THE WouD oF

Biow thore steod by the eross @@'¥@$ﬁ$ hia abther; amd his -
sotheris sister, Hary the wife of Cleophas; and Hary Hagdalene.
Vhen Jesus therefore saw his mother, snd the digeiple standing
bw, whom he loved, he saith unte his pother,; Woman, behold thy
sonl Then salth he to the disciple, Behold thy motherl Asd
frasm that bhour that disciple took ber unto his ow: home W

Jobn 1912527,

%%@ First word that ﬁ%ﬁ&%ﬁ spohe frow the oross gp Calvary was

& prayer for lis enenies: ¥Father,; forgive them; for they hkaow
ﬁﬁﬁ what. they do.¥ The second ww?% was an answer Lo prayer:.
®1¢ day shalt thowe be with ae in paradise.” This third word was
spoken to Mary, His asother, and to Jobn, His beloved disciple:
Wloman, behold thy %#ﬁg Then aaith he to the disciple, Delwld
tbg m@ﬁ&@?i@ : - ' - '

fhrist é&ﬁnm%ﬁ'é&@ unlamented. There were those present at the
progs whe cared. In thig group weve Four women: Mary, the mother
¢f the Lord Jesusm; her sister, Salome, the wife of Zebedes and the
mother of Jases and Jolm; Hary, the wife {or widow) of Cleophas;
mnd Mary Hagdalene. Johng the beloved digeiple, was there also.
hfter the crowd had b@gﬁﬁ to disp

erpa, these five, who were nearast
Him in loyalty and dovotion, stood near the tross iﬁ silent syspathy.

Cod had ﬁ%@ﬁ%@ﬁ%avy 2 sigeal honor whes ik selected hew %o give
Livth to the SBaviour. %hen the angel appeared to Mary and an-
nouneed that she would give bipth to the Baviounr, he made it @
© point to tell her that she was being honored. He said, ﬁ%@&kg
‘thou that avt highly Tavoured, the Lord ig. ﬁ&kﬁ,ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ &Ea&ﬁ@u
@f& thou among women® {Iuke 1:2E).

How, whes they were grecifying her Bon, ﬁary was present. Bespite
the horvor of it sll, she could not stay away. Her love for jim
coapelled her to gtand by She saw the rough seoldiers drive iLhe
gpikes throupgh His hands and feel, and there was mot a thing thal
she could do gbout it.  Fo aother iz ever called upon to bear a
more heart-breghing experience than te see hwr sen die. fut in
Maryls case there were many attendant circumstances that accentuabéd
her grief. Christ Jesus was saly approximately thisty-three years

of gre and in perféct health. His was nobt g satural desth. He
was being surdered in s smost beartless manner, Altbough He was
innoeant of any wrongdoing, ¥ was dying the desth of a criminal.

Mary was past Tifty years @$”&g@, and under normal conditicons she
soulid have expected Cheist Jegus Lo live toe lay her away iw the
graves There, befovre ﬁﬁ?‘@?&@ He hung, but she was helplesa.
Gladly she would have taken s @1&@@, if she conld have. She
could sge the bleod flowing Troes Hisg wounde, but she Jdared sol try
to stop it. Although s moulth was ?&Fﬁﬂ&ﬁ and He wae ﬁmmm%ﬁﬁ with
fever, sbe dared mot try to give ﬁ%ﬁ ag much ag a drop @x W@t ’
pereft of hope, baffled and para lygzed by t.?m %x‘?s@@ %gm% ?%%E
Sound bo the Dying One with the golden chain of love, U ¢

Ty o read Lhe &%@ﬁgﬁﬁ% of her mind apd the emotions ©
S onrte Eho fne Yho was agonizing there of the eross Wed sl
5§§ %@ggﬂ‘i% w@sﬁw%@ Firgt plauted kisses on that %m@w?w%&ef at
g@&é time wes crowned with thorus. she x% vas win gﬂiﬁ@@ M




hands and feet in their fivst infantile movements. No mother ever .
guffered as Mary did. Regardiess of the age te which & man fives,
he fie always her baby to bis mother. This was Just as true iu Ghe
case of Yary as any obher. ler memory went Dack to His ehildhood
days in Bethlebem and BEgypt. These arms now spread upon the cross
used to cling sbout her neck in perfect infant love. These hands
and feet now pierced and beld by brutal sails were then litile
chubby things upon which she locked with fondest wonder. e was
her pldest son, asd thet nade the tie the etronger, fop belween
such there is usually the eztraordinary compadeship of love, in
her widowhood she hed leaned much upon His streagth. Fow, while
standing there by the cross, her heart must have been stirred Lo
its very deptha. Dut, no matter what her feelings, she did not
faint, go inte hyeterics, or sink to the ground in her griel, bat
stood there bravely, calmly and lovingly watching the Bom of God -
as e died. : : :

ey attituds and action were uuigue. In all the annals of the
history of the human rece there iz no parallel. %What travscendent
vourags and marvelous fortitude she displayed as she pepressed her
grief and stood there silenti Dound te Chelst by the golden chaing
of love, Havy stood there lovally by the cross. Vhere else could
she have stood in that dvead hour? A real mother never Torssikes
her gong; even when he goes down into the valley of shadews. =

Bgaide the cross in tears
- The woelul sother gleod,

Bant *negth the weight of years,
- 4nd viewed Fis flowing blood;
Her nind with priel was torn,

- Her strenglh was ebblng Fast,
Anet theourh bher beart forlersn
The swerd of anguish passed.®

in addition to Hie mother, Chreist's most congénial and intinaiéd
friond and disciple, Jolm, was a witness of the solemn scene.

Jolm was the only one of the discigles who had remaiped faltlhful
through it all, regardiess of the persenal vrisks that were involved.
S0, in He hour of appreosching desth Christ had with Him Che twe
who were nearest and deavest to His of all the people on garth,
nanely, His mother and Ms beloved disciple. In standing by the
erose of Christ they menifested gweat fortitude; strong affection
gnd g ine syapathy. Thiok of the sufferings they had to witness,
and the gpectacle thoy had to see. Thisk of the public scorn and
ridicules to whieh they were exposed. Remember that their very
lives were in jeoperdy.  They gteoud by Him in the hour of ils
greatest trial and eufferings, and vhoen the others had left Uim.
They were helpless, but they went ps far as possible. Decause of
their leve for Him, they 4id all they could. After His disciples
had Jdeserted Him, He frionds had forseken Him, His nation had ve~
Jected Hm and His enemivs had crded out for lis Llood, iis mobher,
Jolm and three pthers stood there al the foot of the oross.

W are impressed by tiw thouzhtfulness of the Saviecur while He was
racked by the most sponiping pais of bédy, mind and spirit. booe
of us think very 1ittle gbout others under any ¢ivemmstances. Dub,

the Choughts of Christ were net upon lHimself; even in His darkest
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hour. %Yhink of the physical ageny of the erosg -~- Lhe strained
Cand fized position of the body: the ocutsireiched amms sailed
through the sensitive nerves of the hande; the lacerated esunds
of the baeck and the hands gnd the feet now inflamed and burning
benesth the pitiless sun; the velns and arteries swelling and
Chrebbing, csusing the wost agonizing torture in the bLrain; the
%mﬂ%ﬁﬁg sun and the dey bot wind csusing an intolerable agnd mad-
dening thiret. In gpite of all thet, Christ¥s thoughte were not
venbered upon flg torn body, tortured aiad or ﬁaﬁk~r%f.$@iﬁzﬁ, _
Inatead, He ithought of those who were stending by His @?@ﬁ%s and
pariiosiariy His mother &ﬁé His beleved disciple. _

In the ﬁ%ﬁ&éﬁg mwwﬁﬁﬁﬁ of ﬁi& %ﬁ@%ﬁ@? 1if$ ﬁﬁ@xsﬁ aought to ﬁ%@ﬁg

comfort and provislon for tlwse whon e loved so dearly. Christ

- mingled out Mary and Johnm for His final beguest and word of coswe
FTort. e did not call thelr ngmes, perhaps in order to yr@&@@%

then fros the angry nob. Dot Hary and Jobn undevatood that. e C

pave them that which should be theirs for the rest of their earihly
days.  When He sshed Havy to look at her son, e was not drawing

her atiention to Hagelf, but He was deliberately directing it te

Jotme . YHe saith unio his mother, Yoman, behold thy sonl® That

was ags Aif le were saying, "From now on, not I, but John, is your

son.” JIf her Son must be taben away, then another auet be given

to her in oprder that ahe may lavigh her love upon him. The greatest

parthly blessiag that sy man possssses is the love and devotion of

some brave and gﬁ&d'@?'@% who. de- @iﬁﬁﬁﬂg o stand %y'ﬁim theough

his diffienitiss.

: ﬂ%w&%%’; knew how mech %ﬁy wns saffering, and How lonely she %&%Eﬁﬁ
be vhen He was gﬁn@. Jupt as le had arranged for & k@a@@ﬁiy howme
for the penitent pobber, so e wes going to provide for s mother
& howme and tender care as loug &5 she would peed them, opr until
ghe would eome to that eternal houme mot made with hande, which e
woas puschasing for her with His own precicus blood. Christ had
pupported hor until the end of #is eartbly smiunistry. Then, on

the croas, He showsd His love and concers for her weifere by
providing a home for her in pleeding her in the care of Johs.
Christ. did not believe that service for others could atone for .
the ﬁ%gﬁ%ﬁﬁ of a parent. Therefore, in providing for lis %ﬁﬁhﬁﬁﬁ
e was sisply doing the dubty that was closest to Him. o knew _
%ﬁaﬁ she had to have a place te live and food to eat. But in are
ranging for her to have a bome in the house of John, thrist wes.
doing more than mevely seeing to it that she should have &ﬁ@i&@v,.
saiment and food. He w@&-%ﬁtvaﬁ&mg*%&% Ber & home: lHome ig =ore
‘ -place to live; it is a place in which we love and ar% loveds
@ﬁ@iﬁ% mew that Mary would feel move at home e the house of John
than anywhore olse, and that Jehs would understand her and sympsthize
with her more than others would., It is thought th&t Jdokn was. it
sareied; and for that » -ﬁaﬁ?‘ﬁ%ﬁiﬁ m@% Lave hersell

be asuch & busden iﬁ,ﬁiﬁ 3

ur &@rﬁ had always Eﬁ?ﬁ%; honsred sl @?ﬁ?ﬁﬁ%ﬁ §$? His mother,
e preovided for hepr durisng the years vien He labored in the care
penterts shop. JNis lowve was néver more tender and compissionale
then whea He was on the oroae, o there Ho provided for the closing
years of His motherds life. In ﬁ@ﬁwg'@a, Ve set a wonderful exguple
for all 4n this mgtter of honoring pavents. They are our best
friemds. Ye ought to ghow thes our affection while there is tinme

orbunity Tor e to é@ Bow

Bl oo




Ag Mary was cared for; s¢ Joln was given hids duly to perfors.
Christ appointed John ae the guardiasn or protector of His own
beloved mother, the one vwho was the dearest of all te Him. Yo
Jobhn was given t&g.%igﬁtywﬁwxiag@ arwi opporbtunity to care for
Mary in Christ?s stead. VWhat an honor was thus conferred upen
@ﬁﬂ% J@%ﬁ had the privilege of taking the placs of his &@rﬁ in
bl & £ ot whon He loved so dearlys, In one sonse
e was unigue. It was as if Chreist had sald, "It ﬁ& g@&@ '

dgmment ;- Jobn,; o be a substitute son. It ls your task; io
view of Hy sagritice; to be a comfort pad a stay to her.® Therg
ﬁﬁ aever & day in which we ca t rgpresent our &@&ﬁs and do

S hﬁuw f@r ﬁm& by h&&ﬁim@ cbody whom He loves.. :

ém &ﬁﬁiﬁ&ﬂ%ﬁ% ?wmm the crose weoant m@a%\ta dehn, @o %ﬁ §§$V$§

wif to be Faithful to his task. e was &&%ﬁ%éﬁ%ﬁiﬁ@ for the
stitute. That was Johnmts mission.  Hobody ever had o wmore .
glorious sission on earth. . Trodition tells us that Joha teok
%gwy gﬁ his home and @EPﬁé‘fﬁﬁ hor for some ﬁ@ﬁ@% years or until
ﬁﬁﬁm‘i& : _ .

Aar? h&é %&@ ﬂaﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ?‘%ﬁ giva to &@r new SOn %ﬁﬁt affoction Wﬁiﬁ%
he needed. She found 1life pich and full in fellowship with John.
During those years he wvndoubledly got sany interesting touches
concerning Christls 1ife from Mery, for there ave nursrous intimate
things &h&% he mentions that Lhe other ﬁvﬁt$ﬁ$<am£$%@ﬁ.




