ON DOING GOOD
Acts 16234-38

Peter's visit fo the houss of Cormelius to preach the Gospel of Christ to & group of
Gentiles is one of the earliest cutbursts of the missicmsry passion that is seen in the
‘Christisn movement. It wes a master stroke at the barriers which separate men. T
magnified the central truth of the teachings of Christ, that God is no respecter of
Persons.

¥When Peter arrived at the house of Corneliuns, there was & house full of anxicus inquirers.
What preacher can he placed in such z situation without feeling a sense of responsibility
end of opportunity? Times have changed te such an extent that one seldom finds such an
occasion now, There are so many distraetions to take the people away frem church, and

t0o divert their minds frem Christianity.

Whaet use did Peter mske of his apportunity? Seme ministers lose their opportunity; they
spend the time trying to smuse snd to enbertain the people; some waste the time theoriszing
about some unimportant gquestiom; and others spend the time giving book reviews. What a
tregedy for & minister to loss golden opportunities of vreaching the Word of God,

My subject is a phrase tsken from the sermon which Poter preached to Cornelius and bhis
friends at Caesarea when the door of the chureh was opened to the Gentilea., On the humsn
side these words form a mervelous epitome of the 1ife eof Jesus. They give us a vivid
picture of the life of ouvr blessed lord. The simplest minds cen understand semething

of their enfolded beasuty, but even the greatest minds cennot exhaust their meaning.

When we hear of any great man, we always went to know how he lived znd what he did.

But you may put all great men together, and, compared with Jesus, they are only like
stars compared with the sun. And ocur text informs us that Jesus "went about deling goed,"
Christ went ebout, mot like a Tharisee, to make & show and boast of religious rites

and observances; not like the Romsns, to parade military prowess ané manly stremgths

not like the Greeks, to display worldly wit and wisdom; but to do good to the bodies

and to the souls of men.

The chief purpose of Christ's coming into the world was to die that people might be saved,
but His deeth did not eccur until He was beyond thirty-three years of age, While He

was waiting for the %time when He should die, He took advantage of the cpportunity end
spent the intervening years in helping humanity te a betiter plane of livimg, 1ifting their
burdens, carrying their sorrows in His heart, healing their'diseases, rebuking their

gins, and setting them an exsmple by which they might pattern their owp lives to get the
most out of life, and give life & new interpretation.

Jesus did not go abeut defending Himself. This would have been the natural thing, the

hvmen thing, for Him to have done. When lles are cireulated about us, we usually sel

about at once to establish our inmocence. But Jesus felt no need of defending His character;
He leost no time in trying to tske care of His good name, but filled the days with deeds

of helpfulness to those who were in distress, in the grip of disease, or in the power

of evil spirits. In pursuing such a course Christ gave the world ope of its most valusble
lessons, that a life such as He lived needs no defendsrs.

Neither did Christ go about boasting of the good He did, but often when He healed one

He said, "Tell no men." How scant are the records of His good deeds! The stery of enly
thirty-five miracles~-the healing of conly fifteen sick ones and of fifteern lepers, and
the raising of three dead people--lergely sums up the good deeds that are recorded.

This silence was eloguent with mesning. And its messape is that it is better tc do the
good than to brag about it. Christ was too busy helping the sick, healing the diseased,
comforting the broken~hearted, and lifting the fallen, to glve time to record-making, He
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emphagized the fact that it is as important to be sownd in 1ife as it is to be sound
in dectrine. Orthodoxy of creed ls exceedingly importamt, but so is orthodoxy of life,

Our text shows us how much mey be wrapped up and expressed in & few words, even in a
single sentence. The life of Christ was all being and doing and giving. He did not go
sbout becoming good, or in getting goed, but in dispensing good. He did good becamse
He was good. His goedness was the natural outflowing of His hesrt of love, It was pure,
and free, He did good to all, at all times, and under all circumstances. He did goed
because His boundless compassion and tender pity moved Him. His benevolence was shown
to the peor and needy., He preached the gospel to the pecr, was & friend of publicans
and sinners, gethered diseiples to be with Him from smong the common peeple, and showed
that He loved man as men, ané was no respecter of persons. The benevelent acts He per-
formed for the bodiesz of men were symbols and types of what He eould amd would do for
the minds and souls of men,

Christ spent His life in doing good within the sphere in which He llved, and to those
within His reach., Thus, He has taught us that, instead of consuming our time in waniing
to do good where we camnot, we should do good where we can. We sghould do all the geed

we c¢sn in all the ways we can 28 long as we possibly ocazn. Not a day passes but vhat other
people stand in our vresence with their needs, appesling to us for some service which we
may render to them. On all sides the lives of others fouch ours, 8o we camnot do just

as we please, thinking only of ourselves and our comforts, unless we chowose to be false
to all the instinets of humanity, and 211 the requirements of the law of Christian love.

- We must think of other people. We begin to be like Christ when we have that intense desire
te be helpful., When this desire is deminent, the 1ife is en unceasing benedietion. The
secret of abundant helipfulneses is found in 'bhe desire to be a blessing to all we meet,

However, the life that is to be a2 beneficent one camnet be one of ease and selfish enjoy-
.ment, To beceme unseful and helpful we must die to =slf and persenal ambition, One may
live for self, teke good care of himself, not make any persenal sacrifices, and have a
keen eye always for his own interests and advencement, Bul there ls snether and better
way to live. It is to forget self, and to obey God by giving self in the service of
others. People will say that we are foolish to saerifice and to glve ourselves in toil-
ing for others who are not worthy andé do net appreciate what we do for them. They said
as much about Jesus as they tried to keep Him from going to the cross, but we know that
He did not make a mistake when He chose the way of sacrifics.

We aré told thet when Cook, the great navigator, made his eircumavigation of the globe,
he took with him a vast guantity of the seeds of HEnglish flowers. He had these made ap
into 1ittle packets and vherever the vessel landed, the boatmen noticed Cook with a rum-
ber of these little packebs, searching out places that gsve promise of fertility and
seattoring these seeds, gathered in the far-off English gardens. Im that wey he belted
the world with English flowers. Menmy of these seed reproduced, and years later navigators
were surprised to find English flowers growing where they mever dreamed of seeing them,

In some such mamner, Jesus went about doing good. He carried the seeds of heavenly flowers
with Him in His speech, in the spirit of His 1ife, in everything He said or did, and they
took root and grew up in strange places, but always breathing the seame divine fragranee

and beauty.

Jesns Christ came into the world to reveal God te man, to redeem men from sin, and to
reconcile men to God., He came cheerfully to do the will of God, and to provide etermal
1ife for man. He also came to show us what men ought to be and what they owght to do.
He found this world lest, and He came to save those vho were in it; He found the werld
benighted, and He came to $11lumine it; He found it corrupt, and He came to purify it;

He found it faliem, and He ceme to elevate it; He found it wretched, and He came to bless
it; He fourd it enslaved, and He came teo emancipate it.

The words of our texit, vwhich summerize the life of our lLord, suggest to us the positive
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character of His life. Jesus Christ was not a hermit ssint. He was no stay-at-home.

Hig idea of the religious life was net te live apart from His fellows. He mingled with
people and did His best to help them. He was goodness in action. He was goodness rein-
forced with arms, feet, hands, eyes, and a tongue. He went about seeking for opportumities
to do good. In all His wonderful cereer, He went about doing cood. He died young, but

He lived long, because life consists irn action. The grand thing is that He did good

while He lived. He did good with His own hands; not by proxy. Many of His benevolent
acts vere unsclicited by men., He went to those who would not and could not come to Him

in order that they might be blessed.

1. He did good to the bodies of men,
He fed the hungry multitudes. He opened the eyes of the blind; He emabled the lame
to walk; He enabled the dumb to speak; He cleansed the lepers; He cast out demonsy
He healed all kinds of diseases--in faect, none applied to Him in vain or were sent
avay from Him wrelieved; and He raised the dead,

2, He did good to the minds of men.
He gave instructior to the igrorant on subjeets of vitel importence. He removed
prejudices and corrected mistakes, He reproved the guilty and warmed the careless
in order that they might repent and believe and be saved., FHis words brought pesce,
comfort, and hope to many. He taught men their duties and urged them to dp them.
3. He did good to the souls of men.
He preached glad tidings to the meek, bound wp the brokenhearted, and proclaimed liberty
to the captives., He forgave sins and saved sinners,

Jesus persevered in doing good.. He did nmot go about doing good just in His spare time.
It was the habit of His life. It was His constant business; and He was never weary of
it. FHe was always saying kind things and doing kind deeds. There was no retirement
from deimg good so far @s He was comcermed, Even when He hung on the eross, He prayed
for His enemles, and saved the penlitent thief, Ever and always His emphasis wes upon
doing good. Therefore, people, felt better when He was nesr, His presence, His look,
and His smile blessed and cheered and encouraged. So, it behooves us, in secking to do
good in the name of Him who has left us an example, to follow in His steps., If we will
only folliow His example in dolng good as we go through life, we will be msaking the best
possible investment of our lives.

And this is one phase of the Christian 1ife all can engage in. Not all cam be preachers,
or singers, or leaders of great movements; but all ean go about doing good and helping
others, Christ alone can bring salvation to any person; but in service to humanity, and
in joy and happiness, and in scattering helpfulmness and blessings in the world, sll who
will may enter and find no limitations on the opportunity. OCur world is famishing for
people who will take time from thelr own interests and go out on a mission of doing good
in the name of Christ and for the good of others,



