STATIC OR DYRAMIC?

For apvroximately three years Chri L been endesavoring by precept end ewample to impress
uwpon 21l of His discivies the gres the He bad come into the world to impert. Becsuse

i kingdom they said, “lord, wilt thou at this time
18 not rebwke Them on account of the guestion,
nor did He give them 2 negative arswo vt He girmly set it aside ag bveing irrelevant.
They wanted earthly deminion, whey He wanted them tv have a gpiritusl dynamic. So
fe spoke to them sbout the power vhich He consideved ipvalueble.

regstore the kingdom o Israel 7V

There are two Creek words in the Vew Testament, both of which are translated ™ower,®
They are exousis and dunsmis, The Tormer mesns apthority, and the latler mesns ability.
It is the lattor, or dunemis, that is used in our text; and it wesns ability or strength.
It iz the word from which we get the term "dynenmite.® T4 implies vower expresgsed in
action. It is not comparsble with the nower resident in the atom, but with the shtrengih
resolved from the atom. This power in the spiriiual realm.msy be compared with atowis
power im the physical realm, This power iz related to, resident in #nd resolved by the
Holy Spirit.

Hoting the difference of these words, our text reads thus: 7T is not yours to know times
or seasons which the Father put inm his own auwthority (exousia}, Bubt ye shall receive
vower (frpsmis) after that the e Spirit is come uwpom you: and ve shall be witnesses
of me both in Jerusalem, end in 211 Jndes, and in Samaria, and unte the nttermosi part

of the esrth.®

Exousis means possessed power, the amthority of God. Such pever ig hest measured not by

its erpression, but by its possession. Its expression is alwsvs Jess than its possession.
Its possession is only partially pletured by its expression. Ibe expression csn never
exhaust ite possession. God's power 1s bigger than sny expression. It is the asuthority
back of all expressed power. When Christ gave His world-wide commission to His church

Be geid, ™A1l anthorilty is mine." Back of the world-wide evangelism of men 1z Fis uvniversal

avthority,

Times and seasons beleng to Codfs avthority. He hes pubt them in Fis own nower, HNot sli
the mechanics and mathemetics snd methods and machinery of men can meke or determine
epiritual seasons. They belens to God's suthority.

Fothing so awakens man’s sembitiom es power, It is sweeter te him than bread to the hungry,
sunrise to the benighted or home to the wanderer. The greatest need of gvery church member
todey is power from fod. OChurch members have worldly wigsdom, culture and talents, but
they lack spiritual peower. A4s we think of their powerlessness, we sre reminded of the
incident when Thomas Aquines visited Rome and was shown the gorgecusness of the papal
palace, and the Fope remarked: "Well, Thomas, the church in cur day carmot gay: 'Silver
and gold have I none.!" "Ho,® replied Aguinas, "neither can she say: !'In the name of

Jesus, rise up and walk, !

Static or dypamic--which? This ies a sesrching guestion For church members , individuslly
and collectively. "Static” meens "perisining to hodies at rest or in eguilibrimm.” 4
stetic verson is an individual at rest. A staitic church is ome which is at rest. "Dynemic®
means "periaining to forees not in equilibrimm.® A dynemic verson is an individual in
motion. & dynamic church is one which is in action,
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Are you a stat

atic igtian? Recently one observed the lives of many shureh
members and then asked this guestient
t

wne  YIf Christ means so much to Christisne, why do they
her and o lost simmers?” That certainly iz a good

ot Talk more sbout Hin to nne sno
guestion.
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Present-day chirch members may well be divided into three elasses: A small groun of peonle
who are surrendered tco Chrisit: a lsrger grovp consisting of those vho sre enlisted in
church work, but are not surrendered to Christ; and e still larger oroun composed of

these who are nelther eniisted in church work nor surrendeved to Christ. The unenlisted
and vnsurrendered group is a grest Iisbility to any church. The enlisted bubt unsurrendered
group constitutes a grave danger to any church. Fecause their idea of Christisn vork is
thet of activity instead of reality, they have a form of godliness, but they deny its nower.
The group thet is suwrrendsred to Christ consiitutes the only hove of a church.

I, The Promise Of Power.

Our text contains a glorious promise: "Ye shall receive power.”™ Only through power
from on high could they render acceptable service. "Ye ghall receive power, ve shall
be power~ful, ve shall be dynemic.® Tt is explosive power. It is exerited POHEY ~sDOWET
in action, power that does things, power thal puts things across, and power thet causes
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things to heppen. e ghall be dynapic.”

Christ's promise of power is just as applicable to us asg it was to the early discinles,
It has been fulfilled, but not exhausted. There is an essentiel difference beltween

the Two. 4 postege stemp once uvsed cannot be used again, but that is not true of a
doliar bill. The blll mey be soiled and shained, old and torn, yea, even torn in halves
gnd pasted together. That does not matter; whoever has it can presend it at the bank
and zet ite eguivalent. BSo it is with this promise. It may pass from lip to lip,

from age to age, and be Mlfilled thousands of times, bubt it can still bhe fulfilled

in our lives.

T1. The Person OF Power,

Thie Person is the Hely Spirit. ‘“lpen the coming of the Toly Spirii upon vou.® Christisns

need divine enduement, spirituvel compulsion; spirituwel emergizing, if they are to be
dynamic snd not static. Those who have wrought wondrous things for the lord have

been the ones who have received the power of the Holy Spirlt unen them. He ia the

only One Who gives us power to do exploiis for God, to promote the interests of God's
kingdom. The power of the Foly Spirit will be received by us through humble self-
emptying, whole-hearted willingness, earnest praying and ohedient waitingz., 4z He

fille us, He cleanses from sin, empowers us for spiritual tasks and guides us in service.

ITT, The Purposs OFf Power,

This purpese is very elearly and definitely stated in the words, "Ye shall be My witnesces.

What is a witness? A witness is one who knows something snd is willing to tell what

he knows. 4 Christian witness is one who tells somebody what he knows sbout the lord

Jesug with a view ito winning him to 2 saving knowledge of Christ. Tt ig not only the
L) o -

privilege of every believer in Christ to lmow Him, bul slso to meke Him knovm to others.

We cemmot meke times and seasons; but we czn witness for Christ, God has kept times
and Seasons within His own suthority, but He has put witnessing in the province of
our energlzed, exercised and expressed power. Fh is nod ouwr busineses to win the world
to Chriet, but to witness to the lost for Christ.

tilan witpessing is of two kinds-—wthat of the e at <
8 even when the lips are silent. HMNothing can withstand the witness of 2 g
e. The life should shine, and the lips should speek for Christ. It is strange
how slocuent many church members ean be aboui pollitics,

snd vet ars silent about Christ, salvslion and spirituoal
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g, ine things we love

most and valuve the highest asre the ones aboul which we spesk so Treely and most frecuently,
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One need not sit in a courtroom very long until he lesrns that the influence of the
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testimony of a witness upon the Jury devends largely uvon the character of the witness,
g dovbly true in the realm of religion. The influsnee that your bestinony fer

is gﬁxﬁg to have will demend very lergely wnon vour Christisn charac%gv When
son, who 1s living a beantiful and comsistent Christian 1ife, testifies for Christ,

imony will be very effective.

;

N
4]
c_'i'
Ul
(_-F*

4re you as a church member making any deen impression on those arcund von, moving them

to thoughts shout God, proclaiming fto them the grace of God and calling them to éalvetion
by Chrisi? Or, are you like those eavly diseiples, who were so busy locking towsrd
heaven thet they were stsiic Instead of dynemic? Ther were ﬁtaﬂdlng instead of moving,
fixed instead of functioning.

e shall be dymanic” nromised Christ, ™Why are ye statie?? chal lenged the heavenly
mesgengers. Dynemic mesna power-ful, Static mesns oower-lesa, Christ said the discinles
should be goling in power. But here they were standing gazing into hesven. Chvish
said they should be dynamic. But kere they were static.

Two traveling men stopped one Sunday at the seme hodel in a certain Scuthern eity,

the one a believer, +he ather an unbellever, The believer versuaded the nnbeﬁlever

to go to church with him. & men to vhom God had given the nower (dunemis) of witnessing
in greebing shook handg wm%h them, At night the unbeliever invited the helisver %o

go with hlm to the same church again and pave as his reason: "That man who shook hands

with me at the door thiﬁ norning has something T haven'™ . I wandt to go hack amd shake
hands with him agein,? “

Our text presents two types of church members—-static snd dvnamic, The ststie church
members do not give testimony to CGod end do not move peovle to xhoughuq of God. They
do not give testimony beyond this world's vower snd efficiency, The dynemic church

mewbers give testimony for the lord and move peonle to thoughts ﬁf Cod and the mirscle

of salvation through Shrist,

Church members withoul dynamic power from God camnob be witnesses to a living Jerd,
God give us preying passion and dynamic powsr to he good witnesses in u%te“ance and
stewardshiv of His supermatural power and grace, ”bo%h in Jeru*aiﬁmg snd in =11 Judes,
and in Sameris, end unto the witermost parts of the earth.®



