THE DAY OF PERTECOST

Acss 2:1-13

Pentecost should not be lightly velued by God's people., It is one of the epochal events
in the progress of the humsn femily.

1.

Pentecost was promised.

Band it shall come t0 pass afterward, that I will pour out my spirit uwpon 211 flesh;
and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, your old men shall dream dresms,
your young men shell see visions: And also upon the servants and upon the handmaids
in those days will I pour out my spirit.® Joel Z:i28-29.

tand, behold, I send forth the promise of my Father upon you: btut tarry ye in the
city of Jerusalem, until ye be clothed with power from on high." Iuke 24:49.

#But ye shall receive power upon the ceming of the Holy Spirit upom you, and ye shall
be my witnesses beth in Jerusalem, and in all Judez ernd Ssmeria and unto the uiter-
most part of the earth.® Acts 1:8.

S0 this great doy was according to the will and the promise of the Father. These
frightened disciples after the death and resurrection of Jesus obeyed the orders of
Christ to tarry, claiming Hie promise of power; and so there wae & holy assurance in
their hesrte of the coming of the Holy Spirit to be their comfort, guide and power.
It was & gaaranteeé vietory.

Problems they faced at that time.

The number and enormity of the problems this little group of one hundred and twenty
frightened men and women faced is overwhelming and supremely discoureging. Look at
gome of these problems.

(1) Opposition.
it came from every guarter—-political, governmental, military, industrisl, social,

ecclesiastical—-and every other expression of humen opposition. It was all en~
throned and entrenched and backed by customs and treditions and racial and
religious hatred. Their enemies were set against the Christ,

{2) Inexperience,
These were all unirained, untried men and women. They hed come from the lowly

vrlaces. In the main they were fishermen with very limited horizons.

(3) Trsditionzl embarrassments.
In this new movement there were no traditions on their side. Everywhere they

turned they met an ancient custom, a fixed, entrenched habit, and to violate a
tradition was downright irreligion. Iong years bad put them in religious ruts,
2nd to break over was treason.

(4) Aloneness.
There were no others in the weorld like them. They had no fellows and fellow-
ships in neighboring towns or in neighboring nations. They were the only church

members in the world.

{5) Poverty.
In money, knowledge and equipment. They had no church building, no religiocus

eguipment, no publications, no schools, nothing but a bold affrontery amd faith
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in God. They hed no rich clientels to fall back on or to enceurage them. Their
treasury was empty and their treasurer was a guicide.

Barriers.
They had & pressing commission to go inte 21l the world. What an embarrassment

in the light of that divine order! Transporietion facilities were the poorest

—-no highways, no railroads, no telegraphs, no telephones, no radios, no auto-

mobiles, no sirplanes, no printing press, no government to carry the mail-—-only
donkeys and poer roads--~barriers on every side.

Embarressment.
In the immediate past there had been Judas! betrsyael and suicids, Peteris denial

and bad conduct, and the shameful crucifixion of their leader and founmder—-
Jesus Christ——sa triple tragedy, & itrium-virate of shenme, .

Disposition of Jesus.
¥het to do with EHim and Eis teachings and His program. His teachings were
germinal, universsl in their scope, uncompromising in their orders, compulscry

in their demends, and whet must they do?

Untried leadership. .
They were uneducated, inexperienced men, without prestige. They had no effective

contaets and the simplicity of their lives made their progrem seeam presumpiucus.
An untried, inexperienced 1eaaership was cherged with the biggest task ever given

to men.

Praying Before Pentecost.

There are wmany 1nterestzng things sbout this ten day prayer meeting which precoeded
Pentecost.

(1)

(2)

It was obedient praying which they did.
They were obeying the orders of their Lord in their praying. They interproted
His command to Ptarry" by a persistent, unbroken prayer meeting until power came.

It was characterized by some holy unities.

© B Unity of place.

The disciples were ¢lose together.
B.  Unity of fellowship.
They did not have sny unbrotherly distractions.

Ca Unity of love.
They were bound with indissoluble bonds %to the one ceniral figure of thear

affection. Christ Jesus reigned supremely in their hearts.

d. TUnity of purpose.
They "were of one aecord." Their souls symphonized in seeking the will of
their Lord. '

g. Unity of membership. :
The one hundred and tweniy were present. Xach was there to bear his respon-

sibility, to perform his task, and to pray his prayer.

f. Unity of passion.
They had 2 loyal devotion %o Christ, their Saviour, and to lost sounls for
whose salvation they were praying.

E. Tnity of tasi.
They were not distracted by varied purposes and diverting demands. In their

praying, they sought one common aim, each enduement for himself, and sach
endnement for the other. They longed and prayed for the sams power.
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(3} It was a persistent prayer meeting.
None of them permitted any other business to interfere with their praying. They
tarried in unwearied supplication until they closed in with God on Hia promised
power, .

{4) It was an immorial prayer meeiing.
- Nineteen centuries have since gone into the tomb of time, and still it is the
nost far-famed prayer meeting ever held. It has besn talked sbout more than any
other prayer meeting ia histery.

{5) It was 2 successful praysr meeting. '
Their love for Christ znd their devotion to Him never wavered. They prayed with
an unsiaggering falth. They supplicated until the power came, unrtil power came
in floods upon each one of them. The results that issued from that mesting sre

unigue in history.
The Coming Of The Holy Spirit. Acts 2;l-b.

On the fiftieth day after Christis resurrection the one hundred and twenty disciples
were in one place, and with a wonderful spirit of unsnimity. According %o promise
the Holy Spirit descended upen these sssembled believers. There were various evidences
of His presence. There was an sudible sign~-"And suddenly there came 2 sound from
hesven as of a rushing mighty wind, and it filled 21l the house where they were
sitting.” There was a visible sign--there zppesred unto the disciples divided tongues
which resembied fire, and one sal upon the head of esch person present. Thig was

the visible evidence that each of them had received the Holy Spirit. Ko difference
was made between them. The Holy Spirit also filled them. This simply mesns that He
possessed them snd comtrolled them. He so took possession of them that they throbbed
with His sympathies, spoke His thoughts, end conformed to His will. %o be "filled
with the Hely Spirith is for Him to have all there is of us by entire and perfect

yieldednsss.

Another supernatural manifestation on that day was the spesking in foreigm languages.
Immediately after the Spirit filled them, toock complete possession of their feeulties,
and gave them the right thousghis snd emotions, thsey "bezan to spesk with other tongues,!
and those present understood what they said. The long-promised outpouring of the

Holy 3pirit had tsken place. This mirsculous gzift indicated the faet that our Loxd
wanted His gospel to be preached in every langusge in the world. Bsing filled with

and smpowered by the Holy Spirit constituted the glorious privilege and vhe personal
duty of every believer.

The Bffect Of His Presence. Acts 2:5-173,

In & miraculous way the Holy Spirit gave the disciples the ability to speak in langusges
other than the ones which they had learned and used previously. Anointed and ener-
gized by the Spirlt, they besan to preclaim "the wonderful works of GodP in the vari-
ous langusgzes of those who had come from the different nations. And the assembled
maliitudes understood them as the disciples spoke the langusges they had never known.
Thus, these hearers from meny nations were enabled to cerry Godis message back to their

native lands.

There 18 no similarity whatever between the eariy disciples speaking intelligently in
languages they had not known, 58 the Holy Spirit mirsculously empowered them, and the
modern effort on the part of some to speak in Funknown btongues.® With the latter the
Holy Spirit has nothing %o do with it because there is no need for it todey and no
benefit from it. Any jabberings which are unintelligible to those producing them and
those hearing them are senssiess, ussless, and sinful,



-l o

There was a8 ithreefold effect of this miraculous gift of tongues, nemely, asmaszement,
porplexiiy, and criticism.



