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What shall I do, Lord?" Acts 22:10.

Uhind T said, ¥
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nave determined the course of a great life, Here it was 2 guestion which changed
the man's 1ife and turned it into new chamnels.

Tt is alwzs interesting to lock at turning voints end to study the forecese which

Never wes there & man W 0, wr Lo thet moment, felt less need of asking such &
guestion ag, "lord, what wll +hou have me to do?% HNever was there a man whoss
path wes plainer before him; never a men more sure of his ourposge and his goal

in 1ife, or more determined to resch it.

From his youth he had tmen devoted to the study and the meintenance of the religion
of Israel. Born a Hebrew of %the Hebrews, znd of the straitest sect of the Pherisees,
his zifts and his character early marksd E*- for distinction. FHe wag sent to
Jerusalem to study the sacred law, and there he sat at the feet of Gemaliel. In
the sospel of Christ he saw only a blasphemous mssault on the fsith of the fathers,
snd in Jesug one whom he considered sn impostor. v ervwao;e he spoke and worked
against the Christisn disciples, snd at the stoning of Steohen he held the gar-
mentc'of those who stoned $that first mertyr. Ageinst 211 of the followers of

Jesus he was exceedingly engry. Becsuse of his zeal snd energy he soon became

the chief of the enemies of the early Christians. He was not content with his
conquest 8% Jerusslem, but having heard thet the odious heresy had broken out at
Dsmascus, he gharbted thither, armed with suthority to arrest snd to drag into
prison those who confessed the peme of Jesus. His was a fury that spsred neither
age N0Y SeX,

On his wey to Damascus he verily thought that he was rendering 2 great gervice

to God. As he drew nesr the city, with the snow-crowmed ﬁEvmon looming up in
the distance, suddenly & bright light shone from heaven; a light so bright that
it blinded him, and the fierce sersecutor fell helpless to the ground. 48 he
lay there he hesrd a volce which said, "Saul, Senl, vhy @ersecufeqt thou me?!
Tal guesiion termﬂﬂaied'hia antimathy. The amtonAShed Saul replied with sacred
curiosity, "Who art thou, Ioxd?" Then the voice said, "I sp Jesus whom thou per-
secutest.” To this Ssul snsvered, "lord, whet wilt thou have me to do?”

T+ should be kept in mind that Seul of Tarsus was not a vaciliating weakling.
He wss not one to be ea2sily deunted or deterred. There 1s suf?*cient oroof that
he w-e well educated for his dsy, that he was a public figure, a men of vrestige,

of determined character and of marked valor. His meeting with Christ wrought
miraculous changes in him. His plamned underteking was permanently disrupted. He
bade Tarewell to his néeavorc and humbled himself at the feet of a new Faster.
Hls thrests of slaughter venished forever. Soon he become filled wwt? the Spirit,
hanged from a maddened s ate of bloodthirstiness to the making of melody in bis
uecrt anto the Tord. What & miracle of grzcel He completely lost sizht of his
a

unholy zim. Tt disappesred as & bubble bursting in the air, One of the cutstand-
ine things sbout his conversion wes the completenss of his surrender to Christ.
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His whele coposition to the Seviour co+¢ahsed like & grest Tortress whose founda-
tions have been wniermined, :

We must never forget that uod,ﬁas . olan for every 1ife. He has & pettern Tor
avery GhmchLe¢. He has sn _d,el _or every soul. THach 1ife is going to be
successful in proportion as it fulfil s the plen God has for it, God's
bizgest and best thing for any life Eb ascertain His wilz O 1
greztest privilege we shall have in “this Jife. To follow Hi
fidelity, and to achieve His will for our lives are the gﬂea s
in our lives. It is indeed a wonderful thing for one to bz abl
Christ, "Not my will but Thine be done.™
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God's will came first in the 1ife of Christ. He made His 1ife conform to God's
plar for it. He wanted God's will to be done regerdless of what thab will

might be. He was chedient to God's will in everythinz. In the accomplishment

of the Father's will, Chriet brought neople to God, ceused them to know Him,

and made them heony in Fim, Among those whom he ssved and made happy in Him was

'&MWomemmgmefMaﬁdnffmeﬂMﬂexmﬁﬁnmvncmr seripture lesson,

Qur subject &nd text indicaste three thingsim—
A Personzl Concernm.,

Mihat shell I do, Tord?" The lord's will for his life was a matter of personal
concern with Saul. At that time, he was not interested in the Iord's will for
the life of amy obher individwel, but he was deeply concerned about it for his
own life, He wented divine direction conceraing what he should do. e was
ready end esger to accept God's will for his 1ife. In order to do that he sur-—
rendered his selfguidance, his self-will, and his self-righteousness. He Tell
to the grourd as an unbeliever, but he asrose a believer, He Tell as a sinner,
but he arose as a ssint. He fell ss a hater of the gospel, but he srose a8 a
hersld of it. ' ‘

One is grestly impressed by the completencss of his s1
Iord., The entire strengzh of his neture, orgsnized ipiined agai
yret imediately over to His control. It was a casé of perfect shaniomment,

Wrhen he asked, “whai shall I do, Lord?" he put his whole 1ife &t the disposal of
Christ, He gave into the hands of Christ the steering-wieel ané the engine con-
trol and stood by to ohey orders. He made Cbrlc% Master of the ship, He halled
Christ Lord of his whole personzlity. He would tske up whatever work Christ
bade him do. Everything was flung into the melﬁingvpot, to be run into the moulds
end to be resheped by Christ. He 1ifted self cut of the seat of suthority inm
nis life, and substituted Christ instesd. He was ready to go snywhere and to de
anything the Lord wanted him to do. From that hour forwerd he wes in *he hends of
the Mester as clay in the hands of the potter.
Thig cuestion of versonal concern in our text brings before ug: =——
instinet of & new-born soUl, namely, action. OChristi-
anity mest Find ex ove uion in action, for genuine R:te nroduces activity. There
is wery 1little Christienity shout a man if it is nol meking him do scmething
c the lord and for others.
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2. One who nmade an absoluie surrender of himself to the Lard, Th
gignelized his surrender, which was 1 g e
to his Iord.

3, One who nermivted the Lord to choose his life work for him. That wss the oni
s

rige course he could have parsued. likewise, it is the wise thing for us to

. You will notice that he here puts Llﬁsel in the position of a soldier

ting for orders. He would not stir until he received the commsnd of his

icer. He stood quite ready to do it, bub be wented to know whal the order
+ . -

be., He was cager to plesse Him Who haod cslled. Right then and there,
he wes ready to become a bondslave of Christ.

A Pertﬂnenf Consideration.

The guestion of our text, ™What shall I do, ILord?" is indeed a very pertinent
one for our considerstion, as well ag thet of Saul, Nothing is more aporoprizte
for our congideration than the question of what the Iord would have uvs do in our
daily lives. It ocught to be comsidered by

1. The lost. : )
et shall I do, Lord?" when my soul is rent and form by & consclousness of
guilt and gin? The correct answer is, "Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and
thou shalt be sswed.”

2. The Pardoned,
Mihat shall I do, Lord?® seeing Thou in Thy mercy hest redeemed and forgiven
me? The enswer is "Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with a1l thy heart, and
with a1l thy soul and with 211 thy strength, end with 211 thy mind."™ fThou
shalt glorify uOQ in thy bﬁdy and thy Sb”r¢u.” TMou shell zo end work todsy
in My vireyerd.”
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Mhat ehall T do, Lord?" when tossed sbout and temmted. “¥e enswer 1g, "Thou
shalt [lee vnto Me to hide thee.” 'L will grengthen t%ee

Lo The dying. :
Mifhet shell I do, Lord?" when my strength feileth: vhen my Fearthly house
of this tabernzcle® is being dissolved; when I =m summoned bteo sppear hefore
Thee? Fis smever is, "Thou shalt put thy trust in Me.® I will uphold thee
with My victoricus right hand.®

when we are burdened vwith sin, ocur way in un ceruszn, and we are geeking the bless-
edness of 2 higher life. When This question ie asked earnmestly one is never Jaft
without an answsr, :

We ghould comnsider God's will For our 1°ves, and breathe the prayer of cur text

& Practiczl Chellenge.

This cuestion, "Whet ghall I do, Lord?" is a very oraciic 1 one. The Will of
the Tord for us certsinly cen be discovered. TPeul lesrned whet 1t was in his.
cege, not only when he asked for that Information at his conve rﬂloo, cut glso in
his gubsecuent exveriences. May We Imow Godte will Tor our lives “oday? TYes,
For that nurpose we have the Word of Cod, the privilege of nrayer, snd the

r t e Holy %ﬁi it ‘




e that He replie
d.
Hig gra ndsst thousht for yvou and me is salvation. That is what He wisghes us
to have and to enjoy. That slavetion is offered to sll throush renentance and

PR
TELITR .

2. "I want you to be separated from the world.?
he geve HEimegelf for cur sins, that He might deliver us from this present evil

world, aCCOdeEg to the will of God and our Father,.? Gelatisns 1l:i.

3. "I want you to holy in 1ife.*
"For this ies the will of § d. I Thessalonians FA I

Ae L vwrnt vou to be thankful in everything.®
'In everything give thanke; for this is the will of God in Chrigt Jesus con-
cerning you." T Thessaloniansz 5:18, '

5. ®I want you to be My friend.” :
e are My friends, if ye do whatsoever I command you." John 15:14.

€. "I want you to be My witness.”
"We are My witnesses galth the Lord.™ Isaiah 43:10.
"We ghall be witnesses unto Me,¥ Acts 1:8.
The tasgk of the Christian is the revelsticn of Christ,
This tekes ig performed by words, by weys, by walks, and b7 works,

ur lord wents us to trust Him, to Follow Him, and to vork for Him. And these
things ve ought to do gledly. To do Hig will should be ovr aim and effort.
Nothing greater or more glorious colild be desired, and I know of nothing that
can bring ag deep satisfaction. Life to me is not a guestion of being this or
that, or of hsving this ‘v thet; it is simply a guestion of the will of fod =

»

knowlng i%, living it, and deing it.

And vhatever work in lif ig chesen, and whatever calling a man follows 1n that
calling he cen honor God and do good to his fellowmen. For everyone of us there
ig a particulaer work to dos . On the ront of the house on the hilltop in Pitts-
burz, Pennsyivaniz, where Pittsburgh's famous astrono@ev Fﬁd instrument ﬂ?%er,
John Braghear, made hig first telescepes is this inscription, which wes not
originel with Brashear, but one which he 1liked 1o guote for the bene™lt of young
meny "Somew ere beneath the sters is a work which wou aTODD were

Bever rest until you heve found 1t.0

When you Tind yourself on a wrong neth, snd God hes made plein His way and His
will to you, then there 1s only one t%ing for vou to do, and thet is to tske that
_wey and to take it ab once. Paul seid thst when he heard the Iord's volce, that
he asked "What shall I do, Ierd?" and mpon receiving the ansver, he was "ot
disobedient to the hesvenly visicn.” There is only one thing to fesr as you face
the will of%0d, Discover HL will for vour life
of everyth*“ glze,
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the future, and that is not o do
and then do that will regerdless




