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THE DAYS 0F PEEPARATION {econtinued

bote 1:1-26.

The Forty Days. Acts 1:i-8.
The assension o Christ. Aets 1:9-11.
They Bays of Weiting, Acts 1:l2-14,

Leting in zimple obedisnce to the will of Chreist, and confident of His vwrotection,
they %eturm@d Prom Mount Olivet to Jerusslem 1nﬁ0 the midst of those who had shed
Hs blood, He defended them znd enmabled them to fulfill His will be making
known His gospel to those who had come up to the feast.

By their return o Jermsslem they displayed obediemce to Christ; ¥Who had com-
mended them to terry st Jerusslem until they should Peceive the promise of thelr
Father. They elso showed s Fesrless faith, becouce ee?uealem,vPﬁ the home of
those who Mnsuhted persecuted, btoriured, and murdercd thelr Master, It was
nobly coursgecus, %erezmreg for them to hold their first meeting there, now
thet their grest Protector and Iord had left them,

When they srrived in Jerusslem, they went up into the upper room. In 832
probability this upper room wes, the place where our Ierd had eaten the Paszover,
where He had deparied to Gethsemene. This room wes Tell of hallowed memories,
end going there was the most nstural thing for them te de. They had sufferad

2 grest shoek in the loss of Christ., The rabble of the straet wes out of
keeving with their spirit; so they aaugb+ the shelter of seclusion. That is
where men go in trowble, in sorrow, snd in distress. It wasz the most besutiful
and the most Ilmportant thing which they mlwht have done,

is voper room wes symbolic of solitude. The guiet place has heen & most
immorisnt nlace in 1life; grest sculs are mede there; greal vislons ars seen there;
great bettles are won thers. It was also symbolie e? cotTage, <ne culst place
iz vhere men covragecusly Tace themselves, end desl ummercifully with their feults.
It was sywbolic with the secret forces of power.. There they could iap the springs
of inexhsustible rescurces of strength snd power. There they found comfort for

their sorrows, strength for their wealmesses, assurance Llor their doubls, and 1
light for their dsrimess. It wes the symbol of unity. They were tome+hera
The; prayed themselves together. That is the best way bo ge+ together—w—lar
better then srgument. The place wss sheken, and no wonder, hecause auch unity
would shake sny placs.

We sre impressed with this assenbly of Christisn
an attitude of espectancy, and they were clingin
nelieving and loving fellowshin,.

sns bhecanse 811 W
ing to their abgew

Sad to say, there sre those who look upon & prayer mesting 28 o foolisgh waste
af time. The failvre te have =n wpper room and to weit in that upper room e~
nlzins the weskness of meny churches today. When preyer ends, DOWET Ce828S,
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Thoss who were nresent at thet memorable nrayer mesling were g noteble company. They
included the eleven Apostles, ths vomen, Mery the Mobther of Jesnz, and the brethren

r Iord. Ultinmetely & hundred and twenty atiended thet prayer nmesting.

In the circle of thatprayer growp we
worshippers. When the writer mentl =)

dropped forever wpon Mary, and all her subsequent histery ls invelved in cbscurity.
We do not know, when, or where, or how she died., This silence must be painful for
those who worship her sz God.

Mery weag 2 good woman, bub not without sin. She wes highly honered, but was never

to be worshivped, Che suffered sw others suffer. She repented of sins as others
repent, She nrayed es others pray. She died as others die, and her body returned to
dogt, as other bodisz do, and she will be raised in the end se others are. She is

not different from any other belisver., She was faithful to her duby; she asked no
favors,; nor was she zranted any, God was no more real to her then e was to the others.
Te ask her help in prayer is the sheerest folly; Christ will heer us zs guickly =s

Hs would Mery. She is & worshipper, and not to be worshipped.

)

We must note the spirit of this prayer meeding. They were not only asssmbled together
in the seme place, and for the seme purpose, but there was also a wonderf gpirit
of waity smeng them. They agreed in the blessings they sought, and in the mode of
aeekihg them. A common desire ruled them all, "These 811 continued with one accord
in prayer and swpplication.” ‘They were together in purpose as well as In the place
of assembly. That was  merk of the esrly disciples of Christ at all times, and an
exsmple for the discivles of Christ through 11 sges. Their persons, velces, hearts,
and hopes were united. There was united, believing, perservering prayer.
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The Complation of The Apostolate. Acts 1:15-26

One hundrad and twenty persons were present in that wpper rocm. Peter zrose and spoke
to them, Tn bhis remarks he celled asttention to the terrible fate of Judss Igcariotb.
Tn the mildest miterance imagineble he referred to Judes sg the one "who was guide

te  them that took Jesus." This terrible end of Judss wes in accordence with the
predictions of seripture. It was an awful and an overvhelming catsstrophe; but it

was not anfloressen,

Poter's statement concerning Judas to the effeet that "he was mumbered with us®
indiestes thet Judes was & mere name on The roils Pe was numbered with the Apostles.
Tn like manner church rolls today are burdened with the mere names of those who

are mmbsred with us, but who have no intersst in the Lord's work. Judes geve his
name without his heart, his sympethy, his cherseber, or kis help, His nems nadded
the roll, snd became a 1isbility instead of an asset. His enamies conld herdly
helieve that ke wes one of the disciples, becsuse he did not act like them. He was
one of their number, but hs proved such a disappoiniment thet alil the reat were. ef-
brrraased by the fzot that he wes numbered with them.

There i 5 sharn sombrast belween what Jodss beceme snd what he mizht hawe been.

Ho one can exeu
that ig

carried grea
hends, but he used it for

]

ies, but he refused to besr them. TPower wWas placed in his
eatyuetion. He ig mocked by the wreck he made of his life,




How greasbt was the f811 of Judss ! Judas went end hanged himself, snd sfter 2z time the
rope broke and %e “ell from that grest height with sveh viclence That "He burst asune
der in the midst, Whet a striking retribubtion !t The v t of ground, which was
rurchazed st the vrice of blood, was sirewn with bhis e dyed with Wds
gora, The fast that his hody wag deshed to pleses on ad bheen pure
‘chased with the money for which he had sol
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& Y o
s01d the Son of Cod to B0 yxclacisb;mw death
ned 2 significence so terrible thot it meds the spob memoresble for all time.

Poter oroceedsd to interpret the present by the seripturss of the pasi, He guoted
from Pealm £9:25 and Pselm 109:8, and distiﬁcﬁly'aase?tﬁd that David wrote these
thingg concerning Judas,

The Belsction of Matthias As Apostle

Verses 21 %o 26 chwonicls thelr first mesting for the trensaction of mere business,
e t we note ceritain things:

£
and from this inciden

(2} The church members had an important duty to merferm. Each of the hundred and
twenty meumbers ass _bleF had 2 duty to perform in thet meeting. They were
responsibls for exercising thelr best. guugmeﬁi in the S@l@ctioﬂ el cendidstes,
Hote that these candidates were not selected ly the eleven, buwb by the entire
groun of dlisgeiples assembled there,

{3} They were competent to transszet the business. These one hundred and twenty
aought no counsel from anmy grown of mem xiernal to ithemselves, nor would they

o
have received any dietation from sny versen or soclety ou side, however dignmified
in suthority. The swthorily of a churc ig in ite

n to trensaet its own businessg
salf, inspired and guided by Christ, itz B -

s hembars, For vebious ressons

{4) Tne mesting was presided over by the *Eﬂest £ i%
Peter wag the most compstent men to supervi the work st hand. Mg conduct
Weved thet he was the man to direct the affaiye'sa thet pertloular cccszion.
Poter nafhtained thet the new spostle should be seleeted from those who were
mogt intimete with Christe-cne whe hed been zssocioted with Christ during the
whole of His public ministry, which ministry begen with His bepilsm et the hands
of John =nd termineted with Fis sscension. In cther words, knowledge and feith-
frlness werse the twe guelities that were abeclutsly nedessary. The ons to be
chosen muet necesgerily have been with Christ during Hle public ministry and have
shown bile stesdfssinsss as he follower of “hrist., The cubstanding fact In the
1ife of Christ t h h be: 8 e We resurrection
from the dead, th e the diwine declsaration
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of His Sonsghin, and th

dezth.
53 The mesting was cherac 8

Their wnited pray ing e

"Thew, Lord, which kmowe: of syper indd

strong desire to have thelr coh o b weice of thel

said, "Show whether of these fwo thoew hast chosen The meaning of thely prayser

wes, "thy choles shsll bs omrs. W deszire only to wote Tor him vhom thou

hast ordained for the office. Thy will be done.”™ Thaet is the spirit of 211 true

praver,
Matthias was the lord's choice, and he wss nened to take the place of Judas, There-
by completing the spostolic circle. 411 that we know shout Matihiss is thet he was
g digeinie of Christ, snd = constent attendsnt on Hls trevels and ninistry from iis
commencement to His %sce@ ion, According to Wleephoruz, he preached the gospel and
later suffered mertyrdom in EBthiopis. As io the correctness of this statement we

are

mnable o statse,




