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Does God Bver Give 4 Han Up?
"Ephraim is joined to idols: let him alone.® Hosea 4%:17.

Israel and Judsh were in a @epiora?le state of irreligion and morsl debase-
menit. The prophet Hosea, faithful te his task, recomnted the prevailing
vices quite frankly, and scolemnly warned the people of the inevitable re-
sults of their wickedness Many of the people had openly rencunced God,
and given themselves up to the waﬁship of idols made with handz., They de-
liberately turned their backs upon God. Hosea's words sugeested the solemn
truth that z nation may fall away frﬁm God, lose sicght of its early idesals,
and incur the blindness which results from persistence in sin.

From the scriptures we learn that man is the crowning werk of crestion., He
is the noblest work of God., He alone ls esndowed with intelligence, He can
feel, think =nd reason., God placed him in suthority over the fish of the
sea, the creatures upon the earth, and the fowls of the air. £ind just in
prop@rtion to his exalited pesition are his privileges and responsibllities.
He is made the arbiter of his own destiny. Cood and @Vll 1ife and deszsth,
are cet before him, with the power of choice,

But he is not left to himself in this metiter. His Mzker wishes him well

and follows him up with invitations znd incentives to make the right choices,
He communicztes with him, revealing His will and offering to him His bless-
ing, gvaranteeing support in time of need, and protection in time of danger,
He even seeks his companiocnship. Pawewef, 21l of this may be in vain. Man
may resent the apprcaches of his Msker until Ee may turn swey znd leave hin
to himselfl, Ephraim was favored with every opportunity of blessing, but
finally God seid, "Ephraim is jolned to idols: let him slione.™

I. Cod Alwavs Seeks Man's Best Intsrests.

Man has never been left wholly to himsell., His Mgker has followed hinm
evernn when he went into the depths of sin, commending Hic love toward him,
in some way, He has zlways kept open =z way of communication with the human
race, As the sges passed, these comrunications became more freguent and
more distinet, until now we zre blessed with the abiding revelation of
"the glorious gospel of the blessed God.® What good 1 intended for man?

1. It is to save him.

Foreseeing the entrance of sin into the world and the conseguent fzll

of man, God prepared teforehand the plan of salvation, and in the ful-

ness of time sll the details ¢f thzt plan were wrought out. Thisg

plan of redemption deals with men as individuals, and must be address

ed to sach one through the intellect and the Pff&@tlﬁﬁﬁ, lecv1pp the
matter of cheoice with the individual. God's revelation to man is suf-

ficient to convince his judgment, conguer his will, arnd win his love.

This salvation saves from gin, from the stain of sin, from the power

of sin, from the love of sin, and from tke consequences of sin.

2, It is to make men better.
God's love for man and His desire for man's welfare runs throurh the
whole scheme of redemption. The salvetion of man necessarily involves
the vetterment of his conditicon. The sinner is urged to repent towar
God and believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, with the assurance that he
will thersupon experisnce regenerstion and the transformation of life.
balvation means 2 chenge of mind and heart and iife. For this purpose,
God would put His lew in his mind, His grcce in his heart, and His
spirit in his life.

3, It is that he may do good tq others.
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God teld Abrahem that He would bless hinm, and that he in turn
would be a blessing., Paul ssserted that the grace of God which
was bestowed upon him wsg not in vain, Believers in Christ should
witness to the saving power of His glorious gospel.

TI. How Does God Urge His Claims Upon Men?

iv.

1. Through the Hible,

In it Be reveals to us His will, ocur true condition, everyihing
egsential to salvation, and our destiny. From the beginning to
end, it sbounds in warning, in invitstions, in instruction, and
promises. It 1= a stending protest against the sins of men and
perpetual offer of mercy and pardon to any who will accept it.
Through it the Lord Jesus Christ knocks at the door of every hesrt
asking admittance.

(0 bebr g

2. Through His ministers of the gospel.

God has selected whom He would, cslled them into His work, put within
them the power of an endless 1ife, vut In thelr hearts s warm love
for truth and rishteocusness and an unconguerable zesl Tor the salva-
tion of mern, impelled by which they go everywhere preaching the Word.
They repeatedly urge men to acgept Christ znd be saved,

3. Throurh His providence.

H
Every relurning season, with ifts fruit and f od sumn}y is God's
testimony to His goodness to men and His invitation to submission

and trust.

L, By the Boly Spirit,
Fowerful though they be, none of these agencigﬁ would il anything
without the work of the Holy Spirit. We zare nipiegﬁ iﬁ our fzllen

neture, and all of the means used to win us from sin will fail apart
from the Foly Spirit: but with His zid men can turn to God.

{1

Does God Beslly Abandon Men®

Is there 2 limit to God's petisnce? The children of Israel went up to

cspy out the Promised Land., God promised i@ go with them, saying, "I

will fight vour bzttles and give you the lsnd.," The sples went up and
came back toe make their report., Some a&Lé "They are giaents." DBut what
difference did it meke 1if the enemies ware giants, so long as they had
God to fight thelr battles? I God is with us what do we care? They
refused to go up and take the land, saying, "We are not ready to go.”

8o God said, "Ye shsll never go." Then t?ey wanted te go, but God said,
“"Ko,¥f vou try to possess the land now, vour enemies will chase you iike
bees, for T will not go with you.” Gon never gave them another chance.
Some say, "God should have given them another chancey just one more
chence anyway." G@d never gave them another chance, so they died in the
wilderness. God's time was the only time they could go,

God not only hes His ways and means for doing things, but His time as
well, Whenever we fail to do things a2t God's time, we fail for all timeg
becasuse there is no time eXcept Cad*s time. He has definite times for
doing things, apd if we miss His time the opportunity iz gone forever,
Failure to recognize this fact has wrought havoce with many 2 soul. It is
a hagardous thing to trifle with God for He has ssid, "My Spirit shell
not zlweys etrive with man®

How Does Ggd Give Man Up?

He gives man up by leaving him to himself, How utterly hopeless and
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helpless man i3 when left alone. He is left with the sccumulated
guilt of 2 lifetime in sin, helplsss in his depraved nature, loving

darkness rsther thsn light beczsuse his desds are ovil., What could be
more dreadful tharn for 2 man to be left to himself?

Ho man has a rizht to g0 to hell. It is wrong Tor 2 man to go to heil,
and no man has a right to do wrong, but every maen has the privilege of
doing so. When God gives 2 man up, that man is given over to fimal
destruction. Years ago a large excursion boat, the Benjamin Franklin,
was zoing down the Chioc River with 2 party szboard. An clid negro on the
bank saw that the boat was afire in the hull. The boat was crowded with

‘gay passengers, who were having a great time as they thought. The old

negro shouted to them that the bost was on fire. They jeered zt him and
called nim & focl. They said he was trying to disturb thelir pleasure.
He got z skiff and started after them, knowing they would soon be lesping
into the water. Eefore he overtook the boat, it was wrapped In flames
which were bursting forth from the hull, He rescued 21l he could. They
were giad to have his help then. If they had only heeded his warning,
all of them might have escaped., You say, "Now preacher, you are trying
to secare us." Well, some of wou cught to he scared becsuse you are in
grest danger. 1t 1s far better for vou to be disturbed zbout vour sins
than to be doomed because of them. Anyone who can casuse you to fles to
the Lord Jesus Christ for safety is your resl friend. There is great
danger in delay. GCod's time is the only time to act.

Why Does God Give £ Man Up?

It is not becauvse He has the power to do so. It is not because it gives
Him pleasure, because He gets no pleasure from the death of the wicked.
God gives 2 man up because there 1s no other course for Him to pursue
when thaet man refuses to accept Christ as his Ssviour. When one deliber-
ately refuses the offers of mercy, there is nothing else that God can do,
It is the very height of folly for any men to complsin becasuse God lets
people go to hell., God's children will not go ta hell, but =211 of those
who refuse to sccept Christ will go there.

Is there anything that God might have done for the salvation of men thst

He has not done? Not unlessz He should have saved men regardless of their
wishes or against their wills., That sort of thing is unthinkable. Men
are free to act of their own volition. They are not mere machines., 2o
none have zny grounds to complain., The offer of salvation is universal.
If any go to hell, they wust do go with thelr eyes open, in spite of
God's offers of salvation asnd the pleadings of His Spirit. It is &
terribly hazardous business to trifle with God,

There is a time, we know not when,
Ak place, we know not where,
That marks the destiny of men

There is a line to us unseen,
That crosses every path,

That hidden boundary between
God's petience and His wrath.

If you cross that line, unsaved friend, your doom is sealed. You cannot
afford to trifle with God and force Him to say, "Let him alone.® While

the door of mercy is still open, =nd the invitations of grace are still

extended, accept the Lord Jesus Christ as your Saviocur now. This may be
your last opportunity.



