THE FULLER FRUITAGE

Werlly, verily, T say unto you, Except a corn of wheat f4ll into the ground snd die, it
abideth alone: but if it die, it bringeth forth much fruit.® Jehm 12:24.

EBveryone knows that in Christisrity there is faith, Christisns are believers,

Everyone knows that im Christiarnity there is feeline., Christians have at least some sentiment
and emotiens that merk them off from others.

But too few people today realize thst in Christiapity there is fruit. Christians, if they
be the kind they should be, are vroducers. Significent things hevpen te them, and egually
gignificant things happen thromgh them.

In Imke 13:7, where the Master iells of His disasppciniment over the spirituwal barrenness

of the religious leaders of His day, He says: %I come seeking fruitl® You say you have
faith in God, then show it by your works. You say youo love God, then show it by loving
your neighbor. TYou say you have glven your life to the Iord, then lay it down in dedicated
willingness to lese it, for in no other way will vou keep it eternally,

The setting of owr text is pictuwrescue and deeply susrestive. Christ, for the second time,
had just cleansed the eourt where the Gentile prossivies worshipped in the temple, the one
which stood between the exelusive court of the Jews and the owtside world. BSome Crecks
cane vhere the lord Jesums was talking, and singlins cut ome of His diseinles, Philip by
name, expressed thelr desire to heve an interview with Christ. They expressed thelr deep
longing in the words, "Sir, we would see Jesus.®

That they should go te Philip was verfectly naturel, because he had the Greek name and they
would therefore be stiracted to him. Philip, having heard their request, called intec counsel
Apdrew, another man with a Greek nsme, and the two censulted abowt this desire of those
vigiting Greeks. It is not surprising that Philip tock coumsel with Andrew, for he was
noted for his ability at inbroducing people te Christ, Vhy, the great preacher at Penbtecost
was Imtroduced to Christ by Andrew, asnd, in the day when the rewards sre given, Andrew will
certainly receive one for his mervelous achievemernt in bringing Simen Pelter te Christ.

Who those CGreeks were we do not kpow., They sppested out of the mists of obscurity, stoed
for a few minutes in the light of the gospel stape, snd then disappeared inte the mists
again, Bat 81l the tides of time canmnoi drown the memory of them, for they are immortalized
by the words, "We would see Jesus." They wanted to have = personal interview with Christ,
and they homored Philip by asking kim to introduce them to the Savieur. Are you, like
Philip, known 2s a person who can introduce people to Christ?

Philip amd Andrew told Christ of the desire of these Greeks to have an interview with Him.

He did not tell the disciples to bring them to Him, but He replied, "The hour is come, that
the Son of mar should be glerified, Verily, verily, I say wnto you, Except a corn of wheat
fall into the ground and die, it abideth slome: but if it die, it bringeth forth much fruit.”

Christ challenged them to losk at & grain of wheat. He told them that unless it died; no
new and greater life would ever come from it. That, said He, applies to Me, &g you shall
see after I am crucified anmd risen agein. It also applies to you, My disciples, as you
shall see when vou are willimg to die utberly to yourselves in order that God by Hls Spirit
may live wncentestedly in you. Otherwise, like a lonely grain of unplanted wheat, you will
be useless,

Christ was pictured by that kernel of wheat. He originally abode slone in transpgendent
majesty, in infinite holiness and power, seated at the throme of God. Meanwhile, by_His
word, the heavens had been created, the earth had been fashioned, man had been formed, and
"then a great tragedy occurred. Man fell, the earth became a wreck, and the world becsme

a2 wilderness. Now comes a problem, Is it 4o remein in that conditien, or is it o become
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fruitful asgein? If He ghode alsne, there would be mo fruit. If He died, this world agein
would be fruitful. Ood was determined that this earth should bring forth fruit. Therefore,
Christ Fimself died, Unitil we have beheld Him as the lamb of God, we have not really seen
Jesus Christ,

Notice that the emphasis is upon the dying. Moch fruit would mever appear except through
death. The grain of vheat, or Hisg 1ife, was perfeet. TFor thirty-threse ysars it was examined
end found fo be perfect, That 1ife stoed 21l critical observation from friend and foe.

1% never failed in sny circumstance or under any conditiens. But, apart from death, it
would have abided zlome. Calvary is its great center, climex and culmination, and it is

the great pivel upem which this world's history turns. He was on His way to death, and

g few days later He died. A lene1y grain of wheat, cutside the city gate and on Calvary,

He died, Because He died, there was te be much fruit. Death appesrs to be the sesl of
failure, but it is the way Lo usefulness. Tt appears to be an end, buk it is in reality

a2 beginning,

I. The Tragedy We Find.

BTt abideth alene." An outstanding weakness in our churches is that so meny wembers
are non-propegating and nen—predaclnga It has been said that of the reported church
members, 5% do not exist, 109 cannot be found, 20% never pray, 25% never read the Bible,
30% never attend a chlrcb service, 40% never give to any cause, 50% never go to Swnday
School, 60% never go %o a Sunday night church service, 70% never give to missions, 75%
never hold any office of service, 290% never go to prayer meeting, 90% never have family
worship, and 95% never win a soul to Christ.

There vou have it! OCrains of wheat abiding alome! Iife, but all wrapped up in itself!
Life, but no self-givine, no outbursting, neo harvest. How honest with yowrsell are
vou willing to be? You are a professing Christian, but as you look back across the
vears that you have known Christ, vou know that nc other 1ife has been touched and won
to Christ through you. As regards winning souls, you sre barren. The tragedy is,
that by this time vom have become content with barrenness.  Isn't it a faet that

some of vou have begun to believe, perhaps have even settled it in your own mind, that
getting out and lovingly, intelligently going after others for Jesms Christ isn't your
work? TYou have even tried to diesmiss it a2ll by ssying, "It!'s the 1ife that counts.”
But, alas, today you are secretly haunted by the fear that vperhaps even y@ﬂr 1ife isn't
conntinwu

II. The Agomy We Fear.

"Except a corn of wheat f21] into the ground and die, it abideth alome: but if it die,
it bringeth forth much frait.® Strange as it may seem, here is the real reason for
sterility in meny Christians: death., There is the agomy that makes us fiinch. Ve

are not ready to pay the price, We are not quite mp to It, even in comsent. It is
the complete opposite of the self-worship that used to be ours before Christ forgave
our sins., What makes it so costly is self-renuneiation. It is renouncing self by the
very Christian precedure of identifying yourself with the erucified Christ. It is doing,
not with mere words, but by faith and in fact, precisely what Paul did when he sald,

"I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me."
You and I, as Christians, mever can win the battles God‘Wants ug to win, or produce
the fruit Be wants us to produce, until we are self-renounced and Cbrlstmpessessed

This agony of death-to-self, from which we nsturally shrink, is a thing te which God
brings us by one road or another. Sometimes it is by the gradual and paipful realization
of the emptiness and barrenness of our present living as Christisns. In other cases

it is through some heavy blow, some shatiering event in our lives, that the crisis of
crucifirion is forced upon us. Make mo misteke sbout it, death hurts. To be willing

to sceept erucifixion with Christ: to leave all ynurself, vour plans and your longings,
your abilities and your possessions, all of them at the cross, so that you only trust
and love and live for Christ, hurts a great deal.
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The Mystery We Face.

If it die, it bringeth forth much frult." Follow in your imaginsticn a grain of wheat
that is planted, and dies, and lives again. Withir its small husk iz the starchy substanc
that formg the bulk of the kernel. DBul somewhere within that tiny, starchy bulk is

a life~germ, too smsll for human eye to see. ILife is there, lstent, unfuifilled because
unreleased. Now comes the mystery--God's mysterv in a realm that we call "natural®

but which isg teeming with the supernatural. The husk breaks; the substence rots. The
germ 1s torn asunder, and lo, new and larger 1ife hegine to sprout.

Who cen explain it? Ho one! We can only describe it, which is a very different thing.

ILife out of death is a holy mystery. In the final iseue 1t iz God at work, both in
a wheat kernel and in & human soul, In the case of the human soul, it is the Holy
Soirit of God Who does ilt--threugh you. You are privileged to ses God speaking His
Word throush you to some needy soul. You see the blegsing of God given in some situation.

You see the solution given to a baffling problem, and you know that it is the Ilord's
doing. ‘

life ont of death is 2 humbling mystery. What adoration you want to render back to
God when through you He brirgs feorth that which in itself was life. As the farmer
Jooks at his crop of golden wheat and rejoices in the harvest which Ged has given him,
so do the Christiens who have taken the cress as the ruvle of their lives. They may
speak words of testimomy. They moy write letbters with a spiritual purpese. They may
preach sermons designed to be helpful, They may teach lessens to boys snd girls who
may be either ‘tomorrow's governors or tomorrow's gangsters, Whatever they do, they
realize thet in the last issue of things only the Spirit of Cod cam give 1ife to the
dead, repentance to the transgressor, light to the ighorant and hope to the despalring.
When thrilling resulis take vplace, the worker's cry of umworthiness and of worship is:
"Wot unto us, C Ilord, not unto us, bubt unto Thy neme, be the gloryl"

The Certainty We are Furpished,

I it die, it bringeth forth much fruit.” This is God's word of gracioms imsistence,
Tt is Fis dependable promise: <the broken shall be blegsed, the crucified shall conguer,
the self-rencuncing shall enrich others.

This is God's word of guaranteed increase., When He spesks of the yield that cemes from
planted grain, He is describing a law of harvest thet brings from a single kernel as
many as thirty, or sixity, er @ hundred kermels. These in turn, when planted, preduce
vet others in astounding multiplication. What Christ promises is fruit that will bring
forth more Truit in its turn.

What we need todsy is faith to believe in this certainty of harvest. What we need is

the holy disgust with ourselves that leads us to renounce, here and now, the eonventional,
compromising, complacent discipleship with which we have been muddling aleong. This

is Cod's plan fer the world through you. Do not lock at fer-off fields. Never allow
yourself to say, "If only T were not here, bul in such-snd-such a sphere, in that forelgn
field, I should be a blessing.” No, it is in this spot where God has set you to live

and worky in the group in which you have been linked in fellowship-~difficult though

they may be. God says, "Much fruit there.® Do you belleve it? The promise is certain:
a harvest with mmeh fruit. The cogt that is essential is death.



