AN UHSUNG HERO
Aets ©:10-16, 22:12

A hero is a person who is regarded as a model of noble gualities, or one
whe takes an adumirable part in any remarkable zction or event. The word
Punsung® means not celebrated in song or verse. So an unsung here is one
who is regarded as a model of noble gualities but is not celebrated in song.

We have good authority for the statement that all great history is at botiom
the histery of great men. The giants do the gigantic tasks, but has anyone
ever measured what the giants owe to their smaller brethren? Can aunyone
say what Wesley owed to the humble Moravian, whose name was Peter Bohler?
or what Martin Luther owed to a guiset scholar named Melanchthon? or what
Spurgeon owed to the faithful layman who conducted the service during which
he was saved? And as for Paul, while we all know some things about his
wonderful works, and stand azmazed at his colossal labers, it is impossibkble
for us te tell what he owed to his unknown friends who never had any place
on the historic page, nor any hosanna from a crowd, In the course of his
career he recogprized and acknowledged his debt to Greek and barbarian, to
bond and free; teo high and lewly pecple. And mest assuredly he knew and
admitted his debt to Ananias, who did so much for him.

Who was this Amanias? Ask ‘history about him. The historians crowd upon
their pages the names of Tamous men who cast some glamor wmpon their time,
but they do not have a simgle word about this mant?s work, mer a hint of

his name. Well then, ask Scripture about him, But all that Scriptare
knows about him ceunld be put inte a paragraph., He was mentioned by Luke

in his historic receords, and by Paul im his speeches, but bhe does not have
any prominence on their pages. And, in fact, he was not cut out for the
center of the canvas nopr for the glare of the limelight., His chief service
te his generatien was that which he rendered te Paul, the newest convert to
the Christian faith, and the giant who was in need of a brether, He has
become famous for that woerk among those whe are close students of the
seriptures,

There was a great task which needed to be done. Somecne was needed te do
it. ©Our Lord, as usual, had His man for the jeb. That man was Ananias of
Damascus. Whether he was a native or & fugitive who had found sheliter in
Bamsscous, we do not know,

Ananias was a Christian, as well as a pious Jew. He was the Lord?s man in
the right place and at the right time. So the Lord used him mightily.
Ananias is an inspiring example of Christian godliness to all who are called
to live the Christian life amid the erdimary circumstances of workaday life,
So many long te live at their very best for Christ, but feel that their cir-
umstances keep them hidden away in an obscurity which prevents their being
used feor Him. '

The ordinary life is often the most difficmlt. One great need in these
days is for Christians te live the erdinary 1life in a really out-of-the
ordinary way. Our Lord derives a special pleasure from His servants who
are "Faithful over a few things.” Let us never undervalue the so~called
commonplace. It is the aggregate of commonplace things which constitutes
the greatest of all imfluences in the secial 1ife and unfolding history of
mankind.

To all Christians who feel that there is a disappointing sense of ordinari-
ness about their lives and surroundings, Ananias is a silver starlight o
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of encouragement. He shows us how the glory of the upper world may be
brought to flash npon the dismal details of our daily tasks. He is certainly
a sparkling gem of Christian discipleship.

I. His Characteristics,

Anamias was characterized by:

i.

Biscipleship. 7

#And there was a certzin disciple at Damascus, named Ananiag.® He
was not an apostle. He was not one of the seventy. He was not a
great preacher. Neor does he appear to have been a leader or ap
official or even an outstanding personality. Perhaps we would not
have heard aaything about him had it not been for the part which he
played in Paul's career. Bubt God kmew all about him, HNe depth of
obscurity can hide anyone from His gracious gaze. "The Lord knoweth
the way of the righteous.® Ananias was just an ordisary, humble
disciple, who seought to gleorify Christ Jesus by a consec¢rated 1life
amid the nnexciting usumaluness of cmstomary Damascus ways and doings.

Deveotion.

In Acts 22:12 we note that he is described as Yene Amanias, a devout
man according to the law.® That is saying a lot. See here his de-
votion to principle. He had wonderful principles. He was devoted to
that which was highest. Our devotion to that which is highest should
show itsgelf everywhere irn our lives. :

Biscretion.

2And one Ananias; a deveul man accerding te the law, having a good
report of all the Jews which dwelt there® {Acts 22:12}., The ordinary
Jew in Damascus would not have euloegized Ananias overmuch had he not
been winsomely discreet in his Christian piety and witmess. It is

no small thing te have our character praised by those whe strengly
differ from us., Such a reputation as Ananias had is not gained in

a few days.

Ananizs was well kanown in Damascus. VWhether or not he was a native

of the place we do net know, but he had been there a long while,

Those with whom he had lived and worked and transacted busiaess
thought very highly of him. Such people are grand sermons., Such

1ife sermens are far more convincing than mere lip advertisements.

In a very drab environment this disciple ef our Lord lived excellemtly.
In the eyes of the world he was a Hr. Nobody, but in the eyes of God
he was one eof the aristecracy of heaven.,

"4 good mname is rather to be chosen than great riches.® One of Lthe
best things we can have in this life is z good name. It is better
than riches, better than position, better than influence, and better
than friends. One who has a good name can always get pleanty of
friends, but a bad name reobs us of {riends, position and imfluence.

4 good name grows out of good character. It is esarned by right
livimg. It is the result of looking out for the welfare of others.
It ie a source of real satisfaction. And, a good name never dies.
Think of how many people live for years and almost as scon as they
die they are forgotiten., They are forgotten because they did nst de
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anything worth menticning while they lived, and now that they ars
gone there is nething by which to remember them. They lived te
themselves, by themselves, and for themselves. They never thought
about God. They never tried to help the right nor hinder the wrong.
Is it any wonder, then, that their names are forgotten?

But the names of those Christians whese lives are fragrant with
little deeds of kindness and little acts of leove can never be faor-
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ene e his grave and embalms his memory ever after.

II. His Commission.

It was not an easy thing which Christ commanded when He said, "Arise,
and go into the gtreet which is ecalled Straight, and enguire in the
house of Judas for one called Saul of Tarsus.® One would not have been
greatly surprised had Amaniag shrunk asway in fear from such an ordeal.
Sanl was the most notoriocus oppressor and persecutor of the Christians
in all Judea. Had he not come to Damascus on this trip on a mission

of persecuting Christians? How dare Amanias fling himself into the
eager elutches of this infuriated ringleader of the Saviourt?s adversa-
ries] Must the lamb walk right inte the very mouth of the lion? Would
it do any geed to preach Calvary te this bitter foe of Christ? But the
Lord said to him, "Go thy way, for he is a chosen vessel unto Me, to
bear Ny Name before the Gentiles and kings and the children of Israel;
for I will shew him how great things he must suffer for My Name's sake.®
Without further delay, *Ananias went his way." He sheyed willingly.

-IXI. His Comnsecration.
Among the evidences of the conseeration of Ananias are:

i, His Christian love. .
His Christian love is seen in his attitnde towards Saml. He goes
in to the arch-persecutor with the eloguently affectionate greeting,
"Brether Saull® Moreover, "he put his hands on him," a very graciocus
act, for, whereas Saul had come to lay the hand of violence on Ananias,
the unsung hero now lays the gentle hand of brotherliiness on Saul.
There is not a trace of resentment in the entire demeaner of Ananias.
Christian leve displays itself in gracious and full vietory.

2. His Christian loyalty.
His loyally is seen in his attitude toward his Lord. After saluting
Saul, his first werd was, "The Lord, even Jesus....hath sent me,¥
Aranias would not let his expression of brotherliness teward Saul
cause him to shrink from affirming the Lerdship of Jesus, even
thongh that was the very thing against which Saul had been Ffighting
so madly. So, after saying "Brother Saul,® he immediately proceeds,
"The Lord, even Jesus....hath sent me.," What a cheice blend of dig-
ereficn and devetiont

3. Hig Christian lowliness.
Ananias did not obirude himself into his message. The very opposite
was the case. His only reference to himself was the only one that
was needful, "The Lord, even Jesus...hath sent me.® He did not start
explaoining who he was or what he was. He was content to be the faith-
ful anonymous messenger of his Master. This is the kind of servant
God always uses.



- b -

There is a real sense in which Christians should never be under cir-
cumstances. The indwelling Saviour can give us a liberating inde-
pendence of exterior environment. Nor need we live "in the limelight®
to de true service for our heavenly Master. A rose need not be seen
before its fragrance can be apprsciated. Oh, the power and the value
of those lives which, although they are never mentioned in newspaper
columms, transmit the love and life and grace of Christ smong neighe-
bors and fellow-workmen and friemds in the ordimary walks of 1ife]

Publicity is not anm essential either fo faithfulness or te true sue~’
cess. Service in secoret has "house top® resulis, éven though the
connection may mot always be detected. We may feel out of sight,
but we are never ocubt of Ged's sight. He is watching to see whether,
like Apanias, we are Taithful in our present circumstances. He may
have much wider fields of service for us in the fature, but the de-
termining factor is fidelity in the present,

Like Amanias, live for Christ at your wvery best, just where yvou are,
and a day at a time. Seek no longer the elaborate and spectacular
forms of service for Christ., Seek purity of heart, humility of
spirit, preparedness for any and every call of our heavenly Master.
Seek to distil the fragrance of the Rose of Sharon in your present
enviremment., If you glerify God today, just where you are, there is
ne telling how He may use you temerrow. In the mest unlikely surpr-
roundings there are opportunities for serving Christ as plentiful as
daisies and buttercups in the meadows during the summer months.

You perhaps have heard of the farmer who for the first time saw the
beauly of a bluebell under the microscope. He gazed and gazed at it,
and then exclaimed, "Heaven forgive me; I¥ve trodden on thousandsi®
If only we have eyes to see, we soon find it is the same with opportu-
nities: they are everywhere. By how we live, by what we do, by words
we speak; by actions and reactions; by discreet witness for Christ,
and in variocus other ways, we may be making a contribution to the
eternal well-being of souls every hour that we live.

Let this unsung hero, Ananias, be beth an example and an inspiration
to us, Let the beautiful way in which Christ used this ordinary and
ebscure man give such solid comfort to us as shall cause each of us
to determine to bhe more loyal and faithful to ocur Lord Jesus Christ
in the days which may still be ours te serve Him on this earth.



