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TLTEE BREGINS AT FORTY.W®
Acts T:17-36

a7 expression needs 1little, if sny, explenation. It simply mesns that men or
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vomen muet reach the age of forty before they really begin to Jive 1ife &t its begbeme
it reguiring two score years to prepare us to live end labor at top performence. This
ig true of the men Moses, about whom we are to study. "And when he was Tull forty yesrs
old, it ceme 17®nie heart to visit his brethven the children of Israel.” Concerning
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Mpses let us note seversl things

I,

IT.

I1T.

His Deliverance,

is for the Israelites in Egypi, they srew and multinlied greatly. With a lapse of

time, the friendly king dled snd there arose one vho was enything but friendly

1o the Jewish nation. "The seme dealt subtilly with our kindred, end evil entreated "
our fathers, so thet they cast out thelr young children, %o the end they might not live.
+ was at thet time thet Moses was born. It is seid of him that as a babe he was
exceedingly Tair. But because of the emperor's edict, he was cast out of his home

when but three months old. You are quite familiar with his rescue by Pharaoh's daughter.

In spite of the emperor's edict, Moses wes kent by his parents as long as they feld
they could safely de so, namely: three months after birth. "He was nourished up
in his father's house three months,.”

"And when he wag cast oub, Pharach's desughter took him wup, and nourished him for her
oun son,' What nrovidential leading of the Iordl God had great nlang for that litile
fellow, and to see thet he got the best of care, He chose the ncble and wealthy
daughter of the emperor to lock after him. God does thinze on 2 grand scale. Then,

the mother of Moses wag the one chosen by Pharaoh'ls daughter 1o be hie nurse. Imagine
]

Moszes'! mother being peid to look after and care for her offgpring! Only God could
aver have worked out a plsm 1ike that. '"Man proposes, tut God disposes,t What a
mighty deliverance God wrought for Moses and hig parents! ‘

Hs Development.

"Moses was lesrmed in all the wisdom of the Egyotians, end was mighty in worde and
desds {v. 22). &% that time Egypt was the grestest natlon in the world. Tts scholars
were world-famed. They excelled in such Things as science and magic. The pyramids

of Egypt demonstrate thelr engineering 2bility. :

Moses was not only trzined intellectuslly, he wee alse trained physicelly. He must

have hed a remarkable vhysique. He wes a strong men 211l through his life, and &t the
advanced age of 120 years, he was still in the pink of condition. He w 3
socially, being a member of the emperor's housshold. Moses hed feme, £

rare vhysical development, meking him one of the wonders of his day.

His Decision.

"ind when he wes full forty yesrs old, it e into his heart to vigit his brethren
the ahildren of Ierael? (V. 23). Moses had glven Egypt the first forbty years of his
1life, namely, to cast his lot with hig own people, the Jews. 'By faith Moses, when
he wee come Lo yesrs, refused to be ealled the son of Pharach's daughter; Choosing
rather to suffer affiiction with the people of God, thap to enjoy the nleasures of gin
for a seasons® (v. 24-25, Hehrews ). That was the turning point in his life. He

time, and it was true of him--"Iife begins at forty.”

wag forty years of age st this T
Spiritvally speaking, he begen to live when he made this stupendous decislol.
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Charlotte Elliott, the aubhor of the song "Just &s T Am," was present st a grest soclal
sffair one night in England, vhen she entertained all vresesnt, and did it well. A
preacher of the old school eimply remarked to her thet she could be such a power for
God if she only would. She left him in 2 Tit of anger; but that night she couldn't
sleen due Lo those words ringing in her ears---"You could be sueh a8 power for God if
you only would." In the morning, after a might of misery, she slipred out of bed,

cot doun on her knees, and there asccepted Christ and surrendered her life to Him,

Upon rising, she sat down end wrote the hymn that has been instrumental in bringing
more people to the place of decision for Christ than perhaps all other invitation
songe combined,
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iv. His Defense.

At the age of forhy, Moses felt that the time had come for him o do something for his
ill-trested pecole. Moses desired to do something grand and noble for his people who
at that time were being persecuted #nd oppressed. He suddenly becane overvhelmed

with love for and deveotlon to his brethren.

One dav ag he waes out walking, Moses saw an Egyptien mistrest a Hebrew. He rushed To
the rescue of the Israelite, and in the ensuing struggle killed the Tgyntien. tind

seeing one of them suffer wrong, he defended him, and avenged him that was oporessed,
and smote the Egyptian:® {v. 24)}. Probebly that was farther then Mpses had intended
to go in the metter. Overcome with anger, he simply ¥i1led the man before he realized
what wes hapnening. The Egyptian wes the offender; Moses ihe would-be deliverer. For
years, his feelings had been growing against.the cruel HEgyptisns, and for his own
people according to the flesh. So now what hed been stored up in his gub-congcious
mind suddenly eruoted with volcanic force, and resulted in the dezth of one &6Ff the
emperor's servents. Moses kmew what thal meant, if word reached the ears of the
EWMDETOT . :

417 %the Jews in the lsnd Imew that Moses was a fellow Jew, Neturally, they expected

him to coms to their sid at such a *ime. When he &id come to the rescue of thatl
migtreated Jew, Moses supposed that that would be the gignal to them that his cholce
had been made, and that he plammed to deliver them as & race fron the erueliy of the
emperorte edicts. "Bub they understood not¥ (v. 25). Mos
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_ ses wee ready, but alesl
hig people were not. Formerly, they condemnsd him for his insction; now, they
condemn him for his acltion. The result was that Moses was sivnned and nenmiussed.

T. Hig Disappearsnce,

Leaving the scene thal day, Moses wes baffled and confused., On the following day

Ve relturned Lo the scene. He was grieved by what he sew and heard-—two Isrselites

in the midst of 2 bitter querrel. He offered to help them straighten out their
difficulties, but like advice unsolicited, his interference wes resented, especially
by the person in the wrong. The one at fault in the matbter pushed him away, &nd
angrily said, "ho made thes & ruler and & judge over wus? Wilt thou kill me, as

thou didest the Hgyptien yesterday?" Upon heering those worde, Moses wes overcome with
fear and fled the country in order to protect hies life,

VI. s Discovery.

At the expiration of foriy years in the wilderness, &n angel of the Lord apveared to
Moses in o flsme of Tire in & bush. As he drew near to behold this strange sight,
God snoke to him saying, "I em the God of thy fathers, the Cod of Abrahem, and the
Cod of Jeaob.® Then said the lord to him, Pub off thy shoes from thy feel: Tor

the place where T} i i

L.

ou standest is holy ground.” Foly ground is a plece where:——

L

by

1. God revesls His orese
"ind he said, Draw no

: : o) : thy feet, for
the vlace whereon thou standest is holy ground.® {Exodus 3:5).
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be regarded as sacred. Nothi ng can be commenvlace vhere God is. It was 2 holy
vlace because 1t was a place of dadication. + was there that Mbses was transformed
from =n aimlese shepherd to & fearless leader, lawgiver, and iiberator. Such a radical
chenge could not come into any men's 1ife without meking the place of such an experience
hbanc out wnforgettably in their memory. It was also the place of the realizetion

¢ God. Cod told Moses that as He had been with Abrsham, Iszac, snd Jacob, zo He
would be with him. God would supnly the unfailing strength for the journey ahead,
Whatever Moses might need, God would nrovide. FHe was ell that Moses needed.

The presence of Cod willl meke sny vlace holy. Places where men meet God will always

2. God refines His people.
#Tn the year that king Uzziah died I saw alsc the Lord sitting uwoon 2 throne, high
and 1ifted up, and his train filled the tewmple.” "Then said I, Woe is mel for I
am undone; becauge T am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in uhe midet of & people
of unclean lips: for mine eyes have seen the King, the Lord of hoste. Then flew
one of the seraphims unto me, having a live cozl in hie hend, which he hed teken with
the tongs from off the altar: And he laid it wpon my mouth, and said, To, this hath
touched thy lips; end thine inigquity is taken awsy, and thy sin Qurged ® {Isaish 6:1,

5_70 }

3. God ratifies His promises,
T eried unto the Lord with my v01ce, snd he heard me oubt of hie holy hill. Selah,
T 2aid me down asnd sleph: I awsked; for the Iord sustained me. I wzll not be afraid
of tin thousands of people, that have seb thewselves asainst me round about.” (Psalms 33
4,’6 L

4. God releases His pover.
"hnd, behold, I send the promise of my Father upon you: but tarry ye in the city of
Jeruﬁalem, wntil ye be endued with vower from on high.? (Iuke 24:49.)

5. (od restates His program.
"How there were in tbe chureh that was at Antioch certain provhets and teachers; ss
Barnabas, and Simeon that was called INiger, apd Imcius. of Cyrene, 2nd Manaen, wn¢ch
had been brought up with Herod the tetrarch, and Saul. As they ministered to the
Lord, and Lastea, the Holy Ghost ssid, Seoara%e me Barnabsg and Saul for the work
whereunto I have called them.? (ﬁcts 13:1-2.)

Iet us observe a little more closely what God sald in verse 32, "I qm.the God of thy
fathers, the God of Abraham, snd the God of Isaac, end the God of Jacob,” This statement
indicates the elements thalt mske up our religion.

[

. The individunzl element.
Abreham, Isaac and Jacob stood out as individmal worshlbner God must be worshiped
by individusle; there is no other way of worshin. The fela%LOﬁSﬁlﬁ with God must
be o personal and an individuszl matter.

With God the individusl is never lost in the multitude. We may think of the thousands
slaves who toiled in building the pyramids. They do not mean enytbing to us excent
a. mass of humenity, but to God each stood out as an individual.

In Proverbs we read, "My Son, give Me thime heart.” OChrist said, "Excepl ye revent,
ye ghell 2ll Iikewise perlsh," end YIf any men will come after Me, let him deny hinm-
self, and take up his cross and follow Me." Paul seid, "He loved me, and gave Himself
for me." Peter said, "He careth for you." These are individusl avpeals.

2. The coatinuous slement.
£ i g .
He was the God of succeeding generations. The worid that Devid krew was not the

game world that Moses 3 e
- ey, i1y )
S AReW. e hundreds of years hed wrought meny changes,
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yvet He wes the God of Moses and of David. Almost all things have undergone radical
changes with the pessing of the cenituries, bub three things remein constant:
humen nature is the same; sin is the seme; God is the same.

),.:

Mo one agze or generation can OﬂOﬂOLLze God., ot even fAbrabam with his defiant
faith, nor Solomon with is maﬁcﬁless‘w‘gdom,'nor Eiijish who could onen the fountains
of’ ?arn with hisg preyvers; no individual ner grous csn zet & corner on faith or
monopolize God. .

wisely but not better. It has bound us together as neighbors, but i
us neighborly. It heg made it mosgibie for us 4o be heard sround the earth, but
it 28 not given us anyihing o say. '

Science does much for us, but 3t still cells for the help of fod. It has mede us
ile

3. The divine element.
He was Abrahem’s God snd Issacls God snd Jacoh's God. FHow these men veried in their
pergonslities and character *yulcs' And yet He was the God of esch,

Any men with such & God can transform & commmity. A man with such a God is
invincible. This explains the greatness of these men--the gresiness of their fzith,
and courave, and loyalty, and i

o £
their pover iv prayer. 1t if no wonder that the
nations feared them, : : :

o B

man can not be mean and worshin such & God. He wdll either be transformed into
he likeness of his God or gquit worshinping Hinm.

Hig Duty.

Oy

"I have seen, [ have seen the affliction of My people which ig in Egypt, =nd I have heard
their groaning, and am come down to deliver he . And now come, I ’ill send thee into
Egypt. This Moses vwhom they refused, saying, Who made thee a ruler snd a judge? the same
did God send to be & ruler and a deliverer by the hand of the snzel which-armpeared to

bim in the bush. He brought them out, after that he hsd shewed wonders and signs in

the land of Egypt, end in the Red Sea, =nd in the wilderness forty years,”

In spite of their opposition and murmurings, God established Moses! rule over them. Just
ag Joseph'ls brethren hed rejecied him, in Iike manner the Jews had rejs cted tge lsadershivp
of Hoses, the servent of God. DBut whether thev wanted Moses or not, God had selected

him, snd hinm only, to lead the people out of the house of bondage and on toward the

Land of FProumise,



