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GOP'S APPEAL TO REASON

"Come now, and let us reason together; saith the Lord: though your sins be as scarlet, |
they shall be as white as snow; though they be red like crimqen, they shall be as wool "
Isalah 1:18. _ .

4 cowrt scene is portrayed in this startling pacsage. George Adam Smith said, %1% is

a crown case, and God is at once the Plaintiff and Judge. The people of Judah are the
defendants., The charge against them is one of brutish, imgrate stupidity." In conclud-
ing the trial at the bar of justiece, the Juige takes the place of a sppplicant and pleads
with the culprits to give a rational con81der&tion te the issues imvolved.

In the opening verses of this great prophecy we are brought face to face with sin in all
its foulness and deadly power., Perhaps in no other passage of the Blble is sin so clear-
1y revealed as the deep and burning disezse of the soul, for which man cannot produce a
remedy. God's people had proved themselves ungrateful, spurned the merey of heaven, and
loaded the national conscience down with terrible sins. Sinister days dawnmed upon Judkh
and Jerusslem., Violence and ecrime stalked through the land unchecked; trade and industry
vere stagnant; agriculture was paralyzed; Israel was devastated and its glory gone. Sin
had mede the people indifferent, careless, callous and rebellious. They were not con—
sciouns of God's presence and of their accountability tc Him. Sin had desdened their con--
gsciences and destroyed their recognition of God'and His right to reipgn.

The €Call,

Come now, and let us reason together, ssith the Lord." In this first chapter Isaish
mentions desperate types of simners—- sinners who were guilty of blasphemous sacrifiees,
hollow prayers, and terrible wickedness., The people were the victims of the evil wizard-
ry of sin and they attempted to change darkness imto light, bitter into sweet, and evil
into good. Sin had made the natlon an open sore and kept that sore inm a festerlng state.

In these openlng verses the Iord is geen pleading with His people. He had leoved them

and cared for them gll their days, He has lavished His tenderness and His mercy upom
them, He has chastened them and afflicted them, seeking fto twrn them back to His love,
but all without avail. They were still wedded to their sins, and still bound in the
fetters of their evil lusts. "Hear, O heavens, and give ear, 0 earth: for the lord hath
spcken, I have nourished and brought up children, and they have rebelled sgzinst me. The
X knoweth his owner, and the ass his master's crib: but Israel doth not know, my people
doth not consider. Ah sinful nation, & people lsden with iniquity, a seed of evildoers,
children that are corrupters: they have forsaken the Lord, they have provoked the Holy
One of Israel unto anger, they are gone away backward." Isaish 1l:2-4,

Isainh charsecterizing the ingratitude and fesrful wickedness of the people, arraigned
the nation: before the bar of heaven, ealling as His witnesses the heavens, the earth,
and the dumb brutes of creation, whose fidelity to their masters was a silent reproof
to God's disobedient people., Boldly, in lsment and in denunciation, Isaiah declared that
their prayers and sacrifices were rejected; yea, they were an abominatien to God so long .
ag their hearts-were corrupt and their hands were stained with blood. :

Here we bekoid sin as God sees it and suffere through it. His Word states that there is
less reason and less understanding in the heart of the sinner than in the beasts of the
field. There is more sense in the beast than in the wan who rejects the love and the

mercy of God.
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The Coﬂference.

"Come now, and let us reason together, saith the Lord." Thus God invited sinners to
meet Him in conference and talk over the matter of their sins. God's loving heart
poured itself out in mercy and compassion, Though they gave God unreasonable Ais-
regard, though they gave no heed to His truth, though they had forsekenm God, though
they revolted more and more under His chastenings, though through sin they had brought
ruin and desolation to their cities amd land, though they had been perverse and would
not comply with that which was for their own good, yet all were invited to meet God
in conference snd talk about their siams. R

Do you know why people are not converted and saved? There is .only one reason vwhy any
sensgible man is mot saved and that is because he had refused te reason with God. He
never did reason it out. If he hady he would have been saved. '

Isn't it strange how men made in the imege of God, men who have to die, go day by day

III.

and do not even stop te consider their sins? They do not want to consider their sins.,
They do not want te face the fact that death is coming. They do not want to think
about the juigment. They do not want to think about hell, God says, "Why don't you
come and sit down at the council teble? Why don't you draw near and let us talk this
think over., Why don't you stop and let me show you why you ought to be saved?" The
reason people are not saved is that they do not consider. Isn't it sirange that you
who are unsaved have never intelligently considered your state, your danger, your need,
your sin and youwr wickedness, N

Coneider the fleeting joys of sin. You turn down Christ be cause you wanl to drinmk,
or you want your own way, or you want the pleasures of sin of one kind or another.
Well, isn't it strange that yom never stop to consider that all these will soon be
gone? How much better it would be for you to stop and consider before you go any far-
ther in sin!

Sin is not simply corruptinmg; %% is blinding., Sin so fastens its hold upon us that we
esn not even recognize the Lord Who made ms. We cannot feel the wounds which sin has
torn within our hearts, We cannot see the scarlet stains whichk have blotted and spoiled
the pages of our lives. But God has seen; God has known; and God in His love has pre-~
pered for us the precious gift of His forgiveness and salvatien, God has sent to the
world His only begotten Son, that through His death on the cross those sins which have
stained and soiled our lives might be blotted out forever. Our text is a message for
"ginners of the deepest dye." It is the declsration of God's love for the lowest and
the worst. There is no one beyond the reach of His love, no one who has gone too far
in sin to be reached and saved by Him, Many have never judged themselves to be sinners.
Many have never seen themselves in desperate need of God's forgiveness, many who shall
come in the last day and shall seek entrance to the Father's Kingdom only to find that
the door has been closed.

The Condescension.

"Though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they be red
like crimson, they shall be as wool.? Though you be the worst that you could ever be,
God's love is deep enough and rich enough for you. Even those dazzling and glaring
sins that have made you bow your head and stoop your back, even those sins may be wiped
away and blotted out in the mystery of redeeming love, Even those sins that live in
your memory, those sims that keep pursuing you and haunting you through the years,
those sins that the world has never knmown, those secret sins that only God and you
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have known, even those sins may be lost forever im the clouds of His glory. There is
ne stain too deep for Him to wipe away, no wound too deadly for Him to cleanse, to
purge and to heal, . :

"There is a fountain filled with bilood
Prawn from Immanvel's veins;

And sinners, plunged beneath that flood
Lose all their guilty staims.

E'er since by faith, I saw the stream
Thy flowing wownds supply,
Redeeming love has been my theme,
And shall be till I die.®

Oh the condescension of the eternal God talking and reasoning with man who spends his
years as a tale that is.told; the unchangeable God eonferring with men who is unstable
in 211 his ways; and the omniscient God seeking to reason with foolish man! Christ
came from the heights.of deity to the.depths of humanity to live with and to die for
sinners, He came from the honors of heaven to the horrors of the cross, from the throne
of heaven to the tree.of calvary "to bear our sins in His won body on the tree"— "to
die the just for the uwnjust, that He might bring uws to God.?

IV, The Consolation.,

What a joy and comfort it is to know that God's love is wniversal, God's propitiation
for sin is universal and God's offers for salvation is universal! God's willingness :
is that all men should be saved. God sent Jesus Christ to pay owr debts, to suffer the -
punishrent we deserve, to balance the books and to write down te ouwr eredit in His own
blood in the boeks of God the value of His own life lived and His life laid down. And
all of us are respongible for what we do with this free and unrestricted offer of eternal
life, If we perish in our sins, it is because of our own rejection of God's call. "God
sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the world through him
-might be saved.® John 3:17.

Sometimes people, when deeply convicted of sin, feel that there is no pardon for them,
that God will not forgive them, and that Jesus Christ will mot accept them, But in
spite of all their fears and their sins, Christ receiveth sinfil men. All kinds and
conditions and degrees of simners are not only invited but pardoned, except those who
will not come. Though you may have wallowed in gutters, if you will come to Christ and
ask mercy He will absolve you from all sin. The vilest of the vile can be saved. None
need degpair. Many, down deep in ein, high up in sin, notorious in sin, have obtained
merey and forgiveness. So there is hope for you. God invites you, saying, "Though
your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow.® Jesus says, "Him that cometh
unto me, I will in no wise cast out.® "There is no respeet of persons with God."

God mekes no difference between big sinners and little sinners, gubtter simmers and
boulevard sinners, low-down sinners and highly respectable sinmers, He condemns both
equally on account of their attitude toward Hls Son. Your relation to Christ will
determine your eternal destiny. '

You can be saved if you want to be. God will fergive you if you repent and believe,
If you really believe on Him who loved you and gave Himself for you, God says you are
saved., You may go to heaven without health, without wealth, without honor, without
learning, without friends, without culture, w1thout ten thousand other things; but you
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cannot go to heaven without Christ. You may be all righﬁ: with everybody in the worid,
but if you are not right with God through Christ, you are not ready for l1life, or death,
or the endless eternity beyond these unrecoverable years.

A detective went into a Brooklyn drugstore, laid his hand upon the shoulder of a may
and said, "You are wanted," "What do you mean?" asked the man. "You know what I mean.
You were in the Albany penitentiary several years ago; you escaped and went West. You
married out there came back here and settled; and we have been on your track ever since.
Now we have you! You need not deny iti* The man said, "That is true; I won't deny it;
but I would like to go home snd say goodbye to my wife and child," ®A]l rightl" They
went to his home. He met his wife and little child and sald, "Wife, haven't I been a
kind husband? Haven’t I been a good father and worked hard to make a living?® She
replied, "Yes; what do you mean?" "I mean that I am an escaped convict from the
penitentiary. Since I met you, your love for me has made a different man out of me,
but I am an escaped criminal and must go back to the penitentiary.”

This man was all right with his wife, child and neighbors, but he was wrong with the
State of New York. His being right with his wife and child and neighbors d4id not make
him right with the State of New York. You may be right with youwr family and friends and
neighbors, but all wrong with God; and, unless you accept Christ as your personal Saviour
you can never get right with God. The very moment you accept Him as your Saviour, He
will save you. - Will you accept Him now? :



