Paul

A CHEVRCE CONFERENCE
Acts 21:17-26

was returning from his third missionary jourasy. He had hoped to be in Jerusalem by

the time of the snnmsl Fenst of ithe Jews. . His first act upon srriving was to heve z mest-
ing with the officisls of the church end respori his struggles and successes to them. ¥uech
prejudice had sprung up since he had been awey, and he found them with closed minds. I%
bacams 2 dynamic meeting.

I.

Iv.

A Hearty Recsption.

“Ths brethren received us gladly." vVerse 17. They claimed to be delighted to see
him, yet they bitterly criticized him. It reminds us of ome on whom 2 neighbor cslls,
“he hostess is very polite znd courteous. VWhen a guest leaves the hositess is very
profuse in compliments and expressions of joy and begs the gusst not to go so sodm
and plesse coms beck, FRut the guest has no sooner depsrted then the hostess turns
around with & snser, and says, "I thoughi she never would leave. Thsat woman bores

me nearly to death.’ It also reminds one of some peorle who iell ihe pasior how much
they enjoyed the sermen when they were not the lesst interested or were crifical.

They wirtually said, "You ars & great fellow, bub you will do to watch.® "¥We love

:{ "

vou, but we would like o see you in jail.? HYou have been very successful, bub you
ere £ heretic.! These seem to be some of the compliments they paid him. :

A Heartenling Eepori.

#He declesred perticuisrly what things God had wrought smong the Gentiles by his min~
istry." TVerse 19. He geve & detailed account of whet God had wrought and not whet
ke had dons. '

He mpognified hies vicihories and said nethino ¢f his hardshivs. Some peoplie buni for
ugly things to report, but not Paul. ome teke delight in renortlmg their opposition,
tut Paul forgod his in the joy of his wlvtorleso

He brought some of his converts with him. s also brought offerings from some of his
Centile converis %0 help the oppressed Jewish Christians in Jerusalem. The church
corneil seemed willing 0 receive the offerings but not willing to receive his (Geniile
converis.

A Hzpoy HResponss.
_né wher they heard i%, they glorified the Lord." Verse 20z. His report made them
ige the Tord. This is & noteble compliment to Paunl. It is & pity when ons trzes

te take all of the crsdit away from the Lord. BReports of our work should give the
rraise t0 God and not seek praise for ourselves.

Testimonies of F-é‘s wiinesses should bes true to the facts. It is not necessary o
ts beyond the reaslm of truth.

A Hermful Enmer,

Verses 20b-26. Imring the months of Peaul's ebsence from Jeruselem, false rumors about
him snd his message had spresd widely. Uvon his return, Paul hed expected o mest

bitter oppositicn and to suffer guch persscution, for he had been warned many iimes
of these things, but 1ittle 4id he expect to find them within the circle of the church
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ot Jerussliem. Hisg brethren in the church thers had sent him out and should heve
rejoiced most in his victories, but they becams like the so-called friends of Job
Thig kind of criticism culs more deeply than thet from open foes,

critics were scivated by false reports, which they helped to peddle. The

2t he had been vrasching to the Centiles, had been recelving their corverts,
broken down Jaewish itrsditions ceused him to be regerded by the Christlan Jews
sescher and 2 compromiser of the truth. Fews of Paulls work among the
had 8o inflamed these Christian Jews thai they beceme suepicions of him and
They were willing to prsach the gospel to sll men, but they were LﬁWlllan
Centile'con verts. They wers Christisn in heart but Jews in head. They r
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to squere himself with their traditions, but they were not willing to
eir treditions with the will of God. 'This is s current wesknsss among the
Teerle of every genersziion. Many try to meke the Bitle fit their conduct rather than
to sguars their comduct to fit the Bible.
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Tt is inbteresting to notice their courss of sction. CTheir approach was mild, for they
called him "brother.® Fut, their proposel wes & viritual command=—-"Do therefore this
thet we ssy to thes.® Imagine the leaders in the church telling the mighty Aposile
what he must de

A PREACHER IN TROUBLE

sots 21:27-40 ) e

¥

This chapter presents radicsl and exitreme condiitioms. The first part of it pictures Paul
in the hands of friends who were willine to die for him. The last pert of the chapter pice
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reg khim in the hends of enemies who were willing %o kill him. There is love 2nd hate in

sharp contrest. There i confidence znd suspicion fecing esch other. The difference be—
twesn them is lorgely = lack of understsznding.

I.

How Bifferencss Arise.
1. Py misundsrstanding.

First, they were confused sbout who Peul was. TVerse 38. They thought that he
was an Feyvpiian who was the leader of a murdercus band and therefore & dangerous
men. Then they were confused aboul what he tauvght. Verse 22. They thought he
was a fres-lsncs, tesching perverse docitrines snd, therefore, wes s herstic who
needad 1o be silenced. They were slso confused aboui what Peul was doing. Verss
30, They thought he had come to wreck snd despoil the people, the temple and
their religion, and, therefore, nesded to be imprisoned and punish eé

2. By false repcoris.
They had heard many wild reports about Paul end his work smong the Gentlles. As
these reporis spresd they grew and they fired the Jews with hate and prejudice.
If they hed Jnown only the facts, conditions would have been different.

3. By nrejuvdice.
The Jews wers neiurally a prajudiced pecple. They tried to get a2 monopely on
GCod, on religion, and on heaven. Whoever shared these with them was regerded as
their enemy. ‘There is nothing so poisonous zs religious prejudice.

L, By half truths.
The besrers of bad news usually base their reporis on haif truths. There is
usually enough fact to make the fzllacy look regl. Such half iruths sre some-
times worse than whole lies. .



IT. How Differences May Be Amended.

1. By each heving a right spirit.
There can be no adjusiment of differences until those invelved went to know the
facts, and until each one wents %o do right and be right. So long as there is
2 desire to have cnels way et any cost, ithere can e no adjusiment of differences.

2. By esch being willing to mske concegsions.
These do not reguire the surrender of principles, tut of policies. Thev do not
involve essentlal things but nonessentisls. Most differences have arisen from
nonessentisl things. -

3. By esch understendins the other. :
If these critics of FPesul hed only known Paul better, if they hed had s fullser
knowledge of his spirit, his nurroaes, and his loyalty, there would have been
no differences betwesn them.

b, By sech fulfilling his pledges.
A group of Jews made z covement with Paul, dbut they failsd $o keep their pledge,
a2t least thelr fellows vioclated 1% for them: Paul made a2 concession in heving
his head shaved, 2nd in performing certain ritualistic ceremonies which he had
preached were useless and worthless, Yet he sgreed to do them for the sake of
reace since no principles were invelved. After he had nmede this concession, they
still gdisbelieved him. They ceused his arrest and weni about to ¥ill him. Thers
was 2 lack of ccnsisteﬁcy. Thers can be no pesce uerE there is congistsncy.

Paulls detsrminstion to gzo to Ie“vaalﬁm had lsé him into the net of Romen lsw. Things
locked bad for him. Hvervihing was sgsinst him except God and his conscience.

Paul was 2 men with 2 prison record. Meny times he had besn impriscned; however, his record
wss not one of sheme but one of honor. Thers is no shame when an innccent men is imprisonsd
cr when he is incercersted for the seke of honer end his convictions. Peul turned the
rrisons of Asiszs Mineor intc sanctuariss. Tor him they becems ithe vestibule of hesven,

Paul often boasted of his citizenship. Three things conirivuted to it--his Jewish rsligion,
his Romen allsgisnce snd his Greek culiurs. He wes fipelly killed by the lavw he defended,

and sescrificed for his devoiion %o his religious comvictiens, but he went 4o his death
calmly as o Chrisitisn should.

Perl showed how g prescher should behave when he is under fire. He refused to lose self-
rosgession or to bs discourteous to his oppresscors. He never lost sig ht of hisg mission in
the world. Vhen given an opportunity to spesk, he never used the time defending himself,
critieizing bhis enemies, nor sitacking constiituted suthority nor aleau1n« for mercy. He
used the time in exslting Christ.



