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The ZEnduement Dy the Holy Spirit.

The holdnsss which is mentioned here wes Holy Spirii boldaess. It cams s8 z result
of being filled with the Holy 8virit. Verse 8. Formerly, Peter wes o very timid men.
On the very eve of the crucifixion, he had cowardly denied his Lord three times. :
Holy Spirit is the explenstion of the difference in his life befors and affer Pentecost.
Ho bolder exponent of the gospel ever lived than that former cowsrd. We, too, nesd
this same sort of voldiness.

The Hxemple aof Ii.
Those who heard Peler saw the effect of thai filling of the Spirit in the words thai

voured from his lips——words the like of which they had never hesrd before. From his
declarations in verses §-12, we ses thai there is no hint even theit he was sbashed by

- their sppesrencs or their suthority.

iNow when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, and perceived that they were un-

learned and igncrant men, they marvelled; and they took knowlsdze 0f them, thai they
had been with Jesus.® Acks 4:13 :

The surprising element in the conduct of those esrly Christ X
toldness as they faced the rulers and sccusers. It was the t thing to be sxpseied
t

s
a fremor of fear through

5

from guch unlearned nen. It wss 80 surprising thet 1t sen
the hearte of the rulers. .

They treced their wisdom and coursge to its rightful and logicel source-~Jesusg Christ.
The members of the Saphedrin took knowlsdge of the fact that Peiter and Johm had been
with Jesus, end they had ceaught the spirit of Jesus. The disciples seemed to possess
the seme boldness which Jesus had displeyed.

The membe of the Sanhsdrin had ssen to it that one man was pui to death, snd now be—
kold thmrv sre two to carry on the itssk. Uhey wers amszed thet suckh & nmirscle should
telke place before their very eyes. They were profoundly impressed with what they saw
in the lives of thoss champions of the cross. But that was not ell. The mosi powsrful
argument for Christianiiy in that dey was the presence of & healed men, siending with
the disciples. "And Bheholdine the man which was hesled stsnding with thasm, they could
say nothing against it.? Acts 4:14. It was not necessery for him to uiter a word.
The facts of Christisnity sre the hope of its progress. It does not glory in itis
beanitiful riiualisms, nor in its magnificent temples; but it doss glory in the resulis
t produces in the lives of men. The srmy of souls that heve been remede in Christ

3 & rich heritasge indsed. %he changed lives of drunkards who have been made sober,
nd thieves who have been made honest.

W fede e

Tris men who hed been hesled wes an unwavsring witness. He stoed with them, slthough
he could heve run awsy like some of our church members. Their very sbsence hurts the
czuse of Christ. He gave his entnus*,;mgfor Christ, lesping, shoubting, end praising

fod. ¥hy not? He had emnough 10 meke him enthusisstic. The devil tries to cool our

ardor By seying it is =11 right 1o get enthusiastic about other things, bui not about
religion.



Iv.

In this part of the chepter we have an excellent example of united
were united. Tpon being relessed, the apostles went forthwith o th

It. Verse 15 ff.

i

The Fnd o

Peter and John were commanded 1o g0 aside while the council met in se
Peter and John snd the heesled man wers led out to an ante-room, for -the purpose of
2llowing the suthorities to Giscuss their cese behind closed door, the scene would
have besn lsughable if it hed not been 80 sad. IThere wes & crowd of men up sgainsi
a fact. They ssid, We csnnoi deny it," it is Windeed & notable mirscle,® snd it Yis
mernifest to &1l Jerusalsm.® Their 1f iculty wes that they did not went it to be =
fact. So they said "What shsll we do to these men?“, no% Ywhai chall we do with the
facts ™ bus Yhow shall we escepe deslipme fairly with them?¥ fThink of it ! fThere you

see not only melice, but slso cowerdice.

in secret conclsve they arrived ai 2 courss of action, so they resolved to see it
throvgh with as much dignity es they were capeble of gathering, and that wes not much.
They had not leernad thet red-tepe can never be & substitute for rectiiude. 3o Peter
and John and the hesled men were narched in sgain, Perheps they had been heving s
rrayer meeting in the ante-ro0m. ith the susvense over, they received the solemn
charge thet henceforth they were not to speak to any men in the name of Christ., But
the council might as well have $0ld the sun not to shine, and the tides not To wove,
and the winds not 10 blow, as o tell thsse men not io talk about Jesus.

The enswer of the mpostles was megnifiecent. In & menly, hercic, snd Christlike menner
they sznswered, "¥h etAer it bs right in the sight of God to hesrken unio you more th
unto ¢od, judge ye." "Whethsr it be right® should slweys be our first conSTQeratzon.
Eight is one of the words we ought t0 restore %o its propsr plece in our thinking, aad

what 1t means to its rightful place in our praciice.
UUNITED WE STAND; DIVIDED WE FALLM

Acts L2337

rt. The disciples
hristian @ssemblf

and thers gave & detailed report of all that the chief priests and elders hed seid to them.

I

They were united in Prayer. Acts 4:E23-30.

#And when they heard that, they lifted up their voice o God with one zccord, and said,
Lord, thou ert God, which hast made hsaven, and earth, and the sez, and all thaet in
them is." fThis verse megnifies the grestness of God, rather than the Dadness of men.
wishing to get their minds sway from men, thsy opened the door towerd heaven—~ihe
window of preyer. They unitedly reminded God of His Almightiness, being the Creator
of everything in heaven snd on sarth. It is slways well for = Christisn to put God
between nim and his ve mpietions or troubles. Yhen clrcumsiances were the derkest, the
discipies lifted their syes o the God of the hills, from whence cometh tiheir hely,

and our helwp,

"They lifted wo their voice to God with one scecord, They were perisctly united, thers
being no discordant note among them. I ﬁtnm exfﬂctuai farvent prayver of & righitsous
man sveilsth much,# consider how much more effectusl the preyer of an entire group is
certzin o be. %hat we cannoi slweys obizin from God, quav1aually, we cen invaerisbly
get from Fim, colleciively. "Agein I say unto you, That if two of you shall sgree on

serth 2s touching any thing that they shall sk .1t shall Te done for them of wy Father
e &m

whick 18 in hssven. For where two or thre re gathered togsther in my nsme, ther
i in the midet of them." Maithew 18:19-20
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Thoss early disciples believed firmly in the soverelgnty of God. "lo co whatsosver
%

[l

i
- hend znd thy counsel determinad before %0 be doms.® This constitule
3 £ their prayer. They eir petition by reminding God of His gresiness,
end now they follow thet by reminding Him of His goodness. He will nod sliow His sne~
mies t0 £0 beyond & cartain point. It wes s cese of "thus far shalt thou go and no
fart-er.“ They concluded their prayer with these words "ind now, Lord, behold thelr
thremtenings: end grani unto thy serventis, that with 211 Toldnegs they msy spesk thy
word, Fy streiching Torth thine heznd to hesl; and that signs and wonders may be done

a.
Tty the neme of thy holy child Jesus.¥ Verses 29-30.

ople might coms end listen.

they preyed thsi mirscles might be done, in order
the crowds were brought ¢

[
rotgh the miraculous hesling of the lame
r, and Tive thoussnd men were saved in 2

They were united in FPower.

B And when they hed prayed, the place was shaken where they were assembled jogether;
and they wers all filled with the Holy Ghosi, and they speke the word of God with
boldness.® | Acis 431,

"The vlace was shsken where they were asssmbled¥——a visible demounstration of dlvinse
fovor, and o herbinger of gresai things to come. YThey were all filled with the Eoly
Spirit," which wss ‘the grestest possible proof of power. United preyer produces united
TOWer. .

i And they spake the word of God withioldness." God gave them the fullness of the
$pirit, not to meke them happy, but rather %o meke them helpfvl. Some who seek the
fullness of the Spirit are unsuccessful in their eitempt beczuse they want somsthing
for self instead of for the Seviour snd society. The disciples wanted the fullness of
e Spirid in order that God might be glorified, end thal souls might be saved.

c"a‘-

they were Uniitsd in PUrEosS.
"And $he multitude of them thet believed were of one heart and of one soul.' Acts 4:32=a
They were united in Provisicn.

ther said snv of them that ought of the things which he possessed was his own;
¥ T

Hel
Tt they hed all things common.® Negetively, no one was seeking anything for himself.
Togitively, evervone was delighted to share what he had with others less fortunate.
CONCITSION

ia Frayer produces power. Vsrse 3ls.

Z. Fower produces pungent presching. Verse 31b.

3. Presching nroduces philanthrony. Verse 3zZe.

L.  Philenthropy produces progperity. Verse 320-37.
arity ﬂroaucss praise. .



