THE WOMAN AT THE WEILL
John 4 :l-42

Christ's growing popularity increased the envicus opposition of the Pherisees. In conse-

 quence of a fresh outbresk of hatred on their part, cur Iord found it adviseble and expedient
for Him to leave Judea znd po %¢ Gelilee, Ordinarily the Jews, in making & journsy from

Judes to Galilee, would mske a long deiour around Samsris, rather then defile themselves

by any contact with the despised Ssmeritens while pessing through their country. For

nearly six hundred yeers the Jews snd the Sameritams had hated each other, The emmity

bhetwoen them was mutual. To the lzraeclites the Samaritens were an outcast people. They

were of mixed blood--helf Jew and hslif Centile. They actually hated them worse than they

did the Gentiles, They held them in such contempt that they made a long and cireuitous

detour around Samaria.

Christ Jesus was never enslaved by amy such narrowness, prejudics or bigotry. His swuperi-
ority to the day in which He lived sppears in the eircumstance of His setting forth om

the more direct route through Samaria to Galilee., His very presence in that country was
evidenece of His break with the nerrowness of Jewish opinions, He went through Samaria
becsuse He knew there were sin-sick and needy souls in that coumbtry to vhom He could mimister.
He had an important work te do there. . :

In the course of His journey through Semeria, He came to Jacob's well near Sychar, By
 thiz famous well, which is one of the undisputed places associated with the life of our

Iord, there took place ome of the most beautiful, interesting and memorable events recorded
ir the Bible. It was about noon when Christ and His é¢iszeciples arrived at the well. They
were hot, tired, hungry and thirsty. Weary from the journey, Christ sat down on the para-
peb of the well, while His disciples went into the village to buy food., It wasg their
intention for all to sat and drink together when they returned with the food.

Even though thoreughly tired, the Savicur completely relaxed ss He sat there on the old
well-curb, Ere long the reverie of the Mester was disturbed by the coming of a Samaritan
woman to the well for the purpeose of drawing water. That was a very unusuwal incldent.

The women were the carriers of water, but it was their custom to draw the waler in the
early morning or in the cool of the evening, Tt was very uwmasual for a woman to go to
the well at noontide, The fact thst this woman ceme to the well in the heat of the day
indicates that thers was an urhappy reletionship betueen her and the other women, She
came at that umusunal bour to aveid the slights, speers and teunts that would have assailed
her had she come in the morning c¢r in the evening., 8he did not want to come in contact
with the other women who despised her on account of her sinful life. Realizing that others
did not want her company, she came at the hour when she thought she would be alone at the

well,

Weary and depressed in spirit, this poor woman advanced towerd the well with 2 look of

disilimsiomment and sadness on her face. Expectation had faded from her face, and she

was no longer hoping for better days. With a bold and unsympsthetic gaze she stared at
Christ, somewhal embarrassed and disgusted that He was sititing there.

There were many difficulties which had o be overcome bhefore the Savieur could reach her
soul and meet her real need. They were strangers. They belonged to opposite sexes. Che
was a notorious simner. But, in spite of her dense ignorence, racial prejudice and terrible
wickedness, the lord Jesus was exceedingly anxious to save her.

With remarksble wisdom and unusual tsct, Christ mede a request of her which appeaied to

her sympathy. BHe asked her to help Him by giving Him a drink, Nothing has the effect wupon
another 1ike taking the place of & suppliant, One of the ways to get close to another
_person is to render him a favor, but a still better way is to seek and to rsceive a kindness
at his hand, Fully aware of this, the Iord Jesus asked the women to give Him 2 drink.

His request awakened her surprise and broke down her prejudice. That this Man, whom she
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recognized as a Jew, should address her was enough to awaken her surprise.

In view of the fact that the Jews refused to have any dealings with the Samaritans, an
absolute boycott existing between them, it is rather surprising that He spoke thus teo
her, Half in asstonishment and half in sarcasm, the woman sald, "How is it that Thou,
being a Jew, askest drink of me, which am a woman of Samaria?" In reply to her query,

the Master declined te enter a discussion as to the merits of that ancient dispube between
the Jews and the Samaritens, or to say why He had disregarded the prejudice of His race.
Instead of that, He teld her of a resl and present opporitunity. It was as if He had said,
Toman, I have asked you for a drink of water; but if you only knew who I am, and what I
can do for you, you would ask of Me, and I would give you living water."

In the course of the conversation which ensued, Christ told her that those whe drank waber
from Jacob's well would thirst again, which fact she had learned already by experience,
but that there was something far better than the water from the well beside which He sat.
He told her that the water which He gave pessessed the quality of satisfying completely
a1l who drank it. Suggesting that the thirst of her soul might be satisfied thus, He
aroused her desire for the living water about which He spoke.

Becoming interested in obtainming this living water, the women said, "Sir, give me this
water, that I thirst not, neither come hither to draw." Aware that a knowledge of omne's
ginful condition must precede selvation, our lord probed into her sin for the purpose of
teaching her the necessity of repentance, Immediately she perceived that she was face to
face with One Who really knew her., It wasg His preoblem to show her that she could not
drink of the living water until she had repented of her sin and forsakenm it.

Thinking that Jesus was a mind reader, she cslled Him a prephet. When He begen to talk
to her about her sin, she tried to change the subject. That is just the wsy with people.
When they are brought face tc face with their sinms, they immediately say, "let's talk
about semething else!® Thinking that ghe should justify herself in some fashion, the
woman hastened to leave the impression that her problem was not moral, bubt intellectual.
She tried to meke Christ think that her manner of life was not due to her weakmess or
wickedness, but because she was confused., She suggested thet she had not been able to
deeide where she ought to worship, here st Gerizim or yonder at Jerusalem. Pointing to
the meunt where the Samaritans had their temple, she said, "Our fathers worshipped in
this mountain; and ye say, that in Jerusalem is the place where men ought to worsbip.®
In other words, she remarked to Jesuws, "The theologlans and the doctors disagree. I
should like to lmow what you think on the subject.® He noted that she wanted tec talk
about the religion of her fathers. Hany today are relylng upom the religien of their
fathers and mothers, but it svaileth them nothing. If you should ask come people the
guestion, "Are you a Christian?" you need not be surprised io get an answer something liks
this, "Wy mother was a good Christisn, and my father was a deacon in the church." That
will not save your soul, becsuse salvation is a matiter of your personal relationship %o

the Lord &

Christ refused to be side-tracked or to be drawn into a religlous asrgument. He merely
made it plain that spiritual worship is not & question of bodily position or physical
location but rather of heart condition., In reference to her query about the place of
worship, the Master taught that the worship of God is spiritwal. "They that worship Him
must worskip Him in spirit.” The worship of God must also be seriptursl. "They that
worship Him must worship Him in spirit and in truth." It is noteworthy thet this verss
does not say ™n spirit and in sense", "in spirit and in sincerity®, or "in spirit and
in sentiment." It seys ™in spirit and in truth." We cennot substitute sense for truth,
sincerity for truth or sentiment for truth. It is folly te talk of spiritual worship
which sets aside the truth of God declared in His Word. Spiritual worship is scriptural,
end seriptursl worship is spirituwal. Christ mede it plain to this women that the true
approach to God is not by Mount Gerizim, nor Mount Ziom, but by repentance and faith, and
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a heart cleansed from sin through the power of the blocd.

Stirred in heart and perplexed in mind the women said, "I know that Messias cometh which

is ealled Christ: when He is come, He will tell wue all things." In other words, she

said, '"He will answer 81l of these perplexing questions and sebttle all of these controversial
problems and all of us will worship Him," Wheén she thus expressed the longing of her

heart to see the Messiah, Christ immediately revealed Himself to her, saying, "I that speak
unte thee am He," '

- When the disciples returned from seeking food, they were astonished te find their Lord
engaged in conversation with this selitary, Semaritan women, bubt they did not ask Him why
He was doing so. Neither did they inguire as ito what she wanied. It was very wnusual for
any rabbl to be engasged in conversation in publie with 2 woman, but more especially with
a Samaritan. The amazement of the disciples was understandable in the light of the soeial
standards of their day. Nevertheless, the Master talked naturally, seriounsly and
lengthily with her without a thought of doing anything sensational or out of the ordinary.
He refused to turn His back on & sinful and lost women, who was bound for etermzl destruc-
tion, simply to conform to the social standards of thet day. In fact, He had come into
the world for the specifie purpese of saving sinners, and here was one such person who
might not heve another opportunity teo be saved.

Having declared Himself to be the Messiah for whom both Jews snd Samaritsne were looking,
the woman atcepted Him as her personsl Saviour, whereupon her soul was saved and her life
was transfermed., In her joyous excitement she hastened back to her townspeople and gave
them a glowing testimony of what Christ had done for her., She shared her new-found joy
with all who would listen to her. ©She fearlessly and faithfully wrged them to accept Him
ss their Savieur, and asssured them tkat, if they would do so, He would glve them salvation
and complete sztisfaction. As & result of her loving and enthusiastie testimony, many of
the Samaritans believed on Christ and were gloriously saved,

& goodly number of the Samaritans believed sufficiently in the woman's testimeny that they
went to Jacob's well to see and tc hear the One Who had dome so mueh for her. After
hearing the Saviour in person, they besought Him to remein in their midst a while longer.
In response to their uvrgent request, He tarried for a couple of days. During that time
many others listened atientively to Him and received Him as thelr Saviour. He compleiely
satisfied their thirst for 1ight, 1ife and love. He still stands ready to save all who
will trust Him as a persensl Savicur. Only Christ can save and satisfy your soul.

"I heard the voice of Jesus say,
'Behold, I fresly give

The Iiving water; thirsty one,
Stoop down, and drink, and Jive.?

I came to Jesus, and I drank
Of that life-giving stream;

My thirst was quenched, my soul revived,
dnd now I live in Hin,"



