¢ about Savl, you will recall that an voworthy motive prompted the Israslites
on having & kinrg. Tnalb mot¢ve was expressed in the words of thelr elders
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Saul'ts personality exerte
of him shouvlc increase our apprac:

fsecindidion even today. Qur contemplation
ition of young peopls -— their capacitles

and their possibilities. Saul was very hancsome - tall in stature, graceful

in bulld, princely.is bearing, and kingly in appearance. He was good to look
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2 their , wand displayed unesual
W L0 SIS WS ing call, by arranging them
Exing by orderiﬂg a0 offen51ve, and by marching to the
relief off ﬁhe 3wu_,,9 “nhwéloanésa The Ammonites were completely routed, and
Saul wds the hero of the hour., He was a good soldier and a superb General.

IT. Sauvl'ts Hiddle Life Was Perilous.
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; apes &t home and abroad.
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2. He discheyed the commands of Cod, .
God commanced him to destrov completely the Amalekites —- men, women, children,
flocks, and herds. 8&sul executed the order with dispaich end eftficiency, excent
he took the king, Agar, captive, and retained the best of the flocks as hooly.
in other words, Sa nueyeé God only in so far as it snited his whim to do so.
Through all these centuries, that has been man's trouble. Man has thought he
has known betier than God, therefore, he has been wnwilling to obey His commands.
But, to presune to vary cne lota from Codl's expressed commands is gross dis-
ohedlerce in His sight.

+

1 with having violated the Divine command, he adopted the

v pubtine the blame upon those over whom he exercised authority.
He people reserved the best of the ghesap and the catile in order
that ﬁhay’ﬁight offer them as sacrifices to God. Wherevpon famuel replied, "Behold,
to obey is betier than sacrifice.®
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lience was the and decevtion. He lied 1o

11;1

haotened

lear thet failure was dnevitable on account of Saults dis-
ve help, but he dic o oW where to find it., He did not
Ty {3 od because he hod  of his sin. W

In the great battle cn the slopes of Hount Gilboa on the next day, Isrzel was defeated
and Saul's army fled, but Saul fought on with his old-time courage and heroism, until
ne wes dangerously wounded by the Philistine archers. When his three sons had fallen
8t hig gide, then ;::ad., sasling tnat he had lost his sons and his kinpdom, and feeling
thet he had nothing fu -d his arwourbearer to his sword
Soul, in his de atlion, ’rco:L

funl deter
of his

i of
v oroil. In sum
a different life h

in secordance with the

2 been 1L he he
1 of God!

Saul missed God's honor roll, in spite of all his splendid qualities and great pos-
sibilities, because he would not let God have His way in Ids life,

In driving my car I sometimes mervel at the wonderful way in which it rves sponds o
my will., The least pressure on the gas, and it leaps forward. The foob pressed on
the brake, and it sleows ¢own. And sometimes when driving ‘alone, I pray this prayer,
"Ch, God, moke me &s obedient to Thy will as this car is to mine I" And one thing
is absolutely sure, znd that is, if we are %ruly obedient to His will, we shzll nob
miss CGod's homor roll.




