TEE EIRTE FBOM ABOVE
John 3:1-13

Amonig those vwho witnessed the wsik and the work o* Christ warﬁwg the memorsble Passover
weak in Jerussiem wag Nicodemus, one of the most interesting znd fascinating personsiitiss
~withrwhom-our Tord-deslt in His sarbthly minmigbry. ~0f this cutebs p

wes 2 men of the Phnarisees, nomed Hicodemus, 5 rulsr of the Jews.

The Pharisees compesed the most paitriotic, populesr, and powerful pariy. They were noted
for thelr orthodox creed and thelr punciilicus obgervance of the Jewish ritusi. Ths
Pharisgees were proud, self-rightecus, exclusive, boastful of their good deeds, atrict ad-
ious worship.
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herents we traditioenal belisfs, szud very precise in thelr r

Nicodemus was 2 member of the Sanhedrin, the supreme court of the Jews. This very pesi~
tion demanded and invelved an 1rr@puoacha ble 1ife, o splsndid repubsiion, s good education

& grest power, & wide Influence, and Sremendous responsibilities. To him the people 100£¢§
for instruction and geidence.

Kicad@mus wag » man of culiure, refinsment, scholarship, and zeal for the law. & man of
?“ring and intelleciusl scumen, hs wag fsmilisr with the Q1d Testament and conversant
rith philosophy. He was 2 respeoisble and model citizen. He wos the kind of 2 man whe

.a‘ﬁﬂ_d pay hig debls, be kind in the home, 2nd live pesceably with his neighbors. He was

one of the most religious men of his day, sincere in his convictions and in his desire o

do right. FKicodemns had an inguirving ﬂ&ﬁa, arxi 2 passion for the btruth. Consequently,

ne refused %o let prejudics blind hiwm. Be koew that it wos sszsy for cne bo ¢lose his
wind b0 the trubth thst he did not care to sccepd, to shut his eyes Lo that which he did
not wish to sese, snd Lo siop his sarg to the wesszsgs that he did net want to hesr. Hico-

demug 2180 knew that such conduct was just asg dangercus sz it wae easy, $o he ﬁetermined
b ” "~ ed (=] 5
T n and o follow the truth.

Even though Nicodemus had posibion, presiige, prosperiity. and power, there was still =
real vold in hie heart. He wse very religious, bub he was not gaiisfied. He lmew that
something was lacking in his 1ife. He wag sware thet he had not learned the resl secrst
of the best way of 1life, btut he wss convinced, on the basis of what he had seen and hesrd,
that Christ knew that secret.

Although Hicodemus wzg 2 very learnsd man, thers wers severszl things that he did not know.

E T
Fortunate was he in rezlizing thst he did not kmow everything, as is frue of every other
person whe comes Lo this S aﬁ&ﬁ.3ﬁ£iWWQEd;mwwzﬁw{ﬁaﬂstaﬁﬁﬁhmu
was mgking Tor Himsell; aliso, the ¢l b 5 eolleagues in the Sanhedrin were making
avoul the Christ. He was perplexsd becsuse some wers worshipping Christ, whereas, the

intimate associates of Hicodemus were condemning Him.

Unwiiling to be swayed by either group, Hicodemus thought that he hzd 2 personsl respongi-
ility to investigate the person and work of Christ for himself. Hungry for the truth,
and anxious to hear what Christ had Lo say aboub the way of sslvstion and 1ife, ihis
sristocrabic and open-winded scholar decided o seek sn interview with ths Lord Jesus.
He belisved thait z men in his position was responsible for getting ?QCﬂxﬁue, Filrsthand
informstion in the most precise faghion possible, and in such » way thet if would nod
er.
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Jeopardize the public pescs aznd orde

This famousg scholar wes T
&

air encugh to want %o exsumine =
Judgment upen Chrisi. Resclved o obtein the tru

A ity &
even bthough the rest

C
fnd to listen to whait He had to =av, of th )
to Christ and refused Lo take the time and trouble to inguire into His clm4mh. One
memorstle night, under the cover of davkness Nicodemus msde his silent and unperceived
way through the stresis of Jerusglem, out the gate which wag kept cpen 211 night durin

5iﬂ§ wen we reads YTheres o
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the weel of the ?3hh0ver, down the sigzeyg peth and acrose the bed of the Kedron, then up
the slope te the Mount of Qlives, among the tents snd stone houses, to find the humble
sbode in which the Lord Jesus was lodging for the night, which was probably s tent.

Bowms heve branded the cow¢nﬁ t0 Christ ot night as an sct of cowsrdics on the pard of
fisséemﬁs. ﬂﬁhers hawe inbterpreted it as an 2ct of cavition snd prudence by which he was
able to svert wigunders tanﬁing and bitier criticiswm frowm influentisl friends. Ti is

certainly reasonsble Tc assume that he came in the night for privecy, for he could net
have had 2 lengbhy interview during the dsy without beling imterrupied. The wonder is
thet ¥icedermus overcsme higs upbringing and h?q rejudicial views enough to aspprosch
Christ a2t all. The imporitant thing was net the motive for his conlng, but the fact thst
he ceme. Tt was muchk bebtiter for him Lo come 2t night then noi o come ab 21l.

t Christ was easily sccessible snd happily spproachable.
cistes, who had reached the same conclugion,
, "Rabbi, we know that thou =rt » lescher come Ircm God."
He znd others were convinced by overwhelming swvidence thet He was 2 teacher Who had bes
compissioned by and sent from God. He acknowledged that the mirse Christ constibubed
valid evideace of the spproval of God upon His ministry. He was sure thai no one could do
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the wighty works which Christ did unless God was with bim.
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demue to His mirscles, with startling sbrupbress cur Loz
ity and the nsti £ the birth from sbove. He teld him
the sstonishing fsct that unlesg is born znew oy from zhove he cpn never see or enter
the kingdom ¢f God. Hiscodewus was ssicnished 2t and bewildered by Christls statemsnt:
“Except z men be born sgain, he camnot ses ths g ingcom of God.® He assked, "How Can

be porn when he is old?¥ ﬁeccgﬁiziﬁg the intellectuality, abilisy, popa}ariEV, and
cerity of Nicodemus, with tender satlire Christ sald, "Art thou 5 mester of Israsel
knowath not e things?® This illustrsies the fast that 1t is possible to know m
things, snd yet know very 1itile sbouit the thiogs most worth knowing, the things that
matber mosb angd in desth, in dime and in eternity.

Ignoring the refersnce of Nic
talked Bo him sbout the neces
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T. The Hoturs Of The Birth From Above.

o

i. From the negative viewpoint.

{1} Tt ig not the matursl birih.
Chrigt clearly distinguished the itwe births when He ssid, "That which is born
of the flesh is flssh: and that which is born of the Spirdd iz spizii® {verss
6}. Just sz we arve born inbo this world by a physical hirbth, sc we sre born

into the kingdow of God by » spiritusl bivih.

{2} Tt is not the education of the nelural man.
Eduecation dizpels ignorance snd eliminates cosrse tastes and crude practicss,
but 1t csm neither produce the birth from sbove nor ssrve g8 2 substitute for
it.

M

the reformetbicn of the outward men.

regeneration is the work of God. The new
e f

birt g an t of ﬂo ing reforming process on the part of men.
(L) It iz not living » worzl life.

ty, and upright citizensghip

Decency, respectabllily, m@rglity, honesty, generosity,
¢t the new birth. "Hobt by

sye splendid snd laudable, bubl they can never effe



it.

works of righitecusness which we have done, bub sccerding to his mercy he seved
ug, by the weehing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Spirit; which he
u“ed on us abundantly through Jesus Christ ocur Ssviour® {Titus 3:5-6).

{5} It is not a profession of religicn.

Bvery person is religious, and worships somehody or something. But, 2 msre
profession and an actual possession of sslvetion are not the same.

{6} It is not having s change of Ffeeling.
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Feelings sre coften changad Ly the weather, the condition of the heslth, and oy
the circumstances of 1ife. One msy have 2z change of feeling hout regens
on, but one cannot experisnce the new birth without s change of feeling.
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It iz not Joining a2 church.
o o

s chureh withoudt being born from sbove, and this
d people ought not o bs church members, tmt every
mber of a Hew Testament church.

"Born again® or "Born from sbove® ig a
conveys the ides .of 2n enlrance upon s new ife~ The birth from above 1ls the im~
artation of the divine nstuvre Lo human bsings. I0 is the infusion of the divine

D8
1ife inbo the humsn soul. A48 ;n the first, or physical, birth we become pasriskers
of human n=ziure, so in the gecond, or spiritusl, birth ws become pariskers of the
divine nafure. We receivad ths naziure of our pﬁrents when we were born physically,
and we received the nsture of God whsn we were born spiritusliy. The oirth frow
sbove 1s wrought by the power of God., It iz never z humen schievement, bub

glweys a performance of God.

The Manner O The Birih From Above

How is the birth fror above br ougbt about? Sinee it is sccomplished by the Lord, we
i d awesome. He freguently does things

The author of the birth from sbove is God. "Which were borm, not of tloed, nor of
the will of the flesh, nov of the will of mnu, but of God" {John 1:13). The agent
of the birth frem sbove is the Holy Spirit. "That which is born of the flesh is
flesh; and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit" (John 2:26). The instrument
by which the birth from szbove is brought zboubd is the Word of God. "Being born
agzin, not of covrruplibls seed, but of incorrupiible, by the word of fGod, which
1iveth =nd abideth forever® {I Peter 1:23}. The chsnnel through which it comes is
faith., "For ye are 211 the children of God by faith in Christ Jesus® (CGalatians
3:26}). "For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotbten Son, thobt who-
soever belisveth in him should not me?iwﬁ ut have everlasting life® {John 3:16).
Paul said, "By grace szre ye saved through fa?th, angd that not of yourgelvzg: it is
the gift of God: not of works lest any men should boast® {fphesisns 2:8-%).

The Necessity Of The Birth From Above.

The necessity of this birth is founﬁ in the innate sinfuiness of human nature. "For
a1l heve simned, and come short of the glory of God® (Homans 2:23). "For the wagss
of gin 3& deathy but the gift of Gad is eternal 1ife through Jesus Christ ocur Lord®

{Romens 6:23).



To emphagize The fact that the birtb from sbove is not & luxury, bul an ehsolute
necessity, Christ three times in this chapbter sszid, "Ye must be borm again.” These
words were addressaed by our Lord to Hicodemus, whe was sn sexalbed type of what
edueation, refinement, culbure, morslilty, sincerit snd religicn can do for =z
person. FEven though he wze the highsst type of 2 m 1, ﬁ;ﬁOJeth ngeded to be born
from sbove. This goes to show that there cannel be any exception to the nsed of

regenerabion. It iz indispenssble to sslivation. ﬂibhout it you will never enter
hesven. Have you been born from sbove? "Ye must be born again.t

IV. The Evidences Of The Birth From Above.

How dogs one know that ke has heen born from shove?

M

1. By the testimeony of the Spirit of God.
g I

When one hes experienced the birth from asbove, *he“ is an inward impre =1
whereby the Holy Spirit witnesses o thst fact. "Ths Sp;r.}fa‘. himself b

witness with our gpirite, thet we are ths cnilaren of God" {Romsns 8:16).
that believeth on the Son of God hath the wiitness in himself® (T John 5:10}.

2. By his love for (od's children.

"We know thalt we have passed from death unte life, because we love the brethren.
He that loveth nobt his brother abideth in desth™ {I Joha 2:1h). A born-zgsin psrson
delighte in fellowship with God's people. It is just as nstural for borm-sgain
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souls Bo love thoss :he arm in Godbs family sz it is Tor us o love those who asre
related o us by ties of hlood.

2., By his victory over sin.

"For whatscever is born of God overcometh the world, sven our Ffeith" (I John S:h).
Thoge who heve experienced the birth from above mske 2z preciice of doing the things
which are right in God's gight and in zecordence with Bis will which is revealed

in the YWord of God. The mew birth expels sin, repels Satesn, and impele godly
sabion and victorious 1iving.

L. By 2 desire to please the Lord.

Hind hereby we know bhet we know him, if we keep his commendmente® (I John 2:3).

When one is born from shove, self iz debhroned and Christ 1s enbhronsd ag Lord snd

Master. Thereafter, 1ife is wnder new menagement, and one's greatest embition is
t. Only this birth ?rom shove can bring s soul %o the place whars

te pleaze Chri
\

the Lordfs wi

s8t.
1 is its supreme delight.
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5. By a chenged 1ife.

The birth from above trans:
ambitions, motives, purpose

ormg our thoughts, tagtes, affections, inverests,
poges k? xs,

i
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R eﬁdovmeﬁt habjk Judgments, fears, cublogl
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%, snd hopes. The things we forme ye@'@dﬁerm iﬂﬁw,amsmm &ﬂ%s
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dugc 3
we habed previcusly we now love. YIf any mean be In Christ, he is 2 new creaiurs:
old things are passaed away; behold, all things are become nsw® (I Corinthisns
5:17). After one has been born from above, hs thinks, fesls, acclées, and acts
differently. Hs loves what God Jjoves and habtes what He hate:

UJ

6. By a passion for the unsaved.

He is willing =nd

Every regeqa?zuea paerson longs for the salvaiion of others.
igb sg Baviour., snd therehy come

anxious Lo try to psrsuade others bo receive Chri
Lo know the jovs of having besn born of God.
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Have you tean born from above? Are you = pﬁrquer of the divine

asking £ you sre a church member. I am simply asking, Have you experienc d the nsw
biroh? 11 not, you are lost. guz, even if you are lost, you need not remsin in Shat
condition. If you will repent of your sins =2nd receive uh”lbt as your Ssviour, the
divine nsture will be imporied to you.

If yow are not 2 child
the only one ¥Who can s
Without any further 4eiay5 "Believe on the L
Won't you do that now?

of God, then vou are lost ginner, and you know that. Christ is
c t Him now as your personsl Soviour
d Jegus Christ, and thou shalt be ssved.

""J

H3h sioner, bhis message of Jesus believe,
Just epen your heart snd salvetion recelvs;
cat n heaven's domsin,



