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ind the Iord toock wme as T ?97¢9wew the flock, snd the Lord said wnto me, Go,
prophesy unto my neonle Isrsel.” lZmes 7:15

God often selects and nrensrss men for Hlg work vhom we would not seleet 1T the
cholce wss left fo us It is not surorising, therefore, that He choss 2 men like
mos Lo e the besver of Hig messaces te Israel and ithe ad%aeeﬂt nations., We ghouwld
mow Thiz strange person vho ems srged from the Judesn wilderness to burn the message
£ ?08 vpon the minds of the peonle of Israel in 2 day when both soclely end re-

o
Iigion were bankruot.
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Amos waz 2 profuct of the desert, born and reared in a worlid of broken limesitone
hille bleached by the sun. He resided at a little village or hanlet in Judsh

named Tekdz, sbout six miles from Bethlehenm. These ;one}y hills provided the almos—
phere for his traiﬂimg. Le a ghevherd he cared for a small Tlock of a2 peculiar
breed of sheep, ugly and shortfooted, but valusble bessuge of The
WOt ﬁ“afﬁﬂmdlmﬁiﬁQME%ﬁﬂﬂiﬂﬁmmem%“Ouﬁfﬂimﬁ

gathered and scld ”“C@mvr frait or figmulberries. 4nd one of the strange things
gbhout this frudt ws t it ! not ripen oromerly unless +M95”d?98u5 made &
small eiit in the eﬂﬁ of it. ?heysycom@re fig was not much in demsnd. Only shep-
herde, herdsmen, znd the voor gie them. Wilderness 1ife gave Yo &z sirong men like
fmos ju the treining wi ich he needed to eguip him for the mogt effective minisiry,
The solitude, the loneliness, the glory of God in nature, the silent commenion wit
Cod, the “eﬂ\al concentration, the orolonged meditetion on grest thoughts, the

hardshxns the ingpirstion Pwa greaﬁ natoral seenes, and t“e gontacts with btrdders
- 2 = L
and trovelers eambwbad with hi e to rvroduce a8 rere svecimen of manhood,.

fmos hed a strong body, an a¢®Tt a senzitive spiritusl zpereciation.

Le he pastured hig sheep and cultivated hle Tigs out there in T&e ﬂomz“ade, Amos
maditated deeply upon God, s2ad thousht much about the sad religious conditions of

his people. Dev after day he reflacted, vnondered, and medilsted: snd vhen 2 men

gets To thin ﬂlﬁr, ﬁgtnA out for him for soon he will be up and doine. Teke ro*

of the : esneeizlly sbhovt the men who thinks sbout Gnd, men, and

nan! d. Mmerson once Z=id, "Bewsre when God lets loose a thinker.”

In Ames led had let loose z grest T hesd was 28 elser as the desert air

in which he had lived =c long. He thought umtil, like Hemlet, he felt that the times

were out of Joint. He had en intims . ot only of Isrsel, bubt of the

nations beyond her horders. He kept his ﬁnmew eye on God and his finger on the moral
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and thepolitical pulse Gf the netions., Doubtless he had often visited the great
central wmertets of the land %o sell hi lawbs fo
He had closely ohserved the immor o
in the cities, znd had relurmed t
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God e231led
to have z gt

o8 Lo go to Bethel because EHe wanted the veonle of the Worthern Kingdem
rong word of warning.
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In resvponse to the fo fmos went to Bethel, a2 clity in
e sowthern nart of & the ¥ord of God, tc dencunce the

he people wo Dreve meet God. Ood directed him Yo

o oot
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s of Isrszel, an "3
gt sovot; vwhich wa of nctuery where Jerohosnm II
worshinped, whers a eg esk dowm the worshin of the
true God, To Bethel a rineg ed,at intervals to vaqk in the
radisnee of 2 r911”10ﬂ which had 33 tle ﬁc 39V’abaz their sins, e Bethel ie

whose neople were gulliy of three ca?dinai gins,
emperance, and immorality,. its onlminstion of
he sttendent luyury, vride ndulgence, eXcesg, corrml-
was the center of 2 class c? Weoa1 who were economically
Their religious zesl was the crestest ever, but their re-
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eir costly offeringe were offensive to God, because they were
ends uﬁd godless khesris,

In obedie e ta God, copmand, Amos to Bethel Tor the vurno
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be gled to hesr hin opresch shout righteousness? Certainly not. lhey were Interested
in relizion, but net in righitecusnesg--snd this Amos knew gulite well, They had no
desire Tor a sermon thed would cut them o the gquick,
Thig des eacher wag not 2 knew AN
understoo tizg of men. Few in = urpass the
keen peychol aporozsch that Amo the 8 1, This
wige pres the wilderness was the would
gerve 28 r any diplomas to egEn 1 accept
Padly 1 rousing snimosity Wing Amosg
dencunce ties of the surro shilon Demesous
he ouickly eir gympathetic =2id 208 TOUD 4
with whom Isresel hsd Juet clozed & war., 10 king e to
hear the provhet prediet thelr ruin, ily he % ide on the
Philistines, vho made slaves of some ﬂbb“e%ﬂ aﬁd 1o“ked ubemAln the mines, and
agsin they were delighted, It ig sc easy for peavle to believe what plesses them,
Then, 1n rapid quccessi sherp tonzue lashed out upon Tyre, Edom, Ammon, Moeb,

&

L Ag he promised judgment wupon these whom the fwasﬁefs
at Bet ﬂel ﬂateﬁ, e can red their sttention and their hesrts grew wernm bovard him,

What 8.U§§“h010”7qt Amos wa Pﬁ k??ﬁ hcw necpla lzkwﬁ toc hear others rebuked. Peopnle
heve 2 quesr conviction tha » hhour he bullds ws wn.

CanIt wou hear them ssy, ?ﬁ.. . Preacher i 5 ﬁouﬁd hesr a germon like that svery
Qabbatb I would never mis

Then, juslt as this P his ence Mesting owt of hig hand,” and
he saw that 211 the m, red that the wrath of sn oviraged
God was certaln o ﬁé God would throw down thelr altars,
destroy thelr palec r He wes not contefh until he
had dragged all the w&% peringly derounced them. Amos aot-
wally daved to tell th xhokd weir sineg, Ood was goling to rise
against the bhouse of Eercboan with the gwor TGod hed giver him the courage to tell
them the truth shout thelr sins and how He d them to Jive, He absolubtely
refused to charge Cod's megsspe in order to pleesse the king and the people, or to
save himeelf from perseculion. '
Tt was not o he expected that a plain messaprs such as ZAmos delivered would be re-
ceived gladly. Shoeked beyond endursnce by his smiting words, %wazi sh, ﬁhe'priest
in charge of the idol worshivp at Bethel, deliberaltely and os before
Jeroboem IT, charging him with consnirscy sgeinst the king and ’ﬁaLTUPﬁlm” tfau he
wHE ﬂ“cbhesgﬁnﬁ in %15 territory for nersonal geoin,. Gﬁhwﬁﬁ conld have hEEﬂ
iliustration of how peopls o
¥is messenger for someth
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it ecessary, in order to deliver the message Wﬁiﬁh God
to him, ~zfused to flee 8t the commend of fmazish, He =2lso

e charge thﬂt he weg 2 ppofessional prophet. He hed not been inTlmence ¢
21 smbition to hecome a wrochel, but God hed called him o teke wp that
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Smpressed 3 3 2t it i2 an suthentic
in one of its most et ersg, snd that

z grezt prophel and the mamner iIn which he
of hiz day. He rebukaed thise sins thet he

snd national cheraster., s messars wasg

slass,

Emos yebuked men's inhumenity to men. He dencupced those who had no thow
needs of others, He diserrroved the orgy of dissipation which had 2o
accumilation of weslth. He noirnted out that ﬁv_u, lﬁxﬁf?, and idlsness lesd i

gin, He harshly rebuksd their self-sufficient vrid Thinking that Lhe" had grown
strong threugh &3y own abglitﬁesg they were 1mﬁox:ﬁa+ed on theip own achiavements,
imos sleo censured +hé neople for thelr blindmess; in thet they had convineced them-
selyes that God wse interested in vituwal rether than in right living. They were
stunid enough to think that they could bribe God by shering with Him their ill-gotten
geing, Amoe teught that Cod smply warns before He sends judgment, but He dees not
speak endlessiy. The repentence for whith Amos pleaded; and which God demsnds, is

2 repentance that leads o right conduet Ie it is werﬁiﬁe, it will lead %o rzght
living.. He ssid, "let justice roll dawn as waters, and righteousness as a mighty
stream.” ‘




