WHAT GHRIST EXFECTS OF US
"Lord, what wilt Thoun have me to do%® Acts 9:6,
“What shall I do, Lord?" Acts :22:10,

This is the cry of & men who hes come at last prepered to give Jesus Christ an opportunity
in his life. FHe had tried other things, but has feiled. Now, he was prepared to come to
terms with the Savieur. It wss truly the grestest moment of his life.

To Bring To Him Whet We Heve.

Yeu mey think that there is little or nothing that you can bring. But you are wrong
about that. You have a heart with vhich you cgn love Him, and a 1ife with vhich you
cén serve Him. What can you brimg to Christ?

1. Your Persenality — £11 that you sre.

{1) Youwr body =~ the physical. :
"Present your bedies.® "Glorify Ged in your body." Ne consecration is complete
that doses net include all the physieal powers. :

(2) Your wind -— the intellectual. | ‘
Are you willing to let Christ reguiate your thoughts “As a man thinketh im
hiz hesrt, soc is he,®

(2) Your hesrt — the emotionel.
Christ elsims controel of all your loves and hates, likes and dislikes. Christ
does not clzim first place in your affections for any other resson than thet of
your highsst good.

{4) Your will —- the volitional, : '
The centrsl ecitedel of vour being is your wiil, When yowr will yields, every=-
thing yields. Conseeretion, therefore, invelves the surremder of youwr every
éeﬁxre, decision end cholce to the loving and wise will of God, Whet a tremendaus
thing is the humep will, with which God hes endovwed us! You can sy “Yes" or
"o to God., You cen t&ka the power of choice and recch the heights of glorious
achievement or sink to the depthe of ignominious sheme. God's will is not some-
thing to be drezded, nor accepted relwmétantly. Ouwr attitude should be thet of
glad scceptence and hesrity cooperstion with His will which is always good, per~- -
feet, and best.

2. Your Possessions - A1l thet you hsve.

(1) Self. :
Christ wants your body, soul, and spirit. No substitute will satisfy Him. Lay

yourself on His alter and say:

#1811 go where you wani me to go, .
déar Lord,

Over mountein, or plain, or ses;

It1] sey what you went me to say,
dear Lord,

I'11 be what you want me to be."

{2) Talents,
He gives talents to 2ll. He does not give talents for us to use for curselves.

Rather, they are to be developed, invested and used for Him in His service. TYou
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have talents, The world is trying to claim them. Lay them at the feet of Jesus
and He will take them and multiply them even as He did the small boy's lunch, and
with it fed the multitude. .

(3) Time, ' -
So often you wish you hed more time, yet you have all the time there is. Our
trouble is that we often misuse it in selfisk pureuiis thet do rot count. Tiwe
is short, precious, essily misspent, can never be recslled, has to be accounted
for, snd should be wisely and rightly used.

{4) Money.
A1l you have belongs to Him. You are simply a stewerd. He does not expect you
to cease having possessions, but He does claim the right to conirol your use of
them, Some day Fe will c2ll you to account for your stewerdship. Instead of
saving, "How much of my money will I give to the Lord?" you should ask, "How
much of the Lord's money will I keep for myself?®

(5) Influence. ' _ )
Influence baffles defimition. It is the atmosphere we carry about with vs, It
iz something thet belenge to us and te no one else, and it distinguishes us
from all others., Inflmence is o silent something that goes out frem every life
like heet from a fire, or fragrsnce from & flower, and gives shepe end coler te
other lives. '

Eech one exerts some influence upon others. Ne human being ean fail to increese
or to diminish the sum totel of humen happiness. TYou &are elther a blot or a
blessing, but you ezmnot be a blank, Simply to be in this world is to exeri an
influence. ‘

Yowr influence invelves others, You cannot touch unother life without leaving
your merk upon it. You camnet live right without scmwebody being helped, and the
world being made better by it. As a pebble thrown in the water causes bubbles
to rise and rings of waves to wash the shores of the lake, se & good deed causes
bubbles of cheer to rise amd vings of joy to surround the globe.

Your influence is permenent in iis cherscter. When it is once exeried, it cam~
not be destroyed or wndome, Robert Burns, the great Scotish poet, on his dying
bed, expressed the wish thet he could recall some of the foolish things he had
written, but it was toc late. It is better to leave the wrong undone than to
regret the deing of it. Every dey we are wielding an influence which will live
long after we are gone, Whether for good or evil, it will survive the stroke of
death, outlive the pulverizing process of the grave, and be found working when
time hushes and eternity dawns. Knowing thet influence mever dies, we must be
careful how we live. As cne, whose life had been -poorly spent, sas approzching
death he remerked, "My influence, Oh that my influence could be gathered up and
buried with me." It could not be done, He had put in motion an agency which he
was poverless to arrest. Let us be careful uhet influence we exert, and see to
it thet it is for Christ,

3. Your Plans -- All that you hope to be. ; :
There sre mony claiments for your life. Self wanis it; the world wants it; Sastam
wants it. Thenk God, Christ wants it. When your plans are surrendered to Him, He
will not blight them, but He will bless them. Christ has claimed meny lives and
‘made them gloriously worthwhile, He alone can make the best omt of your life, and
cause it to realize its highest possibilities. Bring Him the yeare that lie in front
of you. They may be few or many, but if you give them to Him, they will be the hap-
piest, most fruitful and most worthwhile years of your life.



1I. Te lee To Him Our Best.

1. Why
(2)

should we give our best to Christ?

He wants it.

Fothing less thsp that will satiefy Him. It is not some of our interests, time,
money &nd influence that He wants, but owr very selves. He wanis us to trust
Him, followv Him, obey Him, and work for Him., He wants us to discover His wiil

and o do His will.

(2)

(3)

2. How

e

He is entitled to it. Co
He made us, He has kept us, He has caered for us, and He has redeemed us. There~
fore, He is entitled to our very best.

Gratitude demsnds it. A '

He has given us so much and done so muchk for us, He has given ws a wonderful
world snd & wonderful age in which t¢ live. He has given us the Scriptures,
the church, and the assursnce of a home in heaven,

ean e give our best te Christ?

In feithfulness to Hh@.

Faithfulness is exc@eﬁlﬂgly'be&utlful. It elicits our admiration wherever we
find it. The metsure of any mer's worth is hiz faithiuwlneseg to duty. "Iou cen
depend on Him" is one of the finest recommendations, "Be Paithful" should be the
slogen of every Christisn in these momentous snd eventful days.

&, Faithfulness to Christ in owr hearts.
Christ is suther of cur beings, hesler of diseases, comforter of sorrows, &nd
guide of lives. He walks: with us, talks with us, enlightens us, emnobles us,
sugteins us, guides us, empower ue., He strengthens owr courage, brightens our
hopes, illwwines our fazith, w srms our hesrts. He is adeguste and avalilsble
for our every need, whether need be thet of Seviour, exsmple, tescher, or whet
not, Gladly testify thet He supplies gresce needed for every experience of life,
beer true in 211 exigencies of 1ife, and never feiled me once., He has mot failed;
‘He dees ot fail today; He will not fuil toworrew. He is the same in His work
yesterday, grsce today, and glory tomerrow. His living presence is the real
ingpiretion to hely living, to heroic endeavor, and te high achievement, He
is exeeedingly emxious for all believers to give Him His rightful place in
their hearts ané lives.

In His gracious characterization of believers He says, "I have called you

. friends."- Now, what do you call being faithful te a friend? It is %o have
such a2 real love for Him that we shall seek his company and delight im it.
Let it be so with Christ. ©Seek His face and read His word daily. HMoreeover,
fajithfulness. to & friend implies that you would be jealous of his good name.
You would never hesitete to spesk up for him in his absence. TYou would cor-
rect any one who spoke ill of him, In like mepmer, let us spesk well of owr
leré, Let us give the peerless Christ not place nor promimence but preeminenee
in our lives and service. Let vs plsce Him above self, faimly, business, friends,
and everything else as He wills that we should do. Let uwe adore Him, enthrone
Him, and crown Him Lord. Let ue plece Him first in our living, giving, working,
and hoping. Let us commend Him in every wsy we can and especially by being as
much like Him as Ged's grace enmables us to ba. o

b. Faithfulness to Christ in the church, - :
Christ closely identifies Himself with His peeple. He says that kindness to
them ig kindness toc Him; same of negleet; eand of persecution. Perhaps you may
have thought, s many have mistekenly thought, that bsing faithful to Christ is
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one thing and faithfelness to the church is another, But Christ does not think
so., He identifies Himself with His people. We cannot be faithful te Christ in
the highest way if we are indifferent to Ils people. Cultivate an intense loyalty
to the church and let nothing aliemste youwr affection. '

Church is & necessary institution, best teucher of righteousness we have, friend
of childhood, inspirer of youth, strengthener of middle life, snd comforter of
0ld sge. It urges understanding, unselfishness, and usefulness, It is 8 place
to go for Christisn fellowship, Bibliesl instruction, spiritusl inspiratien,
and real service,

- During the Battle of Waterlooc, Wellingtom placed & certsin captain with a big
force by a certainbridge, 2 little distance from the battle-field, and told him
to stay there, as he would be needed by the end of the battle, This eaptain

and his men sew fighting going on and longed to be in the confliet. At last he
could resist the temptation no longer, se took his troups and joimed in the
fight, and the battle wes won; but the Frerch retreated along the very road

where this captein and his men should have been. Wellington found out that

this captain had disobeved him and reproved him before the whole army as one

whe had been unfaithfel to his charge., Womder if our Great Captain car always
depend on us? His eyes are set on faithfulness, so let us do whatever He commands.

Let me iske you to 2 packed foctball stadive in Southern Califormias., The
- University of Southern Czlifornia is about to play its most important game of
the season, It's & few vears buek, and on the tesm is en All-fhericen by the
neme of Bd Smith. Only a few days age the mother of this star player psssed
awey., She had followsd her son's football career with interest and affectionate
delight. She was to heve occupied & box &t this afterncon's game. Until game
time it wes not known by the crowd whether Ed would plsy or not. When the team
trotted on the field, there he wea. :

Just a few moments before the opening whistle Ed walked over to the box where
his mother would heve sat. It was dreped in black and on her seat there rested

2 imrge picture of her. The big player, helmet doffed, stood before it a moment
and then, as he turned to leave, he said, "Mother, I'm playing this game for you."
With thaet, he was off to add snother brillisat performance to his record.

Let that scene fade quickly away and another take its place, Not before a flag-
draped photograph do we stand today, you and I; bub befere a blood-stained eross
where hangs the Lord of glory, our sin-bearing Savicur. He's waiting to hear the
good word from our lips., Shall we not say, "lord, I'm taking this geme of life,
which somehow is more than o game, and —- I'm playing it for you."

Some years ago, two boats were passing each other on the Mississippi, when an
01d Hégro said to @ white passenger as he pointed to the other boat, "Look, yon-
der's the captain!" When asked for an explamstion, he said, "Years ago, ve were
goin' along like this and I fell overhboard and the captein rescuved me. And since
then, I just loves to point him out!® Some years ago, I was overboard but the
Gaptain of our salvation leaped everboard from glory te rescue me. And I just
love to point Him out. '

For the glorious privilege of doing our best for Christ, let us thank Him with
the gratitade of cur hearts, with the praises of our lips, and by the obedience
of our lives., As we go our seperate ways rejoicing in Christ Jesus, let Him
smile through our faces, spesk with our tongues, work with our hands, walk with
our feet, and love with our hearts. Let Him seek sinners through us, imspire
belisvers with us and comfort saints through us until the day bresk and the
shadows flee away. Sincerely say: .
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®Hawught that I have my own I eald,
I hola it for the Giver; _

My heart, my life, my hope, my all,
Are His, and His forever."



