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A MCDEL SERVICE

PImmediately therefore I sent to thee; an? thou hast well done that thou art come.
Now therefore are we all here present before Go?, to hear all things that are
commanded thee of GoA.® Aects 10:33.

This chapter tells us about a most interesting gathering in the house of Cornelius,
whose face was aglow with earnesiness ar® hope., There is something unusuval in this
text, namely, that before the preacher began his sermon the auviience eoul? say to
him: "We are all here present.® That was & good thing to say. It must have been
an inspiration to Peter, as it certainly woul” be if spoken to?ay by a2 congregation
to a preacher.

A Mo~el Congregation.,

1, It was s punctual congregation. -
When Peter arrived all were present. - To each of them the first of the service
wag of highest importance. One-of the embarrassing features to rightly taught
and cultured people is the lack of punctuality on the part of many who attend
church services in thesé Jays. Some people sre always late. Whether they are
late to the services on account of laziness, slowness or in order that they
might be seen, they not only miss a psrt of the services, but they “lsturb those
les?ing in the worship an? others who are present on time. In many cases it is
a mere habit, but to say the leest it is & bs” one an? is a reflection on those
who are guilty. Morecver, it is a habit which can be overcome with a very little
effort‘o
2. It was a reverént congregation. )
Its members 717 not meet in a frivolous spirit. They were not afraif of Go? but
they ha? Him in awe. There was no whispering an® talking in that congregation.
Well might we pray that those coming inte our midst might be charme? an? won by
a beautiful reverence on our pert.

3. It was an attentive congregation. '
They regarde? the Apostle s Go''s spokesman an? they were rea’y to hear what
he ha? to say. They had assemble® for the specific purpose of hearing GoA's
mesgage through His servant. Meny motives influence attendance upon religious
services nowalays. Some are present to see, some to be seen, some to criticize,
some to while away the time, some to be with others, scme from habit, some from
curiosity, an? some to worship Go? an? to learn His will,

4. It was a praying congregation, N
Prayer was a regular function with them, They i® not look upon prayer as a
Auty to be performe? in a perfunctory mammer. They consifere? prayer a matter
of tremendous importance. Their prayers were not generalizations or vain
repetitions. Instead, they were “efinite an? pointed. They wanted a preacher
to come an? guide them in the truth, so they prayed for what they wanted and
got it.

5. It was a truth-seeking congregation. )

They wéere willing to put forth an effort to get the truth. Go? Airecte? them

to sen? for Peter. Immediately they Aispatche? messengers to bring him. then

Petér arrived he inquired, "For what intent have ye sent for me?" They 4id not

sen? for him because he possesse? a gran’ personality, ha® a rea”y f{low of words,

ha? sbility to stiract crow’s, or was a goo? mixer. They invited him to come

to them because they wanted to know the whole counsel of Go?. Their min's were

untrammelled by prejulice$ an? unbisse?® by “ogmas. They were prepare” to accept

vhatever (od might comman? them through His servant,




It wae 2 witnessing conﬂregetlon.

While they were weiting for the arrivsl of Peter, Cornelius calle? together hisg
relatives an' witnesse? to them. Empty chuPches are tragedies, an? are Aue to
a8 lack of witnessing to neighbors an? frien?s, Here is vhere one's Christian
Auty begins, COne vho will not witness to his neighbors will not witness sbroad,

It was a liberal congregation.

They knew nothing about Christian giving, but they gavé "much alms." They were
not btlin? to the poverty an” Jistress about them, nor 717 they turan “eaf ears
to the ealls for help. Thejr giving was not just enough to say that they had
responde?, but they gave "much." There sre some libera]l givers in every goo?
congregation. :

‘II. A Model Preacher,

1.

2.

3.

A prayling preacher,
There is no power apart from praver to Gé&d.
T ¥

L prescher with a world vision.

He became such 2 preacher through prayer. Before he praye? he wss 5 Jew with 2
message for the Jews. Through prayer an? fasting Go? was preparing him by a -
vision for a call to a foreign field.,. Go? broke “ouwn his prejulice an® self-
interest an? he willingly sai’, "Opesk for Thy servant heareth.® GoA's will
became hi will. He was realy to go wherever God wmight lea”® him. He ecare”? nothing
about criticism so long as He ha” Go?'s approval.

A preacher of the Word of God. ~ ' .

~ He began to %tell them of the "Word vhich Go? sent.® He 4i4 not have any time

to entertain seskers after the truth with travelogues or tales of Jewish customs.
Their souls were hungry for GoA's truth an® he fe them.” Tt is the task of

the preacher to thirow the lifeline to the shipwrecke?d an? to fee? an? warm those
who have been save? from shipwreck.

A trﬁe minister df‘the Gospel of Christ haes a threefol? ministry to perform.

(1). The mlnlctry of thinking,
The foree of this contention w1ll probably be granted by all, but if a man
is to think he must have time In which to 2o it, He has to sift the “ust-
heap of opinion. He has to spen? his intellectuwsl strength In gsthering
manna for his people, an? the church that Jenies its minister the necessary
timé for this work is, in the long run, itself the loser. The minister who
wandersg restlessly from house to héuse is at one an? the same time robbing
the church an® himself. Nothing in the worl? worth possessing is easily
obtained. The man who sesks knowledge must be willing to give mental sweat;
“the man who seeks wealth must be prepare® to "live laborious 2ys"; an? the
man who seeks power must be rea’y to sacrifice ease.

(2). The ministry of spesking,
1+ is by free speech that free thought is kept alive. If you muzzle the
one you kill the other., I% is essentizl that we shoul?! enjoy the fullest

liberty in which to tell oul the whole message of God.

(3). The minietry of scting.
Cree? an? Aeed must go together, This is the only orthodoxy that is of any
value. One great question we shoul? ask ourselves is, Does my religion
meke me any better? This is the real test to apply. Clemacter is the great-
est evansellatlc agency. 1t is what we are that tells.




I1I. A Mocdel Message.

1.

3.

It is a message for all, ' .
"I perceive that Go? is no respecter of persons." This messsge is suite” to
the needs of a2ll. 411 nee? it, an? what a responsibility we have to proclaim

it.

It is a message of salvation.

It centers in Christ. "Whosoever believeth in Him shall receive the remission
of sins.” It is the only messege men need, an? the only message that can bring
salvation to any. We need to soun® forth this message. "Neither is there sal-
vation in any other: for there is none other name unfer heaven given emong men,
vhereby we must be saved." Wuhat if people 4o not hear of that name?

It is a message that ealls for obedience.
He so proclaime? this message that the saved were le? into the path of obedience

an® happy. service.

IV, MoAdel Resulis.

1.

2.

3.

The outpouring of the Hely £pirit in mighty power, This brings conviction to
Christisns who are remiss in their Auties an? neglectful of their spiritual
opportunities. Following this they went  +to witnessing an? proved that they
were right before God. Then the Holy Spirit began to work among the lost,

The publié profesgsion of faith'in Christ 2s Saviour.

The baptism of the save? as a witness to others.

When thesé things take place the saifits are refreshed, sinners are saved, the church

is blesse?, an? the Lord is glorified. We may have these results if we ~“esire them
enough to pay the price for them.




