"CHRIST IK YOU®

"Even the mystery which hath beern hid from ages and from generations, but now is made
manifest to his saints: To whom God would mske known what is the riches of the glory
of this mystery among the Gentiles; which is Christ in you, the hope of glory."
Colossians 1:26-27. '

A mystery in the seriptural sense does not mean something actuvally incomprehensibile,
but something concealed or wnknown until it pleases Ged to reveal it; something beyend
the human mind to discover for itself, and which can only be attained by divine aid.
Unlike the heathen mysteries, which were confined to a narrow cirele, the Christian
mystery is freely commumicated to all.

" God chose his own time for making known the mystery of the gospel. Like all the divine

procedures, the development was gradual, increasing in cleerness and completeness as

the fullness of time approached; that time embraced the advent of Jesus Christ, His as~
cension and enthronement in heaven, and the desecént of the Holy Spirit, The reveletion

of the mystery was an act of the divimne will — "To whom God would mske known.® There

was nothing impelling him to wnfold this mystery but His own pleasure. It was his sove-
reign will to disclose the wondrous grace and glory of the gospel to the humble and deveut,
rather than to the proud and self-sufficient. But, this gospel is still a mystery to the
unconverted. :

The gospel is full of glory -- a glory unique, resplendent, unsurpassable; and this glory
is dowered with riches, abundant, inexhaustible, and divine. The riches of the glery
appear in the manifestetion of the nature and attributes of God, and alse in the moral
wealth that has descended upen man. :

The Essence of the Gospel.

Vhat is the gospel? It has been said that, "The Gospel is this disclosure, demonstration,

and donation-of the free and unmerited love and mercy of God, disclosed at Bethlehem,
demonstrated at Calvary, donated at Pentecost —— the supreme fact of history and the deep-
est wonder of experience," Through His incarnation, Jesus revealed God to man. Through
His atonement, Jesus reconciled man to God, Through His gift of the Spirit, He made pos-
gible 8 new life from above for those who sat in darkness and the shadow of death., At
Bethlehem, God was with us. At Calvary, God was for us. At Pentecost, God was-in us,

Jesus Christ is the infinite, the holy, the almighty God, accessible, sympathetic, and
compassionate. It is truly wonderful that the infinite God should take upon Himself the
nature of man., God and man in one person is the wonder of heaven, and earth, and hell,
He is the author of our beings, the healer of our diseases, the comforter of our sorrows,
the guide of our lives, giving fortitude in all the trials of life, certifying imn count-
less experiences that Mall things work together for good to them that love God, to them
who are the ecalled according to His purpose.® To know Him, to understand His will, and
to do that will, is the uwnifying interest of life.

‘When we think of our Lord wé remember that glorious work which he undertook and finished

on our behalf, He took upon Himself the form of a servant and was made in the likeness
of sinful flesh, His was a life of grief and humiliation. Up to the cross He carried all
our load, and on the cross He bore, that we might never bear, His Father's righteous wrath.
What has Christ not done for us? He has cast our sins into the depths of the dea. He
has taken the cup which we ought to have drunk forever, and He has drained it dry and lef't
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not a dreg behind. He has redeemed us from the curse of the lsw, being made a curse .
for us; and now He has brought in everlasting righteousness and gone .up to His Father's
throne within the weil, bearing His divine oblation, and making everythlng right and
safe for us, that by and by we may follow Him, and be with Him where He is. I cannot
think of what He is, and what He has done, and what He is doing, and what He will yet

do without saying, "He is all my salvation and my desire,"

It must be Christ Himself rather than anything which Christ gives. How different Christ
is from all the friends and helpers that we have, They bring us good things, but Jesus
gives us Himself. He does not merely give us wiédom, righteousness, sanctification, and
redemption, but He Himself is made of God all these things to us. Hence we can never

do without Him, We shall never outgrow Chrisit, but we shall grow to heed Him more and

" more, We shall find that He is growingly dear and increasingly necessary.

II.

The Expefience'@f The Gospel.

Here is a grand advance, Christ in heaven, Christ free to poor sinmers is precious, but
Christ in the heart is the most precious of all. Christ in jou means Christ embraced

by faith as our righteousness and strength. When a simner's heart is opened by the Holy
Spirit, when the beauty and excellence of the Saviour is shown to Him, the heart inwardly
embraces and cleaves to Christ. Every new discovery of Christ to the soul penews this
act of inward cleaving to the Lerd Jesus., Every reproach, every temptation, every fall
into sin, every bereavement, mekes the soul more really, firmly, and fully'embrace the .

_Lord Jesus. Therefore, by continual faith, Christ, may be said to dwell in the heart.

Ephesiang 3 17,

"Christ in you," how can it be explained? As in the grafting of trees, we are the little
grafts and He is the strong and living stem. We are laid to Him, bownd to Him, sealed to
Him, and when there is nothing between the new shoot and the old tree, at last the sap
flows into the graft and the graft and the tree are one. Thus Christ enters us and bes:
comes our 11fe. :

Does Christ come and’ duell in us today9 If Chrlst does not abide in us now, it does not
matter very much to us whether He wrought miracles in Jerusalem or muzzled the angry waves
of Galilee., But if He does dwell within us today, and manifests Himself in us as the
1nterpretat10n of life, and He guides, cleanses, restores, imspires, etc., we have some-
thing even more real, more immediate, than the narratives of the writers of the gospels.

- "Christ in you“ meanst

1. Christ accepted by faith,

It is a wonderful thing that Christ should enter people, but it is stlll more wonder-
ful that He should enter by so narrow an opening as our little faith.

2. Christ possessed.

You see nothing is so much a man's own as that which is within him:
3. Ghrist experienced.,
- There may be a valuable medicine that works like magic to expel a man's pains and

cure his diseases, but it is of no efficacy till it is within him! Vhen it comm-
ences to purify his blood, and to strengthen his frame, he is in a fair way to
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know it without depending upon the witness of others. Get Christ in you, curing
your sins, Christ in you filling your soul with love to virtue and holiness, bath-
ing your heart in comfort and firing it with heavenly aspirations.

Christ reigning.

Christ swaying his sceptre from the center of your being, over every power and
faculty, desire and resolve, bringing every thought inte captivity to himself, is
glory begun and the sure pledge of heaven.

Christ transflgurlng.

When Christ enters us, He elevates us to a nobler state; even as Paul said, "I
live, yet not I, but Christ liveth in me.,% '

(1) Christ's mind is formed in the believer.

He thinks as Christ does, I do not mean that the believer has the same all~
deeing mind, the same infallible judgment coneerning everything as Christ
has, but up to his light he sees things as Christ does.

a.

b,

C.

d.

e,

He sees sin as Christ does.

Christ sees sin to be evil, bitter, abomihable, and dangerous. He sees

‘the inseparable connectien between sin and suffering. So does the be- 7

liever.
He sees the-gospel as Christ does.
Christ sees amazing glory in the gospel. The vay of salvatlon which He

Himself has wrought out appears a most complete galvatien te Him most
free, most glorifying to God, and most beneficial to man,

:Eb sees the world ss Christ does.

Christ 1ooked on this w@rld as vanlty compared with the smile of His
Father. Its riches, its honors, and its pleasures did not appear to
be worth a sigh, He saw it passing away.

He sees time as Christ did.

"] must work the works of Him that sent me while it is day; the night

cometh when no man can wnrk "

' He sees eternity as Christ did.

Christ looked at everythlng in the light of eternlty. Everything is
valuable from His standpoint only as it bears on eternity.

{2) christ's affections are formed in the believer,

#] will put my spirit within you."

.
b.
Ce
d.
S

The same love to God.

The same sversion to God's frown.
The same love to saints.

The same compassion for simners.
The same tendermess to the awakened.
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(3) Christ's life is lived in the believer.

Though the believer may wax cold and have many falls, still the main cur-
rent of his life is Christ living within,

a, Bearing repreaches.
"When He was reviled, He reviled not again.®
I Peter 2:23.

b. In doing good.
"He went about deing goed,?®

e, In being victorious,.
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ITT. The End Of The Gospel.

It is "Christ in you, the hope of glory." The true hope is distinguished from the false
hope by three marks: : :
l. It comes down from heaven.
We cannot create it. No fellow ereature csn persuade us into it.
2. It longs and look for heaven.
3., 1t earries the soul on teoward heaven,

This hope of glory arises from the indwelling of the Saviour. He is in us as the source
of life anéd the principle of action., Take Him away and there is no hope. Our hope is
founded in Christ, communicated by Christ, and meintained by Christ, He has purchased
glory for us, has actually taken possession of glory for us, add has pledged Himself to
bring all believers to glory. Glory is one of the greatest words in our lamguage. It is
one of God's magnifiecent titles., It is the objeet of the true believer's hops, and
whatever else he relinquishes, he will not part with this. He lives and dies in hope --
the hope of being vhere the servant is like his lord, and sharing the threne with Jesmus
in HEs triuvmphant glory. To have Christ in us is the life of grace; to be with Christ
is the hope of glory; and the two go together. We shall have glorified bodies, glorious
companions, & glorious reward, and a glorious rest, The Christ who now lives within us
will never be separated from ws. Christ in you means you in glory, as surely as God
lives., There is no question about that, Go your ways therefore and rejoice in Christ
Jesus, letting Him speak through your momth, weep through your eyes, smile through your
face, work with your hands, walk with your feet, and love with your heart. Let Him seek
sinners through you and comfort saints through you until the daybreak and the shadows
flee away. _



