"WILL Y8 ALSO GO AWAYH

"Then said Jesus urnto the twelve, Will ye alsc go away? Then Simon Peter answered bim,
Lord, to whom shell we go? thou hest the words of eternsl life.? John 6:67-68.

When Jesus Christ wes here in the flesh, He began His public ministry in Judea, and His
success there seemed to be 211 that could be desired. So great was the charm of His
personality ami the atbtractiveness of His teaching that the multitudes thronged Him.
However, ii soon became appsrent that the crowds wilfully ignored or teribly misunderstood
His purpose. They resorted to Him for material advantages and polit1cal ends. Conseguently,
in a short while He went to Galilee. '

For approximately a year Christ had pursued His work in Galilee with growing popularity
and increasing fame. For a while it looked like 2ll Galilee would follow Him. He geve
Himself in unstinted service to the people, and they gave Him their admirstion and
~following. Great numbers followed Him, some out of curiosity, some in ordsr %0 be healed
of their physical malsdies snd others for the loaves =2nd fishes. The latter wanted more
of that free food, thinking that if they followed Him they would get something for nothing.

Near the eastern shore of the Sea of Galilse, the lord Jesus preached to the people. Since

1% was near the time of the Pessover, many pilgrims were on their way to Jerusslem. Great
numbers turned aside to hear the matchless Preacher. As the day was drawing to 2 close,

the Savieur was moved to satisfy the hunger of the great throng, so He performed the

miracle of feeding the five thousand from the five barley loaves and twe fishes. The people
were simply smaged. They had never seen anything like that. They became wild with enthusiasm
and determined to proclaim Him their Xing. The wisdom of His words and the beauty of His
deeds had not impressed them greatly, but a miracle that supplied food met their wants
percisely. UThey thought that their problem of food supply was solved perfectly and
pvermanently. Convinced that He was the Man for them, they proposed to meke Him a king.

Because their enthusiasm was so unwelcoms t0 Him, He determined to thwart their purposes.
To do so, He withdrew from them and went to Capernsum.

On the next day a vast muititude following Him, flocked into His presence ard hung with
eager interest on His words, waiting and expecting to see Him work some new and extra~
ordinary mirscle. He knew that they utterly misconstrued the nature of His mission.
Consequently, Hs proceedsd to give them some plain instructions concerning His ministry
and His ultimate departure. He tried to impress them with the fact that food for the soul
was vestly more important than food for the body. He was eagsr o lead them o feel their
aged of a spiritual life., They had come that morming from the other side ef the lake,
seeking Jesus, but there was something sensual in their searching. Some soughi Hin
because He had fed them on the previous day with bread that perisheth, and the thought
that if they could be near His side, they would have plenty to eat whenever they needed
food. Others sought Him because they saw in Him a Messish Who could bring prosperity to
their country. All of them were seeking a material good, but Christ wented them to have
end io enjoy spiritual food. In substance He said to them, "You seek Mes because you want
something to eat; you want 2 Dresd-kinz, not a Saviour and XKing of your souls. I am not
an earthly king, merely te¢ supply the wanis of your bodies, but I am a spiriiusl and
heavenly King;I =m the Bresd of Life." His esphssis of the spiritusl caused a commotion
end brought s bresk in the ranks. Irritated by His teachings, the superficial and
materialistic throng began to leave Him. They had discovered quickly fthet they had
nothine in common wiith the heroic which actuated Him. They were far more interested in
the loeaves and the fishes which He had dispensed than they were in the Bread of Life.

To the easual observer things hed seemed so hopeful in the morning. The Lord Jesus was
thronged by ezgzer followers. It seemsd that they thousht no distance too lonz, nor no
toil too great if they might see Him and be nesr Him. However, the same day saw Him
deserted by meny of those whe followed Him. We are told that "From that time meny of

His disciples' went back, and walked no more with Him.H
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As the shadows of the evening all gathered around, the Lord Jesus stood and watched the
receding forms as they were going away, going awey with different feelings and objectives,
but all having this in common--they had turned their backs on Jesus. Surely, this episode
is one of the most dissppointing and pathetic iam all of the sarthly ministry of our Saviour.
Then He turned to the twelve and affectionately and solicitously asked, "¥Will ye= also go
away?™ Thus He brought the issue squarely to those who were nearest to Him. It was not a
compleint or a whine but the searching inguiry of one who had a right to know. His
question was prompt, personsl, piercing and pointed. "You are not going to lezve me

alse are yout™ The very guestion implied that such desertion is incredible, and yet to

be feared,

In many ways this same inguiry of the Master is brought home to us in this service. As
we study this searching guestion, let us do go from three viewpoinis.

I. Wky Do So Many Go Away From Christ?

After the Saviourls remsrkable discourse, which did not contain a single word of clever
adulation, bul many heari~searching truths instead, they went sway from Him. In doing
80 they relinguished 211 attendance upon His ministry, threw off His suthority, dis- '
owned all attachment to His person, and repudiated all sympathy with His éeSIgﬂE.

Likewise, many are going away from Christ todey. Why ere they going away? VWhat are
some of the things which cause many to turn awsy from Christ today?

1. A dislike of His teachings. .

"And He said to them all, If any man will come after Me, let him deny himself, end
teks up his cross daily, and follow Me.¥ Iuke 9:23., From our text we learn that
the fickle crowd turned awasy from Christ in disgust. fThey said, #This is a hard
saying; who can hear it?¥ TYou ask too muech of us. This is too much for our human-
ity. We simply can't stand it. There are various teachings in the Word of God
that are offensive to humsn nature ana revolting %o human pride.

fhrist told the crowds thet they were misersbly wanting in sincerity snd earnest-
ness; that they were worldly, carnal, seifish, self-righteous and self-seeking
"unbelievers. To them He preached repentance for sin, faith in Himself, the new
birth ané outwsrd reformatiom. In contrast with their selfishness. He exemplified
love and self-sacrifice. He called for gemuine and practical faith which opposed
their indifference and unbelief. He teught that He must ceme firsi in everything,
and that all secular concerns are subservient to the sslvation of the soul. OF
course, this teaching offended their avarice. He asserted that they could not come
to God except by and through Him, and that was contrary to their preconcelved ideas,
s0 it wounded their seli-righteous pride.

2. The fear of man.

The fear of man plays the most desperate havoc in human 1ife. #The fear of man
bringeth a snere, but whoso putteth his trmst in the Lord skhall be safe.? Proverbs
29:25. What is the fear of man? It is a reverence of human suthoriiy amd customs,
and a dread of the censure and reproaches of our fellow-creatures. %The fear of man
ensnares Christiens into a guilty silence, into a sinful imactivity, into a guilty
compromise with the world, into not going on and conforming to the will of Christ
because somebody spoke 2 discouraging word, and even sometimes into = denial of the
Lord. The fear of men encoursges those who are not Christiens to contimme to
reject Christ, which leads them into eternal ruin.
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3. The inflinence of atheré.

One person often waits for another. One takes 2 step because another sets the
example and leads the way. Just here comes in the measureless power and peril of
influence. "For nome of us liveth to himself, and nc man dieth to himself.¥
Romans 14:7. How can any rational person be careless about his influence? ¥o one
has any right to mislead others intoc the perilous and downward way.

From the context, it is evident that Christ did not send the crowds awsy. After they
had aittended His ministry, hesrd His gracious words, and seen His mighty deads, they
left Him. The fact that He had healed their sick, allevisted their miseries, and
satisfied their hunger shonld have stimulated sn answerving 1oyalty on their part, but
they went gwsy and left Him.

Where Do Those Go Who Leave Him?

1. 1If Christisns, they go into backsliding.
This sort of conduct dishonors the Lord, disappoints others, and deprives the
backsiider of happiness. Backsliding injures 2ll. I%t grieves the Lord grestly.
If you, as & Christian, have gone awey from the lLord, hasten back to Him.

2. If unsaved, they continue in sin and.go into hell.

To &ll such, the Savious says, ¥Y¥e shall die in your sins and whither I go ye
camnot come,™

'To Whom Will You Go?

"fhen said Jesus unto the twelve, Will ye also go away? Then Simon Peter amswered
Eim, Lord, to whom shall we go?™ Peber implies here that there must bs someone to
whom man can go. Man cannot live without & master, & guide end 2 comforier,

Apert from Christ humenity is hopeless,. Distracted by many perplexities, bleeding
from many wounds, weeping over meny griefs, poor humeniiy mmst go fo somebody, somewhers.
She cannot continue to ead oux here own heart with grief and consume her life with

sighing.

Christ asked the guestion, "Will ye also g0 away?", in such & way as to¢ show that He
expected a negative answer. The word Pwill® in this text is not a future, bui a
present. *You, too, don't will to go away, do you? #You don't mean to turn back,
do you?* The expressed answer was o negative one 2lso. "We'!ll not go away.® 'Wo,
welll not go." '"To whom shall we goT" In other words, Where could we go? We have
nowhere to go. No other preascher would satisfy. We believe in Thee, Thy deity and
Thy mission. ' '

Po whom will you goil
1. To be saved from sin?

3in is an estzblished faet, regardless of how you may disguise it, extenuste it,
or explain it. Christ's mission was to teach us the nature and guilt of sin, and
to save us frem it. He is the guiltless One Who came into the world to save
sinners. The voice of the centuries tells us that there is no other Saviour. Vhen
we accept Him we receive etesrnal life,
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¥hat is eternsl 1life? Surely, it is something more thar immorielity and ever-
lagstingness. It is 2 life of everlasting blessedness, free not only from the
limitations of time, but slso from every other limitetion that otherwise wounld
mar the supreme sweetness of its existence.

For an impulse to & bebtter life?

Man needs and wantg someone who can raiss him sbove eircumsiances and inepire him
$0 & higher and better life. ¥one can even compare with the Christ when it comes

to doing this.

When tempitation comes?

When you go out of this building, whether you turn your back uponm Christ or your

face toward Him, you will find yourself on the battlefield of life. Tou will
discever that you need a power to enablas you to fight the battle bravely snd to

win it wvictoriously. If you stand on the battlefield of life, after having turned
your back to Christ, %$ell me, how can you ever hope 19 win the victor's crown? As ths
hymn writer expressed his nesed, you will find yours %o he:

"1 need Thee every hour;

Stay Thou near by _
Pemptations lose. thelr power
When Thou art nigh."

When sorrow comes?

When the hopes of your youth heve made themselves wings and flown eway, or when
familiar voices you Gelighted %o hear are hushed in death, fo whom will you gol
When the hesrt aches, and human sympathy, though sweet, is helpless, how comfort—
ing the zssurance that

#My'féther knows;
And tempers every wind thet blows.®

Thark God, many of us can say with the song writer:
#jhen peace like 2 river aitendeth my way,
¥hen sorrows like see-billows roll,
Whatever my lot, Thou haet taught me to say;
11t is well, it is well with my soml.t®
¥hen death overtakes youl?

Sooner or later you will have to pass through the valley of the shadow of deaih,
and for that rezson you shouléd secept the Saviour and let Him go with you =211 the

. way.

If you ge sway from Christ now, you will be left baffled and broken in the presence

‘'of the three grestest mysteries—-sin, sorrow, and death. You will not have a

Saviour from sin if you reject Christ. You will net have any hope in the presence
of death if you reject Chrisi. Do not dere to live withoubt Christ, or dare to
die without Him.

#19is religion that can give .
Sweetest pleasures while we live,

1Tig religion must supply

Solid cemfort when we die.



Af'ter death its joys will be
lLasting ss eternity.

Be the living God my friend,
Then my joys will never end.”



