CASTING SHABCOWS

"Insomuch that they brought forth the sick into the streets, and laid them on beds and
couches, that at the least the shadow of Peter passing by m:.ght overshadow some of
them." Acts 5:15. '

What a silent thing a shadew is! It is en intengible something which is almeost in-
definable. Nolselessly it falls, not a word does it spesk, not a sound does it make.
In the East & shadow of & perseon has a far greater significance than it has here!. Even
to this day, in Indis, a Brahmin would throw bis food away if the shadow of an outcast
fell upon it,

In the Book of Acts we are told that when Peter was healing the sick by the power of
God, those who were unable to get near him for the crowd, so that he might heal them
by the touch of his hand, were laid by their friends along the street, so that when
Peter passed by hie shadow might fall on them and heal them. The pale, upturned faces
of these afflicted people did not appeal for help in vain, The pathetic spectacle
was swiftly changed into one of joy. Not ome in the motley crowd was overlooked.
*They were healed every one.® Their colorless cheeks and tear-dimmed eyes received
the glow and lustre of health. They believed on the Iord and identified themselves
with His people. o

By what means were these signs and wonders wrought? By the "hands of the Apostles,”
and "the shadow of Peter." It seems that those who eould not receive the hand-touch
becaunse of the erewd, had their faith responded to through the mediim of Peter's
gshadow. As Peler passed aleng the street the sun was shining wpon him, and, all un-
consciously to him, the shedow he cast fell first on this couch and them on that,
and at once mourning was turned to rejeicing, groans ceased, amrd the bed-ridden were
strong again. Fis shadow was eagerly sought by the sick ones or their friends, net
because it was a shadow, but because to them it was the symbol of healingy and good
cheer. Whoever heard of the shadow of a person acting the part of a physician? Those
people used Peter's shadow as a charm, and God made 1t to them what they wanted it
to be., But why did He do so? Because of the simplieity of their faith God per-
formed this miracle with unusual effeetiveness. The healing power wae supernstural.
So far as nature is concerned, there was as much or as little healing power in the
shadow of Peter as there was in the touch of his hand. The God whe could use the
touch of a hand to heal a sick men could just as easily use the touch or the reflec-
tion of a shadow.

As Peter passed up and down the streets of Jerusalem he cast a shadow on ore side or
the other, As you go up and down the streets of 1life, passing the sick, the wounded,
~ the sorrowful, the glad, and the jubilant, you always cast a shadow.  There is one
gelf that you cen carry about with you, and that other self, the shadow self which
has touched the lives of others. As we go through life, alweys an influence falls-
from us, as noiselessly, but as inevitably as the shadow. This verse has been se-
lected &8 a text, not so much to discuss the historie fact or significance of.' this
incident, but to illustrate various aspects of personal influence.

I. The Reality Of Our Shadows.

Just as the shadow of Peter fell upon those lying a2long his pathway, so are we
always influeneing, either for blessing or for blight, those with whom we ars
coming into necessary contact day by day. ZBach one of us exerts some kind of
inflnence, and we can no more help doing so than we can keep from casting a real
shadow on a vy dey. As certainly as the sun radiates its heat, every man

casts a shadow. Ho men has ever been zble to run away from his shadew, for his
shadow is part of himself. Wherever he goes, it goes with him., It moves when

he moves, it is still when he stops, it stsnds when he stands, and it erouches
when he sits, And yet there sre few things about ws of which we are less eonscious
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than our shadows. There are no two shadows that asre just slike. In real life
there ie no such thing as a person without a shadow. The shadow we camnot help
casting on every life we touch is our inflwence. Influence is something that
baffles definition. It is too elastic and too elusive to be mapred out in words.

Tt is & silent, subtle, sovereign something that goes out from every life like

heat from a fire, or fragrance from a flower, and gives shape and color to other
lives. HNo matter who or what you are from the social or the intellectusl stend-
point, you are an influence, You cast a shadew on other lives snd that cerntinually.

No matier whe you are or where you are, you act and are acted upon. We give color
to the lives of each other, and do much to mold and to shape the destinies of
each other., As leaven influences the meal in which it is placed, so we in some
way affect those with whom we are brought in contact. The faet of influence is

80 patent as to need no insistence, for it is ome of the outstanding rezlities of
our lives, It is as strange as it is true, as inescapable as it is undeniable,
end as real as the fact of our existencs.

To honestly consider ite possibilities for goed or evil can bring to us nothing
less than a clear vision of the great seriousness of life. Casting shedows is
pot only a capacity; it is the inevitable result of being. There is no neulrality
here. A man must influence his fellowmen whether he will or not, be it for
blessing, like the perfume of the tender vielet, or for cursing, like the poison~
ous microbes of some contapious disease, If light is withina him, it must dine;

if derkness is within him, it wust shed its gloom. If his soul is warm with love,
1t must radiate; if it is frozen with selfishness, those who come near will feel
‘its chill., As James Stalker ssid, "Yowr influence is the precise equivalent of
your human worth or worthlessness.” :

Wow this influence, which is as resl as our shadows, is either voluntary or in-
voluntary, conseious or unconscicus. Every life performs a double ministry-—
the purposed and intended, and the unpurposed and the wnplanned.

1. The voluntary or the conscious shadows. . ‘, .
Before Christ ascended, He declared that the apostles should heal &ll menmer
of disesses. In the chapter from which our text is teken we have a ful-
filiment of this prediction. The apostles forth their hands for the pwr-
pese of curing the pain-stricken. They voluntarily touched the sick and
healed them. Such we take to be voluntary end conscious influence,

. Vhenever we do anything with aim, whenever we exercise our wills, and bring
the faculties of our minds into play to accomplish specific ebjectives, we
exert voluntary and conscious influence. A man lives, we will say, fifty
years in a commumity, and dies. There will be the buildings he has erected,
the business he has organized, set going, and buili, the improvements he
has made in the community, the wealth he has accumulated, ard many other
tangible things. These were the things he lived to do, the things he thought
about and wrought out in his life. ‘ .

2. The involuntary or the unconsclous shadows.
Ve may influence cthers when we are making an earnest and deliberate effort
to do so. But ofttimes our mest effective and abiding influence will be un-
conscions. When Peter ran with John to the sepulcher on the day of the
Resurrection when they heard the tidings that the grave wes empty, John, being
the younger and the more active, did outrun Peter, and came first te the tomb.
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But he feared to enter, and was hesitating at the entrance to the temb, when
Peter cametoiling up and in his impulsive momner went at once into the tomb
and saw how empty it wes, YThen entered in also that other dismciple, and
believed." Peter was not thinking of influencing John when he hurried inte
the sepulcher; but his couragecus sct was contagious and stirred Jobn inte
action and broughthim inte a belief in the resurrection of his lord.

Peter was not passing down the street that day for the sake of cssting a
shadow. He had not even noticed thet the shadow was there. He was going
about his business, and the shadow came of itself, Just as we are rarely

' consclous of our shadows, so it is true that we sre rarely conscious of our
influence, Our unconscious influence is a result not of what we do, but of
what we are, and hence is umvarying, certsin in its effeets, and full of
power. Of the two it is by far the greater, for what a mean is always counts
more than what he does. ,

The shedow which Peter cast upon the diseased restored them. ﬁnintentn.ena.lly
. &nd unconsciously a eurative virtue went out from him, giving strength and

. joy to ell who came with feith within the reach of his shadew, It is this
influence which we all possess, an influence which flows from us and is

" poiseless in its working. Although our undesigned influwence is diffused with
the least neise, it is most potent, either as a rich blessing or as a wither-
ing curze, It is penetrating, searching, and transforming.

4 man's sbadow is a result of his pesition with regard to the sun. Its
length and its sort depend con where he stands in relationship to the shin-
ing rays. In a similar way the influence of a men's character is entirely
econditioned by his relastionship to the Son of Righteousness. What I.am
toward Jesus Christ determines also whet I am toward men, for relationship
with Him controls the quality of my entire life. As a man's shadew is 2 pro-
jection of the likeness of his physical form upon soms other body, so his
influence is the expression of bis resl self, and hence is eenditiened by
the actnal cuality of his immer lifse. -

Whether you intend it or not, your shadew goes out day by day and hour by
hour to heal or to huri, to bless or to blight all you touch in this world.
You csnnot be a neutrsl, Our Ierd stated that quite definitely when He °
said: "He that is not for Me iz against Me," You can either be a biot or a
blessing, but a blank you cannot be, You earmot throw 2 pebble into 2 pond
without cauwsing ripples which will ge on till they reach the shere. And you
esnnot move in any sphere of life without caﬁsing ripples of mfluence which
at long last breask on the shore of etermity. -

One day a little babe opened his eyes to this world, eyes he had never

opened before; parted his lips and eried for help. Nome were present but the
mother, the father , the doctor, and the nurse. The little babe lived, laughed
and pleyed one brief yesr; theh one day the doctor came back looking grave,

The mother's voice was hushed im tearful silence, and the little babe wanted

to be lifted in the mother's arms and sung to sleep, and it was. But the eyes
elosed and opemed no more. He rever spoke, he never wrought, he never achieved;
but he made tracks the traffie of the world will never pubt out. His Iittle
shadow will be itraced through the mother's and father's hearts down te the last
day they live. Never a2 humer breathed the breath of life who did not leave a
shadow.
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The Responsibility Fer Cur Shadows.

A bird flying through the air, a cleoud floating in the sky, & branch wav-
ing in the breezes cast a shadow end that shadow can never be recalled., Se
the shadow of humsn life has an unchangeable and irrevocable aspect about it
which is very arresting and solemn. When a stone has been cast inte & plaeid
lake or pool,; the circles of eddies keep on spreading and miltiplying long
after the stone which crested them has sunk to the bottom of the peel. 8o,
the eddies or ¢ireles of our influence, the thought, the word, the deed which
has gone out from us keeps meving on, and we can no more stop them or recall
them than the stone in the bottom of the lake can stop the cireles of eddies
which are spreading rapidly across the face of the wa’ser. This is true of
the good infl‘aence as well as the bad.

Every men is responsible for the kind of influence ke is continuously exert-
ing. The fact of its inevitableness involves us in the duty of detezmimng
its worthy guality. The Christiam is never Yoff duty.? His shadow is always
with him, falling either uwpon sirengers or upon these who know him best,

ard his influence is always being exerted for good er evil. Wherever we go,
our influence woes. - It moves before us, beside us, and behind us., A4s & man's
characterr develops his influence grows more pronourced. As he gains in
knowledge, in ripeness of judgmert, in spiritual insight, his influence be-
comes more weighty, pervesive, and atiractive. He becomes a power. ©On the

"~ other hand, if he becomes vacillating, superficial, controversial, er ex-

plosive, his influence dwindles or sways men in the wrong way.

Christian influence, of course, depends upen Christisn eharacter., A man may
have but little of this werld's goods, and may occupy a2 lowly sphere; but

if he has the Christ-like dispesition, his influence will be very beneficial.
On the other hend, s man mey pessess extensive knowledge, immense wealth,
and may move in the highest secular cireles, but unless he has the Christ-
like spirit his treasures and status mey fill him with pride, and his in-
fluence may be as deadly as a pestilence. o L

We should strenuwously endeavor te exert a good influence becsuse of our re-
sponsibility. The good that men do is not interred with their bonmes. Their
influence does not cease when they pass inte the umseen. Though dead, ¥
live in their works. Their works spesk sc eloguently that they inspire and
enrich us. Furthermore, we should strive to exert a good influence because
it will be a source of infinite Joy. It will cause joy to well up in the
heart now--a joy which springs from the sense of duly done, as well as from
making others betier, happier and fiobler. Then, we should endeavor to exert
2 good influence because it is the will of Christ for us to do so. He said,
"1et your light se shine before men, that they may see your good works, and
glorify your “Father which is in heaven,”

Howard Arnold Walter wisely said:

u] would be true, for there are those who trust me,
I would be pure, for there are those who care;

I would be strong, for there is much to suffer;

I would be brave, for there is much to dare;

T would be friend of all--the poor, the friendless,
I would be giving, and forget the gift;
I would be humble, for I know my weakness;
I would look wp, and leugh, and love, and 1if%.7
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The time will come for you and me when all that we leave behind us, so far
as this life is concerned, will be our influence, What will it be like?
Will it be like that of the young man whose dying prayer was, "Bury my in-
fluence with me"? That will be an absolute impossibility.



