& MESSACE ON A MIRACLE

Gets 3:12-26

4 leme men had been healed. The veonle were convinced thet sz grest miracle
had been verfrrmed. Out of curiosity & great crowd had come fo-ether to hear

sbout it. Peter wae guick to see an ovnortunity to vreach to them sboubt Jesus
Christ, The occasion bréught the erowd, Turnished the text, end supvlied the

CrUrsge.

Eere was a ~rest cpvortunity for self-glerification, but this was not in the
thou~hits of the faithful witnesses. On the contrary they furnished & con-
apietious illustrstion of that hiding behind the cross which is the ~lory of the
Christisn ministry. The neonle ﬁarvel?d, ag one might have expected. They
thou~ht the miracle was the work of the ztostles, but Peter and Jokn were but
the acvents. They considered that the s-ostles periormeﬁ the miracle by their
"own mower or holiness." Yeter at onece scu bl to correct the false impression,
and to sweep the thought from thelr m . Peter wanted all of “he glory to
be ziven to his divine Master. As all eves looked with min-led awe and smsze-
ment at the epostles, and every heart trembled with a strange revererce in
their nresence, Peter was anxious that ihe Lord have all the glorvy for whet had
besn done.

He affirmed that their Yod bad wrought the miracle, and that He had done so in
order to clorify His Sonm. God was the suthor of the miracle, and they were
the 1ﬁSu“uments, and they becsme the instruments becsuse of their faith in the
nzme of Christ.

Peter immediately disavowing all personsl merit in the miracle, connected the
healing of the cripple w1th Jesus of Nagareth, and presented the case in a

chain of testimony that is irrefutable, It wes Jesus of Nezareth whom they

had erucified. Peter rendered himself very unpopular thst day. He lost a

good opnortunity to court the favor of the leaders He poured out the most
seathing rebuke he was cepable of uttering, IHe chargcd then with the murder of -
Jesus Christ. He megnified the sheme snd horror of their crime, He arrsigned
them before the tribunal of eterral justice, and flashed the fires of hell in
their faces.

Along with this, he vointed them umerringly to e way of forgiveness. God hates
gin, but 1oves the sinrer. God will forgive the penitent, but will nunish the
impenitent. He did not winimize thelr guilt, but he magﬂmfled the love and

- forziveness of God.

In the bistory of their conduct, Peter sietched their treatment of Christ., This
ke did by a graduated method, until he reached the terrible crfisis of murder.
They "delivered him up.™ ”bey abandoned Him to Hie enemies. They reliected

Him, They denied His Messishsehip in the presence of Fllste, They not only
demanded the condemmation of the innocent, but oreferred the murderer Barabes

to the Pripce of Life, Thev killed Him. Uere is the climex of folly and implety.



God had glorified Bis Son Jesug. He had reiged ¥im from the desd. He over-
~

ruled thelr conduct towerds Bim,

note -in the midst of & scathing sermeon., Was Pelter's

g he trying to soft-vedal? No. He wag alwavs hard on
h@ 2inn er. Pater wowld have the neonle and their rulers
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hey had compitted a gres® sin in crucifying their Heseiszh,
even though in ﬁoiﬁg it they had fulfilled the nrovhetic word, and even though
they hed done it in ignorance. Iznorance may exelain but does not exeuse wrong
doing. They did Fﬂt ¥now the unormltf of their crime., Setan blinds men, and

undergtand that

they act in darkness Sin trrives in derknese and ign-rance. Sin flees from
the light, while rlahtoousnesc thrives in the light.
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Even though the y"cted in ignorance, they were cuilty, snd n
Their ignorence did nct excuse them, Ignorsancé never jus?
2 mistaks, A man mey teke poizon by mistake, but his iznc
the results less disastrous. One msy violste the laws of
but he must suffer Tor his mistake, even though he did it
nesthen worship idols in igncrance, but their ignorsnce does not excuse thelir
mistske, nor justify it. Their ignorsnce wag a willing ianorance; they cowld
have known better, but they did not went to know betier. éll the provhets had
foretold the coming of Christ, end they could have known Him, bub they willfully
closed their eyes, ears, end minds sgeinst Him. So, they must answer for

their ignorence. Their ign rance intensified their gullt., Yo sin against light
is worse than to sin in unsvoidable isnorvanece, To sin against opvortunity is
worse then to sin where there is no ovsortunity. - "I did noi know any better"

is no justification for a wrong.
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What 2 dastardly deed their ignorsnce led them to do. They rejected Christ,
They vreferred that s murderer be released in His stead. They delivered Him
o be killed. What an influence ignorance has over man |

Peter admeonished the howling mob to repent. Without softening hils words he
told them that they were out of joint with God, and with sll ncble and worthy
things, and there could never be any peace for them until they were completely

reversed.

Conversion means s complete change-—achsnge of mind, & chsnge of des ’
chenge of will, a change of purpcse, a change of spirii, and a change of
", ; N 3 = . . V .

The 0l1d life will not £it the new stenderd.

ondnet.

onversion is not the same s& regeneration, 31Lhougﬂ it deoes accompeny 1t, and
igs evidences of it., Regeneraticon ig the work of God in the heart, but con-
version is the turning of ocne's 1life, There may be z corversion without regen-
eration, but never regeneration wit}out a conversion.

Tt is not likely that men will reverse themselves on sny cusstion wleéss sonme
Pzetor enters their lives to produce the chenge. The monotoncus drifting of

1life must be interrupted by something--s new light; a new force, & new desire

or new conditions. Realizstion is & great faclor. This is what meves the gick
gsend for a prysicizn. This is what sends a verson Yo schocl, This is what casuses
ene to become a Chilistian.



on 1ife with

Reventance is another Tactor thet nroduces 2 chenge. It lcoks back

regrets and remorse, bub it locks forward with desire and vearning. Hesolution
s 2 o

dg glso a2 faetor, "I will arise end go to my ! atker " yag the turning voint  in

the life of the Prodigsl Son. Resolution is the turﬁAQg point in eny 1ife.
Renentance end desirve are of lithtle value until one comes te this hour in 1life,

Pron verses <1 and 24 we learn two thinzs: first, CGod kas nct left Himgelf with-
out & witness in the world, and second, these wiitnesses have sgreed in their
testinonies about God. The gtillness of each generation ig broken by the csll
of some divine voice. It is not alweys the seme voice. He spoke to Adam
sudibly; He has spoken throuch orophet, vriest, king, and judge; He has sooken
through tragzedy, as the flood; or throush nqt1cnal lives, as the Jews. Al1

of these were used to c2ll men back to God. 411 of tkece messengers, without
a single exception have unfolded God's will., They lrve all agreed 13 their
testlmcules about God. Christ is the sthiect of 211 provhecy (24}, snd sal-
vation is the grestest of sll themes (26). Here is a striking word-- "Cod
snet Fim to bless you,"--~God, Him you; end the blessing is in being turned
from our sing, and turred to the Saviour. The appesl here emphasizes the

faet that the children of vrivilege have responeibilities; and upon their ful~
£illment of such responsibilities devends the cortinuity snd the enlergement
of nrivilege. If our privileges are high and holy, our responsibilities are
correspondingly- grest,
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