TEE CONVERSION OF SAUL
Acts 9:1-19
One of the most catstandlng and profoundly significant events in Bible history was the

conversion of Saul of Tarsus. OF his sarly life ve know but very 1ittle. However, whal
we heve learned about him is very interesting and fnspiring.

Savl was born in Tarsus, the capital of Cilicia. ;ue was a self-governing, cultured,
wniversity city. Evidenily, Saul's perents were prominent and important peovle, thus
enzbling him to enjoy numerous advantages. Probably his father had rendered some notable
service for the govermment, for which he had been given full Romen citizemship, which would
have made Saul a freeborn Roman citizen. His anceniry, ‘which he was able to trace for generam
tions, was the very best. His parenbs were orthodox Jews, so their son was well versed

in the Scriptures. He grew up in sn atmosvhere of culture, tock full advantage of the sdu-
cational faecilities of the ciiy, becawe a diligent etudent of Judaism, mastered the traditions
of the elders and the philesephies of the Greeks, =nd thus became one of the best educated
men of his time., Moreover, at the nrover time, he went to Jerusalem and was trained wunder
the greal and learned Gamaliel, one ¢f the most renowned Jewish teschers of that day. Ouite
1ikely he was regarded =g one of the most distinguished scholars produced by the Gamaliel
school.

Ag an intensely vartissn and ambitious Pharises, Ssul was serupulously careful to observe
all the requirements of the law. ™o wes a strong snd bitter opponent of everything that
seemed te belittle the Mosaic econmony. The first wention of Saul's name in the Seriptures
is in commection with the martyrder of rodly Stenher Fven though he did not throw a stone
at Stevhen, but left the actual killimy to others, he hirhly favored hils being murdered.
By standing guard over the cloaks of %hose Who tﬁﬂml Stephen to death, which inpcident he
ever remembered with burning shame, "anl was conseniting unto his death.®™ So far as
othera could observe, Saul was not touched by the resignation of Stephen to his fate, by
the shining of his face, by his earnest declaration that he saw the Son of Man gtanding
on the right hand of God, or by his dying prayer for the Porglveness of his murderers.
Hevertheless, il was a scens which he never forgot.

L

Saul was such & zezlot for his Phariseical conceniticns and convictions that he put forth
every possible effort to stamp out Christianity 2nd to exterminate all of the followers

of Christ. He sincerely believed thet the gospel of Christ was an assault upon the faith
of his fathers and that the Iord Jesus was an impestor. That conviction accounted for the
faet that he spoke and worked against =11 Christisne. He was delermined to desiroy all

of them if vposgsible., In tremendovs sctivity Seul made known his bither ermity toward
Christ and His followers, The fact thet he could meke it his business to Terret out, arrest
and persecute a number of poor, innccent and defenssless Christians who had not commitied
any crime against him, against the stele, or against anyone else, and see them put to

death in cold blood shows the bitter, satanic habred of education without God and religion
without Christ. In Saul we see a splendid illustrstion of the hardness and impenitence

of the human hesrt, yvea, the emmity of the carnal mind against God in spite of much religious
zeal. Even though most of the Chrisiiesns had been driven out of Jerusalem, Saul's zeal
against them remeined unabated. FKoowing full well ithet unless Christianity was stopped

or exterminated it would superssde Judaism, Saul resolved thst he would see to it that it
was ammihilated completely.

looking for new fields to conguerg uahl went to the hi&h briest and secureﬁ merm1551on and
authority to go there and arrest them and bring
Panting with rage, he began his menorable march 6T, ermed m‘dh 8uthor1tv to arrest

and imprison sll whe clzimed to be Christisne. nlind seal for Pharisaison cauged Sszul
to think that such a purge was a real service to Cod, but in subsequent yezrs he devlored
it. In his fury, which sparad neither age nor sex, he "persecuted this way even unto the
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death, binding end delivering into prisons both men and women,." Iater, he confessed his
gin with inexpregsible shame and huwmiliztion. For it he was never sble to forgive himself,
even thouzh he did receive a 1iittie consclation from the faet that he "did it ignorantly
in vnbelief." When Saul started on his journey to Damascus, Iittle did he think that
before long he would be one of the despised and hated followers of Christ,

Imagine Saul going toward Damsscus, turning over in his mind the thought of what he would
accomplish when he arrived there. As he was nearing the city something very unusual took
place. While his heart was £illed with the spirit of bitter hatred toward Christ and s
followers, a brilliant, heavenly lisht, which was far brighter than the noonday sun, shone
round about him and blinded him to the world sbout him, Physically overcome, Saul fell

to the ground. To the blind and prostrate persecutor there came in clear ringing tones
the voice which was umuistakable fto him, bul apparently inauvdibvle to his compsnions. The
voice spoke personally to Seul saying, "Saul, Ssul, why versecutest thou me?" Recognizing
the divine presence, the astonished and trembling versecutor agked this simple question,
"Who art thou, Iord?" Instanily there came the staritling answer, "I am Jesus whom thou
persaculost,”

Saul had gome fer emowgh, so the Iord interfered and halted him in his mad career. Saul

-had thought that he was serving God by inflicting puniskment ummercifully upon the Christians,
but he finally discovered that he wes persecuting the Son of God instead, Christ informed
him that in treating the Christians as he 4id he was literslly persecuting Him., ¥e who

lays unkind hands upon, or brings untrue accusations against, God's children had better
bewvare, for sc closely is our Lord identified with His veople that when they suffer, it

is He who besrs the hurt., When the redeemed of Christ suffer, He reckons it His own; when
they are persecuted, He also endures persecubion. ' :

Saul was kicking spaingt the gosds. The figure used here is that of the eastern ox driver
following an ox with a sharp iron fixed to the end of a pole. If the animsl rebels and
kicks against the sharp iron, it bul injures itself. This is the picture of Saul as he
was madly fighting against Christ Jesus. It must have been with Saul as it was with John
Rewton who wrotes :

"n evil long I toock delight
Unawed by shame or fear,

Till & new object struck my sighi
And stopped my wild career,

"I saw One henging on & tree,

In agonies and blood:

He fixed His lsnguid eves on me,
4s near the cross I stood.

£i11 my latest breath
Shall T forget that lookd
It seemed to charge me with His death,
Though not a word He spoke.

" never i
(s

"4 second look He gave, which =aid,
'T freely all forgives
This Dlood is for thy ransom paid:
I died that thou may'st live.!

)

Thug while His death my sin displays
In 21l its blackest hie,

Such is the mystery of grace,

Tt sesls my pardon too.?

x)
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While prostrate on the ground, Sanl inguired, "Iord, what wilt thou have me to do?" This
question revealed the fact that all of his oppesition to Christ had collapsed, The very
temper of this ingulry was that of submission to the will of Christ. Fe surrendered on
the spot, and thatl unconditicmally, or without any reservabtions. He had a sincere desire
to obtein divine direction concerning what he should do. He was ready and eager to szccept
the will of the Ilord for his life,

Jegus did not leave Szul's guestion, as o what he should do, unanswered. Faving
disr £ the persecuting zeal and the sinful skepticisnm of this proud young Fharisee,
Chris 4 him Yo erise and go into Damascus,; where information would be given him as o
what he should do. When Saul srose from the ground, and his eyes were opened, he could
not see. So, his altendants took him by the hand and led him into the city. Blinded by
the 1ight, led by the hand and aided by his companions, Saul entered Damascus in a very
different olight from what he had expected.

After the trembling snd astonished Saul entered Damascus, he spent three full days in the
housge of Judas on the street cslled Straight. Waiting for 1ight, he gpent the time in con-
trition and confession, Sightless and oblivious to his surroundings, he was completely
shut In with his own soul and God, not caring to eat, but entering fully into communion
with God. By God's grace the 0ld 1ife of sgin and persecuiion was pulled up by the roots
and displaced by the new 1ife in Christ Jesus. What a transfermation had been wrought

in his life! After those days of fasting, meditation and vprayer Saul wasg a very different
man, ‘ : '

Our lord chose an humble layman through whom {o do His work with Ssul. Ananiss, whose

name means "Jehovah has shown grace,” was commanded to go to Saul for the purpcse of leading
him into fuller Iight. Ananias wag an obedient disciple to whom the Iord could commit His
important business. Al1l that we know of him is what is recorded inm our scripture lesson,
but it is a bezutiful and enviable record. Ansniss wes living iz gsuch close fellowship
with God that the Iord was able te mske known o him His will., When the Iord called him

by nsme, his response was lmmediate and complete, "Behold, I am here, Iord." When he was
compznded to go to the house of Judas and inguire for Saul, it is not diffiecult to under-
stand why thizs devoted Christian servant was somewhat hesitant, reluctant snd cautiocus aboub
approaching the persecutor. He was fearful that Saul might #till be a worker ofiniguity.
When Christ agsured him that Szul was no longer his enemy, he went and did as he had been
directed,

Beautiful indeed was thal scene when Ananias betook himgelf to the house of Judas, In his
obedience there shines a beauteous triple fidelity; that of Christian love; Christisn loyalily
and Christian humility. Hig Christian love iz seen in his attitude towards Saul. He went
in to the arch-persecutor with the eloguently affectionate greeting, "Brother 3aull" Thus,
he claimed him as a fellow-Christian. ™He pub his hands on him," which was a very gracious
gct because Ssul had come to lay the hend of wviolence on Ananiss, but Ananias laid the
gentle hand of brotherliness on Seul. There was not a trace of resentment in the entire
demeznor of Apanias. While his Christian Jove was revesled ir his attitude towards

Saul, his Jovalty is seen in his attitude towsrds his Iord. He would not let his expression
of brotheriiness toward Saul cause him to shrink from affirming the lordsghip of Christ Jesus,
even though that was the very thing sgainst which Saul had been fighting so madly.

Note also this good man's humility. He did not obtrude himself into his message. The very
ovposite was the case. His only reference to himself was the very one thal was needful,
"The Jord, even Jesus ., . . . hath sent me." He was content Yo be the faithfyl messenger
of his Master. This was the man the Iord used; resdy, willing and faithful, yet just am
ordinary, humble, obscure working men. He ministered Ho Saul in a great wey--he Yook hin
a word of brotherhood, of himan cheer, of assurance of the good will of the Mester and of
the high ealling of his life. He opened his eyes. He gave him encouragement and hope.

He hantized kim. He brothered him. Who can evaluate the ministry of Ananias except the
lord? He is a splendid example of someone in an humble position being greatly used by the
leord.
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What a remarkable transformation was wrought in the 1ife of Saul! ¥He was not discbedient

to the heavenly vision which he received. He dethroned self and enthroned Christ as

the Iord of his life. Saul the Pharisee became Paul the Christiasn Apostle. Saul the Hebrew
became Paul the Christisn. Saul the persecutor beecame Paul the soul-winner., Saul the arrogan
became Paul the bomble and chedient saint, Christ zlone carn do that for a person. That
which happened to him revolutionized his whole life, changing its outlook and its course.
He was ready and anxious to go anywhere and to do anything his Lord wented him to do. Nothing
is any more appropriate for our conzideration than the guestion of what the lord would

have ug to do in our dally lives. "Somevhere beneath the stars is a work which you alone

were meant to do. Hever rest until you have found it.%



