REFUSING LIFE

"And ye will not come to me, thati ye might heve 1ife.” (YAnd ve are unwilling to come
to me, that 1life ye may have.") ~- John 5:40

Christ Jesus gsve up the glories of heaven snd came down to this earth to make it possible
for every man to obtsin etermal l1ife, He went up and down Hig netiveland offering this
1ife as a free gift to =11 who would come to Him. But the grest majority would noi come
to Him, in order that they might obtain this life which He offerad so freely to them.
They would come in vast crouds to see His mirmcles, and even to listen to His teachings;
but they would not come to Him and put thelr trust in Him as their Saviour and Lord.
Naturally His hesrt wes aching and weli-nigh breasking over the folly srd ingratitude

of those whom He came to save,

One day He was surrounded by a great crowd of curicsity seekers and miracle-mongers. 48
He looked over the vast assembly and saw the sickness, the want, the misery, and the souwdiw
destroying sin and unbelief that there were among them, His heart went out toward them in
unutterable sympathy and longing. Fleintively He gaid, "Ye will not come to me, that ye
might have life.” :

Our Lord wes addressing himself to & group of unbelieving Jews who devotedly believed that
one dsy God would send a Messish to the earth to save His people. Their prophets had pro-
claimed His coming so oftem and so clearly that they lived in daily expectation of fis
appesrsnce among them. But when Christ came, He was not the kind of Messiah they had
expected; hence they cast Him out.

Jestus told them that they had received sbundant evidence of His being the one sent from
God, but yet they had rejected Him, and He solemnly cherged this home upon their consclences.
There is, perhepe, no betier evidence of the truth of our Ssviour's mission thern His
charscter, life, and miracles. The truths which He revesled, the perfections which He
displayed and the wonders which He wrought, all went to show that He was anointed of Gad,
and sent to be the Saviow of men.

Tn substance Jesus seid, "I offered vou life and you would not have it.t You could have
been saved, but you refused to be.? 91 called, but you refused to come." Thus He placed
the responsibility for salvstion and for Aemnation on the individual. The door to heaven
was flung wide open, but some refused to enter it, There w2s a fountain opened for sin
and trensgression, but some refused to plunge into it. There was a call sent out from
heaven for all men to repent and to be saved from their sivs. Some heard it and accepted
it, but others heard it arnd refused ito accept it. With all His heart aching with dis=
appointment, in tones of yearning pity Jesus said, "And ye will not come to me, that ye
might have 1life.?®

Christ is a living person, full of the power to save. He has not plsced His salvation

in any other person or thing, but He has kept it in himself; and if you want %o have 1it,
vou must come to Him. He is still the one source of eternal mercy. There are other
suppcsed ways of salvation, bub Christ is the only real way., He is a sure way. HNone
heve ever tried Him and failed. He is also an open way.

Reasons Why Men Do Not Come To Christ.

How strange that when there is a Saviour who is adequate for the whole world, so few come
to Him to be saved, If a life-boat went out to a wreck, and it was sufficient to bring
back the entire crew, but it returned with less than half of them, vou would inquire why
the rest 4id not come back on it., Just so, after Chrisi has come to seek and to save that
which was lost, and vet the mejority =zre wnsaved, it behooves us to inguire why 80 many

are not saved by Him. Why are men lost? This is 2 serious question. It is a serious
thing for a2 soul to be lost eternally. As surely as thers is such a place 28 hesven, .
there is such & place as hell. As svrely #s there is such a thing as salvation, there’

is such a thing as condempation. #As certainly as there is such a thing as eternal happi~
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ness, there must be suchk s thing as eternal umhsppiness. For & msn to lose his soul in
a hell of eternsl misery and woe 1s 5 terrible thing. Then, why ere they lost?

1. Negatively.

(1)

(2)

It is not the will of God for any to.be lost.

Some teach that before the world wes msde God predstermined the ebternal salvation
of some and the eternal damnation of others. They plece certein men under God's
wrath and srgue thet nothing they can do will change thet decree of God. "This
teaching is wnseriptural. It mskes God wholly responsible for the lost condition
of men. Remember that God's calls are 2ll conditional. If we eall on Him, He will
answer, but we must call on Him, If we repent, He will foergive, bul we must repent.
If we accept Him, He will save us, but we must accept Him. God's decrees include
ow part as well as His part, They depend on our complying with the conditions asg
well as with Gof's fulfilling the promises. God does not want men to be lost. He
has voiced this by every prophet, every apostle, and every writer of the sacred
scriptures. Ezekiel recorded the statement, "Say unto them, as I live saith ths -
Lord, I have nc pleasure in,the death of the wicked, but that the wicked turn from

‘his way and live. Turn ye, turn ye from your evil way, for why will ye dis?®

Peter said, "The Lord is not slack concerning His promises as some men count slack-
ness, but is long suffering to usward, not willing that any shouls perish, but that
211 men should come to repentence." John wrote, "And the Spirit and the bride say,
Come. A&nd let him that hesreth say, Ceme. And let him thet is sthirst come., And
whosoever will, let him take the water of life freely." His invitation, Come to
me" is found at least 952 times in the Bible, besides other expressions that cozvey
the seme meaning. Men are not lost because God wsnts them to be lost, for He has
done all that could be done to keep men from being lost. His will is for "all men
to be seved and come to the knowledge of the truth.”

It is not because of anything in Christ.

2. He iz able to save all. A
Christ is quite sufficient to save all. "Behold the Lamb of God who teketh
sway the sin of the world." If He is sufficient for one sinner, He is
sufficient for all.

b. He is willing to save all.
There is no unwillingness in the hesrt of Christ. When one is willing snd
anxious about something, he will do everything in his power to bring it to pass.
Doubtiess when our Saviour spoke the words of this text, His facé wore the look
of sadpnesa. He felt the human wrong against Himself, When Christ wes rejeched
He expressed sorrow for the people who rejected Him. Vhen you reject Him, He
movrns over you because He wanits you to come to Him and be saved, Our text not
only expresses sadness, but longing. He wanis you to come to Him just as you
are. The sinner must come to Christ with his sing and let Christ save him from
his sins, He wants you to come to Him now that you may have everlasting life.
If you fail to come it is not the Saviour's fault.

2. Positively.

(1)

(2)

Ignorance about Christ.
teny have lived under the preached word for years apnd yet Jesus ig an utter

stranger to them, :

Seif-righteousness. -

Many have no real sense of peed., They feel no danger. They flatter themselves
with the hope that they will do well enough without troubling themselves about
coming to Christ. If your ship was sinking, but you aid not perceive it, you would
not get into the life-bost., If you were sick and dying, but were not conscicus of
it, you would not send for the physician, Just so, if you have no consciousness
of being under the wrath of (od, and exposed to hell, you will not come to Ghrist
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that youw mey have 1life. If you look around, you will see thait most men have no
feeling of anxiety sbout their souls. You will find them anxious zbout their
families, about their woney, sbout their business, about their character, and
reputation, but seldom do you find one anxious about his soul, No one ever came
to Christ without being conscious of sin.

{3} Love of sin.
Meny know they are simmers and should come to Christ and be saved. - They alse xnow
that they must leave their sins behind; give them up. If they could continve in
sin and give Jesus the second place, they would be willing to come. They are still
unsaved because they will nct part wlth sin, which is what keeps them a distsnce
from Christ,

(4) Pear of man.
Some are afrzid of what someone might think, say or do if they should accept and
confess Christ., "The fear of man bringeth a snsre.". Some sre afraid of ridicule.
I would rather have a Tew fools to laugh at me here for deoing the right thing than
to have all the demons of hell Yo laugh 2t me throughout sternity Tor doing the
wrong thing. ' ' '

{5} Love of friends. :
Some fear they will lose some friend if they should come. The best friend to have
is Jesus, The time is coming when no emrthly friend ean help you. The time will
never come when Jesus cénnot help vou if you come to Him now. Give Jesus the first
place in your life no matter what earthly love you may lose by doing it,

{6} Unwillingness,
If you are not 8 Christien it is plainly and simply because you will not be. You
can be saved whenever you come to Christ, God will not hinder you 2nd wan cannot.-
Christ offers life and man will not teke it. It is as if 2 starving men would
refuse to est the food spread bhefore him, Chrisi shows thst the werld will not
accept the very thing it most needs. Some time ago 2 man tock his own 1ife by
jumping into the bay. 4 man on the wharf threw a rope within a few inches of his
hands. Instead of geizing the rope he delibersiely pushed it swey and went down
to a wetery grave. Todavy Christ throws out the life-line that every sipking soul
moy be saved with an everlssting salvation. The only difficulty in the wey of
man's saivation is his own rebelilous will:

II. Ressons Why Men Should Come To Christ.

They need to be saved.
They are under the guilt and curess of sin, the power of Satsn, end the wrath of
God. This is the only wsy they will ever get saved.

They are invited to come te Christ.

He says, "Come unto me, all ye that labor =nd sre hesvy laden, and I will give
you rest.® The charch and the Holy Spirit invite you, It is right and best for
us or He would not have invited us.

Their happiness depexnds on it.
One who fails to comé camnat be hapoy.

The blessings derived from coming to Him,



{1) Forgiveness of sins. ’
(2} Pesce of conscience.

(3) Parfect security.

{4) Intimnte fellowship.

{5} Eternal life.

{6) Hope of immortality.

Come o Him and trust Him for these blessings. The momenlt you come to Him you will

receive them., John H:37. Come with s consciousness of sin, with s desire fo
with faith in Christls power to ssve, and with a determination to be obedient
Yield yourself to Him now. It will be the best moment thus far in your life.

of the Person whom you reject, and the life you spurn if you will not come to

be saved,
to Hig.
Think

Christ,
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