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THE MAN WHO WAS WANTED
WHY BE A CERISTIAN?

Aets 11:25-26
"ind he went forth to Tarsus to seek for Saul." Acts 1i:25,

Humanity is continually on & man-hunt, Men are always needed and wanted. There is a
standing order, in each generation, for men of proved worth. Such leadership is always
esgential. The influence of good and intelligent people was never more needed. True
progress cannot be made apart from comtribution of sweh lives.

When Christian movement was young and serious problems were confronting it as well as
opening of doors of opportunity, able leadership was sorely needed. In Antioch of Syrisa,
Barnabss, faithful worker in cause of Christ, meditating wupon kind of men who could sssist
in that eritical hour, remembered the young man Saul., They had been zssociated in work

at Jerusalem., Barnabas knew his qualifications; believed fitted for difficult task

before them, So he went to lay on Saul's heart the needs and opportunities of the situation.
He listened, accepted the c¢hallenge and went back with Barnsbss. A new chapter was begun

in the life of this marveleous man--a chapter full of hercic sacrifices, thrilling adventures,
and unsurpassed achievements,

Why are some people in demand while others are not? What are the gunalities of character
that cause some persons to make a much-needed contribution to life of their genersation
and progress of race? Vhat elements are in life of men who was wanted?

I. Pregaration.

1. Physical,
Bodies are temples of souls. A strong body is needed., I do not mean to infer
that one camnot win in life's struggle unless he is a perfect physical specimen,
We are impressed by many who have blessed world who have had to struggle against
physical handicap. Paul suffered much from afflictions; for a while he was attended
by a physician. Paul's body was the instrument of his will. The world's bene-
factors faced life bearing marks of disease, physiceal defects, and weaknesses.

Herbert Spencer and Robert ILouis Stevenson were able to work less than an hour

per dsy because of physieal suffering. Pasteur was paralyzed but he made discoveries
that blessed mankind in the alleviation of suffering and the prevention of disease.
Beethoven, composer, was so deaf he was umable to hesr his greatest symphony. Milton
was blind at forty-three, and out of darknmess brought his matchless messages. The
noble-hearted Geerge Matheson lost his sight in his youth, but found unfailing
light, and wrote:

"0 light that follow'st all my way,
I yield my flick'ring torch to Thee;
My heart restores its borrowed ray,
That in Thy sunshine's glow its day
May brighter, fairer be."

Booker T. Washington, who rose from slavery to trusted leadership and gained the
respect of a nation said, "Success ig to be measured not so much by the position
that one has reached in life as by the obstacles which he has overcome while
trying to succeed.”

2, Mentai. '
The man who was wanted had prepared mentally for life’s challenge. Paul is acknowledge:

to be one of the most profound thinkers of all time., He was naturally gifted, but
he developed through the years of rigid training. He cultivated the telents which
God had given him, Bach of the two men who wrote the most books in the Bible was
highly {trained. "Moses was learmed in all the wisdom of the Egypliane, and was
mighty in words and in deeds,”
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3. Spiritusl,
The most far-reaching and revolutionary of all Paul's experiences was the one which
befell him as he journeyed to Damascus. God convinced him that it was a mistake
to set himself against God., He was not disobedient to the heavenly vision. From
that hour he was a different man., His whole outlook on life was changed. There
was harmony within where discord once ruled, and peace vhere confliets had raged.
Through his remsining years, all the experiences of hardships, physical privations,
sufferings, disappointments, mighty responsibilities, and persecutions, strengthened
and made nobler the soul of this man.

In preparation for life, the csll that merits first considerstion and fullest
response is the volce of God.

II., Perceptien.

The man who was wanted perceived clesrly the nature and ngeds of 1life. We often suffer
becaunse of our blindness to the issues of life. We sometimes persuade ourselves that
facts do not exist because we do not want them to exist. The wise person perceives
that there are laws which govern life, physically, mentally and spirituvally.

We need to see.clearly the issues involved in ouwr living, We ought not to be ignorant
of vhat we are, We are more than physical beings. In each individuel there are two
natures, the higher and the lower, and these are in ceaseless conflict. Only cowards
and weaklings surrender to the call of lower nature, Someone said, "The greatest
seints are alweys msde of the same material as the greatest sinmers." The difference
is in attitude of twe classes toward powers entrusted to them. Our instincts are to
be controlled and directed upward and not given free rein that they mey pull us down~
ward. All our innate powers were given to us for a noble purpose.

IIY, Prezentation.

The mah who was wanted presented himself as his answer to the world's needs. He could
- not answer all calls, but he could answer some. He could not do all that needed to

be done, but he could do his part. He never sought to evade or shirk when duty cailed

him. “We may have part, wherever we are and whatever we do, in 1lifting the world's

burdeh znd easing the worldfs pain. Beyond the making of a living we can serve our

generation by the will of God.

Some thirty years ago a young men--Albert Schweltzer--read en article in a religlous
journal entitled, "The Needs of the Congo Mission." The writer pointed out the laek
of men in that important mission field and how, as a resuli, the work was suffering.
He sppealed for workers in these words, "Men and women who cen reply simply to the
Master's call, 'lord, I am coming,' those are the people the mission needs.”

This message found a responsive chord in the hesrt of this brilliant young student
who by his thirtieth year was the ewthor of well-known books, a professor st Strasburg
University, and an organist of the Bach Society of Paris. Young Schweitzer did a most
unexpected thing., He turned from the organ and the professor's chair and entered
s medical school., When he completed his training, he offered himself as a medical

" missionary to the natives of the dark continent. He followed in the steps of Him
fwho went about doing good.® This is how one men made his apswer to the world's
needs.

The man who was wanted was prepared to answer the challenge of 1ife, he perceived the
nature and the needs of 1life, and he presented himself as his answer to the world's

needs,
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"and the disciples were called Christians first in Antioch." Acts 11328

Why be a Christian? In what specific ways does the Christian 1life beat all the rest?
Just how is it superior to any other type of 1life? I want to suggest al least five
points wherein the Christian life surpasses every other. These points will anewer

the guestion, Why be a Christian? Everyone should be a Christian because the Christian
life is:

1.

A hard life, :

But some critic will say, "Do you mean that it is hard to live a Christian life?"
T slways thought Christisnity wes easy, that any one could be a Christisn, almost
without any difficulty whatever., I thought one just signed his name, accepted a
ereed, attended church oceasionally, and uttered a prayer now and then, That was
my conception of the Christian life. Harder? Will you tell me, then, what your
religion is costing you? Teke the past week, the past month, the past year--in
what way has professing Christ made things harder for you?"

That is the challenge. We must admit there is some cause for it. For there is
a type of character which turns to Christ's religion for shelter and comfort-—
and for nothing else. It is possible to worship Jesus without obeying Jesug—-
like the one who will attend dozens of religious meetings and yet be irritable
at home. Tt is possible to sing,

"Jasus, the very thought of Thee
With sweetness f£ills my breast;

Bub sweeter far Thy face to see,
And in Thy presence rest."

without having ence asked ourselves if there are not things in owr lives and
characters that His holy presence would burn te shreds. Don't seniimentszlize
religion. Don't meke the mame of Jesus of Nazareth sweet or sickly, Dom'™t

taint His strong religion with unreality. One day when Jesus was going down the
street, a women cried after Him, "Blessed be she who bore Thee, and the breast
where Thy head lay!" But Jesus turned around at once, and rebuked the sentimental

speech, He said, "Nay, say rather, blessed are they wbo hear the word of God, and

do it."

A decadent religion may be easy; but the real Christian life is definitely harder
than any other, Some of our Christian brethren in Burope teday have been proving
that: for bitter beyond words have been the sacrifices they have had to face
through their brave refusal to acknowledge eny King or Head of the Church but Jesus
Christo ‘

But we do not meed to go so far for examples. Every person who is taking Jesus
sericusly knows that thie is a fact., It is sometimes very difficult to do the
genuinely Christian thing, Take Him seriously, and you are in for the hardest life
in the world. '

Then someone saye in astonishment, "That is a queer reason for recommending Christi~ "~
anity! A strange answer to the guestion, Why be a Christian? It ig & first-rate
reason for not being a Christian!" T wonder. Sometimes the very diffieunlty of a
tagk is ite most megnetic appeal. The faet that it is a hard life in itself mekes

it a challenging life.

& holy life.
The word "holy" is a word for which meny people today have but little liking. A4sk

the average young person if he or she would care to be known as a '"holy" persomn,
and probably the reaction will be one of two things. Either he will laugh at you,
or else he will be horrified at you. '"Holy? No, thank you. Anything you like-
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but thati"

But wait a moment. The werd in popular parlance may have lost caste; but it is
worth while going behind it to its originsl meaning, What was that? Wholesenme,

healthy. Holiness means inward health. It means healthy instincts, healthy emotions,
‘every part of life in a disciplined, balanced, wholesome condition, .It means an

integrated personality. Iz not that the greatest need of thousands today-—something
to pull life together and integrate it, to deal drastically with the inward con-
flicts that damage spiritual health so seriously; something to eliminzte the dis-
cords and dangerous complexes, and -to bring everything intc the harmony and unity
of stirong, elean, vigorous health, emotional and moral; something to make them
holy? : ‘ .

And vhy was Jesus ever cslled the Great Physieian, if not beceuse He alome can
produce this kind of vital health? He does that in two ways. He gives 1life a
new purpose, And He fills life with new power. A purpose: that is, a sense of
direction, the grip of a great idesl which gathers up all the soul'!s scattered,
turbulent energies, focusing them on one thing--the Kingdom of God. And a powers:
a vitalizing, supernatural strength flooding & man's being, and sending him out
like 2 conqueror to smash his most stubborn besetting sin. With that purpese
and that power, Christ integrates a personslity. In Christ, he is a whole man
now. Emotional hsalth, moral health, and spiritual health are all his. He is

A happy life.

The Christian 1ife is the bhappilest 1ife in the world. -However, there are some who
would question that statement, There are some Christians who, by the dreariness
and apparent joylessness of their religion, its lack of spirit and radisnce, are
betraying the Master they are pledged to serve and giving Christ a bad neme among
men, To you I would say, "Demn't judge Jesus, the King of joy, by these gloomy
caricatures of Christisnity. Try the real thing, make friends with Jesus. Idsten
to the musie of His voice, answer His challenge, rise and follow Him, and you will
find it the happiest 1ife on earth. The Christian 1ife is happier than any other.

A helpful life.

a, It pays in a business way. ‘
Occasionally someone will remark, "Well, I notice that men of the world prosper
more than Christisns." But leook at them and see how they turn out., It pays
te be a Christisn from every standpoint. It pays in dollars and cents; it
pays in peace of soul; it pays in joy of living.

b. It pays in an ethical way.
It is right, We owe it te God to be Christians in view of what He has done
for vs. We owe it teo our nation also. We owe it to our families, It is
right., o

¢, Xt pays in a soclal way.
I am & Christian because the sweetest, dearest fellewship of this world comes
to me through the church. Strong and noble are the ties that bind old soldiers
together, uplifting and cheerful are the bonds of fraternal societies, but
stronger and more noble are the ties which bind the children of God together,
Well did the veet say,

"Blest be the tie that binds,
Our hearts in Christian Jovej
The fellowship of kindred minds,
Is 1ike to that above.™

I cannot understand how it is possible for = person to selfishiy enjoy all of
God's mercies and then reject the best of all Ged's gifts, even the Christ.

5. A hopeful life.
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While every other life is bounded by this little world, Christianity has all the
windows open towards immortality. It sweeps the horror of darkness fréom the soul
and stands facing out towards eternity. There are some who would banish from
our hearts every gleam of glory from the world beyond. They know not what they
are doing, Take the etermal hope away, and you have no evangel left, "If in this
life only we have hope in Christ, we are of all men most miserable,”

I thank Him for a selvation which gives me a better and happier life here and
guarantees me & more perfect and glorious life hereafter,



