& CTANGE OF MIND

Acts 285:1-10

A chenge of mind is not only a "womenls privilege,” but alsc a men's, There are times when
it is well to change ome's ovinion. The best people in the world heve done this.

I. EHow The People Changed Their Minds About Peul.

To the barbariang on the island of Melita Paul wea:

1.

2

A strenger. Acts 28:2,

Paul‘'s fourth shivwreck secems to have occurred in late October or early HNovember,
It was the begimning of winter when they arrived at Melita. They had escaped the.
buffeting of the sea and reached the shore by floating »lanks and pleces from the

- ghip broken on the yocks. They were chilled by the icy waters of the sea, and

the driving, cold rain.

Pavl and his companions expechbed 111 treatment from the natives of Melita when
they were cast upon the shores of that igland, but, to their survrise these
barbarians kindled a fire and gave them e warm reception. The sea-drenched,
shivering, storm-wrecked meriners found kindness where they had expected to find
unkindness. They found Jove where they had expected hate. They found shelter
where they had looksd for affiictions.

These netives did not come down to the wrecked ship to plunder and to profit

from the migfortunes of the helpless victims. They came offering sympathy,
comfort and compassion. This was & surprising welecoms. Their kindness was no
camouflapge for designing motives; they were sincere in thelr offers of benefaction,

We talk much about hospitelity, but the heathen put it into oractice. Yhere is
the much advertised Somthern hospitality today? It is gone North for the summer.

¥Where is the Northern hospitelily? It is gone Soubh for the winter. The hesthen

of the first century put it into practice the year round.

The kindness of thege natives was not the direet resulit of the Spirit of (Christ
vet 1t wes a fruit of the same flavor, though plucked from a different tres. Ve
read in the 01d Testament how Samson found honey in the caresss of & lien he had
slain. The honey was just as good, though in the carcass of g lion, as if it had

- been found in a place prepared for it. The lesson to be learned is that Christianity

does not have s monopoly on 2ll the Christian graces. Hany of them are found where
least expected, Zven pagans and heathen may possess some of uhe #ine ogualities
which Christianity produces in others.

Thig incident proves that such graces do not meke men Christians. Men may possess
numerous praiseworthy virtues without being Christians, Iiars may speak the truth
gometimes: a thief mey be honest at times; a robber may bestow benefactions on
others sometimes. Yhile men are lkmown by their fruits, vet even apples may be
tied to & thorn bush, 4 Christmes tree is covered with zood thines withoul having
produced any of them.

If one had gone out to loock for kindness he would not have gone to these barbarians
to find it. While they could not speak the language of these shipmen, yet they
sooke the universal langusge of kindness. ZXKindness is 2 lsngoage thei needs no
interpreter; it is understood by all.

A worker, Acts 28:3.
Paul was a doer, and not just a dreemer, He was a very practicsl, down-to-esrth



]

sort of man., When there was a task Lo be done, you could always count upen Panl
to do more than his pard.

In the scene before us, instead of warming his chilled body by the fire, he was
out gearching Tor sticks that others mlght he benefited by the fire that he had
had some defimite part in producing. They saw in him 2 worker,

Natives, shipmen 2nd priscners all helped kindle the fire that warmed them. It
was no time for anyone to show a gelfish spirit. The interest of the individual
must be subordinate to the greater interest of the whole. Smaller groups need 1o
be interested in the larger groups of which they are a vert, This is true when
we coneider family lif'e, community life, denominational 1ife or nationsl life.

When a great cause is at stake, one needs to stop and ask himself; "What Fagols have
I put on the fire to increase 1t?" Too many of us are more concerned about’
warning by the fires which others have kindled than we are about helping to kindle
the fires., Many go to church services with no thought other then warming by the
fire, after others heve kindled i%t, and have 1ittle thought aboul laying some
small fagot on the flame to increase its warmth.

Do people know usg asg workers in the church, and for the Iord Jesus ”hrast ar
simply as those who sit back and say, "Let somebody else do it"? Are we workars
or ghirkers?

A eriminel., Acts 28:13-4.

In the bundle of sgiticks that Paul gathered was a viper, torpid from the cold,
When it was wermed to 1ife by the heat of the fire, it fastened its deadly fangs
vpon Paul's hend. The natives knew the venomous character of the serpent, and
confidently believed the Anostle was a doomed man,

When the snake bit Paul, the natives arrived at one conclusion, nsmely, that he
was sn escaped murderer that could not svold death even though he had survived

the storm.

When those supersititious barbarisne saw the serpent cling to the Apostle’s hand
they immediately chenged their minds sbout him snd lmpulslvalv classified him as
an escaped murdersr or a fugitive from justice., How quickly people’s minds can
change toward us! One mlnuue we are acceptable, and the next we are ocutcasis.

Within a week, the people in Christ's dsy changed from & worshiping crowd to an
antagonistic mob which demended that He be crucified. As long as you are paying
attention to your own business, gethering your own sticks up, ag Paul did, you
are glright, but let some unsavovv runor be circulated ageinst you snd then what¢
How many w&ll stand by vou 2t a time like that? Very few. :

A god, Acts 28:5-6.

Paul simply and firmly shook the viper off his hand inte the blazming fire. That
was the end of the snake, but whet sbout Paul? Vas that to be the end of him?
Every oye in that entire group was fixmed upon him, Would he swell up and suddenly
£all dead before their very eyes? Time would socon tell. When Paul suffered no
harm from the snake bite, the natives changed their minds. They said that he wes
a god. What a transformation in thinking! Uithin a very brief time, they
changed their minds concerning . Paul-~from regarding him as a criminal to estesming
him ss a2 god., The pendulum swung to its farthest extreme. The reverse of bhlS is
seen in the life of our Iord during His last week here on earth. On Sunday He was

adored and worshiped as God, bub before the week was over He was neiled to & cruel
crose between Tuwo robbers as if He were equally as guilty as theye. '
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4 benefactor, Acts 28:7-9, '

On Melita theére lived a very imporitant cilizen by the neme of Publiug, vho wes
designated as "the chief man of the island.® The pendilum again swings from one
extreme to the cther. Psul had just been in the presence of the lowest form of
the human race--'"berberous people.® Although he did not preach to them, he did
impress them by his power over the bite of the snske, 8o much so that they called
him a Ygod :
Instezd of pulting on & show, Paul aspired to do S0m8uh133 of a more practical
nature, Publius courteously received Paul and his companions into his home, where
they lodged for three days, In the house was the father of Publius who at the
time lay in bed sick of a fever. Thelt proved to be just the opportunity for which
Peul had been looking. He lovingly laid his hands upon thet uvnfortunate men, and
prayed the prayer of faith. The man was instantly healed by the vover of Cod.
Paul thus became & benefactor of the ceccupants of that home., When the word of the
healing of Publius' father got abroed, people from all parts of the island who
were diseased came and were healed. No one went avay umblessed. Thus, Paul
proved himself {o be z great benefactor.

A celebrity. Acts 28:10s,

"Whe slso honored us with meny honors.™ For one brief time, Paul basked in the
limelight of popularity and preise. To him &nd his associstes were given the key
of the island, and doubtless honorary membership in various organizations.,

& friend, Acts 28:10Db,
Paul entered the isgland of Melita as a siranger and left it ag a Friend, This is
gg 1t should be in the case of all of us=.

How Paul Previously Changed His Mind oncernlng The Things Of Cod,

This takes us vack 1o the time vnrior to his conversion.

1.

He thought ﬁ t Jesus was only human, but He was actually divine.
Paul's difficulty was spiritual blindness.

He imagined that Christians were real menaces, but they were real missionaries.
No more humble, holy, honorable and heroic men and women ever walked this earth

than they.

He thought that Christ died as a rebel, but we Jmow that He died s the world's
only redeeamer.

He contended that Christ's resurrection was a glarimg fallacy, bubt it was a glorious
fact, '
The best established faet of history is the resurrection of Jesus Christ.

He regarded Christ as His greatest foe, but He wes in reality his best friend.

He boasted that he was alright Lntll he met Chrigt, but thereafter he always

clagagifled hinself as "he chief of simers,t
The nearer we gel to Christ the more we think of Him, and the less we think of
ourselves, Paul underwent a complete change of mind., THave you?



