CHRIST NEVER FAIIS

"let your comversatlon be without covetousness; and be conmtent with sueh things as ye
have: for he hath said, I will never leave thee, mor forsske thee. So that we may

boldly say, The Iord is my helper, and I will mot fear what man shall do unto me,” Hebrews
13:5-6,

This recurring promise is used in different commections. You find it first of all repeated
by God to Jaccb inm Genmesis 28:15. YAnd, behold, T =m with thee, and will keep thee in

all places whither thou geest, end will bring thee azain inte this land; for I will not
leave thee, wntil I have done that which I have spoken to thee of .7 The next instance

in which we find this same promise is Dewteronomy 31:6. Moses said unto the people of
Judah, by the word of (od, "Be strong and of a good courage, fear not, nor be afraid of
them: for the Iord thy God, he 1t is that doth go with thee; he will not fail thee, nor
forszke thee.® The very same promise was msde to Joshue erd the people of God.» "There
shall not any men be able to stand before thee s11 the days of thy life: as I was with
Moses, se I will be with thee: 1 will not fall thee, nor forsake thee." Jeshua 1:5,

When Moses died and the children of Isrsel were left on the east bark of the Jordan, they
were seized by fear for the fubture. How cowld they, withowt militery orgenization, cross
the river, defeat the lasrge srwles of the Camsanites, squipnped as they were with formidsble
wenpong of war? Im that erisis, vher the existence of CGod's people was sl stake, God
selected Joshua ag the leader for the new age snd promised, "1 will pot feil thee, nor
forsake thee.” God kept His word. By a serles of startling miracles Isrsel defeated

81l 1ts enemies and toek the Promised Isnd., Then, in Joshua's last charge to the Israelites,
you find the promise mertioned agein., VYhen Devid left Sclomen with instructiens regarding
the building of the temple, he slso told his son thst God would not leave him nor forsake
him. Writing te the sainte, among the many eoiher good things which the author of this
Epistle wrote, was the seme vronise for our own daily provisior asnd comfert. This sownds
so much like God to say things like this, so full of divime tenderness, so full of
sympathy, and go very full of love. It is especially nice to hear these words becanse

of the Persen whe utitered them.

Conversation without covetousness is crphasized in this text. "Iet vowr conversstion
be withoul covetouwsness,.” "lonversation" meaps nznner of life, Conversation mesans more
than speech; it includes thoughls, werds and sctions: in fact, the whole of life., May
we experience what it is to have comversation withoudl eovetousmess! We are freguently
sipning in this direction; we covet whal some peovle have and what others wear.

Contentment amid all ecircumstaness is emphsasized in this text. "Be conmtent with such
things as ye have."” Befere contentment can grow, covelousness must be rooted out of the
life. "Godliness with contentment is great gain?® (I Timothy 6:6). One of our prevailing
sins is discontent, and yet we are emjoined by the Holy Spirit to "be comtent with smuch
things as ye have." But such a verse might mock us if it had finighed there. It is very
difficult indeed for some people to be content with such things as they have. We think
of many who are upen beds of pein and physical weakneszg, and of many others who find them-
gelves in straightened cirecumstances; and approsching such people in their days of siress
and strain, we would mock their feelings if we sald, "You must be content with such things
a8 you have.”

Contentment is the feeling that enables one to meke the best of a situwation and not to
pine over thet which is unevoideble in it, nor fret over the herdships which it entails.
When our text bids us to "be content with such things as ye heve," it does not mean in-
difference, indolence, or unsmbiticus stupidity, bub rather such contentment as expresses
itself in industrions fidelity.

We need to be warnmed against the opposite of contenlment--s discontent that expresses
itself in comstant complaining and Teult-~finding, thet spends its energies im murmwring



sgainst the difficuliies and hardships eof 2 situation, without embracing the opprertunity
at hand to relieve or to remove them., We llve the noblest and work the best when we have
learned the secrel of contermtment. A spirit of contentment iz worthy of emmlation and
is full of encouragewent to us all. Bub, we must ever remember that contentment is the
c¢hild of faith.

Companionship with Christ is emphasized in this text., "For he hath said, T will never
leeve thee, nor forsake thee." Here, then, is the wecret of true contentment, namely,

the realization of the companienship of the Iord Jesus Christ, for if we realize that

He is ever mnear, "the secret source of every precious thing,” then we can have conversation
without covelousness, and conteniment amid the adverse cireumstances of 1life.

I, The Promiser.

Think of the One Wheo made this promise. The writer is not telling us what he had
experienced regsrding the compenienship of the Iord; he is not giving his testimony.

It is the Ierd speaking for Himself., As we have it in the revised version, "Himself
hath gaid, I will never leave thee, I will never forsake thee.” The character of

the person has much to do with the fwifillment of ary promise that he may make. HMany
make promises but we pever expect them to be fulfilled; we happen to kunow the promisers.
Az Willism Hazlitt said, "Some men make prowmisss that they may have the pleasure of
breaking them.? Nobt so the Iord Jesus. "He is faithful that promised® {(Hebrews 10:23).

David Livingstone opened Africa, the dark continert, o trade and to missienaries

ang the gospel of Christ. He was in such consiant danger,; and he endured seo many

privations that only am iron will and stromg sith emabled him to press on through

the almost insuperable difficulfies wntil he had accomplished his purpese and mede

contact with the heathen tribes across the continent. Iivingstome seid, "I was ensbled

to go on becamwse I had the werd of a perfect Gentleman, never lmewn to bresk a promise,

that Be would be with me always.® The promise which he referred to is that of Christ
~in the Great Commission, "lo, I am with you alwsy, even umteo the end of the world.®

II. The Promise,

"I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee.¥ The force of thalt promise all liles in

that one letter, *I,® Tzke that ¥I" away snd the promise will lese all of its significance

It will be left meaningless. Here we have the promise of the Presence of One Who
is able to perferm to the very limit 211 that He promises. What a ecomfori and comsclatiom
to lean wpom such a promise!l

There is a two-fold thought in this premise. The iwo parts of the premise do neot
mean the same thing. The Holy Spirit did not use tautology im the Word of God. BHe
never wasted words. Se in these two parts vou have two wonmderful truths, In the
first expression the Iord assures us that He will never withdraw His guiding hand,
and in the second part of the promise He tells ug that He will never withdraw His
protecting presence,

In the first part of the promise, "I will never leave thee," or, as you have it in
the revised version, "I will in no wise fail thee,” the Promiser presents Himself

as the Unfailing Companion. Others fail us, but there is One Who will never let go
owr hands. The hand of the ILerd will continue to lead and vrovide until traveling
days are done. Then, when we get to the end of our journey, the same hand will guide
ug from the dusty Ianes of earth io the golden strecets ahove.

In the second part of the promise we have the constant companiomship of the Promiser
Himself., We have His provision sznd His presence. The lord has promised never io
leave us behind in any state or place. "I will never forsake thee." HNo greater cslamity

can be pictured than that of being forssken, To be forsaken is tragic. "Forsaken®
implies an utter lonelinmess, helplessmess; friendlessness, hopelessness and ageny.



.

411 of the experiences of God's children through the ages, and all of our sxperiences,
vrove to us thalt the Iord dees not forsske His peonle. It is the unwritten and siernmsl
law that He never forsakes those whom He has undertsken to nourish and to protect.
Therefore, let us accept it as one of the most assured facts in spiritwal history.

Ouwr Lord has fulfilled this wonderful promise zgain and again %o the same person,

a8 well as to multitudes of others. He will never cease %o love His own. He will
never leave them destitute of support. He will never let them plunge inte the depths
of degspair. He is the most bountiful of all providers and the most powerful of sll
protectors. His resources will never ren eul in the day of stress and strain, Ho
Matter where we may be, He will be with us in all circumstsnces. He will not drop
us or leave us behind when we grow old and are worn out, God will never forsake

His children., They may, and sometimes do, forsske each other, but God mever forsakes
a one of His own. The lure of gain causes seme to forsake their friemnds, The vision
of peril causes some to forsske their pearest relstives, but the Iord will never be
repelled by our needs. His promise is good im all eircumstances and contingencies.

Those who appreciate the lerd's great and gracious promise will recognize Him as their
Helper. "The Ierd is my helver, and I will not fear whet man shall do unto me.®

A helper is orme who aide, suvporis, sustains, succors snd relieves, Thess agre just

a few of the things thal cur Heavenly Helper does for Christians. Iet not a day go
by without ackrewledging Him as your Helper in all things.

Those believers who recogrize the Iord as their Helper refuse to fear man. "I wiil
not fear what man shall do unto me.™ Man msy injure us in various ways, but we

ought not te fear the unknown experiences of the tomorrows. It is well ¢ remember
the statements, "My times are ip His heands," and ¥ can do all things through Christ
who strengtheneth me.™ S .



