WA MIND TO WORKH

"Ze built we the wall; and all the wall was Jjolned together unto the half thersofy
for the people had & mind %o work." Nehemiah l:6.
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In reply to the inguiry of the king as to the cause of his sadness, Hehemiah told him
that Jerusalem was in ruins and his people were suffering. He reguested permission fo
return to his beloved city in order that he might rebuild its walls, restore its gates,
and lead in the work of reconstruction. The king granted his request, gave hinm a letier
> the keeper of the king's forest, ordering him to supply timber for the wall,
=5, and the temple. He also appointed ! ner of the province of which
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sherieh was willing teo undertake even where others had failed, There had been numerous
fforts to rehabllitate the Holy City, but all had failsd. Fowever, Nehesmiah would not
be discouraged just because others had failed. He possessed the spirit-of tackling the
worwiwiile job znd seeing it through to a successinl finish.

Nehemiah had the vision to see a glorious city arising asbove an ash-heap. When he and
his followers arrived in Jerusalem, he meditated for three davs before he decided wpon
a course of actlon. dan of God that he was, he sought the counsel of the Most High in
preyer. Prayer solved his problems and opened the way to suecess. One night he arose,
ang with a few frlends he went forth secretly to make a personal investigation of the
whole situation and discover the real condition of evervthing. His next step was to
cali & meeting of the Jewish leaders and jinform then zbout (tod's leading him to Jeru-
salem.  Then he pictured to them the desolate condition of the once poweriul and o
city, a condition which brought upon it the reprozch of 21l beholders. So ardenu £,
his eloguence and so cogent his argument that the assembly shouted as one man, "Iet us
rise up and build.® This is a fine example of what one person of enthusias SMm, COUrage,
and falth can do to imspire many others and 1ift them cut of the Slough of Despond.
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I+ An Unshekable Faith in God.

They built the wall by a courageous trust in God. Hehemiah said, ¥Be not afraid
of them; remember the lLord.® The taunts and Jeers of ithe enemy only served to
mske them trust the more implicitly in CGod. With an uwnshakable faith in Him, they
employed the means at hand and invoked the Divine blessing all the way along.
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& Corps Of Willing Workers.

Esheriah knew hew to do the work and he had been given the suthority te do it by
the king, but he could have done nothing il the people had not had ¥a mind to work.®
He eould not have dome anvibing 17 he hacd wnot had a corps of willing workers. To
pushed on in the Tace of unpleasant clroumstances becaunse they had been L¢4€d with
an inspiration to work. Tt zeemed thatl each worker was m1111ng te do what he could
to heipe How we need thatl spirit today in all ouwr o S Happy ls tuw rastor
who Das & vision of & resl task and who has & geo »le with a2 Pomind to work.®

#7 would not work my soul to save,

. For that the lord hath done;

But I would work like amy slave,
For the sale of Cod's desr Son.t

An Bnthusiasm For The Task.

The enthusiasn of the pecple for the task explaing the rapidity with which the

work was completed. In all walks of life, especiclly in the materdisl realm, workers
are proopted to effort by the urge of necessity. An lmportant sssential, from the
humen standpoint, of successful service fopr the kingdom, is 2 holy enthusiasm for
the task. These workers were so enthus 1dutl” because they wers each thinking of
thelir nomes and loved ones. They were all working for thelr personal safety, re-
Liberty, and national honor.
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A Spirit Of Cooperaiion.
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