EXTRACEDIVARY EVANGELISM

Acts 20:13-38

Pzul needsd some exercise sfbter his sirenvous ﬂig’t. He zlso needed snd wes longing for

solitude and communion with od, such a5 were

mpossible in the crowded gusriers on board

the ship. So he senit the ship with his csmﬁﬁdiona sround ths promonotery, 2 distsnce of
forty miles to fssos, while he refreshed himeself with s walk of twenbty miles across the
Igthmus In order to join them there. % has been suggested thet in this wey he was sble
.
e

L0 circumvent his assassins, who had been foiled in thel

effort %o kill him on the vessel

on which he had intended %o ssil from Cesnchrea, and who, he psy he ve hed rezgon 10 susnect, .
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wers $tiil oz his treck. He gol into the ship
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gnd they ssiled tnev f 1ly until they

came 0 the seaport city of Mileitus.

Paul could not tske time $o go o Ephesus, mu“h 25 he desired to €0 go. Affer his arrivsel
in Miletus, anzious to know the situetion at Hphesus, Paul summoned the eléers at the
church a2t Ephesus t¢ meel him 2t Milelus, = aistance of twenby—-aight or thirty miles.

They came o him without delay.

His parting address to them is cne of simplicity, pathos, and dignity. In it we find love
without wesknsss, personzl reference without sgolism, tendernsss and solemnity wonderfully
Ylended. His zddress was charsciterized by remsrksble frsnkness, btenderness, and fidelity.
Paults 1ife was one of dedication, fidelity., endurance, dillgence, and bensficence.

Paulis Mannsr.

Paul reminded the Erhesian slders of the spirit and cheracter of his ministry among
them. In his sddress he made frequent references t0 his own 1lifse. He chszllengsed them
to put their finger on one thing in his pest record that was subject to suspicion.
It gives one 2 wonderful sense of security if his psst is withont shadow. A good,

.¢lean record insplires & person. It makss s hero ovt of a coward.

Four jundges exsmine our record. Cur friends lay the mentle of charilty sbout our mis-
takes and see us through kind eyes. Our ensmies review our words znd deeds in the
light of their prejudice snd disfavor, They even cloths our kind deeds with a garb
of susricion. We, ourselves, know more than our friends or our enemiss know about
our lives. We know we are not 28 zood as our friends think we zre, but we szrs not =@
bad 28 our ensmiss think we are, Our Lord is the court of l=zet appeal. He Tnows
more shout us than our friends know, mors than our snemies know, and mors than we
know sbout ourselves.

Paulis menner was cherscherized by:

1. Humility.

Serving the Lord with 2ll humility of nind.¥ verse 19. Two things kept Paul
humble, nzmely, his blessed Lord sgainst Whom he had commiitied such grievous
sing znd the bitierness of his enemies who plotied to take his iifs. Thersfore,
it wes thyowgh his love for Christ and his fesr of men that he remsined bumble.

Cf the mroud we resd in the Bitle thai God "resisteth the proud, but giveth
grace unto the humble.¥ God turns 2 dsaf ear to the prouvd. There is nothing:
thet He spprecistes in His children more than a spirit of genuine humility, and
there is nothing He detests as much ss zn srrogent and hauvghty air. There z2re
two classes of proud people-—those who heve something 16 be proud aboui, and
those who only imegine they heve, and ninety nine and nins-tenths of gll- the

proud belong to the laitter group.
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nceriiv.
arviﬁg the Tord with 2ll humility of mind, and with meny tears,¥ wverse 19,
aul possessed an insaliable desire to see people saved. Thel was the one thing
or which he lived. With him that wog whot reslly metiered. He knsw what he
had been saved from and tc what he had been saved,

"Serving the Lord with sll pumz?auy of mind, and with nmeny teszrs, and iemp
which tefell me by the lying in wait of the Jews." He was tempted in all

lize a8 we. In his iimes of weakness he cried to God for strength Lo resist and
to be the victor imstesd of the viciim. VWherever he weni, and whatever h d
on this he could always rely--~the Jews either would be on the dock for his bost
to land or they would attend his services and try o Dresk up the meetings.

L ]

3. Charity.
How &3id Paul rensy the Jews for 211 their sianderous reports and thresis fo
¥311? EHe, 1ike his ILord, znd Stephen, the faithiul deacon, returnad love for
hetred; good for evil. VWhen they seemed zbould %o jake his 1ifs, he laborsd ine
cessantly to bring divine life to them.

Peul not only save them the stsandard of Christian 1ife, but also the standard of the

Christisa ministry. He reminded them how ke had served the Lord, how he had served

the people, how he had wpheld the truth, and how he had remained steadfsst. He had

lived in humiliiy before them, had bsen compsssionats toward them, had been faithlul

to them, had been a true shevherd, and called them ito repeniance and exhoried thenm

to feith in Chrigt, Withoui prejudice he haed offered the Christian hope to 211 men
the same terms.

Peul alse geve them 2 gtandsrd of Christian coursge. It was the coursge to follow
the leadership of the Holy Spirit, even though bonds and affliction sweited him. It
was & courage %0 face opposition a2t any cosit, even though hie 1ife was st siske, It
was the coursge to finish his course with Joy in spite of unceriteinty and of the per-
gecutions that awaited him. His one consuming desire was that he might not fail in
1ifets high resclve and that he aight finish his course with joy.
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Faulls Message.

Poulis sddress reveals his tender sympathy snd pastorsl heart. He recounted his
ministry 2t Hphesus; hie many tempiations, trials, end tears; his fearless and faith-
ful preaching in public snd in private; He did not have sny theories of msn to
defernd, bubt he did have 2 revelsiion of fod 1o declers,

1. ZRHepentance towsrd God. .
"Testifying both to the Jews, snd alsc to the Greeks, repentence towsrd God."
verse 2la. Have you repented of your sins?

2. Eelisnce upon Chrisi.
Mind fmith toward our Lord Jesus Christ.' verse 21b. One can rsceive elernsl
1ife through feith in the finished work of Chrisi on the cross. He died for
¥ot. Heve you recelved Him as your S’vi vr and Lovd? *Bslieve on the lord

Josus Christ, snd thou shait be saved.”

irit.

to the Holy Spirit. ¥Save that the Roly Ghost wit
ng thet tonds and afflictions sbide me." vwverse 23,
& that Peul wes to suffer bvonds snd afflictlons
wde;eve* Te went. In%uee of being crushed ss 2 result of his knowling this
fach, Peul could still say, "Bui none of these things move me, peither count I
ny 1ife deer uwnto myself, so that I might finish my course with joy, ant

3, Resignation to the Holy Spl
Prul was utberly b ndop >
-
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the minisiry, which I have received of the Lord Jesus, t¢ testify the gzospel
of the grace of God. " verse 24,

To fipish his course.

?S0 thet I might Ffinish my conrse with Joy." PFPeul had that course befors hiw
throughout his ministry. VWhen he first mel Christ, ha sa:a, "Tord, what wils
thew have ne to dot¥  Te haed = fixed resolve to fulfill his mission, and fo
finish his work with credit znd honor. He had s aeflalte warpose in his Iife.

-Be encountered mgn sdvarsaries. He felt securs in his journsy, even though

there were meny hindrences in the way. He was imprisonsd many times for his

Vil in

faith., He wes never moved by dangers or herdships.
Po feed the flock of God. verse 28, _

4 vostor is the undershepherd over the flock. He is charged with many grave
responsibilities.  He is to feed them. He is to waich over them. Ee is io

nrotect them. He is to lsad them.

If the churches of our Lord are $o live znd io thrive, men wust siill give their
lives for them. (hurches live snd grow on seif-denial, seli-surrender, and
seif-secrifice. Our Lord esteblished His churches, outlined their programs,
ordsined their docifines snd pregcribed their mission., They will be atiscked
both from without and from within,

To fortify Christiens.

He warnsd the sainte 21 Iphesus that after his deperture, ferievous wolves®
would anter their ranks, "not spering the flocck." He iocld them thei even soms
among their number would rige up and promote false docirines, "ic draw awsy
discirles afier them." YTherefere waich, and remember, thet by the space of
three yvears I cessed not 10 warn every one night snd day with tears.’ verse 3l.
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He commends to God. verse 22,

The word, "commend,” mesns %o "recommend as worthy of notice; yr,isesﬁ He turned
them over o0 the Lord snd to His Word which told them of the grace of their Loxd

He communes with God.

At the conclusion of his word of exhoristion te them, they sccompenied hin to
his ship. Refore getting on board, ¥He knseled down, and preyed with them 211
verss 356. He wnrayed with them =and for them because he iived on ﬁraylnﬂ ground.
He preised thsm to God, and then preyed o Csd for then.

Whet & scene &t thai faremell varty. It was not & merry-meking occasion, bul
one f£illed with sadnsss. They embreced kim and kissed him. Feul desrly loved
his converts and friends, and they in turn loved him devoiedly. From this inci-

dent we lesrn three simple truths:

{1} sevarstions are inevitable.
411 ssrthly tiss must be broken. The havplest merrisge must end In sorrow-
ful separation. The warmest friendships must end at the grave if noi sooner.
When the hour of perting comes, it 18 2 blessing to face it with a clesr
conscisnce and with norremorse or regred over unhapny relationships and

nfinished duities.
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Seperation mey be profitable.

When Jesus wes sbout to leave His discivles the lsst time, He gnid, "It

igs expedient for you thait I g0 sway.' Vhen the eaglet grows foo large o
be mothersd, it is sxpedisnt for the mother %o force it out of ite nest 3o
finéd food for itself. The time comes in every 1ife when the individual
needs te be thrown oul uvpon his own responsibilifiesn.

Seperation may be hopsifvl.

When Feul left his brethren on the ssnds of the sez at Mileius, they were
very sorrowful, for he told them ®ithat ithey should see his fzce no more.t
But in the dim digstance there loomed a brighier day--one that geye promise
that they wounld mest sgain rever more o part.

It is unspeskably sad wher we give tp our loved ones jo reslize thet the
parting is finel, that thers nsver csn be 2 reunion, and thet the goodbys

is for both time and eternity. At euch times not one rey of lisht penstrstes
the dense derkness for those who sre without the hope ¢f the Gospsl.



