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THRE WONDERFUL SAVIOUR

$Por unto us s child is born, unto us & som is given: and the goverament shall be upon his
shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counmsellor, The mighty God, The ever-
lesting Father, The Prince of Peace." Isaish 9:5.

The ancient world bossted of its seven wonders, including the Great Well of China, the
Harging Gardéns of Babylon snd the Pyramids of ¥gypt. The modern world also boasts of its
wonders. The Pwonderful® in mind snd matter confronts us at every turn. You mey add the
wonders of both the ancient and the moderm worlds together, and these combmd eannot equal
the wonder of Jesus Christ, to Whom our text refers.

In this snneouncement, which is i:he gospel according to Isaish, we have not only a birth,

but also a gift. This wonderful Savicur, of Whom Isaiah spesks, is not the production of
our race, put the gift of heaven., As we ponder His character, it will kindle our admiration
for Him and increase our devotion %o Him. '

God has been gracious and good to each of us. TFor each of us Eeahas provided: -

‘1, A wonderful world.
Proof that this world is wonderfunl is indeed abundant when we take note of fhe
chirping of the various kinds of birds Jjust cutslde our bedreoom windows at the
break of day, the fragrance of the meny beautiful flowers waited in on the moraing
breeze, the fleecy clouds changing from one color to another in the sarly dawn.
Then there are the feriile valleys stretching far in the distance with all their
excellent crops, and the hundreds of besutifvl hills with the thousands of cattle
grazing wpon them. The quiet lakes, the rippling rills, the rushing rivers, the
restless seas, the mishty forests, the towering mountains, the glorious sumset,
the silvery moon, the twinkling stars--all speek %0 us of the power and goodness
of God which are manifested for our good snd His glory, _

2. A wonderful azge.
This age i3 one in which the slow and laborious process of hand menufacture has
given way to the mighty wheels of industry driven by steam and electricity. Ve
are living in = day when the genius of science and the knowledge of man have
produced for us carriages that can run without horses, refrigerators that can
cool without ice, fruit that can grow without séed, televhones over which you can
talk without wires, and typewriters on which you can write without making any
noise. We ars living in &n age of tremendous outward development, of vast activ-
ities, of multiplied scientific discoveries, of snnihilated distances and of
general education. We now manufacture by the thousands and millions instead of
by the dozens. There has been such an amnihilation of distance that a hundred
miles is not any more %o us than two city blocks was %o our grapdfethers, The
ocean has become 2 mere inlsnd lake; the radio has dbrovght, as it were, the whole
earth to our door. It took Megellan yesars to¢ circumnavigate the world but Dr.
Hugo Eckener did it in a week. So this is 2 new age of scientiflc discovery and
progress and year by year God is unfolding to us more and more of His resources
‘and placing them at our service.

3. A wonderful Savieur,
This is the best blessing of &ll the blessings that God has pravided for us. I

have chosen the prophetic verse of Isaish 9:4 "For unto us a child is bora, wnto
us a son is given: and the goverrment shall be upon his sheulder: and his neme
shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The Everlasiing Fatier,

The Prince of Peace.® as & text for this message becsuse it so comprehensively
expressed the infinite attribvutes of Him vhom we delight to ¢all THE WONDERFUL
SAVIOUR. 'There is but one Being in the universe to whom these words can be ap-
plied, nsmely, Christ., Perhaps:this text is one of the most wonderful veraes

in all the Bible because at its beginning there is found an infent in its motherts
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arms, while at its close there is found the Almighty Ged who faghioned the
universe. .The faculty of wonder is natural to man. There are three things which
naturally evoke womder. The first is noveldy. We all wonder at vhat is abgolutely
new. Another scurce of wonder is the beautiful. We are so made, thet we cannoct
but respond to. the beautiful as the harp strings respond %o the player. But the

highest cause of wonder is the sublime story of some greai heroic deed, something

unparalleled in bravery er ir sacrifice, which not only stire and interests our
minds: but also elevates our souls, which 1ifts them higher and impels them %o
grest and glorious deeds. It is Christ who stimmlates this lest kind of wonder.
If there is something wonderful in any child as its mother no doubt would fendly
say is true, it was especially trues with the child Christ Jesus. When we think
of the lowliness of His origin, and remember how wonderful He was in His develop-
ment, in His life-~which life is chiefly compreshended in this menogragh, "FHe
went about doing good.¥, in His self-restraint, in His mastery over the forces
of nature, in His teachings, in His doings, in His death, in His resmrrection,
in His ascension, in Fis intercession, and in His second coming,—-we caunot but
foel the truth of the prophecy of our text made by Isaiah at least ftwenty-six

hundred years ago.

However, we will not spesk primarily of any of these wenderful things in conmec—
tion with the Seviour tut as we spesk of THE WONDERFUL SAVICUR He will fill us
with wonder as we consider His person, His purpose, His power and His possessions.
Therefore, our discussior must center en thess four points.

Christ is ¥onderful in Hisg FPerson.

For a deseription of FHis person we furn to Matthew 16:12-16 vwhere we are told that
Wyhen Jesus ceme inito the coasts of Caesares Philivpi, He asked His disciples seying,
Whom do msn say that I thé Son of Men sm? And they =aid, Some say John the Baptisi,
gome FElijsh, and cthers Jeremish or one of the prophets. He saith wnto them, Bui whom
say ye that I sm? And Simon Peter answered and said, Thou art the Christ the Sen of
the living God." Here He is represented as: —-

1.

The Son of God.
¥We know this from what God said at the baptism of Jesus as the Father spoke from
hesven ssying, "This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well plessed.® Matthew 3:17.
As the Son of God, John's Gospel repressats Him as: =~
{1) Livipg with the Father. .

 #In the beginning was the Word, and the Werd was with God, and the Word was

God. % Johm 1:1. This verse teaches His eternity, His equality and His deity.

{2) Zoved by the PFather, ' .
- PFor Thow lovest Me before the foundation of the world." John 17:24k, Jesus
‘made this statement when He wes praying to the Fzther on behalf of all

believers.,

{3} Ilaborinmg for the Father. -
HJesus saith unte them, My meat is to do the will of Him that sent Me amd to

finish His work.® John 4:34. This verse shows us that Christ's purpose in
this world waes matchlessly important, essentially pre-eminent and cardinally
SUpIreme. o

The Son of Men. , _ :
Jesus used this expression in referring to Himself in Matthew 16:13., Isaiah in

his wonderful fifty-third chapter gives us a marvelous picture of the Son of Mamn
and in it he represents Him as; ~-- - _
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(1) The Men of Sorrows. ,
HEe is despised and rejected of men; a man of sorrows and acquainted with

grief.® TVerse 3.

{(2) The Msn of Snffering.
"But Ho was wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised for our iniquities:
the chastisement of our peace was upon Him; and with His stripes we are

healed.¥ Verse 5.

(3) %he Men of Silence. :
¥He was oppressed, and He was afflicted, yet He opensd not His mouth: He
is brought ss a lamb to the slaughter, amd as a sheep before her shesrers
is dumb, so He openeth not His mouth." Verse 7.

The Son of God thus became the Son of Men in order that we, the sons of men,

might become the sons of God. FBut as many as received Him, to them gave He
power to become the sons of God, even to them that belisve on His neme.” John 1:12.
He was the Son of God. He wes the Son of Men. And both in ome. He was s¢ humen
He got tired; He was 80 Divine He said, "Come unto me all ye that lebor end are
heavy laden and I will give you rest.® He was so¢ humsn He got hungry; He was so
Divine He fed thousapds with z lad!s lunch, He wes so humen He gol thirsty; He
wes so Divine He wslked on the storm—tossed sea-~so Divine He said to the woman
2% the well; "Whosoever shall drink of the weter that I shell give him shall never
thiret." He was so humen He had to sleep:; He was 8o Divine He arose from sleep
‘snd stilled the ragirg tempest. He was so human He got lomely and wes pained at
the siowness of human recognition; He was so Divine that He could say, "The
Fother heth not left Me sions.” He was so humen Ee accepted a village girl's
invitetion to her wedding; He was so Divine that atthis wedding He changed water
into wine. He was so humsn He wept; Ne was so Divine He stood st the grave where
He wept snd raised the dead brother and gave him back to the emply arms and sch-
ing hearts of the sisters, This Divine-human person is Jesus of Hezareth~-litera~
ture's loftiest ideal, philosophy's highest personality, criticism's supremest
problem, theology's fundsmental doctrine sné spiritusl religion’s cardinsl

necessity.
II. Christ is Wopderful in His Purpose.

1t appeers to me that His purpose was three-fold, nan;ely: —-—

1. ‘The Revelation of God to Man. .
He said, "I and My Father are ome. He that hath seen Me hath seen the Father
also." He was.God menifest in the flesh. If He had just told about God He could
not have impressed the world more than the prophets before Him for thet is what
they did, But He wes Himself what He came to reveal or meke known %o men, God.
He revealed the infinite love of God for the sianer aund His hatred for his sinms.

2. The Bedemption of Man from 3in.
Sin is no idle fency for picnic conversation; ne innocent hallucination which
clowns use to amuse the crowds; no mild case of messles which ear be &asily
cured; or ne light picture of an srtist's dresm. Sin is 2 spot one cannol erase,
s disease onse cannot cure, & burden one cannct remove, & bondsge one connct es—
capt, & cord one csnnot sever, an idol cne cannot dethrone, & fiend that is
dregsing pan down the sloping stairway to & region of eternal flames in the
prison house of outer derkness. Sin is an opiste in the will, a frenzy in the
imsgiration, & medness in the brain, & polsen in the heart, the dsrkest fact in
the universe, the most fearful of 211 reslities—~Cod's enemy end men's desiroyer.
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Fhe only hope thet man can have of redemptien from sin is in Jesus Christ, the
Lamb of God thst teketh sway the sin of the world.

The Reconcilistion of Man to God.

Not only did Christ come to revesl (od %o man and redeem man from sin but He alse
csme to brirg men into his right or propsr relationship to God. The most urgent
ené vital need of mankind todny is reconciliztion to God. The very word "recon-
ciliestion® is a beeutiful and jJoyous word. The experience of reconciliation to
God is the most momentous transection in the 1ife of any man. It is with this
three~fold purpose thei cur wonderful Savionur ceme into the werld and gave Eis
l1ife on the cross.

III. Christ is Wonderful in His Fower.

His wOnderful power is menifest in His ability: -—

1,

3.

To Save.

{1) From sin's penalty.
Death, not only of the body but slse of the soul, is the penalty of sin.
Every sinner will have %o bear that penaliy unless he finds in Jesus his
personal Ssviour. Jesus has borne that penalty for him. There i3 no neces-
sity for him t0 bear it himself if only he will come to Christ amd receive
Him as Saviour. The debt is peid, and we can have perfect, instant forgive~
ness if we come to the Lord Jesus chrzst ty faith. He saves from sin's
penalty et our gonversion,

{2) From sin's powers
There is release for every ons of us from the indwellfng power of sin, if
only we will claim it through the finished work of Jesus Christ, by the power
of His precious shed blood. He will save us from the power of sin in our
daily lives if only we will look to Him and trust Him and possess the pos-
sessions that we have in Him.

(3} TFrom sin’s presence.
This will be when Jesus comes and takes us out of this woerid of sin $o be
vith Himself forever. When we reach that other life and world there will be
no more sin, and the work of Jesus will then be cempleted. He will have
saved us absolutely from sin's penslty, from sin's power, from sin's presence,
and that forevermore.

To Sustsin.

He can and does sustain us in the midst of ourt =—-
(1) Toils.

(2) Temptations.

{3) Trials.

To Supervise.
{1) Our ways.
{(2) Our words.

{3) Our works.

Yhen He saves, sustains, and supervises us then we have the power to live
*. 8. A life of purity.

be A life of progress.

¢. A life of praise.
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IV. Christ is Wonderful in His Possessions.

Out of all the meny things that He possesses I have time to mention only three, namely:

1.

3.

"His Huge Heert to Love Us.

His hesrt of love was so lsrge and Fis love was so far—rea.ching thet Ee died not
merely for Bis family and Kis bosom friends but His love was so greai that He
disd for strangers snd even enemies. ¥e often afflict Eim wiik our griefs and
troubles ené pile on Him our burdens dut beceuse of His great love for us, He is
always resdy 0 1if% ue vp, He is always resdy to help us when others are trying
to push us down. Vhile here in the flesh He geve to blird men sight, to deaf
men keen ezrs, 10 dumb men new tongues, to crippied men new limbs, t0 crazy men
resson, to lepers cleansing, to the sick heeling, to the dead new life. Only One
with a great heert of love would do the like., He constantly loves us and does
s0 meny things for us every day. '

His Heoly Word to Giide Us.

Yor right guidance the Bible is & Book above and beyexad all bocks as & river is
beyond & rill in reach, as the sun is above and beyond a tallow dip in brightness,
88 Niegars is above =nd beyond the mill pond in power, as the csk is above and
beyond the rosdside weed in majesty, as the wings of an eagle are above and beyond
the wings of & sparrow in strength, &s & tree is beyond a twig in fruit-bearing,
Eis Word is the mightiest, the loveliest snd the best of all bocks te guide us

in our glooms, to prompt us in our perplexities, to help us in our hazards, te
direct us in our doubts, and to be & leamp unto our feet and a light unio our
pzthway. FHis Word should be in our homes, ocur hands, our heads and our hebits.

His Hesvenly Heme t¢ Recelve Us.

Many of us have happy Christisn homes in which we live end enjoy the fellowship
we heve one with another there. Many of us also heve church homes where we com~—
sune with God and fellowship with one another. We delight to return to each of
these homes and happy &re the meetings that we have in each of these homes, Eut
far better then either of these homes is the heavenly home which our wonderful
Seviour has prepered for us end into which some day He is going to recelve us.

A small boy sat quietly in 2 sest of the day coech on & train running between two
of onr western cities. It wes & hit, dusty day, very uncomfortable fer traveling
and thet perticular ride was very uninterssting. Bul the little fellow sat
patiently watching the fields and fences hurrying by, uantil a metherly old lady,
lesping forward, asked sympathetically, "Aren't you tired of the lomg ride and
the dust and the heat deart? The 1sd lcoked up brightly, a2nd replied with &
smile,"Ves, melam, a little. But I don't mind it much, because my father is going
to meet me when I get to the emnd of it." VWhat s beeutiful thought it is that
wher 1ife seems herd, wesriscme and monotonous, a3 it sometimes does, we can
look forward hopefully snd trustingly, ané like the lonely little lad, "not mind
it much,’ because our Father, too, will be walting to meet us and receive us at

our Jjourmney!s end.

tywhen I come to the end of the long, long road;
o the land of eiternity.

Itil stand in the gloricus light of God,

And the face of my Lord I'1ll see.®

When He receives us into that wonderful home He has prepared for us it wilil mean
for us: ===
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2.

-V.
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A rest from our labours.

A reward for our service.

A residence with the lord.

A reunion with all the redeemed,



