CHRIST IN TEHE MIDST

#Then the ssme day at evening, being the first day of the week, when the doors were shut
where the discipies were assembled for fear of the Jews, came Jesus and sicod in the midsi,
and saith wnto them, Pease be unte you.¥ Johm 201G,

For the Christlan, Jesus Christ is central. Fis esrithly 1life was set in the midst of
human history and divides the drames of our race inte twoe great sectioms, the B. 0, and

the A, D, pericds. He, who iz from everlasiing to everlasting, took upon Himself our human
nature and on the stage of this world lived the ome perfect 1life, ¥is brief career was
confined o the narrow limiits of sstine, but 1t was right in the midst of a2 vast ares
over which Greco~Roman civilization held sway. Mere important, His 1ife was lived, not
like that of an sscetic, far from the mte of men, ner in 2 royal palace among & select
elasg, but in the widst of ordinary everydey folk mueh like ourselves.

There are 2 number of instances ir the New Testament where we read of the Tord Jesus

being "in the midst," ocoupying the central place, the vlace of suthority and of vreemimence.
When He was twelve years old, Joseph snd Mary tock Him to Jeruselem., After they had left
the elty and traveled a day's Jjourney they discovered that He was wissing, so they went

baek to Jerusalem, and, alter searching for Him, they feoumd Him "sitting in the midst of

the dectors, hearing them and askirg them quesiions,!
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We cemnot read the New Testament whers it deseribes the days which followed immediately
upon the crucifizion of owr Iord without feeling that this event had viuvnged the disciples
into amazement and despair for the time being. It was not what they expected. Although
Christ bad been careful io warn them ageinst all worldly anticipation, the disciples had
never cuite let go the hope that ene day their Masier would summon some supernatural power
and mount an earthly throne. Iastesd, He was cruvciified and buried.

It will discipline our hearis to falth and patience if we observe the fears and flucltuations
of mind through which the disciples vessed on the first day and evening after the reswrrection.
One of the most dramatlic scenes in the gospel story tock place in an upper roon in Jerusaiem.
That room was a vlace of sad and solemn memory, the scene of the Iast Supper with thelr
Mester. The disciples went to the uvper room, locked themselves in for fear of what the

Jews might do, and in order to think things through, and to decide uven their irmediate
action.

There they were full of disepnointwment concerning Christ. Belisving Christ to be the
Messiah, they had forsaken a1l and followed Him. Only a week earlier they had been in &
state of great excitement as their Mester rode intc the city with the Fosannas of the
threnging multitude in their ears, They had witnessed the subtle atiempls of His enemies
to entran Him in Bis answers to thelr guestions. They had shared in the celebration of
the Passover and the mysterious hours spent in the Garden. Then had Tollowed the arrest,
facilitated by the traiitor Judss. Resistance wes hopeless, in fact, forbidden by their
Mester Who had submitied meekly. VThey a1l forsock Him and fled.®

Tt is not difficult for us to understend their dilemma. The very betiom had been kmocked
out of their iives. OChrist hed been discredited and crucified, sc it was no wonder that
their dreams were at an end, They were £illed with uncertainty end bewilderment, and feit
themselves t0 bs & laughing-stock and objects of ridicule. Their wg?ié %%ﬁ come to an
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end with the death of Their Master. One can hardly imagine a mors Gejec COmDENYs They
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were down and out., They had gathersd In thal upper room, where they had sc often mebt with
Christ, and locked the doors. There they sal shivering with fear, listening fer sounds
that might be the tramp of armed men or the foolsieps of the raging mob, which hed caused
Christ to be put to death, coming to destroy them,

While sharing thelr discouragement and sense of frustration behind the closged doors, a very
wonderiul Eh1mc took place, The Iord Jesus, Wnom they loved and VWhe had died for them
upon the cross of Calvary and hed arisen agsin from the desd, ceme into the room. The

game Iord sl vhose feet they had sai, snd to whose words they had listened, came and stocd
in the midst® of them. Uhal a wonderful experience it must have been for them vhen He
came into thelr midstl Ii was whern they were In such an unﬁapp? ﬂOﬁdlulons with their
winds confused and in darkuness because of troubles from the oubside, and because of their
own miserable thoughts sboub themselves, thei He came into their midst., His presence was
surprising to them because there had not been any knocking from without, The door

had not been umbarred. Fo sound of entering foolsteps had been heard. And yelt He stoed
there in thelr presence. In the hush of silence which pervaded the group they heard a veles
speaking as only their Iord could spesk, and saying, "Pesse be unitoc thee,” We can imagine
how startled they were., UWere they dreanming? Could they be seeing and hearing things?

What right had He 4o spesk o them of pesce and tell them that all wes well? Did He kmow
the sort of world in whiech they were living?

Seeing their guestioning faces, the lord Jesus showed them His hands and His feet. They
legned forward with wonder to look wron the nrint of the malls, the signe of sacrifisial
suffering. EHe alse laid bare His wernded side, and they shuddered when they saw the dreadful
scar where the soldier thrust his svesr. He bade them draw nesr and itouch ¥im, in order
that they might be sure that it was Fis real body which they saw. Then He called for food
and ate in their presence. They knew that He was resl, and not just a fewbasy. He was

the same Jesus Whenm they had knewn. The grave haed not destroyed Him; his was a 1ife over
which death hsd no power, They realizad that He had the »ight to spesk. Fe kmew 211 of

the things that were thresitening them, for He had been threugh all of them, He had won

the right to spesk. Fisz hands and His side were the proef of it.

Convinced thet He was the Lord, they were glad that they had seen Him. They reslized that
there was still something which they could do--they could live in the world as those who
had seen the uvnhealed wounds of the Seviour of men,

Christ allayed the fright and ealmed the troubled minds of the diseciples. He came to give
them peane, to restore the broken relationshipe, to commission them to carry on the work
that Fe had s%ar%eé, and to fortify them with divine power that should suffice for =11
their needs. They did not fully grasp the significance of it 211, bubt He wse in their midst,
the radisnt and irivmphant congueror of death. Thelr whole outlcek was changed, the clouds
were rolled sway, snd the earth was once more steady beneath thelr feet,

It i noteworthy that the first word which our lord brought to His disciples in thelr assembly
on the first night afier Pis resurrsciion was "Peace.® He stood in the midst of that startled
company with that great blessing upon His lips. When they had recovered from thelr fear

and excitement sufficiently to heed His woydﬁ, He said again, TPeace be unto you." His

firet appearance on earth was announced by angel voleces with the same blesged word--peace.
Then, after He had compisted His work and passed away from the world, He came back from

the grasp of death and from the grave to bring the sorrowing the womderful blessing of

neace, This blessed word of the risen Christ iz for usg as well as for the first diseiples.

He comes to give ws = pesce which shall shide in our hearts amid all the agitations and
changes of this present life,

Christ still comes through barred doors., This scriptural incident is e significant
111u5urat10n of & constantly reappearing exnerience of life., As the disciples umittingly
shubt out the risen Iord, so im meny a 1ife the doors are shub against the Sevicur. It is
the tragedy of meny a 1ife that its doors sre shut to Him. Sometimes it ls dus 1o engross-
ment in plessure, in business or in friendsklp., These things, which sre lawful in themselves,
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having = necessary place in any 1ife, may gain such an sscendency as to become our master,
demanding all our thought, energy, strengib and Iife, wntil the one over vwhom they have

gained combtrol is behind closed doors. However, it ie c¢hiefly sin that excludes the Son
of God from & 1ife in which He sesks to be known and served. :

Under whatever circumstances may be His appearance, Christ comes with the same object as

He entered that upper room. Fis first word is one of benediction: "Peace be unto vou,"”

He does not come to increase the storm, bubt o quell it. He does not come to complicate
the problem of 1ife, bub to solve it. He does not come to alsrm us, hubt o 2llsy our fears,
fs Christ did with His disciples, so He does with we. Fe comes unexpectedly. "He comes

in 2 crisis, He always comes to us in our darkest hours, just vhen we need Fim most.

Oh, these bheneficent intrusisns! Vhat would we do without them? When we have lozt hope

peace,

The message our world neesds today is that the One Who was crucified and rose again is in
the midst of humen 1ife here and now. Hig big heart of loving-kindpess suffers with those
who suffer. A1l the evil that has efflicted the world in our time has impesed fresh suffer-
ing on Him,

Have we given Christ the foremeost place in our hearts and lives, in our homes, offices and
businesses, and in g1l of owr service? The secret of effective, vietorieus Christian living
is to invite the Iord Jesus gladly, unconditionally and unreservedly to oceccupy the foremost
vlace in the heart and life., Suppose you do give Him that place of pre-eminence, what will
be the result?

If the Iord Jesus Christ is ™ian the midst® of vour life:

1. Tour 1ife will be neaceful.
‘The very first thing that Christ did when He came into that wpper room and stood

"in the midst® was to stretch out Bis hend and say, "Peace be unio you.® The very first
1 e

thing thet heppens vhen you ask the Iord Jesus to become central in yeur heart and 131
15 that you know =8 you heve never known before, and as you can never know otherwise,
His wonderful pezce pervading your whole persorality. I cennot think of anmy blessing
more to be desired than that of Eis peace. Do you have that peace? IFf vou have nok
yet learned the secrst of experiencing the pezce of God in your heart, Christ is here

e

now, walting and wanbing bo zive you His peace.

These are days in vhich the lives of meny people are constantly £illed with frustrstion.
A large percentage of people are suffering from an snxiely neurosis. They go to bhed
fearful, they wake up fearful, and 21l day long they are cerrying burdens which meke
them fearful. Because so many are gripped by fear, snxiety and worry, their lives are
filled with frustration and discord. If you will only vield your 1ife completely to
Christ, He will banish that fear, that sense of insecurity, and Fe will give to vou

His owm wonderful peace.

2. Your life will be grateful.
If Christ is ™in the midst® of your heart and 1ife, vour life will not only be filled
with peace, but also with gratitude. If Christ showld come and stand here in wisible
Form and hold up His wounded hands and show the marks of Fis Passion upon Fis brow
and His side, you would be overvwhelmed with 2 deep sense of gratitude. You would fall
at FEis feet and say, "lord Jesus, those msrks speak of Thy bloodshedding for me upon
the cross of Calvary." Here is what is wrong with scme of us--our lives are not filled
with gratitude to the lord for Fis dying love. Wheh we are veally F£illed with egrstitude
to Hinm for His dying love, we find that we ave being weaned from our worldliness and
gelf~will and from everyithing that is contrary o His will for us,
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Your 1ife will be joyful.
When Christ came and "stood In the widst.....Then were the disciples glad, when they
saw the Iord." Thus, when He is ™in the nidst® onr lives become neaceful, grateful

and Joyful. Here iz the Christian's seeret of a2 happy 1ife in four words-.'Jesns in
the nidst." When He really comes indto the cenﬁra? position in yoor 1ife, then vou will

know the Joy of the lord which i wnsneakable and full of glory: Jjov such 2s you never
knew before., That does not necessarily mesn that your external conditions will change.
It does not mean that you will never have any troubles or trisls, or that vou will not
be tempted, that you will not suffer less or ewperience gickmess. It does mesn that
if Christ is in the central plsce, you will have His joy deep down in your heart and
soul in spite of whatever circumatances msy surround vou.

Your 1ife will be useful.

When Christ stood "in the midst,™ He s2id, "As ¥y Father hath sent ¥e, even so send

I you.® Think of 1t! As the Father sent the Lord Jesug from the hlcﬁeqz heights of
glory dewn inbo this world to be the Savieur of people, so now the Tord Jesus hes sent
us into the world to sesk the lost, witness to them for Him and fry %o introduce them
to HWim., Fven ihouph‘mamy Chrigtians are not 1iving unseful lives, becsuse Christ is
net preeminent in their lives, vour 1life cazn and will he meeful ¢f Christ is upon the
throne of your 1life,

Your 1ife will be powerful.

In verse twonty«twa we read that when Christ wes in thelr midst "He bresthed on them,
and saith unte them, Receive ye the Holy Ghost," whereupon thelr lives were £illed
with power, and they came to heve preat inf 1&8%@8, Oh, we are so weakl--weak in our
daily llving, weak when it comes to facing the zemptaulonﬁ that come to us, snd weak
in our witnessing, But Christfs word iz, "Ye ghall receive power after that the Holy
Ghost is come upon yous and ye =hall be witnesses wnto me.” VWhen Christ is "in the
midet, ¥ that power is reieasea in our lives and then the mirscles begin to heppen.

It i nov owr werkgng§ but it is Him working threowgh us., It is only when Christ has
been sntbroned in our hearts that the power of the Holy Snirit is released through owr
lives. Won't you ask Christ to be "in the midet" im vour heerit, and 1ife, and hone,
and job, and everytbmng else that has to do with you? If vou wlll do thet, your 1ife
will be peaceful, grateful, jeoyful, useful and pgwerfu¢; :




