THE HEAVENLY VISION

%I was not disobedient uwnto the heavenly'v151on,“ hets 26:19.

Peul irherited Hebrew blood and Roman citigonship, boih of which contributed much to
him, HHis reference to his Rowen citvizenship indicate that he was justly proud of it
and appreciated it to the fwll. In his early mannood when he found Jerusalem full of
controversy concerning fthe Way,® he gave himsell Lo persecution of the Christians with
honest and passionate enthusiasm. He was a men of intense enthusiasm, He never did
things by halves. Whatever he entered into, he did whole-heartedly. He believed that
whatever his hand found to do was worth doing with his mights After all, little is
accomplished by anybody apart from enthusiasm. :

Paul was one who had felt the thrill of the world's busy and far-reaching life in the
impressionable years of childhood and of youth; one who was thoroughly versed in the

law of God, and devoted to the religien in which he had been trained; and one who was
strong in con:mctlon, tenacious in purpose, and.wzlllng te stand alone for the truth

that he knew.

1. His conscientiousness. Acts 26:9-11.

We adwire Paull's transparent honesiy and penuine sincerity. He said, My
manner of 1life frow my youth, which was at the first among mine own nation
at Jerusalem, know zll the Jews." His life hed been lived in the open. - He
did not attempt to live a double life, In him there was a strong individua-
lity, the product of his intense comviction. e said, "I verily thought with
myself, that I ought to do many things contrary to the name of Jesus of
Nazareth.m In his efforis to oppose, hinder, persecute and kill the Christians,
he reslly thought that he was rendering a great service to God. He claimed That
he was as consclentious before his conversion as he was after it. In the light
of his example, it is very evidenit that it is not enough, a@s some suppose, for
a person to be sincere. Heither is conscience a safe guard. Paul was entirely
sincere and conscientious in his conviction that he ocught to persecubte the
Christians but he was absol&%ely'ﬁronﬁ and definitely anii-Christian.

2. His conv1ctlon. Aets 26 :12-13,

In Paul's judgment Chrisitlanity was harmful to the Jewish people and very in-
jurious to their religion, so he thought it ought ‘o be abolished. Filled with
hatred for the believers and bent upon thelr persecution, Paul was Journeying
along the rcad to Damascus on a misslon against the Christians when a light
shone about him end a supernatural, startling and sudden revelation of the Lord
came to him. When this brilliant heavenly light came upon Paul, it brought to
him a two-fold conviciion; first of the holiness of God, and secondly, of his
own sinfulness. Thus it has ever been when men have been brought into the con=
scious presence of the holy God. Just as partieles of dust are revealed in the
sunshine so his sinfulness, until then unsispected, was revealed to Paul for
what it really was.

3. His Call. Acts 26:1k,

Stricken to the ground by the brilliant heavenly light, humbled and helpless,

he heard a voice in the gentle expostulation of wounded love saying, "Saul, Saul,
why‘persecutest thou Me?® It was the love which rang through that utlterance
that broke his heart. VWhen he inguired who was ecalling, he was informed that
it was Jesus, the name that speeks of grace, love, forgiveness and salvation.
The M¥aster's guestion, "#hy persecutest thou ie?" indicated that He mas so
closely identified with His people that when they suffered He also bore Bheﬂr
‘hurt. Therefore, all should refrain from bringing untrue accusations against

or laying unﬁﬂnd hands upon any of God's calldren.
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. His Comversion, A€ts 26:15.

Instead of further striving to obtain salvation through his own efforts, ae
simply believed on the Lord Jesus Christ, and trusted Him %o do everything
for him that needed to be done. Because of his simple trest in Christ he
ceased to be a lost sinner and became a child of God. By 3@@’3 grace the old
life was displaced by the new life in Christ, and he passed from a state of
condemnation to one of salfety. This change was wrought by the will and power
f God.. One is impressed with the plain language with whieh Panl related his
Christian experience and told what happened to him on the Damascus Hoad. There
isn't any sermon like that. If Christ has saved us, we can at least tell that
even though we cannot preach like Paul. Paul's Christian experience brought
gbout a complete pright-about-face. 1n both his beliefs and his actions. Ever
after he was a different man.

One of the secrets of Paul's life, and the Lives of all others who live to the
glory of God, is the fact that he was not disobedient %o the heavenly wvision
which he received. Let us note the five~fold vision which Ged gave to Paul
and the manner in which he so willingly and ?ully'obeyed it

-I. It was g Vision of Salvation.

II.

II

ind I said, Who art thow, Lord? lnd he said, I am Jesus whom thou persecutest. But
rise, and stand upon thy feet.® Acts 26113«10. Paul had a clear vision of Christ Jeésus
riser and glorified. ¥hat the Lord did for Paul is what He does for each one ¢of us.
Ee 1ifts us out of the miry clay and establishes our going.

¥o man can stand on his féet and walk to the glory of God wntil he has met Jesus Christ.
Ho matter who he is, ocutside of Jesus Christ he is ¥4 down and outer¥ until the Lord
picks him up. Lifets real journey begins only with the obedience of faith in Jesus
Christ as personzl Saviour. What a gloricus journey was Paulls after that experience

on the Damascus wayl o '

It was a Vision of Service.

Our Lord had a greab commission awailting Paul as scon as he was ready for 1t. He ap-
pointed him to be a minister and a witness. He had an experience to relate and the
world needed to hear it. God saves men for a purpose. Paul's vision wasn't given to
him merely for his own benefit any more than God saves men for their own comfort.

 Pavul's conversion was the beginning of a beautiful and bountiful life.

Pid it ever occur to you that because of the endowments of persenality, man is the enly
creature on earth that can say "no! to God? The planets do the bidding of thelr daker
with unvarying regularity. Nolt one of them can disobey the Creator, but each one of

us is greater than all the planets. You and I have the power to say Pno' to God. That
is why man sinned in the first place., He willed to disobey God. He gaid "no® when he
should have said "yes.® Paul no sooner had a vision of the Saviouwr than he caught the
vision of service, and we can tham{ God that he was not disobedient unto the hoavenly

vision.
it was & Vision of Stewardship.

"ind a witness both of these things which thou hast seen, and of those things in the
which I will appear unto thee." Here we see & stewardship commitied wnto Paul. He was
to make known, by wiinessing what he had experienced and what God was going to revealto
him in days to come. There never was a moment when he was disobedient wnto this phase
of the heavenly vision. He regarded himself as s debtor to all men because of what -

he possessed for them.



V.

It was a Vision of Safely.

Fe was assured by Almishty God that he would be delivered Wivom the people, and from
the Centiles, unto whom now 1 senc thee.! Ve, 17. God knew what His servant OL"%(,w
have to suffer Tfor the truthfs sake, and He made it plain to Faul but also assured

him that he would be delivered. Everywhere Paul ﬁmnt there were tormentors who 2bused
hime. The ..Leo‘oaﬁ?e of pure grace always arouses the opposition of the flesi. Yhen any
men is loyal to the fruth sbout Christ, the devil always attewpts to discredit s mine-
istry. God has nob promised an easy time for His servents. They will not find their
path strewn with roses. But no child of God need fear because He will never leave us
nor forszke use. The Book of .&cts is the fascinating story of how Ged cared for [is ser-
vand and delivered him from his enemies wntil He vzasz ready to take him home to be with
Himself. ¥%hen his work was done God called him hn.‘"ber. ‘ :

It was a Vision of A4 Sinful World.

He was commissioned to go to the Gentiles "To open their eyes, and to furn them from
darkness to light, and from the power of Satan unto God, that they may receive the

forg*.weness of sins, and inheritsance among them which are sanctified by faith that Is
in me." Wote how clearly God revealed the spirituval condition of the people to whom

‘Paul was to minister. He often went among the cultured and the highly edueated of hi

day. Yet their spirituvel condition was one of blindness, bondage and sin. When Faul
saw Jesus then it wes that he saw the true needs of the world. He saw it as God sees
i% and understood it from the divine view point. Uh, that God would help us to realize
that all men everywhere cut of Christ are wm“:},oat God and without hope in the worlds



