ANANTIAS OF DAMASCES

"here was a cortain disciple at Demescus, named Ananias.® Acts 9:10.

There was a great task which needed to be dome. Someone was needed to do it. Our
lord, as usuel, had His men for the job, That men was Ananias of Damascus, Whether
he was a native or & fugitive who hed found sheller in Damescus, we do not kmow,

Ansniss was = Christian, as well as a plous Jew, He was the Lord's man in the right
place and at the right time, So ‘the Iord used him mightily. Ananias is ap inspiring
exemple of Christian godiiness to all who are called to live the Christian life amid
the ordinsry circumstances of workaday life. So many long to live at their very best
for Christ, but feel that their circumstances keep them hiddem away im en obscurity
which prevents their being used for Him,

The ordinery life is eften the most difficult. One great need in these days is for
Christisns te live the ordinary life in a really out-of-the erdinary way. lord
derives a special plessure from His servants who are "faithful over a few things.”
Iet us never wndervalue the so-called commomplsce. It is the aggregate of commomplace
things which constitutes the greatest of all influwences in the social 1ife and
unfolding histery of mankind,

To a1l Christians who feel that there is a disappointing sense of ordinarimsss sbout
their lives and surroundings, Ananias is a silver starlight of encouragementh, He
shows us how the glory of the upver world msy be brought to flash uwpon the dismal
details of our daily tasks. He is certainly s sparkling gem of Christian discipleship.

I. His Readiness.
1. His discipleship.

He was ecalled "a certain disciple.® He was not an apostle. He was not ome of
the sewenty. BHe was not a great preacher., Nor does he appear o have been

a leader or an officisl or even an outstanding personality. Perhaps we would
not have heard anything asboubt him had it not been for the part which he
played in Paul's caresr. But God Imew all about him, T¥o depth of obscurity
can hide anyome from His gracious gaze. "ihe Iord knoweth the way of the
righteous," Inamias was just an ordinary, humble diseiple, who sought 1o
glorify Christ Jesus by s comsecrated 1life amid the mexciting wsualness of
customary Damascus ways and deings.

2, His devotien.

We are to0ld that he was "a devoult man according to the law" Acts 22:12. That
ig saying a lot, See here his devotion to principle. He had wonderful prin-
ciples. He was devoted to that which was higkest. Our devotion to that which
is highest should show itself everywhere in our lives,

3. EHis discreetness.

"inanias had a good report of all the Jews thet dwelt there," The ordinary
Jew in Damasens would not have eulegized Ananias overmuch had he not been
winsomely diserset in his Christian piety and witness. It is no small thing
to . have our character praised by those who strongly differ from us. Such a
reputation as Anenias had is not gained in a few days.

Ananias was well Xbowa in Damascus. Whether or not he was a native_ of the
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place we do not know, but he had been there a long while., Those with whom

he had 1ived and worked and transacted business thought very highly of him,
Such people are grand sermons. Such life sermons are far more convineing than
mere lip advertisements, - In a very drab enviromment this disciple of our

Iord lived excellently. In the eyes of the world he was a Mr. Nobody, but

in the eyes of God he was one of the aristocracy of heaven.

"3 good name is rather to be chosen then grest riches."™ One of the best things
we can have in this life is 2 good name, It is better than riches, betler
than position, better tham influence, and better than friends, One who has
& pood name ean always cet plenty of friends, but a bad name robs uws of friends,
pesition, and influence., '

A good name grows out of good character. It is earned by right living.
Tt is the result of looking out for the welfare of others. It is a source

. of real satisfaction. Ard, a good name never dies. Think of how many
people live for years and almost as soor as they die they are forgotten.
They are forgotten becamse they did not do anything worth mentioning while
they lived, and now that they are gone there is nothing to remember them by.
They lived to themselves, by themselves, and for themselves. They never
thought about God. Thev never tried to help the right nor hinder the wrong.
Is it emy wonder, then, that their nemes are forgotten? ‘

But the names of those Christisns whose lives are fragrant with little deeds
of kindness and little scts of love can never be forgotien., The glorious
thing abeut a good name is that it goes with ome to his grave and embalms his
memory ever after, '

His Willingness.

Tt was not an easy thing which Christ commanded when He said, "irise, and go inte
the street which is called Straight, and enquire in the house of Judas for one
called Saul of Tarsus.” One would not have been greatly surprised had Ananias
shrunk away in fesr from such an ordeal. Soul wes the most notorioms oppressor
and persecutor of the Christiams in all Judez., Had he not come o Demascus on
this trip on & mission of anti~Christian persecutien? How dare Ansniss fling
himself into the eager clutches of this infuriated ringleader of the Saviour's
adversaries! Mast the lsmb walk right into the very mouth of the lion? Would it
do any good to preach Calvary to this bitter foe of Christ? But the Lord said %o
him, "God thy way, for he is chosen vessel unito Me, to bear My Neme before the
Gehtiles and kings and the children of Israel; feor I will shew him how great
things he must suffer for My Name's sake.” Without further delay, tinaniss went

his way." He obeyed willingly.

Ansnias was obedient as to time, as to place, and as to result. He was willing
to go just when and just where the Master directed. We should lesrn frem
Ansnizg the important lesson of yielding exset obedience to our lord and Master

Jesus Christ,.
His Paithiulness.

1. His Christian love is seen in his attitude towsrds Saul. He goes inm %o the
arch-persecutor with the eloguently affectienate greeting, "Brother Saull®
Moreover, Yhe put his hends on him," a very gracious act, for, whereas Saul
had come to ley the hand of violence on Anamias, Ananias now lays the
gentle hend of brotherliness on Saul. There ig not a trace of resentment in
the entire demeanor of Znanias. Christian love displays itself in gracious

and full victory.
2. In Christian loyalty.
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His loyalty is seen in his attitude toward bis Iord. After saluting Saul,
his first word was, "The Iord, even JesuS .... hath sent me." Ananiss would
not let his expression of brotherliness toward Saul cause him to shrink from
affirming the Lordship of Jesus, even though that was the very thing agesinst
whieh Sanl had been fighting so madly. &c, after saying "Brother Saul," he
immediately proceeds, "The lord, even Jesus .... hath sent me.” What a choice
blend of diseretion and devotioni

In Christian lowlineésv

fnanias did not obtrude himself into his message. The very opposite was the
ease. His only reference to himself was the only one that was needful, "The
Lord, even Jesus .... hath sent me,? e did not start expleaining who he was
or what he was, He was content to be the faithful anonymous messenger of
his Master. This is the kKind of servant God always uses. '

There is & real sense in which Christisns should never be under eircumstances.
The indwelling Saviour can give us a libersting independence of exterior
enviromment, For need we live ¥in the limelight?” to do true service for our
heavenly Master. A rese need not be seen before its fragrance cen be
appreciated. Ok, the power =nd the valuve of those lives which, although they
are never mentioned in rewspaper columns, trensmit the love and life and
grace of Christ smong meichbors and fellow-workmen and frierds in the ordi-
nery welks of lifel

Publicity is not an essential either fto faithfulness or to true success.
Serviee in secret has "house top™ resulitm, even though the comnection may not
always be detected. We mey feel out of sight, but we are never out of Ged's
sight. He is watching to see whether, like Amsnias, we are faithful im our

present circumstences, He may have much wider fields of service for us in

the future, but the determining factor is fidelity in the present.

Iike Ananias, live for Christ at your very best, just where you are, and a
day at a time. Seek no longer. the eleborste and spectaculer forms of
service for Christ. Seek purity of hesri, humility of spirii, preparedness
for any and every cell of our heavenly ¥aster. Seek to distil the fragrance
of the Bose of Sharon ia your present enviromment, If you will glorify Ged
today, just where you are, there is mo telling how He may glorify youm
tomorrow. In the most unlikely surroundings there are apportunities for
serving Christ as plentiful as dsisies and bultercups in the meadows during
the summer months.

You perhaps have heard of the farmer who for the first itime saw the besuty of
a bluebell under the micrescope., He gazed and gazed at it, and then ex=-
claimed, "Heaven forgive me; I've trodden on thousandsl” If only we have eyes
to see, we soon find it is the same with cpportunities: they are everywhere,
By how we live, by what we de, by words we speak; by actlions and reactionss
by discreet witness for Christ, and in verious other ways, we may be

making a contribution to the eternal well-being of souls every hour that

we live. :

Let fnanias, with his readiness, willingness, and faithfulness, be both an
example and an imspirstion to we. Let the besutiful way in which Christ used
this ordinery and obscure men give such solid comfort to us as shall cause
each of us to determine to be more loyzl and faitkful to our Master in the
days which may still be ours om earth.



