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AT THE GATE BEAUTIFUL

Acts 3:1-311

Jerusalem has long been the Meccz for penniless men. History records their presence
there many years before Christ was born. The gospels are full of the stories of
such men, and they sre still to be found there in great numbers. They ercuch down
beside the rock walls, with their dirty hands extended, and mutter, T"Bakshish !
Bekshish V', which mesns "Give me something i

The Compsnions.

"Now Peter and John went up together into the temple at the hour of prayer." This

is not the first nor the last time these two were associated., They were probably
about the same age, snd likely had been friends from their youth woward. They were
compsnions in sin before they were saved. They were partners in the fishing business
It seems thet something cemented them together, and that they were inseperable friends.
They were the two special ambassedors who went to prepare the room for the Pagsover
Supper. They were the two who ran togebther to the empity tomb. And on many occasions
their names were linked in fellowship and in service. So, here they go together to
the plaece of prayer, '

Peter and John were so differemt that it is interesting te find them tegether., There
is nothing like Pentecostal pewer te harmonize opposite temperaments. They were the
very opposite of each other in disposition, Peter was impulsive, bold, energetic,

and daring, John was meditetive, timid, loving, and dependable. Peter was practicsl,
and John was mystieal. Peter wss "the speaker of the house," as it were; and John
was & "favorite with the Master." They made & good team. Bach had something the other
lacked, se they were mutually helpful. The closest intimacies are often formed by
those who agree in their aims, but differ widely in their temperament andmental hebits.
These companions, who were so different, teach us the importance of cultivaiing an
interest in people who are different from us, and thereby enrieh our own lives,

Peter and John enjoyed the commumien of saints with each other. Iike all of those who
have been the greztest blessing to mankind through the sges, they loved God end
freguented His temple. The more Christianity a man has, the more he will love God
and delight in the hour of prayer in the lord's house. We find these twe men wending
their way to the temple to pray, even though they were poor. If our faithfulness does
not go beyond our prosperity, then we need a stronger grip on Geod and the better and
nobler things of life., Poverty certainly did not prevent Peter and John from being
hapoy . %What a false notion that there is no happineas apart from the things thal money
can buy L Some of the happlest people are poor; and some of the most umhappy ones are
those who possess fortunes. Fine houses, expensive clothing, and high-priced cars do
not maeke happy pecple. Happiness springs out of a contented spirit rather than from
a2 bulging purse. Heppiness is born out of deeds done rather than out of benefaetions
received,

The Cripple.

This gate was superior in costliness and splendor to the other eight entrances to the
tmeple. OCemposed of Corinthisn brass, which was a very resplendent metal, it towered
t0 a height of nearly fifty feet, and its breadth was sbout twenty feet. Tt was
adorned with perfect skill., It revresented all that art could do. It was the master-
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piece of the vorkmanship ef msn. ¥hen the sun shone on it the people wounld ery
TBeautiful ™ until at last the gate got that as its name, TYebt there, beside it
wes 2 helpless beggsr. What a contrast! Infinite beauty and colossal wealth in
stone snd metal, and then ugliness and privation in lifel

Only a few feet from this wonderful gste was a lame, helpless, and needy man. He was
a eripple, not as the result of anm accideni, mor as the result of sin in his own life,
but from his birth., His birth had brought great joy to his perents, that unusvel: joy
of loocking uwoon a child as the potential Messiszh. The weeks and months went by, but
when the time ceme for him to welk, he was not adble to do se. FPhysiclans, scothsayers,
and others were consulted, and varicus remedies were tried, but all in valn. His
lameness was due to a weakmess in or a malformation of the ankle bones., Being ubterly
helpless, he had to be carried by others.

Poverty was added to bhis helplessness., Unable to work, he had become a professional
beggar. He was then past forty years of age. Dally, members of his family or kind
neighbors cerried him to the gate of the temple where he could beg, There were

several reasons why the gate of the temple was selected as a propitious place for
begging. Orowds of people were coming and going through it at least three times a ,
day., This ecripple was by no means a fool. He understood the philosophy of benevolence.
Ve knew that the best people in Jeruselem went into the temple to worshin. The
kindest and most sympathetic people in the world are praying people. It is the mople
who freguent the temple who are the most thoughtful of the poor. Christianity and
compassion have always gone hand in hend. Nine tenths of all the money raised for
benevolent purposes, and for the suppori of our charitable institutions, comes from
the nockets of those who go ™w to the temple at the hour of preyer.? This poor and
afflicted man was shrewd emough to know where te go for alms., He was not down in the
naiket among the traders becanse he knew vhere peoples' hearis were softest, He
knew that it is the cream of sceiety that frequents vlaces of worship.  Mereover,

men in goimg and coming from church are in & better mood for considering the poor
and suoplying their needs than in the tumultous whirl of business. The man who loves
‘God most is the man who will love his fellowmen the most. - -

This cripple had to be carried to the gate of the temple every morning, and earried
back home every evening. The very sight of him irriteted meny who passed by. Habitual
mendicatns, with their doleful leoks and whining appeals, are not attrsetive folk.

He needed money, but there were other things which he needed worse than he did that,
He needed health, which is a priceless gift. The value of money pales into insigeif-
icance in comparison with health, 411 this poor fellow wanted was a little money. ‘

He had no hope of ever being any better than he was. There we see him, holding out
his hend, beseeching the more fortunste passersby to contribute to his support.

It is worth observing that every morning he got a friendly 1lift. ¥ou see his reletives
and friends were doing far more than they ever thought. We always do more than we
realize, when we sre kind., Did you ever give anyone a hand towards a Gete Besutiful?
Did you ever bring a lonely person to your beautiful home or to your besutiful churceh ?
Tt seems a small and simple thing to do, yet who ecan tell what the regults will be?

Looking bensath the surface, Peter saw that it was not Just money thet he needed. Ee
knew what some of ug need to learn, nsmely, that the problems of distressed humenity

eannot be solved by monetary gifts.

Money cen do meny things for us, I ean be used to provide a house in vhich to live,
to make our homes comfortable, to purchase many of the necessities of life, to ed-
neate our children, to relieve distress, to cheer the discouraged, to help the
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strugzling, and te advance the cause of Christ. However, there are meny things which -
money cannot do. Money cannot buy love. . The love of a mother, the fidelity of =
father, the affection of a sister, the sympathy of a brother, or the trust of a friend
cannet be bought with momey. Neither can money bring conteniment, buy 2 goocd conw
science, purchase health, obtain grace, or secure a home in heaven. Money ic e
valuable possession, but it ie not the grestest one. Meny hawe given something better
than money., JSome of you had godly fathers and mothers, yet you mnever think of

them in terms of money. Theimprint of their characteérs, the influence of their
prayere, and the memory of their daily lives are an imheritance that fadeth not away.
The influence of their exsmples is an ever-present reslity andpower, far more
vzluable than money.

The “ure.

This incident reminds us that our choicest opportunities come unsought. Peter and
John were going to the house of worship thet afternoem. Had they neglected to go,
they would have lost much more than an hour's worship. They would have lost the
glorious opportunity ef finding what an ascended lord could do. The faet that they
did not have any money did not keept them from going to church servieces. Weither
did it keep them from being happy. :

As the corpanions approached the alluring threshold of the temple, the poor cripple
thrust forth his hand, and with a professiensl wail asked alms of them. -They might
have been so busily engaged in talking thet they wewld have passed him by. At least
that would have been the convemient thing te have done. But, they did not ignore
him. Instead, they turned a piereing geze uwron the men., It seemed as if the very
Pire of God, the fire of hope, and the fire of divine love fleshed through their
eyes. Oh for the grace to loek upen people in such a way as te srouse in them the
desire for the better and nobler things of life}

When their footsteps helted, Peter and John fastened their eyes wpon him. Immediately
his interest was awakened, and his hopes and expectations were aroused. Peter,
gpealing for both of them, in & commanding voiee said, "Look on us." The challenge,
"look on us," suggests uwprightness of life, It shows that they did not have anything
to hide. Those whe live im th t way alweys made a real contribution fo society.

Expecting to receive a small gift from them, the eripple sagerly turned towsrds them.
The inbterest of these men in him was vastly different from anything the poor fellow
hed ¥nown before., Probably most of those who had tossed him a coin were not con-
cerned very much shout him, but were thinking of the merit in God's sight, which,
according te Pharisaic doctrine, smch a deed stored uwp for one. Jo, the beggar was
startled to find himself an object of resl interest to others. It is so easy to
become accustomed to conditions until they fsil to interest us or to move us.

This beggar asked for money. And that is not surprising. A soclety bullt, as sociely
hitherte has been built, onm the money stenderd has no right to exvect anything else

of its beggers. But, evidently Peter and John were living by a different standard.
They did not have amy money to g’ ve him, yet they stopped and considered him, and

did something for him. E

To the command, "ook on us, " +the eripple responded at onee, xpecting to recelive
something worthwhile. His very leook betrayed his thoughts., His heert must have sunk
within him when he heard the disappointing words, WSilver and gold have I nome,"

‘But what I heve give I thee,™ his hopes begsn to rise again,



With guickened interest, he wonders what Peter is going to give him, Then, Peter
added, "In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth rise up and walk.” Stooping

down, Peter seiwzed his outstretched hand andlifted him to his feet, Imrediately

the man felt the thrill of life and power in his feet =nd an%le bomes. Ommipotence -
had met impotence snd a mirscle had taken place., It was the power of Christ that
wrought the healing through Peter, Full of the spirit and power of Christ, he was
able to help the helpless. In this connection, let us ever remember that we cannot
1ift others above our own level. In the grammar of Christisnity, "Te be comes before
tc do.®

Christ gives us more than we exvect, There is an overflow in gll His gifts. In His
deelings there is great abundance. This men expected alms, but he got health and
strength. He begged for & coin, but he got & cure. Yes, Christ will do more for us.
than we expect, Christ had for him that which went far beyond his expectation, not
s temporary alleviation, but a complete hesaling. Founded wpon the unspeckable gift
of God's love, Christianity has slways been a veligion of giving, Tt ie missed al-
together by those who try to meke of it a religion of seeking end of keeping.

"Tn the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth rise up and walk" was a bold commend te make,
but sufficiert power was available to meke obedience possible. Those apestles lived
and acted in the power of thename of Chrigt. Dy we try te do that? FRemember that
there are some things you cannot do in the name of Christ, You camnot teke advantage
of another, or cbuse another, or hate snother in the nsme of Christ,

Even though we may lsck meney, we cam contribule to the wealth of 1life by being kind,
thoughtful, and secrificial. Love ard helpfulness sre the brightest coins in the
nint of life. People freguently need the added strength of our support to help them
to face life's duties and demends with fresh hope snd rerewed courage.

This cure was wunexpected, instantaneoms, resl, complete, and permenent.

The Consequences.

1. The heeled men was hilarious with joy. His helplessness had been removed com-
pletely. He stood, snd walked, asnd leaped, and praised God. He simply had to use
his new-found powers and give vent to his ecstasy of delight, With gratitude in
his heart he entered the iemple and worshipped.

2. The people were dumb with wonder, _
. They were struck with wonder and amszement at what had happened o him. They
reasoned thet the mighty miradle which had taken place could have been effeeted
only by a divine cause, They were glad for him. L

But why was the healed mar so happy and grateful? It was because of what he had

received., What were some of the things which he had received?

(1) He had received sympethy.
They stopped and spoke to him., The hand of friendship was extended to him,
Tt did not cost them any money to render this service, but it did eost them con-
secration, and persoral devotion to the cause of right. Oh, how much real
sympsthy means to people, and how easy it is to give itl It puts a new light in
the eye, a quickness in the step, and courage in the heart. And even the poorest
can give sympathy ! :

(2) He had received love.
Scores of .people had put money in his hands, but they had seorned him while



(3)
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(5)

(6)

(7)

And
new

they helped him, Peter gave him the handclssp of & brother vwho loved him.

He had received health.

That is far better than money., Who can put & price om health?

He had received liberty,.

He had beer as a prlsoner all his lifle, but at last he had been set free,  How
aweet that freecdom was i

He had received joy.

What floodgates of reel joy were opened for him that day !

He had received hone, :
Peter kindled in his hesrt the expeeiation of the dawn,of 2 better tomerrow. It

ig a great privilege te be a bringer of hope.

He had reeceived inspiration. _
Hos load hed been lifted, and 1ife had new meaning for him, He had & new inspir-
ation to live., Whoever Imspires smother te live a ncbler and betier life bhas
given him a blessing of inesti-able worth., That business msn who found Bussell
H, Convell as & dirty Jad who had slept in am ash barrel, carried him to his home,
had him bethe, clothed him in & new suit, and took him to Sunday Séheol with

him that Sunday morning mede an investment that will bear dividends until the end
of time. The warm breskfast, the new suit, snd the comfortable roem were as
nothing compared to the imspiration that eame into the heart of that waif of the .
street, It is no wonder that he wrote MAcres of Diamonde," which teld the story
of his life,

these priceless glfts,'such as, the touch of a new sympathy, the czll of a
ideal, the joy of a new hope, the throb of a2 mew coursge, and the power of a new

1nsnlratlon may come from any and all of us who know and love the lord.



