& MIND TO WORE

"So built we the walls and 21l the wall was joined tovether unto the half thereof: for
the people had a-miné £o work.® lehemish 416.

Hehemiah was cne of the grestest patriots the world has ever known. He was born in exile
and reared in a foreign land. Tn hie youth he wae sopointed by Artaxerxes, king of
Fbrﬁla, to the responsible mesition of cupbearer., & L favorite at the foreign court
in the capital at Shushan or susa, and with evervihing ir the way of wealth ard pogition
that heart could desire, Nehemish's chief thoughte were for hig people in their misforitune
and humiiiation.

Some of Nehemiah's Jewish brethren vho had escaped cortivity, including Henani, his brother
in the flesh, went to visit him, Fe inguired of them concerning his people and their
beloved city Jerusalem. With saddened volces the oy revorted that the Jews in Jerusalem
were badly afflicted and the city was in = denlorable condition., They told hiw that
Jerusaliem was wasted, its walls bwecken down, its petes burned and that the enemy was making
1ife miserable for the people. Upon bear1ng this revort, lNehemiah “Sat down and wept, and
mourned certain days, snd fasted, snd praved he fore the a@ﬁ of hesgven,”

Normally Nehemiah was kapuf and bucyant. As cupbosrer to the kimg it was necessary that
he reflect a,brlﬂht anﬂ Pawpv cxtioa% He was o real asseb to the king becamse of his
contagious smile, cReLs ¢ before the king with a sad countenance, it was so
unusual that the latter weﬁﬁereﬁ ] f“rﬁa&e Rehemiah look po unhappy. He inguired why he
was sad and reguested_bhat ke revesl the cause of his trovble.

In contrast to Hehemiah, there sre many people ito wiom the wearing of & smile would occasion

ets wounld indeed be sirange. But the

inguiry. Anything aboat them suggestive of happin
sad count tenance, the gleoomy spirit snd the pessimist

We outlook are incompatible with trme

:falub in God. The notlen that glioonm is indicative of piety is never chitained from the
Bikle, Our age needs few thlngﬂ Iacre desperately than sunmy, joyous and %oﬁeFHW Christisns.

In renly to the 1nqu1ry of the king 2s Yo the cause of his sadness, Fehemiah told him that
Jerusalem was in ruias and his npsonle were sufferinz greatly. He reguested permission %o
return %o his beloved city in cvder that ke might rebuild its walls, restore its gstes and
lead in the work of réconstruction. The king grented his request, gave kim a letter to
Asaph, the keeper of the king's Forest, ordering him to supply the necessary timber. He
also appointed him govermor of the provinee of which Jerusalem was the capital. Aramed
with these eredentials and powers, and stirred with a spirit of veirictism and devotion,

Nehemiah went to Jerusalem with = ﬁe%e rmination te help his brethren,

Hehemish was willing to undertake even where others had failed. There had been numerous
efforts to rehsbilitate the Holy City, but all hsd failed., To suceeed was not an easy
matter, There were many dangers teo encounter and numevons difficulties to overcome. There
were many enemies to vex and troubie. But Behemizh would met be discouraged just because
others had fziled. e would bravely set forth arzin. He possessed the spirit of tackling
the worthwhlle job and seeing it uirouoh to a successful finish.

Hehemiszh had the vision to see a glamoroms city arising above an ash-hesn., After he and
his followers arrived im Jerusalem, he meditated for three cays before he decided upon a
course of action. Man of God that he was, he souvﬁt the counsel of the Yost High im vprayer.
Through preyer his problems wers ?vwd and the way to guccess was ovened to him. One night

he and a few friends went forih secretly to make a ﬁﬂrQOﬁﬁl investigation of the whele situabtior

and to discover the resl condiition o* things, His next step was te call a meeting of the
Jewlsh leecers and inform them about God's leading him to Jerumealem. Then he nictured te
thenm the desclate comdiftion of the once splendid amd powsrful city, which brought upon it
the reproach of all beholders. So ardent was his elocuence and so cogent his argument that
the assembly shoubed as one man, "Iet ws rise up and build.® This is a2 fine example of

what one person of vision, faith, courage and

enthusisen inspd thers and
1ift them out of the Slough of Desoond., siasm can do yo 11Spire many other



.

It muet have been with proud satisfection that Nehemiah wrote, "So built we the wall.”

This brief statement is the record of a grandly successful achievement despite disgcouraging
odds and seemingly insurmounisble difficulties. But this great task of rebuilding the
wall was accomplished within the brief perisd of fifty-two days. They completed the task
notuithetanding:

1. Sneers.
The enemy sneered al:

(1) Their character.
That do these feeble Jews?¥ zaid Ssmballat.

(2) Their motives.
M{ill they fortify themselves? Will they sserifice?®

(3) Their enthusiasm.
M{ill they make an end in a day?®

{4) Their =zttempied task.
“ﬁil} thay revive the stones out of the heaps of the rubbish which are burned?™

{5} Their cempleted work. '
"Even that which they build, if a fox go up, he shall even break down their
stone wall,® said Tobizh.

Such ridieule was hard to besy and go om with the work, but Eechemish and the workers
turned to the Iord in prayer and labored on. They built the wall in spite of

the sneers of Samballat and Tobish who picked flsws in the work as it went on.
Nehemish was immwme to sarcasm and eriticism. He fteld his fellowers that rebuilding
the wall was the work of God and that He would bless in it, so they went on building
and ignored what their enemies said.

811 of the Senmbellats and Tobishs are not dead yet. When a new or difficult work
for Christ is attempteé, there are several modern Sanballats and Toblahs who
will stand sbout and say, "You can't do anything; you are mol sirong encugh: you
are not experienced enough; you haven't money emough; the idea of yonr attempting
such a thingl®

The best way to answer criticism is to be oblivieus to it. That is the way to
have it sputter oubt. President Calvin foolidge was up in the Adirondacks one
summer when Governor A1 Smith of New York psid him a visit, The President and
the Governor, in erder to have a guiet and undisturbed ftalk, teok a ride in = rovboat
with a guide plying the oars. The conversation turned to The reputaticn President
Goolidge had for saying very little, Governor Smith asked him how it worked.

"Pirst rate,! said Coolidge., "It really isn't necessary to sey anything. I have
discovered that the average man can tell all he knows in ten minubtes, so why
interrupt him??

One of the greatest of Americans could keep his temper when a group of citizens
came o him with the tale that his Secrebary ef Wer had said, "Iincoln is a fool.®
That great man simply smiled and said, #Well, Stanton may be right. He often is.™

Nehemish, too, could go om doing his work, regardiess of sneers and reproaches,
taunts and invectives, hissing and vituperations, Part of that criticism was levelled
at Nehemiah from within his own ranks, too, but etill he ignored it.

2. Active opposition.
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After their enemies had nocked and ridiculed them, they entered into a conspiracy
to ceuse confusion and interfere with the work on the wall, In spite of their
active and bitter opposiition, NHehemish arnd his crew kept ripht on building. Four
times they reguested a conmference with Nehemiah who persisted in brushing them aside

with the famous reply, "I zm doing a grest work, so that I cannot come down.”
He ignored the diggruntled elements and the work vrogressed in a wonderful way.

3. Despairing friends,

' Scme of Nehemish's men grew dlscouraged. Judeh =maid, "The strensth of the bearers
of burdens is decayed, srd there is mueh rubbish; so that we are not sble teo build
the wall." In other wcrés, Mhat's the use, letls guit.” What an inspiration
such people are! "IL can't be done™ has klllea many & vroject that could have been
completed, Just a little while before the baiitle of Yorkitown, Genersl Washington
was in the darkest period of the long and herd struggle. Friends on every side
were despalringly saying, "ou can't do ity you might just as well give up.® Butb
the great Washington would not let himself despair. Whoever else mlght he would
not., Fe would keep at it; and indevendence was achieved at Yorktowm.

The secret of thelr suecess in rebuildirg the wall is woerth our learning. It is the secrel
of all true success in Christisn service: The esgential factors are:

I,

II.

An Unshaksble Faith In God.

They built the wall by a courapgeous trust in God. HNehemiah zaid, "Be not afraid of
them; remember the Iord." With an unshakable fazith in God, they employed the means
at hand and invoked the divime blessing all the way along. Even though the enemy was
active, the work went forward, as is always the case where God is inm it.

Nehemish was willing for God to have &1l the glory. 2An 0ld Jesuit motto reminds ms:

"A great deal of good can be done in the world if one is not too careful who gete

the eredit.” Honest labor and dependence on God never fail. HNehemiah was content just
to be a tool in the hands of Ged. He knew thal Cod was wore than equal to every
oceasion. :

An Ingpiring Leadership.

Nehemiah had penetrating shrewdness, simplicity of purvpese, persistent prayerfulness
and eﬁergetic sctivity. He was devoted to the welfsre of the people in Jerusalem.
The power of Nehemish's patrietic purpose enkindied the hearts of the people with a
flame that never expired till the work was done, '

Nehemiah wae a great leader. He was sent by God; he understocd men; he was able %o

win their confidence; and he was able to win their loyalty. %hen he put all classes

te work he divided the labor, having some to waich vhile others worked. To each worker

he assigned a task for which he was fitled. Te was honest and ecomomical In administrative
affairs. He insvired the workers with courage and enthusisem. HNehemiah accomplished

his great task because he put first things first and allowed nething to draw him aside
from the thing that God had commitied to his hands,

A Corps Of Willing Horkers,

Hehemiah knew how to do the work and he had been given the authority to do it by

the king, but he could have dome nothing if the people had not had *a wind to work,”
He could not have done anything if he had not had a corps of willing werkers. They
poshed or in the face of unpleasant circumsiances becanse they had heern filled with
an inspiration to work. It scemed that each worker was willing to do what he comld
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"I would not work my soul to save,
For that the Iprd bath doney

But I would work like any slave,
For the sske of CGod's dear Son.%

in Enthusiasm For The Task,

The enthusiassm of the people Tor the task explaing the rapidity with which the work
was completed, In 211 walks of 1ife, especially in the material realm, workers are
prompted to effort by the urge of necessity. An important essential, frem the human
standpoint, of successful service for the kinpdom, is a holy enthmeiasm for the task.
These workers were so enthusisstic because they were each thinking of their homes and
loved ones. They were all working for their persomal safety, religious liberty, and
national henor, '

A& Spirit Of Cooperation.

They worked together, Notice that "we.," "So we built the wall.®. Nehemiah could not
have accomplished this remarkable achievement without the cooperation of the people.

'‘Real and vital cooperation in church work will be successful, They built the wall by

willingness on the part of esch to do whatever and all he couid. Sometimes they bore
burdens; sometimes they grasped swords ané spesrs: sometimes they stood sentinel, There
was no selfish picking and choosing., There was no man declaring, "1 will deo this, but
I won''t do that." Yach one vas rsady to do anything: the thing which seemed just then
the best thing te be done. Hach did his share of the work. It is no wonder that the

wall went up steadily. That spirit of coopsraticn in the work of owr church will assure

guccess in the service of our lord..



