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"But thou, Israel, art My servant, Jzcob whom I heve chosen, the seed of Abrsham My friend,®
Iszish 43:8,
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unto him for righteousness: and

he wag called the

A friend is one who is intimately :
Friemdship is the mutual attaehnment of two perscn:
realized a8ll the meanings and implicetions of fris
tremendous value. TIn fact, frierd
it makes life rieh and full, brigl
the father of Constantine the Cr

Wy respectod, esteemed, and loved by snother,

i re thug lkmown snd loved. Christ
Po So to Him friendship was of

> very best things in life. For us,
der end sweet. That is vhy Constantius,
asures are ny friends.®

Every person needs faithful friends., 7Tt metters rot in vhat condition man iz found, whether
in riches or in poverty, whether ignoisnit snd rude or tighly civilized and educated, he
needs the friendship of one or more of his fellow ‘tures. Friendship is 3 necessity
in our lives., 4 {ruwe friend is owne who unhosoms f 7, advises justly, assists readily,
adventures boldly, tzkes all patient ously, and continues a friend

unehangingly.,
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Trve friendship brings comfort, Tt 1 hat "No reecipe omeneth =z heart but a
true friend; to whom you may impsrt oris  Joye, fesrs, hopes, suspicions, covnsels,

and whalsoever lieth upon the hesri o oppress ih, in s kind of eivil confession.” True
friendship provides comradeship, alsc. The very vord friendship suggests help and aid

in distress. Wo friendship is werth the neme whicsh dess not elevate, and contribute to
nobility of conduct and to stremgth of cherscter, bing in this werld is more delightful
than a true friend, who kindly receives and returns our affections, and who is faithful

to us in all of our true interests. In writing shout a friend, Bdgar 4, Guest stated:

"4 friend iz one who stunds to share
Your every icuch of grie
He comes by chence, but =
Tour praises he ig guick ig
"No grievous fault or passing whim

Can meke z2v enemy of hin,

And though your need be creat or smell,
His strength is yours throughout it all,

£

s by choice,
volce,

"o matier vhere your path mey turn,
Your welfare is his chief concern,
Ho matter what your dresm may be,

He prays your triumph scon to sgee.

no wish your tongue can tell,
wt Lt is your friend's as well,
The 1ife of nim who has o friend,

Is double-cusrded o the end,"

esting and very ingviring to discuss the general subjest

Altheough it would be extremely intsar
sge, Ingtead, I want to speak of

of friendship, that is net my resl »urnese in this me
the highest and holisst friendshin that mely, that which exists between the
soul of a believer inm Christ and God enggion will be based wron the
friendship between God end Abrakem. Abrahem was eulled "the friend of God." Much thst
is honorsble iz recorded of Abrahsm in the Holy Seripiures, but nothing equal to thie
statement., God put a very great honor upon Abrahsm by calling him His friend., What
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greater honor could there be than this? Abraham believed in hies Friend and Cod reckoned
it to him for rightecusness. How wonderful tec be #ble to be a friend of the Almighty!
Humen friendship is something to be held dear. To have 3 friend is to have one of the
sweelest gifts that 1ife cen bring. Humen friendskip is precious, but friendship with
God 1z something infinitely greater. God can hecome as real to us as any earthly friend.
In order for friendship te develop there must be fresuent associzbtion of friends. Then,
too, friendship cammnct all be on one side. Im this perticular instance it is intended
that we should Jmow that while God was Abraham's Priend, Abraham was Godls friend, He
recelved snd returned the friendship of (od. :

I. The Ground of This Friendship.

Friendships are not accidents; trace them back and you will find that they are rooied
in versonal affinities, The friendship bebtween God and Abraham was grounded in the
following:

1. Matual trust.
To say thai we do net trust our friends is a contradiction in terms. As an
expression of His affectionate confidence in Abrahem God said, "Shall I hide from
Abreham the thing which I do?" He was considering the destruction of Sodom and
Gomorrahs but how could He concesl the iniention from Abrsham, His friend? He
therefore told him of the judsment which He was about to execule on the gullby
cities. Abrahsn believed fod, and he was called the friend of God, And think of
what a burden was laid on the faith of the =striarch, He was called upon to leave
his home and go forth inte & sitrange land, rnot knowing whither he went. 014 and
childless he was asked to believe, and he 4id believe, that God would make of
him a greal nation, and thet through him the Messish should come and 23l the
natiens of the earth be blessed. And between that promise and the first sign of
ite fulfiliment there was & delay of fifty yesrs, until the very voice of nature
declared that the thing was impossible. Dub through all these years his faith
wavered not. God had made the promise, and in patient confidence Abraham waited
for its fulfillment.
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Not only so, but after Isasc was born and grown to young menhoed there came the
command to offer him wp 25 2 burnt offering, and thus meke the fulfillment of

the promise lmpossible. In 311 these trials he dared to believe that God could
find a way to keep Fis oromise, TPAbrsham believed God, snd it was impubted untio
him for rightecusness: and he was called the Friend of Ged." PFaith was the
grace for which he was the most remsrksble, znd in which he particularly excelled.
He 2lways believed what God told him, True friends always belisve each cther,

If we would be numbered among the friends of Cod, we must be pessesseors of a faith
like Abrahem's., Such a falth:

(1) Justifies from sin.
{2} Purifies the heart,
{3) Regulates the life,

2, Fuatual communion.

God and Abrahanm rot only trusted each other implicitly, but they talked with each
other, They visited with each other. Sescrets were disclosed, The sstisfaction
of having friends is that we can talk to them, and tell them our troubles, and
et them share our joys. UWhen we are about fo enter upon an enterprisze we like
first to consult our true friends. There is no care of the heart which we cannot
and sheuld net telk toc our Heavenly Father sbout, It is possidble to live in such
elose Fellowship with Jesus Christ that we will not have any doubt as to vhat He

would have us do,

Compacts were entered into between Cod and Abrahsm. On certain grand occasions
we read: "The Iord made a covensnt with Abram." God hsd intimete communion with
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him. He seid: "Fear not, Abram: I am thy shield and thy exceeding great reward,®
What & glorious privilege to pour out everything that is in one's heart o Cod !

The conseiousness thst one is reeconciled to God, and has in Him a Father an o
Friend, sheds over the mind a tranguility which excels the excitement of worldly

joy.

Matual service.

True friends are always ready te szerifice for sach other. Ve sre ready Lo
underteke hard things for those who are truly our friends, By that standard
test the faith of Abrahem. There came 2 % in the working out of God's nlsn
that He needed someons to leave his home snd his kindred and go into a strange
land, and Abrshem went without any hesitaticn. Then thers came a time when the
honor of God reguired that cne should give up the well-watered valley of the
Jordan, and lead his flock out in the plain where it loocked as though they would
all be lost; and Abrabsm who had the right of first cholee yislded it to his
ambitious nephew, Iot, That mesns that when business interests and the revealed
will of God come into spparent conflict the will of God is to have the right of
way. Still further on there came = day wher God said to the natriarch, I want
your son, your only son Isasc, end T wanbt vou to offer him up as &8 burnt of fering
on a mountain that I will show you. Without a2 moment's hesitetion he praparsed
to obey the command. Abrshem slwaye tried 4o do what God told him, Is it any
wonder then that God called him His friend?

Guarantees of This Friendship.

Security. ‘

“Fear not Abrsham, I em thy shield."” Tt would be difficult to imsgine a 1ife
more beset with perils than that of the vpairiarch, He was living in the midst
of strong and hostile tribes to whom he must heve appeared as an invader, and to
whom his great wealth must have been & verpetual temptation. And vet he remained
wmolested for a hundred yeérs or mors. Abraham's Cod is our God, and his Friend
ie our Friend, and the pledge thst He made to Abrzsham He has made %o you and me,

Suecess,
When we undertezke = work for Cod we need have no fear a8 to the outeome, To
fbraham He said: ¥I am thy shield and thy exceeding great reward,®

The Glory of This Friendship,

To he God's friend is to possess the highest homor that heaven can bestow,

1.

It means reconciliation to Him.
Whenever we look toward Him we can see z amile om His face, Our friends live in

our hearts, and the heart of God is the home of His friends,

Tt guarsntees likeness to Him,

A growing likeness to Him here and = verfect likeness to Him hereafter. Here,
(1) We shall be humble in spirit,

{2} We shall resemble Mim in character,

(3) Ve shall have confidence im His administretion.
(4) We shell hsve zeal for His honer.

(5) We shell enjoy the society of His friends.

{6) We shall delight to thirk of Him,
{7) We shall desire to please Him,

Will you become Fig friend now?

He waits only for you to open the door and admit Him =g your best Friend., Iet Him

inl



