CUR GREAT HIGE PRIEST

"Beeing then that we have a great high priest, that is passed into the heavens, Jesus the
Son of Gid, let us hold fast ocur profession. For we have not an high priest which cannot
be touched with the feeling of our infirmilties; but wes in 21l points tempted like as we
are, yet without sin. Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may
obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need™ ({(Hebrews 4:14-16).

In Bible times a priest was a person divinely appointed to tranmsact businsss with God on
man's behalf. He performed the duties of his office by offering sacrifice and by making
intercession. The function of a priest is to mediazte man's relation to God., Whersas a
prophet speaks to man for Ged, a priest speaks to God for man. Because of & conscicusness
of sin and failure, men have, through the ages, felt the need of somebody to speak to God
on their behalf and obtain for them the favor of God.

From the bock of Leviticus we learn that the essential idea of the High Priest was that of
representation. Be stood for the people, and represented them in gll of their dealings
with God. The chief features of his work may be summarized thus: go into the holy of
helies on behalf of the people, take with him the terms of acceptance, offer gifts and
sacrifices, sprinkle blood as the symbol of intercession, preside over the services of
the sanctuary, seek the blessings of God for the people, deliver the response of God to
the people, expiain the law and decide legal controversies, and bless the people in the
nzme of the Lord.

This passage reminds God's people thab their High Priest had passed intc heaven, and thab
there He is seated upon a throne of grace, to which they are urged to come. Tu the Old
Testament era, when the high priest went inte the holy of holiss to appear before God for
the people, he carried the blood of the vietim which had been sacrificed for the sins of
the pecple. Because of His sacrifice for us, Christ, our great High Priest, can stand
before the throne of grace and make it possible for us to “receive mercy, and find grace
to help in time of need.”

I. Christ's Gualifications As Our High Priest.
1. His relation to the Father.

He is the only begotten and eternal Son of God. He shared with the Father in the
creation of the world, In obedience to the Father He came to the world and wrought
out the plan of salvation. After He had fulfilled the will of the Father, He went
back to take His place at the Father's right hand.

2. Hie relation to man.

He came to earth and took upon Himself & body of flesh, and thus identified Hime
sell with men. He entered into the experiences of men. He was tempted. He éx—
perienced suffering and death.

3. His sinlessness.

He is "one thatl hath been in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin.”
He was faced with temptations on all sides, yet He never yiélded to temptation.
He Who had come from the Father spotless and cisan returned to the Father without
a stain. He was one with us in everything except sin. It was at the point of
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sin that men needed help most, and, if He had been enmeshed in sin, He could not
have given us the help that we needed,

L. His atoning sacrifice.

In the Old Testament dispensation, when the High Priest went into the Holy of
Holies to appear before God for the people, he carried the blood of the victim
which had been sacrificed for the sins of the people. DBecause of His sacrifice
for us, He can stand before the throne of grace as our High Priest, and make it
possible for us Lo "receive mercy, and find grace to help in time ef need.®

Christ's Characteristics As Our High Priest.

1. He is strong.

Christ is superior to the prophets, the angels, Moses, Joshua, Aarcn and all others.
The word “great” suggests this fact. Christ is called "great? because of the dignity
of His person, the virtue of His sacriflce, and the place where He now officiates——
in heaven. Christ is great in His person, position and power. He is also great in
His Calvary sacrifice, heavenly sanctuary, and present service for His peop¢ea He
has settied fhe sin question and given us access to the throne of grace, He is

strong and mighty to save amid the perils of our pilgrim way.
2. He is sympathetic,

We need His sympathy as well as His strength. Sympathy means to suffer with an~
other, or to put yourself in his place. He is concerned with our infirmities,
ignorance and helplessness. We can take our weaknesses, limitations and burdens
o Him. He knows our failures, frailties and waywardness. He seeks to bring us
into fellowship with God.

3. He is sinless.

Christ never sinned. He was holy. He knew the full force of temptation, but never
yielded. He knew the powsr of the enemy, but He overcame it,

L. He is sufficient.
Te be sufficient He must be strong, sympathetic and sinless. No other has ever
combined all these qualities in his person. Man needs Forgiving, forbearing and
preventing mercy. Christ is sufficient for every need.

5. He is suprems.

Christ's strenglh, sympathy, sinlessness, sufficiency and supremacy comblne to make
Him the worthy ohject of our adoration and praise.
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His official glory, He was

As to His perscnal glory, Christ was the Son of God; ial
e source of His office was

i
a priést forever after the order of Melchisedec; and
in the divine will,

o

Christ's Cordiality As High Priest.

Who is invited %o come to the throne of grace? It is believers in Christ. To what
place are believers invited to come? It is to the throne of grace. The word "throne!
suggests royally. A throne is a place where a king sits and reigns. It is the symbol
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of reyal authority, dignity and power. The throne about which the inspired writer is
tallding in this verse is the throne of God, the place where God sits and reigns, the
symbol of His authoripy, dignity and power. It is certainly expected ihat the subject
in approaching the king should pay him homage and honor. Then, in what spirit or at-
vitude should we approach the throne of God? We should approach Him with lowly rev-
erence, deep sincerity, unstaggering confidence, devout joyfulness, complete submission,
enlarged expectations and great boldness.

Coming to the throne of grace gives us two things:
1. A sense of cur smallness.

Almost instinetively we are led to ask, What are we ordinary folks doing at a
throne, the throne of the universe? We are made conscious of our littleness, and
anything that makes us feel that way is good for us. An old veteran of the eross
told some young Christian workers, who were gathered about him, "You can easily
become too big for God to use you, but you can never becoms tooc little.” How
true; and nowhere more so than in the sphere of prayer aad service.

2. A sense of our sinfulness.

If it were azny other kind of ithrone than grace, we would not dare to approach it.
On His throne 1s a figure of ‘msjesty and of mercy. He occupies a throne of grace
and IHis seat 1s a mercy-seat. His majesty will not drive us from Him in confusion
and despair, for His mercy bids us welcoms and insists that we "come boldly.” We
come to the throns of grace to dhtain mercy and to find help., Obtaining mercy
sxpresses the heart of God, and finding help refers to the hand of Jod. It is in
fis mercy that we see His heart opened, and it is in His hand oubstretched that

we observe His grace. The heart of God is opened for our sins and wealmesses. How
wonderful to have mercy! The hand of God is.extended for our trials and needs.

fiow good 1t is to have help! The heart and hand of God are offered %o us. Leb

us take them and live betier and more useful lives. '

This letter encourages Christians to come courageously to God because Christ is a
Friend above 8ll friends. The Bible insisbs that we helieve the promise that God wiil
be responsive to us because he is like His Son Jesus Christ. "He is touched with the
feeling of our infirmities.” As Christ locks upon our world today with its need, its
sin, and its open and runming sores, He sees us as sheep who have had the fleece ripped
off, bleeding, bruised, unable to rise up and to make owr cwn way. Thank Ged, Jesus
Christ is touched with the feeling of our infirmities. Knowing the brokenness of our
hearts and the needs of our spirits, He is responsive to our needs.

Christ was "bempled in every way like as we are." Yet, He was without sin. Every temp-
tation and every onslaught that is common to us was directed towards Him. He faced the
great drives of the body. He faced the ambitions of the mind. He faced the subtle
intrigues and confusions of the heart that hears many voices., How did He gain the
victory? He realized that the temptation is not the sin, that for the thought to

come, or the idea to enter the heart, is not the sin. It is only when we put it into
practice that we sin against the Sen of God. Jesus Christ, by the power of His char-
acter and by His faith in God the Father, was more than viehorious in the circumstances
of temptation. "So let us continue coming with courage to the throne of Cod's grace

to obtain His mercy and to find His spiritusl strength to help us when we need it.



