A HEAD-UN COLLISION

Acts 5:17-42

Here we have sn account of the second sttempt at persecution. We see the forces
opposed to Christ gaining courage, most evidently the courage ef desperation.
Their hostility was due to the great influence of the =zpostles and the prespnrity

of the church.

Instead of holding forth on the outsids of the metropsolis, for fesr of the
Jews, these followers of the Lord Jesus condncted their meetings con the
enemies! territory. Vhat sudacityl What superhumsn boldness} This resulted

ing
I. ITHDIGWATION. Acts 5:17.

“Then the hizh priest rose wp, and 21l they that were with him, (which is the sect

of the Szdducees,) and were filled with indignation.¥ In their last skirmish with )
the Jewish leaders, because of the fact that some of the Sanhedrin shared a2 supressed
admiration for the apostles, they wers relessed, after a word of warning.

In other words, the members of the Sanhedrin were divided in their opimion of tha
apostles, Some were filled with zdmiraziion cf them, and others were filled with
exasperation.

But here both sides had reached an impasse of which there was no escape--4
Head~-On Collision. The opposition is desperate. DPrastic sction must be taken.
Daily and hourly the most remarkable miracles were being performed by the
gpoztles before the very eyes of the rulers and elders of the people.

I1. INCARCERATION. Acts 5:18.

"And laid their hands on the aposiles, and put them in the common prison.t

The Sadducees could no longer tolerate the defiance of the apostles and this
wonderful populaerity of the gospel of the risen Savicur. Led by the high
-priest, they laid hold on the whole apostolic group and placed them in the
public priscn., There they were to be kept securely until the morning when %he
Sznhedrin would convene for the trial.

From being preachers of the Word in God's great open spaces to being prisoners
in a common prison was 2 far cry. And that is exactly what happened, but even
this 4id not intimidate them, for from Dehind prison bars thet they could still
look up end see God. The Sadducess hated the apostles becazuse of what they
stood for and what they preached. Here is zn early report of their sttitude
toward them: YBeing grieved that they (apostles) tsught the people, and
preached through Jesus the resurrection from the dead® (Acts 4:2). As &

result of their stand for Christ, they were put in a prison, but not in 2
Commen prison, as is the case here,



TIII. SMANCIPATION.  Acts 5:19.

¥But the snzel of the Lord by night opened the prison doors, snd brought them
forth, and gaié,“ When they put the apostles behind prison bars, and went
sway to rejoice over their supposed victory, their work was checkmateé by
an anzelic power. The sngel of the Lord opened the prison doors, b?oug?t oub
the a;ostle;, amd shut the doors without the keepers hearing Or seeing it.

#Butf can still be uttered by the Christism after Satan has dons his worst.
HBat God." He is still on the throns. And in the midst of the worst storm

of 1ife we can still claim Romans 8:28: "For we knew thet 211 things work .
together for good to them that love God, to them that ere the calle@ according
to his purvose." Many times in the Bible the word "but" appears. fitfhe

wages of sin is death: bubt the gift of God is eternal life throvgh Jesus .
Christ our Lord.® UBui God, who is rich in mercy, for his great love wherewith

he loved us." YPut now in Christ Jesus ye who sometimes were fer off are

mede nigh by the blood of Christ.® Sin snd Satan atend for fetiers: the
Baviour stands for fresdem. In many weys and throvgh meny mezns He is engaged
in setting veople free from the feiters of sin and the folly of sinners. ¥But
the angel of the Lord ty night opened the priscn doors, and brovght them forth.®

IV. OCCUPATICN. Acts 5:20.

Go, stand snd spesk in the temple 1o the people sll the words of this lifs.®

" Thus the sngel told the spostles, who wers released from prison, 10 procesd
on their way te¢ the temple, to iteke their stand in the temple, and to continue
the, proclamation of the gospel to the people. They were ¢ presch the same truths
in the same place snd to the szme pesople. Heving heard, they went forth to obey
implicitly.,

V. CONSEYERWATION.  Acts 5:21-28.

When the senaie. znd the council zssembled in 211 their pomp and glory, they did
go for the purpose of getiing rid of the trovblesoms mevement. Ready at length,
they sent to prison for the culprits. The hesd officer of the temple znd the
other lezders were in &isiress when the officers cames back with a detalled sccount
of the complete security of the vrison snd still of the absence of the

prisoners. Imagine the impression this must have created on that entire bodyl
Whet an embarrassment this was to them}

In the midst of their perplexity, another messenger rushed in with the report that
the men whom they hsd vut in prison were teasching publicly in the temple. Vhat

an upset of their plans! How God vindicated his faithful servents, Peter and
Jonn! In consequence of this announcement, the capisin and his officers went

and brought the prisoners without any violence. The apostles offered no resistance
and the officers treated the prisoners fairly because they were afraid of the
reople. This indicaies the influence and progress of the gospel zmong the

common people.



After placing the priscners in the center of the council, the high priest asked
them this guestion: "Did not we streiily command you that you skould not tesch
in this neme? =nd, behold you have filled Jerusalem with your docirine, and
intend to bring this men's blood upen us." What o demaging simission, the high
priest was here meking consclously or unconsciouslivi And thet in the presence
of the greatest religicus body of the landl #Ye have filled Jerusslem with your
teaching." Fer others to heve seid thst would havs been bad gnotgh, bud

the highest religious suthority spcke volumes in jhat statement. The suthority
of Jewish lesders was superseded by that of the humble apostles of the Lord.
Hence, their jezlousy.

Fewer people were sttending the temple services. Their influence everywhere
wes being reduced, while the apostles were preaching to the multitudes just
cutside the temple. Many who were staunch sympathizers with the Ssnhendrin
never got as far as the temple, bscause they were enraptured and eniiralied by
the miracles and the teachings ¢f fthe avostles in the court of the temple.

The rationalists of that day had done everything within their power o uproot |
and stamp oub bthe teachings of Jesus of Nazereth. Bub, in spite of everything -
they could do, it grew and multiplied under the Dblessing of God. Tedsy .
rationalism (Sadduceeism) and ritusilem {Fharissism! sre rampant in the land,

The Jewish leaders had voted o0 hove (hrist killec for feasr of the Romsns. Neow, .
instead of only & hendful of followers of Christ, grest multitudes were supporiers
of the faith, and of all places, right there in Jeruszlem—-the stronghold of
Judaism. ' o

From the high priestils guestion to the apostles, "Did not we siraiily command

you that ye should not tesch in this nemel?¥, one would think that the rationalists
of that day were the lords of crestion. And whet that high priest said aloud,
every rationalist since that day kss said, audibly or irasudibly. Had they the
suthority, they would silence the voice of every evengelical preacher in this
8Land of the free, end home of the brave.'. Talk shoubt intolerzncel Have you
ever heard of a gresier example of i% than we have here before us? (fodls

Spirit commended the spostles to spesk, bot the conceited asnd spiritually-blind
high priest commanded them o keep silent. Who were they to obey--puny man

or Almighty God? .

VI, OBLIGATION. Acts 5:2G.

The sposiles could not be frightened by threats, stripes, prisons, or death.

They took their business seriously. They were copvinced thsat the hand of Ged was
with them. This is a2 vital thing in metters of religion. Iet ths soul that has
been saved realize that he was snsitched by a divine act as a brand from the burning.
Let a men who enters the minisiry feel conmclusively that he was divinely called

for that purpese. Such z conviction mekes men fesrless. Any men is to be

reckonsd with who is convinced that he scis under divine impulses.
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The apostles refused to be intimidated by ugly thrests. A prison has no terrors
a8 long ag Godls angels can open the docrs. Bloody siripes cannot stop them a8
long =zs they keep singing and praising God thst they were counted worthy to
guffsr for Hinm.

99Ye ought to obey God rather than men,' The word, "obey", is used only a few
times in the Few Testament, and mesns absolute and unquestioning obedience. ¥We',
that is, enlightened Christians, "must obey God.¥ “Must® is an imperstive —— not
something one can iake or leave. "Obey"! is not simply to know, but rather sctually
to do the will of God. "We must ebey God" in regard to our positions, our
policies, snéd ocur pleasures. The guestion is not what mer or women say, bat
rather what does God say on the matter? We asre under obligation to obey God.
When the church is persecused, it is powerful; when patronized, it ispowerless.
When 2 Christisn is true to God, he will be persecuted and opposed by the world;
ot =t the same btime filled with power from on high. When he patronizes the
world, he has no power with the world.

VII. PROCLAMATION. Acts 5:130-32.

Notice that Peter refuted the theologicsl position of that august asgenbly. "ihe
God of our fathers raised up Jesus." If Peter hsd mesnt to meke friends with

them, he would never have flung that statement in their faces a% the very begimning.
Don't bleme himl It was God's Spirit Who spoke throveh him. The last thing

they wsnted to hesr was any mention of the resurrecticn——1their pet grlevance,

They exposed the sins of the Sadducees. FWhom ye slew and henged on & tres.f

Wast bold snd uncompremising presching! That was not an easy thing for the zpostles
to speak like that. They knew their lives were at stake, Dut whai is life

compared to & divine responsibility? Neither was it easy for John the Baptist

to expose the sin of Herod, bubt duty led kim on whether he lived or died. The

same was true of Nathan the prophet. He expesed the sins of David, the king and
the most popular men of his day. It wes divine obiigation that made Hathan perform
this hard task.

They added insult to injury vhen they declared that God had raissd up Jesus

from the grave. That was the sore spot. The very mention of it vas 1ike
filinging a burning torch into & powder keg. Their battle was %o be fought around
that empty tomb.

But they did not lesve these sinners without hope. The apostles told them that
the Christ Whom they killed offered forgiveness for thelr sims. It is sirange
that God could hate sin with such vehemence and yei. love the sinner with such
passion. No sermon will ever be complete that does not point the sinner to =
forgiving Saviour. Iet the preacher condemn sin with all his power, but let
him not fail to voint sinning men %o a forgivimg Saviour.

CONCLUSICR:  Acts 5:33~i2.

This passage presents four distinct types of individuals. They ususlly meke wp
the averzge congregation. They are found in every community.

1. The Critics.
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The Pharisess. . ‘ ) .
(1) giey were sticklers for orthodoxy, btub very 11bera£ ln.§h81f mogéls;

The§ were experts in lezal matters, but ig§0rant o;_splrituﬂl & 1%gh.ess o

They reduced religiom to a set of Tules snd ceremcnies. The geyuiTi?‘ﬁ_c

religion $0 ther was detérmined by the accursie observence of rituslisti

demsnds.

2) The Ssdducees. ]
(2) Thev were the materialists of that day. They made no place for divine

jnterference, no place for miracles, no place for angels, nor_fer the
physical resurrection of the body. Fhers was no place for faith, nor. |
repentance, nor forgiveness im their estimaﬁlon. ‘They.saught“to %mprzson
the Lord in the world He had made, and tried 10 bind Him by His own laws
ané meke Him conform to humen standards.

The High Prissis. o
(3) They mfght be either Pharisee or Sadducee. Their religion was nothing

more then loud end long prayers, uttered to be heard by men. They displaysd
self-imposed authority. :

2. Gemaliel.

Gamgliel represents the cautious moralist who waits for further evidence. There
is much good in his $ype. Ez has selif-contrel, common sense, andé calmmess. He
showed & fairness beyond expectetion. HMHen never lose by being fair, even with
their werst onemies.

Gemaliel appesled for time. The weiting policy is often z safe ons. Most of the
problems of life are sccentusted by roshness. In their enthusiasm men often rush
in t¢ ferce s settlement befors conditions are ripe. Time is z grest solvent.
Accerding to Gemaliel, time had done its work upon Theudass and Judas of Galilee,
eand it could do the same upon oethers,

Gemzliel made a common sense plea. He contended that if Christianity is of men
it will soon pass awsy, but if it is of God it has come 10 stay =nd none can sver
overthrow it. Let time prove it. Let the ages test ii.

3. The Common Peopls.

Common people always heard the aposiles gladly, but they were not always relisble.
They heard them gladly becsuse they were not in sympathy with the leaders of the
day, and they welcomed anybody who took = stand against these leaders. Some
veorle will oppose anybody who is in a position of leadership, whether his cause

be just er not. They are willing to follow snybody because they are sgainst the
leadership.

Meny heard them gladly, but Qid nothing more. They stood on the gsidelines and
zgreed with the apostles and cheered, but they held themsslves aloof. They were
not willing to enter into the new movement and face the responsibilities that were -
enteiled. They were admirers, but not partekers. They would cheer, but not fight.



4, -%he Christians.

These were not only comvinced about Christ and His resurrection, but they publicly
declared their belief. They were bold enough to take their stend in defenss of
what they believed.

They were convinced and then acfed on their convictions. #Their religion was an
experience, and not a mere formelity. They hed gone further than the multitudes
who agreed but nothing mere. It cost them much to take the stand which they did,
but they were willing to pay the price. They brought all they had and 211 that
they were and laid it wupon the altar of God. They were ready 0 meke sny sacrifics,
to suffer any hardship, to face any foe, or to 40 whatever was necesssary to carry
Christte gospel to any plece. ’



