A MAGIC FORMULA
Acts 9:32-43

In this passage we have a demonstration of the power of historic Chrisgtianity. In it we
have the account of the healing of & men, and the reising from the dead of a women. The
man was a simmer, and the womesn was a saint,

I.

The Digeased, Aects 9:32-.35,

The story of Christianity is woven sround suffering bumenity. OFf all the miracles
Christ performed, more than half of them were miraclea of healing. The mission of
Christianity is te salvage humenity. Sin has wrecked it, and Christ only carn reclaim

it.

1.

This is true of the physical, the mental, and the moral life of man,

Thée frailty., Acts 9:33,
Upon going te Iydda, which was about five miles east of Joppa, Peter found AFneas,

. who had been an invalid for eight years. His trouble was paralysis of the limbs,

Naturally that condition msde him a dependent on society.

Everv community hes ene or more such sufferers, a bedridden individuwal, a hopeless
ineurable, a pitiful bundle of wasting life. Such cases often cease to create
interest. They become & community burden, and interest inm them 211 but dies.

But each such case is somebody's opportunity to distinguish himself in love, in
attention, in tenderness, and in patience. It is the opportunity for some untold
saerifice, for some unrewarded love, for some wnpraised faithfulness, for some un-
failing devotien.

Such cases are God's opporiunity. BEvery sick body, every wrecked ilife, and every
ilost soul comstitutes the lord's oppertunity. The glory of Ged shines brightest
against the background of despair. The greater the neéd, the greater the cure is
manifest. There cannot be any great healing unless there is a grest disease.
Neither can there be any great deliverance unless there is a great bondage.

AFneas was a lost sinner,.ontside of the fold of Cod. Moreover, he is a type of

all simmers--becesuse of sin, umable to serve and to glerify God in his body.

"For when ye were yet without strength, in due time Christ died for the ungedly.®
Romans 5:6. God needs the bodies of men and women as chamnels through which He

een work, Peter was the lerd's agent in the healing of this great sufferer. The
Lord could have healed AEneas without the aid of Peter, but He did not do so. He
could hesl any case without the ald of a physician, but He usually uses the physician,
the nurse, and the material remedies.

Peter was not a perfect man, but God does not wait until He can find a perfect man.
Many of His noblest servants of the past have been men with meny faults. He used
then in spite of their faults.,

The foremia. Aests 9:34.

AFneas knew from long experience that he could not "arise" in his own strength,
and by his own power. He had tried repeatedly, bub had failed in every attempt.
Now this new formmle is introduced by the leading gospel preacher of that day.
"And Peter said unto him, AEneas, Jesus Christ meketh thee whole: arise, and make
thy bed. And he arose immediately.® DNotice that Peter addressed him by neme--
"ABnees," BEverybody likes to be remembered by name, and especially is this true
of the sick and the lonely. "AEness, Jesus Christ meketh thee whole: Arise, "
The promise here preceded the command, The promise was given to pave the way for
the command that fellowed. "“Jesus Christ mekes thee whole." ™Jesus Christ heals

*thee,"” The promise was for AFneas' immediate appropriation--it was not for him

to elaim at a later time. Here is & lesson for all of us who are seeking favors
of God, either for the body or for the scul. God's promises are for the here and
now,
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3. The falth, 2Rets 9334, ' o o . '
"Arise, and make thy bed. And he arose immediately." ILike many others, he could
have said, "I've tried it once amd failed." But now he has some foundation for
faith--"Jesus Christ heals thee." That same Christ healed the sick and raised the
dead when He was here in the flesh.

"Jesus Christ makes you whole", therefore "arise" in His name end by His almichty
pover, "And he srose :mmedlately. " AEneas accepted the magic formmla, and got
results. And not only did he get results, but through his influence and exsmple
many others were blessed. "And all that dwelt at Iydda and Saron saw him, and
turned te thé Iord." Saew him when? While he was in the bed suffering from palsy?
No, after he had been miraculously healed by the power of the Spirit of Goed. God
healed him in order that sinmers might hear him and heed his message.

II. The Dead, Aots 913643,

"Now there was at Joppa a certain disciple named Tabitha, which by interpretation is
ca,lled Doreas- 'th:.s voman was full of goed works amd slmsdeeds which she did."™ Acts 9:36.

There are stories that are more thrilling and more charming than this one, but none of
them weaves into 1t more primal elements, and none of them comes nearer zmalyzing life
for us, _

In the town of Joppa there lived a womsn whose constant thought and ambition were to
live a life of practical helpfulness to her neighbors. We know very little about her
except what is written in this chapter, but there is enough woven into this stery to
entitle her to a place smong the great., She was noted for her gemerous spirit and her
unselfish deeds. This wise and noble lady secems to have been the first women who was
inspired by Christ te be active in such works of love as sewing for the benefit of the

poar.

1. Eer l1ife,

- (1) Ber name was besutiful.
Her name was "Pebitha,” "Dorcas,¥ or "Gazelle," The ancients freguently went
te the animels for names. 4 bold man was compared to & lion, and a beautiful
woman waa compered to 8 gazelle, The gazelle, or antelope of Judah, which was
celebrated for its slender form, its graceful motions, and ite fiery and
beamtiful eyes, was frequently employsd by the Hebrews and ether Orientzls
as a type of femsle leveliness., It was & popular name for women, suggesting
beauty of form and feature, with gentleness of charscter and gracefulness of
action. The name given to this noble Christian woman suggests that she was

attractive and graceful.

Nemes are often expressions of character or inecidents in 1ife. The name of
Dorcas became & synonym for loveliness of character snd 1life, Often our names
become synonyms of our conduct. Every community hes its individual whose nsme
stands fer honor, kindness, charitableness, faithfulness, and kindred things.
The mention of their names suggests those admirable qualities. Also, there
are those vhese pames suggest certain wvesknesses, fauwlts, and sins, Who can
hear the name "Judas! without associating it with treachery and treason? Judas
may have had many good gualities, but this bad one colored his entire life.
Who can hear the name "Thomas" without asseeiating it with doubt? It isa
tradition that George Washingten told the truth when his father inguired about
who cut down the cherry tree. Tt msy be nothing more than s tradition, but
it has gained such currency that his name stands for truthfulness and honesty.
One deed mey merk s man for 1ife. One speech may mske a man immortal.

As you face life, may you find one urge in your heart or one great ambition,
namely, to live so that your nsme will stand for things that are noble and
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worthwhile. Remember that back of every good work is something more important
than the work, greater than any achievement is something more valusble than the
achiovement itself, and better than any record that any man can meke is the man
himgelf. '

(2) Her character was lovely.
From a sphere of beauty we pass to the sphere of knowledge. She was a disciple
ef Jesus Christ. OChrist had been preached to her, and she had beliseved in Him,
and had become His disciple. A disciple means that one has heard with open
mind the teaching of a scholar, has given considerable thought to the merits
of those teachings, and, after a season of thought, has accepted them and proceeds
to proelaim them. Real disecipleship has never come easy; it has never been
cheap., Disecipleship 1s based on thought, conviction, courage and action.

Dorcas was not ashemed or afraid to let the world know that she had accepted
Jegus ag her Saviour and enthroned Him as her ILord, evem though it wes neot
pepular then to be a disciple of desus. How her Christian chsracter must heve
heightened the charms of her personality! What an wnearthly dignity 1t geve %o
her bearing! What an angelic expression it gave to her countenance! What

& magic fascination it gave to her spirit and her wordsi

(3) Her life was wseful.
The life of Borcas was so good, so sympathetic, to true, and so useful that
she was nicknamed ™fhat levely weman." She was "full of good works and alms-
deeds which she did." Her Christian activity displayed itself especially in
the meking of garments for poor widows, many eof whose husbands had been lost
at sea. CShe probably purchased the materiasl with her own savings, wove it
with her own labor, and fashioned it into articles of wearing spparel with
her own hands, so that the coats and garments she distributed, besides being
a valuable gift of her charity, were substantial tokens of her industry as
well,

Dorcas did not live to hergelf., Her energies were spent in the interest of
others, What her conditionm in 1ifé was, we do not know. We suppose that she
belonged to the middle class of pecple, the ome between the poverty and riches,
but of the use she made of her time, talents, and means we are fully informed.
She was engaged in sdministering to the needs of the poor, and particularly in
making garments for them. The poor were constantly in her theughts as she
worked for them,

Dorcas saw an epportunity fer serviee on the wvery street where che 1ived. She
did not heve to go away to some strange lend to find a place of large and useful
service, but it was right at her door. Scme of us think oppertunities for
service and greatness are better sway from home, but she gave herself where

she lived. She did not walt for some great public deed to publish her noble
goul. In fact, she cared nothing for greatmess as sueh, but was busy doing

the 1little things thaet were found on every hand to Pe done. She was willing

to serve and be forgotten, but such service is never forgectten. Before one is
aware of it his little kindnesses will weave themselves into a garment of gleory.
Mpltitudes are willing to do great things, but are wnwilling to do the litile
things. Such people can never be great. Greatness comes in doing little things
in a great way, and he vhe is unwilling to do the little things in the right
spirit will never achieve the ebility nor the opportunity to do great things.

Some people are anxious to do scmething, but they cannot find anything te do.
Fortunate is the man who has trained his eyes to see opportunities when they
come, The man who can see the unseen is the man who will succeed. What is the
difference between the average man and the junk man? The junk man sees a
fortune in what others consider valueless and throw away, He comes down our
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alieys and to our back doors gatherding up the rubbish which we have east aside,
and from these cast-off things he makes his living and builds his fortune. The
difference is in what ope is sble to see. For ages the Niagara Falls flowed
over that fearful precipice, a thing to be wondered at and talked sbout, but
of no practical value to anyone. Finally, someone who could see more than
others conceived the idea of harnessing a part of that wasted pover, He dug

8 channel under the clty and built his machinery over that channel, then
opened 1%t inmto the river sbove the city, thus allowing a part of the river to
run under the city and turn the wheels of machinery. It was discovered that
power sufficient fo supply not only Wiagara itself, but also weny obther towns
and cities, was being wasted every day. The ability to see the unseen is a
wonderful achievement. Until a men is able to do this he is not even a candi-
date for success. No artist cen paint his pleture unless he cen see it ‘inm all
its glory on the white and untouched canvas. No senlvtor can carve an angel
in the stone before he ever touched it. No teacher can lead his pupils to
understand truths that he has not geen himgelf. Our world needs men and women
who can see the unseen., What do you see in your enviromment, in your diffieulties,
in your handleaps, in your sorrews, in your joys, in your friends, in your
opportunities, in your 1ife? The ability te seec things helps one's usefulness.,

Dorcas was a ugeful woman. 8She looked into the sabchel of her possibilities
and saw that she did not have meny talemts. She realized that she was nct what
the world wowid esll a gifted women, but she had one talent which she could
use for her Master. She could sew, so she decided to become a needlewoman

and use her talent te the best advantage. She did not live to herself, but
spent her energies in the interests of others. "This woman was full of good
works end almsdeeds which she did," Her benevolence was abounding. "She was
full of good works." There wasn't anything narrow in her sympathies or stinted
in her charity. Wherever sickmess or need were stretching out pale and piteocus
hands, there wes always one hand ready to grasp them and 1ift them wp. Her
berevolence was practical also. What a combtrast hetween her practical benevolence
and much of the charity teday, She did not spend her time idly plamning how
the poor of Joppa were to be relieved, but she took her needle and relieved
them. She worked unostentatiously and perseveringly and made the garments for
the poor widows. She did not employ others to do it for her, as is customary
with many in these days, and think that she had done her duty. She used her
own hands and plied the needle herself, and for all we know, without any
companions te assist and to encourage her. She immortalized herself by her
praectical helpfulness and neighborliness, and not by goed ideas, intentions
and resolutions,

Iife, in its finel anelysis, consists in doing rather than thinking, plamming
and resolving. There are many who talk long and loud of what they are going

to do, but they never get it done. There asre still others who are always
dresming of a day when they can suddenly step out of insignificance inte
prominence. They fancy that the peak of glory is reached by one lesp. Iet

me remind you that life is a stairway rising step by step arnd not as an elevator
that ascends with one flight from the botiem to the top. There are plenty of
cprortunities for us to do worthwhile things. The world is waiting for people
who are willing to Jdo something.

Her death,

Hotwithstanding her beautiful neme, lovely character amd ugeful life, Doreas was
uneble to ward off the attack of the last enemy, death, so she passed from this
mortal scene, leaving beliind her the memory of her saintly character and 1life %o
suggest whither she had gone. In comsequence of her piety and beneveclence Dorcas
was much lamented. The people felt that she had died all too soon, In their
grief they washed her, and, instead of burying her, they placed her in an upper
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chamber and sent for Peter, who was only five miles away.

When Peter came to preach the funeral of Dorcas a long line of mourning friends
met him, each holding some coat or garment snd saying, "Iook what she lef't me."
It had not been a matter of leaving keepsalkes, but it had been a custom of a useful
life to render such help as was needed in the community where she lived, little
thinking that such little deeds would outlive her, One's character is often un-
consciously made. The garment of glery is most often woven out of the little
threads of daily 1ife that are thoughtlessly dropped aleng the path., A question
thet should never be allowed to die, and which each individual should answer for
himself is, "What am I leaving béhind?? Are you leaving your posterity a good
name? Are you going to leave your community a beneficent influence? Are you
going to leave a record that your friends will not be ashamed of, one that they
will not feel that they have to justify? '

There has been an ingatiable desire smong men to leave something to perpetuate
their namés and records. For this purpose the kings of Egypt bullt pyremids,
the monarchs of Firope established their dymasties, and handed their heritage
from father to sen; while certain philanthropists have built schools and endowed
ecolleges, and still others have erscted tall shafte of marbie by the side of
the place where they hoped they weuld be buried; but the mosit enduring monument
one con leave to perpetuste his name and wsefulness is a good life. What will
you leave behind when you leave this world? :



