AN INTIRRUPTED SERMON
Acts 20:1-12

BAfter the wproarf--what? Will Paul itsks a monthts holiday to recover from his nerve

shaak? Wot 2t 211. Hs does not know the secret of masterly insctiviiy.

1. He goes 1o Macedonia. 20:1.
Paul had sent Timothy and Erastus over into Macedonia, in preparstion for his own
speedy coming, when they were {0 go on to Achsim; and now he arranges with Pitus &o
bring him prompt vord from Corinth, snd mset him a2t Fross, to which ciiy he himself
ig about to depart on his way to Europse. '

Having made these arrangements, and resmlizing that his work wes now done in the
capital of Asias, afber the uproar in the theater had subsided Paul once more called
together the discinles and comforisd them wiith much sxhoriation; aftser which he ssi
out on his projecied jourmey %0 Macedonia. He probably weant by some sailing vessel
up the coast, landing at Tross, whers he expected tidings of the state of thimes in
Corinth, by the coming of Titus, as had Deen prearrangsd. He was disappoinited in
the feilure of Titus t¢ carry out the arrangement he had made. While waiting for
his messengsr, he found an open door in Tross and begaﬂ 2t once the evengslization
of the city. But he did not remain long in Troas, but crossed over fo Philipni.

Z. His lisst ministry in Macedonia. 20:2.
Paulls mind wes set at rest by the news vhich Titus snd Timothy broughi; but he did
not think it wise or best %o go down %o Corinth until some time had elapsed. FHis
delsy would afford the church an opportunity to correct the abuses and introduce the
reforms called for in his letter from Fphesus. Meanwhile he seems 0 have visited
the Macedonian churches founded six or seven yesrs before. Then, thinking the tine
propltious, from some point in Mscedonie he wrote s second letter o the church of
Corinth.

Se His finsel work in Corinth. 20:3.
0f Paultls work in Corinth Imke $ells us thet he bpent three months there. Some of
this %ime was given %o "setting things in order.¥ He did not spare the troublers
of the church, the defanmers of his own gzood nane, and the despisers of hisz spostolic
authority. During the three monthe that he was in Corinth, Paul wrote Galatians

and Romansg.

L, The missiomary deputation. 20:4-6,
I% haed been Paulls purpese to return to Asia by the shortest rounte practicable, i. e.,
directly scross the Aegezn Sen. But a plot against his 1ife by the unbelisving Jews
124 %o 2 sudden change in his plens; and sccompanied by a number of his coadjuiors
he weni back to Asia vis Macedonis. The missionsry deputation probably remsined
together $ill they reached Fhilivppi. Thers they could leave their beloved leader in
the company and protection of his friends. Paul hoped t0 reach Jerusalem in time
for Pentecost. Buffeted by contrary winds, or detained by some other adverse circum—
stances, Pavl and Iuks were five deys in getting across to Tross. The seven disciples
met them st the dock on the following Sunday morning.

5. The week a2t Troas. 20:17-12. _ ~
The ten remained st Troas for & week., I% was s blessed time of fellowship and evange-
lism. In the coming dsys of trisl, sepsration and suffering, how often must they
have looked back to those days of sweet communicn, and teken courage from that memory

for all +that was still Ho come.

Imke gives us one 1ittle picture of the closing day and night of that memorable
weak, T{ was the evening of the ILord's Day. The mesetings were held in the third-
tory room, end the windows were open, evidensly for comfort and ventilation on
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that mild sprinz night. They were golng to celebrate the Lordis Supper, but Paul
had meny things to say before they Gid so. The service was for the double purpose
of prezching and bresking of bread. The interest in ihe service wes €0 unusual
that it was not possible to dismiss it. The people were starving for spiritual
fosd. The words of the preacher were a8 oracles from God.

The sermon aitracted msny people. Paul was the chief exponent of the Christian
movement in his dey. His coming was =n occasion of unusuel interest. The house,
where the service was held, wes packed to the doors and psople were sitiing in the
windows. Paul!ls visii was one long to be Temembered. His sermon was unususlly long.
Sermons are not measured by their lemgth. It is not how long one preaches, bui how
muach truth one crowds into the briefest spascs possible,

As was the case with all his sermons, Parl mede Christ the center of his sermon.
Whether peonle were old or young, sick or well, sorrowful or joyful, Paul held up
Christ as their greatest need. Christ was the Hegler and Saviour of their Todies
a9 well z8 of their souls. He was the Giver of temporal as wslil as of sternal 1ife,
Ho case is o0 4ifficuli for Him,

Let us notice some things sbout this young man whoe went to sleep, fell out the win-
dow and interrupted Fanl'ls sermon.

i, Fis tardiness led to & poor seai.
He was & late-comer, evidenily postponing his going to church as long es
possible. Doubiless, o his way of thirking all preachers were slike--all
long-winded and dull. When he arrived, there was nc seat available except a
window sill. It was in the lsie spring when the weasther was warm.

2. ¥is poor seat lad o discomfort. )
There is nothing like an uncomfortabls seat t0 annoy when = service exiends for

hours.

3., His discomfort led to inattenilon.
Thoss in Paulls auwdience hung bresthlessly on his words. He gpoke with unction
"and power. He dealt with the grest themes of our holy faith. He spoke with
authority and telling effect. 411, excepi one, were impressed with hls sinceri
ty snd Spirit-dirscied presentation. ‘

L., His inatiention led to drowsiness.
While evervbody else wasd $ltuiﬁg ereect and drinking in Pexlis sermon Fulychus

was beglinning to doze.

5., His drowsiness led to slumber.
Uind there sat in o window 2 certain young men nemed ZEubychus, being fallen
inte s deep sleep: =nd as Paul was long presching, he sunk down with slieep,
and fell down from the third loft, and was iteken up dead." Acts 12:G. He
- ecouldntt teke 1% sny longer,

6. His slumber led to disaster.
losing his balence while sleeping, he fell out of the window. He fell out
because he was not in far enough. Like Butychus, meny church members arrive
after the opening exsrcises, occupy a seat in the reer, and are zlways the
first tc leave the Duilding.

7« His diszaster led o deliverance.
0f course, the service was interrupted. Paul went down %o the place vhere the

voung men had been killed. Through the intervention of God he was resiorsd te
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life again. This niracle was performed for the sake of others, not simply for .
that of the youth., Through a fell, ke came 0 see his folly.

The service was regumed, and Paul continned to spesk to the comrany $1ill the bresk of
day. Then the pariy caughi their bosyv and proceeded on thelr journey.



