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THE COUPLE WEC DUG THEIR OWN CGRAVES

bete 5:1-16

The story of Ananizg snd Sapohira has waved its warning across the path of men for these
centuries, because humanity hes not changed much with th e pessing of time. It still
secks bargains in religlon as 1t does in the markets. We have here 2 case of agreement.
&nanias and Sapphira were one In:

Davotion.

They were hushand snd wife., There is no indieation of any discord existing between
them. Doubltless, they were *egarded by their friends as constitubing an idesl couple,
bing congenial and cooperative in all their dealings,

Digainleship,

Ananias and Sspphire were Christlame. They were influential in the early church,
They owned property, which was goite unusumal at thet time, and especially smong the
members of the church.  For the most par% the group was made up of execesdingly poor
and vnderprivileged folk. Answmiss end Sspphire were not on?y members of the chureh:
they werse active members. They were mreeent at all the services, and Hﬂ*ike nany
today, took an active part in the life and ministry of the ehurch -

Dispogition.

Iike eothers who possessed property, they scld what they had in order o give too
the work of God. They were following the noble example of such men as Barnsbas
Both busband and wife sgreed to meke thiz contribution im order that é1¢tr1butlon
might be made to those in need,

Decepileon.

1. Their mission was sublims.
This was %o give. They were familisr with the words of the Lord Jesus: "It
1s mors blessed o give than to receive.” The impulse to glve to the cause of
Chriet is to be commended. We sre never so Godlike ss we are when we give., Ve
are never as heppy 58 when we are giving to and for others so, before condemning
this couple, let us preise them for the fact that they did share the desire to
give, and backed it up with their gifits.

2. Their motive wes selfish,
Their names were inseribed among the lOG percenters-~those who had glven their
all., When they sold their possessions and saw the money Iying there before them,
they regretted the stand +hey had teken previously. It was then that they decided
%o 'keep back part of the price of the land.® Vhere was this decision mede? Probe b1y

in some secre® place.

Imagine thelr feeling of pride vhen that list of nemes was resd sloud in the assembly!l
Perhaps there were these in the gathering who locked wpon them with envy because

of their generesity. Ananiss and Ssprhire had given up everything for Sod and
others! But wes it true? Of course it wasnit. Alasg! they wanled credii for

giving all.

Think of the meny in our churches today whe heve declared to the werld that thsy

have dediceted thelr lives to Uhrist, snd who in spite of these claims live otherwlise,
These pescple sttend chureh services, hut secrctly love the thines of the werld..

They sing, "I will go wvhere you Hmﬂt me to zo® in the church, snd then go out and

do whatever they want to do and go wherever they want to go. Whet 2 contredictiond



What o denizl of their dedication o the Iord!

2, Their menipulation was saltanics :
"hy heth Setan filled thine heart to lie to the Holy Spirit." Verze 3. They were
the founders of The Amenias Club whose duty is lying, whose devolees are llars, whoge
dues are liss, 2nd vhose dad i the devil. Saten told Ananias and Sepphira that they
had a right to keep back part of the price of the property, and they foolishiy
igtened tc him.

Whet was their sin? Professing more then possessing. They were pretenders. And

& pretender is a hypocrite. They were under no compulsion to mell their property;

and having done so, they vers under no compulsion to hand over to the church the entire
proceeds; but when they made out that the pert wes the whole, they lied to the Heoly
Sririt, being actunated by Salan,

The effort to deceive is very plain in'this story, but thelr decepition went further
than they thought. They tried to deceive the apestles and found that they wers
trying to deceive God alse. The effort te deceive others proved that they dscelved
nc one but themselves. This is the word of the sacred writer, "If we say thst we
have no sin, we deceive ourselves.” We deceive no one but ourselves.

. DBetesction.

God knew their sin. All their hypocrisy became kumown to the apestles. Finelly, all
kmew them for what they were. Little did they realize that judgment was about to strike.
"Be sure your sins will find you ocut.”

Their effort to deceive the spestles was exposed. Their wictories were short-lived.
Their sin overiecck thenm.

Their exposure, which was complete, teaches us the shame of shams. The lives of many
are filled with chams; they carmot siand close inspecitlon. Some make vows in the hest
of enthusizsm 2nd when the enthusiasm passes the vows sre forgolten. Some people make
solemn vows te tithe their incomes, but they can never find 2 convenlent starting
place, or they find so many places where they can use the Ieord's tithe that they borrow
it from Him and never pay it back. Iet such people remenmber the ghory of Ansnizs

and Sapphirs. God is not deceived. Shams will turn to shame. It takes more than
artful dodging to messure up to our promises and Cod's reguirements, '

These two were seeking shori-cute to glory. They were sesking bargsin-counters in
religion, and they met with shocking dissppointment. People usually 4o in &1l kinds
of bergaing, but especiszlly in matbers of religion,

This couple wanted the blessings of religion without living the religions 1ife. They
wanted the honor that goes with generceity without being geperous, They wanted the
praise that zoes with noble living without living nobly. They wanted the blessings

that come to saints without being saints, They wanbed greatness at the cheapest voggible
price. Bul, as in most cases, they got vwhat they paid for. The grade of honorthey
received wes in keeping with whet they peid for it. Many people vant to go to heaven
-yher they die, tut they are not at all interested in the hesvenly 1ife here on the earth,
They are like meny vho are mentioned in the Old Testement as those vho worshipped the
Iord and served Basl. Oub of feéer they go to church, and then rush away gladly to do
eyil,

. Bestruction.
1. Sudden. versss 5-H,

ipanias was denied the chence to repent. He kpew thet he hed dome wrong, and perbaps
wanted to make the wrong right, but this privilege was denied him.



This incident of Ansnias and Sspphirs was another ome of these re

2. Bewere.

The penalty inflicited wes that of death,

3. Supernaturszl,
"hou hast not Iied to men, tolt to God." verse 4.

Ao Solemnizing
"And great fear ceme on a1l them thet hesrd these things." verse 5. And after the
Judgmert passed upon Sepphira in like mernmer, we read these words "ind great fear
came wpon 81l the church, snd upon ag many as heard thess things." wverse 11 '
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Iargely through this sudden, severs, supernatural, snd solemnizing judgment, the church
Was 1rifi d~~"and they were 211 with one accord™ verse 12b; magrified—-"bet the peopls
magnified them® verse 13b; mmltiplied--"And believers were the more added to the Lord™

voerse 14: and sstisfied,
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ettable things thst
sometimes come inbe a church femily. 3Bach generation is shocked by the tregic mizfortune
of some rotable leader who falls into shemeful conduct. Christianiiyts mgqt gerious
problem has bheen internal tragedies. OSome sxamples :

1. The betraysl of Judsg--one of the trusted twelve.

2. The denial of Peter--snother of the chosen ones.

3. The doubt and unbelief of Thomss—-azlso of the sgelected group.

4e The sin of Ananiss and Sy b ra

5. ‘?’be di sagr merzt hetween Pawl and Barnabes, the first two missionsries sent oud %o
2
evang Qllz& the world,

4. Our church—-Shis church hss never been grestly ewbarrassed by the orgsnized forces

of Szten on the ocutside. Ohéecvers, argnmerta, and querrels inside the church
“in previous years have been far more injuricus to the church than all ths op roosition

from.w1uhouﬁ

fod works through humen asgents. He works by men and throngh men to enlighten the world,
to heal the sickness of menm, te build e higher civilization, and to enrich the world
with litersture, art, and musiz, He has chosen to work through men, °



