COHSIDER CHEIEST

#herefore, holy brethren, partakers of the heavenly ecalling, censider the
Apestle and High Priest of our profession, Christ Jesus.®" Ilebrews 3:1,

BFer comsider him that endured such contradietion of simbers against
himself, lest ye be wearied and Faint in your minds.® Hebrews 12:3.

Ahy Christian who looks into his own 1ife is sure Lo see there a number
of spiritwal ills. By nature man is botally depraved. He is ®carmal,
sold under sin®* (Romans 7:14). It is true that those of us who are saved
may rightly claim the righteousness of Christ, but this glericus fact ef
cur standing does not alter the reality that we have tremendous needs in
eur state. It is that thesc needs may bBe cared for that the Bible speaks
te us in the language of Hebrews 12:1-6.

2Consider? is one of those words which stagrers under the weight of its
cwn meaning. It suggests that we are to ascguaint ourselves with Christ
Jesus not only by scrutinizing and cemparing bub alse by pondering,
dwelling npon Him with lebg and earnest atienticn, with a view te some
practical vesults. It implies earnest, fixsed and prolonged attenmtion of
mind. Heotherham penders the Creek word ss Yatieontively consider,? that -
ig, we are not te give Him a passing Thou % then forget zll abemwt
Him in this glerieus capacily. We are to take iHim inte account. Christians
are definitely commanded Lo fix their hearis and minds upen the risen
Saviour. There is no greater safeguard agsinst failure in ocur Christian
experience than to follew this ipjunction.

When the Hebrew Christians were suffering dire persecution, the Apostie
could sugrest noc betiter support fer their faith than this, "Consider him.¥®
He bade them loeck to Christ and cempare thelr case with that ef their
ford., Such contemplatiocns would prove te be a balm for their distressed
minds. A coamsideration of cur Lord and Master is the best conceivable
stay and support during persecution. Vhen enduring perseculion the-
believer should réemember that he is nol sufferimg any strange Lhing, but
he iz only experienciig that which befell his Master befoere him. The
disciplie need not expect to be absove his Leord.

1. Consider Christ as Creater.
“For by him were all things created, that are in heaven, and thatl are
in earth, visiblée and invisible, whether they be thromes, or dominions,
or principalities, or powers: all things were created by him, and
for him® {Colossiams 1:16).

2411 things were made by him; and without him was not any thing made
that was made® (John 1:3).

®He was im the world, and the world was made by him, and the world
knew him not® {(Jehn 1:10}.

2. Consider Christ as the Son of God.
"Forasmuch ag ye kanow that ye were not redeemed with corruptible
things, as silver and gold, from your vain conversation received by
tradition Ffrom your Ffathers; But with the precious bleod of Christ,
as of a lamb withounit blemish and without spot® (I Peter 1:18-19¢).

s

Whe did no sin, neither was guile fousnd in his mouth¥ (I Peter 2:22).
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Consider Christ as Saviour.
Gf Him the angels said, Ythou shalt call his name JESUS: for he shall
save his people from their sing?® {Matthew 1:21}.

Christts death was ne erdinary one. The robbers who died with Christ
were guffeéring for their sins and dying because of their own misdeeds.
Yet, Jesus Christ was without sin. Wy then was He dyinmg? "ler I
delivered umte you first of all thalt which I zlso received, how that
Christ died for our sihs aceording to the scriptures? (I Coérinthians
15:3}. *"For he hath made hin, who kuoew ne sin; to be sin for us,
that we might be made the rightecusness of God in him® (II Corinthians
5:21). - PWho his own self baré our sins in his owsn beody on the tree,
that we, being dead to sins, should Ilive unte rightecusness: by
whose stripes ye were healed® (I Peter 2:24). ®For Christ alse hath
once suffered for sins, the just for the aunjust, that he might bring
us te God, being put to death im the flesh, bul gquickened by the
Spirit® (I Peter 3:18}.

Consider Christ--The Prescription For Seli-Pity.

Have yeu ever been afflicted with the disease known as self-pily?
Perhaps even now you have some btouch of it in your seul. The werld
has net treated vet as ven thimk it should. You have net had a sguare
denl from evervene, Your cwa family end friends do nel seem to
andeirstand youw. You may have even decided thatl Ged has gone back

en yout. :

Possibly you have done some service with the best of motives oaly

to meet with the coldést kind of respensSe and accusatiens Uhat your
motives had been bBase. Yes, there are any number of thiungs which
might seem t¢ givée excuse for self-pity, bul do they really? ¥lonsider
Him that endured such éontradiciion of simners against Himself.™
Compare His suffering witk your own. Then amswer the gmestion, "Whatl
reason have T to pity myself?® Christ bere the most horriblie torture
the cruelity of man could devise. He bere the bitter agony of
separation from the Father's love. When we ¥Consider Him® there can
remsin no self-pity in our hearis.

Censider Christ--The Antidote For Self-Righlecusness.

I shall mot ask vou if you are self-righteous; for, il the answer were
%ng,® it weuld be but the demonsiration that yom are. Ome of the
sins common Lo mankind seems to be that of lookiag about for someone
we can consider more sinful than ourselves, and we seem always able
to Find the thing for which we leook. In this day not only does the
Pharisee commend himself that he is not a Publicanm, buit the Publican
openly rejoices that he is not a hypocrite like the Pharisee. The
antidote for this condition is to "Consider Him.® Christ was the
perfect Gne. WHe did no sin, neither was guile foumd in his mouth®
{I Pateér 2:22). It was not for His sins, but for durs, that He
suffered—-"vhe His own self bare ocur sinsg in His ewn body on the
tree® (I Peter 2:24)}. If we are self-rightecus it is because we are
making the wrong comparison. We have measured our lives by those of
other men. Let us consider ourselves in the light of Calvary.
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"When I stirvey the woundrous cress
C gn which The Prince of glory died,
¥y richest gain, I count but loss,
Ané pour contempt om all my pride.”

Consider Christ--The Remedy For Self-Seekiag.

Phe Christian is called mpen t6 seek the glory ¢f God and the geed’

of his fellews. His désirve should be to render all the service posSsible.
His motive should he to please the One Who gave Himself on his behalf.,
Such shouwld be the conditiem. Is it in your case? Do you with &

full heart seek to do service for Christ, or sre your private ambitions
and plans uppermest in your mind? Even when we have the right metives,
are there nebt other motives deep within our souls that are not wholly
seod? Do we not by our words or deeds oftem seek te bring advancement
or commendaticn to ourselves? Almest all of us must admit that--though
we love the Lerd deeply and truly desire te serve Him--our lives are
vet filled with self-seeking. Y

This condition will find its remedy as we YConsider Hin.® It was

pot for Eimself that Christ suffered, bit for our salvatien. "in
this was msnifested the love of God toward us, bécause That Ged

sent Hig only begdbten Son inte the werld, that we might live through
Bip® (T Jobn 4:9). ®Fer we kanow the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,
that, theugh He was rich, yet for your sakes He became pooer, that

yve through His poverty might be rich® (I Corinthians 8:9}. If we
think npon itke wondrous love that led to such a sacrifice for utteriy
unworthy sinners such as we, surely we will lfearm im a fuller way

te live for Him.

Consider Christ--The Preventive Of Biscouragement.

nConsider Him that endured such contradictien of sianers against

Himself, lest ve be wearied and faint in your minds." It is easy

te become discouraged in Christian things. ©ne preof of this is

the number of Forder ministers now selling real estale and insurance.
There is the probability tEat you have belter preef in your own
experience. Satan would seek to make us think that we have not grown

in grace and that our service has not besen of any value. He would

have us throw up ocur hands in despair and repeal the time-worn expression,
wgh, it's neo use for me to try te do anything, anyway.® Such discourage-
ment is not possible if we %(Consider Him." The ministry of the Son

of God was not a popular -one. He did not meet with greal successS.
Rather, we are told that, He was ®"despised and rejected of men® (Isaiah
53:3)}. At the time of His arrest the record is, wihen all the disciples
forsook Him, and fied" (Hatthew 26:56). TYei, He was net discouraged.

Ye willingly went tc the cross te fimish the work that had been given
Him to do. Why then should we grow discouraged? Ve have a Saviour

Whe has risen vicborieus over death and the grave, Who dow lives to

lead us om im triummph, and Wheo onme day will crown cur serviece for

Him, Let us "Consider Him,"

Consider Christ--The Antitoxin Fer Imdifference.
Evidently the Hebrew Christians to whom this letter was written had

nesd of the exhortation, PConsider Him® because they had growa indifferent
The writer said, YYe have neot resisted unilo blood, striving against
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sin® (Hebkews 12:4}. Yo doubt ocur aneed is even greater. ~ Today
fhiyistians are characberized by their lethargy. We are mot often
desply concerned about our cown conditien. It is seldem that we are
really interested in the souls of others. %We need the antitoxin,
NCongider Him.¥ One cannct lock away to Cglvary and still remaisn
ingifferent. The contemplation of the sufferings of Christ wiil give
new purpeSe and energy to the celdest believer. If we see the leve
there manifested toward us, it is impossible thal we should remain
indifferent. How can we be thoughtless of the nieeds of olher souls
in view of the Fact that Christ gave Himself that those needs might
be met? How can we bhe unconcerned about our own sin when we realize
the great price that was paid that we might have victery ever sin?
Let us lay aside our indifference by considering Christ. .

YI. Comsider Christ--The Cure For Forgetiuliness.

Tt would seem Lhat anether reason the message "Consider Him® was given
ta that the Hebrew Christians were Forgetful., ¥Ye have fergolten

the exhortation which speaketh uwnte vou as uate children, #y son,
c¢espise not thew the chastening of thie Lord, ner faint when thou art
rebulked of Him: for whow the Lord loveth He chasteneth, and scourgeth
every son whom He receiveth® (liebrews 12:5-6). These Hebrew Christians
had forgotten a spiritual truth because of their failure tc ®Consider
Him. " We will find that whéh we are considering Calvary the truths

of the Scripturées are noi nearly sé hard te remember. Whem our hearis
are centered uppen the ¢ross, the Hely Spirit will bring te our -
remembrance Lhose things that are needfnl, Our part is te "lonsider
Him,®



