FAITHFUL TIMOTEY
Aets 16:1-3

It appears that Timothy was born in Iystra, which was a towm in Iycsonis on one of the
great Roman thoroughfares belween the esst and the west. His father was a Greek, but of
what religious persuvasion we are nel teld. His 1ife was honorable and his reputation was
good., His mother was a pious and devout Jewess., Timothy was the som of one of those
mixed marriages which were condemmed by gtricter Jewish oﬁlnaon, but still they were not
uncommor: in the later perieds of Jewish histery. The effspring of such a union was pub
to a serious disadvantage, for they had mmerous prejudices o encounter and overcome
before they counld secure recoguition,

Within Timothy was the blood of two cpposite heredities, They were counteracted by each
other. Israel and Greece were esgentially opvosite currenis. Their difference ley deeper
than,any'religious dectrines; it wga cgﬁstiﬁnted by tlgir Viéw of 1ife, The Jew a&med

The Jew enceuraged ihe sense of eb?”Mﬁbnen, the GI@P fostered the thought ef spoatanelty.
The Jew looked upon the universe with awe; the Greek viewed it ag a pleasure-ground. The
Jew uncovered his head in the pressrce of divine mysteries; the Greek mede them subjects
of daring speculation.

Timothy, however, had a great heritag@ in his parents. J&ny person who has noble parents
has a great heritage. It means much %o be welleborn., To inherit a good name means more
than great weslth. Every man and every woman should remember that their unborn children
have a right to a good nmeme. Uhile it Is possibls Tur a young person to rise above the
sordid name of an uaworthy parenil: yet, it is diffienlt To do so. The ones who do it are
comparatively few; many are cursed from the cradie. They go through 1ife with the ghost
of a bad neme trailing them. The publie will not forpet the perentts wmworthiness, IF
parents would be resnected by their children, let ther Iive resmectable lives. If they
would be bonored, let them be homorable.

It is guite probable that Timothy's father died during his sen's imfancy or very early
childhood, Seo, it was to his mother Bunice, and kis prandmother, Iols, thatl Timothy cwed
the moliding of his character. In his Zecond Epistle t¢ Timethy, Pawl spesks with warm
appreciation of their faith, as well as of their faithfulness in instructing Timothy in

- the sacred writings of the 014 Testament.

A powerful factor im Timothy's education wes the Bible, or 0ld Testament. From a c¢hild
it had been his great lesson-books; its milk had nourished his spiritwal infancy, and ite
meat had sustained his spiritual manhood. There is not & book vhich will do for character
what the Bible deoes. That is why Charles Dickens said to his son, "I have put a Hew
Testament among your books, because it teaches you the best lessons by which any human
creature can possibly be gulded.®

Pauld. congratulated Timothy on his eguipment for life saying, "From a child thou hast known
the Holy Seriptures.® The kmowledge of the Blble ig a vital element in education, even
though it is not always recognized. These women deserved commendation for seeing to it

thet Timothy was reared in the faith of their Jewish fathers. Faith, reverence for holiness,
belief in prayer and a desire for obedient living pervaded the atmosphere of the home in

which he was reared.

Their home was one in which God was honored and magnified, the Seriptures were given

the first place in reading mstter, and the interests of the imner 1life were exalted above
those of the oubter life. It was a home in which it was thoucht to be of more conseguence
te train a c¢hild in the knowledge and habit of godliness than te teach him how to get rich,
or how to shine in social ecircles, or how to have pleasure, or how to mount to a position

of power.
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In the course of Paul's first missionary journey Timothy was led to Christ through the
instromentalilty of the Apostle. 4t thet time Timolthy was approximately fifteen years of
age, During the interval of seven years between Paul's first and second missionary journeys,
the boy grew to manhood., Meanwhile, Timothy had proved hincelf to be & faithful and useful
Christian. The Seriptures tell us thalt he was already a disciple "well reported of by

the brethren." Before reaching Iystra on bis second missionary journey, Paul had passed
through the crisis of his separaticn frem Barnabas. Netwrally he was leocking for snother
comrade. It is not swrprising therefore that he was inpressed with Timothy. The young
nan had made sueh progress in lmowledps and was so established im the faith of Christ

that Paul was ready and anxious te have him go as an efficlent helper in the ageressive
missionary work. Timothy was ready %o go with Paul.

Timothy left hie home, his mother and his grandmother and went with Paul and Silss te

preach the gospel. FNaturally, the parting from her son was a sore trial %o the widowed
Eunice, He had been so much to her, and she had done so much for him. Begides, she

knew that many hardships and perils lay before him. However, she recognized and acknowiedged
an even higher call than that of natursl snd earthly affection.

Timothy became the companion of Paul and a2 eo-worker with him in the sacred business of
preclaiming the gospel and establiishing and building up churches. He was an evangelisgt;
he was a messenger:; he was a peace-maker: he had ruch to do with the collection and dis-
tribution of alms; in outbreaks of heresy and licentlousness it was his priviiege and
responsibility to minisier wise counsels: he was the intimate and trusted associate and
also the discreet and faithful helper of the Apostie in his efferts to advance the cause
of Christ. '

Timothy had a lovable disvosition. Sufficienily lscking in physical vigor to excite
sympathy in his behslf, nsturalily timid and averse to assmming responsibilities, of a
sensitive temperament, so comsclientious that he was disposed te press khis convictions inte
2 perilous assceticism, of the kind of meske.up which leads one to shrink from meeting
opposition and bearing hardships, but which in the faith imspired and the strength furnished
by the Master goes straight en as the voice ecalls or the vision beckons, it could hardly
have been otherwise than that he should be exceedingly attractive to a man of the dauntless
energy and push of the Apostie Paul. TFobody could well help leving and trusting such a
man.,

When to this there was added the warm testimomy of the brethren, who were sc competent
to judge, to the high standard of his character and abttaimments, there was no room feor
hesitaney in calling him inte the zerviee.

Timothy is one of the characters in the Bible about whom there is no word of depreciation.

He iived on a high plene. He was sluays found with noble people. He was always busy doing
good things. There was no place nor time in his Jife for Satan to get comtrol of his program.
Timothy never lived a compromising 1ife. He never left anybody inm doubit about what he
believed, what he was ready %o do, or where and when he was ready to go. He was wholly
cormitted to his task., His upward climb was an unceasing joy to Paul who won him to Christ,
discovered him as a notential companion and co-worker, and challenged him to let the Iord
have His way with him by spending his 1ife, energy and efforts in the glorious gospel
ministry.

Paul prided himself to a degree on his insight into Timothy's character at the first,

He saw the promise thet was in this gifted young man. He coveted his talents, service
and influsnce Tor the lord. He challenged Timothy tc keep ablaze the gif't of God that
was in him. Timothy never disappointed Paul. He proved himself itrue blue and gave his
Iord and Paul the very best that was in him. He remained faithful when others flickered
and failed. Paul knew that he could count on Timothy to the limit, that he conld trust
him anmywhere and all the time, Because of his faithfulness and loyalty, Paul kmew that
Timothy would stand true when others had deserted,
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After speaking of his unfeigned faith, his unwearied service and his striet fidelity, Paul
declared thet of all the chosen band of his fellow-laborers there was none like Timothy,
none so fEll of sympathy or so-muchk after his own heasrt. DBecause he was always trustworthy
and dependable, his name is often associated with Pawl's in the various enistles which

he had addressed to the churches, and frequently he was sent by Paul on special missions

to minister to the brethren and to setfile mumerous problems which had arisen in the churches.
He even left him in charge of the great church in Ephesus, That was a tremendous respongiw
bility, but he doubtless measured uwp to it,

In the relation of Paul to Timothy we have one of those beaubiful friendships belween an
older and a younger men which is commonly very helpful to both, It is in such caeses, rather
than where the friends are equal in esge, that each ecan be the real complement of the other.
Fach from his sbundance can supply the other 's want, whereas men of egual age would have
common wants and common supplies. It is difficult to estimate which of the twe friends,
Paul or Timeothy, gained most from the affection and devotion of the other, Thal intense
craving for sympathy, which breathes so sgtrongly throughout the writings of Taul, found
its chief human satisfaction in Timothy., It gave hiwm strengith in his wesknesses, hope

in his many diseppointments, and solid help in his daily burden of "anxiety for all the
churches ., The friendship between these two men, so umegual in years and so different

in powers, is ome of the most susgestive things in early Christian histery.

Finally, Paul was cast inte the Mamertine Prison in Rome. This was his last imprisorment.
Friends no lenger visited him, becsuse it was not safe to do so. Onesiphorus oft refreshed
Pavl by his courage 111l he was apparently slain for his daring. Timothy was still in
Tphesus, but Paul longed for him %o visit him befoie winter, and to bring with him his
cloak for protection from the celd, and his bocks which he had missed so much. He wanled
to gee Timethy bhefors the Iord called him home.

It ig probable thet Timothy came guickly to Peul and paid the penalty for his ecoursge by
getting thrown into prisom himself. We may suppose that Paul had the comfort of Timothy's
pregence with him when the end came. Probably Imke, Timothy and Mark were thoge who had
the wonderful privilege of accompanying Pauvl to the place of execution cutside of Rome

on the Appian Way. We do not Ikmew about the further work of Timethy, bubt we can be sure
that he was true and faithful to the end. To say the least, he was a wonderful example
to all Christians of all ages. ‘



