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It is the folly of man that he complicates that which God would

HRISTS PICTURE OF LIFE
Jobn A:h6~53

In its essence life is a mystery. But in its various manifestations, and in the exerﬁise
of its natural functions, life is really very simpls. life expresses itself according
its own nature. The trees and the shrubs msy be guided, but they do not need mimtmatar
to tell them how to put forth their leaves; nor the flowers how to unfold their buds

In the animal world the young learn to look after themselves. They learn to walk, to

fead themselves, and to émiop their powers without instruction.

meke gimple. Iife is
simple from the sbandpoint that it is not difficult to lsarn fm mxk, to leam to yss
our hands, to learn to play, and to learn to work a litile.

Would it not be swrprising, therefors, if the God Who has made life so simple did not
make the way of salvation equally simple? Yet it is the teadency of humen rnlly to
mzke the simple complex, and the complex more miax still.

let us, therefore, carefully examine one of the simple narratives ﬂf the Hew Testament,
which I have chosen to call "Christ's Picture of Iife," and which $llustrates in s’krﬁkﬁx@
fashion the principle of s&vm faith. _ ,

The Bmmtw

A certain noblemsn, who lived in Capernaum, had heard about a celebrated prophet and
preacher ¥ho was conbimually going through the cities of Galilee and mem Fs had been
told that this wighty preacher not only charmed His hearers by His eloguence, but that
Bemmmmmmsﬂmwtmmmmmmmwﬁm Hahadparfmd

as & confirmation of His mission.

It came Lo pass that this nobleman was in trouble. He was a man of ammi&imaa&
prominence, and yet that did not keep him from knowing what it was %o be in trouble.
This reminds us of the truth of that old Spanish proverb which says, "There is no home
without a hush.” So the rich have their troubles and affliictions as well as the poor
and the obscure. Hever suppose that the rich do not heve any cares. The dwellsrs In
palaces often sleap more wneasily than those who live in cottages. Honey mey shub out
debt and rags, bub not dlsssse and death. The rich and the prominent are subject to
the ravages of sickness even as others. The children of the well-to-do and the educated
sin and need a Savicur just as certainly as do the childrén of the poor and the un-
educated. Finances cannot prevent the heart of s father or a mother from bursting with
grief when sickness threatens Lo snatch away a loved one, or when #in seisves a son or
laughter and strangles hope in the hearts of the loved onss.

This nobleman's particular trouble was the illness of his son. His child was ab the
point of death, and the fatherts heart was grieved on account of his condition. It
makes a tremendous difference when the one whe is in & serious condition is wour own.

It is an easy matter for those who have paseed through a similar mime to imazine
the anxiety in that sickroom. Can't you visuslize the imother as she sat by the bedside,

‘watching the littls sufferer, stroking his hair, and bathing his fevered lips? Hearby

stood the father. Iven though he was & steward in the king'e palace, his wsalth and
influence were mmﬂm then and there. It is alma a bouching sight to see a mane
ifestation of parents'! love for their childran, concern for their children, and watche
fulness over them. If parents would only go dmpev than m& and lock mer them in
their supreme needs, how much mors wonderful it would ba! If parents would put themw
selves out for the spiritual welfare of their children, they would be delivered from
ac m heartaches,; and mm avoid so many disasters.




.

ir parmta were as anxious about the salvation of their children as this nobleman was

about mmtim of his child, there would not be mawy wnsaved children. As 2
ruls, pare ahmt the physiecal hmi%h of their children than .

] TinE Sve fw e aricerned
-i:.w are zhout thelir spiritasl health.

mtkam@fmmtw,tmmlwrmmm&mw@%id .
N ) him that
Ol ,Jw haé some oak aﬁ‘ &Maa inte Galilee. ’@iﬁ&m delay %ha man did thres

&y He went %o the Saviours

' -5@ far as we now, he had never sean Christ nor heard *ﬁm amak M, he b@liem‘
the reports of ahm about the Saviour, and rightly 30 because they came from
“trustworthy people. Trouble in his home caused the man to approach the Savicur.

* Likely he would not have thought of going to the Saviour if his son, whom he loved
80 wzy, had acht been ab the mﬁm of daath,mﬁwi the man been wi.thmt & trial,

- ' 4 wing of *bim rd.

: - - . high position, m gmaﬁ mmw»as, Jived in

< hugury, and had gx%% mfmame with men, hs had coms to the time and plsce when
-thmthiags condd not mest his need. Riches and grandeur did not have any power

4o stem the progress of disease and death. After others could not effect z cure,
he tmwmmm&mtﬁm Hcmight; mwmmmwemsmz,m afhis

‘ Z‘k iaamsgmdmm%mﬁiﬁlwaam?m%ﬁhammmafwrrmma
It will always do ¢me or the other. Vhat a pity thet so many will not turn to the
lord eecept as a last rescrt! VWhen life gets out of control psuple automatically
turn to God for help. ¥hen disease gets beyond the reach of medical skill, then
people will think sbout and turn Yo the Great Physielsn. Zven thoupgh this men had
swmﬁm to do h,ia kidéiﬁg, did m&' send any of them to Chrdst, but he went in

2+ He told his trm%am £ the ﬁwwﬁ.ws

- As lomg as things wenit well with the m&lw, he had not fell any need of Uhrist.
But when trouble came, he found that Christ was the only one who could help him.
Having heard thet Christ had healed others, in his extremity this devoted fathw
‘decided m mﬁ; Him and see if He mm help him by healing his dear dying
Hle modety about his ekild brousht hinm to Christ. How often ohildren are a W
of m’iﬂgiag pareris to Cod and to heaven! In his hour of m this loving father
- told his troubles to the Saviour. 7

3+ Hé sought the help of the Saviour.

How fortunate it is when peopls m&liaa that there is oot any ﬁal;s far then amapiz
~ inm Christ! When the nobleman hed mede the journesy of approcimately twenby-five
miles to sesk the help of the Saviowr; ke urged the Lord Jesus w coiss L0 his home
and heal his son wio was sbout to dle. In substance he said, "I wﬁ kave Thy
ministretion, or my son will die.” ' ' B

- He seemed bo think that nothing lees than the Lowmi's phy sim}. pragence could msﬁ&z*
‘ﬁim m mim4 His faith was go feeble that he limited the power of Christ
wepense. Hence, his reguest wes, "Sir, come down ers my child éim
Ey he W that if Christ did not come impedictely i%: would be too Ilnbes
&a&m the child wes at death's door, the father lmggoé that mercy's door might be
opened. But thers was a wealmess in his request, and that was the fact that he

dictated to Christ as o how Hs should help him.
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L Chriat tm the faith of the n@b&emaa
f; anmaa of giving the man an answer which might have comsoled him, Christ mﬁxﬂy

. rebuked the anguishoed z‘&ishar for the littleness of his falth by
a..gw g,&gga and wordery

“Excapt ye
ande yo will not believe.” This reproo was nob iﬁtm for the
oblens: mmﬁﬁwtmﬁaﬁm,wmdmﬁmaﬁaaawawhm
ﬂi‘f&iﬂh Itmaaﬁlytm,mmtmmﬁmmﬁmm ,

?mmﬁeamﬁs&@mw‘m@mmmhism%mmmw%m%tmwiﬁ
witich they were to be supplied. In ssbstance Christ Jesus safd, "Why, man; won't

- it take signs and wonders %ﬁafm- you will believe?' “If I will heal your boy, won't

3'.#-

you consont for He to heal kiwm in My way?' "If I wili show marczy unte your boy, won'i
vou let Me show 1% in My own my, ;zitizm w &ﬁﬁw ar coungel or t%i%ctiaﬁ a:h a&.}.
frow you?" .

Christ gave & commnd to the mbs_mm

Tnstesd of the man's turning &w &ffmﬁa&, he m&am in awimviﬁg tam s *‘sir,

come douwn ere my child die.” He thue earnestly importuned the Lopd to come and to
heal his son. There wus semething in the tone of the voice, in the majestic preésence,
mw&llaa in what Christ said, uhiehﬁmttatham*a hmtmﬁ gave him faith.

cupon him with an ays of iaeﬂ’aﬁla benevolence, and said to him, “Go
ir.hy' m; thy son liveth.® ﬁﬂ did not go down. He ¢id wob show him any nimma. o
He gave him a definite command and a verbal promise. lHe did not offer him any’ cther

aSeurance mwgat ﬁﬁs o aimpls word, "Go tyiw wagr, tizy aon liw%izn
‘i‘i&& E&aﬁl’m :

yed the Sawim,

net parcaived the 21%. The very sssence of faith is taking
‘Beliaving, he d4id exachly az he was told, which is sometbing that all of us ought to

2

~that Christ had spoken

Thars came Lo m 8 amﬁ ef confidence in Christ Jw, and he haliw&d the word
to him. He tock Christ at His word. ?ha word of the Haster
sntough for him. He belleved that his request had been granted, although he had
ki ﬁhrm at His Hord.

.

do. Contentedly and cheerfully, and withoub any hesitation whetever, he left Christ
amd & ameci home. He rebired quietly, %:iiﬁ; 8 hm '&%&aﬁ was w%wg with mﬁ;m
ttude.  True faith always :mms in obsd

The ﬁaﬁm kealad the W&

'Beliavm@ that the Swiw had cured his aﬁ:ﬂé, the father wﬁﬁaﬁ%l& got a grmct

g A+ - ng ¢ : ATy ause of his delay in
&Mfmg: hm, ’aia mg m e 1ikely became wneasy about hime i@m she said,
"Wy does husband stay awsy so long?  He, of course, does not know that our boy is
well.” uallmg his aw&am%s 5 a%m aaiﬁ e up Lo sza, and %31 hugband tiza j@?fﬂl
newg. " :

Ae m was gﬁiﬁg &m %%m voad home, snd was a;:ama:h._ng ﬂapamw, he saw pume of m
sarvants spproaching with joyful bsste. He hed the confidence that his som was
hesled. He was of the epinifon thet the ssrvanmie had been sent ocut by his faithful
wife to Peassurs him. Bub be seid nothing to them. Imputient becaues of his delay
in spesking, . tzm gmaﬁm Q&ﬁﬁ, ”ﬁas&w, thy son B,imth. I:a the quietude of his




- b~

faith he was delighted exceedingly when they said, "Thy eom liveth.” They did not
know Christ Jesus had spoken that sentence, but having seen the change, they uitered
His very words. Their statement naturally confirmed the faith of the mhm.
Hmr,nsﬂmmmﬁm%wmpm Itmaﬁ%ﬁashﬁmﬁimm :

He said to them, "Tell me all shout it. m 454 1t happen? A% what hour did he
begin to mend?® Tn offect thoy suid to him, "Really, it did not beein, but it mt
- happrened.” They said., "Yesterday ot the seventh houvr the fever left him.” ‘ﬁms he
learred thet it wne %:m vary hour whon Christ said, "Go thy way; thy son liveth.”
Having éimmmﬁ that his faith and his obedience wers timw Ma&tm, zm Wx@m

%;is father had discoversd t&m* Christ wos an impertial snd mmm Saviour. For
. thzt reasor no cose o Yoo hard for Hime He nad &m&ﬂﬁm the Bavionr with fear

- and tremhiing, et he werd asmy from Him in boldness and confidence. He wenl to
Him in dmmm ik he wert back io &i& home joyfal. Something had taken place
withirn him that mdﬁ him a different person and complebely revolutionized his life.

1 believed on %hs Savﬁmii%

. The hmahald of the nohlems

- Hob omly 444 this father bolieve on the ﬂa.vim$ bub all his &w@&k@m hﬁl:mm f.%
Him whon they saw &z’zﬁ "%;liy reslined what the lord had done for them., That was
sertaindy o zrest thins to restore the lad to health, tul 1t was 5 far greater deed
to open his father’s &yw# 6f all the marvels in the world, thera is none comparable
with the deliverwnce of a soul from spiritnel and eternal death. Blessed sickness
indead when Jod uses ib am & wmm Lo i*risw ar entire househeld to 2 savmag kmwlgdgs

of Charist!

let me spesk this closing word to each of you who need ond wants the help of Christ.
To ewry one of you who wants to be saved, let me assure you that Jesus Christ is
willing avd shle to zave you. Since He warde %o save you, won't you let Him save.

you in Hie way? He will never aa%ymzaﬁy%&wmy Tou pust come to the point
where you will szy: "Teg, Iord Jesuz; I give up, I fully truet Thee. I here avd now
zooept Thee an my Saview. Zzve ma in ?*ﬁm o w;? 7 Temet Him folly as your
Saeiowr avd Lord, and He will Tovrglee snd save you. : e S




