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Greecs. As they laft him, Paul told them to have 3ilas and Timo
with all speed.”

Some noble Christian brethren in Berea sscorted Paul to Athens, the capital of
£ : T,
L i

While waiting for the arrival of his two missionary companions, Paul made a tour

of observation through Athens, vhich had long been a great center for literature,
art, sculpbturs, cul*uve, philosophy and religion. He was shocked by the multiplicity
of gods wh*cq were in evidence in the homes, on the shrest g, in the parks he
temples and in the megnificent Acropolis. It hes been said that ¢ e
than thirty thousand man-made gods in the city. This fact caused Pebronius
the witticigm thalt 1t was easier to find a2 god than s mar in Athens,
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The scenes which met Paul's gaze in thisg great heathen city made him so heartsick
that he eould not ramain silent. He immsdiately craad oul against the corrupbion
and wickedness of the people. Stirred with abhorrence that this great center of
cultpure was given to idelatry, Paul exboﬁed the empliness of their idel worship and
the worthlessness of their numerous altars, Thelr personal need of Christ, Vhom
Paul knew, loved and served, constituted a great chakm nge to the Aposile. Earnestly
desiring to do something fa% the salwvation of these pe=opls, Panl rsasoned with all
vho would listen to him, both in the synagogue and in the agora or market-place,

The agora was an cpen square in the heart of the city where buring nd selling took
place., It was also the place where new opinions were expounded, and where philosophers
and traveling orators found a ready audlence. Paul moved shout in the market-

place, cuaﬁtioniﬁg end reasoning with all who would listen to him. There Paul atiracted
the attention of ths Eplcursan and Stole philisophers. The Epicursans dsnied that
anything was creabted, and claimed that everything came by chance. They taught

hat pleasure was the supreame good and thal pain was the chief evil., To them a
‘resurvection and the future life were impossible. The 3toles were pantheists, whe

held that might and deity wers inseparable. They declared that virtue was +%e chief
good, but their theory wss not confirmed by their practice. They emphasized the
importance ¢f insensibility to pain and bleasuree

The Epicursans and Stoics forgot their mutual jealousy for ihe moment and mads
common cause against Paul, Considering Paul LG be a quack, they called him a

babbler, which means a "picker-up of seeds.® This word was used for the birds that
hopped ahouu picking up seeds out of strazei TequQ. It was a2 slang word used to

describes 3 person who frequented the market-place and picked up a qc“ap of information
or & crumb of learning here and thers and attenpted Lo npaim

naim 1t off 28 an original
thought., As applisd to Panl, when they spoks of him snseringly and conebmﬁlus*s.J
it meant; "What would this picker-up of sssds, this chaéter@f} %hig empby talker,
this ignoramus, wish %o say, if he could pick up snough words to get off an idea?”
Jome recognized that Paul was a religious teacher, To be a preclaimer of a2 forsign
deity was a grave offenss, since the Roman law 4id nob permit the Introduction of 2

new veligion. On this very charge the ﬁtJemlanB,ﬁwd voted the hemlock for their
greatest ciiizen, Socrates. ”hey mocked Paul because he o”@acﬁhd Jesus and the

resurrection. Some of them were so ignorant of what Paul meanit that they thought
he was talking sboub a coupie of deitiss, They thought that Jesus wag & god and

that resurrection was a goddess, and the wife of Jesus.
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hey took Paul “unto Arecpagus™ for sxamination concerning the 1= 5311*?‘0* his
saching, which was guibe new to this cullured, wniversily c s  4n response Lo
heir reousst Tor a full explanation of cioug views and tEQCQMM gs, Paul
elivered one of the greatest messages of ist e of thsa "”aauﬁaw
discourses racorded in the Word of God. DBr. Robertson des 2ed paﬂ»?g sermon as

"a m&sterpiaca of » al e?oobanQ on tne greabest of themes.” Snowden said, ™n

an T . iz one of the master-
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3 g powsr, A
;ieces of sratory.” @aul aoaanu to commend the gospel of Christ to the Greeks by
proving it to be the fulfiliment of their age~long yearning for God.

In the midst of the multitudinous array of altars which the Athe ¢ had erscted
to their oas’ Paul had obssrved ones on which they had placad th scription,

“To The Unknown God." It was as if they had said, "We have temp] to many gods
whose anger ws are sseking to placate, byt 1t sould be that thsre another =od
of whom we do nob have any knovledsge, so let us rear an altar "It L;knoa" God,

Ther wanted Lo be sure nolt to slight or offend any deily w o
overicoked, so they erschad this aliar, Ths irgcription which they placad theresor
was ths paﬁhetiGFCOPf zasion of the Athenians that there was a God, hut © i1

hat

not know Him, HNotwithstanding a1l the sruditidn of these philoscphars, the true
God was still unknown to them. Ib is & tragic mistake to zssume that God is to be

own through humen 1nvasﬁiga41oﬁ and discovery.
Uging this inscripbion as a starting polnm 1ite and plessing
introduction to his memorable sermon : respactfyl salutation,
“Gent Lemen cf Lthens.” Then urbeous and complimentary
aseription, 91 “GWCina that in all thi 3 7 religions,.”’ He readily

~nmfi their attention by thus comnending ‘them ?Qw a d;stﬁrc‘ioa of which they wers
1ntense“y nroud, n%maiy, their religlousness or thelr efforts to worship,

Paul preached aboub the true aﬂd living God, Who was certainily unknown io the
Athenians, Notwithstanding 21l their erudition, these philosophers had never heard

abeout Him. IL is always a bragl mistalke to assume that God is to be known Ly
human investigation and discovery.
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Paul considered it & Joyous privilege to tell the Athenians about the God ¥Whe wa
unimaow: to them, bub sc 17 loved by him. Hs told them that
God had not been made by humen hands, 285 thelr gods haed been.
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Paul declared that Cod was the Crnato&, the Cne ¥Who made heaven and sarth and all
that is in them. Therefors, He was far greater than any god of whom they had ever
heard, All ot
Heither was th

her uods had been made by mv“, and were therefors lower than man,
creative, active, purposeful and powerful God confined to any

is
temple made with hands,

1ed that Zod is not only the soures of 311 1ife, but He

2 tajiner of 1ife. s gives 1life and breain to every

ivi o the forces of the universe with theam as He
pleases. He has powe r» mankind. A1l human sctions, wqcnqu nregent or futurs,
are dependent upon 1 and power of God. Not only is Ced our creator and
sugstainer, but He is also our henefact As bvensfactor Hs is the bastower of 1ife
and a1l of itz bL g3, both temporal aﬁd spiritual. God is nesrer to us than
we realize., In we live, and move, and have our belng.”




Having learnsd the glorious truth of the Impartiality of Cod, Paul cheerfully and
foreefully taught that Cod is no respecter of persons, that He does nob have s”}
favorites, and that He loves all men of 211 races. He preached that all mﬂ” ha
been placed on Godfs sarth by His power, are gove:ned by Hig will and are mﬂmde nt
on His mercy. A1l of them need Christ Jesus as thelr Saviour. He can save them

4 believe on Him &g their

and will save them whéen they repent of their sing an
Saviour. He can satlsfy every nsed © 1
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" Things sezemed to go well with Paul wmtil he preached the rasurrsction of Christ,
The wise men of Athens refused to accept his teaching on this subject. Some of them
became Infuriated and 2 great confusion resulted, Even te this day Satan is not
greatly disturbed at the preaching of a dead Christ, but he lg always strongly
opposed Lo the gospel of the resurrsction. What a pity thal so many Christians
plezase him by their failure to proclaim the resurrected and living Christ!

The resurrection of Christ is the very heart of His gospel and the pivotal point

in Chrigbianity. All of His claims rest ﬂncp the glorious doctrine of ths resurrect-
iont. The Jews feared the resurrectilon o £ Christ and saw Lo it that a heavy Homan
guard was placed about His tomb. The sarly <
inspiration in the resurrsciion of their Lor

of Paults preaching. Furthermore, Christ's
the basis of the Christian faith and the

ar1r Christianz found their grestes
3, Christis resurrection wmas
resurrsction was the proof of His deiiy,
ruaranbee of our resurrechtion.
Those who

Iistensd to Paults sermon on the resurrection were characherized by one
T thres attit

udes:
1. Derision - "some mocked.”
2. Delay - some sald, "We will hear tnn~ again of this matter.

believed,

[

2. Deecision ~- "Certain men clave unto him, an

¥o sermon is a failure i¥ it results in the salvation of a singls soul.
While those who believed on Christ as 3 resuli of Paul's sermon were few in
nmumber, one of them was 4 man of vrominence and considserable influsnce ~-
Dionysius, one ol the judges, and znother was an aristocratic woman bty the name
of Damaris. After 2ll, Paulfe preaching of the resurrection was quilie effective
and suceesaful,



