9RENT. TO BACKSLIDINGH

And my people are bent to backsiidin from me.® Hosez 11:7.
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A backslider is a child of God who has indulged in sin and gotten out of
fellowship with Him. His sin may have been a mere coldness of heart or a
grievous iniguity that is known to many. In either event; it is a sin in
Godts sight. When any Christian falls into sin he is a backslider. Hig back-
sliding does net affect his sonship, but it does affect his pegce, joy, and
fellowship, as well as the approval of the heavenly Father. H s standing

iz that of 2 discbedient zand wayward child. ;

Backsliding congists of the Christian's witihdrawing himself from the state of
devotion to God and striving to please himself or Satan. It is the cessation
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of & life of dedication, the repudiation of the vows that he made to the Lord
Who saved him, and a departure Ffrom the path of righteousness,
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Godls Word conbains the record of numerous backsliders., It tells of the failures
sims, and backslidings of God's children through the ages. God wanted us to
know that His children were frail people, and subject to temptation, like we
are. Many of then yeilded to the same temptations that we do.

¥oah was a saved man, but he was a backslider when he gol drunk.

Abraham was a backslider. When Abraham and his beauntiful wife, Sarah, arrived
at the border of Egypt, he anticipated that the Egyptiang might kill him and
take Sarah, so he proposed that she tell them that she was his sister; when
he lied agbout his wife he became a backslider.

Lot became s backslider, but there isnft any doubit as fto his salvation for the
Word of God refers to him as “Just Lot," meaning that he was a Justified man.
The Bible refers to him as a righteous man. Lot sought the fellowship of the
wicked Scdomites. COFf course, he didntt move into Sodom in one day's time.

The Word of God savs that he pitched his tent toward Sodom. After a few moves
we find him living in Sodom. There he became g big man politically. He was
one of the civic leaders. But, he also became s backslider; then, he lost his
inflvence, got drunk; and rohined his own daughiers.

The backsliding of the Isrgelites was gn indisputable fact. They wmounred
bitterly because of their bondage in Egypt. God delivered them out of the hand
of Pharaohs They were scarcely free from the whips of the Egyptian taskmasters
when they began lusting after the fleshpots of Bgytp, and complaining that they
had not been permitied to remain there instead of being brought out to die

in the wilderness.

Even meeck Mpses lost his temper and hecame a backslider., God told him fo
strike a rock and water would come from it. He obeyed and God sent the water
from the rock. Later God told Moses to speak to the rock and water would flow
from it, but Moses was angry at those rebels whom he was leading through the
wilderness. Chiding them for their rebellion, and guarreling at them because
of the rebellious spiit, M _ses took the rod and beat the tock in disobedience
tc the command of God., Water came from the rocky bul Moses had sinned by
losing his temper. Because of this backsliding Moses lést his opportunity te
enter the Promised Land and died and went to heaven instead.

David, a man after CGodts own heart, and the one whom God used to write many of
the wonderful psalms, committed adultery with Bathsheba, and then had her hus-
band, Uriah, slain in order that bhe might hide his sin.
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One day Simon Peter told Christ that, even though all men shoulid deny Him,

he would die before he would ever ﬂeny Him, T“ed, thraee times individauls
accused Peter of being a disciple of Christ, and three times he lied by
denying it. Finally, when it got so aot fcw him that he felt he haﬁ to prove
that he was not a Christian, he started curing. When he denited his Lord and
cursed, he certainly was a backslider.
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Joseph of Arimsthea was a backslider, even ~though’ he provided the tomb and
assigted with the burial of the Lyrd Jesus Concerning him the Word of God
says, YAfter this Joseph of Arimathea, b@ing a disciple, but secretly for fear
of the Jews" {John 19:38). Any person who is a secrel disciple is a backslider.
If you are a child of Godk, you ought to acknowledge it publicly, follow your
Lord in baptism, unite with the church, and take your stand for Christ.

These scripturel eﬁaﬂglss should prove to us that even the greatest saints
frequently fell into sin, and thereby lost the wonderful joy that every child
of God should have. Bubt scirpture, observation, and experience unite in de-
claring the fact that many do backslide., In your own sphere you knw those who
are the reverse of what they once were, FPerhaps some of you are not as good
Christians as vou were in other days.

Y. The Condition of Bzcksliding.

The condition of backsliding ig so common among Christians today as t@

be almost universal. We are not chedient to the commands of our Ler

For example, He said: YLove not the world, neither the things that are in
the world?® [T John 2:13)}, and yet worldliness is the characbteristic of
many of our lives., Worldly people are our closest friends, Mﬁﬁﬁlj pleasure
is our greatest pursait, and deizgﬁﬁi and wordly 9@51t1a 1y ?”@SElfeg

power, and pessessions are the prizes which we covet and strive to obtain.

Was there ever a time when you wrer neaver to God than now? Was there
ever a time when you read and enjoyhed the Bible more than you do now?
Wam there ever a time when you prayed mors, and had your prayers answered
more Frequently than now? Was there ever a time when you were occcupded
more fully with the Lord's work than you are today? If so, you are a
backslider. You have backslidden From that close intimacy with Ged, and
from that high place of blessing which you once enjoyed.
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In His Word God says, "My people are ﬁeﬁt to backsliding from me® {Hosea
11:7)., In all of God's children there is a tendency or proneness to dis-
obey God and commit sin, That old song, ””Qme, Thou Fount of Every Bless-
ing," has in it the revealing Beart-cry of every Christian who finds hime
melf a backsiider. Il says,

"Prone to wander, Lerd, I feel it,
Frone to leave the God I love;
Herets my heart, 0 take and seal i
Seal it for Thy courts above.™
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One of the most dangerous features of %aksﬁdiag is the backszlider's un-
consciousness of it., How can one glip from earnestpess in the Chrisgtian
1ife dnto a conditoin of epirituzl decrepitude wi t wut know it7 It is due
to the inclination to look more Tavorably on ourselves than we do on others,
We mark the changes in the external apearnace of others, su h as the pallicr



of dissase, or the wrinkles of care, o he stoop of old age, Far more
readily than we do those which manifest emselves in our personal
appearance. Tt is the smae in the spiritual realm. ¥We are far more

likely to discern the defections of others than we are our owl.
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In the initial stages of backsliding the backslider is largely unaware of
the change that is t klng pla in him. He gradually withdraws his
affections from Qod a@é his deovtion to Him, lives under the control of a
self-pleaging spirit, becomes careless gbout alsc%argln his religiocus
datzew neglects to commune with Ged through Bille sbtudy and prayer.

There are those who arve backslidden in heart. They may still be regular
in their churech atbendance and activities, but they are not happy. Thosw
who are backslidden in heard @a$@ly turn aside from their duties and ob-
llgai?gﬁs to Christ and His cwuvmn, Ere. long they become less active in
service for Christ and $requen lv cease attending church services. At least,
they become very irregular in t“ezr attendance and very unreliable in the
pe@foym nee of  Christian duties. rhrtﬂerm@ra, many who are backslidden
in aeart and from duty, frﬁuuantiy become wicked in their donduct. By so
doing they beoome a stumbling-block to others and stand in the way of
ginners who might be saved if it were not for them.

The Causes of BacksMiing.
1. The old Adamie nature.

Every saved psrson has this old nature, and he will never get prid of
it as long as he is here in this world. That cld nature causes one
Lo have a proneness to wander away from the Lord. God said: Tiny my
people are beumt to backsliding from me" (Hosea 11: ;} Thank God,

one can win the victory over the old nature through Christ.
2. Incomplete surender,

If one does not surrender himself to the Lord, he will be ruled by
the Fflesh instead of being led by the Holy bpxrlé, and backsliding is
inevitable, Ba»k@llﬁlng starts in the heart. God has said; "They
do 31ﬂay grr in their heart® ahe%rew 2:10}, Insensibility to the
spiritual deterioration; or unconsciousness of backeliding, may be
sccounted for lﬂﬂg@¢y by the fact that the 1E§TVlﬁhmaS are absorhed
in other matters to such an exbent that they forgel the c@aaltigﬁ of
yh@l? own hesrts. Due to their incomplete surrendsr backsiding .
adulally stesls upon thme,

2. Heglect of prayer.

Any failure in the 1ife of a Chrisgtian can be traced to the lack of
pryer. 1t o .any Christian waa*a save hinself from h&Ck%leiﬁg, he
mugt pray regularly, consistently, and earsestly He who is din the
habit of reviewing the transactions of the day i his closet in the
presence of God is not likely to £3ll under the deterioraltiang in-
fluence of backsiding.

4. Disregard for God's Word.

A backslider zlwsys neglecis the study of Godls Werd., 4 child of
God cannot neg lect the stulyof God's Word without becomeing a backslider.



When the hesrt is full of love for God, the Bible will be the most
‘precious book to the believer, But when love for God grows cold

the Bikle is no longer interesting reading. Through the study of
Godls Word one receives the revelation of His will, IF¥ you will
fzed upon Godls Word dalily, as.He teaches you to do, it will give
you the strengith which you need te stand openly and publicly for God.
Sin in the 1life keens one Tfrom studying the Bible, bmit diligent study
of it will prevent sinful living.

5o Jrregular church atitendance.

We should both admire and imitate the Israelites who saids "We will
not forsake the house of our God" {¥ehemiak 10:29)}s D vid sadd:

*T was glad when they said unte me, Let usg go inte the®house of the
Lord® {Psalm 122:1), OFf cur Lord Jesus Christ we read, MAnd they

went into Capernaum; and straightway on the sabbath day he entered
into the synagogue, and btaught® {Mark 1:21}. %And he came to Nagzareth,
where he had been brought up: and, as his custom was, he wenl into the
synsgogue on the sabbath day, and stoof up for to read® {Luke 4:16}.
The fact that the Bikle enjoined and Christ practiced public worghip
should be sufficient grounds for zl11  Chrisiians to: be regular in
church attendance. ‘
The writer of the epistle to the Hebrews observed that it had become
the habit of some to forsgke their former practice of assembling
recularly in their public services for the purpose of worshipping God
and of being ingtructed in llis Word. Both he and the Lord were grieved
that some were cultivating the unbecoming and sinful bhabit of staying
away from the elirch services., God has ordained that His children
should azssemble in His house and worship Him publicly, and He zslways
blesses tlose who do,

APszenteeism from church services is the Big blot on the membership

of the churches todav. Even though multitudes of church members do

anot consider it important or worthwhile for them to go to chureh, their
enpty pews testify to the backslidden and distregssing condition of their
souls. In view of the fact that they have ilgnored Godls VYWord which
says, “Nobt forsaking the assembling of ourselives together, as the
manner of gome is” {(Hebrews 10:235), and have thereby demonstrated their
lack of spirituality, we need not be surprised at fthe deterioration

of character which is =0 obvious in their lives. It is a certainty
that any Christian whe voluntarilysbsents himself from the worship
services in the Lord's house is 3 backslider. Church atiendance cannot
be neglected except at the price of spiriisl impotence and joylessness.
I challenge you to find a saved church mber who volunbarily absenis
himself from the worship services in the Lord¥s house who is gemuinely
happy. DPacksBding  and hagpiness are ne
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ver found din the same 1ife,

wWe are prone to place the blame for our spiritual declension or backsliding
upon somebody else, IFf we are not the kind of Christisn we ought to be;, we

are nol active in Lthe Lordis service as we ought Lo be; we are are inclined

to blame somebody alse rather than ackaowledge that we ocurselves are responsible
for cur shortcomings. But God very Frankly put the regponsibility where it
Lelongs when He said, "Thou has Tallen by iniguity? (Hosea 12:1). If you

have fallen into sin, or gome short of God's standard, then you have fallen by
vour own inieniliy, and it is useless Lo blame anybody slse for it. If you avre
net what God palnned for you to be as a Christian, there is only one person to
blame for it, and that is yourself,
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