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MASTERTNG DISAPPOINTMENTS

dets 15:6-12

s chapter, as in many others, there is a clear example of the conflict hetween
11 of men and the will of fod. What Paul wanted 0 do was not what God wanted

n thi
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m to do. This conflict may be traced in the l1ife of every men. Success coues
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od.
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only when man has been willing te swrrender his way to the leadership of the Spirit

of Go
ortidden By The Spirit.

1. When Paul and Silas were about to lzunch out into new territory they found their
way suddenly cub off., The details of the obstruction are not given. There may
have been some physical blockade, or it may have consisted in a definite impression
from God that resulied in & comwlste change in desire and plan.

2. The sensitive Chrigstian spirit knows that God knows what is best.
Panl did not know what lay bevond the boundaries of Asia, but the Spirit of CGod
knew and Paul showed his wisdom as well as his Christian spirit when he yilelded
his wishes to the will of God.

3. This is the first and {inest mark of Christian discipleship.
"ot my will, but Thine, be done.® Vhere this is thoroughly observed, thers
will be no doubts about the outcome of the ventare, but let a man beware wien
he is determinsd on his own courss irrespective of the will of God.

L. Why would the Holy Spirit forbid them? .
As a rule it doss not pay to ask the reason for God's leadership, bul we do not
tread on dangerous ground when we ask this question here. The desire was to go
to Eithynia, but that was to stay near the hoge base; the Spirit drove them on
beyvond the former itinerary, on towerd new fields, on to where ithe nane of Jesus

-

nad never been preached.
Unrealized Dreams.

e are going to consider a factual personal problem which is practlically universal.
t is the faet that very few persons have & chance to live their lives on ithe basis
f their first choiee. ALl of us have to live upon the basis of our second and
third choices. To the one who reads bilography this comes to be so much a matier

of course that he tzkes it for granied.
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1. Moses cherished the fond anticipation of entering Canaan, but his hopes were
crashed on the very borderland. '

2. David dreamed of 3 temple for Sod.
He nlanned it, and he gathered meterizl for it, but one day God Intervened, and
David was not allowed to build it. '

3. Many times Paul had planned a course which he was noid permitted to follow.

If we are going to trace these broken plans in the life of Paul, we must begin
with his conversion. He was going to Damascus to imprison Clristisns, but he
left there as the most devoub Christian of them all. At the time of our text

he had planned %to go into Bithyniaj; but the Spirit suffered them not.% His

1ife was made up of the fragments of broken intentions—~so much so that near the
end of his 1ife he wrote, "7 have learned in whatsoever state I am, therewith to
be content.® He recognized the fact that he belonged to the Lord and was subject
to His orders. '
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Life is a dusl thing for all men.

A pastor has two chmrches--one is the church he dreams about in his heart,

the other is the church that ac%aa¢lj‘eX“sUso Every singer has two songs——one

ig the song ae dreams about and wishes he could sing, the other is the song he is
Bvery artist hss two picturss-~—one is the dream picture, and the

icture. A1l gzood men drean of a2 1ife which they are not avle to

'bnﬁealvzea dreans are the pleces where men asre lested.

The real test of life does not come when men are able to acnieve what they have
desired, but when they are denied their ambitions and must end short of the victory.
¥#hat would be your reaction to disappointment? Here is the crucible in which 1life
is tested.

11T, Unguestioned Providences.
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when Paunl was converted he said, "Lord, whalt wilt thou have me to do??  Thatl was
the Ywhite flagh of his soul, He surrendered to the Lord that day. His 1life was

- no lenger his own. It was turned over completely o the Lord for guidance.
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There was no dillydallying with Peul. He immediately recognized the leadership of

In such a 1ife disappointments becowe His appointments.

Such a man does neob ask why. Without question Paul imnediateﬂy'followed the
leading of the Spirit of Cod. He could not understand it. He could not explein
the new course. He did not ask for an explapation. He yielded readily to the
will of God.

Failures in one direction may be permitted in order that we may‘be driven in
another direction. 0Ood always leads in the way that is best for us

This incident marked a turning point in histony.

Western civilization had its origin here, and the gospel for the Western world
began its journey from this point. But Paul had not planned to go to Europe, thatf
was & second choice. He bhad started from Galatia to Proconsular Asia. He was
forbidden to go there by the Holy Spirit, who said, "No, you can't go there this
time.® When he 203 up te the province of lysia, he tells us that he planned to

go to Bithynia. And no wonder! Bithynia was one of the richest provinces of

Asia Minor, and to have carried Christisnity there would have been a triumph indeed.
Even though Psaul wanted very much te go there, the way was blocked. His plan was
broketn,

A%t first, ii must have seemed lamentable to Fauvl. 4nd yet, Paul rendered his
most significant service with the left-overs of a broken plan. Wanting Bithynis
and getting Troas is a familiar experience. But to take Tross, the second best,
the broken plen, the lefi-cver of & disappointed expectation, and make of it tqe
greatest opportunity one ever had is & much less familiar experience. Yei, as

one reads the story of human life, we see that powerful living has always involved

.such a2 victory as Paul won in Troas over his own soul andé his situation. Paul had

the conviction that if God had led him to Troas that there must be something in
Troas worth doing,

Unhesitating Obedience.

£

God's Spirit and followed without hesitation. His was the spirit of surrender, of
ocbedience and of victory.

Cur trouble is that when we land in Troas we often begin to pity ourselves. It would
have been easy for Faul to have felt sorry for himselif, when he landed in Troas, but
he didn't, Tnstead, he at once began thinking sbout other people. He wondered if
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there was not someone who might be better off because he had landed in Troas,

Then we say Wiroas" each one of us thinks of some situstion in which we had not
planmed to be. Let us see in it an opportunity for service. George McDonald ssid,
UNothing maékes & man sirong like a cry for help.” You walk down the street utteriy
fatigued and suddenly there is a cry. There has been an accident in which a child
was hurt, and you will never think of how tired you are until it is all over.
Nothing makes one so sirong as a call for help.

Divine Hevelations.

1.

When God closes one door He opens another.
Te may not always see the new door which Uod opens because our eyes are closed

by prejudice.

tod does not always tell us why He leads us into different fields than the ones
to which we desired to go. It is enocugh to know that His judgments and actions
are right and besi. |

When we think of William Carey, we recall that he had Polynesia on his heart and
longed to hake the gospel there, but (od chose India for him.

¥hen adoniram Judson was & young men he gave himself to missionary service and
his ambition centered on Tndia, That was his Bithynia. When at last he reached
Tndia they would not admit him. The Bast India Company would not allow him to
stay and thé governor told him to take the first ship back to America. ¥Yor a
year he labored to open the doors of India, but they were bolted. 3o he turned
to Burma. That was his Troas, unknown, untouched Burma. Can cne suppose that
through all of that diseppointment Judson could see the leading of Ged? Of
course nob, because he was humen. But he did so handle the affair in Burma
that the docors began to open until today no informed person can think of Burma
without thinking of Judson. When the consequence begsn to appesr and Judson
locked upon his 1life in retrospect he could see that 1t had been planned of God.

When we think of Fhillips Brooks, we think of spiritusl ministry, a great personalily
pouring his soul out with abundani power upon the people. Of all the letlers thei
he received, it is said that he cherished most this one from a small tailor shop
near Copley Square in Boston: "lear Mr. Broocks: I ama tailor in & little shop
near your church. Whenever I have the opportunity I always go to hear you preach.
Rach time T hear you preach I seem to forget all about you, for you make me think
of God.! HNevertheless, remember that Phillips Brooks did not plan to be a
preacher, He planned to be a teacher. That was his Bithynia. As soon as he
craduated from college he plunged into his chosen profession of teaching and he
failed., He failed completely. IListen to what he wrote about his pupils as he

was failing: "They are the most disagreeable set of creatures without exception
thet I have ever met." After he had failed and had been dropped from his position,
he wrote, "I don't knew what will become of me and T don't care much®; #I shall
not study a profession.® There is a sense in which Prooks never recovered f{rom
the disappointment. At the flower of his career he came down once from the office
of President Fliot of Harvard white as 2z sheet and fairly trembling becauvse he had
declined what he knew to be his last opportunity to become a teacher. He wanded
Bithynia and he got Troas but through Troas he found the door into a service that
if he had lived a hundred lives he might never have found sgain.

God does not foaretell what awaits us.

We wonder what effect it would have had on Paul if he had known what awaited him.
%e also wonder how we would be affected if we knew what swaited us. I1 is good
for us that God keeps ocur futures hidden from us.



¥I. Divine Blessings.

1.

2.

3.

Cod never deserts us when He leads us into strange paths. If His leadsrship calls
us to bear burdens, it will also supply the needed blsessings.

When God moves us in a given direction, He also directs others to that same course.
If He sends Phillip from Samaria toward Bgypt, He alsc sends the Funuch from
Jerusalem toward Egypi, and their paths cross. :

He may permit Psul to be cast into prison, but He will pull down the prison walls,
He does not desert His servants. He may allow the Jailer to beat Paul with stripes,
but He will later make that jaller wash the stripes and bind them up.

Tuty faithfwlly done guaranieses & reward.

It may not pay in terms of money, nor in physical goods, nor in terms of prisse

or approval; bul it will be profiteble in terss of peace of wmind, of clear conscience,
and of divine blessings., Paul's path through Macedonia was marked by a trail of
broken plans, but he also lefi a number of new churches with great wer and noble
woment doing batile for God.



