TEE BAPLOITS OF FAITH
Hebrews 11:24=26

The eleventh chapter of Hebrews is God's hall of fame. In it we see a plcture
gallery of the herces of feith. It is a muster roll of God's ammy. The history of
the world is the hisbtory of faith. Im this roll call of the worthies we see Abel,
who reprosemts faith, worshipping:; Enoch, whothepresents faith, fellow-shipping ;

Hosh, who represents falth, st work; Abyshem, who represenis faith, obeying; Issac,
who represents faith, looking forward; Moses, who represents faith, refusing, ehoos-
ing and being rewardédz Joshua, who represembts faith, fighting; and Bsheb, who rspre-
sents faith, servings

Foszes' exploits of faith will encourage us in our own dally tasks. As a statesman,
iaw-giver, voet, provhet, priest, and gemeral, he has no superior and few eguals. FHe
possessed in a marked degree three absolutely esgsenbial gualitites to success:

1. Talent

2e Encrgy

B, Ambition

From his Hebrew ancestors Moges inherited those gualitiés of charmcter snd religious
prineiples which form the surest foundstion for life's highest scheivements. From the
cultural influence of the palace and court of Fharaoh he lesrned the arts, solences, sad
literature which ensbled him to interpret the thoughts of Ged to mem in e remarkable way.
The Wew Testement interpretation of the character, life, and work of Moses dscribes all
of his highest acheivements. Falth was The force thet kept him alive. Feith bore him
omward; faith inspired him upward; end faith exalted him gloricusly. These are some of
the exploits of faith, Faith is not a passing experience; it is an active forse. Falth
is not something done to us, bub scmething which is done in us. Faith is not & tacked
on adoyrment of lifey it is an ingrowing endowment of charscter. Faith is not & sube-
missive servant; it is an spgressive master. Faith is not s destructive antaponlist;
it is & constructive cocoperator. Falth plows its path asross the tractless seas end
discovers new worlds. Faith blazes the way through the forest, and bullds new empires.
Faith rises into the sir and carries the commerce of nabionsz. Faith builds railroads,
eonstructs eities, orzenizes banks snd big business, establishes colleges, builds or=
phaneges, end erects hospitals. Faith glorifies God, crowns Christ, honors humanity,
makes manhood, and secures success. Deublt is destyuetive, dangerous, snd desdening.

It depresses, discourages, and dooms. Falth works, bulilds, constructs, and progresses,
Taith made Meoses what he was and falth wmakes every man who ig worthwhile in the worid.
Our text inroddces us to ome of the grandest characters in history. The greatest

event in his life is recorded in the text. In the text we have:

Te. Faith's Choice

Hoses wes born of a Gespised race that was in captivity in Egypt. He was doomed
to destruction. He was saved by the shrewdness amd love of his mother, then adop~-
ted imbo the family of the Royal house. He was reared as a prince, snd eduested
to the last degree of knowledge that then was atteinsble. With a mind peculairly
Pitted to take oz edusabion, he stood apparently upon the thrsshold of all the
things that men most desire in this world. There was nothing thalb wealth could
rive that he could not have. There was nobhing in plessure that was not asccessible
to him. There was nothing in posibion, honor, snd govermment that was not open to
hime
The mopenbous hour had come for him. His education was completed; his powsrs

Cfully metured; His age wes asbout forty; his hour of decision and destiny hed come,
and he was at the forks of the road. He had to decide whether he would identify
himself with the suffering race who were his kindred, and whose cavse was the cause
of righteousness and mercy; or whether he would choose to rank on the side of their
soppTessors, with whom, in upbringing and pogition, he was el ready asscciated. Moses
did not act rashly or unadvisably in his choice. He stood at the forks of the road
looked at both rosds, snd to one of them he spoke & posibive, vigorous, ocub-and-oub
"EO", Hs did sowething morve then just refuse to take that one road. He chose o
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travel the other voad. "By faith Hoses refussd to be cslled the son of
Praraoh's daughbter, choosing rather to suffer affliction with the people

of God." He deliberstely refused to be called the son of Pharach's daughter;
o identify himself with the people of Egpyt; te sanction theiy policy of

‘oppressing the Hebrews; to sontinue in the service of the court., He chose

to throw in his lebt with his people, end surrender all this splendor ef

Egyvpt and the prospects that were offered him in order %o do so. He refused

a 1ife of luxury and chogse one of poverty. He refused & life of sese, end
shose one of hardehip. He refused a throne, and chose the life of & servant.
This choice wes a daring, sdvemburcus, sublime, and self-sacrificing choice.
There have been many choices inspired by the same herois faith. A voung
miliiona¥kre accepted appointment es a foeripn migsiorary to.a far eway field
in preference to The bright lighits snd fest subtomobiles and fester seciely

of his howe land. A culbured young woman of Baltimors, born in the lep of
luaury, resred with the best of culburel opportunities, turms her back upon
the blandishments of worldly weys and zoes to (hing as s missionsrye. There

are those who say that she buried her life. *here are others who say that

if buried, there will one day be a glorious resurrection. Fothing but faith
could imspire such heroic cholcesy faith in God, ir His Word, in His work,

in one's self, in the possibilitles resident in the poorest people. Faith
alome inspires sueh decisions snd leads o such herois selfessorificing sere
viee, +his feith overcomes all of ebatacles,; and =mounts sbove all the forees
messed ageinst it. Lock at whet blocked the path of Hoses: high scelel posi-
tion, the pleasures of sin, the tressures of Egypt, the gratification of humen
ambition, & life of ease, end the dangers of death. Bubt falth overcems these
Thig felith wes imwplented in domestic life by his mother-purse. This is where
a1l noble manhood and heroice living begins. *his choice of Hoses was slso nure
tured by patricbic principles. LIt was the call of blood, the osll of his owm
people, the cell of his own nation. His choles inspired by faith, was slso

the result of religious zeal. Hoses zhose persecubions, sxd rose to prominence,
He chose loneliness snd rose to leadership, becemse of his religicus convietions.

Faithfs Vision

"By faith Hoses endured as seeing Him who is invisikle”. The world owes a
debh of eternal gratitude to its visionmries. The worid's dreamers have besn
its greatest doers. Ils seers have been 1tz mightiest servants, Spiritusl
vision is the most productive, the most emnmobling, the most wplifitineg forece
in the unliverse. The man without spiritueel vision lags bslow hiz largest pos-
sibilities. ‘le becomes & oringing, oreven; coward. Without Uod a men is "a
weltering cheos of despair, the plaything of time, the varsbond of space, and
the wail of sternity".

The vigion of falth ensbled Moses to lead 5 raee of slaves to become & welil
orgenized, well trained, vnifisd natlon whieh the persesutions of forty eenturies
have not been sble to destroy. Faith's vision ensbled Paul te 1ift the Epicu=
repn stolcelsm of Greevs out of Lhe mire and deepair, and the provéling meterisl-
ism of the Roman Empire oub of its weltering shame, and to send spiritual forces
gleaming seress the centuries. It 1ifted our bleed drinmking Anglo-Saxon sncese
tors imbto the position of world lesdership which they heve enjoyed for more than
& thousand years. Woe bebide those who lose their spiritusl vision. Faithts
vision ipspired Luthur to condemn the podless eseclesissticism of his dey, ad
to set & nation free. It gave ﬁharlegﬁﬁgéféy the power to shake & cold and
worldly stete chureh, dylng in formelisk , and to revive viital welipion on two
gontinents. Faith's vision sees God and belisves. Talth sees Jod in the tint
of the rose peial, in the rythmiec rippling of Yhe brook, in the calwpine cadences
of the clouds; exd in the burst of sunrise. To faith the presenc 134%very%ﬁ33$g
in the heart, in the life, in the mind, in the will, vitelising, stremgthening,

reinforaing elly
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son corntentious for the iittle "i,n 'ﬁg jmssedistely at hend, apd robbed bhim of the
preat thing that is just ehead. Te & man of feith the ignoble snd fleelting
pleasures of the presevt pele inlo ubbey insigrificence beside the glovies of
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The power to choose the spirituel rather then the msterial, the vislon which
sees e who is tnvisible, rebthsr theas thed mr;;u} enly the eyes of the fisch
behold; the sbility Yo strive for the eternel rowavrd rether than the temporal,
are the foroes which 13%% men to the highest helgbls and present bim bo God snd
the world as the chief ssset of g1l time, vemely, e purpeseful, highly resclved,
r aonseerated sorsenality.
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