THE DUTY OF THANKFULNESS
Colossians 3:1

“And let the peace of God rule in your hearts, to the which also you are called in one
body; ard be ye thankful." C(olossians 3:13.

Paulis 1deals ere revealed in his advice given in this chapter. He urged them to put off
certsin things thai vijtiate the Christian 1ife. He wanted them to disrobe themselves of
their sinful past. He told them to put on the elements of the finest character; then, to
let the peace of God dwell in their hesrts. That peace is the result of harmony with God.
Then, he s2id, "And be ye thankful.® The peace of (od can never dwell in an unthankful
heart.

"Yes, it is good methemstics t0 become efficient in the high and holy art of counting your
blessings. Gratitude is one of the most beautiful and fregrant flowers thsi grows and
bloons in the soil of the soul. The Psalmist reminds us of the Lord's goodness, urging us
to Hforget not a1l His benefits.® .

I. Uhy Give Thenks?

1. It is a privilege. :
leustrated by exnressxng thanks for & gift from = fr1end (ne wents to do i,

20 It is rlght
BTt is a good thing t0 give thanks unto the Lord." Psalm 92:1.
(1) Por ourselves.
(2) For others
It dispels gloom,
(3) For the Lord.
It shows Him we appreciste what Fe has éoae for us.

3. It is,a-duty.
it is an imperabive duty. Anything done for us that we could not do for ourselves

ought to aweken in us a sense of gratitude.

L, 1%t pleases the Lord.
%Yn every thing give tharks: for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus

concernipng you." I Thessglonians 5:18. It glorifies Him.

5. It enriches the life.
An epprecietive spirit is always helpful to a larger and fuller life.

6. It enlarges the blessing received.
Gratitude is microscopic and msgnifies the insignificant.

II. Tor What Shall We Give Thanks?

1. Iand into which I was bora snd the parents who gove me birth. The memory of a
home in which God was homored, and trsining wes given that the intervening years
have not dissipsted or destroyed.

2. Age in which we live.

This is an sge -of tremendous ocutward developnent, vast actlvxtles, meltiplied

discoveries, amihilated distances, and general educszfiom.

3. TFood snd raiment.
We have smple food snd respectsble clcthing. Meny are not as fortunste =8 we are.

L, Good Heslth.
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Eaployment.
Tdleness is 2 gore trisl.

Educational advantages.
A boy mey climb from the foot to the top of the ladder,.

Comforts znd conveniences of 1life.
Rlectricity, meesns of transportation, radic and television.

The Word of God.
From it we have learned how to be ssved and how to live & victorious life,

The gift of Christ. , Co

He was and is God's crowning gift o a lost snd sinning worid. He should be the
center and circumference of our thouvghts and thanksgiving. Thank God for His
virgin birth, virtuous life, vicarions death, victorious resurrection, and the
hope of His visible return.

The church. .
It is the friend of childhood, the inspirer of youth, the strengthener of
middle life, and the comforier of old age. It reaches about God snd His rogTan.

The simple plan of salvation.

"Thenks be unto God for His unspeskable gift."
(1) It wes an unspeskable love that thought it.
(2) It was on unspeskable 1ife that breveht it.
(3) It was an unspeakable desth thet wrought it.
(4) It is an unspeskable joy when taueht it.

It will teke 211 of eternity for me to praise God for the grace that sought me and
bought me and brought me %o His fold. Personally, I appreciste the fact that He
has given me the privilege of leading people to Christ, of building them up in
Christ, and of treining them in service for Him.

Christian fellowship..

On the Saturday night of 1ife, when you and I sit down to list earth's choicest
blessings, we shell be compelled to pus nesr the hesd of the lisi the Christian
Ifriends who stood by us in joy znd in sorrow, in sickness and in health, whose
werm handclasp, friendly smile, and encoursging word have fortified us to fzce
life with new courage a2nd confidence.

The privilege of service. ,

Service is the natural seguence of selvation. We ere God's fellow-laborers.,
Life's greetest blessing is service; life's greatess blight is selfishness.

#Not to be ministered unto, but to minister! was the motio of the grestast Life
that ever trod the dusty rosds of this world. As we follow Him, our daily lives
will be those of continual thanksgiving.

The assurance of a home in hesven.
Shall We Give Thenks?

With words.

(1) 4t our meals.

(2} In our prayers.

(3) In our praises.
#0h that men would praise the Lord for Fis goodness, and for His wonderful
works %o the children of men.¥ Pselp 107:8.
"Let everything that has bresth praise the Lord." Psalm 150:6.
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(4) In the name of Christ. :
#@iving thanks slweys for all things unto God and the Father in the name
ef our Lerd Jesus Christ.¥ Ephesians 5:20.

With works.
(1) Giving ourselves.
(2) Giving our talents.
(3} Giving our money.
(4} Givirng our time.
Iet us serve Him with gladness and testify of His goodnpess.

"When I survey the wondrous cross®
farbid it, Iord that I sheould bozst?
"See, from His hesad, His hands, Eis feet®
HWere the whole realm of nature mine!

"AND RE Y® THANKFUL."



