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POWER FO RVICE

"But ye shall receive power upon the coming of the Holy Spirit wpon you, snd ye shall
be my witnesses both in Jerusslem, and in all Judes end Semerie and wmto the uwibtermost
part of the earth.” Acts 1:8

The close of Christ's earthly ministry had come. Yor three years He had been en=-
deevering by precept and exemple to impress upon His diseiples the grest troths He had

some into the world to impart. BHe lad His dlselizies tc the mounteins side snd they res o

elized the supreme moment had some, hey said, "Loxd, dost thov et this time resbore
the kingdom to Isresl?®™ He neither rebukes their questwn npor gives them a nepative
angwer but simply sets it aside ss irvevelant. lhey wambted sarthly dominion wheroas
He wanted them to have a spirituval dynsmic. Hany times during His life the Lord had
telked gbout faith, hope end love. K had often mentiored brotherhood, serviee and sao-
rifice. But here at the end of _‘iz.s life snd just before His ascensicn His thoughts
cireles round the idee of power. Vo He mentioned none of these other things but thinks
end speaks about power whish He considered was worth striving after.
There are two Greek words exousis snd dumarig in the New Testement, both of which

sre vendéred by our word ¥power'. The one refers o power in the sense of yule or
suthority, the obher mesms ability or strengthe There is nothing which so swakens
man's ambitions as strength or power. It is sweester to him ther bresd to the humery,
or home to the wendever, or sunrise bo the benighted., CFf 211 the Pivine attributes £
vower is the one that men most intensely snd incessantly covet. Our grest need et
this present moment is powere. ¥e want and need power to stay the tide of simy %o
make men considey the end of the dowrnward path; te awsken those aslesp in their sine;
to meske Jesus live esrelin in our lives; and to meke Him so real and so charming Ghat
men shall be drevwn awesy from'bheir sins snd find freedom, forgiveness snd purity in
Hime In cur text we have e

I. PHE PRECEISE OF POWER

This promise is sure and steadfast. "Ye shall recsive power.” This promise
of Jesus was mede to His diseiples just before His asseension. INotise thet
He promised them power snd not pep, spirituslity end not dpizzerinktum. He
made this promise $¢ 2 band whoe had no seocial stending, no politiesl vrestipge
and no financisl force. 'They had no great house of worship, no ornate rite-
als, no conpliex orgenization, nor amy of the other things we somedimes eon-
gider sssential to suecess ip Christisn work. Can't you picture Jesus stand-
ing there with more than ususl brightaess im His eyes, a wonderful halo about
His head, and that last look of itendermess and losve as He exclaims, "Yo shall
receive pewer” This promise was gloricusly fulfilled in a few days after His
asscension, that is, &t Pentecost. On the day of Pentecost the diseiples were
such maTvels of fervor and earnestness that some of the peeple thought they
were drunk, However, they were mnot but the power. of the Holy Spirit was work-
ing within them, They had simply received power, genmuine power from God.
Thiz power wae not temporal power like they had coweied but it was & spirit-
ual and supernsturel power. This power of the adirit came upok them zs & Fo-
gult of their petient waiting upon. God snd thelr praying to Him for it with
21l their hesrts, souls, and sirength, We note thet when the disciples re-
goived the fulfillment of this promise of power thet there were soms changes
in their lives. 4% least thers were three, namely:
1e An amazing refinement of spiritusl apprehensien

They heczme mysteriously and marvellously awere of the presence of God .

Before this promise was mede and fulfilled Jesus described them as blund

in their spiritual perceptions., After they received the power they could

not met away from the sense of God's pressnce and thereafter they were

coneious that on the o3d rosd they had a new Friend.



II.

2. K magnificient foree of charscler
Iuring the days previoug to the meking of this promise the disciples were
pliavle, Fraeil, asd uncertain; but when this promise was fulfillied they
becsme steady, posiftive, and effective. The force of charascter which
they then posssssed had two slements thet always belong %o the really
pewerful character--the clarity of an undivided aim, andé the fire of =
quenchle s enthusiasm,

3. The energy of a glorious optimism
¥hen the power came they became optimistss An optimist is simply ons
who can believe in the best in the arrogant and aggressive presence of
tﬁe Wﬁrst .

Heed.I say that thiz promise of power iz as mueh ocurs as 1% was the apsotles?
It nes been fulfillsed, but not exhsusted, There is an essential diffarence
between the %woe., it is like this, a postage stémp onoe used cannot be used
again, but that is not trve of a dollar bill. The dellar bill may be stained
and sciled, old and torn, yea, sven torn in halves and pasted togsther., That
does not matber; whoever has it can present it at the bank md get its sculive-
lznt, So it is with this snd other Bivine proemises. They may pass fros lip
to lip, from sge To age, and be fulfilled z thousand times; stlll and true
Christian may pﬁeaeﬁﬁ then and plead them before God in the assurance of
BUSCEDE .

TEE PERSON OF POSER

The person of power is umnmistakeble, the Holy Spirit. *Upon the coming of

the Holy Spirit unto you.® The gift of the Hely Spirit is the gresiest gire
that Christ haes given His chureh sinee His sscenclon. ‘Fhe Fether is the

soures but Christ is the dispenser of this Person of power, 41l power whether
gpiritual, electrical, clemical, or what not procedds from the smes will and
souree. This power spoken of in our text consiste in the indwelling of the
Holy Spirit. It is supernctural in its charecter, matural in its operations,
emploving man's ordéinary faculties, snd adecwante iIn its messures, meeting all
the mecessities of those who serve. 48 we g0 baok zlong the pathway of Chureh
nistory we freguently come upon wen who Served as great spiritual power-centers
for the times in whish they lived., if we look for the explanation of their
pra-guninent spiritusl power, we shall find 1% in the fact That they believed
the Sourte on which they bhad to draw for powsr was ss ecomstant as the stars,
and they kep themselves in counstant communication with thet Source. The men
who have wrought wondrous thimgs for the Lord and for the salvation of souls
have been those who heve received power becsuse the Holy Spirit wes uwpon them.
The sscprat of their meceess wes the power of the Holy Spiri%. : This ssne Per-
son of power is offeresd and promised us to fit we Tor living and to equip our - -
lives for service.  I1f we will receive- the Holy Spirit intc our lives, the
power derived therefrom will melt down all cur isicles of iwdifference, change

“our paturds into impe tuous torrents of loving enthusiasm, and make us-irresis~

tibla as $he messengers of the Sen of God., The terms or conditions upon whieh
this Person of power can be rsceived by us seem toome to be as fellems*-mn
1. Gbedient woiting
“ind esting with them, He clharged: themnot fto depart frox.ﬁerﬁsalem but
to wait for the promise of the PFather.? Acts 1:4
The discivlse 4id not fores .the hand of od, but waited. Ghediaﬁti? upon
Him.
"fe wait, O Loxd, Thy power %o know,
Before we forth to service go,
Or glse we serve in vain.
We trust nol human thoight or might,
Our souls are helpless for the Tighi,
Until thaet power we gain.
2, Baypest praving
"hese sll with one aeccord continmsed steadfastly in praver.® Aots 1:14
We shall get power if we follow this example snd earnestly pray.



Z., Bumble self-smptying .
¥Have this mind in you, which ®as alss in Christ Jesus who..smpiied Hime
self. taking the form of a bondservant, becoming in the likemess of men,”
Phillipplans 2:5-%

4. Hhole-hearted willingness
{1) To lay down our pride and give up our sins
t2) To receive the Lord as our gzusst
{3) To allow the ford to rule and dominate our lives
{4) To offer our lives in sincerity to God for serviee,

When we meet these conditions then the Holy Spirit will come intouour lives to:

1. Cleanse us from ein

2. Empower us Tor spiriiusl tasks

3. Guide us in service

III. THE PURFOSE OF PUNEH

Tre purpese is clear snd definite. "Ye shsllbe My witnessss.™ I think 1% is
very significsnd thet Lmmedl ately followine the assurance that to the disciples
upen whom the Holy Spirit weas bestowed there should come mighty power, Shpist
seid; “"ind ve shslil be my witnesses.® ]t suggests thet the testimony itself
is given added pover and nede effective hy the presence of the Holy Spirdt in
the hearts of those who bear witness. The Holy Spirit is promised and sent 4o
enable those who rogeive Him $o witness for christ. The gradation of homour
to whish eur Lovd salle His children is somevwhat as follows: '
1. "My dsieiples®-~that they shall lesrs in His schoel
2. "My friends® ---that they shall bs sble %o zhare His ssoreis
3., My witnesses%i-That they shall be sble %o spesk in His behalf
The word resdered Ywitness’ in our New Testament is the Greek word o
which we nhave 1liffed unaltered inteo the English and called s'meriyr!. The word
originally meant one who testifles; and it was matural that in times of per-
seeution it should come %0 mean cne wiho suffered for his testimcny. What we
need todsy is living witnesses Tor Christ--mencand women full of falih and the
Holy Spipit, whe in sesson and out of season shall bear their gled testimony
¢o what Uhrist has done for $helr souls. The Holy Spirit is the power we nssad
today for the giving of clear witness %e the truth, ¥No amount of edmeation,
training, eulturs, oy human mttaimment will ever ensble amé guslify any of
God¥s peonle for effective witness-bearing or serviee: for Christ. The Holy
Spirit alone casn de that. Jesus said, "Ye shall be my witnesses," That
means vou are witnesses chosen by e to take My placeg, fo represent Me when
I am no thers to represent Myssll. We can witcess for Him ini-«
1. Our Words )
This is the way the spostles witnessed at Penbtecost and slsewhers. This
is the way Stephon witnessed, and he did it =0 effectively that the only
way they could stop his influence was to ¥ill him. it was by this method
thot Philiy wiinessed when he went down into Samarias, znd by his words
there was storted such 8 grest revivel that Peter snd John hed to go and
hely him.

In owr day mamy are geiting ewey from tinis form of testimony, In
spiritual maiters meny sre fongue-%tied; while  in other things thelr ltopgues
gesm only ¢ be tied in the middle, but wageginz at both ends,

Paople will always tallc upen the things in which they are. interested, .

2. Qur Works .
The resson why wmany do not neve rore interest in religion iz because tey
do not have much cspital invested in it fpon which to dréw interest. The
worid will never be patisfied with more professioms snd theories, they
want results, +f we Dermit the Holy Spirit o enter, fiil and control
cur lives then $ime and efernity will both have great surprises for us
because of the works we can do, A Christion mar and woman heard sn
orphen boy singing on theiyr door step. they adopted him. The old peo-
ple had no idez of the great thing $hey were doing. Uow repaid they
must have felt lster, ss he developed ints Hartis lathur.



S. Our ways
People sre tired of a lot of loud profession, they wanl o csee samples
of the real Christianm, Spirit-filled life, Jesus said men wers toutbe
His witnesses where they were and were known, then in the neighboring
territory and then everywhere, even unto the ends of the earth. He
made it clear that to witness truly we must be "Doers of the ¥Woxd snpd
not bearers only.® We must live lustrous lives, be valiant for fthe
truth, wrestle bravely with individual and national sins, strengthen
feeble knees and encourage fainting hearts. Une tiwe a Christian man
gaid to a friend of his. "Under whose preeching were you converted?®
He answered, "It wasn't anjbody's preasching, it was my aunt®s bracti-
sing.® Hothing can withsiand the witness of a gedly life. Skeptics
may answer your arguments, or ridieule your profession, but invincible
as Gibraltar, ané frresistible as the fiat of the Almighty is the testi-
wony of the genuinely Christlike charaseter. We owe to all men the come
munteation of whatever tmth we are living by. S¢ as we seek to wit-
nesd for Him with all the power that we havs and casm acqguire let us
remember there are none of us so amall or of such small influence bul
that if we are feithful to God and bear our testimony for Christ with
a tender and loving heart, we may be of great blessing % those who
ecome in contaet with us.



