‘MGHRIST IS ALL®

"Where there is neither Greek nor Jew, circumecision nor uneircumcision, Barbarlan,
Seythian, bond nor free: but Christ is all, and in all. Col., 3:11

These three words are the very essence of Ghristianity. Christ is sufficient for every
need of every soul. He is the keystone to the arch of Christian character. VYhen the
enemies of our Lord turn upon us and tamntingly inguire what we have to offer this weary
and disillusioned world, we can reply "Christ is A11." When believers are asked to give
the reason for the hope that is within them, they can dnswer "Christ is All."

] entered once a heme of care,

For age and penury were there,
Yet peace and joy withalj

I asked the lonely mother whence

Her helpless widowhood!'s defense,

She told me,. 'Christ is all.’'

"I stood beside a dying bed,

¥Where lay a child with aching head,
Waiting for Jesus' c¢all;

I warked his smile, ftwas sweet as May,

And as his spirit passed away,

He whispered, 'Christ is all.?'

"T saw the martyr at the stake,

The flames could not his courage shake,
Nor death his soul appall;

I asked him whemshis strength was givin-—-

He loocked triumphantly te heav'n,

And answered, 'Christ is all.'®

Out of the crucible of human experience comes the unvarying testimony -- "Christ is A1l .n
How familiar and how famous is that marvelous statement! It sets before us the infinite
gsignificance of the Christ.

Christ is All in Creation.

The vast fabric of created things sprang into being at His word. Out of nothing He
ereated all that is., "All things were made by him; and without him was not any thing
made that was made.' John 1:3. He made the stars, kindled their brilliant fires, fixed
their rank, regulated their motions and appointed their mission. He formed the earth,

. robed it in vestments of ever-changing beauty, and endowed it with unfailing productlve—
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ness. He fashioned man after the model of His own illustrious image, freighted him with
faculties of wondrous compass, indicated the possibilities of his career, and the char-
acter of his destiny.

Christ is All in the Bible.

It matters not where you open the Bible, you w1ll find Christ. It is Jesus all the way
from Genesis to Malachi. When vou iopen the New Testament, you will fiad that it is
Christ in the parables, Christ in the miracles, Christ in the g05pels, Christ in the
epistles and Christ in the trumpet peel of the Apocalypse.

In Adam you see Him as the head and representative of His peoples in Noah, as the re-
storer of the new world; in Isasc, as a burnt offering; in Joseph, as humbled and exalt~
ed, and the saviour of his father's house; in Aaren as a high prlest, in Moses, as &
1awg1ver, in Joshua, as the leader and commander of the people; in Selomon, as the prince
of peace; in Jonsh, rising again the third day.
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It was Christ crucified whe was set forth in every 0ld Testament sacrifice. It was
Christ to whom Abel looked when he offersd a better sacrifice than Cain, of whom Enoech
prophesied in the days of abounding wickedness before the flood, to whom Abraham look-
ed when he dwelt in tents in the land of promise, of whom Jacob spoke to his sons, as
he lay dying, and of whom all the prophets spoke and wrote, It is the Christ of whom
the whole New Testament is filled. In the Epistles He is explained and exslted.

Christ is All in Salvation.

On Calvary Christ reveals God's estimate of sin, Calvary shows us man‘é ﬁeed and Godfs
love., It is the only place where man's need and God's love can meet. The tragedy of
Calvary was not the death of a mere man. It wds Emmanuel's blood that flowed on Calvary.

Alfred Tennyson once asked an aged woman what was in the news. She replied, "Why, Mr.
Tennyson, there is only one piece of news that I know--that Christ died for all men,"
Mr., Tennyson said to her, "That is old news, and good news, and new news."  This ig the
only news for our broken-hearted, sinning, sufferlng and dying humanity. All the good
news of the glorlous gospei of Chrlst can be summed up in one matchless statement: "Christ
died for our sins.® The testimony of all who hawe come to salvation by way of the cress
is giorlous¢y borne by that gifted scientist, dying yonder sometime ago, who was asked,
"What is the greatest discovery that you.have ever made?™ He auickly replied, "That
Christ is my Saviour.” This shall be our message until the final step of our journey,
and when we come at last to the late afternocon of earth's last day, we may say with the
dying woman, who was asked-—"What is your hope now?" and who pointed to the Bible on the
bedside table, and then to her heart, and then upward toward heaveg and said, "Christ in
the Bible, Christ in my heart, and Chrlst in he&ven. .

'I've tried in vain a thousand ways,
My fears to quell, my hopes to raise,
But what I need the Bible says -~ Is Jesus.

My soul is night, my heart is steel,
I cannot see, I ecannot feel, ‘
- g For light, for life, I must appeal ~- To Jesus.

Though some will mock, and some will blame,
In spite of fear, in spite of shame,
I'11 ge to Him because His name -- Is Jesus.

He died, He lives, He reigns, He pleads,
There's love in all His words and deeds,
And all, yes, all a ginner reeds -- Is Jesus,

Yes, He is abundantly able to supply every sinner's needs. But remember, there is ne
substitute for Him or any salvation apart from Him., Christ is the one and only Savieur.

Christ is A1l in Life's Reverses.

He supplies the grace needed for every experience of life., There is not an example any—
vhere in all the history of humanity where Christ has ever forsaken His own, or failed
to care for them in any and every sitwation in life. In Him all fulness dwells. He is
answerable to every dondition, There is only one Christ to meet the countless needs of
men. He met and still meets their needs, This glorious Christ is adequate to the needs
of each and every individual, He is a Physician to heal, A Counsellor to advise, a King
to govern, a Friend to sympathize, a Father to provide. He is the Shadow from heat, the
Bread of Life, the Morning Star and the Sun of Righteousness.



He is the great Bmancipator who delivers from the power of darkness and translates the
benighted but groping soul inteo the kingdom of light. He defends and succours the
tempted. He gives rest te the weary and the heavy laden., He is a refuge in every time
of distress. ‘

A drunken man was lying on the sidewalk one day, too drunk to go farther. An aged lady

' came by and loocking down she recognized the drunken man. He had been in her Sunday

School class when he was a little lad. In his young manhood, he had been a fine young
lawyer, but sin had gained control of his life, and he had now lost,his friends, his
clients, his home and his reputation. His wife had been forced to take their half-eclad
children to her father's home that they might have bread, leaving the husband and father
living alone in a dingy little rooming house in the tenement guarters. The lady gazed
in pity on the miserable man whom she had known from his childhoed. Stooping down, she
put her gentle hand on his brow and, calling him by his given name, said to him, "Christ

“can give you back all that you have lost." This was all she said, and she walked away.

But the drunkard heard these words ringing over and over in his ears, After a while he
strugglied to his feel, staggered down the street to his roem, and threw himself across
the hed., Over and over the words rang through his mind--"Christ can give you back all
thét youhave lost," He finally knelt beside his bed and sought forgiveness and promised
the Saviour that if He would help him, and give back to him some of the things he had
lost, he would serve him faithfully until the end of life's day. The prayer of that
poor sirner wes heard, God gave him friends, clients, success in his profession, his
home and his family, and he and his household served the Lord faithfully. Yes, Christ
can give us back what we have lost

In Him is all the believer needs when trouble comes. He has a message of comfort for
troubled hearts., He ecan give that sympathy for whiech our hearts crave. We know from
experience that Christ is the only perfect sympathizer. Others can halp when the dark
hour comes, but only Christ can comfort in subh an hour of dire distress., Hé is seo
precious to us when we pass through the valley of bereavement. :

"There's one who ean comiori when all else fails,
Jesus, Blessed Jesus;

A Saviour who saves though the foe assalls,
Jesus, Blessed Jesus;

Once He traveled the way we go,

Felt the pangs of deceit and woej

Who more perfectly then can know,
Than Jesus, Blessed Jesus.

"He never forsakes in the darkest hour,
Jesus, Blessed Jesus;

Hig arm is around us with keeping power,
Jesus, Blessed Jesus; '

When we enter the Shadow-land,

When at Jordan we trembling stand,

He will meet us with outstreched hand,
This Jesus, Blessed Jesus.®

V. Christ is All in and Beyond Death.

Life's great adventure is at the Western Gate. Men have looked in that direction from
the days of Abel and have asked many questions as to what lies beyond the sunset.
Christianity has done much to dwindle down the dread of death,

The journey home is not sucﬁ a long road for the Christian, There is but a step between
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us and death and that step is not made alone., The comfort of the psaimist is our com-
fort all the way home as well as the end of the shadow of death--"I will fear no evil
for thou art with me,® Many faithful Christians have testified as they went away
that Jesus was with them. . ' .

Approaching the hour of death, Foster Rutherford said of Jesus: "He has indeed been
a preeious Christ to me; and now I feel Him to be my rock my strength, my rest, my
hope, my joy, my all in all,®

¥We do not know what awaits us beyond the river of death. “E@e hath not seen, ner ear
heard, neither hath it entered into the heart of man, the things which God hath pre-
pared for them that love him.® We do know some things, however, and with these we comm
fort our hearts. We know that to be absent from the body is to be present with the
Lord. We know that we shall have another and better building when this earthly house
ig taken down. We know that it is far better over there than it is here. Paul said,
"To depart and be with Chriest is far better." We also know that many of the things
that treouble us here wlll be left behind when we journey into that better land. Ve
know that the faithful of all ages are. there, We know that many of our loved ones are
there for we saw them waik that heavenly way when they were here, and we heard their
testinmony just before they left us, But the greatest consolation of all for us is the
fact that we shall be forever with the Iord. Whatever the surprises of the unfolding
ages,; we shall walk fearlessly onward with Him.



