CONDEMMATYCN OR SALVATION

"For Cod sent not his Son inbo the world to condemn the world: but that the world
through him might be saved: He that believebth on him is not condemned: but he that

believeth not is condemned already, because he hath not believed in the name of the
only begotben Son of God:™ John 3: 17-18,

In the very beginning CGod placed man in a beautiful garden, with every inducement
to right living, with every provision for his needs and with every possible stimulus
for his nobler instincis. He warned man of the danger which he shovld avold, a
danger that would bring defeat and death. GCod did sverything He could, except
cosrce a free being, to lead man to choose voluntarily the best,

Then, afier man had chosen the avil, in open violation of all that God had said

and done, and brought upon himself condemnation, God made an effort to reclaim him
from his fallen stabte and to enable him to bacome the possessor of eternal life,

God was concerned aboub man becauss He loved him, and that in spite of the fact

that man had rebelled against Him and disobeyed iHis commandment.

God's love for men is universal. He does not love the rich and despise Lhs poor.
He does not love the learned and ignore the unlearned. He loves all men: God's
love is unchanging. He loves in spile of men's waywardness. God's love is unend-
ing. He sayd, "ea, I have loved thee wilh an everlasting leve.” God's love is
unfailing. ¥hen man stumbles intec sin, God's love forgives, When reverses come,
God's love strengthens. When sorrow comes, God's love comforis,

God expressed His love in the matchless and most gracious gift that was ever known —--
For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son.® The purpose of
this gift of His only begotten Son was "thalt whosoever beileveth in him should not
perish, but have everlasting 1ife." We thank Him for this life which is completely
gabisfyving in its guality and sndless in its duration.

God gent His only begotten Son Into the world, which fact implies the separateness
and the subordination of His existence, Before Christ came the world was full of
ingratitude, idolabry, corruption and rebellion. Therefore, one might have expected
God to send His Son to condemn and to inflict punishment, Moreover, since the world
had persecubted and murdered the prophebs of God, it would not have been surprising
had He sent His Son on an errand of jJjudgment. But the fact remains vhat God did

not send His Son into the world to condemn it. Rather, God gent His Son intc the
world ®that the world through Him might be saved,®

Originally man brought upon himself the inevitable consequences of his deeds by
choosing that which brought death. The sentence of condemnation was self-imposed.
¥uch confusion has arisen because this truth has not been clearly perceived., Per-
haps this misunderstanding has arisen because this truth has not been convincingly
presented by Christian witnessses. If one chooses to teke poison, medical sclence
is certainly not responsible for the suffering and death which follow: these are
simply the nabursl results of his own personal choice., If o man sets fire to his
house, the fire department is not responsible for his home burfing to the ground.
If a man whe cannot swim deliberately jumps from a diving board into deep water,
the lifeguard is not responsible if he drowns. d

Christ did not come to condemn, but to save those who were already condemned. In
salvation, as taught in the Scriptures, there is deliverance from sin, This
deliverance includes pardon, Fforgiveness and cleansing., It includes deliverance
from the guild of sin, the condemnation of sin, the power of sin; the habit of sin
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and the effectis of sin. The one who is thus saved is made a new creature in Chrish,
Something is imparted to him in salvation which he did not have before. He is
rought by spiritual birth into the family of the redeemed children of God, He
bacomes a partaker of the divine nabure,
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How can one get salvation? Can one forgive his own sins? Can he save himself?

Ho! If nobt, then he must have help from someons oubside of self who can securs
sailvation for him. People are nct saved by their own deeds, Bub by Jesus Christ,
"For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift
of God: not of works, lest any man should boast. For we are his workmanship created
in Christ Jesus wnto good works, which God hath before ordained that we should walk
in them” (Fphesians 2:8-10).

"He that believeth on him is not condemed,® What a satisfachory declaration!

Tou kmow that in our courts of law & verdict of 'not pullty” amounts to an acouittal,
and the prisoner is discharged immediastely. Thus it is in the langusge of the
gospel; a sentence of "not condemmed® implies the justification of the simer.

That means the believer in Christ receives now a present jusbification. Faith

does not produce its frults in the fubure, bul now. The thief on the cross wae
Justified the moment that he turned his eye of faith to Christ, Who was hanging

by his side. After all the years of his faithful service, Paul wes nob any more
Justified than was the penitent thief without any service at szll. Iven now our sins
are pardoned, and we stand in the sight of God as though we had never been guilty,
“There is therefore now no condemnaticn to them which are in Christ Jssus® {Romans 8:1),
In the moment you and I believed, it was sald of us, "He is not condemned.” Many
days and years have passed since then, bub it is as true of us now as it was then.
From the moment you believe on Christ, CGod ceases to look upon you as being guilty,
for He never locks upon you apart from Christ.

"He that believeth on him is not condemned.” Do you believe that? Do you believ
hat all responsibility for the sing of the past has besn assumsd by your great
aviour, and that the record is blotted oubt, and that you have nothing to fear?
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The object of our faith is Christ Jesus. ILet your faith behold Christ in His
perfect rightecusness. See Him keeping the law to nerfection, obeying the Father
in everything and preserving His integrity without flasw. Bubt, be sure that your
faith fixes itself upon Christ dying for your sins, Belisve on Him as the Saviour
of your soul, "Neither is there salvation in any other: for thers is none other
neme under heaven given among men, whareby we must be saved™ (Acts 4:12).

"He that believeth not is condemned already.” Who are they who believe not? Are
all of these unbelievers in the underworld or in the congregation of the wicked?
Not necegsarily sc. Some who call themselves Christians are really nobt believers,
What they regard as thelr religious {aith does nolt have a wholesome effect on thelr
lives. They never consuli the Word of God sbout anything. Many church members

are unbelievers, Unbelisvers are those in whom there has not been any quickening
by the Hely Spirit, or any yielding of the heart and life to Christ. The ILord Jesus
has never become & factor in thelr lives, debermining their courses and leading
them to say, "I cannot do that; it would be wrong.”

If you have not velieved on Christ, the verdict is rendered and you are condemned
alrsady. The Judge gives the reason for His jJudgment of the unbelisver, namely,
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"hecause he bhath not believed in the name of the only begotisn Son of God,
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You do not have a right to take the life of another person. Neither do you have
any right to take your own life. To commit suicide is wrong. One who refuses to
helieve on Christ sommits spiritusl or soul suicide. The man who hears the gospel
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and will not believe on Christ is a defermined suiclde,

There is a ship going down in the ocean. All the passengers aboard get in the
lifeboats except one., Those in charge appeal to him to gel in the last remaining
1ifeboat, He replies, "I don't think this ship 1s going downi you may, but I don'i;
se, I am going to stay with it.# DIefore long the ship goes under, taking with it
the only man who refused to get in the 1ifsboat, That is just like the person. who

will not believe on Christ as His Saviour. By his very aetions, if not in actual

words, he says, UL do nolt see any necessity of salvation; I am alright, and T am
going to stay with the ship,” :

Outwardly your 1life may be one of the most highly respected in the community. So
far as others know, you may nobt have broken any. human or moral law, bub the trouble
is yvou have refused Christ admission into your heart and 1life. You are condemmed
already hecause you have "not helieved in the name of the only begotten Son of God,™
By vour very refusal to acecept the salvation which has been offered to you by Christ,
upen: the condition of repenbance and faith, you have simply confirmed yourself in
your own prior state of condemnation, If a pabient will not take the medicine
prescribed by the physician, he thereby yields himself to the disease that has made
him 311, If & sinner will not accept the salwation which is offered o him by Christ,
he thereby surrenders himself to the condemmation of sin, It 1s either salvation

or condemnation? By believing on Christ the condemned simner accepts the remedy
offered him by the Savicur.

Godt's Word tells us that "He that believeth on the Son hath everiasting life.”

The plan then is to believe on Christ Who was forsaken of God in order that He

might bring us to God. Wo man is good enough to be saved, and no man is so bad that
he cannot be saved. No work of rightecusness can merit salvation if we do not
believe, Uo work of unrighteousness can Fforfeit salvation if we do believe, Salvat~
ion is a free gift. "For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal
1life through Jasus Christ our Iord" {Romans 6:23). One is not saved by works,

but for works. He works from the cross and not to the cross., "RBelieveth” denies
salvation by character, refubes salvabion by works, contradicts salvation by culture
disproves galvation by feeling and declares salvation by trust. To reach heaven
there is but one place from which to start, and that is Calvary. There is but ons
way to heaven, and that is Christ., AL what time should we bhelleve on the Son of
T0d? The time is now. Hebody is Justified in pubting off belisving on Christ for
one minute, one hour or onc day. Life is too short for us to be saying, "Tomorrow."
"Now is the accepted time; behold, now is the day of salvation.” Belisve on Christ

now, Say:
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"Cut of my bondange, sorrow and night,
Jesuz, T come! Jesus, I come!l

Into Thy freedom, gladness and light,
Jesus, I come to Theel

Out of my sickness into Thy health,
Out of my want and inmbo Thy wealilh,

Cut of my sin and into Thyself
Jesus, I come to Theel”



