WITNESSES FOR CHRIST

®Bnt ve shall receive power upon the coming of the Holy Spirit upon you,
and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea,
and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth.® Acts 1:8.

These are almost the last recorded words which were specken by our Lord to
His disciples on the Mount of (Olives just before lHe ascended from the earth.
As was the case with His utterances, He went to the very heart of the mal-
ter here as He set forth the duty of every Christian. DBefore people can
becene witnesses for Christ, they must receive Hiwm as their personal Saviour
and they must receive the infilling of the Holy Spirit. Because Christ
wanted His disciples to become effective witnesses for Him, He spoke to
them about the power of the Holy Spirit which He coasidered to be an abso-
Ilute necessity.

There are two words in the Greek New Testament which are transiated "power.t
They are "exocugia" and "dunamis.® The former means authority amnd the latter
means abilityv. It is the latter that is used hers in ocur text, and is
means ability or strength. It is the word from which we get the term "dyna~
mite.® It is not power hidden in authority, but it is power expressed in -
action. It is comparable net with the power resident in the atom; but with
the power resolved from the atem. It is the power im the spiritual realm
compared with atomic power in the physical realm, The power mentioned in
our text is not the physical power of nature;, but the energized power of
the Holy Spirit --- a power resident in and reselved by the Holy Spirit.

HMan can never be the author of this power, but he can be the agent of it.

Nothing so awakens men's ambition as power. It is sweeter to him than bread
to the hmngry, sunrise to the benighted, or home te the wanderer. The great-
est need of every bern-again church member today is power from God. Our
churches have physical equipment, educational qualifications; ample organi-
zations, numerous plans and excellent programs, but they are lacking in
pewer. It is goed to have a beautiful buildimg, a thorough organization,

a cultured peeple and talented members, but it is far better to have the
power of the Holy Spirit in the lives of the church members., To all churech
members whom the Lord has saved, but who are lacking in spirituwal power,
Christ says, "But ye shall receive power upon the coming of ths Holy Spirit
upon you, and ye shall be witnesses unto me,® : i
The early Christians were aware of their lack of spiritual powsr. Christ
reminded them that it was only through pewer from on high that they would
be able to introduce lost sinners to the Saviour and to render acceptable
service for Him. It is interesting toc nete that He promised pewer te a
group that did not have any social standing, political prestige or finan-
cial force. Can't you picture the Lord Jesus standing there on the mountain
with more than usual brightness in His eyes, a wonderful halo about His
head, and that last look of tenderness and wonderful love as He promised
them: "¥e shall receive power.!

His promise of power is as applicable to us as it was to the apostles.
Even though this promise of our Lord has been fulfilled in the lives of
millions, it can still be fulfilled in our lives. The Holy Spirit comes
into our lives, cleanses us from sin, empowers us for spiritual tasks and
giides us in serviece.

It must be guite evident to anyone who reflects om it that the life of the
average Christian today is weak. To make it more pointed and personal, let
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me ask you some guestions, Do you have the viectory over sin that you

should have? Are you liviang a triamphant life? Surely, every cne ef us

is conscious of shortcemings, weaknesses and failures. Power is a, conscious
need of all of us.,

What is the purpose of the power which Christ here promised? It is very
definite and clear, namely, "Ye shall be witnesses.® It is not only our
privilege to know Christ as our Saviour, but alsec to tell others about Him,
One reason why God has given us the pewer of speech is that we might be
witnesses for our Lord. Certainly the faculty of speech is never more
-nobly exercised than when in one way or another we are bearing witnéss to
our relatioaship with Christ. If a person does not have the desire and
the inclinagtion to tell others what Christ has done for him, it is a cer-
tainty that the Lord does not mean much to him.

What is a witness? A witness is a persen who has seen something, who has
heard something, who has experienced scomething, who knows something, and
whe is willing te tell what he knows. 4 witness is one who tells what he
himself has seen, has heard or has experienced. When one speaks out of a
first-hand experience people will listen, A witness for Christ is one
who has had a very definite amd persomal experience with Him in salvation,
and then tells another what he knows about the Saviour with a view te win-
ning him te a saving knowledge of Him also. Those early Christians
simply teld the story of what Christ had done for them; they bore a per-
sonal witness te an experience. )

Those early witnesses feor Christ in Jerusalem; who introduced so many to
the Saviour, were just ordinary, everyday men and women, They knew Christ
as their Saviour, and loved Him because He had saved them., They had underw
gone a spiritual purging. They had walked with the Lord, talked with Him
and lived in the closest fellowship with Him. These Spirit-possessed and
Spirit-led men and women had been cleansed of their selfish ambition for
place and preferment, cleansed of their resentments, self-prightecus pride
and corippling fears.

During the first three centuries of the Christian era the churches had
simple erganizations, few buildings and small financial resources, Their
members were unpopular and persecumted. Nevertheless, the gospel of Christ
was propagated with remarkable success aznd the number of Chrigtians in-
creased rapidly. The chief reason for this was the fact that every
Christian witnessed to the loest and sought to win them to faith in Christ.

It is the will of our Lord that every believer in Christ shall be a wit-
ness for Him. He does not want a single drone in His family, whe does
nothing about winning others to a saving knowledge of Christ. If you have
a personal knowledge of Christ and a genuine love for Him, yvou will cer-
tainly strive to win others to Him. The Dead Sea, where the waters are
bitter because they de not have an ountlet;, is a warning te all who would
keep their experiences with the Lord to themselves and fail te make any
effort toe share them. Every church should be a scciety of faithful wit-
nesses for Christ. Of all the weaknesses that church members have today,
I believe they are the weakest imn this realm of witnessing for Christ.

If a man has a good thing ©o sell, he will let the public know it, With-
out any hesitation he will proclaim iis merits. He will try his best teo
persuade people that they need it and will never be happy until they get it.
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If you are a child of God, you have the best thing in the world, salvation
through the Lord Jesus Christ. You have what everybody needs, so you are
under an obligation to offer it to them. Regardless of what others may do
with Christ, vou are responsible to witness to them for Him., If you should
have the remedy for some disease, it would be criminal for you to withhold
that knewledge from others. What would you think of a doctor, if he should
discever a sure cure for cancer and then keep that knowledge to himself?
Since yvouw, as a Christian, have the cure for all the ills of the soul; which
is something that everybody needs, it is a terrible sin for you te remain
silent about it. The depth of your experience of grace in Christ may be
measured accurately by your ability or inability to remain guiet abeut it.
Vocal and aggressive Communists certainly put professing and silent Christians
to shame., Are you witnessing for Christ to those who do not know Him as
Saviour? ) ' -

What kind of persons ought witnesses fer Christ to be? They should know
Christ as their perseonal Saviour and be living in accordance with His will,
You do not have to sit in a court room very long until you learn that the
influence which onet!s testimony has with the jury, if it is a self-respecting
and honorable jury, depends largely upon the character of the witmess., That
is doubly true in the religicus realm. The influence that your testimeny

is going to have on others will depend very largely upon your Christian
character. Henry Drummond was correct when he said, "The best evidence of
Christianity is a Christian.¥®

How can you expect others to receive Christ as their Saviour unless your
life provides evidence of what you claim that He cam do for a personi Is
your 1life a real testimony for Christ? Do you follew yeur prayers with
actien? Repeatedly at family devotiens a prayimg father asked God te provide
for some poverty-stricken neighbors. One morning, after the father had
finished his usual prayer, his little son piped up and said, %Daddy, if I
had your piles off cerm, I'd answer your prayers myself.® It is a good thing
to pray for cthers, but one should follow his prayers with service. Doubt-
less, during our revival meeting, you will hear brethren pray for the sal-
vation of the lost, but unless these brethren ge and witness persomally teo
the ones for whom they pray publicly their prayers will be a farce.

Neither the Lord nor right-thinking people have any respect for such down-
right hypocrisy. People are saved when Christiamns lovingly witness to

them and they receive Christ as their Saviour, but they are not going to

be saved simply because somebody stands up in a revival service and asks

the Lerd to save them and then refuses to wiltness to them persomnally. Are
vou willing to witness for Christ? If se, the Hely Spirit will give you

the ability to do se effectively. _



