THEE HAFFY DONORS

¥In 211 things I gave you an example, thai so lsbering ye ought to help the wesk, and to
remember the words of the Lord Jesus, that he himself said, It is more blessed to give

then %o receive.® Acis 20:35.

ri~throbs of God are felt in the pulse beat of these nine short words—-"It is
more blessed to give than to receive.® How or when Paul got from the Lord Jesus this sirik-
ing declerstion, so strange to our humanity, we know net. Anyway, 21l of us nesed to be
reminded of this, because we, too, are prone toc forget it.

he very hes

This statement is revolutionary. It cubs squarely across the grain of our commonly accepited
views. Thet we can hesar it withoubt = gasp of ammzemsnt is either. becouse familisrity hes
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dulled its cutiing edge. or becsuse we do not believe it. Moffstdls transiation, “It is
happier to glve than to gei," is 2 rendering that gives the iruth & razor-sharpy edge.

These are not the words of Peul, but of Jesus Christ. He is drawing a contrast between two
opposite vhilosophies of life-~that of ziving and of getding. Or, to put it in terms of
versonslity, He is drawing a contrast betwsen iwo Opposite types of charzetsr—-~the giver

and the getter, The Ssviour wse constenily dividing people into two groups, snd here He
divides them into givers and gevigrs. What He means is thet our predeminani passion ils
either giving or gebding., Thet was irue of those who belonged to the inmer circls of Jesusis
friends. Take Judss, for exemmle. He wes ss thorgughly humen as you snd I. Near the end
of his journey, be asked a gquestion thet gives us an insight inio his ruling vassion. To

the Pharisees he said, ¥¥hat will ye gzive me, snd T will deliver Him unto you? At heart

he was = getter rather than a giver.

As one looks into this text ceriain things are very obvious. Among then are the following:

>

I. An Immense Fascinstion.

Paul tells us that these were the words of the Iord Jesus: "It is more blessed o
give then to receive.? Yei, we do not find them in the Gospels. Of course, we know
that many of the sayings and meny of the deings of our Lord were not written down in
those inspired narratives. It therefore is s messsge from the Master which we have
befors us today. And the messsge fits the Man, even as the Man fitd the messags. Here
was the Prince of zll givers assuring us, out of the depths of His own experience in
life, that it is & finer thing %0 give thean to get. It is the same princivle as that
which underlies His recorded words, "The Son of Man came not t0 be ministered unto, but
to minister,®

Judas Iscariot betrayed that sternally glorious principle when he asked the Fharisees,
Ushat will ye give me, and I will deliver Him unte you?" He wes more interssted in
getting then in giving. So there followed a double betreyal: +the principle and the
Person. :

Peter, on the other hand, caught the principle that Jegus Christ had 1414 down and he
held it fast. On his way to the temple to prey he wes implored by & lame bsggar.
Peter replied, “"Silver and gold have I none; bul suck ag I have I give.® [These last
two words, ¥I give," constiiute the key to Simon's charactsr. Giving wes the ruling
passion of hig 1ife. To hely us 10 moke givipg the ruﬁlng passion of -our lives, our
Master said, "It is more blessed to give then to get.! Peter was so like-minded with
his Lord thet he was more concernsd sbout giving then aboubt gedting.

IT. 4An Implied Declaration.
1. It is blessed to receive.

Christ acknowledges snd announces thet i% is blessed o receive. His words 4o not
rronounce a blessing only on giving, a5 though a curse resisd on ¥eceiving., All
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thaet He claims is that & much higher vlace is to be asccorded the btlessedness of
giving then thei which goes with the blessedness of zotting. The satisfaction
of receiving has its place, even though it be inferior.

Yo mey search in vain for anyone who does not know the joy of getting. We have
been recsivers sil our lives, and wse know something of the jJoy of it. .We began
to receive in our young end tender yesrs. Iet your memory iravel back to the
Christmas scenes of vour childhood. It was the pressnts you recelved, rather
than those you gave, which provided you with the biggest thrill., And, alas, some
neople never grow upl Or, to spesk more asccurately, they are never changedee
chenged as only the power of Divine Iove cean chenge them. They remain on the
ievel of their netive selfishness--gorgsers instead of givers. '

But, of course, there is a getting that is altogether lawful 2nd nscessary. How
meny of lifels riches, whether meterial or spiritual, are ours as a heritsge: we .
did not creste them, we only receive them} The first warm milk thai ever nour-
ished us, the first kindly roof that spread itsell above us, the first protecting
gorment that ever was wrazpped about us, the first kiss of affection that was ever
jmprinted upon us, the first lisping preyer that ever was taughit us--whai wers

we but the fortunate receiveis of these gifts and bounties? And so it has gone
through the years. And now that we work with our mature minds snd hands, zre we
sny Tess indebted to Cod Tor the things we receive for soul and body? Ch, the
blessedness of receiving ! One Jjust can'i get away from i%.

fnink too of all thoss finer, intangible valusas which have been handed on o usi
friendship, love, encoursgement, sympathy, the boon of liberty and, sbove sll,

the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ. Of these we have besn the recelvers, snd for
them we should 1ift our spirits in grateful cslebrsation. There is an scknowledged
blessednese in receiving. ¥e sre a1l debitors beceuse we esre all receivers.

ITI. Az Imporiznt Compsrison.

It is the 1ittls word "more® that now claims our notice: "It is more blessed to give
than 4o receive.! Do we balieve it or not? Someons may say, "Yes, I belisve it ve-
couse Christ szid i%.". Goodl The suthoriiy of Christ is a2 perfectly sound thing to
which we may meke spvesl. There is nothing wrong with the theory of sccepting it Just
because Christ said it. Put there is somebhing wrong, pathetically wrong, with saying
we believe it =nd then failing %o act out our faith, '

Tio we believe that Christ hed thoroughly sound ressons for saying whei He does in our
ext? If so, what are some of those ressons? '
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Giving fulfills the mesening of receiving. .
If my receiving does not result in my giving, then it is only a blind alley—1it
leads nowhere. :

Someone hezs called attention to the conitrast beitween two shoemekers whose nsmes
are widely known in history. One was & charscier in fictlon, the other in real
life. There was Silss Merner, the widowsr and miser whom George Fliot hes por-
trayed with such vivid psthos. Having lost his wife, his hungry soul furas %o

the love of gold. At night, in his loneliness, he takes out his shining gold
pieces and fingers them fondly, while a strange light glows in his gloating eyes.
4 shoemsker and his money, a amiser and his forsuns, shut up within the imprisoning
walles of his pathetic ssifishness i

¥illism Carey was thei other shoemsker. ILet us observe him!i He lives st Horthamp-
ton, England. His eagerness to meke money out of his humble trode is much like
thei of miserly Silss Marner. BRut there the likeness ends. Inmstead of thinking
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of himself as he toils away at the bench, he studies the maps of ths world with

rest concern. Those meps tell him thet there are nations without the knowledge
of Cnrist as Lord. So the monev he mskes is the money he proposss to give to get
the good news of Christ to those pegen peoples. Firally it bresks upon him that
God wouwld have him give himself. Sc Willism Carey sets out for India, 1litile
reslizing thet he is %0 go down in history as the father of modern Christizn
missions. '

Behold the conbtrsst: miser and missionary, plyving the same trade, toiling st the
gsame tesk, earning the same kind of money--one to hozrd it and the other to shars
i1 Selfishness mekes the wornings of the miser sordid; unselfishness wakes the

sarnings of the missionary sacred. ' '

Giving tuts fineness into our capacity for receliving.
Jesue said, "With what messurs ye meie, it shall be messured 0 you sgain.' Hat-

thew 7:2.

Ferheps you have hesrd the fable of the Magic Vest. According to this fable the
possessor of the vest could put it on, meke = wish, and heve the wish come true.
Fut the vest worksd in such 2 way thei if the wish were & selfish one, the msgic
germent would shrink. One men got hold of it end begen wishing for this apd that
snd the other--sliways for himself. Fach time the desire was granted, Tut esch
tipe the vest bound him more tightly. He kept on wishing for things for himself
until the vest finally cholked the bresth out of him. This, of course, is only a
legend, but it is nevertheless true to life. Esceive without giving, and soon
you will lose your capacity 0 recelve in any fine and worthy fashion.

Yhy ie the Desd Ses dead? It has an inlet budl no outlet. " IT gets, but never gives
Thet ie desdly t¢ & ses, and even more desdly to 2 soul. The men whe refuses %o

give really refuses to live. ¥We cen no more ignore this truth then we can ignore
the law of gravitetion.  If you will lecok inte your own heart or &t the lives of

others, you will reelizs that every person who is living & gelf-centered 1ife ig
not in the truest sense replly living. This is trus whether he lives in a hovel

or in & pslacs.

Giving proves our belief in what Christ said.

He seid, "It is more blessed io give than to receive.® This philosophy of our
Tord crsshes hesd on into men's vhiloscphy. It is the very antithesis of our
helief as o0 whet is blessed. It chellenges ocur selfishness, which is the bottom
leyer of humen philosopby. Sin begen on sarth with the foliy of Adeam and Eve

in the garden of beauty and blessedness. They thought that 1t would be lLeiter

to get something that looked good, though they were not entitled to i%, then o
give unto God the trusit in Eis wisdom and the obedience of His will which were
their duty and vhich should have been thelir delight. And their sction brought
Tlight instead of blessedness.

whet & tragedy that our text is perhaps the most disbelisved verse in the Biblel
The nerve going to the rocketbook is the most sensitive nerve in the humen per—
sonality, and people shrink frow touching it. 3Bui this nexve is sensitive because
1% is inflemed by the congesiion of covetousness. The pain, when the packetbonk
nerve is touched, is due either %o finaneial congestion or a éiseassd thoughi.
Relief will come just as soon as the congestion is worked out.

-l

Qecasionally some person, who goes to church very infreguently. will ssy, "1
hate to see the collection plates stuck under our noses st every service.m If 1%
smellied gocd,%o them, they would like to have it pessed under thelr noses. Bul
it depends on vhat one's nature is whether a thing is fragrant or not. To the
mother skunk the beby skunk smells like 2 gerdenis. Yss, it mekes 2 vast differ-
enf? whot cnels nature is. And that nsturs is revesled in onels attitudes and
actions.
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Siving jJusitifies our risght %o go on living.

Sometimes we uge the word Fparasite.¥ It is never z compliment when applied %o
anybody. It is the odious nsme we give to & cresture who sucks his subsistence

out of mnctherts life, without handing back snyihing in return., It is only by
giving thet we can win the resl right o respect ourselves. Someone has defined

s gentieman as a man who pubts more into life than he tekes oubt of it. He is a
contribuior, and not 2 pervetusl sponger. Every person has inescepable obligstions
resting upon him. Of a person or a thing, we inquire, what is it for? If no
raagon for 4% can be g£iven in terms of service, then we reserve the right to

Junk i%,

1f we do not experience the blessedness of giving, we shsll, soonsr or leier, teste
the curse of withholding.



