A MOMENTOUS INTERVIEW
Aets 10:17-33

When Peter awcke from his trance, he was in a state of doubt as to the real meaning of

the vision whieh he had just seen. It is interesting to note that God appeared to Gornelius
and Peter in a vision. In the case of Cornelius, it was given to assure him that his
prayers were heard and to direct him as to what he should do., In the case of Peter, it

was givern as & softenipg-up process to get him in a state of resdiness to receive the
servants of Cernelius by the time they arrived on the scene. Again the Iord was working

at both ends of the line. '

4t the very time that Peter was confused as to the meaning of the message from heaven,
the three servants were knocking at Simon's gate, inguiring for Simon Peter. And still
Peter was in doubt. Just then the Holy Spirit said wnto him, "Behold, three men seek
thee. Arise, therefore, and gel thee down snd go with them, doubting nothing: for I have
sent them," A%t last the light broke, and Peter saw clearly what he should do., He was
told how meny men were at the door seeking him. He was told to go with those men "doubt-
ing nothipg.” But why should he go "doubting nothing"? "For I have sent them," The
same Holy Spirit who was now sending Simon Peter was the One respomsible for having sent
the three men to him. What a merciful and umderstanding Guide is He!

Peter intreduced himself to the men saying, "Behold, I am he whe ye seek." OFf that much
Peter was certain. Then he asked the men the reason for their journsy, ™What iz the
cause wherefore ye are come?® Peter here resembled the prophet Jonsh in stalling for
time, And after they had given him a detailed account of the mission, Peter invited
them to lodze with him until the morrow, when together they would return to the house
off Corneliuns, . _

Peter is here passively submissive, to say the least. In spite of everything he had
heard and seen, he was still reluctent to have any dealings with the pagan Gentiles.
But God's Spirit had commanded him to reply, "doubting nothing," and, with those words
ringing in his ears, he consented to go. :

In anticipation of their arrival, Corneliums had gathered together his relatives and friends
in his house to hear Peter. As Peter was approaching, Cornelius was so grateful to him
for coming that, in his enthusizsm, he fell down at his feet in the spirit of adoration.
Peter was moved deeply with this extraordinary reception, but he confessed that after all
bhe was only a man, and, thersfore, not to be adored or worshiped, Cornelius then escorted
him into the room where many wers awaiting their arrival, What were Peter's first words
to that group? He frankly told them of his former prejudices towerd the Gentiles, and
then added that "God hath showed me that I should mct call any men common or unclesn.”

Peter next asked that they tell him the reagon they had sent for him., UFor what intent
have you sent for me?" Cornelius then recited the whole story and finally concluded with
these werds, recorded in ve¥se 33, "Now therefore are we all here present before God, to
hear all things that are commended thee of God,"

This text portrays for us a model service. There is something urmsuel in it, namely,
thet before the preacher began his sermon the andience could ssy to him: "We sre all here
present,” That was a good thing te ssy. It must have been an imspiration to Peter, as
it certainly would be if spoken today by a congregation to a preacher.

i. A Model Congregation.
1. It wa:s‘ & punctual congregation,

When Peter arrived all were present, To each of them the first of the service
was of highest importance. One of the embarrassing features to rightly taught
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and cultured pecple is the lack of punectuality on the part of memy who attend
church services in these days. Some people are always late. Whether they are
late to the services on aceount of laziness, slowness or in order that they might
be seen, they not only miss a part of the services, but they disturb those lead-
ing in the worship and others who are present on time. In many cases it is a
mere habit, but to say the least it is a bad one end is a reflection on those

~who are guilty. Moreover, it is a habit which can be overcome with a very little

effort,

It was a reverent congregatien. :

Its members did not meet in a frivelous spirit. They were not afraid of God
but they held Hlm in awe. There was no whispering and talking in that congre-
gation. Well might we pray that those coming into our midst might be chermed
and won by a beautiful reverence on our part.

It was sn attentive congregatien.

They regarded the Apostle as God's spokesman and they were ready to hear what he
had to say. They had assembled for the specific purpose of hearing God's megsage
through His servent. Many motives influence attendance upon religioms services
nowadays. Some are present to see, some Yo be seen, some to eritieize, some to
while away the time, some to be with others, some from habit, some from curiosity,
and. some to worship God and to learn His will.

It was a praying comgregation.

Prayer was & reguler function with them. They did mot lcok upon prayer as a
duty to be performed in a perfunctery manner. They comsidered prayer a matter
of tremendous importance, Their prayers were not gemeralizations or vain repeti-
tions. Instead, they were definite and pointed., They wanted a preacher to come
and gulde them in the truth, so they prayed for what they wanted and got it.

It was a truth-seeking congregation.

They were willing to put forth am effort to get the truth, God directed them to
send for Peter. Immediately they dispatched messengers to bring him, When Peter
arrived he inguired, "For what intent have ye sent for me?" They did not send
for him because he possessed a grand personslity, had a ready flow of words, had
abllity to attract crowds, or was & good mixer. They invited him to come to
them becense they wanted to know the whole counsel of Ged. Their minds were
untrammelled by prejudices snd unbiased by dogmas., They were prepared te aceept
whatever God might command them throwgh His servant.

It was a witnessing congregatien. _

While they were waiting for the arrival of Peter, Cormelius called together his
relatives and witnessed to them. Empiy churches are tragedies, and are due to¢
a lack of witnessing to neighbors and friends. Here is where one's Christian
duty begins. One who will not witness to his neighbors will not witness abroad,

It was a liberal congregation,

They knew nothing about Christian giving, but they gave "much alms." They were
not blind to the poverty and distress about them, nor d4id they turn deaf ears
to the calls for help. Their giving was not just emough to say that they hed
responded, but they gave ™"much." There are some liberal givers in every geod

congregatien,

A ¥odel Prescher.

1.

A praying preacher.
There is no power apart from prayer to God.
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2. A preacher with 2 world vision. :
He became such a prescher through prayer. Before he prayed he was a Jew with a
message for the Jews. Through prayer and fasting God was preparing him by a
vigion for a call to a foreign field. God broke down his prejudice and self-
interest and he willingly said, "Speak for Thy servant heareth.?

God's will became his will, He was ready to ge wherever God might lead hin,
He cared nothing about criticism so long as He had God's approval.

3. A preacher of the Word of God,
He began to tell them of the "Word which God semt.,® He did not have any time to
entertain seekers after the truwth with travelogues or tales of Jewish customs.
Their souls were hungry for God's truth and he fed them. It is the task of the
preacher to throw the lifeline to the shipwrecked and te feed and warm those who
have been saved from shipureck,

A true minister of the CGospel of Christ has & threefold ministry te perform.,

(1) The ministry of thinking.
The force of this eontention will probebly be granted by all, but if a men i=s to
think he must have time ir which to do it., He hag fto sift the dust-hesp of
opinion., He has to spend his intellectusl strength in gathering memma fer his
people, snd the church that denies its minister the necesgsary time for this werk
is, ir the lomg run, itself the loser. The minister whe wanders restlessly frem

house to house is at one and the same time robbing the church and himself. Nothing

in the world worth possessing is easily obtained. The man who seeks knowledge
mast be willing to give mental sweat; the man who seeks wealth mmst be prepared
to” "live laborious days"; and the men who secks power must be ready to sacrifice
ease, '

(2) The ministry ef spsaking.
It is by free speech that free thought is kept alive. If you muzzle the one,you
kill the other. It is essentisl that we should enjoy the fullest liberty im
which teo tell out the whele measage of God.

(3) The ministry of aeting. ,
: Creed and deed must go together. This is the only orithodexy that is ef any value.

One great question we should agk ourselves is, Does my religion mske me any better?

This is the real temt to spply. Character is the greatest evangelistic agency.
it is vhat we are that teills,

A Model Message.

l, Tt is & message for all,
"I perceive that God is mo respecter of persons." This message is suited to
the needs of all. All need it, and what a responsibility we have to proclaim it.

2. It is & message of salvatien.
It centers in Christ, "Whosoevér believeth in Him shall receive the remission
of &ins,® It is the only messagé men need, and the only message that ean bring
galvation to any. We need to sound forth this message. "Neither is there sal-
vetion in eny other: for there iz none other neme under heaven given among men,
whereby we mast be saved." What if people do not hear of that nsme?

3. It is a messsge that ealls for cbedience.
He so proclaimed this message that the saved were led into the path of cbedience

end happy service.
Model Results,
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1. The outpouring of the Holy Spirit in mighty pewer.
This brings comvietion to Christians who are remiss in their duties and meglectful
of their spiritual opportunities. Following this they went to witnessing and

proved that they were right before God. Then the Holy Spirit began to work among
the lest.

2, The public profession of faith in Christ as Saviewr.
3. The baptism of the saved as a witness to others,

When these things take place the saints are refreshed, simmers are saved, the church
is blessed, and the Iord is glorified. We may have these results if we desire them

enough to pay the price for them,



