GOD'S EMARCIPATION PROCIAMATION

"Be it known unto you therefore, men and brethren, that through this man is preached umte
you the forgivemess of sins: 4&nd by him all thei believe are Justified from all things,
from which ye could not be qutified by the law of Moses." Acts 132:38-39,

Sin is not a popular word tedzy. Feople talk about comnlexes, inhibitions, repressions
‘and rationalizetion, They are nice, long technicsl words, bat it is betiter to spell them
quite simply, just s-i-n. Sin iz anything that comes between God and me, breaking our
fellowship. Or, it is anything that comes between somsbody else and me, breaking fellowship.
Sin may be either falling teo do what one kuows te be fodlg will, or refusing to do it.

Sin may be simply omitting to do fodls will. In +he gosvel story of the marriage feast,
that man was expelled from the fesst, not for arything he had done, but just because he

had failed to put on the wedding germent, The bavrren Fig tree was eursed, not because

it had a great mumber of leaves om it, but beeause it did not bear fruit.

Some people would have us to believe that sin no Ionger exists. On this subject God's
Word says, "For all have sinmed, snd come shert of the glory of God" (Romans 3:23),
Therefore, all share in the need of forgiveness. _

Until onme has the consciomsmess of sip, he will never realize his need of forgiveness.
There is a woeful lack of ths sense of sin todey. Dr. Alexander Whyte once told tkhe
members of his very aristocratic congregation in Edinburgh that they had every viriwme,
excepl the sense of sin. However, the sense of sin is keenest in the most Christlike
people. It is the most hely who feel most acutely their wrverthiness and their need of

- forgiveness, There are various verses in the Fealms blotted with the tears of the saints
and broken with their sobs. It was Isaish who eried, "iee is mey for I =m undohe."™ At
the end of his leng life of devotion to Christ, John said, "If we sey that we have no
sin we deceive ourselves,." A4s we look inte eur own hearts we see opportunities misged,
duties neglected and the good which we have tried to o smeared with selfishness.

From our text we learn four things sbout God's Emencipation Proclamation:
I.. Its Subjects.

"Be it knowa unto you therefore, men and brethren, that through this man is preached
unte you the forgiveness of sins: And by him all that believe are justified from
all things, from which ye could not be justified by the law of Moses® (Acts 13:38-39).

Who are the subjects of God's grace and mercy? Whe are the subjects of His offer

of salvation? For whom did the lord Jesus Christ die on Galvary's cross? Iet the

Word ef God answer., ™For God se loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Som,
that whoscever believeth in him should net perish, but have everlasting life¥ (John 3:16).
fdnd he is the vpropitiastion for our sins: and not for ours only, but alse for the

sins of the whole world" (I John 2:2). The subjects of this emancipation preclamation
are men, women, boys and girls of every coler, condition and clime—all who need the
forgiveness of sins, and to that there is no exception amomg the souls of men. God
commands His children to proclaim to simmers everywhere the glerious gosvel of the
fergiveness of sin,

I¥, Tts Soarce,

The source of this proclamation is God, the Ged who created you, the God who is pre-
serving you, the God against whem you have simned, the Ged who loves you, the Ged

who wants you to be saved snd who alone can and will save you. The source of salvation
is not an ordimance, a church or a denomination. It is solely and entirely Through

the Iord Jesus Christ. "Be it known umto you therefore, men and brethren, that through
this man is preached wnte you the forgiveness of sins.*



-2 -

Being a sinner, and because I am surrounded by others who, like myself, are sinners,

I must needs either believe in the forgiveness of sins, or else resign myself to despeir
and abandon all hope for the human race at large. Unless sin can be forgiven, we

need net lock te God for sceeptance,

11T, TIts Substance.

What is the substance of this proclemation? Whet does it offer? What does it carry
with it? What do people receive when they aceent it? "Be it known unto you therefore,
men and brethren, that threugh this mzn is preaﬁhed anto yeu the forgiveness of sins:
&nd by him all that believe are justified from £11 things, from which ye could neot

be justified by the law of Moses® (Acts 13:38-39).

"Be it known unte you" is God's announcement. This proclamation is scmething to be
known, not something to be fell or experienced, but something te be known by us because
God has declared it., What is to be lkmown? "That through this men," that is, throungh
Christ, the blessing of fergiveness is available. No other person is great smeough

to obtain this blessing of forgiveness or salvation and give it to us. ¥o words ecan
express this fact toe stromgly. Through Him this blessing eomes, snd Him alone.

It does not come by works which we have done or may do. It is net through the shedding
of bitter tears., It is not by earnest prayers which we have uttered. It is not threugh
agonizing feelings which we have kunown. It is not through lomg penances whieh people
perform. It is not obtained by beptism or the lord's Supper. It is noet by any or

all of these, but by Him all that believe are justified from 21l things.® In Christ
alone "we have redemption through Fis bleod, the forgiveness of sins accerdlng to

the riches of His grace.”

IVQ_ Its Simplicity.

Its conditions are sc elear, so definite and so simple. In order to press upon your
heart the clear and free offer of salvation, God repeats. Adequate provision has
been made by Christ Jesus to meet your need. This divine forgiveness is available
"through the redemption that is in Christ Jesws.” He "made peace through the bloed
of His cross,.” _

The forgiveness of sins is vitally cennected with the atonement of Christ. Through

the atoning work of the Savicur, "God was in Christ, recconeiling the world unto himself,
not imputing their trespasses wnio them., If you have difficnlty in believing the
mystery of the atonement, let me urge you never ic give wp the fact of it because

you de not understand some theory about it. Mr. Balfour once made z helpful remark
about the atonement, He said, *If it were not too vast for ouwr imtellectual comprehension,
it would be too rarrow for our spirituval need.®? That is = sublime statement indeed.
Christ "bore our sins in his ocwn body on the trese." There He toock my place and died

in my stead, "the just for the unjust.® He suffered the curse for me. ¥en do know

the forgiveness of sins when they rest in the finished work ef the crucified Christ.

He blots out their iniquities. It is wholly on account of whe He is and what He has
done that saivetion is experienced by vou.

Christ offered Himself as a viearious saerifice for simmers, and has thereby reconciled
us by the blood of His cress and given us pardon, peace and power.

"Bpon a life I do net live,

Upon & death T did not dis

On ancther's 1life, znotheri!s death
I steke my whole eternity.™
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Christfs atonement is the sele grourd of pardon. Ood forgives us om account of what
Christ has done for us. The astonement of Christ is the only sufficient reason for
God's forgiving the guilty.

BBe it known unto you therefore, men and brethren, that through this man is preached
unto you the forgiveness of simss and by him a1l that believe (that is the condition)
are justified from all things, from which ye could rot be justified by the law of Moses.”
"A11 that believe! take thelr place as gulity sinners before God, owning that they

have no goodness, or merit, or title at all, ire you among those who believe or Christ?
Bo you say, "Bat my faith is so weak?" Well, thal is sot the important thing; rather,
it is a matter of your faith being in the right person., Seomeone said to an aged woman
who enjoyed perfect peace, "Oh! bult you are & woman of such grest faith." "No," she
responded, "I em a woman of little faith, but I have a grest Savieur.® It is not the
amount of faith, but the person ir whom you believe, that is so important.

"By him all that believe are justified from a1l things." They are justified now, and
they are privileged to know it on the authority of the Word of God. What is it to

be justified? I is to be accounbed righteous by Ged. He reckoms every believer in
Christ clear of every charge im His sight, and He is just in doimg thils, because all
the righteous claims of His throne have found their full answer at the cross. Nothing
remains to be settled, for everything has been fully and eternally settled at the
CTross.

Jastification by faith is the very heart of this message. Salvation is the complete
forgiveness of all sim. There sre no limits to its benefits. It is the greatest
bepefit that God c¢an bestow uwpon sinful man. This justification is from the sins of
the past, the present and the future.

If you will be one to believe em the lord Jesus Christ as your personal Saviour, you
will then and there be justified from all things and be set free te serve God wmtil
the Iord calls you to meet Him and to be with Him ferever.



