IT COSTS PO REDEEM

hereof I Paul am made a minister; Who now rejoice in my sufferings for you, and £ill

up that whick is behind of the afflictions of Christ in my flesh for his body's sake, which
is the church,” Colosgians 1:23-24,
Thies statement of Paul's brinhgs to wmind The Tirst one concerns the late
Gipsy Smith, the famous and greatly loved evangelis In the midst of a campaign he was
conducting, a man invited hinm to wreach. Enowing how full his schedule was and seeking
to make this extra assigmment anpesr as light as vpossible, the man said, "This will not
be a large meeting, and you can give us sSométhing thal won't take anything cut of you.”
Tt was the wrong thing %o =ay, as the man quickly reslized when Gipsy replied, "Then, my
brother, it's no use for me to come. & message that will not take anything out of me is
not worth givingl" ‘
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How correct He was! There is no completely painiess way to present the redeeming Saviowr
who once hung on that painful cross.

The other incident rises from the psllant 1ife of fdoniram Judson, whose flaming spirit
brought the light of CThrist to darkened men in when the gosgpel was virtually unknown
there, Because of his preachinr, he was impriscmed. It Was & filthy den in which he lay,
and he suffered terribly. £Lfter his relesse he appesled to the king of Burma for per-
mission to go and preach in a esrtain city. ~The king refused, but in his refussl lay a
shrewdness that no one should miss, He said, "I am willing for a dozen preachers to go
to that city, but not youn. UNot with those hands] ¥y people are not such fools as te take

notice of your preaching, bui they will take notice of those scarred hands, ™

To understand these two stories iz to have the key to what Paul means in our text when
he declares: 'Whereof I Panl am msde a minister: Who now rejoice in my sufferings for
vou, and £ill up that vhich is behind of the afflictions of Christ in my flesh fer his
body'!s sake, which is the church.”

Paul had a twofeld paseién—for Christ and for His church. Paul's devotion to Christ cannot
be separated from his devotion to His church, nor can his devotion to Christ’s church be
separated from his devotion to Christ.

When Panl first came to know Christ, he came %o lmow Him identified with His church. Paul
was persecubing the church, ard Chirist said to him: Mihy persecutest thou me?" From

the time of his conversien Paul never thought of Chirist gpart from PFis church. Paul's

love for Christ was a passion. It was a passion not apart from but identified with seriptural
doctrine and church devotien.

The chureh is Christ's body in and through which He works in the world, in which He is
manifested among the Centiles, in which He is set forth as the hope of glory. The church
cells for the ministerial sufferings of all bellevers in Christ.

The word of the text translabed "affliciions® does not mesn Christis "vicarious sufferings™
which He endured for sinners, but Christls "ministerial sufferings™ connected with the
promotion of Christ's work. There were sufferings of Christ in which He alone could
participate. We sing truly "Jesus Paid It A11." The ninistry of atonement is perfected.
There is no oubstanding debt. In the one commanding sacrifice for humen sin Calvary leaves
nothing for you and me to do. In the bundle of the Saviour's sufferings every needful
pang was borne,

"Besring shame and scoffing rude,
In my place condemned He stood;
Sesgled my pardon with His blood:
Eallelujzh! what a Saviourl™

.
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I cannot add anything to that. There is nothing Iscking. ¥His sacrifice was all-sufficlent.
And yet, "I £il1l up that which is behind of the sufferings of Christ." There are afflictions
of Christ in which His people can participate. The sufferings need & herald, A story

needs a teller. & gospel requires an evangelist. A finished case demands efficient
pregentation,

The church is the place of participstion in these ministerial sufferings of Christ. Paul
saw Christ not only as the Saviour suffering for sinners, bul as the CThrist sulfering for
His Body, the Church. Paul could not take hisg place with Christ on the cross to suffer
for sinners, bubt he could take his place with Christ in the church to promote the truth
of a Saviour who had paid it all on the cross and who alone could save sinners. The
-church's place is a place of suffering for the promotion of the truth of the gospel and
the gervice of Christ.

Paul recognized the privilege fo £ill wup the church's ministry. The church's promotion
of truth called for somebody to suffer to carry on God's work with men. Christ built His
church and suffered for it in His earthly life. Thalt suffering should be continued by
every Christian ip his day and in the church.

The Christian cannot suffer as a sin bearer. Only Christ can suffer as sin bearer. The
Christian can suffer in his flesh for the chureh's promotion of iruth, and he can suffer
thus only when he is in the flesh. There will be no chance to do so when the flesh is
put away. What we pay we must pay in the flesh, Paul knew this and so ought we.

Christ built Hie chiureh and suffered for it in His body of flesh tiil He went away in

hody thereafter to work ir the bodies of His believers through His churches. The Christian
is called to suffer in his body of flesh for Christ's Body or the Church. Paul carried

on for Chrigt in the Christian's place of carrying on, namely, in the Church which is the
Body of Christ. Ouwr text eslls on us to exalt Christ snd His church and His truth whatever
may be our price to pay.

Hore, then, is an important principle. The gospel of a broken heart demands the ministry
of bleeding hearts. As soon as we cease to bleed, we cease to bless.

Iet ue put it this way: what Christ did in His redeeming death for us was finally and
forever sufficient, but the spirit in which He did it is something that must be constantly
communicated to those who would besr its medsage to others., All ministry for the Master
must be possessed by His sacrificial spirit.

The gufferings of Christ are seen in three realms:
T. Sympathy.

The writer to the Hebrews tells us that since "or in that he himself hath sulfered
being tempted, he is able to succour them that are tempted," Hebrews 2:18. Iet

us not put too narrow limite on this word "sympsthy." Iet us not think of it only

as a senbiment we try to express at the time of a funeral. It is much too big and
beautiful & word to be left on the counter where cards of condolence can be bought
for a dime. Iiterally, the word means "to feel with," Tt stands for that wonderful
gift which makes any versonality the richer--the ability to put yourself in the nlace
of zomeone e€lse., Think of sympathy as the capacity to put yourself, under the bonds .
of Christ, in another person's place, It hurts, but there is no redeeming men without
it,

IT. Supplication.
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Cur lord's prayer 1ife was freguently touched with pain., I do not know of a clezrer
description of it than we have in Hebrews 5:7, "Who in the days of his flesh, when

he had offered up prayers and supplications with strong crying and tears unto him that
was able to save him from death, and was heard in that he feared." You can be very
sure that the lord Jesus did net alwasys prav like that, Many times He prayed and His
guiet communion with the Father had nothing of spony in it, only serenity. We need
this qulet and gnieting side of preyer. Bul do vou never get disturbed over the fact
that this is the only side ef prayer thal zeems to be emphasized tedey?

There is a phase of prayer vwhich gives youn not a pesceful mind, but a disturbed mind.

» It is not the dropping of 2 blessing, but the generaiion of a burden. By prayer

you can enter into combat with the powers of Satan. You tzke upon you the tragedy

of other lives enslaved and broken by sin. You enter into paritnership with the praying
Saviour in rebuking and binding the demonic and deadly forces that are destreying men
and women in the commmity of which we are a part. You ask God to help you be the
instrument of His love to set them free, to win them to new 1life in Christ Jesus, to
rescue them from the thraldom of this world and the bendage of Satan. ,

What = superb exsmple Paul sets for us in this epistle from which our text is taken!
In chapter one he said, "We do net cease to vray for yeu, and to desire that ye might
be £illed with the knowledge of his will¥ (v. ¢). At the beginning of chapter iwo he
openg his heszrt wider and tells them how ardently he prays for them: "I would that
ve knew what grest confliet I have for you.® One version puts it this way, "I would
have you know how greatly I agenize for you."

Most of us are far removed from thet sort of praysr. The master word in medern chureh
1life is Yorganize.! M™igonize™ is a word taken from a foreign tonmgue so far as most

of us are concerned, The winner of souls must at times feel the woe of sin or his
prayers will be powerless and useless. Christian, ask yourself this guestion, Has there
besn any pain in wy prayers for others lately? Have I reslly tasted the fellowship

of my Iordis suffering in supplieation? Have I done any filling up of that which is
behind of the afflictions of Christ?

Service,

Christ did not stop with sympathy, however genuine and heart-felt it was. He laid
Himself out to do something for them. He acted to meet their need., He ministered to
their necessities, "And Jesus went about all the cities and villages, tesching in their
synagogues, and preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and healing every sickness and
every disease among the people.” Matthew 9:35.

Was that easy? Was it 211 "sweetness and light®? Did it make no expensive drafi on
His mental powers, His vhysical energies, His spiritual sensitiveness? When one woman
"touched" Him one day, He said, "irtue (strength) ie gone out of me,”

Iet me menticn two aspects of our service which are related to the sufferings of Christ:

1. We are always in danzer of forgetting that the smeller ministries of love are as
mach an acceptable sacrifice as the drsmetic and talked-about deeds of others,
Too meny of us are ready to pay glowing tribute to the men and women who were burned
zt the sgtake for Christlis sake, while we will not even teach a Sunday School class
because it would reguire an earlier getting-up time on Sunday morning. Ve need
people who will do small things, and dull things, but with e large heart and for
a greal purpose.

2. There is nothing that will keep us forever at the job in the service of Christ and
His church like the fire of love and self-giving that is kindled in our hearis
through the cross of the Saviour.
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We think of George Whitefield, who erossed the Atlantic Gcean thirteen times in
the eighteenth century when crossings were long and harsrdous, all to preach Christ
end Him ecrucified. On September 29, 1770 he preached what appeared to be his last
sermon and started back 1o Boston, Massachuseits. BSeo 111 and exhausted was he
that a friend said to him: "Iow are more it to go to bed than to preach.”

"True,® replied Whitefield, and then, clasping his hands and looking heavenward,

he added, "lord Jesus, I am weary in Thy work, but not of it. If I have not {inished
my course, let me go and spszk for Thes once more in the fields, seal Thy treth,

and come home and diel"

Wherewpon the great preacher mounted a hogshead., A crowd quickly assembled. He
gave out his text, "Examine yourselves, whether you be in the faith." Describing
the scene, & listener wrote that Whitefield "remained several minwtes umnable to
speak,” When he did gather sirength te spesk, the old fire flamed wp. In the sermon
he eried: "I go to rest vrepared; my sun has arisen and, by aid frem heaven, has
given 1ight to many. It is now about to set--no, it is sbout to rise to the zenith
of immertal glory....0 thought divine! 7T soon shall be in 2 world where pain, age,
time and sorrow are unknown. My body falls, my spirit expands. How willingly would
I live forever to preach Chrizt! But I die to be with Himi"

Yes, it costs to redeem! Tt costs in sympathy, in supplicaticn, and in service.
If you are a faithful witness for Christ, you will have the satisfaetion of knowing
you helped te "£111 up that which is behind of the afflictions of Christ.!



