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Conecerning the cell of Barnsbas and Saul te be missionsries, the Foly Spirit called them

to the task and then made it known fto the chureh thsi these rarticular men were the ones

whe should do this work. Vhile their work im the church at Antioch wes prosperimg sbundantly,
the Holy Spirit said to the church: "Senarate me Barnsbas and Ssul for the work whereunto

I beve eslled them." Without hesitetion or murmuring, with fasting snd prever, they laid
their hands on Bernebes and Ssaul, ordaining them to the high and holy task to vhiech He

had called them and then sent them swsy. Indeed that wss an zusviclous ocession.

These two missionaries, with thelr young assistant John Marl, went down to Selemeia, Antioch's
seaport, located at the mouth of the Orontes River. Frow there they sailed to Salamis,

the most important port om the scuthern shore of the island of Cvprus, and its cormereial
center, There they began thelir vreaching in ome of the synsgogues. After spending some
time in Sslamis, they continued their journey om foot westward across the island, vresching
in each towm and village through vhich they passed. Eventuslly they arrived at Paphos

in the western end of the islend. Hers they entered wvigorously wupon thelr work of preaching
the gespel.

Pevhos was the eapital of Cyorus snd the residence of itz Romen yuler, the preconsul
Sergias Pauluvs. Fe had been sent bw the Roman goverrment to administer the affairs of
the provinee of Cyprus. He was, therefore, & men of grest dignity znd power and held,

of course, the first place smong the people of the island. Izke's account reflecis credit
upon hig character, for it represents him as a msn of Inguiring and discernimg mind.,

In those days there were many Syrisns and Jews who were vpretenders to wisdem, seers of

the future, fortume-tellers, sorcerers, magiciang and sootheayers, men who played uopon
the superstitious eredulity of the Homans and wormed themselves into the confidenece of
their prinees and rvlers., It wss the custom then for exmltied persomages to retain the
services of astrologers. A man of thls sort was st the elbow of Sergius Peulus, deseribed
in this chapter as a magiciswy and o false provhet., Fis vrofessional neme was Elymas,
meaning one powerful im seeret wisdom. He startied the people by his tricks and by his
predictions for the future. Fe was s maglelan; therefore, he was wise, He was a soothsayers
therefore, he was given a place of honor, He was a vrophet; therefore, he was regpected.
He was a Jewy therefore, he was szccepted., He was intimste with the proconsul or gevernor,
Sergius Paulus.

A8 a Roman, Sergius Paulus had beeun brought up in the state religionm of the Roman Empire.
A% that time that religion was the most vile, eorrupt end criminal heathenism on earth.
Paphos was the seat of the licertiocus worship ef Arhrodite, It was the scene of freguent
profligate processions and abominsble rites. Tt misht well have been called, "the place
where Satan's seat is.? Athanasius siyled its relicion "the deification of lust.” People
could not resort to its ancient temple erected to the worship of Vemus without being defiled
in mind and depraved in charscter. Vemus was the poddess of semsuality, and the practiees
connected with this temple were sbomineble, Satan slusys prospers where sensumelity abounds.

Sergius Paulus was a prominent man, the proconsul and governor of Cyprus. BHe was a very
intelligent man, something of a vhilosopher. He was prudent, judicious, cautious and
circunspect. He had pogition, possessions and the praise of men. Seemingly he had everything
thet money cowld buy and hesrt could wish, Bui, he lacked ene thing-soul contentment.

He was eonsciouns of the holleuness of the heathen feith, He lenged for more lisht. Being

& searcher for the truth, he did not accept everyihing thst he had besrd Elymas esay. Dig-
appointed and dispusted with meny thipgs about the religien of the Bomen Bmpire, he had

the convietion thet semewvhere there rust be a true religion: one that could satiely the
cravings of the homan heart.

Highly dissatisfied with the pretensioms, tricks and teachings of Elymse, and, having been
informed of the activitises and preaching of the missionasries during their ministry across
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the island and in the capital city, Sergilus Paulus desired to hear the Word of God shows
the working of preparatory grace im his heart. It is alweys a very hopeful thing when
any sinner, who ls weary of the vaparies and speculstions of men, secks owt ministers of
the truth and desires from them 1igkt from the Seriptures.

Degiring to hear the Word of God from the missiomaries themselves, Sergius Panlus sent

for Barnabas and Paul, the men who vrofessed to be the servants of God 2ud teo be the
bearers of a message from His throne. Doubtless there were all kindcs of rumors in reference
to Barpabas and Paul and thelr misszion--rumors exeggerating, disparaging, cariesturing

or falsifying their werds. Ho doubit there were soms vho conterted themselves with these-
flying reports and perhaps helpsd to distert and spreed them still more, Very likely there
were those who greedily swallowed all that was told them snd then added something of their
own. To say the least, it was an impertant step towsrds his conversion when he sent for
these preachers of the gospel,

Barnabas and Paul were exceedingly grzteful for the invitation te preach the gospel to

the governor. When they ecame the lord accompanied them amd filled the place with His glory.
They gladly expeunded the gospel to kim, and he listened 4o it with a keen interest. BPut
here, as everywhere they went, they scon discovered that the devil had been there shesd

of them. So it always has been, is today, and ever shsll be. The prinece of this world
gets in his work first. Men sre bhorn under the dominion ef Satan.

Elymas wes standing by when they vresched te the governeor, and, when he observed how his
master was impressed by whal he heard from them, he becsme alarmed. He feared that they
might supplent him in his master's fover and oust him from his luerastive office, Sergius
Paulus sought to hear about the will of God, and the epirit of the devil in Elymes attenmpted
to keep him in darkness. There was a clear-ecut issue between truth and falsehoed, between
iight and darkmess, between Christ snd the black arts which infested the ancient world,

and between life and death, :

When the Word of Ged was preached in 211 its plaimmess and with all its power, Sergius
Panlus felt himself conmvinced, convicted and drawn. Seeing that he was inm danger of losing
kig influential and prefitable nosition, Elymes kept interrupting Barnabas anc Paul with
arguments, denunclations and contrzdictions. He called in guestion their facts, disputed
their comelusiens, maligned thelr motives, sought to czst dowbt snd suspicion wpoen their
whole mission, his aim being to turn the mind of the zovernor away from the gospel of
Christ.

Satan dees not give up his votaries and viectims without an effort te hold them. The
governor wes too valumeble an adherent to gzive up. He must be held at all hazards. That
is always the case. A&s the vreverb says, "Where the Iord builds a church the devil puts
up a chapel ajongside it." There are always those, who like this sorcerer, oppese the
Word of God and try to turn every prospective comvert awsy and keep him from becoming a
Christian., In this case, Sergius Paulus did not harden his heart. He did not resist the
truth. He did not stifle confielieon, or resist the Holy Spirit or semd the missionaries
away. Instead, he saw and felt the superiority of the truth. He saw the trickster and
liar cenfounded.

Clothed for the moment in a godlike majesty, Paul wass led by the Hely Spirit to stop the
mouth of Elymas and te imbese wron him a pimisbment that would demonstrate his hypoerisy
and selfishness., Paul fixzed his eyes on Elymas and said, *0 full of all subtility and

all mischief, thou child of the devil, thou enemy of 21l rightecusness; wilt thou not
‘cezse to pervert the right ways of the Iord? And now, behold, the hand of the Iord is
upon thee, and thou shalt be blind, not seeing the sunm for a season. And immediately there
fell on him & mist and a darkness; and he went aboul seeking some to lead him by the hand."
Panlts words to Elymas were severely searching and scorching. However, they were not a
flare of human passion but a demonstration.of divine indignation. They were not the



-3 -

contentious sccusetion of an embitbered man bub the righteous derumeliation of a holy Ged
throush Mis mezsenger. The Apostle used such words beesuse Flymas was ptanding in the

way of & soul receiving the truth and the light. The most severe words inm the DBible are
reserved for those who stand between men and God. Tlymss was vertaker of the devil's nature
and resembled him in cherscler and disposition. He wzs especially like him in perverting
the truth. He was hestile to all that was pleasing to God.

A total but temporary blindness fell upon Elymas and be went sbout seeking a hand-leadsr,
Note the fitness of the punishwent in that he who deceived snd blinded others end led them
astray should himself be mede blind snd dependent on others to lead him, OfF course, Sergius
Paviue was impressed tremerdously. The one thing which the Romans reverenced was power.
They had 1ittle taste for the sperulsiions of the vhiloscrhers or for the tenderness of

the poets. They were not fascinated by the arts, excent in the crestion of stately and
massive bulldings, but they vere orofoundly impressed with power, and this miraele of
punichment was a divine menifestation of power.

With his proud conception of the might of Caesar end the majesty of Rome, one would expect
that a gospel preached by & couple of voor Jews, having for its object a crucified Jew,
would neturally avpear to Serpius Psulus & wesk and cowbtemptible thimg, which no eleguence
could render worthy of his netice. But, when Paul, spesking in the name of the living

God, hurled the divipe thunderbolt of vengeance apsinst an impostor, emshrouding him with

a widnight darkness at moomtide, the nride of the Romen wes subdued inte a humility of
wondering reverence, Fe saw thal benesth the plain msrb snd strenge story of the Apcstle.
there wes hidden a hand mightier than =11 the strength of imperiszl Rome, The majesty of
almightiness had glesmed forth, the presence of the true and living Cod had revealed itself,
and the goevernor trerbled with the birth throes of a faith in their mission.

In the stern rebuke of Elymas, Sergius Poulus must heve felt himself rebuked for harboring
such a child of the devil and an enemy of rightecusness. The punishment muet have moved
him to shame and comtrition, otherwise he would have been angry. The FHoly Spirit vindicated
the troth which Paul and Barnabas were declaring. God's Word says, "Then the deputby,

when he saw what was done, believed, heing astonished at the doetrine of the Isrd.” Tt

iz doctrine, or feithful teachiny, then, which brince men to Christ. Iet those who desplse
doctrine mind whal they are doing, for the doctrine of the eress is enly foolishness to
them who perish., Under the influence ef the Holy Spirit, the plain teachirg of the Word

of God lezds men to repent toward God and to believe on Christ. The procomsul was astonished
to see Elymss blinded bubt much more so at the deetrine whieh Paul preached when he began

to tell him that salvation was not by the works of the law but by faith in Jesus Christ;
that the way to be accepted of CGod wos not by preserting to the Iord anything performed

by us or felt withirm us, but by lzving hold upon the righteousness which Jesus Christ has
wrought out and brought im. Sergius Paulus believed on the lord Jesws Christ and was saved.
There are always conversions when hesrts bow to the powsr of the Word as used by the Holy
Spirit.,

Surely this was a very imporitant conversion, the first prominent one under the ministry

of Paul of which we have a recerd. A1l conversions are important, but some sre mere seo

than others. This ig not true because one soul is of more value in God's sight than another.
Sinee He is no respecter of persoms, the soul of Sergius Paulus was not worth any mere

than the seul of one of his slaves, becsuse both were purchaged at the same price, the
precious bleed of Christ. But, £itill the comversion of Sergims Paulus was of greater valme
to the church beeause his position and anthoriiy ensbled him to wield a greater and wider
inflesnece for the Iprd. He eonld do more for the éanuvse of Christ than ene of his slaves.

We must never become respecters of persens in our soul-winning efforts, but it is net
uncehristian to covet the leadership of our day for Christ.



