A LATIDABIE LATMAN
Lets &:77-15.

The word, *audable", mesns "commendsble®, coming frem the verb, Maud?, mesning to
vreise highly,

Among the seven vho were chesen out of the grow to serve ag descons, in order that
the spostles might glve thenmselves to the siudy of the Word of God and te prayer,
Stephen had the first place.

Stephen 18 one of the wmost besntiful cherzcters and cherming personsliities mentioned
in the Bible. He wss not a superhuman cheracter, but he embodied in himself the h:gh
gualities of Christisn marhood. He wzg remsrkeble hecanse of ths grace and power of
God. Mg soul cherged and suvrcharged with the power of CGod. God geve him the ability
to work miracles, which nower he used to relieve suffering humanity and %o point men

to the Lovd Jesus Christ,

Prom verse 7 we lesrn that the Word of God inmcreased. In what sense §id the VWord of

God increase? TIi became the talk of the towm, and people undersitood thess 01d Testament
prophecies for the first time, and were thrilled by their new understanding of them,

The predicticnsz of the prophsis beceme living reslities thet were bheing fulfilled right
before the syes of the people,

What were the agencies that increased the pepulariiy of the YWord of God? Thers were
the thrilling experiences in the Person, 1life, miracles, teachings, death, and regorrection
of Jésusumeﬁver1&ﬂ69s to which ths ﬂlsslpLes wers tes%ijvanﬁ daily. Then, the band

of new deacons who had just bsen ordained o help irn this work were good men and very
effective in their testimony. Mn,aédmtmcrg +h@ opnosition of the Jewsg particularly
the priests, only scattered the movement ;nsteﬂé of smothering 1 Every time they
struck it, they mzde 1t bresk out in & new wey and place, wnbil it was beyond thelr
centrol.
tind the maber of disciples multiplied in Jerusslenm "weatl?g” Thls weg a natural con-
seguence of 2 healthly church. They not only lncreased in numb bul in boldness snd
¥

er,
effectivensss. Iet it be obserwved +ﬁa+ there wss an *nﬂrpaﬁe of disciples znd not merely
members of the church. DJome churches sdd new members withou 1n¢reasing the nomber

of resl disciples,

Their boldness became slsrming. - They could no longer be intimidated by threat of laws,
prizons, or deeth. They laughed ot the sneers of their superiors. They testified
everyvae”e they went. They were no longer confined ito secret nlacses, bul went

boldly into the open sireets. They became Invinecible witnesses

“ind 2 grest company of the prissts were cbedient to the faith.” The winning of the
nriegts was the frult of ths heoly boldness of the diseiples, and irp a fine exsmple for
ug, It must have been s glorious day when these srch-enemies of Christ began 1o

vield, confessing their sins, makiﬂg public t, ir Iove for Christ, and swesring
aillegiance to Him. Try to imagine whet the in raing of these priests aesent to the 1ittie
band of disciples. It greaily heartened bh@m* it reenforced them: it strengthensd

their courags.

Alse, try to imagine what it cost these vnriests to turn away and to becoms Christians,
It was no sasy matter. They had been schooled to hale Shr:stlun1ty, but now they find
themselves defending it and propagating it. To do so meand the loss of their friends
the lcss of thelr scclsl standing, and the loss of their Q&Ll?l?i nosition. In men
instances, it m ¢QEH@ the loss of their lives: 7ot they turned and becsme disciples of
the Chrisi Whom they had killed,
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He are impressed with the fulnsss of Stephen's 1ife. In whet d1d his fulness consist



He wos full of wisdom Lete 6:3. ) )
e o ) P : Tt with werplexitise and problems with which

Thovgh young in years he wes w.ge. INose with perplerities P o bich

thev 3id rot know how to cope freely talked with Stepher sbout them, ‘dev sulte

i the & on Fith the sdministration of the iwfch

Wim about the &ifficult things in connecltion wita ih _edmir

effairs. His suggestions rawealeé the kean ingight of genlus.

me full of faith., Acts 65, _ )
N %zbiﬁze$;§ hi% gaiﬁk there wes & Tine intimacy betwesn CGod and him. Theyqé§11gh§eé
in esch other., He zlso hed faith in mem. Tow do we know Thst he belleved }n and
trusted pecple? Decv‘e relieved in him. They khed absclute confidence in h¢$l; .
Faith bﬂ#mts faith., If you putb a qneq+1or after the nemes of others, you may rsst

agsured that they w11§ ﬁB* the same kind of a merk after yoor name.

M 5 (.8 ’ .
3, He waes full of power. Acis 6:8, . . .
) Where Stephen went things hsppened., BHe had a tremendous influence. It ls said

g 2 e oy Iy rsnd b he 3-;'9
that ®they were not able to resist the svirit and the wisdom by which he spaxe.
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Lo THe was Pull of covrags., Acbts Vbl L e eea
) He was Filled with holy boldness, =o that he spoke the Viord of Cod fearlessly.

5, He weg full of the Word of God. Aets Fi2-54.

6. Be was full of the Holy Spirit Aoty Ti58,

Fis numerouns graces and exc 1lent sualities were the resulti of ths
indwelt by the Holy Spirit.

% He wes full of frust. Aets 7:59.

2. He wse full of compassicnste love. Acts T:60.

In deseribing Stephen; Inke tioned first thet he was "ull of feith.” Some of us

heve but & drop of faith and conclude that we ars £ull of it, but here was 2 men whose

whole 1ife was Iiterally saturated with it. Fsith wes the driving ferce of his 1ife.
a
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Paith hed filled hin with coursge and zeal and a dsathless conviction, FHe preferred
P :

esth bo cowardics.

Stephen wes "ull of the Holy Spir
Every drop of his blood, every s

wholly dedicated to God. He wag chorged with the power of G@é And the world wi
always hear from such & men, If you put him in nrisen; he can pray the walls down., If
ke isg érﬁg ed into court, he can make the judge on the ﬂereh tremble snd nlead for more

time. If youw ki1l him, he will do more in hiz death than he 4id in his llaetmm

Feith made Stephen see the hand of God in history. He ssw the hand of God guide the
effzirs of men. The history of the Jews had not been s series of haphzpard events, It
had been divinely guided,

Faith is not jvet something to ftalk sboui. It is wore than a theory, and more then s
dogme. It is s ldiving stresn that flows through ene's whole 1ife snd finds meny cublete.
It cap mot be hid., IT expresses iteelf in attituvdes, in words, in lives, and in services.

ith led hinm to »nferm.hlmsei? about the kingdom of God., INo prescher could
have delivered 2 sermon packed with more information, £111ed with ssner sppeals, and
marked with grester love for nis fellows than 4id this descon of th t first church,
Stephen knew his Bible., How he had mestered it in his eserly 1ifel Perhsps one of the
grestest trained irn the greast truths of the Vord of Ged.

Staephen s fai

Shephen's faith overcame his diffieculties. It opened the hesveng in ths time of his

greategt need. It revealed CGod in fuller light. It £illed hie soul with joy in times
of sorrew. It mede him prey for the men who killed him. It sustained hinm in the hour
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gtein any Christisn when he comes to dis. It can

of death. Faith will sust & penatrate

the blzelest clouds that hsng over us. One can see further through faith Than he can

through & telsscope. Faith links us e Cod, who is invisible to the vhysical eye.

T+ £311s ope's soul’ and 1ife with compsssion for others. Wae cen svalnste the faith

of Stephen te his own 1life—in his work, in nie suffering, in his hope of better times,

in his compzssion for simming men, in bhie darkest hours?

Stephen's preaching crested & gres® sensetion in Jeruselem. It had stirred the whole
Fal

ha

eity. The Jews had combined their efforts %o snswer and to defest him; bui they

were powerless before him. "And they were not able to resist the wisdem and the

by which he spake.” He had 2 divine enlightenment--something beyond enything this

world hes to offer. Iven in the realm of the intellect, Stephen was more then & match
211 his opponents. Thelr chaiter wes like the talk of an infend in comparison

for sl
with his keen insight snd Spirit-teught wisdom.

Stephen wss net only & wise men, bub he was also ghrong. "He wes Tull of the Holy
Seirit." Whai power this indicales! Tt lezves nothing to be desired, and no humen
power is compersble with thet of the divine power--"The power of the Holy Spirit,m

i

Stenhen's sermons are not recorded for us. The one in chapter 7 ceme affer this encounter.
Eut the ones before that evidently coniained some very heavy blows against the sins and
hyposrisy of the Jews, and had alsc contained some very strong srguments in defense

of Chrigt, They had been packed with wisdom. They were not the mere orstoricsl flights
of = shallow sentimentelist. There was gresber wisdom in them than The Jews had been
soenstomsd to, and more than even thelr fathers could apmswer snd refute. Many found
their hearts brokesn, and comsclences probed, and thelir sheme exposed, bul they were

not able to defend themselves. His sermone had stirred up the fos.

hire Tolse witnesses

Stephen's critics were Fillsd with prejudice, Prejudice is blind to reasong it 331
not reccgnize truths nor fects. Prejudice would emite those it cen not snswer. Anger
ig its weapon. FPhysiesl force znd viclence ere its main defenses, TFrejudice is

ts cewee by Telsehoods, and is willing o hi

U .
willing to support 1

fo defend 1t,

Stephen's ovitics were filled with hypoerisy. They were cheracterized wy littlensss.
Ti4%le men sre the omes who "sell oub." Iittle men resort Io stivring up vublie
sertiment among the lover element., Iitile men stoop to low snd vicions means of defense.
Iittle men get maed vhen they are mnable o aBSWSY erguments., Iittle men make falss
charges against thelr onponents.

Stavhen was fully consclous of the greve dsnger he faoced., The same spirit of hote and
murder thet sent Christ to the cross wes menifested im the men whe had lsid their

hende upon him. Was he resdy to pay the price of the fzith he had nreached and clsimed?
What did *thet glowing fzce of Sterhen's reflect from within? It reflscted sincerity.

Te wes vneonscious that his face shenme. It reflecied his faith in God. Tt reflected
We sttitude towsyd the men who were putting him %o death., FHow do we kmow what he
thought abeut them? WMo men's face can shine 1ike an sngel's if his hegrt is filled
with bitterness end hzie. This angelic foce wag & revelation of what wes in his hesr:.
fentleness snd ugliness will write themselves into the linee of ome's face. It reflected
the hope and vision thai £illed his soul.

Voot did his glowing fece project owbwardly? Tt wae a proof of ths reslity of fhe
gospel he hed oresched. Thet look on Stechen's face so reflected the cause of Hod

that the nigh prissts were sfrald 1o 20 fFrarther with their murderous blow until they
hed siven him a chance to Aefend himself. And what a defense it was! Mot one WOTa
about himself, bub all for his Lord; not a defense Tor himself, bub e defense for
Christ, even though he Jmew it would cost him his 1ife,



