WY GO TO CHURGH?

"Not fersaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the mamner of some is; bui
exhorting one sncther: and so much the more, as ye see the day approsching.® Hebrews
10:25.. _

In both the 01d and New Testaments we find precepbs and examples for our cbservence of
public worship., David said, "I was glad when they said unbo me, Let us go into the
house of the Lord" (Psalm 122:1}. OF our Iord Jesus Christ we read, "And they went
into Capernaum; end straightway on the sabbath day he entered into the synagogue, and
taught? (Mark 1:21), "ind he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought upr and, as

" his custom was, he went inte the synagogue on the sabbath day, and stoed up for to
rezd? (Iuke 4316)}. The fact thaet the Bible enjoins and Christ practiced public worship
should be sufficient grounds for a1l to be regular in church attendance.

When the épistle to the Hebrews was written, the Christians were accustomed o meeting
gtatedly for the worship of God and fo receive the word of exhortatien,

It soon became the habit of some to neglect this praciice of meeting together re'gularly.-(
The parties mentioéned in our text had forsaken thelr former practice of assexbling for
Christisn worship.

Today there are three kinds of church members. No matter where the church may be —
whether large or small - you will find in it these three kinds of Tolks. Its power
as a church and the work which it is accomplishing for the Master will be deltermined
by the proportion of members in the different groups. '

There are the "01d Falthfuls" -~ heaven bless them! They are present at practically
every service, IT they are nobt, you know there is a resl reason for thelr absence.
They athend prayer meeting, contribubte regularly, have a missionary vision, have an
evangelistic passion end carry most of the offieial responsibilities. When the pastor
has a task thst someone must peérform, he knows that if he ecannet get anyone else to
do it one of the "0ld Feithfule" will assume the extra burden. We need more "014
Faithfuls." Dnough of them will meke any church s great power for God.

The "Onee-in-e-Whilers® come next. They are also known as the "Up and Downers" or the
"Th and Oubers.! They comé one Simdsy and stay awsy five or more, They come in dif-
ferent styles - plain, assorted, indifferent and "touchy." The indifferent ones Just
do not seem to eare., The "houchy" ones are the critical folks, "I was sick twe days
and the pagtor never came near." PThey didn't elect me president of my class, so I'm
not going any more. I'm through with the chuch anyway." Vhen they are apppached
abont their church responsibilities they are full of prmisés, such as, "Oh yes, I'm
going to get started regularly some of these days, I'1l surprise you yet." Oh, if
they only wouldl

Then there are the YAlmost Fevers.! They never go to church., Perhaps I should not
have said "hever." They do attend Faster Sundsy morning or when 1itile Willie has a
part on a special program or darling Malissa performs in the choir. Bul nobdy can grow
a soul that way. These "Almost Nevers® resent any svggestion that they shonld support
their church by attendance, service or giving. They say thet they do not "helievel in
missions. They say, "The church has a1l it cen attend to at home without bothering
about the heathen.! It is easier to deal with a mem who has never heard the gospel of
Chrigt then one of this gromup, for he seems to think that his neme on the church roll
is enocugh. To him, chirch membership confers at leest s partial immnity from hell,
¥ith him 3t is just like being vaceinated. He thinks perhaps his vaccination should be
reneved, or he should have a booster shot, =0 he goes te church on Baster, at Christmes
and maybe on Mother's Day, end that is 211 the church going he does.
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Some members have a chureh going spasm which lasts for several weeks, then something
comes up end they quit and stay that way for an indéfinite period. Cther members will
attend churech if it is convenient for them to do so. If the weather is good, &nd they
do not have anywhere else that they are desirous of going, they will atternd church
services, but they are determined that they are not going to be regular,

tne of the most priceless privileges of thé Americsn people is freedem of publie
worship., This privilege is denied many peoples in the world today. ¥hy is it that
so many neglect church attendanee? Of course, they enwmerate all manner of excuses,
which are mere Talsehoods. The author of the epistle te the Eebrews suggests some
real reascns.

One of the reasons is thoughtlessness. That is why he said, "Let us comsider." If we
could only get people to think on the eternal issues of 1ife, they would crowd owr
churches. They would reslize fully that it is ubterly impessible for anybody to do
his best for God and humanity without the strength which comes from divine worship and
Christian fellowship. If people would only "eonsider,® they would go to church,

The writer®s exhortatien, "Lét us consider ome another,™ reveals the fact that anocther
reason for the negleet of church attendance is selfishness.  The man who thinks legieally
and practically will think soeielly. He will attend church for the sske of cthers.

The explicit reasen for non-sttendance at church services, according to our text, is
sheer bad habit., It was a mers mabter of custom with them. Doubtless they hed just
drifted into this bad habit, as so meny others have.

Apparently it has not dawned upon the person who does not atiend church that he is a
spenger. By a sponger is mesnt one who eppropriates benefits from gome person er in-
stitution end avoids any share in the cost invdlved., ZIEvery person who doss not abtend
church services benefits from the church but doss not share the responsibility of
maintaining it. For anyone possessing health amnd having s church accessible to him
to fail to attend its services and share in its work end responsibilities while living
in its midet and sharing its benefits 1z simply to place oneself in the category of a
Sponger.

Scmetires it is good for us to sit down and ask ourselves a direct question. It helps
us to understand what we are doing and why we are doing it. Today one freguently asks,
"hy go to church?" Some do not deem it mecessary to ask the question at ell but have
alreedy ceased to attend church services, thus indicating that they de not eonsider it
worth while to do so.

I. Yy Go Te Church?

1. To obey God.
Obedience to God's Word requires regular church attendance on the part of the
believer. Loyslty to His will andWord mekes it both a duty and a privilege to
attend the services at His house. TIoyslty is one of the biggest words im our
lenguege. Our loyalty to Christ is measured by our loyalty to His church, It
is impossible to be loysl to Christ and unfaithful to His church. Any true
Christien will be faithful and loysl to his church.

2. To worship God.
If there is any place where we ean worship God in spirit and in truth, it is in
the church. The gongs we sing, the prayers we offer, the Seriptures we read sand
+he sermens we hear are to help us to worship God. Those who de not find any
pleasure in the worghip of God in the company of His people on earth could
searcdy hope to be happy in heaven, even if they could get there.
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Worshiping together in the house of God does something for us which, though we
cannot explain, we can experience and enjoy. With heads bowed in vprayer, and
through the singing of inspiring and challenging hymns, the reading of God's Word
and the preaching of the sermons, we may become the recipients of the divine
power which enables us to live victoriously, even under the most diffieult cire
cumstances,

Occagionally somebody says he cen worship God just as well elsewhere as in the
church, The first thing about the statement ig, it is net true, and the second -
isg, he will not. You can worship God in your home at the church hours on Sunday,
but you don't. You can worship God anywhere, bul you don't.

To thark God.,
What & privilege it is for one to go to the house of God and publicly esxpress
to Him the genulne gratitude of the heart for the blessings received from Him!

To get a spiritual bath..

Writing to his wife one Sundey afterncon, a man said, "I went inte the church
this merning tired; indifferent and discouraged, but care away feeling like =
new man beeause I had experienced a spirituzl bath." BNobody who thinks right
has much respect for a person who deliberabely refuses to take a physical bath
with soap and walier. Neither dees our Lord have a high regard for one who re-
fuses to take a spiritual bath in the services ai Eils house. After spending six
days in the midst of a world that ls materialistic in thought and conduet, all of
us need the spiritual aimosphere of God's house and people o rid cur eyes of
ite dust and our souls of its spirit. The tug of the world is so strong that
ve need every bit of informstion and inspiration we can get to offset its pull.

To hesr Biblical insirueltion.

Worship services offer instruction in the Scriptures. Some people give as their
excuse for not attending these services the fact that they do not get anytking
out of them. Peecple frequenily go inte a large departmeni store, look around,
buy & handkerchief and walk out. Thal wes 2ll they went for and it was all they
got, The handkerchief represented a1l they wanted or sll they had the capacity
to possess. "Blessed are they that hunger and thirst after rightecusness, for
they shall be filled.” VWhen we attend worship services with a spiritual hunger
instead of a dsesire to be entertained, the services will not seem dull and useless.

To enjoy Christian fellowship.

There ig& nothing more wholesome then fellowship with faithful Christians. All
of us sorely need the refreshing fellowship of kindred spirits. After all is
said end done, the best people in any comwmnity are faithful church members.,

To receive spiritual ipspiration. -
Worship renews the spirit as certainly as sleep renews the body. Just as our
physical bodies are drained of energy, grow tired and become subject to physical
disesses, so do ocur souls grow fatigued when neglected and become subjeet to
spiritusl lapses. True worship brings ws into communion with God, and fellowship
wth Hinm begets likeness. HNo Christisn, who desires to grow in the image and
iikeness of Chrisit, can afford to overlock the value of worship as a memms to
that end.
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¥any have been the worshipers who have zone to the house of God on the Lord's day
downcast, blue and discouraged, bul bthrough some song, prayer, scripiure or sermen

have found that which strengthens, encouwragés and comforts, and have gone out snd
succeeded, whereas, otherwise they would have failed.

. To prepars for service,

Church attendance affords the best possible means of enlarging and enriching one's
life for loving service to God and His children. '

To set a worthy example. '

E 1ittle boy was heard to say, "Mother, why do I have to go to church? 3Daddy
doesn't have to go." A mother said to a preacher, "No, weé don't go te church.
¥hy should we? No one else in our block goes.” ' o

The stewardship of influence is a serious obligation. WUe must sband before the
judgment seat of Christ to give an account of ourselves. ‘

There is something that the individual worshiper ¢an teke to the service that no
one else can téke for him, There is a prayer which only he can breathe, a thought
wwhich only he can think, and a2 Blessing which only he can impart. If our relation-
ship o God does not mean enough to tske us to His house for worship, counsel and
fellowship, we need not expect anybody to be impressed favorably by our profession
of selvation. Wo are msking impressions upon our loved ones, friends, acguaintances
and strangers either by our attendance of non-attendance.

IT. Bhat W1l Your Absence From Church Do?

1.

bo

5.
6o
7.
8.
9

It will déprive you of personal blessings.

The Lord is if the assembly of believers. "Where two or more are gathersd together
in my name, thére am I in the midst of them." Thers one meets Him in a way and
mder circumstaneces which are not possible in private devotions or elsewhere.
Fellowship with God in the midst of His people is a rich experience. This is im-
possible if ohe neglects church attendance. Every church member needs the in-
struction from the Word of God which comes from the pastor..

Tt will declare %o all who notée your absenee that you regard your spiritual

welfare, and that of others, as a matter of no comcern.

. Tt will proclaim to all that you think you can get along just as well without

the church as with it, which is not trus.

It will advertise the fact that you sre a covenant-brezker.
When you united with the church, you covenanted with the Beord and the church
that you would be feithful..

Tt will meke it harder for you to meet the temptations of the week.

Tt will help Satan to minimize the importance of the chmrch in your commmity.
It will meke i% harder for the pastor to preach.

Tt will wesken the effect of the church service.

T4 will cause others to shay awsy from churche

Others look to the Christisn for an exemple. The non-church-goer is a baneful
influence on others who do not read the Bible, bub read him. JAmong those who

are injured worst are the children, God bless 21l parents whose axzple in church
attendance children can followl The best and most useful people in every com-

munity go to chureh.
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IIT. Whet Will Your Presence At Church Do?
1. It will cause people to have confidence in your profession of faith in Christ.

2. It will prove to others that you regerd your spiritual welfare, and that of
others, as a matter of great imporiances. A

3. It will encourage the other chureh members.

Le Tt will help the pastor te preach better.

5. Tt will have a wholesome effect on the serviee.
6. It will make your life stronger for another week.
Te It will cause others to came to the house of God.

8. It will please the Lord.



