DEATH AND 175 SEQUEL
"It is sppointed unto men once to die, but after this the judgment.! Hebrews 9:27.

This subject is not a2t all populsr. No one likes to thimk about it or to hear it discussed.
It carries with it the thought of sevaration from one's loved ones, Triends, and activities,
While the fact of death ie not a plsesant thought, it is goed for us to give ocurselves

to the consideration of it. Charles Haddonm Spurgeon, in a lecture to the students in

hig Paster's College, once said: "Young men, do not let any sentiment prevent you from
werning men Lo prepare for death." Just before he passed away, the famous congueror,
Alexander the Great, said: "I have given time snd thought to everything but death, and
that is the most impeortant thing thet I could have considered.' Somehow, people just do
not like to think about death, much less to face ii. Even at 2z burial artificial grass

is placed over the clods and the cesket is banked with flowers in an attempt to hide the
hidecus fact of death. GQuite naturally, those who have not made preparation te dle do

not like te be reminded of death. Hub they foroet thalt God's Word has much to say on

this subject, and in the preaching of Christ desth was never forgotten.

The very thought of death is a reminder that we hsve only one life to live here, If

that life is & failure, thers ig ne possibility of retrieving it. ZXach person has the
opportunity of doing the work that is given him to do, bub if this oppertunity is lost

he will not have another. A&nd we heve no right o complain that there is no other, because
Christ had to finish His work here within a single life. This life, short ag it is, is
long enough to become what God wante us to be, and to do what He wants us to do.

Cur text announces two absolube certainities, They stand out like two searchlights on
a black night, Even as Christ appeared but once to put away sin by the sacrifice of
Himself, so these two things occur to every man but once, and they will never be repeated.

I, The Certainty of Desth.

Dezth is a certain event and hasz been so since the time of the first men's discbedience
and expulsion from the Garden of Eden.  From the dsys of Adam until the present hour,
men snd women have gone through the gate of death., It was through men's sin that
death gained its entrance into the world. "Wherefore, as by one man sin entered

into the world, and death by sin; and so death passed upon all men, for that all

have gsinned.™ Romens 5:12. There have been billions who heve nlayed their part on
life's staze and only two of them have escsped death's icy grasp. Enoch was translated
to the unseen world without submitting to death., ILikewise, Elijah escaped the lot

of all mortals by ascending in a chariot. A1l others have passed out through the
gateway of death.

Unless Christ returng during our lifetime, none of us cen escape death, for we read
ir Genesis 3:19: "In the sweat of thy face shalt thoum eat bresd until thou return
unto the ground; for out of it was thou taken: for dust thou art and unto dust shalt
thou return." 411 have to assent to the simple and solemn pronouncement that death
is at length the common humen lot. While some of you mey not want the oreacher to
talk about i%, still you shounld sit down with yourself and God long enough to face
the fact of death intelligently and with deep religious sen51t1veness.

Tn an effort to bamish the thought of death, men have turned to verious futile devices.
The old Egyptiang hit upon the idea that death would no Jonger startle or disturb us,
if only we could become familiar encugh with it. So they set a grinning skeleton

in the chief place at their dining tebles. One certainiy cesmnot handle death gsensibly
by saying femilisrly, "How do yvou do! I see you so often that I don't mind you at

all, really."
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The opposite method was employed by a corrupt old king of France, who issued an order
that death was never to be mentioned in his presence. He forgot thet, while you cen

vut the hush-hush on spoken words, you cannot gilence the voice of inner fears. But

one carnmot handle death sensibly by saying fearfully, "Oh, you horrid thing, go away

from me., I don't want so much as the mention of your nsme. You upset me so.m

The ancient Stolecs, along with their modern successors, had gtill another way of
tossing off death withoult reslly preparing for it, Death is inevitable, they said,
go let us meet it with hesrts of steel. Iet us be grimly indifferent to it. But
one cannot handle death sensibly by saying fiercely, "You ean seize me if you will,
but I am determined not to whimper about it. You will find my heart frozen against
you.' The trowble with that cheerless philosophy is thet if a men succeeds at it—
and the "ifY ig a big one--he has succeeded in doing something that is no credit to
him, - : : '

If we are not to contemvlate our appointment with desth in the mood of casuslness,
or censternation, or eoldrness, how then? In the mood of Christian confidence and
realism. There are_at least three things about death which we ought to face frankly.

1. Tte reslity. :
Death is real. Call it by some other name, if you will, but the fact remains.

- The vhysical organism ceases %o function. Perhaeps ascident cuts it down. Perhaps
violence crashes wupon it. Perhaps disease lays it low, or perhsps it simply ‘
wears out with old age. Vheltever the immediate causes, whatever the attending
circumstances, the breath goes out of the bhody, the color gees out of the cheeks,

" the sparkle goes out of the eyes;, and the warmth goes out of the hsnds. Then the
phygician renders the official verdict: Dead!

You may wish it were not so. You may deny that it is gso. Neither wish nor demial
is of any svail. The march of humenity is one of death. On the average 3,600

an hour of the sons and daughters of men travel down the road of their inescanable
mortality to keep their appoiniment with Ged. '

2. TIts universality. ‘
Death is o race-wide fact. The grim reaper is ne respecter of versons. Without
distinetion, we must shortly part with all our earthly enjoyments, friends,
property, and religious opoortunities. Good and bad, young end old, healthy and
afflicted, wise and foolish, 211 must go. It is not true thset poor men die, while
rich nen escape death. It is not true that uncultured men. die, while educated
men escape death. It is not true that colored men die, while white men escape
death. Money can do a lot of things, but it cannot buy off death. When the famouns
French wit, Voltaire, was dying, he said teo his physician, "Doector, T will give
you half of my fortune if you will keep me alive six months." It was a useless .
offer, for the doctor could not assure him that he had six hours more to live.
When lying on his deathbed, FProfessor Hobbes of Great Britain said, "If T had
the whole world to dispose of, I would give it for one day."

These men, like all who had gone before them, were pnowerlesg to stay the dreaded
approach., "What man is he that liveth and shall not see death?”

3. Its unecertainty.
I do not mean the uncertainty of the fact, but the uneertainty that surrounds
the time and place and circumstance of death. A1l the things that surround death-—-—
the menner, the time, and the place--are for all of us uncertain. But the fact
that we shall die, unless Jesus comes, is absolutely certain., The old Persian
nroverb says, "Death is a black comel which kneels at every door." Death generally
comes when we lesst expect it, It mavy be nearer for you than you think., Az
David said to Jomathan, "Truly as the lord liveth, and as thy soul liveth, there
is but a step between me and death." I Samuel 20:3, In the light of the fact
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that the time of death is so uncertsin, what should we do? The snswer comes swift
and wrgent, from the sure vages of God's Word, "Set thine house in order, for thom
shalt die and not live." How tragic for those like Caesar Borgiz, who exclaimed
in his last moments, "I have vrovided, in the course of my 1life, for everything
except death; and now, alas! I am to dle, olthough entirely unprepared.” For the
Christian, death is not to be feared., He passes from behind the dark curtains
into the glorious sunlight of God's vresence., For him death is not & dsrk valley
to remain in, but a tunnel which leads to the land of glory where Jesus has gone
to prepare s place for those who love Him. : ‘

The Certainty of Judgment.

Think now of the second appointment about which our text spesks., "It is appointed
unto men once to die, and after this the jndgment." Now death does not end all,
although meny wicked people wish it would and try to deceive themselves =nd others
by saying that it does. Beyond all its solemmity, thls impressive stetement does
honor to man. It declares that death leaves kis essential nature untouched. Aftar
death he is still men--no affection or principle of nature is lost. And, when a man
goes through the gate of death, he goes just ag he has lived., %As the tree falls, so
shall it lie." What death ie devends upon whet the 1life hss been.

Death is not a golng out of existence. Desth has a seguel. There is one more thing
which must be faced, snd that is the judgment. Tt does not metier how much man may
deny the reality of it, or how much he may try to escave it, nevertheless the Bible
teaches in clear and wmmistaleble terms thet there is a time of judgment coming. .
Before the judgment ber, man will have to answer for the things he has dome in this
1life, "He hath appointed & day, in which He will judge the world." Acts 17:31. "In
the day when God sghall judge the seécrets of men by Jesus Christ aeccording to my
gospel.” Romans 2:16. "So then every one of us shell zive account of himself to God.®
Romans 14:12., "And I saw the dead, smsll and great, stand before Cod; =nd the books
were opened: and another book was ovened, which is the book of 1ife: and the dead
were judged out of those things which were written in the books, according to their
works. A&nd whosoever was not found written in the book of life was cast into the lake
of fire." Revelation 20:12, 15. God keeps books, and in His accounting devariment
there is no mistake. The good goes down with the bad; the record is clear, and sinful
man must face thet record. Only the unsaved will stand before that judgment seat.

The gaved will not stand there becavse they have been cleansed by the blood of Christ.

The deepest instinets of the humen spirit are in 2greement with the Bible when they
tell us thet death does not Yend al1." There is an "sfier this!® "after" life has
run its longest course, "after” medical skill has exhsusted its rescurces, "after?
loving hands have been withdrawn in sheer helvplessness, "after?® the final werds have
been uttered, "after® the tired heart has ceased to beat, "after" death has counted
ite toll-="gfter this the judgment.t

If you were to ask me, How long after death will this judgment itake place? the only
answer that I could give is that it will not occur until after the second coming of
Jesus Christ cur lord. Bub do not get lost in secondary considerastions, The vrecise
time or place or process of the judgment is not so important as the nlainly revealed
nazture and purpose of it. '

1. It will be a judsmeni of disclosgure.
Jesus said, "For there is nothing covered thet shall not be revealed; and hid,
that shall not be known." God is going to bring all the hidden thinge to light.
Those hypocrisies that have never been rencunced, those dishonesties that have

never been confessed, those lies thet have never been acknowledged, those disloyelties

to virtue that have never been repented of-~they are not dead and buried., The
‘Psalmist was right when he said: "Thou hast set our iniguities before Thee, our
secret sins in the light of Thy countenance.® ‘
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It will be a judgment of demorstration.

Wnen the secretes are all revealed, when all the ways and works of Cod have been
seen in their true light, when human character and destiny have been evaluzted

in the terms of the redeeming cross of Jesus Christ, CGod will not have a critic
lef't among all the teeming multitudes of menkind, A1l will have scknowledged

the perfections of His character, the depths of His love, and the stainless vurity

of His unassailable justice. It will be, in this sense, the judgment of demonstra-

tion.

it will be a judgment of destiny.

In Revelation 20 there is a powerful description of the judgment--the CGreat VWhite
Throre with the dead, small and grest, standing before the Judge vwhen the books
are opened, including the books of conduct and "the book of 1ife.” Aind then the
elimex: "And whosoever was not found writien in the book of life was cast into
the lake of fire."

This fact of judcment has been ammounced to vs in order that we might prepsre for

it. After death comes judsment. After death there is no second chance, Afier
death there is no time to repent. "After this the judgment” excludes all hope of
a probation on the other side of the grave. After death there is no salvation.
after death comes omly judgment and no mercy. This gide of death there is mercy
and grace. For a simmer, on the other side of death there is only judgment and
damnation.

Some szy that God is a God of love and will not send any men to hell. Tt is true
that He is 2 God of love, but He iz also righteous and just, snd His holy law
demands thet sin must be paid for. Jesus paid the price and all men needs to do

is to accept the gift of salvation, Fﬁrthermore, God does not want te condemn ma,
but man brings his own condemnation. "For God sent not His Son into the world to
condemn the world, but that the world through Him might be ssved., He that belleveth
on Him is not condermed: but he that believeth not 1s condemned slready, because
he hath not helieved in the name of the only begotien Son of God." John 3:17-18,

413 men must die; and one day 21l sinners rmust stend before the great Judse. There
will be no esczpe then; neither will there be any second chance. There will be

no appeal to & higher court. The door of mercy will be closed forever. Are you
prepared? If not, you can mske the necessary vreparstion now. The Ssviour, Christ
Jesug, is pleading with vou to zccept Him and thereby receive mercy, forgiveness,
and salvation. Won't you accent Him now in order that vou may bhe prepared for death
and its sequel, the judgment?



