EVERY-DAY RELIGION

®ind whaitsoever ye do, 41 it heartily, as to the Lord, and not wnto men." Colossians
3223,

In one of his essays Emerson said, "Hitch your wagon to a ster.® On firest thought,
there does not seem to be any connection between a star shinming in unfading splendor
in the sky above and the homely wagon of the farmer which has to carry meny loads.
How can they be linked together? What did Fmerson mean by his strange words? To
him the star was the emblem of a lofty purpose or a splendid motive. The wagon was
the emblem of commonplace duties, the humble toils and tasks with which the lives
of most peovle are tzken wp. He meant that, even if it is = wagon you are driving,
even if it is a lowly duty that you have to do, you should link it with a splendid
aim, end do it hesrtily with an uplifiting motive.

Centuries earlier, vhile writing under the direction of the Holy Spirit, the

Apestle Paul had expressed thst idea mmuch more effectively. He said, "And whatsoever
ve do, do it heertily, azs to the Lord, and not unto men." It was Paul's hetit to
solve the problems related to conduct by the largest principles. He did not keep
his theology and his sthiecs in separate water tighi comperiments, and refuse o allow
them to commymicate with each other. He used the greatest truths to regulate the
smellest duties. For that. ressen, he sdmonished the performznce of the lowliest
duties with an uwplifting motive. "Whatsoever ye do, do it heartily, as to the ILord.”

This is an actual possibility for every one who knows the Iord Jesus Christ. What-
ever we do, we cen sznd we should do it for Him. Rich or poor, wise or otherwlise,
the vision of Christ is open to all of us. To every scul that has an experimental
knowledge of Jesus as Saviour snd Iord there is the possibility of doling everything
for Him.

" In our text Pauwl was spesking to slaves, whe must have felt their condition teo be
irksome and degrading, but he applied a principle which transformed it altegether.
They were to feel and act as servents of Christ, which they were. This prineciple
is of far-reaching spplieation. All of us sre to serve Christ by falthfully dis-
charging all the duties of life sc as te please Him.

It is well for us to remember that the interests of Christ are pot limited, as we
often suppose, to church affairs or to spiritual matters. ILord Melbourne, the first
Prime Minister of Queen:Viectoria, is said to have been wry angry on hesring what
‘ig called "a practical sermon," and on leaving the church spoke out indignantly,
“Things have come to 2 pretty pass when religion is allowed to invade private life.”
What offended him is really the glory of Christisnity, It does invade the private
and every-dsy life, cleims as the sphere of its rule whatever men may think or say
or do, sets itself to honer the humble, to 1ift the degraded, to sanctify the se-
cular, and to glorify all the tasks of men. The so-called Christisnity which can
be kent out of the private life is certainly not the Bhristiznity of Christ. His
Word teaches us to do whatever we do as unto the lord.

Paul repeatedly proclaimed the importence of Christianity in the ordinary affezirs of .
our liws. We should bring our Christianity into cur every-day conwrsation. If
there is anything good, glad, beautiful, znd imvortant sdout it, we should diseuss
it. We ought to bring it into our every-day employments. A religion that is not
good in one place is not worth anything in another place. We alsc need to bring it
into our every-day trials. For severe losses, for bereavement, and for trouble

that shocks like 2n earthquake snd blasts like a storm, we prescribe religious
consolation; ut for the smell annoyances, how much of the grace of God do you

apply?

Furthermore, we must bring Christisnity intc our every-day blessings. Every day
cught to be a thanksgiving day Tor esch of uws. But, so often, we fail to recognize
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the common mercies of life. We have to see a blind man being led by his dog be~
fore we begin to think of what a grand thing it is to have gzood eyesight, We have
to see somecne hobbling on a crutch, or someone with an empiy sleeve vinned up
before we think of what & prand thing God did for us when He gave us full use of
healthy limbs., We sre so stupid thet nothing but the misfortunes of others can
reslly meke us truly conscious of our numerous blessings. How meny of us thenk
God for water, food, and air.? We take these things for granted. Bul, suppose
God should withhold these blessings from us! Csn it be thet you have enjoyed
these and numerocus other blessings 211 throush the years, and as yet have never
accepted Christ as your Saviecur and given your hesrt and life to Him?

We are impressed with the necezsity of commending our faith by ovr daily conduct.
Christienity is not ornly something to be believed, but it is something that mmst

be practiced., In fact, belief itself is in order to practice, "Faith without works
is dead."” It is useless Lo know all about the art of walking unless we actually
walk, ,

We sre all affected by the way in which the world looks at the various tasks and
staticns of men. Humble cccupations are thought te be without honor. There is a
strong temptation to f21l inte the habit of doing them without any uplifting motive.
Tt does not seem %o matter whether we do them well or not. MNo one, we complain,
takes any interest in them. When we say thet we have forgotten the Lord Jesus,

It 4is ssid that the wife of President Garfield was at one iime heavily burdened
with the thought of the uselessness of her life. It was entirely occupied with the
commonplace duties of the home. She could see the dignity of the public duties
which fell te the lot of her husbend, but she did not see any dignlty or honor in
the trivial round and common tasks with which she was occupied. At last the thought
strock her: "his ie reslly my work. Somebody must attend to the cleaning and

the cooking, and if Cod has imposed these duties upon me, can I noi present them as
an offering to Him?" That thought brought veace and joy into her life, and ended
a1l her feelings of uselessness. We should remember always that the ordinery
tagks of ordinary people are of interest and importance te Christ, and thersefere
they should be of interest snd importance to us. If we can do them for Him, we

czn please Him as well as a king, who rules an empire with the same motive., It is
the motive that matters,

Christ is interesited in the most common -cts of our daily Jives. This fact is not
stated definmitely in our text, but it underlies the verse and gives its words their
force. A simple illustration will make this plain. A boy at school hes certain
unwelcome taske to perform, Their uncongeniality mekes it hard for him to give to
them the necessary concentration of mind, His tescher perceives this, 2nd in order
to simulate him says: "ork at them heartily, my boy, for it will please your father
tc see them well done.® Provided thet the lad has a sympathetic father, the motive
15 a powerful one; but if the opposite is true, the sopeal falls altogether. In
the same way, the words "work heartily, as to the lord," would not have exerted any
beneficial influence on the Colossian slaves unless they had been convinced thet
Christ was interested in their affsirs, and would be well pleased with their

hearty performance.

inother idea which hinders meny from seeing the possibility which is opnen to them
is the False distinction which has been made between work thet is seeuler and WOTK
thet is sacred. They do not think that the Lord Jesus is interested in what they
are called upon to do. Everything should be 1ifted up =8 something which cen be
done for Christ, as something which is not rightly done ynless it is done for
Christ, We miss a great poseibility of life vhen we forget that there ig nothing

vhieh we mey not do for Christ,
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Some seem to have the idea thet only a call to be a minister, an evanselist, or a
misgionery, comstitutes a divine call. But why confine such a meaning only to

such vocations? Vhy may not one be called to be an architeet, a contractor, a
carpenter, a grocer, a weaver, @ lawyer, a baker, a salesmsn, or a tescher? Surely
God never calls anyone te any kind of work thst contravenes Christian prineciple or
introduces guestionable =nd nefarious practices, Wherewer the celling is upright
in every resvect, it mey rightly be deemed a Christian calling, and as worthy of the
appellation, "Christian,” as that of being a preacher, a pastor, 2n gvangelist,

or & missionary.

What an ircentive such a consideration can be to a real service for Christ! And
what an infiuvence it will have upon all such services! How it will inspire to our
very best work, and to the expression of the highest ideals in the daily enterprisel
"hatsoever ye do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus™ (Col.3:173}.
If this principle is zdopted and acted upon, it will impert a golden value to all
we szy and do, The modern ides of some acts being religious and some secular is
not for us to entertain. The guality of each act depends on the motive from which
it springs, end on the spirit which guides it. The commonplace thing may be done
in a neobhle Christian spirit.

In the multitude and complexity of hmman activities nature compels all to have a
chief 2im. Most people have self in view in their sims. They are interested in
their pleasure, ease, luxury, wealth, position, or power, but "the chief end of
man is to glorify God and enjoy Him forever.” And living to the glory of God gives
dignity to our living. It 1ifts us from the commonplace and monotonous. To do
ewrything fer God's glory is 1life’s deepest inspiration and highest power., It
ensbles us to do our best. To you who zre just begimning 1life, say to yourself,
Mihat is really the best thing I can do with my 1ife? I can go in for money, and
perhaps make it; but I shall have to leave it behind, and I must die a peuper,
however much I make., I can go in for vleasure, snd get i% for a while perhaps, bub
thet ean't last forever; or I might give myself right up to God, and live with all
my heart to serve and to plesse Him. That will last longest and be best both now
and sver."

Our Christisnity should be carried into every depsriment of our lives, All things
should be done to the glory of God. Christianity has to do with work during the
wekk as well as with worship oh Sundays. ¥hether we buy or sell, vhether we work
with the brain or with the hands, in nublic life or in private life--whatsoewr ve
do we sre to do it to the glory of God. We should even bear our burdens for His
glory. VWhen Frances Ridley Havergal was enduring exerucisting pains, which had
resulted from a complication of diseases, she cried repeatedly, "Ierd Jesus, help
me in this to glorify Thee,® That is a2 prayer we seldom think of uttering in our
troubles. Being selfish, we think only of ourselves, and the means whereby our
sufferings can be relieved, A1l of us, the righteous and the unrighteous, have to
bear our crosses; but the real difference should be seen in the spirit with which

+ we bear then,

There is much of whet we call drudeery in this world--many tasks that are unattractive,
commonplace, and monotonous. Every task is drudsery when we do it without a motlve

to wplift us and to inspire us. It is not another occupation or a change of
circmmstances that we need, butit is a change of spirit that is needed. The right
motive is to be fouwmd in the realization thet we are fulfilling the purposes of

God and serving the will of Christ.

If we do our deily work with unwillingness and slackness, these gualitles work
themselves into the very fiber of our being, Om the other hand, 1if we do our work

heartily, as unto the Lord, not only is the work well done, done with sati=faction
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and joy, but we have added some cualities to our characters w-ich mske our lives
more I1ike the 1ife of the Iord Whom we serve. The noble or igroble motive with
which we have wrought works in us and fashions vs affter His likeness. Here are itwo
iines that are strangely significant:

™o men loeked through prison bars,
One saw mud; the other stars,”

How do you think the prison affected these men? They wers a2like in everything
except their outlock. Ney, thelr very ocultlook was the same, Both could have Jooked
downwards and seen the mud, as both covld have loocked upwarde and seen the stars,
But the one locked up and the other locked down. The one brought inte his orison
1ife the thought of the stars, with their smggestiveness of the majesiy and glory
of God and the width snd grandeur of the universe;; amnd the other brought inte his
orison 1life the suggestiveness of mud, of the toil, the sin, the filth, and the
nerrovness of the world. What we see with the eyes of the sounl iz the ideal for
which we live, the end for which we toil, snd the motive by which we work. The
humblest lot and the homeliest task offer the same possibility for the exercise of
spiritual motive and the reaching of a spiritual aim as the loftiest position or
the grandest task, But we must look up to find the uwplifiing motive. And this
motive, doing everything heartily, as unto Christ, is one which can mplift evwery
heart and benefii every 11&99

As we exsmine our lives-—our thoughts, our desires, our motives, our words, and our
conduct--under the searching light of the Heoly Spirit, can we truthfully say we are
living untc the lord; that we are doing everything as service rendered unto Him?

Is doing His will our chief aim? Is His glory our chief concern? The betier we
know our own hearts, the more we realize that we have much of the spirit of the
Pharisees, They lived to be seen of men, and preferred the praise of men to the
approval of God. All of us must strive Lo overcome the strong tempiation te render
“eyeservice®; to be on our best behavior when other eyes are upon us, forgetting
that "the eyes of the lord are in every place." Vhen we sre released from all
desire for self-glory snd live only for His glory, our Lord will be able to use us
more fully and far mere effectively.

When we do anything for the glory of our Ierd, we bring out His glory snd meke it
appear to the eves of men, We do not give Him what He does not heve, but we deo
cause what He has to be seen of men, There ig nothing more certein tham this,
nemely, that ChEristianity is designed to leaven our whole lives.,

There are variouvs ways of deing & thing—amechanically, like a mschine; ublovingly,

g8 a matter of duty; snd hesrtily, wvhere you put your vhole soul inte it, The serviee
where one puts his whole heart into it is far more acceptable. The best work is

thet which is done from love. "Ye serve the Lord Christ,” therefore, seek to please
Him in all thst you do. The glory of God is to be our flrst concern, and everything
in our lives should contribute to thsi and be inspired by it. If we seek our own
glory, we shall miss it. Bui, if we seek God's glory in all that we do, then we
shall be "changed from glory into glory.! 4nd when we live entirely unto Him, He
will do His very best for us.



