ITI. The Trip To Asia Minor, Aets 13:13,

From the island of Cyprus the missionaries returned to the continental shore. They
went from Paphos to Perga becsuse they were following the usual lines of commercial
travel. Sailing or commercizl vessels were frecuverntly passing from shore to island
and from island tc shore. By one of these the spcstles came from Paphos to Perga
in Pamphyliz, a distance of over 150 miles by sea.

At Perga John Mark deserted the others and wert back to Jerusalem. The world despises
a deserter. A mantle of shame resis on the man who deserts his post in the army and
flees. The captain of a ship who deserts his duty when peril faces him is despised
by the world, The man who dezerts his wife and children and leaves them to suffer
while he Tuns away seeking liberiy and ease is a wretch who is wnfit for the respect
of the public. Such a worthless ereature reminds us of the first stanza of the poenm
entitled "Disiprherited.®

"Three monkeys sat in 2 cocoanut iree,
Discugsing things as they're said to be.
Said one to the other, "Now listen, you twoi
There's a certain rumor that can't be true;
That mer descended from cur noble race,

The very idea is a disprece,
¥o monksy ever deserted hig wife,
Sterved her bables and ruined her life.

knd yeoutve never known & mother monk
Yo lesve her bables with others teo bunk,

Or pass them on from one to ancther,

Till they scarcely kmow who is thelr mother.'™

This verse tells us of a man who deserted the Lord and his religiocus responsibilities.
John Mark deserted when the romspce of the missionary journey died. The newness of
the missionary project, the romsnce of travel and the novelty of work filled him with
a burning enthusissm to do something, But after « season the novelty gave way to

the ordinary, the excitement died out and the drudgery alone was left. Then he ran
away. Sensational preschers will draw crowds, but they cannot remain very long in
any place, for when the sensation ceases to be novel, the people will not be drawn.
There has been too strong =n inclination to push the churches into the entertsinment
business. People want entertalmment, but they need instrumetion in and information
about the things of God. The csuse of Christ cannot be bulld by merely tickling

the fancy of the people.

John Mark deserted when the responsibility became irksome, Criticism increased and
hardships become more numerous and more diffieudt. His enthusiasm cooled, and he

was strongly tempted to run away. This explains why msny preachers move so often.
Moving is much easier than hard work, If one remeins long in a place he must plow
new furroughts, dig a little deeper and press out to new frontiers. John Mark was

not willing to work for Christ. Hs was willing to sing and shout and pray, but not
willing to work. He was not willing to suffer hardships for Christ, but he was
willing to enjoy the ease and comfort of popularity. He was not interested in bearing
burdens, enduring criticisms or suffering persecution.

John Mark deserted because he loved the things of normal 1ife better, He was religious,
but he was not willing to vndergo hardships in order to be a useful men. He wanted

the approval of God, bubt he was not willing te pey the price for it. When a man
deserts a good cause, he forfeits the confidence snd respect of good people. Iater
John Merk wanted to go with Paul again, but the ipostle was not willing to risk him,
John Merk had lost the respect of a great Christian because he had given away to

his wealkmess,
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Mark lost the greatest opportunity of his life. His mistake was a blunder of youth.
He did not denounce his faith, nor critieisze Peul and Barnsbag, nor join the enemies
of Christianity. IHe was youthful, fickle, sentimental, inexperienced and unsble

to stand hardships. His turning back may have seemed an unimportant thing to John
Mark at the time, but later he realized that it was more serious tham he had thought.
He had a hard time living it down. ZEvery way he turned he found that the doors

were closed in his face because of that sarlier blunder. How often he wished he
could undo that deed! That one zct of disloyaliy branded him; other things were
forgotten but that fact remained. It fellowed him; he has beern known to this day
for this wesknegs. Whoever sows wild oats will reap wild oazts,

Their Experiences In Antioch In Pisidia, Aets 13:14-52,

1. Their arrival in Antioch., 13:1/a,
Accompanying the people, and evangelizing as they went, the apcsties found their
way to fntioch, the central city of Asia Miner., It was approximately one hundred
miles north of Perga. - And remember they were not motoring, but walking and
Papl was ill,

This Antioch is to be distinguished frem the Antioch in Syris, ILike its name-
sgke, Antioch in Pisidia was Greek in origin and Roman in govermment, It was
an important military and adminisirative ecenter. More wilitary rosds diverged
from it to 211 parts of the compass than from any other eity in the Orient,

It was slso on the great central route from east to west on which passed the
numerous and richly-ladened caravans of commeree., If here, 2s in Corinth a% a
later day, Psul was obliged to support himself by the labor of his own hands, he
could not have chesen any beétter place for working at his trade. Tent-making
wounld be in demand, and Pawl and Barnabas could support themselves through the
weak and preach the gospel on the Sabbath.

2. Their visit to the synagogue. 13:14b-15.
Within the city of Antiocch was a Jewish symagogue. On ths very next Saturdsy
Paul and his company were seated as strangers in the synagogue. There was some-
thing sbout the men that arrested attention, Paul and Barnabas would have been
men of mark in any asvembly. They were men of dignity, mien, grave and reverent
in demeanor, listening to the reading of the law and the prophets. Observing
them, the rulers thought such men must have & message worth hearing, so the
officers of the congregation invited Paul and his associstes to glve any word
of exhaltation they had for the people, . Panl arese, waved his hand, which was
both a Jewish characteristic end a oratorical jesture, and addressed his racial
kindred in terms of exguisite courtesy and prefound respect.

This incident shows us that oprortunity for service comes to those who put them-
selveg in the way of them, Strangers in a city will find friends in the house

of God.

3. Poul's sermon in the synsgogue. 13:16~41.

(1) The audience. 13:16.
Since Paul and his company were now in a Jewish svnagogue it was only mnatural
that the andience would be made up predominately of Jews. We see this in
Paul's opening words, "™en of Israel,” but there were alsc others in the
group who were in the sons of Abraham, for he added the words, "and ye that
fear God.* These two expressions are interpreted as 1nd1cat1ng two separate
claggses within the hearing of the Apostle,

(2) The address. 13:17-37.
There is a similerity between Paul's address and the one that Simon Peter
delivered on the day of Pentecost, Jews and proselytes constituted the
audience in both cases. At the heart of cach message was the gospel--a
record of the death, burial and resurrection of the Iord Jesus Christ, In
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contrast with the sinfulness of man, the sovereignity of God was clesrly set

forth in the first recorded sermon of Paul.

a. God chose the Jewigh fathers., v. 17.
God chose them from anything, At the time he had called Abrsham he was
too 0ld to have an heir, yebl, in time he became father of many nations
sccording to the promise and power of God. God chose thems they-did neot
choose Him. Here we are introduced to the sovereignity. He chose them--
sovereignity; they chose to become His people--manfs free agency. Godls-
sovereignity is here magnified over man's free agency thus demonstrating
the goodness, the love, and the mercy of Geod.

b. God exalted them. v. 17b. _
At the time thalt Jacob moved to Egypt the Jews were few in number, "Al1l
the souls that came with Jacob into Egypt, which came out of his loins,
besides Jacob's sons! wives, all the souls were thresscore and six."
Genesis 46:26. In that furnace of affliction, Egypt, they multiplied
within a nation. We are told that the more they were persecuted the
more they grew numerically and the mighitier they became nationally. T
was there in Egypt--the hcuse of . bondage, that they began a grest nation,
and the very place where God saw fit to exalt them, through "malking the
wrath of man to praise Him."

God can bring goed out of any situaticn. He made a mighty nation out of
a single family in a land of hate. He made Moses a glant in the desert
where he lived alome with God for forly years. He made Paul the grestest
preacher of the ages in the desert of Arabia, where he spent three long
years alone with the heavenly Christ. Surely God's ways and means are
" not man's.

¢, God delivered them. v, 17z,
ind with a high arm brought He them oub of it." This was the bit of
news over which they never ceased to rejoice. The Jews had been hopelessly
enslaved by the Egyptians., There was no possibility of their escape,
and they did not have the weapons to fight their way to freedom. There
ig great gignificance in the signs before us--"With a high arm brought
He them out of it." It was necessary for God to send ten different
plagues on the land before His people were aliowed to depart

d. God fed them, v. 18,
The American Standard Version seys "And about the space of forty years
as a nursing-father bare he them in the wilderness." We have here 2
very tender scene--that of a nurse caring for the sick and the hungry.
Ordinarily we associate nursing with women. Here, God the Father is
pictured as a loving nurse healing tbe sick and feeding the hungry.

e, God chose their lot for them. v. 19.
1ind when He had destroyed seven nations in the land of Cannan, He gave
them their land for an inheritance." A.3.V. GCod cleansed the land of
its humen rubbish by destroying the godless inhabitants who had formerly
lived there. Then He presented the entire land to His people. But even .
here nothlng was left to chance, He divided the land among the twelve

. tribes of Israel according to His own soverelgn will.

f. He gave them rulers. v. 20-21. :
God did not forsake them. He gave them judges. Next, He gave them a
king in the person of Saul. This, however, was not His choice, but the
peoplels. UWhat grief they came to the time they rejected the sovereignity
of God! Then God removed Saul, beczuse of his discbedience and enthroned
David in his place. David is described as "a men after God's own heart."”

Used the following sermons in the sermon book: "The Man After God's Own Heart”
"4 Genuine Life.”



