THE PURPOSE OF LIFE

"Bven every one that is called by my name: for I have created him for my glory, I have
formed him; yea, I have made him," Toeiszh 43:7.

The message of the orophet Iseiszh wae national, bui our text twrns our attention from
the corporate 1ife of the nation %o that of the individusle who composed it. Here he
says to the individuel a Iittle mere fully what he has giready sald to the nation., The
opening words of this dext indicates that the provhet was thinking not so much of the
whole pation of Tsrael as of the irdividuals who made up the nation. "Every one" is

a distributive by use of which the thought passes te individuwal 1ife, and the great
purpose of its being.

This text is a revelation of the princinle that has apriication in the case of SVEry
individvel 1ife. All the things seid concerning the chosen people of God, in their deepest

intention, reveal the thought and prnose of God for all men.

I. ¥an Is & Crestion Of God,

In this one brief verse thres words are used o describe that creation. 7T have
created him." It is an all-: ve word, wnich indidates sctual causing to be, by
the God of omnipetent pewer and wisdon, Tn the Tir chapter of Cenesis youw will
find This word translated "orested® appears three Limes, Tt is used only when there
was an entirely new beginnings.
act of cauvsing to be.

"I have formed him." This word "ormed¥ indicates a process, It is g word which is
perpetually used of the potter st his work at the wheel. By manipulation of things
already existing, a new thing ic made to be. '

ie"® indieales the outlock on the vresult, I have made.
nished, He assumes resvonsibility for the result.

"I have made him." The word ™
I have accomplished. I have 4

It is significant that the provhet used these thren great words when he wrote sbout
what God dees in the case of man. Tn all his complex pature man is a thought and a
work of God, We leck out upon rsture and see in The hendivork of man inventions and
improvements, but there is ro sdvance in man, ssve a& that which already lies within
nim potentially is realized in the process of mn alstory, A1l evlture is simply
the development into visibility of powers divinely bestowed in the creation of man.
How wonderful are the thoughts of men! We ses them expressed in architecture, in
seulpture, in art, in poetry, in ohilosophy; but all these are broken lights of that
essential thought of God whick He wrought out when He wmade man, Man is of divine
creation, '
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Not only is man a divine creation, but he is a divine expression, made in the image
of God., Man is distinet from 11 the lower creation in this, and herein lies his
dignity, he is made in the likeress of Cod.

Hvery man is a divine creation. Occasionally somebody séys of some outstanding man,
"God made So-and-So and broke the mold.® What is the siivgestion? That God ocecasionally
makes some remarkable man snd bresks the mold, that there mey not be any repetition.
He bresks the mold after He has made every man. Ivery msn is an individual, a special
thought of God incarnate in hmwn flesh, When Jesus Christ stood before Pilate, and
Pilate challenged Hiw as to Fis Kingship and as to trulth, the Master said, "To this
end have I been born, snd to this end am I come into the werld, that I should bear
witness unto the truth.™ It was a great declaratior of conscious individuality,
potentiality and responsibility. In some messure every men can say the same, The
trouble is we do not 211 find out for whatl we were born and for what purpose we came
into the world. ‘




I,

Man Is Created For The Gloyy OF God.

Man is God's creation, God's formation, God's making, and, therefere, precious to the

heart of God. In God's estimation men was worth dying for. God said, "I have created
him for my glory." How shall this be ssid so that the declaration may startle us into
attention and change the current of our lives? Tt ocught so to do, and will do so, if
we can bud hear it as we ought tv hear it. What is the purpese of humen life? There
is the day of birth, and out there somewhere is the day of death, and these are but
human terms, the full meaning of which none of us fully understends. The beginning
and the end sre ineluded., - What iz the real mesning of the interim, of all that which
lies between the weil of birth dﬁd the darkneﬂs of death? What is the real meaning
of homan life, ils true purpese? '

Iet me mention some things. There are such things zs the amassing of wealth, the

acquisition of knowledge and the pursult of pleasure. I mention these only to dismiss
them, The deepest in you premptly says, "No, it cannot be that a man divinely created
has as the purpose of his existence such things as these. Iet them be dismissed.

The great end of =21l creation is Codls glory. He so created all things that they
should set forth His glory. Everything, as it issued from His hand, was so made as

to show forth and preclaim His glerious and urepproachzble majesty, power and greatness.
Hence the outburst of the psslisizst, "The heavens declere the glery of God; and the
firmament sheweth his handywori. Day unto dsy utitereth speech, and.night‘unto night

sheweth knowledge."™ Pealm 19:1-2.

God'ts glory may be set forth vneonsciously, ag it is by the things that are devoid

of intelligence—the sun, the moon, the stars, ete, It is set forth consciously also,
ag by the host of heasven, the zngels and the childrén of men. For the betier setting
forth of His glory, God "ereated man in His own image."™ Then when man had marred the
image in which he was made, God rodeemed him., THés he is still able to sel forth
God's glory, and teo do so is the end of his being. ™Whether therefore ye est, or drink,
or whatsoever ye do, do gll to the glory of God," I Corinthians 10:31. "For ye are
bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body, and in your spirit, which
are God's." I Corinthiang 6:70, "The chief end of man is to g¢lorify God ard te enjoy
Him forever.,® Iivihg to the glory of God is the law of the universe, is a perfect
ideal of 1life, is commanded in the seripbures and is profitable.

Man is able to glorify Gods The powers of his persenality, the exereise of his reason,
the aetivity of his will and *the putting forth of his energy can all be to the glory
of God. Belshazzar, in sl the splendor of his ball of feasting, with his ﬁomles
about him, fell into the terrible error and sin of sending for the vessels of the

rd out of which to drink, What was the charge of the messenger of God? ¥The God
in whose hand thy breath is, and whose are a&ll thy ways, hast thou not glerified.”
The messenger of Cod did not say anything about his drunkenness or lusit, but back of
them was the failure to realize the irue purpose of his beélng, which was to glorily
God. And all have sinned in that way. So, our blessed lord said, "Hxceplt a man ke
born sgain, he cannot see the kingdom of God."

1, ¥en is created for the Inowledge of God,
There is given fo man a consciousness of Cod which ne other being has. In the .
olden days Zophar gald, "Canst thom by searching Find out God?" The answer which
was intended, snd which is correct, is "by no means." The very first way in which
men glorifies God is by coming to know Him. :

2. ¥en is created for fellowship with God.
In every mén there is a capacity or ability to listen to the voice of God. In
him thére is the possibility of sympathy in thought and feeling with CGod. It is
truly wonderful that man has been made for commumion with God.

3., Man is created for eocoperation with God.
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W%at'waﬁ it in the beginning? Go, dig this garden and keep ii. When Adam began
18 delving and dlgﬂlng, his watehing and his eultivation, until there came first
he blade, then the sar, then thé full corn in the ear, what was he doing? He
wag working with God. He wes a pariner with God. Cooperation with God is the law
of human life, and for thal msn was created. -

Man is created for revelation of God.

The story of how Christ glorified God is told in His own words s "My Father worketh
hitherto, and I work." Cooperation with God in His case was Eedemption and Renewals
gathering the thorns owb of the garden and bathing them in His blood that the curse
might be removed, Christians are osllgate& to be ™iorkers with God.," Godly men
and vomen are in cooperaticn with Him, Through their lives in the Iord's churches
the kindness of God is to be manifest and fiis gospel is to be proclaimed to all,

Man fulfills the purpese of his being by such zctivity with Ood as will result

in the revelation of the Heavenly Father, For ~cooperation with God men is made.

Any man vho lives for anmy lower thing than to glerify Ged is nrostitutinb his
God~given powers. Do I take these hours and dave ', these powers, this thought, this
mind, this epirit and use thém for any other purpose than to glorify God? If S6, .
that is prssbltutlon. To fzil to seek the glory of God is to sin. '

In the light of thip consideration, what sbout vour 1ife? God reguireth that which
is past. Where is it? What of the years that hsve gone? TYou can name the date
and place of your birth, Here is the day of your deeth. You cannot name

it, What have you done wiil these years since you were born? You must acknowledge
that you have sinned and felien short of hv wlcry of God, Yet it is to theose who
have so simned that He hay sent His Son. "The Son of Man is come to seek and to
save thalt whieh wes lost.”

See how you have failed. Then, understand that great declaration, "I am Jehovahs
and begide Me there is no Saviour." Come %o Him as a personal Saviour and vou
will find Him full of pity and full of power. Your past may be forgiven and you
may yet live to His glorvy.



