& GOOD CHURCH MEMBER

Not forsakine the as=zembling of ocurselves together, as the marmer of some isy but
exhorting ore another: and so mach the more, as ye see the day zpproaching.® Hebrews 10:25.

A Wew Testement church 18 & congregation of bavtized believers in Christ, egmal in renk

and prsziﬂﬁamy who are volunterily wndited in the belie? of what He bap bawhi, and ecvenanting
together to do vhet Ha has commanded in vercetuatineg Hig ordinsnces and pr@p&gatlng His gospel
te the ends of the earth,

I. Pre-reguisites To Church FMembershin,

1. Regeneration.
Only borm-again pecple are qualified for chureh membership. If one hag not been
regenerated or saved, he ought not to be a member of a church., If one has been saved,
he ought not to stay out of the mewbership of & ¥aw Testament church. Only peovle
who have heard the Word of God, renented of their sins, believed om Christ and been
saved are eligible for membership. Since they must be disciples, no infants cen
be inciupded in seriptural church membership.

The members of the first church in Jerwsalem heard the gospel of Christ from the
lips of a Spirit-filled preacher, were conmvieted of sin when they heard the sermon,
repented of thelr sin, believed on Christ as their Saviewr, and were gloricusiy
gaved or regenerated. Befere cume cen unite with s New Testament church today he
st prefess to be saved.

Begeneration or the new birth iz made necessary by the natural state of man,
Script&re represente him as beirmp destltulte of spiritumal 1ife, hostile to God, desd
in trespasses and in sins, and }6“lnu a corruph hﬁarﬁ, Adeceitful above all things
and desperately wicked.® "o muwet be born agein” is a message from Christ te all
because of a sinful nature, It iz emsy for us to zee Its necessity in the life of
the drunkard, the harlet and the thief, bub we must recognize that it is necesssry
for all.

The man to whom Christ said, "¥e pust be born sgaln' represented the flower of Judaism.
He was religious, conscienticus and upright. Ve wse & greast scholar, bul was stone
blind spiritually. He possessed what many todsy believe to be sufflclentuacnmture,
honesty and refinement. Pub, ke lacked spiritusl life.

2., GCeonfesgicn,
"That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the lord Jesus; and shalt believe in
thine beart that God hath raised Him from the dead, theu shalt be saved, For with
the heart man believeth unto rightecusness: and Elth the mouth confessien is made
unte salvation.® Romans 10:9-10.

3. Baphtism.
Baptism is the immersion in water of 2 believer in Christ upen a professien of
faith in Him as Savieur and lord, in obedience to Him and by the authority of a New
Teztament church. OFf course, it is personal and volundary.

4 personm may Joln a chureh for three reasons:

(1) For profesaion.
He thereby makes a public profession of his faith in Christ as Saviour. He confesses
before the world that he is changed relztive to his sine and thet Christ has beceme
his personsl Saviour,

(2) For protection.
The ministry and services of the church enable him to be a stronger and betier
Christian.



II. Duties Of Chureh Members ,

1.

Cur loyalty to Ohrist is proved and measured by our loyalty +o Hig choreh. T4 ig
impossible to be loyal, faithful and trie to Christ and indifferent to Hig chureh,
A frue Christian will be loyal and faithful o the church because he loves its

Founder, principles, Parpose, message and members,

Support,
Good church members support their chureh withe

(1) Their presence.
David gaid, "One thing have T desired of the Iord, that will I seek after, that
I may dwell in the house of the Terd a1l the days of my life, 4o behold the
beznty of the Iord and o inguire in His temple." TH ig right for ehurch
members to attend the services of their chureh,

4 pastor of g chureh soon learns that there are different types of members in
his chtreh, There are “Oncemin-amwhilersg” "Po and Downers, ™ "Ins gnd Outers,”
and "014 Faithfolg, ® The spasmodic member presents g peculiar vroblem, Now

Jou see him, and then you don't, That whick is novel atiracts him, By directing
him 4o something neWw ome can use his spurts of enthusissm; otherwise he ig not
worth anything tg g church, Some are zZealous, but incompetent, Some are
pessimistic, ang they usually appoint themselves 1o visit the sick ana tell them
how many others they have known who had the ssme 1llness and hew they suffered

50 mueh and so long before they died. Some are gossipers and delight im going
out of the way to visit neweomers 4o the community and new membars of the chureh
and report to thep what they have heard plus all that they have imagined,

Then, there are the "LImost Bevers,” who attend church services on New Yearig
Day, 1f it comes on Sunday, on Baster, on Mother's Day, on Sunday during the
revival, and oceasionally when their children are on the program.

Some people merely joinm a chureh and that is all, 7o them, as they =zee it,
nembership confers on them gzt least partial Tmmunity from hell, It ig Just like
being vaccinated, They think their vaccination must be reneved, or that they

must get a booster shot on New Year's, Faster or Motherts Day, so that ig about |
all the chureh going they ever do, Some chureh members attend Spasmodicslly. '
They have a church-going spasm which lasts for some weeks, then something comes

up and they quit and stay quit for an indefinite peried. Peonle who Jjoin the
chureh and never Come with any regularity never vnderstand what it is all about,
They miss the connection on sverything. They never learn much about the Bible,
hever grow to any sigze as Christians, and never do a worthy part in helping to
Spread the gospel., T never knew a churech member who deliberately neglected church :
attendance to amount o much as a Christian, He is like a3 dead battery. Attending 1
Sunday School, Training Thiom or Homan 'g Missionary Society is not a substitute §
for the peried of worship., To neglect church attendsnce is o please Satan, i
to give satisfaction to Christ's enemies, and to grieve the Saviour, no matter. ;

who does it,

One of the most priceless orivileges of the American people iz fresdom of public :
worshin, This Privilege is denjed many peoples in the world today. 4 most im@ortmﬁ

duty of Christisns is public worship, By publie worship is meant the reverent _
honor ang homage »naid to God as a sacred perscnage by the individual soul in i
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public assembly. An slarming sitmation,yreseﬁts {teelf in the comparatively
smell mumber of church members who attend the churches with any degree of
regularity. :

In both the 0ld and New Testaments we find precepts and sxsmples for observance
of public worshivn, The Psslmist said, "0 worshlp the Ilord in the beauty of
holiness." Psalm 96:9. VI was glad when they said unto me, let us go into the
house of the lord." DPealm 122:1. In the New Testameni we heve the exhoristion,
"Hot forsaking the assembling of oursslves together, as the manmer of some is;
but exhorting one another: s=nd so much the more, as ye see the day approsching,®
Hebrews 10:25. We also have the exsmple of Christ in attendance woon public
worship, The place of worship in Nazareth was almost as famiiisr to Him as His
home. Through the days of His boyhood and early manhood, He had gone there as
regularly as He had teo the toll of the carpenter's shop during the other six
days of the week, "And he came to FNazareth, where he had heen broucht up:

.end, as his custom was, he went into the syrmasgogue on the sabbath day, and stood
up for to read.® Iuke 4:16.

The fact that the Bible enjoins and Christ practiced publie worship should be
sufficient grouads for any of us being regular in our church attendence, but
thers are ¢ther ressoms for cur deing sc. God has ordained that we shall worship
Him in publie for our gowod and for His glory. One man wrole his wife one

Sunday afternoon saying, "I vent te church this morning, tired, indifferent,

and discouraged, bul came awey feeling like = new man because I had experienced

a epiritual bath." After spending six daye in the midst of a world that is
materielistiec in thoucght and comduct; we need the spiritual aimospvhere of Ged's
house and people to rid our eyes of its dust and our souls of ites spirit. The
tug of the world is zo strong that we need every bit of information and inspiration
we can get to offset ite pwmll.

Worship renews the spirit as well as sleep renews the body. Our souls, as well

as our bodlies, get dreined of avallable energy, Just as our bodies grow physieally
tired, so do cur souls grow fatigued when meglected. True worship brings us

into communion and fellowship with God. Communieon =nd fellowship beget likeness,
and no Christian desiring to grow into the image and likeness of Christ can afferd
to overlook the value of worghip as a means to thet end. The early disciples

hed such close communion and fellowship with Christ that the werld "took

knowledge of them that they had beep with Jesus.®

Great benefits are 1o be derived from regnler church attendance, It is in

church thalt we meet the Iord. Christ sald, "here twe or more are gathered togethe
in my name there am I in the midet of them." When I meet with God's people for
worship I have the ecla2im and consciousness of Christ's presence in z wsy that

T coznnet possibly have anyvhere else,

God's children should go io church to worship Fim, to cbey His commands, to get
biblical instruction, to gel food for the soul, to set a worthy example for
others who will be influenced by them, te help meintain the church, and to serve
God,

Wnen church mewbers are reguler end felithful in thelr atisndance upen the services,
and not just "oncers,” they prove to others that they regard their spiritual
welfare as a matier of great importance. Their attendance makes them stronger,
encourages the brethren, heips the paster, causes others to see that they practice
vwhat they profess, and pleases the Iord.

Christiang sheuld attend church services every lord's Doy without f2il uonless
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providentizlly hindered., Thiszs is frwe even when they are esway from home.

Why act like a hesthen just because you are visiting? When voum are absent

from church, vou miss a blessing personslly, yvouw discbey the Lord; you say te
others that you regard yvour spiritusl welfare as a metler of smell concern,

yvou turm your back om what Christ died for--His church, you wesken the effect
of the chureh servics, you meke 1t harder for the pastor te preach, you cause
others to stay away from chursh, you enceurage yourself to think that yeou can
get along just as well without the churek ss weu con with it, which is not true,
and you help Satan to minimize the ilmportance of the ¢hurch in your community.
The person whe huris a shurch the most 18 one who vrofesses an zllegiance to

it and gives nominal gssent o 811 that goes on in the howse of God, but who
rarely atlends,

Their prayers.

Prayer iz a duty that every Christizn owes to God, to others and to himself,

Tt is also a precious privilege., It is tThe greatest rescurce of any life.

The greatest thing sny member can do for his church is te pray earnestly for
it. Praver asccomplishes so much. "The effectual fervent prayer of a righbesus
man availeth much.® Through praysr we hsrress God's omnipeitence toe swr impolence.
Hothing lies beyomd the reach of prayer except thet which iz oulside the will
of God., In the prayer 1ife of Christ, it was not just asking the Father for
semething, but it was alse an attitude of vuiting Fimself in herwony with His
Father's will. Hear Him in Celhsemene as He vrayed that if' it were pessible
the cup might pass, bubt in the pext breath He =dded, "Not My will, bult Thine,
be done.® Prayer iz necesssry to Christian ohedience. %Hen ocught always te
pray." Buccess im the lord's work is impossible witheul prayer. No preying
means no results which are pleasing to the Iovd, 1ittle praying will meean a few
results, a2nd much oraying of the right zort will mean great results. Prayer
has been and is & real ferce. It changes thirgss. Tt chenges despeir inte
hope, drudgery inte loving service; formaliiy inite reality, indifference into
enthusiasn, and seeming defeat inte gloricus vietory. Prayer is a great

DOWEY .

Thelr pirsse. .

There has never been any worthwhile institution that operated withomt expense,
It is so ordained that we must pey the price for that which we possess and
enjoy. If people could experience possessicn and joy without peying the price,
they would greow selfish and mmaporeciative. Too meny feel thet, when they have
joined the echmreh, they have met all theiy obligations to self, to God, snd to
hymenity.

It is true that salvation is a gift from Ged. It is all of grace; ummerited

and unsarped, but the publication and proclamation of it to 2 world without

Him is costly, and churches must realize the cost is their opportunity and
obligation. It costs money te run a church although a lot of chureh members

do not know it. Meny church members across the land acecept the privileges amd
blessings of their churches, but never contribute a cent toward their meintensncs.
They let others de all the paying, and then they either boast aboul how much

our church gave last year, or they ©ind fault becsuse the church failed to give.
But, complaining and paying never go together. On the other hand, leve and liberdh
ty are found teogether. Since love snd liberality characterize God, He certainly
expects it of Hisg children and approves 1t in their lives.

Service.

Good church members alwaye £ind something to do for their church. They delight

to do something for their lord in person, and not merely take it 211 out in talking.
They are willing to work anyvwhere to glorify their Iord and to advance the interesis
of His kingdonm.



