G0D IS LOOKING

Uilso T heard the voice of the Iord, saying, Whom shall I send, and who will go for
us? Then said I, Here am I; send me.¥  Isaiah 6:8. ,

Why does the Lord ask this question with such anxiety when He has all those shining -
seraphs standing at His side, and each one of them with six wings? Seraphs, not sinners,
should surely be the preachers of such holiress as that of the Cod of Isrsel, and the
heraids of such a Saviour. A% lsgsst, that is what we would have expected. DButb God's
thoughts in these things are not as our thowghls. Only once did God choose a completely
sinless preacher. In every other case (od has chosen sinful men. Frequently He has
chosen the most sinful of men He could get to speak to their fellow-men about sin and
salvation. And just as for ihe awakening and warning of simmers, so has He chosen
those for the edification and comfort of saints. Isaish, accordingly, of all men on

the earth at the moment, and of zll angels in Heaven, was the man chosen of Ged to
preach repentance to Jerusalem and to prophesy to her the coming of her Messish. And

he preached on 2ll these matters as ne aangel in Heaven could have preached.

Why is God asking for human service instead of doing the work Himself? It is because
the great purpose which He seeks to accomplish can best be achieved through human in-
strumentality. God has all power bul still He uses bumen Instruments to do His work.
He kas full snd complete power, and yet He calls upon men to go out with His message.

God has power, but He does not force the will of any person. He wants men to serve
Him, and He ¢allg men into His service, bul He walts for their acceptance of His call.

When God called Isaiah to the status of privilege, honor, and influence in witnessing
for Him, there was no hesitation. TWe are impressed by the willingness with which the
prophet offered Himself. He stepped forward guickly as one who felt it an honor to
serve (od, and was ready for any sacrifice which the honor might eatail. When God
asked for his services, Isaiah offered himself, and God accepted his services. In
likxe manner, the voice of the Lerd c¢fies loudly in the midst of His churches today
inviting voluntary serviee for diffieult work. God wants to work through a certain
kind of people. For what type of people is God looking?

4 Submissive People.
God called Isaiah, but He waited for him to be submissive. He is always looking for
Christian people who will say, "Thy will be done.t

Abraham was living quietly ih his father's house when God said, HGet thee out of thy
comntry, and from thy kindred, and from thy father's house, unio a land that I will
show thee.% Abrghzm went too not knowing whither he went.

oses was taking care of the sheeép in Midian when God called him to underteke a tre-~
mendous task. He sought to escape the call of God, but finally was svbmissive and
willing to go as and where God should lead.

Peter, James, and John were fishermen in the Sea of Galilee when Jesus passed by and
called them into His service. They were willing to follow Him. The Seripture says,
"They immediately left all and went after Him.4

Paul and Barnsbas were leaders in the church at Antioch. Doubtless they were happy in
the feilowship of the saints, but one day the Lord said, YT want you to go as My ilission-
aries,!" and they left the church in dntioch and went oul unto various places where the
Gospel had never been preached.
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Tener pesce and joy will be curs when we are submissive to ths will of our Lord and
5 %gar The Lord is locking for sabnlgslve people, those who are willing to follow
anywhere.

th“ Lord,
5

#Word.,

Christians who are wi ‘jmg to be bruised for the make of Jesus. It
‘ ne ﬂagoriiy of the volinbeers
O owe resd, Wei 1t ple

o caryy oui the

- God 1s leeoking
is not hard to gzet volinieers f
cease to work whe ,ga WRY c&li

£

the Lord t Jesns was 1

o

o1
5

irr. I
to be

of God. , ther is loolking neople & : to e bruls
can be brought to the Saviour. Arve you willing to suffer for Jesus if the need ari eg?

is vl ‘o bheir lives.. He has
tain af has a :ian for ;Uuﬁ He.%ﬁy‘be galling you to
v be calling you to foll Ty
wiever you do, accent EiS"

God ig leoking for peow;e wk
‘a plen for everything, znd s
do something very deilGUlt¢
and father and others oppose.

IT. A Separated.Feople.
We have been so slow to learn that we can not be used
the wordd. In writing to Timothy, Paul saic, WHeo man ih
Cwith the affairs of this life; that he may please him @ho hath uhosar k
soldier.¥ if we grn—to b wzrtﬁv servants of Lod we n
God can ;1. He does not demand greatb and iaL nted people, but
ey

e does regulire ﬁle & ~ated inghruments. But in a grest house there are not
only vessels of gold aﬂd FeT,

2doof earths end some to henour,
antl some to dlshopovr. 17 2 man therefore purse kins

od 31f we are entangled with |
T warreth entﬁngletﬁ himself
m ko be a8
from the wordd.

but also of wood

from these, he shall be a
vessel unite honour, sanctified., and neelt for the master's uwse, and prepared wnbo every
good work!  IT Timethy 2:;20-21, If ocur desire to bve vessels unio honour is Lo be
gratified, we must purge out of our imves bhe bhings which are Qlupleaalng unto the
Lord.

‘Not only is God looking for people separated from the world, but He is alse looking

for those who are separated unto Him. A nepative scparation tends to self-righteousness.
A positive separavion will meke us humble eand will keep us cloge o the Lord. It is

not enough for a Christian to be good: he must be good for “0meth1ng. God is ealling
for faithful servants, and we must answer His cell by sepsrating ourselves from the
world and unto Him for His service. '

IIT. A& Spirit-filled People,
God's work mustibe done with God's power. We are sure %o fail if we seek to work in
our own strength. Thiy is one of the greatesi hindrances to the work of Christ today.
At one time or another we are all guilty of this sin. We rush ahéad without waiting
for the enduement of power from on high. After we have made such miserable failures
we look back and realize that it was because we went withoubt His power. .

Wie are indwelt by the Spirit when we receive Christ as our Saviour, bub the filling
of the Spirit takes place when we completely surrender to Him. Every ehild of God has
the privilege of being filled with the Spirit. S

Why do we need to be filled with the Holy Spirit?

In order to overcome temptation.
There is no overcoming power in any of us uniil the Holy Spirit has controll of us.
Man cannot overcome temptation in his own strength. If any Christian will surrender
nis life completely to the Lord, the holy‘Splrlt will make of him an overcomer.

2. In order to show forth Christ to the world.
In curselves we cannot live the Christ-like 1ife. It is only when we are filled
~with the Spirit that others can see Jesus through ug. One of the great needs today
is that others might see Christ in us and through us. It is through being filled
with the Spirit that we are able to make this possible.
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3. In order to win the lost to Christ. _
Vhen Cod's Spirit #ills us, we are able to speak to the unsaved about their accept-
snee of Christ and siuccess will crowa our efforts. If we are not filled with the
Spirit, our words will be powerless, and we will be vnable to bring men to Jesus.
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IV, A Sacrifielsl People.
This is a selfish worid. PFPaul said, "For all seek their OW., and not the thlngs of
Christ.® Missionary €. T. Studd once said, "If Jesus Clirist be God and died for me,
then no sacrifice can be too greal for me to make for Him." God is certainly looking
for those who are willing to give up personal desires and zmbitions fer Him. He is
locking for those who wiil give of their time. He ig locking for those who will give
sacrificially of their money. He is looking for these who will sacrifice pride and
selfish ambition. God is looking for those who will give up comfort and luxury and

selfish pleasure for His glory. The nails of the cross rust be driven into self. We
mist die in order that He mzy be the center of our affecticns and life.

Tn the midst of this selfish world, are you willing %o be a sacrificial Christian?
Christ Jesus is looking for such to serve Him. \

Someone may ask the question, Wihy sacrifice?® The answer is, "We must sacrifice in-
order that others may know our Saviour and be saved.® There 1s no nobler work on
earth than that of witnessing to lost people for Christ. It is not always easy.
Sometimes it is very hard, but ch the joy of seeing people come to the Saviour.

God is looking over this audience now. How many submissive, separabed, Spirit-filled,
sacrificial people will Be find? Hay your hearbt respond now and say, I will be one.
Take me, Lord, and use me.%



