Simon Peter had sinned grievously in denying his Lord, but he had shed Hiter tesrs
over his sin and had made frank and fuil confession of it, whersupon he had received
forgiveness and had been taken back intc sweet fellowship with Christ. How wonderful
that the blessed lord had dealt so ternderly and mereifully with the erring discivle and
had restored him! Exsctly what transpired during that private interview is not known,
becavse the sins of God's children are matbers which are settled befween them and their
Lord.

Christ had loved all of the discinles, but to Peler He had granted svecial manifestaiions -

of love. Houw He had borne with his weywardness! How often He had reached ont to restrain

and uphold the impulsive ons! How patiently Fe had 1nsﬁructec him! How earnestly He had
T

admonished and warned him! FHow ge Mtly He hed led him!  How tenderly Fe had prayed for
hinm! How freely He had forgiven himl

Peter and the other discinles had left Jerusalem, a city that spoke too voignantly of
their cowardice and denial, and returned to their home towns in s spirit of disapooint-
ment and frustration. Whai could they do execept return to the old creft? Peter said,
"I go a-fishing.” 'We will do the same," echoed the rest.

So, seven of the discivies went down to the Sea of Galilee to resume their old trade as
fishermsn, OF these seven, five are named--Peter, Thomas, Nathanael, James apnd Johmn,
431 night long they had been dragging their nets, and when the morning came they had
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"taken nothing.” So, the seven tired men made for the shore in a mood o¢f despondency.

As the darkness faded away before the dawm, the mists that had covered the sea Devan 1o
1ift., Far to the east the gray mountains of Cadara began to show themselves, To the
west were the red roofs of the houses of Tiberiss. The 1little waves of the sea were

- washing softly on the stones and pebbles of the besch. In the distance other hosats
appeared in the gray light of the morning with the other fishermen who had been niving
their trade. '

In the uncertain light of the early worning, they discerned the Llcvre of a solitary

nen standing on the shere. They were hailed by His voice from the ‘distance, saying,
"Children, have ye any'me"*”‘ I can wisuszlize Poter, hating to admit aeLeau, putting

his hand to hie mouth and shouting over the sea an.emphatlc and loud "Ro." Then the

Ome on the shore called baek to them, "Cast the net on the right side of the ship,®
agsuring them that they would have betﬁer Iuck. The Stranger had seen what thelr tired
eves could not see, and on thelr cobedience they found themselves embarra sged with a record
haul of 153 fish. Something in the voice of the Stranger and the amazing intake of fish
stirred old memories in the mind of John, the beloved discinle. ILocking intently toward
the shore where the Stranger was standing with the glow of a nlnd?ed fire beside Him,

Jorn was convinced thet He was none other thsn Christ. John said, "Peter, it is the Lord.
Peter ingnired, Mire you sure?’, ai the same time looking intently towerd the shore.

When John snswered in the affirmative, Peter leaped overboard with & splash, and swam

and waded to the shore, without any misgivings about his reception. Mearnwhile, ths
others in the ship lifted the anchor and rowed to the shore, nct far behind Peter.
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Nezr where Christ Jesus stood was & fire, and on the coals were several fish. What is
more cheerful on a cool morning, after a night of toil, then a glowing fire? Christ
invited the weary and hungry discivles to a delightful breskfast that He had provided
and prepered for them, If anything ever sounded good to Ebem, it was a hot breskiast
of broiled fisk on that ccol morming. Accepting His invitetlon to dine, the diseinles
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gathered about the fire and sat down. Don't you imscine that Peter thought of the
last time he had sat by a fire warning himself when his Lord came nesr? That wss +the
night when he swore that he had never known Christ., When Christ., When Christ hsed
given thenks, He took the fish and the bread and served the discinles,

After breakfast was finished, Chriet again turned His attention to Peter, who frecuently
held the center of the stage, and began to desl with him. WHe had been restored to
fellowship, but he was in need of restoration to service slso,

It is well for us to remember that on a previous occasion Peter had boasted that, regardless
of what all others did, he would never forsake the Ilord. He thus took the position thst
his love for Christ was greater than that of the other discinles. In the meantime he had
disproved his grest claim of love and loyalty. Therefore, Christ put the most pointed
~guestion of all to him, saying, "SBimon, son of Jeonas, lovest thou Me more than these?”

That plain, personal gquestion wmust have siruck Peter with peculiar force.

This solemn and sesrching guestion was asked for Peter's -Self-exsmination, snd not for
Christ's information. XNote that it wes a question about Peter's love, and that it was
not related to his doings. But, why did the Lord esll Simon Peter by his old name?

It was because he needed to be reminded of whalt he was by nature and of what soversign
grace had wrought within him. By nsture Peler was proud, and st times he evidenced a
disposition toward a haughty spirit. Such an attitude always wnfits anybody for
worthwhile service. At any rate, if there is anything which is destined to break the
neck of our pride and hurl us into the dust of humility, it is just to be reminded that
at best we are only sinners saved by grace.

Our Lord called Pelter by his old name to break the neck of his vride and to arouse
gratitude in his heart, His 0ld nare reminded him of his former life, his old loves,
and his previous allegiance. His new name reminded him of a new exverience, & new

fellowship, and new nrivileges. Common gratitude demanded that he give to his Saviour
the unfeigned love and loyalty of his hesri.

It is in the very nsture of love to demand love. Iove wants to Imow whebher or not it is
being toved. At its very heart there is the hunger for reciprocztion. This is not &
taint of selfishness, but a vroof of genuineness. Scarcely anything is go hard to besr

a3 wrecivrocated love. Therelors, cur lord wanted to knew whether or not Peter's heart
wes really attached to Him, wes beating warm for Him, was yearning for Him, and wks longing
for & closer fellowshin with Eim. De wanted the warm, fervent and glowing feelings of
Peter's heart for Himself.

¥Simon, son of Jonss, lovest thou HMe more than these?" How personal that question was!
This personal vhase of the quesiion congtituted both the richness and the challenge of it.
It has been suggested that this qguestion meant, "Do you love Me more than these other
diseinles love Me?™, or "Do vou love e more Than you love these discinles ~~ your
companions in pleasure and vour partners in business?%, or "Do you love Me more than you
love these bosts and fishing tackle?" Christ Jesus wes cerisinly deitermined to mske -
‘Bimon Peter see that it is the first business of every Christian to love his Iord more
than he loves anybody or enybhing in a1l the world. He rightftily demands the firsi place
in the affections of EHis people. And one will never amcunt Lo much as & gpiritual Torece
until be pubte Christ firet in his life,
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Chriet wasz asking of Simon Peter a high measure of devotion, which He had a perfect right
to expect. In fact, love carries everything with it. Christ seeks the surrender of the
affections first, Ikmowing that all else will follow. This question, "Lovest thou ¥e®",
is one whieh ought to search all of our hesrls.
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ifter his terrible denials, and the attendant oaths, Peter could not very well sisnd
there in the presence of the other disciples, who knew sbout hig great sins, and clainm
that he really loved the Lord. Peter replied to the Saviour's question, "lord, thou
Imowest all things,” imnlying, "Thou knowest, what these standing here also know, thet
I did deny Thee; but Thou knowest something that they do not know, nemely, that in snite
of my denisl I am fond of Thee." It was a candid admission thet ke had lesrned his
lesson, and that henceforth he did net intend to rely umon himself, but won the Lord.

In these verses two different words are trenslsted "love.,” The first is the verb,
agapao, which means to love deeply and devobtedly. This iz the kind of love thet od
has for ue., Jobn 3:16. Tt means an unselfish, God-like love. The second iz the
vern, vhileo, which means to be fond of or to love ss a Priend. '

It was as though the Lord Jesus hed said, "Simon, son of Jonas, do vou love Me deeply?

Do you love Me with an unselfish, God-like love?" Unsble to elimb to that high level,
Pater's response was equivalent to saying, "I am fond of you', "I have an sffection for
~you”", "I am a friend of yours™, or "I love vou as 2 friend.” His answer wes an admission thei
he did not love Christ as he showld, bubt he could truthfully say thet he had some love in

his hesrt for FHm.

Then Christ repested Fis question, using the stronger word for "love', and Peter responded
by using the weaker word for "love®., When He ssked the question the third time, He
uged Peter's word for "love.,"” Thie probed Peter’s heart to the very deoths and he
cried out with anguish, "lord, Thou knewest all thingzg: Thou knowest that T love Thee.
He mesnt that he had 3 genuine affection for Him.

And love is never passive, bul always active and vositive. Tt cannot be shut in or
suppressed permenently. It will alweys bresk out and show itself in service. It will
ever £ind a way to express itself in tangivle service. True love is ever ready to
suffer and to sacrifice. The love which Christ reguires of those who bear Fis name is
that which shows itself in good works.. In proporiion as we love Him we will try to
please Hinm. How can we say we love Mim unless we do the things He wants us to do?

Peter was commissioned to "feed" the lambs and the sheso which belonged to the Lord.
He was to care for them as a2 physiclan attends his psbilents, as a sentinel guards the
gleeping soldiers, ss a leader guldes his followers, and as a parent nrovides for the

children,

Our blessed Seviour and Lord is eager and anxious for us to love Eim and to express that
love in faithful service for Him, In requiring a demonstration of our love, He says,

"Feed My lambs.® "lambs” may denote elther of two classes -- those who are young in

years or those who are young in the faith. So, we must never think that they are too
young to be feéd,  Weither must we put off the feeding until they get to riper vears. They
will scon be sheep., Their stalte a5 sheep will be determined largely by the way they are

fed and treated while they are lambs. . The nature of the flocks in the future will be
determined by the ftreaiment whick the lambs receive now. Feeding the sheep includes the task
of tesching in order that they may be strong in the faith, strons in Christian zesl, and
strong in resisting evil. :

It is a certainty thet, 1f wvou love Chrisit, you will enjoy thinking sbout Him, talking
to Him, reading about Him, hesring abcut Fim, telling others about Him, and doing the
hings whieh will pleasze Him, :
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