GOD'S GUIDANCE

"Truogt in the Iprd with 211 thiz

1 2 heart; and lean nol unto thine own understerding., In
1l thy ways acknowledge Him, and He shall direct thy paths.” Proverbs 2:5-6.

God hes not left us to order our own steps. ¥What wondrous grace on His partl He sees us,
the poor helpless sheep that we are, and hes compassion upon us in our need. He knows
this is 2 derk and sinful world, and therefore promises to guide His children. Over znd
over in the book of Froverbs there is the promise of guidance for God's vaople, Y1 have
teught (directed) thee in the way of wisdom; I have led thee in right paths.m 4:11.

"A man's heart deviseth his way: bubt the Iord directeth his stens.” 16:9. The Psalmist
saids "The steps of 2 good msn are ordered by the Iord: and he delighteth in Fis way, "
Pealm 37:23. It is the sieps of a mesk and good man thet ere ordered, IPf Christians sre

carnel and worldly they cemnot experience fGodl's gulding hend in the common sffairs of
1ife. God is ewalting opporbunity te lead us in Fis way.

The person who would be led of the lord must desire the Lord to determine his thoughts,
te Torm his opinions, to shaps his character, to point out his way and o comtrel hig
life., This text opoints the way to this end.

I. & Ples.

"Trust in the lord with 211 thine heart.” But just vhat does it mean te trust in the
Iord? Trust is & very besutiful word which represents o very wonderful experience,
Trust conveys the ides that one is conscious of his fesbleneses and so turns o the

Iord to rest wholly upon a stronger Une for support. We ofben meske trusting e hard
matier, but God mekes it an ewercise of great simplicity. He voints to 2 child snd
tells us to have the same loving confidence in Him which the child rencges in hie
parents. In the heart of the 1ittle one there is no worrying, no fear, no looking
ahead, no reazsoning snd no guestioning. There is perfect resignstion towsrd the father
and mother,

We must keep in mind that the Lord is the objsct of our trust., Mary times in the
hour of difficuliy and need we trust almost evervone slse before we trust Him., On
our coing we print, "In God we trust,” bub it is »rincipslly the dollar ve trust,

It is not herd to talk aboul trusting God vhen everyithing movee along like a song,
but when everything ssems to go "dead wrong" then comes the diffienlty, Every one .
of us ought to merorize the middle verse of the Bibls, because of what it fescheg--
It is better to trust in the Iord them to pubt confidence in men." Pealm 1318:8.

The Christian life staris with trusting snd it 1z Yo be continued in the same manner.

We are told here how to bruei--"with all ithine heart." Helf-hesrtedness finds no
nlace in the purvoses of God for His people, If we cermot Truet Him fully, why trust
Him at 2117 UYe can count on the faithfulness of God in the Tace of every condition,
He has never feiled ug, and He never will. DProjecting Himself into the dailly affairs
£ Hisz people, He seys, "I will mever leave thee nor forsske thee.® Therefore, let

commit 81l owr concerns to Him,

II. L& Prohibition.

"lean not unto thine own understending.® This is a prevalent evil. Men prectice it

in 81l welks of 1ife, It mey be observed in the business world, in sceial scbiviliss

and in religious matters., OCur text prohibite the conbtimpation of this evil oractics,
£ o=

We are admonished to distrust cur own understanding. ~Wothing is more
frail, more deceptive and more wicked than our own undersianding. Becaus
ept to repose our trust in other things, such as Tortuns or chence, the favor of the
world, friends, our own abilities, etc., we are strictly forbidden to do so.

In all thy weys acknowledge Him.™ A vrecent iz & mexim or rule of conduct. In this



v

precept God calls for the supreme affection of cur hearts, the comnlete homage of gur
intellects, and the unswverving loyelty of our lives,

Recognize the Iord, Admi%t that He is the CGiver of every good gnd perfect gift, snd
thet we live snd move and have our being in Him, ¥ithont Him we are ﬁotﬁing and cannot
&

do apything. He is gll end in 211, VWe must trust Him es Ssviovr, follow Him as

Example =nd obey Him ag lovrd.
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"In 811 thy weys acknowledge Him," He wante to be Iord of 811, He dessrves our

p=3
cowplete surrernder. He iz to he ackﬁowleégeé ir 81l the detsils of life-in business
a?fal?s, ¢n.?am1}y 1ife, in seclal life and In religious 1ife, We must acknowledge
Him ag our Seviour., Every Christisn should bear glndiv Hig witness thet he hes found
Jesus Christ precious te his own heart and thaet through Him he know thet he has the

forgiveness of sins,.

h our time, serve the Iord with our talents, homor the
¢ the Lord with cur livs. The lord can uwe in & mighty

We should trust the Iord wif
& V'sufreﬁdereé wnto Hm for Tis zervice

t B
lord with cur gift
way the 1ife that

Our blessed lord ig vworthy of bveing acknovledged ss the Iord of 1ife, We showld gladly
aceleim Him as coming Kﬁﬁa gnd point to His wezvrw as the solution to e?? the 1113 of
the world,

If we wehit to ensoy t e guidence of God for the days thet lle shesd, then it is most
essential that we meet the simmle condition imposed utmon us in the matﬁe? of scknovledge-
ment, ALl of us whoe ere saved can sgy a geod word for the Lord Jesus if we want to.

Ths Holy Spirit has promised to gzive us the grace needed for the task,

A Promise.

"and He ghall direct thy pethe.® In the Bible there are conditional and uvpconditional
promiges, This promise is conditionsl, He will direct our neths on the conditicon
that we scknoviedge Him., Dwr attitude toward the condition specified here will mark
the differsnce between & rebellion ageinst God's will and yileldedness to Hig will;
joyoune Christisn ewxperience and unbappiness in our Christisr lives; victory and ﬁepeat;
uhe guided 1ife and the wendering 1ife; the life of fellouship v:th Christ or cne
Fithout His fellowship; thc fruitful 1ife and the barren 1ife; the hovefl 1ife and
u?@ hopeless 1ifs: valklng in the light and welking in the shaﬁew; and the peaceful

1ife and the 1life of fretfulness,
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"He shall direet thy paths.,” If we will trust the Lord an& vield our lives tc Him,
He vill lead and gulde in ouwr lives, When a dscision is to be made, He will direct.
When & teck is to be done He will help. UWnen the way is dark, He u:ll provide the
necegsary 1ife. W¥When the burden is hesvy, He will besr it, When scrrow comes, He
will comfort,

Just how God will guide us T zm unable to say. That is Hig business. The thing that
interests me 1s the fzct and not the method. TFaith is nol comcerned with methods,

but with His promises. God spesks to ue throuvgh His Word and directs us by His Holy
Bpirit. God will neither decelve nor dzﬂaﬁna¢ﬁt Hig veople if they will trust in Him,
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not untoe thelr own anaerstanalnﬁs and in 211 their weys aclmowledge Him., God forkid
h ve ghould go through eny part of this new vear without the sweet conscilousneses

,Ma% we are ﬁ@lng in the path of His sppointment, There is no satisfaction like living
in secordence with Hig will,
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