CETTING OUT OF THE ROUGH

"For this cause left I thee in Crete, that thou shouldest set in order the things that are
wanting, and ordain elders in every city, as I had appointed thee® {Titus 1:5)}.

This subjeet is familiar to golfers. Often their only chance te play comes from a situation
when the ball rolls out of the fairway and comes to rest in the rough.

For example, when Queen Mother Elizabeth of England reached her fiftieth birthday, the
famous photographer Cecil Beaton tock some pictures of her. In an extravagance of tact,
the photographer sent her proofs so retouched that not a wrinkle showed. Her secretary
returned them with z polite note which said in effeet: "Her majesty feels that, having
weathered fifty years of life on earth, she would not Ilike her photograph to suggesi that
she has come through completely unscathed.” In the same way it is extremely unlikely that
any one of us will come through a single year completely unscathed, and it is 2 part of
wisdom to set our sights accordingly.

The rough is one of the facts of 1ife that has to be taken into account. Crete was a hard
place; the Cretans were a bad lot; that was why Paul left Titus there.

As a young man Titus had supposed that experience is all fairwsy without any rough. When
he got this letter from Paul, his eyes were opened to the truth that the rough is one of
the facts of life, and you might as well take it for granted. In substance he said: "Life
is not all you wank, but it's all you've got; so stick a flower im your cap and be happy."
In writing about the playing of golf, the famous golfer, Bobby Jenes, said: 'From the
begirming he may as well be convinced that he can never learn how to stay out of difficult
situations. He will have to learn how to get out.” And we might as well be convinced
that we can never learn to stay out of Crete. We shall have to learn fo get cut.

Crete was a small, populous, luxurious, and corrupt island just off the coast of Greece
in the Mediterranean Sea, almost equidistant from Europe, Asia, and Africa. 1t originally
belonged to Greece, but was later taken by the Remans, and it becéme a Roman colony about
seven years before Christ.

Men from Crete were present on the day of Fentecost {Acts 2:13.). It is probably that a
church was organized on Crete immediately after Pemtecost. At some unrecorded time, Paul
visited this island in the interest of Christisnity. We do not know just wher he went there,
for there is no reference to it in any of his missionary journeys. However, it must have
been near the close of his life, because he lefi Titus there to carry on his work. This
island was not at all a desirable place for a Christians to be left. Titus was disappointed
greatly with the position as he found it, and was inclined to give way to the mood of des—
pair. Apparently Paul's letter to Titus was in answer to one from the young minister in
which he complained of the bad and hard situation which he had on Crete.

Titus was a young man with much zeal, bub not a great deal of wisdom; he was full of
enthusiasm, but not very well settled in his convictions. He grew tired of the wicked~
ness of the place of the hardships through which he had to pass, and the lack of appre-
ciation everywhere for him and his work. He was very much dissatisfied with his location.
His restless spirit was seeking to flee from these unfavorable conditions.

When he wrote Paul and complained about the hard situation which he had, it is possible
that he wrote in somewhat this fashion:

Dear Paul:

This is an awful place. The people are hopeless. The poor, struggling Christian

movement is only rags and tatters. I am remaining here until you say "Go," but I
can't get away quick enough. For pity's sake, don't make me stay here 211 winger.
There lsn't a ghost of a chance for me to accomplish anything worthwhile here.

Obediently but unhappily yours,
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And then he received this letter from Paul, which said in effect:

Dear Titus:

You are right about the Cretians. A prophet of their own sald, "Cretians are
always lizrs, evil beasts, idle gluttons." This testimony is true. C(rete is a
hard place, and the Cretians are a bad lot. There isn't anything too bad that
you can say about them. Crete is in dire need. "For this cause left I thee

in CGrete.®

Paul wrote to remind Titus that these conditions were not new to him; he acknowledged
that they were all and more than Titus had stated, but that the wickedness of the
situation was the very reason for his remaining there. He had not been lefit there be-
cause it was a lovely place to spend a vacation, nor because the people were so congenial,
but because he wWas so badly nesded.

I. Titus Magnified His Difficulties.
1. He encouniered real problems.

The difficulties of which Titus complained were real, but they seemed to him
sufficient reason for his leaving the place. Why should he waste his 1life among
such people when there were other places where his labors would count for so much
more? Who of us has not had just such experiences? Life's work usually leads in-
to uncomfortable situstions, into real problems, into diffieult places; but the
fact that such condiiions exist makes the need for help more apparent and more ur—
gent. The existing needs call for the hands of helpfulness, even if hardships are
tc e endured and sacrifices are to be made.

The tendency to magnify difficulties is due to the fact that we look upon one side
of the problem without seeing the other side at all. Men eannot afford to take
counsel of their fears; such methods of procedure do not win victories, nor build
character, nor lessen the real difficulties. It is well to accept them, and then
turn the problem around and look at the other side of it. The very things that -
would defeat us would also give us the opportunity for a great victory. The very
things that discourage us might also greatly encourage us. If the presence of dif-
fieult matters leads to hopeless brooding, we shall be defeated; but if it stirs
our righteous indignation and fires us with fight and fury, then another chapter
must be writien. The most sericus situation is a man's life is not the presence
of difficulties, but what effect they have on his life. They seem to have whipped
Titus in the first battle.

2. He was sadly disappointed.
{3) Becanse of the enormity of the difficulties.
{2} Becasuse the people were so unresponsive.
{3} Because of the small visible resulis.

3. He indulged in self-pity.
I can imagine Titus talking to himself and saying: 'Why should I be shoved off
in this out-of=the-way place? These people are evil, and I think I am justified
in feeling a righteous indignation which will tell them so and leave them fo stew

in their own grease.” You know the reaction: "Why deo I have to siay married to
a man like the beast my husband is?" '"Why do I have to get sick and face so large
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a hospital bill?" ‘Why do I have to work so hard to make ends meet?¥

Hlo doubt Titus' rebellion gave way to self=pity. "If only I could have been sent
to Rome or Ephesus or Corinth instead of Crete. Is there anybody who has had to
take it on the chin as I have?” And you know that feeling too: If only the pro-
fessor didn't have it in for me; if only I could get the breaks cother pecople seem
to geb; if only I had the ability that other fellow has!

This is a most unfortunabe state of mind, It makes one an easy prey to every foe.
Sueh a mind becomes an incubator for all mammer of evil things. It makes cowards
out of men, it multiplies enemies, it magnifies injuries, it creates imaginary pro-
blems, it breaks one's confidence in self, it £331ls him with suspiclon towards every
proffered kindness, and it drives him to the wall in defeat.

II. Titus Mastered His Bifficulties.

L.

By gaining personal confidence.

The trouble with Titus was not the many difficulties but the lack of vision to
meet them. His greatest difficulty was within. That is the trouble with most of
us. Too many of us give more timeto counting our enmemies than we do to conguering
them. We spend more time analyzing our problems than solving them. The work that
lay befere Titus could not be accomplished unless it was first seen in the light of
great possibilities. Great men do not achieve greatness because there are no hard-
ships in the way, bubt by enduring and overcoming. Battles are not fought and vie-
tories won upon the demerit or upon the weakness of the opponents, but because of
the strength of the voctors. Twelve spies were senit to investigate the situation
in Canaan and bring back report to the Israelites; ten of them told only of giants
and difficulties and impossible things, but the remeining two told a different story.
They admitted the walled cities, the giants, and the high mountaing: but they had a
courage to match those things. From what angle do you see your problem, or from
what angle do you approach it? Titus did not need more comfortable circumstances
nor fewer enemies; his greatest need was more falth and courage in his own heart.
Victories must be won first in subjective confidence, then in material realities.
Christian faith wins by magnifying its courage and confidence.

By cultivating the proper attitude.

Paul's letter to him certainly had a large part in changing his attitude. It sent
Titus back to his task with a new spirit. The only way we have of judging the re-
sults is by the fact that in recent years explorations and excavations have been
made on Crete. They have found the foundations and superstructures of great cathe-
drals and churches, as if the wicked nation turned to God, as if the wicked nation
turned te God, as if they heard the preaching of Titus and changed the course of
their lives. Whose name is on those churches? Titus! UWhose shrines were bulll
there? Titus! Think of it! In the very place from which once he could not soon
enough get away! He must have said to himself after receiving that letter, "If
this is my field I will cultivate it to the very femce cormers. I these rough lives
are the stones out of which Cod expects me to build a mansion, I will polish them
with the greatest care.” We do nd know how he reasoned, but we know that there
sprang up in Crete a new and better civilization.

Life in Crete had not been of Titus' choosing. Apart from its isclation, the
environment was harsh and depressing. The servants of Christ often find them-

selves in undesirable places, andin environments not of their own choosing.
Often they are led along unexpected paths—with a desire te serve in one place,
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they find themselves limited to another; with the urge to serve yonder, they are
compelled to remain where they are. Is it not still true that “"the steps of a good
man are ordered of the Iord"? "left in Crete' may speil the frusitration of our dreams,
but what matters if His purpose is fulfilied? After all, where do we really want

to be? Tt was said of Castilian gentlemen that "they did not choose thelr fasks,
they only chose to do them well,® and that is true of the servants of Christ. It

is not our business to choose our spheres, but to follow where He leads. He may

lead where we do not wanb to go, bubt along that pathway we shall come into our ser—
vice and to our crown.

Titus was called to face a tough and difficult situation, and he shrank frem it,
but the very things that were distasteful to him were the reasons why he was there.
He came to see that the undesirable place in which he found himself was so much raw
materisl out of which something good could be created. A place in which there was
so mch evil was not a reason for despair, but it was an opportunity for exercising
his creative power.

A good many of you students are going te conclude that you have been in (rete ever
since you entered Murray State University. In high schocl you saziled along through
your courses and gradusted at the top of your class, was president of this or that,
and grew accustomed to being "big man”. Now you are in the university, and things
are different. C(ourses are hard. Valedictorians are a dime a dozen, and athletes
have been recruited from far and wide. HMore than once you will wani to write a
letter which goes like this: ‘'Dear Dad, This place is awful. The food is not fit
to eat; the upperclassmen ireat you like a dog; and the professors assign work like
the think theirs is the only course you have. I'll try to stick it out to the end
of this semester, but when I come home for the holidays, I want to talk to you about
going to some other school." Suppose the father talks te his son like Paul did to
Titus and says: '"Son, you are right, University is tough, but thal is the reason
you. are there; it is supposed to mske a man out of you." If that boy can get the
idea and change his attitude, so that he no longer thinks of the university as a
base from which to take weekend pleasure trips, but as an oppertunity to grow up
into useful manhcod, then the entire situabion will be changed. TYou can change any
situation by changing your attitude toward it.

What 1ife hands to us is the raw material out of which something worth while must

be craated. How challenging are the conditions of our world which call for a power
which can transform and renew. When we see this modern Crete in which we live, do
we realize that by Christ’s help it can be transformed? Give God the chance te exer-
cise His power through you.

By learning some thimgs from Paul.
(1) To exercise common sense.

After Titus had walked up and down Crete looking for happiness, Paul led him

to see that happiness was not to be found because it must be created. Titus
had been left in Crete to use it as so much raw material out of which to make
something. After all, life is not what you find; it is what you create. HMany
people wander from place to place and pick what they can, while looking for life
which they never get. What they get is existence. Existence is what you get;
life is what you create.

Biography is a running commentary on that. Who, for example,is this Scotch boy
who landed in Boston a half century and more age? He came over by the cheapest
means of transportation. His old Secoteh father had told him that his abilities
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were below the aversge. He began his life in America as a foundryman, and he
roomed over a liguor saloon in the north end of Boston. Such was his existence
at first. What he made of it, however, was a great 1life. For he was George &.
Gordon, one of the best scholars Harvard ever graduated, who in Old South Church,
Boston, a féw years ago celebrated the fortieth ammiversary of his pastorate-—-
one of the most notable for intellectual quality and spiritual iniluence in the
annals of American churches, =~ and who now has fallen on sleep, full of years
and honor. Hig existence was what he found; his life was what he created.

213 life must be tackled as Titus did Crete. What existence hands us is the
raw material out of which something must be spiritually made. A man who faces
life like that needs a soul undergirded by great faith, overarched by high con~
vietions, and blessed with inmward power.

To practice Christianity.

There is no use pretending to be a disciple of Jesus Christ if we are unwilling
te stay in Crete because it is difficult. Jesus belongs in Crete, not in spite
of the fact that the Cretians are liars, beasts, gluttons, but because they are.
“This man receiveth sinners and eateth with them,” said his enemies.

Suppose Christ had made the same complaint that Titus did. He could have com-
plained to the Father that this world to which He came was a very wicked place,
no man regarded Him with honor, or even treated Him with respect. Bul what
would have been the answer of the Father? "That is the very reason you are
thers.! If it had been a good world, if mem had been full of faith and right-
eousness, there would have been less need for His coming; bub He came to save
the wiecked. The thing that made the greatest appeal te Christ was not the good-
ness of the peopie but their badness. The reason for His coming to the earth
was their sins and not their righteousness.

There is no use pretending to be His disciples if we are dodging Crete. When
one lives in this spirit of Jesus, it is more satisfying than anything. Con-
sider: +the deepest joy in life is creativemess. To find an undeveloped situatioc
to see the possibilities, to brood over it, to pray about if, to think about it,
to work for it, to get something done there that would not have been done ex-
cept for your creative soul-—that is a satisfaction in comparison with which supe
ficial joys are tiivial. The elemental joy is creativeness and when the spirit
of creativeness is turned to spiritual ends and hélps to transform personalities
and societies it is so satisfying that ome would net change from it. Titus got
started in Crete and thereafter could not have been dragged away.

The same line of reascning might be applied to:
a. A Foreign Missicnary.

He could tell how dreadful the country was, the lack of decency on the
part of the people, the filth of their homes, the dreadful living cen-
ditiens, the lack of respect for holy things, and the danger to life.
The Secretary of the Foreign Mission Board would reply, "Yes, you have
not overstated the case, but that is the reason you are there, that you
might change some of those conditions.”
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b. A Superintendent of a Hospital.

He could complain to the board of directors that the only veople who

ever come to his institutien are sick people; that he seldom has an oppor-
tunity to assoecizte with cultured people and joyful crowds because he is
shut wp with the cries of the sick, the injured, the invalids; and that on
acecount of the unpleasant surroundings and conditions, he wishes to give
up the work. The answer of the directors to him wouldprobably be much as
Paul's eanswer to Titus: 'For these very reasons you are there. But for
those conditions you would prebably not be needed at all.’®

Iife's work leads ue most of the time into uncomfortable situations and
into difficult places, but the fact that such conditiens exist makes the
need for help more apparent and more urgent.

Perhaps we have net been sympathetic enough with Titus. Crete was 2 hard place. The pzoplse
were so unlovely that it would have been such a relief to his sense of what was fitting to
tell them what he thought of them and then leave then.

Most of us face this problem in daily 1ife. You know your Crete; I know mine. And we know
that our serious lmward problem is somehow to keep Crete from becoming our spiritual enemy
and to make it cur friend.

That is about the hardest thing that some of us have to do: to take a situation that we
dislike or hate, and say: I am not geing to let you be my spiritual enemy; you shall not
scare me, nor intimidate me, nor embitier me, nor crush me; but, you yel shall be my friend.
Happy is the man who so transforms his Crete.

When we are atiracted by the newness or sirangeness of places; when we fanecy that if we were
Just there we could do grest things; let us remember that we cannot run away from difficulties
May we learn the seriousness of our task, and that we are here to change things by the grace
of God, Who will help us to live soberly, righteously and godly.

OBEDIENCE

T said: 'Iet me walk in the fields.!
He said: 'Ho, walk in the town.'

I said: *There are no flowers there.!
He said: 'Ho flowers, but a crown.'

I said: 'Bubt the skies are black;

There is nothing but nolse and din.f
And He wept as He sent me back—

'"There is more, 'He said, 'there is sin.!

I said: 'But the air is thick,'
And fogs are veiling the sun.'

He answered: 'Yet souls are sick,
And souls in the dark undonel®

I said: 'I shall miss the light

hnd friends will miss me, they say.’
He answered: ‘!'Choose tonight

If T am to miss you or they.'

I pleaded for time to be given.
Be said: ‘'Is it hard to decide?
I+ will not seem so herd in heaven
To have followed the steps of your Guide!'’
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I cast cne look at the fields,
Then set my face to the town:
He said, 'y child, do you yield?
Will you leave the flowers for the crown?!

Then inte His hand went mine;
And into my heari came He;
And T walk in a iight divine,
The path I had feared to see.”

— (eorge MacDonald.



