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Here John the Baptist reached his meximum height, his full stature and his greatest
nobility. How high he was above all littleness of soul! He pointed out to his Jealous
disciples that the relation between himsels and his Lord was not one of opposition or
comparison. John reminded his disciples that 211 along he had consistently represented
his mission as one of preparation. He said, "Ye yourselves bear me witness s that T aaid,
I am not the Christ, but that I am sent before him" (John 3:28). He humbly acknowledged
his subordinate role. He was not the Bridegroom, but the friend of the Bridegroom. In
effect he said to his loyal admirers, "I have had my little day and my light ismling
before the splendid orb of my divine superior. Think not of me, but think of Him., I
am but 2 herald to amnounce the presence of the Christ.® He was perfectly satisfied
with his commission and having accomplished it, his joy was fulfilled. He mastered his
own soul and said, "He must increase, but I must decrease.” :

Here is something startling unique and revolutionary! 4 mon wes willing to lose his own
identity in order to establish the identity of Christ. e wanted to be known onky as &
"volce" announcing the presernce of Jesus Christ. His supreme desire was that tie Saviour
would fill the thoughtz, visions, desires, and affections of the people, and that he him-
self should drop out of the public view and take his place among the people as & worshiper
of the one all-suffieient snd adequate Christ. ' '

A certain farmer lived halfway between two rural churches. These churches had student
pastors who preached on two Sundays in each month. The farmer attended services at

both churches, alternsting between them. After hearing one of these student pastors
breach, he would go away with these thoughts: “He is s brilliant young man and will

make his mark in the world. The world is going to hear from that young man.” Om the
next Lord's Day he would hear the other student pastor and would go away with such im-
pressions as these: “That young man has a wonderful lord! How he does exalt his Saviour!
The world is going to hear of his Saviour and lLord.™ s

John the Baptist did not show any self-esieem opr self-concersn.  His concern was the
reputation and reception of the Christ. He did not feel any neglect in the turning of
the people from himsell to the Christ. He rejoiced to be forgotten when he learned that
- the thoughts of men were absorbed in the Christ. He would not suffer any shadow of

. himsell to dim the vision of the divine majesty of the Christ in the eyes of the dise
ciples. He would gladly decrease in order that Christ might ineresse. The lessening
of John the Baptist was the enlargement of the (hrist., Johu's grealtness was in the
gled giving of his entire self ss a contribution to snother's greatness. A man's
ability to die unto himself always measures his likeness to God. We become like God
to the measure that we pour &1l there is of us into others. : _

John the Baptisi is to be commended and emilsted in his cheerful acouiesence in the
allotment of God's providence.  He recognized the folly and the sin of attempting to
defeat the purpose of God by usurping the place of another. He readily consented to
see his own prestige dwindle, while his predestined Superior entered upon his labors
end absorbed his influshece. The dignity and power which John received gratuitously
must be relinquished to Christ, and he did just that without any jealousy or a single
camplaint. Both he and Christ were invested with the divine power, according to the

- #ood pleasure of God the Father. Their relative positions had been divinely appointed.
- He approved and sanctioned the ways of God as right. He firmly believed that God would

do right about everything.
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How did John the Haptist manspe to efface himself in such a wonderful fashion®? John
the Zaptist was able to do it so0 effectively because his life was deeply rooted in God.
If your life is not rooted in God, it will be difficult for Yyou to see another get the
prize on which you had set your heart. If your life is not rooted in God, it will be
hard for you to live in a world that sometimes deals out such crushing disappointments
of your dreams. : : _ : : o "

John the Zaptist was able to efface himself in such a wonderful fasihior bessuse he saw
something in Jesus Christ which did not possess. John's presching had been all stern-
ness and ruggedness and thunder and lighting snd demunciation and the fear of hell. But,
when Christ preached, men were consclous of & tender and wooing rnote whieh they had - -
never heard before. John the Baptlst knew that he was & simner, gs were the foll to
whom he preached. He stood with all the rest of the simmer's side of the line, but the
Lord Jesus was definitely on the other side of the line, for He never hed any sin in
Him. : S ‘ : :

John the Baptist effaced himself so effectively becauss he-saw thati 1t dld not matbter’

who did the work, as lomg as the work wss done. His wholes attitude was this = Waat E
‘difference does it mgke asbout John the Baptist, if God gets the glory? What counts

the messenger, if only the message goes right home? lLet John's name be cbliterated if . =
necessary, if only men get saved, and God gets enthroned in their lives." That was his
attitude. How slow we are to realize that it does not matier who does Lhe werk, as @
long as the werk gets done! Frequently our attitude is, "I does msitter who does the work -
=-it is going to be doiws by me, in the way I want it done.® Those with such an sttitude
need & thorough self-eilacement such as was exemplified by Joba. C -

How hard it is to suppress self! Self loves the limelight. Its life is found in success,
in flattery, and in the glory of men. Vhen that is missing, the soul &s full of wisery.
Self is not willing to decreése; it is always demsnding recogmition: it seeks and delights
in the first place. The great Tailure of the Pharisses was Lhat they wers urwilling to
decrease, and there you have the chie? reason why they hated our lord. They wanted -
to have the chief places, to be the centers of attraction, to be recognized for their
plety and thelr social positien. - " R . L

Self dies hard even in the chioicest believer ia Christ. The love of self may be coue -
pared to an onion. When stripped of one skin, it is to be found sheathed in another,
and &s often as you strip it, you will find new layers underneath. fu 4% is with seife.
thiuk your soul can be strippsd of it in a day, you have still to lew the very elements
of spiritual experisnce. The Chrisilan life is a daily dying wite & 1f and sid, and .
8 deily living unto God aud vightecusness. - : - SRR

Only as we are ready to culiivate the spirit of humility and sre willing

Place can we experience true joy, freeden and fruitfulness im our lord's service. Teo
be nothing, to decresse more nd more that Christ mey be glorified, iz (he sserel of :
heaven's best blessings. 5eif, with all its pride, its desive for pressinence, is our
- grestest hindrancs to fruitiulnesy. snd makes the soul restless sod urbiappy. The © "

happlesl and vost fruitiul Clwdstians are those who are ready o be nothing
Christ ean be glorilied, The love of Christ expells the love &f self, The
Frogress 1u the Christian 1ife¢ is'how far seif hes been displaced by Chydet,
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