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BOREING FOR CHRIST

"He must work the works of Him that sent ¥e while it is dey: the night
eometh, whern no men can work". John ¥:14

The thought thst he assocliates his peagla with His iz 8 profound ons.
Tt iz a thovght thet is impressive and exceedingly suggestive. No othe
man ever had such corceptions of @@vtﬁin things ss Jesus hed.

is He had g clsasr conception of the specific work which He had to do
here in time on sarth. He knew whst He hsd to do.
I+ wag wery ¢ lear that He came to do definlte things.

2, He had a clesr conception that these definite things He came Lo
dg must be done wiihin a8 specified time; that there was no mar-
gin to throw awav.

One fully preperes himself to do grand and fartelling things only when
he hes elsarly settled 4% hisd mimd three thinggi-=see-=

1. What e is Lo do ’

o, How much bime hHe is &1lowed in which to do it.

Z. Then that time expires it is an sbsolute fmpossibllity o regain
one Fleeting moment of it

4 wan can asccomplish &8 preat thing only wheni-w-e=s-

le Tt shapes itself befors him as an lmperious and Incorrigible ob-
Iigetiom.

2. Tt tukes pogsession of his hesrt zs something whichie--

a, Hust be done

be Comes with & psramount claim

c. Dominates sveryihing eise

d. Exclodes the congidersiion of everythlrg slze.

%, He has & proper conception of what night is. Night mesngee-ve
a. The absalute and eterrpsl cessstion of opportunity.

b The absolute impossibility of being sble to recell one fleet-
ing moment in which to try over sgelin what had pessed by un-
Lmt V“”%?’Gde . .

4. Te beg 8 cisar conception ag to whose 13 the work thet he iz to
perform. Therefore, ths Saviour says, "We must do the work of
Him®. What does this Seripture mesn=e=--= :
g. Works which He prescribes
he. Works which He deflines
e. The obligation %o do them comes from Him.

{1} Tt grows out of His commernds
(2% Tt grows out of Fis suthority to impose the cobligation.

There sve Four cutstanding thoughis in this fext napely,--=-v==

T & SPECIFIC DUTY
T, £ BIMINGORIIGATION TO PERYFORM THAT DUTY
TIT,. & SPECIFIC TINE W WHICH TEAT DUTY I8 TO BE PERFORMED
Ty, & CERTATHTY THAT IF THAT TINE IS ROT UTILIZED; THERE WILL BY KO
OFHER.

A@m we atudy the 1ife of Christ in the light of these four thoughbs
lg 1ife ia ”?m&&lﬁéd We may resd the Gospel sccounta whieh reveal
obh Wiz irmer and outer 1ife, apd we willl be impresssd by all that

ufﬁfﬁ



was sald and written to the effect thet He'did not bring e vecant ming
into the world, He knew--why He csme, what He had o do, and when it
megt be done. He felt all of the fmperious power of the obligation %o
do it. He knew that 1If 1t was not done within the few years of His pub-
lic 1ife it would never be done. In those few years of His life were
compressed the whole Divine work of humsn redemption. “*herefore, there
were no off=-=dava; no davs of self-indulgence; no days in which He could
withdraw Hisz mind from the grest migsion upon which He came. He would
not slaim right to turn sside to frivolities, to lighitness of spssch
and thought, but all the time He staggered under the weight of the ob-
ligetion that rested upon Him to £11l every hour full of efforts bto sce-
compliah His miasgion, as if His hesrt could entertaln no other feellng, .
ag if His mind could concelve of no other thought, ss 1f His hands eocuid
be smployed in no cother work, and sz 1f His feet could walk in no other
path. Hence the seriovsness of Hisg life; the gravity of His disposition
welghtness of His words and wisdom with which He directed evsrything to
one pre-arrangsd consummetion. His relazations kere nok Ilks ouwrg,-bud.
wéprs relaxetidns of prayer. Often He spent whole night in praver, as if,
tn struggle for accomplishment of His work, He had turned aside to gate
hay new sirength, new power, to refresh Hls mind in communion with God,
to ogualify Hirself for grester exerbtions, to find in communion such a
fulnegs of the Divine Spirit as would ensble Him to go buck and meeh

the contradictions of wmen, cavils of objectors, malice of hell, combi-
netlion of enemies, and overcome the chdursecy of the hearte of people

He purposed to ssve. -

T. & Bpecific Duty

The text sagociates, bims and Obligates you snd me to do the
works of God whiis day iz, because night cometh when no man zan
work. Anis passage goes beyvond the one in Focleslsstes whieh ex-
herts: "Whatsoever thy hand findeth fto do, do it with thy wmight;
Ffor there iz no work, nor device, nor kunowlsdge, now wisdom in
the grave whither thou goest.® Sinee Jesus took His own share
in the work and sssoceistes uné with Hin in 1%, the constituent
elements of gresiness In ow working for Him liss in-~-a fixed
purpose, & Divine miassion, ard an sppreciation of the tine

which He gives us to perform the work which is allotted to us.
pur trouble is in thet we do not know what we sre to do st all
times, when we are te do it, gnd do notbt realize how irretriev-
able iz 'a lost opportunity. Iet uvus husbly, courageously, falth-
Fully, and profoundly ssk the gqusstion--Who sent us, why, for
what and when? The PBook tells us what 2 church hes to do, its
mission, 1t offiece here in the world, snd it is just ss clsay

ag the work of Jesus. We have no option or election but God
prescribes the work and defines itscbounds. %hen He says what

& church shall do our duby is to teke 1t Just as He ssid it,

The specifie duty la the upbuliding or growth of the Individ-
usl members of the church &8s a means to g1 end and thet end ls=
the leading of other lost mould to sslveticon, Take oub of the
work of the schurch the lesding Josi #ouls to Jesus and you leavs
the church without &8 mission or reason for iits sxmistencs. How
gwful when we think thet the misaslon of ouwr church is to lead
gouls to Christ end yet we allow months and ysers to pass away
and no szoul saved. Christ lsid grest stress on the work of
saving snd blessing asouls, He dezeribed this work as the work
of God.



TI. & BindingCbhligation To Perform The t Duty

1. Unrist felt this obligstion to perform His work--"We must work®
¥othing could discourage Christ snd keep Him from doing His
duty. 4&11 His works were fthe works of God. He was obligsd to
do what he didi=m-w=-

f1) Hoz® as God but,

{2} As man

(3} L8 Wediator
He was bound and compelled to do 1t by the cords of love.--
He ioved the sons of men zo well thet He could not =it and sse
them perisk., He coulid not sit stiil and be an lmpassive, carse-
less, and loltering spectator cof so much evil and misery.
ks Chpist's followers, this binding obligation to perform cup
duties iz upon us snd it is of such a nature thet it camnot be
gquestimed or escaped from. He assocliates ws with Himself in
Hig Divine snterprise of merey. He rightly described His work
and ours s the work of God. IHe owned His ftrue positiome-an
asmbassador sent by the Eing and threw a hearty sarrestness in-
£ the work He underitock. We are workers under Him and we ars
salled upon to do God's work also. Fersonal obligations rest
upon us--we must not lose cwrselves in the crowd. Our personal
obligations compels us to do just such work s= Jesus did--en~
lighten sinners. W¥We must 4o the works of Him that sent us
which arei=e=-

b
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{1y Worwe of pletye--
{a) Loving God
{b) Tursting on Him
() Submitting Lo Him
{4} Pearing Him
fe} Reloleing in Hinm ,
Thanking the Fether for our crestion; believing the 3on
for ow Bedemptiony and hearkenling fto the Spirit £6r-our
gsantification.
(2} Works of eguity to our neighborge--
{a)} S0 s8 to wrong none
(b} 80 as to help all
(7)) Works of charity to the poop---
{a} Cbhedientlially Lo God's command
{b) Proportionelly tc ouyr mesns
{4} Works of sobriety
{2} Keeping the flesh under subjectiom
(b)) Mortifving ow sins.
The duty iz our's to perform; the results are God's to
give, .
3. This obligstion is binding in the dolng of Godls work--"We
muet work the works of Him that sent ¥e".

v What we doswe muast becavse God has assigned 1t because He
wlll therein be glorifisd, His chareckér wnfolded, Hiz pupr-
pose procliaimed end His foapel szdorned among men.

4, PTo fulfill this sobiligstion and perform our dutlies we mast
have recelived Hiz ZSpirit and acceptsd His will +==0% ss5 Lhe
lew of our lives thus becoming fellow-workers with Him. Only
through regernersatiocn ls 1% possible to become opRof His work-

. Hig works, which gre spivitusl, san only be perfornmsd

by spiritusl pecple. If we have not repented, believed, and

gome under the influence of His 8pirit then ocur works sre not



Him for they ars not

the works of Ood snd cermot be pleasing to

done in dependence on His Spirit.

hgein I sey, that 5 Spirit-filled besllievers ﬁuv supreme mission

and obligation is to lesd souls to Jesus C%Mi

A& Speseific Time In Whieh That Duty Ia Te Be FPerformed

1. ®e arve to do thege works while 1% ls day.

(1) Wre t is meant by dayfe--
a. The time of 1ife
b, The tive of grece
2, The present time _
Within the day of life there are days especlially favorable
g, Day of youth
be Day of hsalth
2. Dey of religionsz cpporitunity

d. Day of spiritual inflivence.

2, Onpistts interpretation of the day
He uvses the langusge Jf UL Zerney e His mission musi be fulfill-
ed in the day op opportunity or not at ell. He calldHls Iife-
time & davy to show us uhdt He wes imp?@%S%d with the shortness
of it. Hiz 1% ¢ ended when wost humen lives ares sald to begin
For &1 there is but ope day. Tiuze m»"hwwt$wmag% for the work
vut too short bo allow trifling., It ls wel i for meL to beglin
esrly. Somerposipone thelr religlon ey i is
g dresdfuvl risk for the night may ¢
they find time it is & poor homsge
1tfe. :

%, Another vesson for pepforming this duty in the specific tlume
1s because of the brevity snd vnecertalinliy 6* Eife,mwth@ day
is shert, task i great, workmen sre sluggish, reward is mueh,

and Hester of the house is urgent, .Humar existence mey be
ﬂﬂmpa?eé to the most Tleeting thingsz in nature=--ihe mist which
Aisappesrs before the sun, clond driven by the winds, the sha-
‘dows that flit scross the landscarpe, the smoke that sscerd and
mt rglies with the atmosphere, the leaf of the orest trese, end
the flowey of the field. Man is more fregile than msny of hig
works~=-pyramids of %gyn%, 40080 yesrs, Neturalists tell us tha
bipds fly more swiftly in Horwey thar elsewhere because the
pummey days &Y€ 56 Sbﬁ“f giving them such & 1littls time to do
so much. Surely, W %o uld £ly mors swiftly to do oy Loydls
wwrl if we would only mﬁéhpaﬁ& upon the fact that t%r dey is
50 short end the night lg so nesr at hand.

T we gshould measure our lives,; not the Zapse of time
but by the things we should zeccoenpl is%.iﬁ %bwm,tﬁ& characier
ﬁhev should sttain to& by purpeses that should be bearing

ult in them, we wouid scoon realize how short they are. The
time for personal spiritual gr&wth? ﬁSJGTO?mﬁF% of praces,
acouisition of kpowledge, and comtracition of good habits ls
hrief. If you have anvihing to do fﬂf the poosr, the church,
the worid's purity, and happiness, you have no time fo 10363
for the night cometh.

Thig expression, night coueth, has a dovble singnifieance--
$¢ momes to us snd it eomes Lo those whom we sre sent to save.

Ed
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IV.

vportunity for living snd
doing, end no one can tell whe come. The hour when we
ahell have to lav down our tocls iz coming nesy znd the shedows
are lengthenling. In heyfidld one works with mors miig@pe% as
&?Pﬁmng‘gﬁﬁw derker. The postponement of duby is irret tAevable
Joss snd ogarmot e made up st aﬁaﬁh@r.
The time 1o which “hrist has to do His work was lim
in it He finizhed Hisz wmork which m&&mwTe demunsirate T
be WHHG He wWage e
I} The Son of God
(3 Sent from the Tether
{c} The trus Messigh
Then we should be thankful to, believe in, love and imitate Him
¥hy should we do the works I heve mentioned presentlyf--
{1} Much time has been spent In vain,
{2} Life is uncertain
(3} The longer we procrastineate the herder it will be
(4} We cannoct do it in the worlid to dome.
Most important thought in my mind iz that of my responsibility
to God. ozt oppressive thought on my hesrt is thet my time on
sarth is short and: I want to lead many souls to Christ for my
commission as & vreacher eXpires with death so my only time to
preach Is while I live. I ask only er work bi 11 the end of my
work. I have often been told that I awm working tos hard s but my
time bo work for YJasus cannot be long ef the longest, and I do
not want to d@lzb@raﬁalg pluck the sters out of heavents crown
gnddl swep them for s few hours of self-induvlgence. I expect to
pass thig way but onee thersfore I want to do all the good T cen
end help ss many a=: poassible. T wish I econld éo a thousand times
the work for Him. Bven though ﬁzght doss pot eome Lo wme For vesrs
yet it does come to those whom I sm commissioned to win to Jesus,
Pe@Jggs someone has given us an opportunity to corwerse with a-
beut Yhrigt, set & worthy example before, exercise a constralning
power of bh?isﬁiﬁﬁ love snd while we waibed, hesifaﬁe@, deferred,
procrestineted, ete., night came and never agein will the door bhe
opened tc him. It means bsnishment from God, eternal night, and
deprivation of all 1ight.
Hight cometh, dey wanes, opportunlity rasses, sternity hastens.

Hight here means desth, tﬂ@ ending o
it
"2

& Certainity That Tf The i Time Is Yok Utilized, There Will Be Ho
Other.

Fe wust cesse from ocur labors for Jdesus tells us tre © the night
iz coming. He tesches uws that the Lime for work will expire and
thet there is no possivility of performing any work i e?eafte
There iz no repenting, belleving, and dolng the works of Ghﬁ?lt?
in the greve. All nsed to prepars for dreth.--=£ Young prince
azked his tutor to give him some instruetion sbout preparing for
death. ”P&@ﬁﬁy of time for that when you are older)™ was the re-
ply. "HoP?, sald the child, "I have been to the churchyerd apd
messupred the graves, and thew sre many shorter than I am." If
you do not prepare for your meeting with God before wyou lay down
this 1ife you wlll never have the opporitunity to do so.

¥y lmst word to you iz coms te Jdesus and lav held on ebernal
imf‘«:‘ns



"WORK FOR THE WIGHT I8 COMING®

Work for the nightis coming,

Tork throuwgh the morning hours;

Worlk while the dew 1z sperkling,
Work 'mid spripging lowers:

Work when the days grows brighter,

Work in the glowing sung
Work for the night is coming,
When menWwork ls dore.

I—~Work for the night is coming,
Wory threugh the sunny noon;
7111 brightest hours with lsbor,
Hest comes sure and soong

Bive every [lying moment,
Sowething to ¥esp In store;

Fork for the night ls coming,
They man works no more, :

—%ork for the night is coming,
Trder the sumset skiesg
;
_ Work for daylight flies;
#ork till the last beam fadeth,
Fedeith to shins no more;

¥rile thelr bright tiats are glow

Jreom

Fork while the night is dasrkining,

Ehen mants work iz otép,

B,
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A Heceessity to Lebowy = Y1

-

He oo 118 not help himeelf, He was under res! he was compgiled. Thé cords which

v, however, were the cords of his de =y were ths cords of Jove whid
It wap beeause he loved .the sor sen so well that he could not sit
1 S8 ;hbﬁ,bc su Trom hesven and be an inm g3

30 much misery,

rish,
carelsss, leltering spectalor of so much «

Hot only was it the love within which msde the
without which compelled him,

1 ag if we must work? There 2re 50 &
feed! nav, they must be fed. There ars sone Mo fesl as if they must =l
fault with other people’s work. Meny must be excused workin T

Christian —- to ghun work For Christ, Then who must I wo

ﬂnv'oroLebLG g vho feel that they must
st alwayve ©

]
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5
m
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Cur Jove is caused by Christ. FHis iove % 1 that we must work for him,

& Speciality of %ork —-— "I must work the works of him thet sent me. !

There are plenty of people who say, "I must o but there are very few who =5y,
T must work the works of him that sent me.¥ ovie fesl the compulsion of

werking to get on o support ¢ f71ily. Yery proper indeed. Sonme work

in ordsr to get fam

Cheserve the character of the work which Christ verformed. It wes not & work of his
own “evising. His works were works of pure philsnthropy to men, and of entire
consecration to God.

Fach Christisn is personally to do the work of him that sent hin,
& Limitetion of Time -~ Uwhile it is day.¥
Hemembrencer of Cur Mortaliiy -- Tthe night cometh.!

Tou cznnot put it off. The night coweﬁ

flock; Tor the evengelist, who h?s preac
tescher, who hasg ioved her charge; for

ﬁ:}
[

H
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HThe nignt comeih.? The night cnwe%ﬁ for
he mother, the faughter, the husberd, the
A

s
t th i oht
t the Elgu.

hall 3 ,ou,geeﬁ to be re

m r:!»

=1 o man can work.'

EPIT - 1867 - Spurgeon, p. 338

METROPOLITEN TABL

T just before He procseded
when His work on eaprth
imperfect, no act which He
o : e could show forih the glory
of the Father and the o oter of His own iU‘DQL unzegonmnlishesd,

These words, 28 you will
te heal = bilnﬁ ren. The
would be finished, and

had meen sent to do
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which he is in grest danger of oot

FTach man has s grest work given 3& him to do,

FPinally, let us remember that net only rﬁpiély to uvs, but that it
is alse fallling rspidly on otherss &0 mossible to work for them,

sven while our o

o dey is still

-

May God give us grace and g g e
during 21l the time He hes allottied
glory, now and sever, through Jes

DRESSES - Plint - p. 284

"o the Pharisees, wh » the Sabbath, he
replisd: My Faother is the great
i

Yorker of the universe, Hs '. is who .
There was in Jesus the supreme uwrge o work.
of genius. In Jesus it the oroofs
Father in the &

the works of
in c%e Wwork

e are co-i 5
Thet is ocur v our duty, our g
3 kinﬁFOE work of esire Lo get off
with as 1ittle 28 Do forget that hat work is Gedld
Cooperstion with God Eals veople w oall, Some
like to see the work of God done, %vu prefer t. Vhen Christ
calls bo his service he o=l S o wor{ quv 1 crested in
Chriet Jesug for good works s eiective plsn
and purpose. He has drafted

thet the worl? owes every man
Toes God.
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