THE GRAMMAR OF THE GOSPEL

"Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that heareth my word, and believeth on him that sent
me, hath everlasting life, and shall not come into condemnation; but is passed from death

unto 1life? (John 5:24}.

As we consider "the grammar of the gospel,' it 1s not our purpese t¢ deal in a technical
treatment of the meaning of Ygrammar." For the moment a simple working definition of grammar
would be that it is the manner in which words are written or spoken so as to convey clearly
the meaning involved. And as onglamorous as the subject may be to you, you must employ

its principles if you are te¢ read with understanding a letter, a newspaper, or the Bible.
After all, words are but vehicles by which we transmit thoughisfrom one mind to another.
fven Jesus Himself did this. So, for the next few minutes let us look at "the grammar of the
gospel? as Jesus Christ transmits from His mind and heart Lo yours one of His grsatest
gospel truths.

In so doing iet us examine His words in John 5:2k: "He that heareth my word, and believeth
on him that sent me hath everlasting life, and shall not come into condemnation; bub is

nassed from death unte life." The meaning of this well known passage of Scripture lies on
the surface, and I merely want to call your atbtention to it. This is the word of supreme
authority, for Christ is the only (ne Who can speak with authority on the subject of
salvation. He is the One Who really knows about the conditions of residence in the Father's
house. Having come down from heaven, He has perfect knowledge about the place. He prefaces
His declaration with the solemn words, Werily, verily”; "Truly, truly, I am just now declarin
to you the truth with respect to this important matter of salvaiion.”

Let me ask you some questions. Are you g Christian? Do you know that you have besn saved
from your sins? Are you simply hoping that you will be saved in heaven at last? Or do you
look with dread upon the prospect that some day you must stand unprepared before the judg~
ment seat? Do you live in daily fear thal through some sin you willlose your salvation?

Regardless of how you answer these gquestions, this message is for you. Here in the text

the Lord Jesus telis you how you may be saved, when you may be saved, and the eternal con-
sequences once you have been saved. A1l of these are inveived in the tenses of the verbs
used here by Christ. And let me say at the cutset that not one of these verbs dealing with
salvation is in the future tense. All except one are present ltenses. And that one exception
makes the grandest statement of all. 3o, leb us look at thess three dsclarations of Christ
Jesus.

I. Christ Tells You How You May Be Saved.

Let us listen to it from the lips of the Son of God Himself. "He that heareth my word.”
"Paith cometh by hesring, and hearing by the word of God." "How shall they beliswve in him
of whom they have not heard?" The Lord Jesus said, "You must begin by hearing my word."
The Bible is the very Word of God, written by men, bulb inspired by the Holy Spirit. Ibs
words are the very words of God Himself. Hearing what the DBible says, we hear the Word

of God to ocur own souls.

There are people who will not listen to the Word of God. They are like some who return
letters unopened, refusing to read their contents. Thelr ears are stopped with prejudice,
or something else, and they will not hear. Unless you hear the Word of God you will
never know what it is to be saved, or how to be saved. The reason that some are not
saved is because they have refused Lo hear the Word of God. He Who came as heaven's
Ambassador to earth says: 'If you would be saved, you must begin by hearing my word,

for in neo other way can anyone become possessed of faith.”

Many are willing to listen to other voices, but they will not listen when Christ speaks.
They are willing to listen toc the newspaper correspondent or the magazine writer or to
some teacher whe attempts to tear the Bible to pleces. How many there are who are will-
ing to listen to volees which guess at the truth, and every voice but the One Who said,
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“Werily, verily, I say untoc you, he that heareth my word.” There is only one Voice that
can speak with authority of the souls’ relation to God, and point the way unerringly

from this 1ife to the next. TYou must put the Word of Christ above the word of ail others,
if you are going to be saved.

Cf course, it rmust be a spiritusl hearing. Many mey read the Bible and hear the gospel
without either heart or conscience being reached. Not everyone who locks upon a sunset
sees 1is glory. Hot sveryone who walks through an art gallery enjoys its wonders and its
beauties. Not everyone whe hears music really appreciates it. By "hearing" Christ
means more than merely hearing the sound of His voice. He means to hear with understand-
ing what He 1s saying. "Hearing’ means understanding. Many people sit in church ser—
vices cunday after Sunday where the gospel is preached. Bul ithey do not hear the gospel.
Some of you listening to me now do not hear, for you do not listen with your minds and
hearts. Defore God I am responsible for every sermon which I preach. But you are
responsible also for how you hear them. The Bible says, "He that hath ears to hear, let
him hear® {Matthew 11:15). Furthermere, by "hearing® Christ means to hear and to heed.
In Matthew 13:13 He spoke of those who "hearing, they hear not.® They heard, but they
did nothing zbout what they heard.

If you are really to hear the Word of Christ, you must do something about it. And that
something is to believe on the One Who sent Him. God sent His Son to be your Saviour.

In Christ, God has acted for your redemption from sin. Do you believe this? You say that
in your mind you accept it as true. DBut do you accept it teo the point of trusting your
soul to Christ and commitiing your 1ife to Him? For a saving faith must reach beyond
yvour mind into your will. You believe that Christ can save you, but will you let Him

do s07

Before & group of excited spectators a man rode a bicyele across Nisgara Falls on a
steel cable. He repeated this, carrying cn his back a wéight equal to that of a man.
Each time the people applsuded. Then the man asked, "How many ¢f you believe that T

can caryry a man across the Falls?" Ivery one raised his hand in agreement. Bul when the
rider pointed to one man, saying, "Let me carry you across,' the man drew back, saying,
"Oh no! Not mel™ He believed about the rider, but he did not believe on him.

And so it is with some of you. You believe about Jesus Christ. 7You believe that He is
the Saviour of sinners. Bul you do not believe on Him as your personal Saviour., Until
you do, you have not really heard His Word or belleved on God Who sent Him.

Christ Tells You When You May Be Saved.

"He that hesreth my word, and believeth on him that sent me, hath everlasting life.”
He says that the one hearing and believing ™hath everlasting life.” Note the present
tense -~ 'has everlasting life.” In other words, the very moment you believe upon God
in Christ you have a spiritunal life which 1s elternazl.

Two common mistakes are made with regard to our concept of eternal life. One error is
to think of it in terms of length rather than of quality. This is true even of what man
calls natural life,

Some people live more in thirby years than obhers do in a century. Gamaliel Bailey
reminds us that "we live in deeds, not years:; in thoughts, not breaths; in feelings, not
in figures on the dial; we should count time by heart-throbs. He mest lives who thinks
most, feels the noblest, asts the best.”

In an even greater sense is this true of spiritual 1ife. While it does extend into
eternity, it is a life thalt is alsc relzted to time or to the existence which now is.
The primary element in eternal life is ils quality. "Eiernal life" means "age-gbiding
iife.” It is that quality of life which abides through the ages.
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The second error is Lo think that eternal 1ife begins after death., How often we hear
someone pray, 'And save us in heaven at last." DBubt if you are not saved here and now,
you will not be saved then and there.

Christ says that you can have this quality of 1ife right now. Christ is life. In I
John 5:11~-12 we read, "God hath given to us eternal 1ife, and this life is in his Son.
He that hath the Scn hath life; and he that hath not the Son of God hath not 1ife." So
in order to have this life you must believe on Christ as your Saviour. So many pecple
are trying to acquire this 1life by their good deeds, bul men do not achieve it. They
receive it by recelving Christ into their hearis. "But as many as received him, to them
gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on his name" {(John 1:12
Lt this very moment Christ stends at the door of your life, waiting to be received. The
very moment you recelve Him, you have eternal or everlasting life. TYou do not need to
wait in order to be saved in heaven at last. TYou can be saved right now. If you will
hear the Word and believe on Christ, you will recelve salvation, and there will not be
any doubt about it.

IIT. Christ Tells You Aboult The Eternal Conseguences Of Being Saved.

"ind shall not come into condemmstion: but is passed from deasth umbo 1ife.™ If you trust
Christ as your Saviour, you will have many tempitations, bubt you shall never come into
condemnation. Actually "shall not come' may be transiated "does not come.” It is a
present tense with a future effect. Literally, it reads "keeps on not coming into judg-
mert." Christ repeatedly made it clear that those believeing on Him already have eternal
life, and are not geing to come inte coudemnation at the judgment. This is because your
Jjudgment as to salvation is already in the past. For Christ has been judged for you.

On the cross God poured out on Christ His wrath concerning sin. And if you are in
Christ vou have already been Judged in Him.

When a fire sweeps across the prairie the safest place for you is not to flee before

the fire, but to stand where the fire has already been. And instead of fleeing from God's
wrath to come, you should flee to Calvary. There through faith in Christ stand where

the fire of God's wrath has already burned. There you are forever safe in Him,

The God of all grace poured oub wrath upon -the sinless Christ, ~Forsaken was He that our
sins might be forgiven and forgotten. He received the wages of sin which He never earned
that we might have eternal life which we never deserved. Sold was He that we might
ransomed be. Bound was He that He might bestow upon us the freedom of sons. Scourged
was He that by His stripes we might be healed., OCrucified was He that through His grace
we might erucify the flesh. For a time He was separated from God that we might be with
God through all eternity.

For all who wish to, and will, receive the Saviour, He stands ready to bring you from
death to life, from shameful failure and loss into the gain of His cross. On His side
there is no reluctance, bul only highest willingness, What will you do with the Christ
Who receiveth szinful men? You can pass from death unto life through Him. For the
weariest day, He will be your sbay. For the darkest night, He will be your light. For
the weakest hour, He will be your power. For each momehi's call, He will be your all.
What will you do with Him Who was assaulted thal we might be shielded, smitten that we
might be healed, lacerated that we might be liberated, slain that we might be secured,
and Wno will change the whole world by the brightness of His coming?

Jithout Jesus Christ -~ in sin there is no grace; in temptation there is no strength;
in trouble there is no courage; in disaster there is no refuge: in perplexity there is
ne prompting; in darkness there is no light; in storms there is no calm; in

gorrow there is no comfort; and in death there is no assurance. 3ub with Christ you

wave assurance of victory over sin, Satan, the world, and eternal punishment.
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Do you have everlasting 1life? Is it a present possession? The Lord Jesus Christ does
not give 1life to last ten, twenty., or forty years. There is only cne kind of life that
Christ gives, and that is 1life that lasis forever. Lay hold of that simple truth once
more, that believing on Jesus Christ, you will never perish. He says so. You may have
many temptations, countless difficulties, lots of trouble, and life may be a terrific
conflict for you. Bubt no matter what may come, you have the Word of God for it, the belie
believer sghall not perish because he has everlasting life.

see "the grammar of the gospel.” It is not my grammar. It is the grammar of the Son

of God Himself, Not that there are three verbs, or actually participlés; the one hearing,
the one beliieving, the One sending. Christ simply stated the historical fact that God
sent Him to be the Savicur, and tells you how you may be saved —— by hearing and believing
Do you believe it? Do you believe it enough to rest your sovi's salvation upon it? If
you do, then here and now you may have this blessed assurance: "Verily, verily, I say
unto you, he that heareth my word, and believeth on him that sent me, hath everlasting
life, and shall nobt come inte condemmation: but is passed From death unto 1ife.” The
whole thing is setiled forever.



