HTHE MASTER IS COME AND CALIETH FOR THEE®

"And when she had so said, she went her way, and called Mary her sister secretly saying,
The Master is come, and ealleth for thee." John 11328

It wes & sad day in the 1ittle home in Betheny when laszarus died. Mary and Marths hzd
neither & husbend nor a2 father. They loved Lazsrus sll the more. They not only loved
him, but they leaned on him, and depended on him. Ve may suppose that he made the
living for the family. The atmosphere of their home wes one of peace, understanding,
and sweet fellowship. Jesus often came to their home becouse He loved them,

When Ilazerus died, his sisters were hesrt-broken. They thought, "If Jesus had been herse,
our brother had not died." They so stated to Him, They had not learmed the blessed truth
that God has sweet uses for sorrow. Jesus knew that lazarus was sick, but He stayed away
deliberately. He wanted to wait until Lezarus was desd and 211 humen hope was gone.

Then He planned to weep with the sorrowing sisters, after which He would arouse their
faith in Him, eand then cell lLazsrus from the greve. We often feel that God hes forgotten
uvs when asccident, disappointment, sickness, or sorrow come. That is not so., Jesus ssid,
"This sickness is not unto death, but for the glory of God." When Martha went to meet
Jesug and talk with Him, He soon gave her hope and comfort and faith., When she was
comforted, she ran to call Mary and say, "The Mester is come, and calleth for thee.®

John 11:28, He is ealling you 2s He ealled her. I hope that you will be ss attentive
and obedient as she. "Ae soon as she heard that, she arocse quickly, and came unto

him." John 11:29. Christ is alweys calling. His compassionate heart is alweys seek-
ing sinners, wooing them to Himself., To every sinner Geod is celling,

God Calls Through The Bible.

Hartha carried the direct word of Jesus to Mary. This is the call of God for sinners
through the Word. "Come" is one of the most prominent words. YCome now, and let us
reason together, saith the Lord: though your sins be 28 searlet, they shall be as white
ss snow; though they be red like erimson, they shall be as wool," Isaish 1:18, A& plead-
ing Saviour urges every man to stop and resson.  If youw will rea2son, youw will get your
sins forgiven,

“Look unto me, and be ye saved, =11 the ends of the earth: for T am God, and there is
none slse.® That is God's esll., No one else can forgive man's sins or save his soul.
God calls man to Him in order that He might give him forgiveness and peaece. "Ho,
everyone that thirsteth, come ye to the waters, snd he that hath no money; come ye, buy,
end eat; yea, come, buy wine and milk without money and without price." Isaish 55:1

God knows the thirst of the humen heart, He knows how unsatisfying sre the dregs of the
eup of sin, He invited us to come to Him and to drink. ®As I live, saith the Lord God,
I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked but the wicked turn from his wey and live,"
God does not hete sinners, but He loves them. God does not delight in punishment, but
in merey. He is grieved in His heart by the sins of men, and He is longing seeking,

and plesding for men to return to Him and to be saved.

“"Come unto me, 211 ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take

my yoke vpon you, end lezrn of me; for I am meek and lowly im heari; and ye shall find
rest mwnto your souls. TFor my yoke is easy, #nd my burden is 1ight." Matthew 11:28-30,
Jesus promises rest for theweary, ease of heart to the burdened, and peace to the troubled.
Jesus encoursges people to come to Him, "All that the Father giveth me shall come to me;
and him that comes to me I will in no wise cest out.® John 6:37. His constant grief is
expressed in John 5:40 —= "And ye will not come to me, that ye might have life." He
always bege sinners to come to Him., Vhen He was about to close the canon of the scriptures,
He finished with one more plea to sinners. "And the Spirit and the bride say, Come. And
let him that heareth ssy, Come. And let him that is athirst come. And whosoever will,
let him tske the water of life freely." Reveletion 22:17. All these scriptures ssy:



I1.

IV,

P

-

"Comd !" The Bible werns people, invites people, urges people, and plesds with people, fo
come to Christ for mercy and forgiveness. One who does not come to Him is without excuse.
The only reason that sny stay sway from Christ is because of their love of sin.

God Cells Through Christians.

Jesus sent Merths to tell Mery, "The Mester is come, 2nd cslleth for thee." It has slways
been God's plan that those who had heard His call should tell others. The invitation,
plea 2nd persussion of a Christisn constitutes the call of Christ tc sinners. Peul seid,
"Knowing, therefors, the terror of the Lord, we persusde men." %e are smbsssadors for
Christ. Unseved friend, heed the pleading of the saved. Their invitation is God's esll.
He gpesks to your hesrt through your loved ones.

God Galls Through His Goodness.

"Or despisest theu the riches of his goodness and forhearsnce and lengsuffering; not know-
ing that the goodness of God leadeth thee to repeniance?” Romens 2:4. His goodness is
slvays calling men toc be ssved. ¥When Jesus sent the word by Martha to Mery thal she should
cone and see him, there must have come to Mary's mind 2t once one thousand tender memoriss
thet bound her heart to Jesus. She thought of how she had sat at His feet when Jesus
visited their home. She recalled the tender deeds which shs had seen Him doj how He had.
healed the sick, given sight to the blind, send forgiven sinners. How different her home
had been since Jesus begen to come by and spend the night with them, Life had been so
much sweeter, What a2 friend Jesus is! The memories of God ere as frech as dew, and are
new every morning. "Who forgiveth 211 thine inicuities: who hesleth &11 thy disesses;

who redeemeth thy life from destruction; who crouneth %fee with Jovingkindness snd tender
mercies; Who satisfieth thy mouth with goo* things; so thet thy youth is renewed 1like

the eagle's," Psalnm 103:3-5.

God's blessings should cezuse 811 of us to be Chrietisms. As we think of our good health,
His protection, snd our femilies, we recall "Or despisest thou the riches of his goodness,
and forbearence and lopgsuzferlmg, not knowing that the goodness of God ieadeth thee to
repentance?" Romans 2i4. For 21l the goodness of God, you owe Him your love 2nd
effection =nd preise. fceept God's mercies, heed His call, trust Christ, receive Him as |
your Saviour, surrender to Him, &nd dedicete all that you have and are to Him.

God Cellis Through Trouble,

Those sisters counld not see any gooed in the sickness and death of Iazarus. It was the
0ld sadness, "It might heve been." It was vmthinkeble to them that Jesus ehd planned
this just so, an? had steyed szwey when He could have come; but He rejoiced with His
disciples over this opportunity to glorify God. 9“Then said Jesus untc them pileinly,
Lazarus is dead., And T am glad for your sskes that I was not there, to the Intent ye
way believe; nevertheless let ws go unto him.” John 1i:l4, 15.

Jesus hed holy plans in the desth of lazarus. He used this sorrow to cell Mery o Him,
and to tezeh her to trust Him more znd to love Him betiter. God czlls through sorrow those
who will not heed his plesding ond bountiful goodness nor listen to His UWord. CSome who
love business will not 1isten to Christ until their business is smitten, God c¢calls
through sorrow and grief. David said, "Before I wes afflicted I went astrasy: but now
have I kept thy word.” : ‘ ' e

We do not like trouble; we cennot Teel that there is ony good in suffering. We shrink
from sorrou. Sometimes God has to seek our hesrtis through trouble. Y"For whom the Lord
loveth he chastensth, end scomrgeth every son whom he receiveth." Hebrews 12:6,

God ealls through disappointment, poverty, trouble, and sorrow. What we cell sccidents
are often planned dealings with the hesris of sinners. Give 2 loving testimony to those
who sre in trouble, Wherever there is 2 broken hesrt, there is slways an opportunlty to
spesk for Cod., "The Master is come, and calleth for thee." The Master hes come and calls
for youi Will you hear Him znd come tc Him 23 we sing the hymn of invitstion?



