A EIDING PLACE FCR IHE S0UL

i Judgment also will T lay to the line, and righteousness %o the plummet: end the hail
shzll sweep eway the refuge of lies, and the waters shall overflow ths hiding place.
Isiah 28:17.

®And 2 man shall be as an hiding place from the wind, and a covert from the tempest; as
rivers of water in a dry place, &8s the shadow of a greet rock in & wesry land.! Isiskh 32:2.

The times in which Isish lived, like our own, wers full of trouble. The Isrselites had
drifted far from the glory of their earlier days, snd the nation of Israel was in a very
sorry plight. Both the socizl and political life were depraved. Materialism hed settlsad
over the nation. TFalse iteachings had been hurled ageinst Isresl like a tempest. The Ten
Commandments had been scrapped and = men-mede covenant had been instituted ss the rule of
faith and practice. The peopls were spirituslly bankrupt. '

This decey in the spiritual 1life of the people had uniocosed forms of criminality and genersl
disrsgard for ethical practice to such an extent thet the entire nation was in dire siraits
and facing grave conseguences. They were on the verge of temporal bondage. Capiivity was
in prospect for them.

To meet this need, the time-serving politicians advocated the formation of an alliance
elther with Assyria or with Feyvvb, two great adjacent empires. But Isiah, who was much in
prayer over the arproaching collspse, did not conmsent ic furn to the wisdom of hesthen
rulers for deliversnce. Instesd, he sssured the people that God would ralse up & Man Who
wonld be o remedy for all the ills under which his people suffered. This Man, ¥hom God

- would send, was the only hope of Isreel. He alone could save from complete disaster, and
afford protection and refreshment to the covenant psople. He would bring relief from wicked
ralers, be as a shelter from the blisght of corrupiing political winds, and be like the shad-
ow of a grest rock in a weary land. Isiah sew the coming Ome as a hiding place for the soul.

In many of the art gslleries of the world hangs the copy of & painting which represents the
spproach of o frightful storm. The storm clouds were rolling up black and cminous; the
tress were bending before the first blast of the oncoming hurricene; horses and catile were
chesing scross the fields in a frentie endeavor to escape the furies of the rapidly spproach-
inc cyeclone; and o little group 6f men, women snd children, with terror depicted in every
‘look =nd movement, were flseing as rapidly as possible in ssarch of a hiding place from ths
fury of the wild tempest that wes so soon to break. That is an accurate picture of real
human life,

I. TEvery Person Needs A Hiding Place For His Soul.

Every person needs z refuge or hiding place. A refuge means & protection sgeinsi dan-
zer or a source of safety. The fundsmental need of every person is & refugs, 2 hiding
vlace, a safe retreat, a haven of rest, or 2 port of safety For his soul.

Lfter the desth of Goliath, when the people seng, 13g0l has slain his thoussnds and.
David his ten of thoussnds,¥ Seul became insanely jealous. Henceforth, it was his
desire to sley David. When fleeing from Saul, Cavid took refuge within e cave. Then
Savl and his pursuing ermy encompassed him. Naturelly every minute seemed %o David
thet it might be the last., On either hend there was no help for him. In the midsi

of his gloom and Gespair, David looked away from himself and found a refuge in the Lord.
Tn like manner esch of us needs a hiding place for his soul., From what does one need

a hiding place?
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_2,7
The pangs of an accusing consciencs,
ng

Everyone has & conscience. ZHveryons hss sinned against his conscience. A con-
scisnce mey be dulled, ssered or mistrested, bul it will mske & serious and
terrible c¢ry ot times. Ch, whai pain thers is, &t times, in the human conscience |
It is the most terrible pain of s8ll. There is no torment like that of @n sccus- -
ing conscience. )

In Ferodts court room in Palestine & discussion was under way relative to Jesus
Christ. Some said thet becsuse of His mighty works He was Jeremish come back

to life. Others said that He wes Elijah. -54ill others said He was Isish. Herod,
trembling like & leaf, remarked "This is John the Beptist; he is risen from the
dead; and therefore mighty works do shew forth themselves in him." Why did he
think thet Jesus was John the Baptist returned to 1ife? Some -six months before,
John the Baptist knew about his sdultery sad among other things seid, It is noi
lawfrl for thee to have her." Sesking revenze for this uncomplimentary sermon,
Herod had John the Baptist beheaded. Imring these intervening months Herodls

conscience had said, "You have done wrong." Now he thinks that John the Baptist

has returned t0 plague him. His consclience was not dead.

You recall the trzgedy of Judss Iscariob who sold Jesus Christ for thirty pieces
of silver—about $15.95. A few hours later he returned to the members of the
Ssnhedrin, who had given him the coins, and offered to return the money tc them,
and finslly, when they refused to take 1%, he threw it down st their feet, and
said: VI have sinned in thet I have betrsyed innocent bdlood.® The men with whom
he had traded mocked him, and then, prodded by his conscisnce, Judes went out
to the outskirts of the city snd hanged himself. His conscience tortursd him
gad he concluded that suicide was the solution of his problem, but of course, it
was not. '

The power of Satan.

All =re sianners by nature and by choice, PBeheld I wes shapen in iniguity; snd
in sin 4id my mother conceive me." Evsryone knows that there is a power of sin
residing within him thel is more than he can master in his own strength. Mo

men knows how weak he is, 2nd he needs a refuge from the slumberiung power:of sin

in their lives.

Szten hee tremendous power, and he is exceptionally subtle and cunning. Soms do
not believe in the existence of a personal devil, but he is man'e greatest adverssry

The storme of life.

fghe Lord also will be a refuge for the oppressed, 2 refuge in times of itrouble.¥
Psslm 9:9. "When thou passest throuvgh the waters, I will be with thes; and through
the rivers, they shall not overflow thes; when thou walkest through the fire, thou
shzlt not be burned; neither shall the flame kindle upon thee.® Isiah 43:2,

Byen our Seviocur passed through the storms of 1ife. He knew what it was o be
hungry, thirsty, tired, wesry, griefstricken, despised, rejected, slandersd, spit
upon, scourged and tortured.

Are you in trouble? Do you heve burdens which are hidden to the eyes of people?
Are you perplexed, cast down, discoursged or despondent? Our Lord said, "Come
unte me, all ye that labor snd are hesvy laden, znd I will give you resi. Tske
my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek snd lowly in hesri: and ye shall
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find rest unto your souls. For my yoke is sasy, and my burden is light.

"Mever a trial that He is not thers,
Wever a burden that He doth not bhear,
Faver a sorrow that He doth not sharse,’
Moment by moment, Iim under Hig care.

Wever & heartache, and never & groan,
Hever & teardirop and never & moan;
Fever o danger but there on the throns,
Moment by moment He thinks of His own.

Never z weakness that He doth nct feel,
Fever o sicknsss that He cannot hesl,
Moment by moment, in woe or in weal,
Jesus, my Saviour, abides with me still.®

L, fThe wrath of God.

Hvery person nseds & hiding place from the wrath of fod. God loves the sinmer,
but so long as ke comtinues in unbelisf and réjection of the divine remedy for
sin he siznds exzosed to the wrath of God. The Bible tells us that "But afier
thy hardness snd impenitent hesrt treasurest up uante thyself wrath sgainst the
dey of wrath and revelaiion of the righteous judgment of God; Who will render
to every man according %o his deeds.® Romans Z:5-6.

II. Meny Eiding Flaces For The Soul Are Imadsguate.

Gertain tests cen detect and revesl these f2lse and inadequate hiding places for the-
soul. :

1. Doss it meet the highest demends of the consc*ence?
2. Does it mske you & better person’

3.  Will it stend the test of the dying hour?

L, wWill it stand the {est of the Judgment day?

Unless your hiding plsce sisnds these tests it is worthless. Here are some false and
insdeguate hiding rlaces:

i. Trust in your own go0dnisess.

hany trust in their own goodness, snd consider themselves good enought withoub
any help whatsoever from God. Will this refuge meet the teste?
(1) Does it satisfy the highest demends of your congcience?

(2) Does it meke you & better person?
Are you zny gentler, sweeter, kinder, more considerste, more humble and mors
helpful because you trust in your own goodness?

(3) ¥%ill it stend the test of the dying hour?

" Many kave boasted of their goodness, but when they ceme to die they w1shed

that they bad & living fsith in Christ. How many heve said, "I wish thet
I was a Christisn,® or "What & pity that I have waited until now i VWhat
will be your hope in the dying hour?

{(4) ¥Will it stand the test of the jJudgments day?t
When you come to stend fsce to face with the Grest Judge, 3ou.w111 not sgy, -
%1 am cenfident that my rightecusness will pess with Thee.¥ Remember Godls
Word says, "By the deeds of the law shall no flesh be justified.t
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2. Pyrust in the bDadness of others.
Frequently one will say, I don’t pretend 10 be Sco good; I have my wesknesses end
I know it, but I amas good as & lot of those in the churches, so I am going io
let things go as they are snd iske my chances.¥ ¥Will ithis refuse meet the tests?
(1) Does it satisfy the highest demends of your cconscience? %I am not very good,
but ag geood sg somebody elsel®
{(2) Does it mske you a betier perscn?
Fobody will ever be msde better by talking sbout the badness of others.
(3} Will it stand the tesi of the dying hourt
It will never give you the comfort you will need then.
(4) Will it stend the test of the judgment day?
¥So then every one of = shell give an zcccunt of himself to Gog.F In the
Judgment you will forget everybody except yourself.

3. Trust in religion.

Eeligion never saved anybody. Trust in religion is one thing, ané ftrust in Christ
is another. All sre religicus, bubt many sre still unseved., %The Saviour sasid,
"¥any will say to me in that day, lord, Lerd, have we not prophesied in thy name,
and in thy nsme have cast out demong, and in thy nsme done many wondsriul works?
And thepn will I profess untc them, I never knew you. Depert from me ye that work
iniguity.* :

ITI. There is A& Sefe Hiding Place For Every Soul.
The Lord Jesus Chrisi is the‘enly safe hiding plsce. Ho nmeets every test that I have

discussed and every one that you can mention. I8 He your hiding plsce? If not, accept
Him now. He said, "He that believeth on me hath everlasiing life.® '



