CHANGING CHRIST

%Jesus Christ the same vesterday, and today, and for ever.® Hebrews 13:8.

This epistle was written some thirty-{ive yesrs after the cruelfixion, almeost al the
climax of & time of change, when the anthor's fellow-Hebrews were scattered end dis-
hesrtenede Their religicus atmosphere was charged with doubt and disappointment and
joneliness. FPersecubion was raging on every hand, and the gravest dangers were con-
fronting them. As he reealled memories of the first disciples, it was guite evident
that the flux of time and the ravages of persecuticn had done thelir work in removing
many of the illustrious band. Many believers had been dismayed and discouraged and
therefore it was necessary to emphasize thal, thoush men may come and men may £0, The
cause of Christ is immortal. This thought is expressec in glowing words of lofty
exultation in the text — BJesus Christ the same yvesterdsy, and today, and for ever.h

In nature nothing sbides as it isi there is constant movement and change. In persons
we observe the mame fact of change. One's ouvber 1ife ig an ever-changing set of clr-
cumstances, and one's inner 1ife is an ever~flowing stream of thoughts and 1eei;¢ T8 e
Ho one is ever guite the same two days in successione. Something hes been added

his experience, and the happenings of life have made him different. He is carried
to and fro by the sweeping and the swirling of the tide. Generations come and go as
rapidiy and as trsnsiently as the forest leaves are swept by the avtuzn breesze.

This perpetual chaenge was gulte evident in the ehu% e  The Jewish Christizns had seen
thelr lesders loken away. Some, like Stephen and James, had won 2 martyr's crown.

The writer exhorts them to remember their gh¢aes and leaders who had preached wnto
them the Word of Code. Let them remember, said he, this prand znd blessed truthe
ministers and religious teachers may die or be removed, bubl Jesus Christ, who is the
oblect of their faith and the subject of thelr presaching, Pis the ssume yvesterday,

and today, and for ever.!

Our worlid teday is a bewildered woride It is a world of chacs and confusion. It is
a wortd of appalling vrovlems., It 1s a worlid of stariling chenges. Vast chonges
oceur over nighte Ho one knows what a day will bring forthe There are revolutions,
upheavals, chenges in sovermients, changes in economic systems, changes in educational
systens, and changes in religious instituiions.

Time changes us. Your poritralt taken years aso contrasted with your present self is
proof of this. Bult there is even a grester difference betwsen your mental portraibs
than vour physical ones. Opinions alter. Even mocds chenge us. Likewise, circum—
stances change us. Some men, who in poverty and obscwrity have been accessible and
genisl, become haughity when idolizped for their gendus and fawned on for thelr wealih.
New friends, new spheres, and new swrroundings alier men marvelouslye

A1) around us are changes, grand, stupendous, unimaginable. PBut in the zddst of all
these changes stands the unchanging Christ, Who "is the same vesterday, and today,

and for ever.t Jesus is the seme To all penerations of men. He is the unchanﬁlng
object of stable falih. e is our highest and holiest example. He satislies every
demand of life, net alene az the object of faith itseli, bul as & sufficient inspiration
to the demands that faith makes wpon 1ife in the herolsm of its struggle, in the sacri-
fices of its »erviﬂ . and in the pufficlency of its rewsrd.
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1. He is the Chwrist of history.
With what divine impression He has marched down these twenty centuriss i But there
iz nothing sbopt Him which would wake us lzave Hin Lo the past. The past camot
hold Hime iz wntrammeled by the ages. e 15 ocurs Today.
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2. He is the Christ of today..
Great that He was in all those wonderful davs of old; divine that le #es in Ais
I”ﬁrﬁbalve goings about Galileej tender that He was in His marvelons niqir“‘ef
loving kindress; £irm that He was in driving out of the temple the iaise‘bxrgainers;
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vei, this Christ is the Christ of teday, where deily, t@ﬁ&érﬁﬁuﬁ, firmmess are Just
ag much nesdsd as U were, Jesterdsy is histox G oboday ls experisnce.
$We match our ev%vvthinw today cin De.s L@uﬁger your circumsitance
or situatlion, : b&ﬁ, r blessing, pain or pleasvre, life's problems
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or perplexities upon the highways of its perpetusl struggies, Jesus Christ is the
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unchanging heart's ease of mmmanity for its present experiences and the only hope
for what lies bhevond iis mortal e,

3. He ig the Christ of tomerrow.

History bas zlready convinced uve. ¥e live now amid experiences thsat cannot be
guestioned. ¥We raise our eyves unto btomorrow with & hope undeniable. Jesus
i1l be sufficient. The whole purpose of my message will be missed unlaess I
in getting to vou the fzct of the living presence of the living Christ being the
crly inspiration to holy living, heroic endeavor, and high achievement. Tl
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his wone
derivl Christ is able to strengthen vour courage, brzghnen your hope, iliwnine
vour fzith, and wapm your hearts. 7o meet your needs, call upon you to get a
new view of Christ, o new knowledpe of Christ, and a new grip on Christ. He is

a living, breathing, throbbing, thrilling, pulseting personaliiy. He redeesms,
regenerates, snd re sﬁeres.

His gospel now has the preatest opportunity it has ever had, and it should have the

most vigorous application and propsgation Qy bh@au wio belleve it. We giand upon the

threshold of the most challengling hour thalt Chyistlanity has ever known. (hristianity
Cis not g fair-weather religion, never has been} and never can be. It sterted on a

eross. 1t moved forward through 2 grave. The blood of the mariyrs hes always been

the geed of the church, and it is still true thet "without the shedding of hlcod thers

i no remigsion of sin.® Times like fzeSP alweys pive the prophets of Cod thelr greatest

orportunity.

I. uesu$ Ohrist Is The Same In His Person.

In His person there are two beings in unlty, the Son of Ged ashd the Son of Man,
As men locked on Him they saw the incarnation of {fod Himssll. We chansa perpetu-
allys the bloom of youth gives place to the strength of manhood, and the maturity
cof manhood fades away inbto Lhe wealmess of old agee. We are one day strong, and

the next day wesk; one day resolved, and the next day wavering; one hour constant,
and the next houwr unstable as water. Bub our Haster is ever the same; pure, and
nevey spotied; firm and never changing -- everlastingly cmnipotent, uwnchangeably
omniscient. Christ's person never changes. He is ever the same in His great
attributes - His elermity, spiritwaliiy, ommiscient, and ommipotence. He ig the
szme in His perfeci and blessed character -- in His righieocusness and faithfuiness,
His love and mercy, His forbearance and tenderness. He is sublimely unchangeable,
eternal 1y and infinilely perfect. It is grand thal there is one person who 15 ihe
bame, It is well that there is one stable rock amidst the changing billows of the
sea of life; for how many and how grievous are the changes of these daysi Should
Jesus come to earth again, as aurely He will, we should find Him to be the same
Jeguss as loving, as ugproacnable, as genercus, as kind and though arrayed in nobler
garments than He wore when first He visited this earth, yet He would be the sam
person, uwnchanged by all His glories, His triumphs, and His joyse

1¥. Jesus Christ Is The Same In His Purpose.

How changeable is men in his purposesi We leave him today thinking we know his
line of procedure; but on the morrow we discover he has changed his mind, Han's
shortsightedness has much to do with the mutability of his purposes. But Christ
changes note It is still His purpose to: —

1. Peveal God to man,.
fe said, "I and My Father are one, He that hath seen e hath seen the Father.!
ﬂe was God manifest in the flesh. He revealed the love of God for the sinner
and His hatred of sin. '
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2. Redesm men from gin,
T1 1 ) temptid in is i 3 hri Ianb of Ged, who
The only hope of redemption from sin is in Jesus Christ, the Ianb of s
taketh away the sin of the world.
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3. Feconcile man to Gode
This is the most urgeni and vital need of mankind today. This experience is
the most mopentous trensaction in the 1ife of any mone.

Jesus Christ Is The Same In His Power.

he great beasts become feeble with age; the large trees that have held their ground

for long years against the might of tempests become smiitten with decay and fall as

the gale sweeps Liye Man, hearty and strong in youth, becomes weak and toblering
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with age. Intellect loses its strength and the orator his power to sway the muitie
tude. Bubt Jesus Christ is not subject to chance. His power is ever the same.

There was power in His presence, for when He appesred, demons fled away and were
glad enough to drown themselves in the waters of the sea. There was power in HL
voice. The waves were rocking the boat and even the trained fishermen were afraid;
but at the sound of the Master's voice the waves were hushed, the storm was over,
and the sea was calme There was power in His hande. He had but to touch sightless
eves with His {ingers snd lay His hand upon the pain-racked bedy and siretch fortn
His arms to a wicked and gainssying world to bring peace to those in distress. In-

deed He was and is poweriul in every wave. '

The world has had teachers whoge names will continue to be rencened to the end of
time, But the greatest of all teachers was Jesns Christ. Of Him the people said,
Hever man spake like this man.® He was original in His teachings and was Hiwm

own suthority for his uwbierances. The teachings of Christ nsver can be other than
they ares To the end of time He shall speal 1o men just as He ¢id when He lived
amnong them - the very same gloricus truths. The world can never outgrow the teache
ings of Jesus. For exasple, He said: Qo ye therelore, and teach a1l nmeilions,
baptliging them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost:
teaching them to observe 81l things whaetsoever I have commended youy and, lo, I

am with you always, even umbo the end of the wordlde.®™ In this He was spesking ‘o

the twentieth century as well as to the firste. His feachings were not for the age
and land in which they were spoken only, but for 21l ages and for 811 Jands, No-
thing can be substituted for them until it csases to be a faet that regsneration

iz ine great need of the simmer; thal faiih in Jesus Cirist 1s necegsary to salvabtions
that true happiness depends on the spiritusl condition and that supreme love to Cod
should be possessed by every man., His teachings, like His persomality, continue
and change note More than nineteen centuries have passed awsy since His words were
ubtered, but they have lost nene of their clearnsss or Ireshness or force. They
are still the great fountsins of religious light, iife, and liberty to our racs.

Aniother fact to be stated that shovld cause uvs to rejoice is that Jesus Christ is

as able to save as He was nineteen centuries agoe In the days of His flesh, with
wkat ease He sald, "Son, thy sins be foregiven thee.® With esgual ease He can say

the same teodzy to any penitent soul. He is in no way aflected by the march of the
centuries. The cross upon which He gave Himself in death for us has lost none of

its ancient nowere By His glorious gospel and the Holy Spirit, He is still cone
vineing men of sin, drawing them to Himself, and impariting to them psrdon and

peace, Liberty, and joy. He gives humenity new life, transforms man's heart, changes
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His will and His 1ife.



wee He iz always available

"

Az the helper of people Jesus Christ ls ever ihe s
for our needs. %tuhonyh friends may desert us, trus Christians can S&y’%itﬁ Faunl,
Wihe Lord stood with me¥ We can honestly bear our solesn bestimony that He has been
tpue to ug in all our exxgeﬂaies and has never failed us once, He has not failed;
- He does not 811 ftodays He will not fall tomorrow. at a tonic for cur ﬁazﬁh stich
He dis the seme in His work yeslerday, in His grece boday, and in His olory

words are
Lomorrowe

all arvound I
t net, abide with me i




