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il of faith, so full that though doublt ceme snd kmosked at his door every
morning, moon, snd might, Stephen simply smiled end shook his head ss If o
say "Eo rooms Paith iz my guest now."
That moens thet Stephen was on good terms with Gods That means that Cod de-
tizhted in Stephen and he delighted in God. Thet means that there was s fine
inbimaey betwsen them. Hobt only wes he full of faith tows'd Gode He was fdll
of faith toward mene 4% doss ot tuke a wise man W see why this is true. How
do we know that Stephen trusted peeple? How do we lmow tiat he beliewed in
folks? Here is positive proef: folks belisved in him. The whole brotherhood
regarded him with firm trust and confidence., Felth begets faith but if you
put 8 quest:ian after everybody's name, do not forget that they will pub theb
seme kimd of mark afier yours.

{2) He was Yfull of wisdon™
He had that faith thabt could see wisions end dream dreamsg bub he WES P0Te
than 2 dresmer. He was a men of common sense. He was a man whosbrought
thogse faeulbies that would have mede him a leader in the world of finsmoe
or of politics and dedicated them fully upon the albtar of his Lovd. IF
there was an individusl with perplexities and problems with whieh he did
not koow how to _sope, he ocams ané: “m}.k:ed ?ﬁ{;h Stephen sbout tﬁeme If there
sulted Stepham Be was always x’eaﬁy with 8 sug geatmn that shmsred the keen
ingipht of genlus. ?h@ugh young in yesrs he was wise.

{3) He was "full or power®
Where Stephen went, things happened. OChanges tock place, revolubtions were
wrought, and it s‘tand&mwﬁ&n, "they wers not able to resist the splirit snd
the wisdom by wiiech he speke.” This young salat wes full of morsl dynsmive.
He wos & spiritual tornado, He swept things before him with an dryesistible
force.

{4} Te was "full of grace”.
That ig, he was charming. ﬁ@ was magn@twe He was fescineting. He was sbe
tractive. He cast & spell over folks. He was as winsome as springtime, as
akbtractive as sea musie I*“'ghen others wers in his vresence, they found them-
galres comforted emd }*elpede ‘he broken-hearted forpot Lo ach when.he wos by.
The wainded forgot their hurte The hopeless forgoet their déspeire. He was &
Erasious mAN. ‘

(8) He was"full of the Holy Ghost” Q
Stephen wes a greably gifted young man. Not another man in the “hupeh in his
day hed as much 2bility. He wes cultured and welictrsined. DBub this doss nok
seoount for his life of powsre. What, then, iz the secret? All the fine gruces
thet we have menbioned are bub the ouboewe of this last fulness. You ecen only
ascount for ¥s grace and fine enviable guelitites by seying thal he was & man
in whom Christ dwelt inm the person of the Holy Spirit,

Ze¢-He was useful in servise to others :
His time was consumed in doing good for otlers. He wes sppointed to a posiition
‘that looked guite smell. He was to help sdminister the temperal affairs of a
semi-paupetr Church. Bub he made these temporel eifeifs to edminister bto the high-
sst spiritusl ends. He gave oub bresd in such a feshion as to mele men hunger
for the Broad of Life, He worked with himemight in his smell sphere and God heon-
ored him and made hio o mighty lay prescher. His spiritusl experiseunce was = dy-
nemic that drove him o practiss] service,
The pressuee of He E:E@ly Spirit in the 1ife of the consesrated .Christian. sh@u}.d
likewise be practical. Lt should manifest i%89if intee-
(1} A deep spiritusl experience through cur possission of conguering power.
{2) High ethice, expressing dthemsélwes invipght:-ilving, bejevolenss, doetinal con-
sistency, ete,
(3} Persomel Witnessing for Christ.



II; Power in Feolemios

How effschive he was in his presching. Jeorusslem was & proud and wicked eilty.

It wes full of cultured and religious erisbocrats. They would have given ol-
most anything to have been eble to ignore Stephen. DBub they could not ignore
hime J‘hey misht as well heve btried to ignore & cyclone. Scareely a man in the
eity was sbupld erd sleepy enoupgh not te know that Stephen was in the sity om &
business trip for his King, As ke lsbored meny fell in love with his Lord while
others grow bitber in thedir opposibtion to him. “he Jews eould not resist the
power by which Stephen spoke. He is a transitiom men'of tHe -Méw Teshamert, His
gpeevh and death merked the trensition of Christianilty from iis esrliest Jewish
form to its extension smorg the CGenbiles.

This spirit-fiiled men had w clesr sndomprehensive grasp of the purposes snd
works: ol ﬁag in 0ld Testsment Historyve He begins his messegecby roviewing the
history of the Jews from Abrebem snd the petrisrchs. They all ldsten etbtentively.
Then, he mamm@g their history from Moses to David. Then, he tells of the build-
ing of Bolomon®s Temple end gives & ptxet‘:@ of exegesis on where God iz o be wore
shipred. He s&id the seme %&mm& thiet Jesus did et Syeher snd thet sroused their
emmity. He plainly teught the spirituslity and um@‘ez&&llty of the Chyistien
faith. Fe closed with & shord bub vehament sppliecetion about thelr trestnment

of God's Frophet. He gpoke right on though he knew thet he was digging his own
gra¥s as he spoke. "Ye stilfenecked snd wneircumelsed in heert and ocers, ye do
alweys vesist the Holy CGhosh; es your fetheérs did, so do ye.” Thus, he sceuses
them of resisting the Holy Spirit, perpetuebting the spirit of persecution, epnd
betreying end eruelfying the Son of God. Ue noilced the anger in thelr eyes as
they 11%@%?%&& hie spesch with strong ejueulotions. His messspe, however, was
a speech of ssersd eloguence, & witness to the bruth of the Old Tastement hisbory,
& testimony to the sustalning power of religiop, & noble vwindication of Christ,
end the Christimm relipgione '

Power in Persecution

The conviction wrowmpht in the bearbs of his hesarers sroused them ¥o a hetred of
him end 4o sctive persscublione JThey were guibe proud and it wes hard for them
to endure publlie humilietion. o being defeshed; They adopted the recourse of
slerder. They "suborned men” who were willing Yo periure themselves for pey in
the interest of Jewiéh cvrthedoxy. Stephen scon found himself wnder srrest for
blesphemy and heresy snd ﬂrmiyed before the Senbedrin. The sssembly belisved
the false witnesses snd it bechme & mob and rushed at him in & repe. His keen
iropy had shtung them to the guick. His sarcesm hed ovt Yo the bone. His words
hed out like & buzz-cew snd their teelh slatlered like wolwes for & wictinm.

There was en unoonirollabls coutbresl of the meb snd Stephen wes rushsd oub of
the clitye The scene thet fHullowed was nothing wore thean sommon lynching. They
had nobt been sble to resist the inspired logle of Bbaphen, sc in order to get re-
venge, they pelt him with stmese The "witnesses™ bepan the stoning ss was their
privilere. I% was foo dirty e plece of work for the nlee voung rabbi, Saul of
Tarsuws Howsver, he was well plessed with what wes going on so he held or gusrd-
=d the olothes of those who 434 the j@’b@ Stephen's sngelic face beceme brulsed
and blood sheined. As be fell s wichim %o their hebte bs died pmylﬁg for the
f@rgiv@nﬁss of his persscutbrs. He preved, "Lord, ley wt this zin o their
sherge.” This lest ery of thédvdying meviyr is s copvineing prosfoef the treanse
f‘cz@&:ﬁg power of ths love of Christ in the learte ‘his woene, so like unboc the
srucifixion of Jesus, was fovever implented npen the mind of Bawl who watohed
him. Ee wes never sble to bamish the ploture of the amgelie face of this {irst
Christien merbyr from his mind and hoorbe Stepﬁ&n ked left his mark wpon Saul
and the labbter became his reel successor. "S1 Stepherus non orsseed, ececlesis
Paulum non hebuisset.® If Stephen hed not preyed, the church would pot have had
Paul, Truly, 17 Stephen hed wob prayed, Paul would not have preached, Shephen,
ll of the Holy Bpirit, lived s life of power znd wes 2 blessing while he liwed.
He has been an abiding blessing threugh a1l the changing vearse
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