EIEMENTS OF CHURCH STRENGTH

Awake, swake; pul on thy strength, 0 Zion; put on thy beauwtiful garments, O Jerusalem,
the holy eity: for henceforth there shall no more come into thee the uneciremmeised and
the unclean.® Isaiah 52:1.

The reason for a New Testament church being so streng is that its power is beth divine
and human. The divipme power and the human strength must work together, each in its
appropriate sphere. Whatl men cen do, he must de. If man's part in the work is execuied
proeperly, Ged's part will mever fail.

Our text is a elariom call to us to awske to a sense of omr past neglects, our present
duties and our fuiure opportunities, teo shake off the undesirable things and te put on
gur strength, ‘

In what dees the strength of a church consist? The elements of a strong and sucecessful
church are:

I. A Begenerated Hembership.

I% must be composed of saved peoplse. This is the only foundation wpon which a strong
apd successful chureh is built., 411 other foundatlons fail to produce a stronpg and
successiul church, Wealth, refinement, mumbers or ssclal stending do not meke a strong
ehureh, It is not mambers but regenerated people thet eounts for church strength.
Bpon the lives of the regenerate only ear a strong church be built. We may have a good
building with exesllent eguipment, a large membership and a great organizatien, but

we will not have a strong church unless our members are regenerated.

IT, Iloyalty Te The Truth Of God's Word,

What one believes hes mmeh to do with what he does and whet he becemes., If we are

to have a stromg church, we must be loyal %o the Bible teachings regarding salvation,
evangelism, migsionary endeavor, character and duty. The Bible teachings concerning
these things are the stendards by which a church is to be governed in accemplishing
its missien., A church that is faithful te the truth will be blessed by the truth.

ITI. TIntelligent Christian Idving.

It is good to have the truth and to believe the truth, but it is better to live it,
It is fine to have the truth preached from the pulpit, but it is mors excellent when
that truth is lived by the people in the pews., Consecrated Christiam lives are the
greatest asset im the building of a streng church. ILives without gmestion marks
after them are the sort that really eounmt. God asks, "Are you obedient?" The church
whose members live right will be a stromg church, and it will succeed in a great way.

IV, Activity In Service For Christ,

A church becomes strong by practice. It must put forth strenmgth in erder te gaim
strength and become strong., I1lustration--child walking, Evangelism is the keynote
of the program of Jesus Christ. It is the supreme business of the redeemed. Tt is
the very life of the chureh. Tt is necessary to the very existence of the church.

Tt is the greatest factor inm the solutienm of all chureh problems. Where the evangelistic
fires burn brightly there is always a spirit of consecration and wnity. The church
whose members are active in service fer Christ slweys wins, A church whose members
serve Christ falthfully, Ged will honor.

V. Fidelity To The Chuwrch.
We should be faithful and loyel to the church in various ways:



l. To its doctrinpes.
2. To its worship serviees,

3. Teo its work.
It is both a privilege and a duty to be faithful to its progrem. There is nothing
commendable about being s slacker,

4Lse To n,ts officers,
The membership of a church é.etermines the type of officers which that chureh has,
ard it has everything teo do with what they become. Officers of a church are entitled
to the prayers and cooperation of the membership.

5. To its good name,
Inconsistent living drags the reputation of & church in the dust. & church is
judged by her weakest members,

Our chureh asks for eur loyalty, our time, our atiendance, our talents, owr money and
our service., Are you giving your church a square deal?

Christ wants us to be stromg and steadfast in the truth, in spiritual freedom zmd in
holiness. He teaches ws that a strong chureh will bear the fruits of pure and gentle
thoughts, of kind and generous feelings, of itrue ard helpful words, of upright and honor-
able deeds, and of spiritual asnd accepltable worship, Christ is eslling uws to be faithful
to His and our church, to evangelize the lost, to instruet the saved, to guide the
perplexed, te reclaim the fallen and to comfort the sorrowful.

VI. Unity.

In order te have unity there must be full agreement ss to doctrine and what constitutes
vital Christian living. When a church has a regenerated membership there will be a
epirit of unity and feliowship emong its members. It has been said, "In mnity there
is strength," and thet is certainly true. If church members hang apart it camses the
Iord and good men to weep. But, when unity and brotherly love prevail the church is
irresistible and readily wins the respect, love and support of many others.

VII, Willing, Systematic, Iiberal And Saerificial Giving.

A chureh that gives will get., A libersal church is nearly always a church that is
strong epirituwally and every other way. It is fine for uws teo be stromg on these other
six elements of church strength, but it is alse important that we be strong om this
too. The financial support of a church ig a privilege, but it is alse an obligation
and duty.

These are the elements of chureh strength. we wanit a strong church? Are we willing
to pay the price for it? If so, let each of us take this text, "Awake, awake; put on thy
strength, O Zion," as the voice of God wurgently calling us; then awake promptly becsuse
life is passing and evil is growing, avail ourselves of the necessary stremgth and do
everything we can that is right to make our church strong. If we will do everything we
can that is right to make owr church strong, then im the end the Master will say, "Well
done, thou goed and faithful servant.....enter thou into the joy of thy Lord.%



