THE BEQUEST OF PEACE

®Peace I leave with you, my peace I give unte you: not as the world giveth, give
T unto you. Iet not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid.” John 14:27.

It is guite evident that we are living in s world and in a day of grealt unrest,
This unreet is manifesting itself in individual, family, church, civie, social and
national life. Nowhere is there grester unrest than in the human mind and heart.
The faster the pace of life becomes the less peace men have., In splte of all the
inereased knowledge of the humar body sné the rules of heslth, the mental and nerv-
ous discases of the people are constantly on the increase. This is because people
have exalted the external above the internal.

This world was never in a state much farther from peace than it is today. There
will not be peace until the Prince of peace returns from the Glory and people are
gsubject to Him. Those who are plamnning for world peace omit from their plans the
only One Who can give peace., This is especisally true of the world's so-callied
statesmen, who are planning, working and gtriving te obtain that which is not to
be had. But, thank God! +that which man cannot obtain by his finest and most de-
voted efforts the Iord gives to &1l individuals who turn in penitence and failth

to Him. ‘

Peace of mind is sadly lacking in our world today., Knowing that multitudes are
longing for peace of mind, various authors have written numercus articles and books
on this subject. Their writings have been read eagerly by multitudes in the hope
thet they might contain and offer that which sc many desire. However, these writings
have not afforded the peace of mind for which so many have been hoping.

Whether you view life in its larger internaitional relationships, in a nation, in

a community, in & church, in a household, or only of the individual, we =1l need
peace. One cannhot have peace unless he is rightly related to God, to others and

to himself, Yo man can be at peace who ignores yesterday, because the book may be
opened, apd something may come out of the book., All of life may be set awry by that
whichk happened yesterday. A man can never divorce himself from his record.

The words of ocur text indicate that our Iordls desire is that we should journey
through life with untroubled hearts, and in the enjoyment of unbroken peace. His
ideal for us is that, because of the wondrcus salvation with which He has endowed
us, we shall have no stings of conscience dipped in the polson of past failurej

no unsatisfied desire in our present experience; and no forebeding anxiety as we
face the nncertainties of the future. The words before us now show how we may come
into possession of these priceless boons of heaven. The tranquillity which the
Ssviour here promises is both a legacy == %Peace I leave with you"; and a gift -
"My peace I give unto you." The perscnal proncun, "My," clearly suggests that it
is inward peace.

Outwardly Christ's 1life was one of the most troubled lives that was ever lived;
tempest and tumult, tuwmult and tempest, the waves breaking over it all the time
till the worn body was laid in the tomb, But a great calm was in the inner life.

always.

Think on those words, "My peace.® How we value a gift which was the giver's own
persenal possession: what a special token of intimate friendship we feel it to
be. The peace which our lLord enjoyed is thst which He wants us to enjoy: the
same restfulness in danger, the same eguanimity in troublous circumstances, the
same freedom from anxiety about the hsppenings of the hour. This is His gift to

His people, and it is one to be coveted.
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There is much to be said for all human endeavors to achieve peace of mind, if only
because a man at peace with himself is caleulated to encourage tranguillity in
others. Nevertheless, it must be emphasized that the peace of man is very different
from the peace of God, if only because there are times and seasons when such gelf-
induced psace can be rudely disturbed, if not completely shattered.

In the Word of God peace is mentioned in three ways: the peace of God (this is

the peace that God enjoys Himself); pesce from God (this is the peace that God
gives); and peace with God (this is the peace which is enjoyed by true believers),
Peace is not the result of self-effort or arducus endeavors, It is something which
God gives freely and fully, and which we are to receive with gladness and grati-
tude, God the Father decreed this peace, Christ the Son purchased this peace

and the Holy Spirit applies this peace of mind and heart.

I. How Is This Peace Cbtatlned?

The Bible ssys, "There is no peace, saith my God, to the wicked" (Isaiah 57:21).
By the wicked He meant those who refuse to submlt to God's will, either in the
matter of what they are to believe or what they are fo do. A4s to the way of
the wicked, Paul wrote, "ind the way of peace have they not knoun"™ (Romaps
3:17}. No matter who they are nor where they are, the unsaved do not have

any peace of mind er heart., Peace is ever the result of reconciliation with

Goda

In speaking to His disciples, Christ ssid, ®et not your hesrt be troubled:

ye believe in God, believe slso in me® (John 14:1}., In order to obtain pesace
we must trust the Father and the Son, We must believe that the Father sent
the Sen to be the Saviour of men. UAnd we have seen and do testify that the
Father sent the Son to be the Saviour of the world® (I John 4:14). Christ
said to His disciples, ®These things have I spoken unto you, that in me ye
might have peace. In the world ye shall have tribulation: tut be of good
cheer; I have overeome the world® (John 16:33)., The words, "in me ye might
have peace,"™ mean that by faith in Christ and relisnce on Him those who trust
Him shall have peace. They not only have peace with God because they trust in
Christ as Saviour, but they also have peace of mind through reliance on Christ's
atoning work and on His exceeding great and precious promises of protection
and blessing. It is through Christ that we obtain peace within as well as
peace with God,

God does not promise us outward peace. Christ expressly told believers, ®In
the world ye shall have tribulation.® The trials of life will come, and do
come, to Christians as well as to others, but we have a pesce within asbout
which the unsaved know nothing,

False teachers promise peace to the rejectors of Christ, but they say, "Peace,
peace, where there is no peace." (Cenuine peace of mind is obtainable through
faith in Christ as Saviour, and only through Him.

The poor woman who was a simner and who washed Christls feet with her tears

and wiped them with the hairs of her head obtained the priceless possession,
for our Iord said to her, "Thy faith hath saved thee; go in peace® (Tuke 7:50),
The poor afflicted woman who believed that Christ could heal her and who timide
1y touched the hem of His garment and obtained instant healing from Him, ob-
tained peace zlso, for Christ said, after she had confessed that He had made
her whole, "Daughter, thy faith hath made thee whole; gc in peace® {Mark 5:34).

o
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She obtained peace of mind by trusting Christ as her Saviour, There is nco
other way, for He taught that in Him alone can one have peace within,

How Is This Pezce Retained?
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By obedience to God's commandments,

To maintein peace of mind ve must live in accordance with God's will,
This applies as much today gs it did in the days when Isaiah wrote, "And
the work of righteousness shall be peacej and the effect of rightecusness
guietness and assurance forever® (33:17). The surest way for a believer
in Christ %o loge his God-given pezce of mind iz to fall into sin. There
is no destroyer of peace like sin. David did not have any real peace

of mind from the time he ginned with Bathshebe until he confessed his
awful crime and CGod's prophet uttered those blessed words, "The Iord alsc
hath put away thy sin.® David indicated that he did not have peace of
mind while he was disobeying God, for he wrote in Psalm 51, which he pen-
ned after his repentanee, "Restore unto me the joy of thy salvation.?

In Psalm 32:3=5, David said thalt when he kepi silent about his sin he
wag miserable, ut thet when he scknoviedged it and sought forgivensss
God forgave him and made him glad.

By delight in Godis Word.

Pealm 119:165 says, "Great pesce have they which love thy law: and nothing
ghall offend them," This is true of the entire Word of God, which includes
the glorions promises as well as the przcepis of the Seriptures. Those

who delipght in and are devoted to the Bible have greslt pesce of mind and
nothing shall offend them., This means that they will not be discouraged

or digheartened by anything that takes place.

By concentration on spiritusl things.

#For to be carnally minded is death; bub to be spiritually minded is life
and peace® (Romans *:6), To be "spirituaslly minded” is to have our minds
centered on the things which the Spirit of God reveals to us and has
promised to us., Those whose minds are entirely set on earthly enjoyments,
plessures and things do not have peace of mind and heart. Concentrate

on the things of the Lord and enjoy peace.

By trust in God for everything,

If one is to retain peace of mind, he must refuse to worry. Paul wrote
these words to the Philippians, ®Be careful for nothing; but in everything
by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made
known unto God. And the peace of God, which passeth gll understanding,
shall keep your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus" {4:6-7)., This won-
derful promise is certainiy worth our claiming, It is God'ls way of telling
His children that they really do noi have to worry. Sinece they belong

to Him, they should thank Him for what He has done for them. By so doing
they shall have gemuine peace, and of such a pature that it passes all
description,

Why Are Some Professing Christians Without This Peace?
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Some of them have never been saved.

Since they do not have salvation, it would be impossible for them to have
peace of mind, Until the soul has received salvation through acceptance
of Christ as Saviour there cannot be peace of mind,

Some refuse to let the peace of God rule in their hearts.

In his letter to the Colossians Pavl wrote, "And let the peace of God rule
in your hearts, to the which glso ye are called in one body; and be ye
thankful® (3:15).

Istting the peace of God rule in our hearts is the opposite of taking coun=
gsel of cur fears, which is the common practice of many. Instead of letting
Christ spesk peace to their souls, many let Satan f£ill them with doubts

and guestionings, and consequently they worry. Many hearts are ruled by
influences other than the peace of God. HNo wonder they do not have peace
of mind, -

Some do not know the promises of God which produce peace.

When trials arise, as they do inevitably, they do nolt know the glorious
promises of God which apply to such situations and, as s result, they are
in distress. God gave us the Seriptures that through them we might be
prepared to meet the inevitable situations in life. Therefore, if you
would have peace of mind, you must know what God says, and especially how
He promises absolute and perfect security to every one of His children
regardless of the dangers which may confront each one., TYou will never
ind a person who does not believe in eternzl security who has a real peace

of mind and heart,

Seome rofuse to subnit to Godis will.

The way of the tranggressor is hard, even though’the transgresgor be =
Christian, God will not pemmit His child to have real peace of mind as
long as he or she resists the divine will. Like any children, the children
of God can be wilful and stubborn at times. Christians frequently want
something and struggle against God to obtsin it. There cannct be any
pesce of mind for Christians as long as they are out of fellowship with
the Iord. The child who has quarreled with his father does not have peace
of mind until he admits his mistake and seeks forgiveness. So it is with
the child of God. Therefore, if you are doing what you know tc be con-
trary to Godls will, or if you are persisting in refusing to do what you
arée cerbain God wants you to do, obey Him and you will then enjoy the
peace of God which passeth all understanding, but not until then.



