apostolic preaching that followed. It ingpired them with
a courage that defied the forces of evil and enabled them to proclaim the gospel
with supreme vigor throughout the Roman Empire.

This same resurrection grace, as a pledge of assurance to us, is able to send us out
and empower us to witness for Him. Jesus not only imparts new life but furnishes also
the dynamic to live victoriously end usefully. It is fellowship with Jesus that is the
secret of vital Christian living. : .

Christ Must Be Pre-eminent In Qur Lives.

Now, of what avail is it, that Christ is pre-eminent in creation, redemption, the
church, and the resurrection, if you and I do not give Him first place in our plans
and lives? In his book, ROBERT HARDY'S SEVEN DAYS, Charles Sheldon tells the story
of a man who attended churech once a Sunday, and that wes all the religion his week had in
it. His boys, seeing his hypocrisy, drifted into the saloon. His girls grew giddy,

and flirted their way inte society of the worst sort. Down at his office everything was
wrong.. Religion had never humanized his place of business. He had mever learned that
Christ intended Christianity to regulate life in all its parts and relations. OUne
Sunday afternoon he fell asleep and dreamed. He looked into the face of eternity, and
was told that he had only seven more days to live, —- seven days in which to win back
his boys; seven days in which t6 teach his daughters the things that are worth while;
gseven days in which to right his business and his relations with his fellow-men. But
life for Robert Hardy during that week was real life, for he saw things in their right
relations and proportions, gave them their true valuations, and exalted Christ to first
place. : :

Christians may be divided into three classes —-- those who give Him place, and those

who give Him prominence, and those who give Him the pre-eminence. Those who give Him
place admit Him because of the gifts He brings, without which they know they would be
eternally impoverished. Such religion is nothing but refined selfishness. Those whe
give Him prominence emgage in His service, but their lives are in reality self-controll-
ed, Christ is merely 2 prominent figure among others in their existence. Those who
give Him the pre-eminence yield all they are and hace to His rule, submit everything

to His direetion, and seek in all things to add to His glory. -

Does He have the pre-eminent plawe in your life? Have you offered Him a throne or a
footstool in your heart? Have you asked this pre-eminent Christ to take wup His abode
in the attic or the cellar or have you effered Him the whole house? Let us give the
peerless Christ His rightful plsce of pre-eminence in each of our lives. Iet us place
Him first in our lives, ouwr living, our giving, our hoping, and our testifying. Place
Him above self, family, friends, and business as God has purposed that we shall do,

Let ue enthrone Him, adore Him and crown Him King of Kings and Lord of Lords. Will you
give Him His rightful place in your life as now we sing?



