WHY NOT NOW?

"And as he reasoned of fi ghteousness, temperance, and judgnent to come
trembled, and answered, GG thy way for this time: when I iyl

T will call for thee,? Adehbs 240225,

o

It is always interesting to know somsthing of the personal characteristics of great

~men. In these days curiosity aboul such mabters is amply satisfied by blography,
Journalism and rvhobtography

Our text portrays 2 men whose career ls one of interest and of warnine., I picturss

a man who started on the lowest rung and climbed to the top of the peolitical ladder.

However, he was a man of great energy and talent vho wielded the T a tyrant
with the femper of a slave.

Q

been threatened in Jerusalem., Under the protection of many soldiers
ul had been rushed to Caesarea by the Ramean authorities. There he
w&s j.,}_ae::eci n the custody of Felix, the governor of Judsa. Paul received a full
hearing before Felix concerning the charges which had been preferred against him,
This hearing convinced Felix that the Roman Empire was not endangered by this Jew,
tut he held Paul for further guestioning. Zater, he sent for Paul, a@‘dert}v hoping
to secure a bribe, and with Drusillia, whom he had enticed from her husband, he sai to
hear what Paul had to say.

In this interview, as described in our text, I see four things:
I. A Distinguished Preacher.

Paul was 2 preacher with a distinguished ancestry, great nati?e ab

ility, good
training, polished sducation, c¢lean moral 1ifs, remarkable corversi
£ > >
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ing, on, apostolic
call, prspared message,‘couragmouq snivit and great spiritual pOWm . Paul was
not surpasssd in native or acqulrﬁ@ abilit yq He was a splendid match for the
greatest philosopher of his day. Iven though his limbs were manaclisd with the
chains of a prisoner, his spirit revalled in a liberty which no tyrant could
destroy and no prison walls could circumseribe. No audience ever had a better
or greater prsacher than Paul, except the one who listened to the preaching of
Jesugs Christ. Of all who have ever preached, Paul was second only to FH“?S&.
In his preaching Paul was sympathstic, iearless, courageous, uncompromising,
eroic and faithful,
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II. A Famous Audlence.

One member of this famous audience to which this distinguished
was Felix, the governor of Judea. He was born in slavery, hut

early in 1ife. Through rascality ke had come into prominence and office. Hs
wags both an unseripulous poliiician and a ferrilbie grafier. In his nrrsopaE
1ife he was immoral and licentious, ILust, greed and inhumanity were siamped
or: his face, He was an inveterale ﬁ%ocvaszlnauor, an avaricious money-hunter,
an sxtortionate znd cruel Jjudge, & cralfiy promoter of his own interests and an
unprincipled trampler on the rights of otﬂerv¢ Jogsephus said that Fellx was

Py

the worst ruler who ever Swayed the destinies of Judsa,

;‘
QJ

Drusilla was the second member of this famous auvdience. Her ancestors
notoricus. Her great-grandfather, Herod the Ureat, killed the babes of Bethl
at he time of the birth of Jesus, iHer g“e~«~unc¢sf Herod Antipas; slew John the

Baptist. Her father murders Apostle James. Drusilla was married to Azizus,
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el k4
listening to the overtures of the wily and ssductive Felix, she deliberatel
deserted her hushend and 1ived with the governor in open &in and shame. Drusilla
was attractive, beaubtiful,; graceful, immoral and shameless. She was nol only 2

the king of Emesa, when she was only if teer vears of age, A vear latsr, after

womsht of highly emalted bl“tﬁ and ripe pergonai %eaub“ but alsy of manifestly
trifling disposition, desply depraved character and al@a“Hj seared consclence.

1

epr
Felix and Drusilla weres the biggest sinners in the wholg countiry,

l..
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Ath time hanging heavily over this immoral, dishonsst and erusl couple, nuite
auuraliy they wanted some new excitement, or s musodg to ﬂ*usc, entertain and
help them to pass away the hours, Conseguently, they sent for Paul. It msiters
1little whether they sent for Paul our of idle curiosity, or out of a desire for

material zain or bscause of hungry hearts. The meovtanu thing was the fact
that Paul came. After all, 2 distinguished preacher addressed o Iamsus audisnce
composed of the two biggest sinners in the nation. Evidently hoping to rsceive
a bribe, Felix sat with the woman, whom he had enticed from her lawful husbhand,
to hear what Paul had to say. '

A Fodel SBermon,

1

TT

It is very interesting to note what Paul preached to this famong audience, He
might havs utiered some harmless platitudes or glittering gensralities. He
might have spoken words of f7a+tewy. Instead, he SvOO' in the presence of this
wicksd couple, in whom was all that is dishonorable in human nature, and preached
to them the truth whish they needea to hear. He dsalt with the sins of thig gelf-
indulgent and sinful Gcaple who thought they could de snything they liked with
drapunity.

There are thrse things aboub Faul's sermon which asre notesworthy and impressive,

L. The thems.
Paults thems was "The Faith In Christ Jesus.® He was the greatest prsachsr
of his day and he preached on "The Faith In Christ Jesus" -~ nothing more
and nothing less.

2. The sityls,
Paul reasoned instead of ranting and beating the air., His message was logical,
comprehensive, personal, practical and seriptural. :

¢} ‘

ions stood oul compicucusly in Paul's sermon, They were not
OQether haphazardly, but were logieally comnected, revealing a

Line of thought and one of great Importancs., The subjects with
231t are neither out of date nor out of placs today,

e

{1} Righteousness.
Paul p presented to them the rightecusness of Christ -~ the right, true
and hapwy way of 1ife, which was depicied by our lord in word, and dmeﬁ

and declared by Him to bs Godts will for all men, Having ite root i
the word “right,” rightsousness means 2 conformity to the will of Gad,

is
or the full digcharge of one’s dutiss Lo both God and men. We must
concarned aboud wﬁan God wouid have us do, rather thar with what will
please the people with whom we live ox vﬁth what will suit us,



Paul preached righteousnsss to a man whose chief business was Lo wcﬁ~
out Justlce, He talked to him about his failure to do his duty. It is
always appropriabe to preach to a man about his duty in his own occupat.-

ion. 4 preacher cammol do his duby by dealing mersly in generalities.
Felix was guilty of extortion in taxation, accepting brit o

a 1ife of one gin. Doubtless Pawl sought to awaken hi elsnce Ly

reminding him of the widows whom he had defranded of their inher tances,

the fatherless children who wers left to beg their bread, and the many -
" .

WIOYE dﬂcls_ons and unfair judsments he had r eadercd becavae of the
bribes he had received. Paul reasoned of righteousness which neither

member of his famous audience posssssed.

{2} Selfconirsl,
The word which Paul used here, which is ¢
Authoriged Jer51on, means far mors than
intoxicants, I involves the proper comt o
special referents to chastity. It mesns sel fu
Self-control means the power to master, gui
of bedy, mind and spirit so as to attain ta
are capable of reaching., Inasmuch as Felix sn
themselves over to unbridied lust, and had b
themselves through the gratification of ih
preached pointedly and personally to

thes 5
something that nelbther of them exhibited in ths least,
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Cemperance” in the
§ne nte from the use of
ie whole person, with
rol or self-mastery.
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{2} Jnudgment,
After preaching te Felix and Drusilla aboub Lghueouspess, which nel
of them possessad, and self.contrel, which neibher of them exhibited,
Paul procesded to reason with them about the Judmment to come , which
they would never he able to sscans. Doubtless Paul made it olear that
unless they repsnted of their sins, Tor which they were inexcusable
before God; the judsment to come would certainly caich them and thay
woild be sent to hell, While 1$$ﬁ9ﬁ;ﬂg to.Pauls Felix visualized the
great white throne, the books being opened and himsel? arraisned beforsa

a

Cthe Great Judge Whom he had rejected as his Saviour,

thar

Even though the judmmeni to come is Ieft out of much, if not most,
preaching today, it ¢ not 1left out of Godts Word, This
solemn note raeverberat ible either was the judoment

PN

e
Jinee the Judsment to come is
2y one of us o be “Wﬁﬁa”Fﬁ

Lo come left oub
eertain +

for it,
Thus Paul preached a thrsefold message, nanmely, Christ crucified and
rightsonsnese by faith in Him, Christ risen and self-control by faith in

g8
Him, and Christ coming again and the Iudement that would inevitably
bf&&ll thege who r aﬂed to exercise faith in Him. Paul’s sermon was
directly mersonal and intensely practical in its eontant.

iV, A Disappointing Result.

Gospsl preaching is divinely intended to convines the inbellect, stir the
gensibilities and affacet the will, Paunl's wcd al sarmon wag 3repared and delivered



-l -

with a view io veauk*ng the sins, awakening the consecliences, arousing thes torpid
Fe! £

spirits and mesting the i nful hearers. Addressing them

beings, Paul souviﬁ to enlighten J“a”f minds and to carry conviction to their
judgments, Bub, after Paul had done his Weww Lest, even the marvelous sermon
} fae & 3

of that distinguishsd preachsr produced a disappointing sffect

lence was impressed.

2. That member of the avdisence was not improved. How was Felix affected by
T ww

4
9
Paul's sermon, bto which he listened sc attentively?

over him.
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{1} A Strange

{2} He was convichted of his sins.
{2} He realized that he was not right with Cod.

{1} He was stirred desply. . :
{5} He trembled with fear of the judgment, VYhen Felix understood the truth,

ulue naburar‘f he feared the result., Therefore, in that crisis hour

‘elix hremb f _ ,_”Em of that! Cruel, licenticus, dissipated, . _ _
debauched and wicked man that he was, this pagan governor was gtill a
man who had been made in the image of God, made To hear God's voice and
sndowed with the privilege and ability of doing Gedfs will,

"Bown in the human heart,
Crushed, by the uumpuu*,
Feelings lie burlsd that
grace can restoreg
Touched by a loving heart,
Wakened by kindness,
Chords that ars broken
will vibrate once mors.

c’l

- Thet was whal was happening din this case, 4 chord, vwhieh was far down
Jin the depths of the heart of Felix, that had long been silent, was
vibrating once mors. ?he gword of ths Spirit plerced that tendsr spot,

undernsath the crust, with the arrow of truty, Conssguently, Felix
trembled at the very thought of the judgment which was awalting so

L

& simmer a8 he,

(6) He procrastinated.

Instead of zaying, "God be msreiful to = rmer, " Felix said fo Paul,
"o thy way for this tims." That w ving could have
done, Dismissing a. preacher never destroys the truth.

Felix sesmed to think that his being saved was just a very smell mabtier,
which he would be able to accomplish ab any time, Many ars 1ike him mﬂ
this respeel btoday. DPuit they are wrong. Salvation is never accomplished
without the ﬁ;ace of God. He offers the benefilts of His grace to you

who are unsaved now, bub you have no assurance whatever that His saving
grace will be offered to you in the future.



L5 .
rifled with his golden opportunity, His pracrastinat50§ was a
rajection because God sent the preacher, he rejected Christ,
“msLsﬁﬁd the Holy Spirit and went on cleaving to Satan. He made tam
Wrong de
is never safe for anybody to say goodbye to Jod.

!,

Why did Felix shul the door &f hope in his owm facae?

8., For political reasons,
He uhoughﬁ that if he would keep Paul in
favor with the Jews. He was 1ike moeny in our day who sell tnair
immortal souls for the purpose of votes for an office,
b. For financial reagons. ,
Felix hoped that Paul would give him some money to release him, He
was selling his soul for fhb sake of getiting money. The love of
oney was predominant with him,
¢, For sccial reasons,
There was not a Christian in the social cirele in which he moved,
His assoclates were not interested in morality, g odtin
ilife. He was not willing to be separated from that
‘de. For sensucus reasons,

me sﬁly seb.

LA

Felix was living in open adultery with Drusilla, and was ﬂot willing

5 o

to give up his sinful marner of 1ife and send be” baek to her lawful

hushand from whom he had taken her,

It is so sasy to procrastinate., Man is 2 natural prograstinator. It isg

on when he yielded to Sa%aﬂ's appeal to posipons action, Ih

ness or sternal

natural to put off until tomorrow what ought o be done today, especially

if it is unplessant or diffienlt., Tt is foolish to assim to tamorrow
o =

2 value above that of teoday. The most valuable portion of time is Loday.

In fact; it is the only portion of time of which we carn be sure. Ood
gives us great promises, but He binds Himself only o today,

It is dangerous to say that we will do this or 'thau tomorrow or at a
more convenient season because a different set of " circumsiances, stale
of mind or disposition of heari may render a right decision far more
difficult, The truly convenient season for Fellk was when Godts voice
was echoing in his sovl, awakening his conscisnee and causing him to
tremble with fear of what was coming.

This member of Paul's audisnce only promised, Felixz said, "When I have a

convenient season, I will call for thee.” It is a common habit of people to

1ull an awakened conscience by putting off an acceptance of Christ wrbil &

=

more convenient season., Felix trisd to guist his aroused conscisncs feica

promising to call for Paul at a more convenient season for becoming a Christian,
He failed by trusting to a fulure sesson., He gobt over his atiack of spiritual

amgnn&¢01t1w v”thouu an am@raulon. Hig iP+SRU¢Q“ and prowiss with roference
You are right,

ng, In substance he sai id, ’

Paul, bu;nm:nm f Tmﬁ ﬁuﬁ“isr;? caﬁwﬁoaémwfmosmm, One always
flnds a convenient season for what he loves best. So, if he dées not find
it convenient to accept Christ and receive salvation, it is because he
conq1uers other things more important, The most convenient season Felix

7er had was when Paul was urging hinm ecelve Christ as his Saviour.

Hot wanting or intending to die and appear at the Judmment j

that day, Felix salved his conscience by a wromise that af a fufur
when it mig n* be more convenient for him, he would send for Paul aga
his matter of hie soul's etermal salvation.




Unsaved friend, no season will ever be as convenient for you as ths present,
How is the right and the most convenlent time that you will ever have to
receive Christ as vour Savicour,’ “uleoneL, it might be the only time., Do
not remain any longer under condemnation when Christ hasg offered you for-
giveness and salvation from sin, Do nob pul off we g your dearsst and
pest Friend into your heart and 1ife. Do not deprive yvourself of the peacs
joy, strength and blessings which He offers you now. "Believe on the Lord
Jesus Christ and thou shalt be saved." Why not do it now?

O

ge
Whils your Father calls you home,
WiLl you not, my brother, come?
You have wandered far awsy:
Do not risk another day:
Do not turn from God your face,
But, boday, accept His grace.

He wiil &

not
not
nob
not

Lilsv
Wby

Yy

youn all
Why nob
to Jegus
1” o *ng‘r
- to Jesus




