THE RELEVANCE OF CHRIST TO THE MODERN MAN

John 1:9-1.

In his little book entitled "The Way” Alvin Boghess has a chapber on "Who Am I%Y In
2z parable he deseribes man being sent by Geod to z 1ittle island in space, cailed the
earth. God speaks to man and says, "I am sending you out to this litile island. I%
will not all be Joy there: you will run across many d¢ifficulties. "I've sent others
out and many of them have become faithless and deny me. You, alse, will be touched
by this taint of sin; you will be fempted teo pebellion. Bubt, I want you to remember
when you're on that island that I will be with you. Though you cannot see me, you can
talk with me; and I will be near you. One great fear I have; that is that you will fall
in love with the island. I want you to love the island because it is my possession,
but do not love it as your home, for it is not your home. Tour home is here in the
Paiace with me. One day I will send for you. I will eall you. I will usher you up
to &n open gate, and T will reach out and lead you by the hand. Then you shall see me
face to face and be with me forever. In the meantime, my pesce I give you.™

What is the modern man? The modern man is a paradox: he is great, but he is fallen,
Of “all of the living religions and the philosophies, Christianity alone assumes the
greatness of man: that man was cresated in the image of God; that man was created of
God; that he has & moral nature; and that he has the sbility to invent, to imagine, and
to discover. HMan is God's highest creation, but man is fallen. DPaseal once said that
Nan is the glory and the shame of the universe."

Justin Martyr, who was beheaded in 166 A.D., was the first of the philosophical scholars
and theologians among the post-idpostolic church fathers. He had sought for peace of
mind and that which satisfies life in the ways that he was able; he was brilliantly able
to follow all of the philosophies of his day seriously and earnestly. He had studied
and practiced the philoscphy of the Stolcs; he had followed the Peripatetics, the Fytha~
goreans and the Platonists. In sach of them he had found bits of satisfaction, but he
had not found inner satisfaction and the final answer to life.

Cne day, while taking a walk along the seashore, as he was accustomed to do, he met

a very old man who was a Christian, who was reading from one of the 0ld Testament prophets.
After Justin had explained his search for truth, the aged Christian said, "Why don't you
read the prophets of the Hebrew 0ld Testament? They're older than any of the philoso-
phers which you have mentioned. As you read them you will find that they speak oflne
Who is to come, Jesus Christ the Messiah, ¥ho has come.” The old man went on to tell
him about the Lord Jesus. Justin, the brilliant man, began to read the prophets in
earnest. In due course God began to speak to him, and-it wasn't long before Justin dis-
covered that the One of Whom the prophets spoke was indeed Jesus Christ. Justin be-
came 2 great defender of the faith. 3Before he was beheaded for his faith he said, "I
am too litile to say anything great of Him."

I appreciate the spirit which is revealed in his statement, but I do like to talk about
Christ, even though I cannot praise and glorify Him like I wish that I might. In these
moments I hope to lead you along a path that can bring you to the assurance that Jesus
Christ is just as relevant teday as He was in earlier days. I want te challenge you
to do four things:

I. ILock Back.

How can we arrest the atiention of a modern person who will not yet read the Bible?



II.
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If he will Jisten to you at all, ask him to look back in history and see how the
great values that the modern man enjoys are a direct result, or a by-product,of
Christ and Christianity. Think of the chureches for a momeni. If wvou were to take
them out of modern sociely, however weak they may be, what kind of a world would
you have?

One day representatives of the British Admiralty came to a littlie village where a3
church had been located high on a biuff off the coast of England. The church had
been destroyed after a terrible storm, and the liktle congregation was too poor to
rebuiid it. The A&dmiralty officials asked them, "What about that church that onee
stood there?' They related the sad stery of what had happened to it. After they had
listened to the sad story, the officeps said, "We will pay for the construction of

a new building, because we hawe that chureh on our charts. We sight that church
through our instruments Lo delermine our course." The churches do help people

chart the right course for life. My chureh did that for nme.

The great concepb ad system of public edueation have come from Christianity and
Judaism, It was the churches that established cur denominational schools, which
did a tremendous work before we had public education in this country. It was the
churches that brought education to Furops. It was the churches that protected
the manuseripts of the Bible during the dark ages.

Take the matter of ethics, The English philosopher, John locke, was once asked by
William Molyneux to write a teeatise on Bthics. To that request, Locke Beplied,
"The Gospels contain so perfect a system of ethics that reasen may be excused from
that inguiry, since we may find man's cdubty clearer and easier in revelation than in
reascn herself.”

Government and jurispradence and the constitutions of our nation and of many other
nations are really based on the commandments of God and the teachings of Christ.

Humenitariasniem, or the protecting and prolonging of life, has come basically from
Christ and bhristianity} The Greeks with all of their wisdom and culture still
sacrificed children and let the weak die in order to prove who was able to face
life.

Children's homes, hospitals, homes for the aged, and numerous other charitable
institutions, though now many times supported by secular society, had their be-
ginnings in Christian influence and through the support of the churches. The
battles against vice, liquor, indecent literature, and many obher bad things in
our sgeclety have been initiated and carried on by Christian people.

Modern man needs to look back, When he does, he will discowver that Christ has been
relevant in every genersition, and that He is also intensely relevant today. Without
Christ and what He has brought to and done for séciety, we would be living in the
darkest ages of all.

Look Around.

It is impossible to ignore the impact of any person of whom such great clai§s have
been made and who has influenced mankind so greatly as is irue of Jesus Christ.
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Christ is the Son of God. He was miraculously conceived., He lived a perfect life,
He went aboul doing goodd History records the fact of the sacrifice which He

made by giving His life on Calvary's cross. It alse records the fact of His
resurrection, His ascension and His intercession. The testimony of God was, "This
is my beloved Son; hear ye him." His own claim was: "I am the way, the truth and
the life; no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.” He gives peace of mind. He
sdid, "Come unto me, all ye thalt labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you
rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart:
and you shall find rest unto your sould." These claims and the facts which sup-
port them convince the modern man that the claim of His initisl deity, being con-
ceived of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary, must also be true.

What have others sdfd about Christ? His influence upon the mulititudes cannot
be ignored. The marvel of His teaching was speken by those whe were sent by the
avthoritiesto take Him captive and returned saying what millions have said since,
"No man ever spake like this man." The impact of His death was made first upon
an ungodily soldier, who said, "Truly this man must have been the Son of God,!

Great men of all ages have supported this. At Marshfield, Massachusetts, there is
& tombstone marking the burial place of Daniel Webster, on which the following
quotation of Webster's appears: ‘’'Philosophieal argument, especially that drawn
from the vasiness of the universe, in comparison with the apparent insignificance
of this globe, has sometimes shakén my reason for the faith which is in me; but my
heart has always assured and reassured me that the gospel of Jesus Christ must be
devine reality., The Sermon on the Mount camnot be 2 mere humsn production. This
beliel enters into the very depth of my conscience. The whole histery of man proves
it.n

Shortly before his death Napeleon said: "I die before my time, My body will be
given back to the earth to Be done with as men please, and to become the fruii of
worms. ouch will be the fate of him who has been called the CGrest Napoleon. What
an abyss between my deep misery and the eternal Kingdom of Christ, which is pro-
cizimed, loved and adored, and is extendsd over the whole earth."

The claims of Christ have been supported by nameless millions who have come cut

of their misery, out of their sin, out of their distress:; and who have been intro-
duced to Jesus Christ, have experienced the miracle of regeneration; and have found
Christ %o be an answer to life,

Dr. Iinsicome, a facher in a Free Methodist school, wrote a mumber of things about
"The Incomparable Christ," and among them are the following:

"Jesus Christ was born in the meanest of circumstances, bub the air above was
filled with the hallelujshs of the heavenly host.

He had no cornfields or fisheries, but He could spread a itable for five thousand
and have bread and fish to spare.

His cruciiixion was the crime of crimes, bub, on God's side, no lower price than
His infinite agony could have made possible our redemption. When He died few men
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mourned, but a black crepe was hung over the sun. Though men trembled not for their
sins, the earth beneath shock under the load. HNature honored Him; sinners alone re-~
jected Him.¥

YWhat thinking man can keep from exclaiming, "My Lord and my God!" Modern man, you
must look arcund you. You ceamot ignore the impact of Jesus Christ on the milliens,
great and small,

Look Within..

The modern man must resember as he locks within himsell and into his socisty that
the needs in himself and around him sre grealb, and that man with all his ability has
not been able to master these needs in his own limited strength, wisdom or will.

The travesty of man seeking to cope with himself and his socleby is evidence that,
if it is ever to be coped with, it must be done by somecne greater than man indiv-
idually or corporately.

That something is wrong with our day is abvious to evervbody. The persistence of
evil everywhere in the whole world is alzrming; push ii down one place and it crops
yp in several other places. A1l of the formlae for solving the social ills of the
wordld have often hrought Forth only viclence and death. The fact of your own con-
science, the instablility of modern men, the world's unrest and fear, the conditions
of hate, suspicion and greed, and the horrors of war are certainly evidences of the
need which man canmot meet himself.

The sccial and the political evils have defiend 21l the profress that we have sought
to mzke in educaticn, in improving our enviroment, in gilving man more leisure time,
in reising his 1iving standsrds by giving him more money, more places to go snd
faster vehicles with which to go there. TYet, man hasn't sived his fear of solitude
or the ability to use it profitably.

Delinguency, crime, immorality, cbsene lilerature, alecholism, dope, diverce, broken
homes —— you name it - all these bad features mar our soclely despite-man's
greatness or progress. A staggering problem is mentsl iliness, Une bed in every
five in the hospitals of cur nation holds a patient in mental distress.

Dr. Ksrl Olsson has pointed out that "the modern American man is curious about the
future. He has an innste optimism, 2 strange wehicle that will be his downfall.

He believes in g lot of things. He has faith in penieillin and the possible cures
for cancer. He is always encouraged when there is a little news item sboult some-
thing that will lead him out of his distress. He believes that if there is to be a
blowup, we will be in charge; the American men is a kind of space cadet. But there
will be a conclusien! It will be terminus or it will be telos; there are no alter-
natives. Terminus will be the end in Jjudgment, but telos will be the fulfillment.
It will either be death in judgment or it will be life measured by God."

Iook Up.

Modern man must not only look back to learn from history, look arcund to learn from
society, look within teo learn from himself, bub he must also look up. If he is ed-
ueated at all and sensitive in his mind and spirit; he knows by now that he must
look somewhere else than te any or all of these. There remains bul one admission:
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the personal need of the modern man is Christ,

With all the attempts to rationalize and to win debates, there is still missing
vithin man a peace that he needs and wanits. He has a hepe feor the fubture that
only Christ can satisfy. Iife is more than the aggregate of things that man can
gather around hin. ILife is a grand plan and purpcse. Behind that life is a great
personality — God.

t man is 2 sinner. Helms not acknowledged Godj he has not dene God's will; he has
deliberately done wrong:; he has failed in his own effort teo reach fulfillment, has
"eome short ef the glory of God," and of what God intended that he should be.

It is at this very point that Christ becomes most relevant all. Chris said, "I am
the way, the truth and the iife, no man cometh unte the Father, bui by me.” Paul
said to the Philippian jJailer, "Believe on the lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt
be saved.” HModern man, look up te Christ. Te all who would hear Christ said, "He
that heareth my words and believeth on him that sent me hath everlasting life, and
shall not come into condemmation; but is passed from death unto life.” "is many as
received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them +that
helieve on his name.”

Modern man, look up; and when you do, look with theegres of faith. Having locked
back upon the evidences and the preoofs of history; having loocked arcund and observed
the impact of Christ upon so many people, great and small; having looked within
self and seen how staggering are the needs which man, in all his wisdom, strength
or willi has not been able to mesel successfully; lock in the remsining direction for
help: loock to Christ.

Christ is not only relevant, He is essential. Modern man, Christ is relevant today
and for eternity.



