GOD'S MINISTER

"The law of truth was in his mouth, and iniquity was not found in his lips: he walked
with me in peace and equity, and did turm meny away from iniquity.” Malachi 2:6.

When Dr. lansing Burrows was pastor in Rashville, he received a telephons call to come
to a certain address immediately as a lost woman was dying end wanted him %o read the
Bible to her and to pray for her., Going as quickly as pessible, bhe was ushered into a
derk and dismal room where lay a scarlet woman, dying in thet red-light district of the
city. As he approached the pale form of the dying women, she asked in subdued voice:
"Are you God's men?" Dr. Burrows replied, "I am.” She said, "Then tell me if there is
hope for such a simmer as I am before your God?" Then the preacher, with an open Bible
unfolded the story of redeeming grace through the finished work of Christ on the cross.

After leaving the sceme, the preacher could nct get away frem the woman's question.

Over and over in his mind he turned her werda, "Are you God's man® After much heart-
searching and self-examinstion, he reasoned thus: "If I sn God's man, then I am expected
to represent Him rightly. Both God and man expect that. Is my preaching God-like? Ia
my living 1ike His? Are my messages acecording to His Book? Have T given Him the right-
of -wway in my 1ife?" Brother prsacher, take time to think whose men you are, and then
-congider how you are serving Him,

I went you to remember thet CGod's Mom is divinely ealled, divinely commissioned, and
divinely sustained, If you sre called of God to the work of the ministry, your authority
is from heaven, apd you have back of you the Father, the Som, and the Holy Spirit, who
will provide for you and sustain you.

Preaching the Gospel of Christ is the greatest task that has ever emgaged the mind and
the energies of mortal man., This task is great because of Him who said go and preach.
It is great because of the value of that with which it deals. Who ean calculate the
value of an immortal soul? It is great because it desls with that which msn cannot give
and money cannot purchase, I is great to be an ambagsador, to cross the ocean amnd have
the prominent people te pay yeu homage. But it is far greater to be an smbagsador of
Christ and have people to ask you, "What must I do to be saved?" It is great to see
men and women turn from death unto 1ife, from darkness unte light, end froem punishment
unto bliss. It is great to have the Iordfs seal of approval stamped on your work,

Concerning God's minister, who is mentioned in our texit, certain things are obvious.

1. He taught the truths of the law.
"The lavw of truth was in his meuth.” He studied God's law, He made it his busineas
%o know all that Ged had commanded, and was faithful in his proclamation of the sane,

2, He lived an exemplary life.
"He walked with me in peace and equity." The Bible order is first truth and belief,

and then follows right living and exemplary walk. You can'it live right unlees you
believe right. What you believe will determine your manper of living. A men will
not live right unless he believes right. Allow no one to live & cleaner and more
wholesome 1ife than you. Be God's man in believing and in living, The grestest
argument for Christianity is & gedly man. '

3. He was a soul-winner, _
e turned meny away from iniguity.' Whatever the achievements of your life may be,
if youw fail here, you have falled in the essential for which you have been called.
You have been saved snd placed in the ministry in order thet you mey win souls to
Christ. M=y He give us a real yearning for the salvaticn of the lost,

In the light of the things which I have just said, I want to meke some persomal and
practical suggestions in the form of some don'ts and do's ag to your vwerk in the ministry.



I,

II.

Bontts:

1. Don't be pessimistie,

2. Don't be lazy.

3. Don't run from difficuities.

4+ Don't scorn advice,

5. Don't mipnimize gin,

6. Don't preach about yourself and your family,

7. Don't ride a hobby. -

8. Don't fail to study,

9. Don't forget the main thing--Christ,
10. Don't let the evangeligtic fires die.

Dots:

1. Be a Christisn gentleman.

2, live in the atmosphere of prayer.

3. DBe adequately prepared for your task.

4. Be a shiping 1ight rather than a bag of gas.

5., Be fearless, but affecticnate, in preaching the truth,

6. Come to your pulpit with a messsge carefully, prayerfully and diligemtly prepared.
It is 2 shameful thing for any minister te be obliged to say that he must move
because he is "preached out." Any minister who digs deeply and diligently inte
the inexhaustible mine of Biblieal truth will rever have to say that,

7. Pronounce the benediction when you have nothing more to say.

8. DBe sthical in 811 your reletions to churches and fellow ministers.

People admire any man who i3 ethical. They want him to praetice what he preaches,
This applies to the moving of chwrech letters. Tom will lose the respect of
others if you are unethieal,

9. Bemember that you are an ambassador of Christ,

1C0. ZEupound the Word of God,
"Preach the Word." I Timothy 4:2. The Apostles seid; "But we will give ourselves
continually to prayer, and to the ministry of the Word." Acts 614.
In "Divine Art of Preaching," Arthur T. Pierson tells of a young preacher vheo
received the following letter from & member of his audience: T"Reverend Brother:
I listened very attentively to your clever essay or history this morning, and
hoped to find some fealturesz ef a Gospel sermon. Was it my fault that I did neot
find or deteet amything in it: first, to convict men ef sin: secend, te conduet
the penitent to Christ: third, te guicken the backslider: fourth, to comfert
the efflieted: fifth, to guide the perplexed: sixth, to encourage the despond-
ing: seventh, to caution the unwary: eighth, to remove doubt: ninth; to
stimuiate zeal: tenth, te fortify patience: eleventh te aromse aspirations:
twelfth, to kindle devotien: thirteenth, to expose the wiles of the devil: four-
teenth, to broaden charity:s fifteenth, to develop faith: sixteenth, te instruect
in any of the duties of the Christian Iife: or finelly, to impart informetion
needed for practical utilization in the Christian life. You may reply, 'I did
not design to do any of these things.! But, my brother, as a Christien minister
and not a literary essayist, can you afferd to misuse any such occasion by not
designing to do some of these things? You are a minister of the Word, which
ig te make the man of God perfeect, thoroughly furnished unto all goed works,
Pardon these kindly suggestions from one, who tired of business, gces to chmrch
to be helped.” It is His Word which He has promised to bless.

11. Preach the Gospel. o
Paul exnorted Timothy to do the work of an evangelist, Preach the atoning death
of Christ, the eross in its power to save, and in its imperious calls to duty
and self-denial,

12, Magnify Christ,

He is the essence of the Goépel message, and the only Hope of lost men., The chief
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aim of the divinely commissioned and Spirit-filled preacher is to send his hearers
away saying, "What a wonderful Saviour! What amazing graeel" You will have failed
1f they go away saying, "Isn't he a clever preacher?" Preach Christ, Iet Him

be the central theme of your message. Preach Him in all the gleries of His incom-
parable Person; preach Him in the manifold excelleneies of His redemptive works
whatever be the occasion, whatever the audience, preach Christ. Preach Christ
and your message will be glorifying to God and profitable to men., To problem
arises for which He is not the adeguate solution,.

Depend on the Holy Spirit.

He is the One %o bélp us in our understanding of the Bible, in our prayer ministry,
in our Christian witness bearing, and in cur evangelizatien of the lest. We must
not grieve the Holy Spirit by ignorimg Eim,

Comfort the sad.

Today there are meny bewildered minds and serrowful hearts, They need the enlipghten-
ment of Divine truth and the consolations of Divine grace. In prectically every
pew you will find a burdened soul or a broken heart. Preach mere comforting ser-
mons. Thete is an attentive audience for such a message. Pomfort ye, comfort
ve, My People.®

Warn the careless. -

There is a judgment of God as well as the love of God., Wet to warn people of
their danger is being untrue to them, unfaithful to Christ, and is helping Satan
in his work., See people as simmers needing te be saved from hell.

Teach Beptist prineiples,

Everything may not be right with Baptist people, but there is nothing wrong with
Baptist principles.

Be an exsmple, .

Paul's message to Timothy was: "Be thou an example of the believers, in word,

in mammer of 1ife, im love, in spirit, in faith, in purity." Dr. Joseph Parker
said of Dr. F. B. Meyer: 'He brings a bepedietion with him, a better sir than
earth's poor murky climate, and he never leaves me without the impression that

I have been faece to face with a man of Ged."



