CHRIST'S FULNESS
"And ef his fulness have all we received, and grace for grace.” John 1:l6,

Nineteen centuries ago Johm wrote this supreme swmsry of all Christian experienmce.

At that time it described precisely what had happensd to the early followers of Christ.
They were plain people as the weorld would count them. They had no property or wealth,
Few of them had more than elementery schooling. Their sccial status was imferior. Their
country was cceupied by a foreipn power, They belonged to a despised race, Fven among
their own people they were locked upown with seern by meny. But they had been with Chrisi
and an smezing transformation had taken place im their lives, Vhen they were called

upen to explain what had hapoened to them their lubilant statement was: "We have received
frem the fulness of Jesus Christ, grece heaped on prece in endless succession.”

We world bear testimony to the fact that we have recsived a supply from the fulness of
Christ, and that His riches are asvailable teo all men. Ve are not able to give an adeguste
definition ef Christ's fulmess, nor does it 1lie within cur power to make an inventory

of it. Christ is always more then our highest econceptisns of Him, and the sum of all

the best words about Him through the ages are bul a sismmering attempt to express what
His glory means,

I, The Revelation Of Christ's Fulness,

Paul had te deal with mary who had neabt and clever schemes into which they attempted
to £it Christ. The Judaizers sought te comfine Christ within the frame of the Mossie
law, demending that even Centiles must become Jews before they ecould be Christians.,
Seme mystery religioms im the Fomsm Empive attenmted to wrap Ghrist in their seeret
rituals, to which only a fev initiated would have access. Various Cnostic philosophers
were busily at work trying to limit the fulness of Christ to certain years of His
life, or to make His fulness a unere abstraction.

But Paul refused to aceept ary limitations of Christ. Mis words in Colossisns 1:15-20
form the classic stalement of the dimensioms of the fulmess of Christ, "he is the
image of the imvisible God, the firstborn of every creature: For by him were all
things created, thet sre in heaven, and that ave in earth, visible and invigible,
whether they be thromes; or deminicns, or prineipslities, or vowers: all things
were created by him, and for him: And he is before all things, snd by him &1l
things comsist. And he is the head of the body, the church: who is the beginning,
the firstborn from the dead: that im all things be mizht heve the preeminence, For
it pleased the Father thet in him should &ll fulness cdwell; And, having made peace
through the bleod of his cross, by him te recencile all things umte himself: by him,
I say, vhether they be things in earth, or things in heaven” (Colessians 1:15-20).

l. Im ereation.
"For by him were all things created, that sre in heaven, and that are inm earth,
visible and invisible, whether they be thromes, or dominioms, or principalities,
or powers: all things were created by hinm, apd for him" (Colossians 1:16).
John 1:3 states the same feet with equsl clarity, %A1l things were made by
him; and without him was not sny thing mede that was made® [Johm 1:3).

These are steadying words in a day when ovr minds sre sc intensely focused on
atomic epergy. We have caughl a glimpse of the Creator's deposit in Fis creation,
and we stand in swe in ite presence. Ve hold in our hends the possibility of

behishing want and drudgery from The earth, but thus far we have not seemed to
know what to do with this power ezcept to threaten to kill each other with it,
Surely, Christ must bave had another purrose in rlacing such stagrering power
ipte every partiecle of matter,
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This incaleulable depesit of energy im the physicel universe is a divine parable
of the infinitely greater power of MHis love. Even when men chose evil and hid
Trom Ged, the love of Ged could net be thwsrisd: "For God so loved the werld,
that he gave his only begotien Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not
perigh, bul have everlasting life.® :

2. In His incarnatiorn.
In Jesms Christ, Cod came to Iive among us. "And the Word was made flesh, and
dwelt among us, {znd we bekheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten
of tha Father,s full of grace end truth" (John 1:14)., Paul expressed it in the
following words: "For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through
the flesh, God sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, amd for gin,
condenned sin in the flesh® (Romens 8:3). ¥Iet this mind be in you, which was
also in Christ Jesus: Who, heing in the form of God, thought it not rebbery
to be equel with God: But mede himself of no reputetion, and took upon him the
form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men” (Philippians 2:5-7).

When Jesus Christ came to esrth He was co far shead of what men exypéeted or

what they have seen sinee thet He stands az the one unigue persom in all history.
His character was so pure and ¥is mastery of 1ife so complete that Fis enemies
could find no other indictment against Him then thet ¥e did goed on the Sabbath,
that He let a sinful women touch His feet, and that ¥e ate with simmers, He
could vurn His clear eves on the sly watchers smong Fis audience and challenge
them: "ilhich of you convieteth me of sin?" (John 8:46), and under His gaze

they wished the earth would swallew them up., Finally, they had to summon false
witnesses to put Him to deeth. DBub some recelved Eim, and to them He gave the
power to become the children of God.

3. In His vietery ever Satan,
In Jesus Christ is redempltion from sin. The chief humen problem is sin., Sim
is man's declaration of indeperdence of God; it is man's rebellion against
God; it is man's aspivation to take the plzce of God. Constant attempts have
been made to explain away sin or to minimize its importance., But sin remains
the mest stubborn fact of 1life, and man esnnot save himself in spite of his ingenious
attempts to do so. Mam needs a divime Ssviour. He reeds Chrisi. '

4. 1In the fellowship He estsblicshes among Christians.
~ The fellowship of believers derives its glory from the fulness of Christ., Around
the world people of all tongues and nations know the Christian fellowship
which transeends the barriers of langmage, culture and customs. There is no
fellowship like that which we enjey in the family of God.

We do not elaim that this fellewship is perfect. As we think of the fellowship
of the believers, we realize that there are imperfections. We de not imderstand
each other as we should. We do not love each other ss we eught. We sometimes
guarrel over mineor things and neglect those of greater importance, We can never
be exempt from the obligation which Christ laid upon us in John 15:12: ¥This

is my commandment, That ye love one another, as I have loved you."

When the word "fulmess" is applied te Christ in the New Testament, it always has

a special meaning. It refers to His divine completeness. It means that Fe has a1l
the attributes and powers of God. Tt declares that He possesses every excellence
and contains every resource,

There is in Christ a fulness of essential deity, for, as Paul said, "in Him dwelleth
all the fulness of the Godhead bodily.¥ In Him there is a fulness of perfect manhood.

is..zlsg a fulness atoning ef{icacy in His blood, for "the blood of Jesus
Eggfgt, Hl% gon,Lc eanse%g usegrgg all sin?” There isoa’fulness of Justifying
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righteousness im His 1ife, for "there is therefore now no condemmstion to them that
are in Christ Jesus." There is ¢ fulness of grace to pardon, to regemerate, to sanctify,
te preserve and 1o perfect, Im Fim there is a fulness beyond our ability to imagine,

There is Jeid up im Christ, as in a treasury, & boundless supply of all that any

sinner ean meed in time or eternity. He is rich in merey, grace, wisdom, love,
righteousness and salvation. He sbounds in everything that a soul needs for its
salvation, In Him there is encngh for all, emough for each, and enough for evermore.

He has a fulness of salvation for cur deliversrce frem gin, of wisdom for our instruction
of strength for our weakness, snd of grace for s11 cur needs.

The Receptlon of Christ's Fulness.

This verse suggests the thought of fulmess and that of filling. His fulness constitutes
an inexhaustible reservoir. Owr fillins reminds us of an illimitable endowment.

Oh, what a fulness He has! Oh, what spiritual destitution we have! This abundance

in Christ is exaetly suited and intended teo meet our need, bo supply our deficiency,

to relieve our poverty and to satisfy owur hunger and thirst.

There is something depressimg sbout an empty basket. It may be stremg, It may be
very well made, I may even be guite artistic. But if it is empty it is felfilling
no purpese and is a useless weight om your arm. :

In the empty basket there is & psrable of huwern life. 4 man may possess apn atiraetive
personality, he may be eultured and talented, but apert frem God his 1ife is empty

of good. Ivery believer hes & need before (od. None of us have approached so near
to Him that we canmet draw amy nesrer. None of ws are so conformed to Pis image

that we cannot become more 1ike Fim., Nome of us are reflecting so clearly the glory
of the lord that we cannot reflect it better.

Does our text find an echo inm your exverience? Have you received of Christts fulness?
Have you availed yourself of FHis great power? Have you gazed into the depths of

His Jove? Have you drunk from the never-failing fountains of Fis grace? Do veu

now crave to be filled with Christ's Pulness? If 80, you are very near te blessing,
for He fills the hungry with good things. :

If you are a Christian, then, you have received, out of Christ's fulmess, the priceless
gift of peace with God. You could not find any way to get right with God. Your
conscience was trowbled, You dreaded to meet your Judge, for vou realized that

you were His enemy. Youw searched for peace, but without success. Then you came

to Christ and trusted Him. You cbtained "peace through the shed blood of Ws cross.t
Sinee then much more of His fulness has been opened wp to Yol.

A3 ve stand amazed in the presence of Christ and see His indeseribable gleory, Why

do ve so often fail to experience the fulmess of Christ? Our failure to live the
maximgn Christian life springs from our wnwillinghess to fulfill the conditions whereby
Christ can have full possession of our lives. Forgiveness is not all that God has

for ws., Many Christians drift through 1ife without krowing mmch more of grace then
this. TForgiveness ls s marvelous gift, bub, after all, it is only the clearing away
of the debris of past sins to meke way for the bwilding of a Christian life.

Perhaps just now vom need sbrength for trial. You may need to be braced against

the shocks of time. Or, you may need patience under the little difficulties of life.
You need grace or divime help. If things get worse tomerrow, He says, "My grace

is sufficient for thee.®

Of course it is! The fish might as well doubi the sufficiency of the ocesn as that
you should doubt the sufficiency of God's grace. Orace comes like the waves of the
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ocean. when one blessing comes there is another clese behind it., Plenteous grace
with Him is found; 211 the grace vou shall ever reguire between now ard glory you
shall find stored up in Fim. There iz no end to the boundlese resources which there
are for every believer in the Iord Jesus Christ to meet all of his needs as they
arise, Hig grace conbinuaily £ills wp snd supplies all of our needs, There is no
lack in Him. Whatever your reeds may be, His resources sre equal to them,

Streteh out the hand of faith ard take 2ll thst vou need from Christ's fulness.

His supply is far greater than your need, Fowever, we carmot receive Fis fulness
if our vessels are half full with our own meritsz. We must be emptied of self befeore
Christ can fill our hearts and minds with Himsel?., It is only when we stend before
Him as the "poor in spirit™ thst we ean receive the blessing of Christ's fulness.
Without personal commitment to Christ we cannct receive and enjoy Fis fulness,

Who would dare to set a limit where boundle®s grace is concerned? Tt matters not
te the Iord what you are whenm He tekes you wp, for He seces what you ean be when
His work is cempleted. It is mot naturel telent, buh Christ's fulness, that mskes
the difference between a man like D. L. Moody and a fruitless Christian.

There is no limit to the pessihilities for a Christian in view of Christ's fulness.
er
e

Christ's fulness always carries certain obligatioms with it, It is the obligation
of love freely tsken but never relinguished. Tf we drew from His fulness of grace
and truth, we must communicate them, we musi tell about them and bear witress to
them. Christ's fulness puarsriees that our resources for this tagk will be adequate.
He never gives us a task without slso giving uws the means and the ability to de it.
Christ wants us to leave nll apd follow Him. Fut how small that "all" is beside

the fulness of Christ}?

"Here the whole realm of nature mine
That were a present far too small.
love so amazing, so divine,

Bemands wy soul, my life, my all."



