On the day of Penmtetost Peter finiched his gresit sermon with these memcrsble
words: '"I"erefore let all the house of Tsrael kﬂOV' sesuredly, nyat God %cth
d

made that ssme Jesus, vhom ye have cruei , both Lord zpd Christ.” What was

their response to hile messaze?

The Holy S“irit used Peter's sermon to plevce their hesrts., His hesrers were
pilerced through =zs with gn arrow and made deeply conscicus of their terrible
guilt. The Holy Spirit wrought this deen conviction in their hearts. Convic-
tion “or sin is ever a divine work and zlweys beyond man's nower. Conviction
for sin vprecedes concern about sslvatiocn, and hoth are egsentlial to the sal-
vation of a sinner.

Upon hearing Peter's sermon, the Jews were convinced of its truth, corvicted of
thelr guilt, snd so filled with fear of the wrath of God that they eried oul,
"Men and Brethren, whet shell we do?" Peter commanded them To repent and to be
baptized in the name of Christ. To these Jews repentence mesnt to change

their minds szbout Christ, to adm’t their guilt in rejecting Him, srnd to tura in
faith to Him, Zs an Gﬁthc?d expression of thelir inward repentance and faith, they
were comasnded to be beptized. Having been cleansed from their sine through re-
pentance and faith, symbolically they were to express that cleansing by being
heptized, Beontiem has no mesning i sins have not already beenm forgiven. Bentism
hes no mesning if sing have not already been forgiven, Baptism was intended for
believers onl. . It yag never intended 1o maks bellevers. It wes glven 2g &
gymbol, but it wss not vested with a saving virtue.

The word trsnslated "for' in verse 38 1s used to express "basis,” M"ground, ! or
Tacmge®, #For the remissicsn of zing® eimply means on sce unt of, or on the
basis of, the remission of eins. To illustrate, it was the custom of s me of my
earliest school teacherz to whip their pupils for fightins on the playground.

In each case the boys were whipnped for fiUP*Eﬂb, not in nrder to enable them To
fight or te meke them fight, but because they had fought already, 5o, we are
hantized, not in order to heve cur sins forgiven, but because they have been
forgiven already on the ground of our reventance toward God and feith in the

Lord Jesus Christ. Baptism never saved a single soul, and was never intended

to do so. Only Jesus Christ can save. Because He saved us, when we believed .
or Him, we gladly submitted tc baptism as an act of Joving chedience to Christe

Baptism symbolized our exmoriences as believers in Twriste

e

ek

"Ye shall receive the qift of the Holy Gbogt." What 2 Gift ) What a Guided
What a Cuardisn! And to © ink, He hae come to remain,

About three thousand souls were saved and e dded to the church. They were not
added in order to be saved, but beceuse they were saved., Ts that why you jeined
the church? Sslvation znd baptism are the two vrerequisites to daurch membership.
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hots 2e42-47

I, Steadfaqvﬁess. Aots 242,
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O

Steadfast® ig defined zs belng ' ixed and establisred: steady:
unx¢crm.” Those eorjy Christisns were n~{ spasmodic. They continued stes
regerdless of conditions and hardshing.

1. Steadfsst in doetrine,

They were constant in their attendsnce upon the {each ng& of the avostles
Trere was much for them to lesrn. They did not surrender, nor modify, nor
compromise the Tundamentsl things which they were taught. How many in our
present day churches are "estzblished" in the faith Yonce for =11 delivered
unto the gaints"? '
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tezdfast in fellowshin,
They continued in fellowshin with God. Fs
talkims with God =g one would with his bes
Meny in our churches tod v &re not enjoying
there zre so meny darkened faces and emﬁty
They are out of fellowshivn with God. Those Christians slso mnjoyed Ffellow-
ship with one azncther. They were bound tor by unbreskabls tieg, They
felt the need of each other. They nrayed | for sach other instead of criti cizing
egch other. They encourared rather than elsndered esch other, There were
gpecial reasons which drew them into close spiritual fellowshin., They lived
in 2 hostile world. In Christian fellowshio they found a powerful meansz of
sustaining thelir spirituslity. They avorecisied the commnicn of gainis.
They faithfully attended meetings for muitusl cownsel, exk@rtatloﬁh,{;“d soirit-
uzl fellowshin. They regsrded themselves as members of a brotherhood, whose

" rules they were bound to obey, and wvhosge interests they were obligeted Ho
promote. '
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of welldng snd
What intimacyl

wehin with God. Wo wonder

among church members today,

3. Stea fast in the bresking of bread.

This has reference to the Lord's Supner. They were faithful in their cbedience
to the dying command of their Mester. They were not cereless in their obser-
vance of the Memorial Suoper. None of them dared or wished to turn his back
upon the Lord's Supper, What a nity thet many todey wilfully act as if the
charse, "This do," had nevsr heen uttered !

4. Steedfagt in vraying. _
They literally lived in the svirit of prayer. Praver was the weapon hy which
they conguered their foes. 11 wes the hizshwsy slong which they proceeded %o
vietory. It was the comnecting link between the seen and the unseen, between
earth and heaven. There wzen'it any question sbout their fajithfulness in
attendsnce wpon the mublic praver services,

Reverence. Acte. Z:43.

"eer came upon every soul.! They felt God was near, because of the "wonders
and sighn', PFear of God in the heart g Toree or vower in the world., God
has alweys visited His faithful followers with power, The Christians of the
firgt century were power-consclcug, whereas meny bodsy are nroblem-mnseious.
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Genercsity. Acts 2:44-45.
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A13 thet believed were fzithful in atitendsnce st church. Nobody offered any
gxcuge for his a gence becsuse 211 "were together.® They were huhﬁa1lv end
apiritually united. Ther were one in spivit. What one felt all Telt. They
wept with these who wept, and they rejolced with those vhe rejoiced, Selfish-
negs had no place among them. Their benevolence inspired them to make sacrifice
The love of vroperty in them gsve way to the love of man, "They sold their
possgessions and gonds, #nd marted them to all, as every nman had need,”

Gladness., Acts 246,

They were all of one accord. They were united. There wzs perfect harmony.

No eritie broke the fellowship. No drores, nor negetive souls nadded their
rolls. No oversensitive oneg hed to be handled with special care.

Such harmony ig slweys besutiful, whether found in children at play, in the home
cirele, or ir the church. To breck such fellowship is Batan's first snd chief

attack on a church.

They "3id ezt thelr mest with gladness." Their hearts exnlied with j-v. The
rich were hapny, for thelr bemevolent spirit wes rratified in giving. The poor
were H?ﬂﬁv,-?hr their hearts glowed with gratitude in receivin-, A1l were
banny in themeelves, happy with esch other, becauge they were hapny in Christ,

They were filled with ioy, even though they Iad énough To make them sad. They
went to their task sin-in -, though they had encu-h to meke them ween, If they
were imprisoned and besten, they sang in the “eil. If they were released they
rejoliced, nolt beceuse they were free, but becsuse they were counted worthy ‘o
guifer for Christ's szke. Vhen Hldley and his two mertyr compsnions were burned
ir the streets of Oxford, he srid to his comrades in fire, "Cheer mo, ny
brothers, we will light & fire today thet will i1lumine 21l of England.” And
they did. :
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Success.‘ hots 247,

1. The¢r inflvence was great.
"They had favor with 21l the peopls.® Thelir snirit snd conduct commended

the esteen of the pecple around them,

2, Their growth was constant.
Peonle were sdded to the church daily.

3¢ Their incresse was due to divine mwer,
The Iord zdded them to the ehurch after He had saved them.
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