A GQUESTION THAT HAS KO ANSWER
Wiow shall we excape if we neglect so great salvalionit" Hebrews 2:3.

What is the salvation to which the author of the Epistle to the Hebrews thus refers?
It is the salvation that Jesus Christ purchased on Calvary's cross for all who would
accept Him as a personal Saviour. It means deliverance from the guilt, the penalty,
the power, the love, the dominion, and eventually the presence of sin.

T. God's Salvation Is Gresat.

The writer is not exsggerating in the least when he describes the salvation which

God wrought oubt for lost sinners as being YgreatW in every respect. Why does he
call it "so great salvation," and why does it deserve so to be described?

1. It is great in its conceptlon.

Salvation was planned in the counclils of eternity, is the product of infinite
wisdom and comes from the loving heart of Cod. Hone but the great and holy
God could conceive such a plan. It was His tremendous love for fallen humanity
that induced Him to send His only begotten Son inte the world to be buffeted
and subjected to indignities, and then to suffer and die for us. "But God

_commendeth is love toward us, in that, while we were yelt sinners, Christ died
for us.® FRomans 5:8. "For God so loved the world that He gave His only be-
gotten Son, that whoseever believelh in him should not perish but have ever-
lasting life.® John 3:16.

2. It ig great in its cost.
The value of any object is usvally esgbimated by the souwrce from whence 1t comes.
{mr salvetion has 1is source in the heart of our heavenly Father., In infinite
condescensicn He sent His only begolten Sen to earth teo redeem us from sin.
This was the greatest price He eould have paid; it cost Him the very best that
He had - Hisz blessed Son. The Son wroughi oui our sslvation by His hercic self-
sacrifice on the cross and then said, "It is Tinished." He could not have paid
a higher price for He gave Hig 1ife for us.

3. It is great in its content.
In this salvation God gives us all that we need to teke care of the past, te
provide for the present, and to supply the fulure. It delivers from sin and
its conseguences and brings us into right relationship with God. Eternal life
becomes the possession of every believer. ¥And this is the record, that God
hath given to us eternal life, and this life is in His Son. He that hath the
Son hath 1ife; and he that hath not the Son of (od hath not life,® I John 53ll-12.
Salvation mariks the beginning of & new 1ife. With it we get new desires, new
motives, and new aspirations. It is noteworihy that many, who were formerly
‘siseped in every kind of sin and viee and were & curse to soclety, are now de-
voted, efficient, and suvccessiuvl workers for God among the very classes to which
they once belonged. That which brings about such marvelous results deserves to
be described s a great salvation.

This great selvation encompasses all the trisls, temptations, and ills to which
we sre helrs. It guarenitees help in every time of need. Being a Christian does
not mean that no burden shell ever fall on the showlders, no tears zhall ever
molgten the eyes or no sorrows shall ever bresk our hearts, bubt it means that
in the wmidst of 81l lifels vicissitudes and trials cur Lord will sustain us

end carry us through. His prowise, "Lol I am with you all the days,® includes
the dark and trying days as well ag the pood ones. He sald, ¥] will never leave
thee.® ®ie that spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for ws all, how
shall he not with him also freely pive uws 21l things?®  Christ would save your
iife to all that is highest and truest and noblest and best.
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This great salvation delivers the soul from all thal is evil; from dsrkness

to light, from death to 1ife, -from sin to rightecusness, from seilishness to
maonanimity, Irom defeat to triuvmph, {rom the lowest depths to the highest
heipghts, from everlasting torment to everlasting joy end glorye. It is a deliver-
ance from ebernal ruiln due to our sins, Ifrom the dominleon of Satan on earth,

from the doom of Satan after death, from pregent terror and eternsl remorse.
Salvation culminates in everlasting happliness, fulness of Jjoy and pleasures Tor-
evermore in the presence of the infinite Father, the society of angels, and

Zust men made perfecth.

IT. God's Salvation Moy Be Heglected.

l.
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k.

Heglect is common.

More are lost because of neglect than for any other reason. I do not believe
that snybody really and deliberately intends to remain lost and go to helle T
dontt think any human being deliberately anc definmitely plans te ignore the up-
ward way and miss heaven, Yet many are actually doing it and all becavge of
habitusl negliigence. Salvation has been provided and cffered to you and some
of vou are neglecting it. You do not intend Lo destroy yourself, You will
admit that salvation is a matter of great importance and you intend to give it
your attention socmetime in the Iulures

Some neglect because they are too self-righitecus and self-suflicient to admid
their need or ite. They have led such excellent lives and been go respectable
that they canncot heliewve that they are in any danger. It is no wonder that you
neglect if you do not feel any need of salvation.

With many it is the result of mere senseless procrastinatione They do not

give the matter & thought., There are so many other things to ccoupy their
attention they bave no tiame for it. They intend to give atlention to 1t by and
by when & conven ile lifle itself rushes away.

L

ent season comes, bub oess

Heglect is easy.

& man in business has but to neglect it for it to be ruined. He need not gamble
to go bankrupte A1l he needs to do is to negleect his business. 4 sick man may
neglect the means of recovery, but he will die. A man above Hiagara Falls may
neglect the use of his oars, but he will piunge over the cataract. ZEach one

is guilty of neglect in gome sphere of life. Each has left undone some dulyy
refused to recognize some obligation. Each has turned aside from something

that seemed to be an imperative in life, - :

Fegleet is unfair.

{1) It is wnfair to your omn soul.
To know the plan of salvation and then neglect to embrace it is spiritual
snicide, It is uvnfair to send your soul to hell,

(2) It is uvnfair to others.
Ho man liveth unto himself.® :
Your conduct aifects others.. Our lives are bound up with one another.

Yie are helping or horiting one another every day we live.

Keglect is foclish.

This great salvetion is the only salvation that is available. A4s Peter puts

it in ficts k:l2, "Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none
other name under heaven given among men, whereby we mst be saved.? It is
salvation in Christ, or it is no salvation at alls. There is no escape apart
from Ohriste It is by Christ or not at all. Therefore, it is absurd to neglect,
disregard, or reject the only possible salvation., Whoever lives without Christ
is where ile is not, and whoever dies without Him will ge where He is not. How
can you expect to end with Him if you do not begin with Him? Surely you are
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not silly enough Lo suppose that you can create some cther way of salvation as

a gubstitute for this. You are even more foolish if you admit that this unigue
provision is made, in this salvation lies your only hope of etermal life, that

there is no other escape from hell, and yet you neglect ite

5. Heglect ig wronge
{1} It is not right to yourself.
You owe it to yourself to make the most and best of yourself. It is not
right to neglect your spiritual welfare. It is wrong for you to ignore
vour futore and fail to mske provision for it. It is wrong for you to
destroy your soul and send it 1o hell.
It is not right toward anybody.
It is not right toward God.
leglect is a high affront offered to the wisdom of God, and to His goodness
and grace in Christ. Neglect is a merk of ingratitude to God. It is not
right for a creature to ignors and neglect the Ureator, when your very life
. is contingent on His will., Some obligations to Him are inexcorable &nd in=-
escapable, Oratitvde -— what a praiseworthy quaiity that is in human 1ife
- ghould spur every person Lo turn to God and accept His Son Jesus Christ.
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6. Heglect is perilous. :

- You cannob live as you should if you neglect salwatione To neglect it is to
choose hell as your fubure abode. To neglect this great salvation means that
you will miss heaven. Heglect is all that is necessary to bring your soul to
perdition. To miss salvation all thal is necessary is to nsglect it. Heglect

glect will shut the door of merey in your face and exclude you
Christ and received
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ig not safe. X
from the presence of God and heaven. Have you accepted
salvation? 717 not, then you have rejected it.

Our text is a guestion that even God Himself camnct answer, for He has revealed this
very szlvation as the one way of escape, and what can remain for us if we neglect 137
Certainly no obher way of escape has been revealed.

Many years ago, in the gstate of Pemnsylvanis, Ueorge Wilsom was sentenced to be hanged
by the United States Court. He had robbed the mails and commitied murder. Andrew
Jackson, then President of the United States, pardoned hime But Wilson refused the
pardon, and insisted that it was not & pardon unless he accepled ite That was s
point in lew never hefore raised in the United States. The President called upon the
inited States Supreme Court to decide the mabtier as the sherliff must know whether or
not te hang ¥ilson. Chief Justice John Mershall, one of the ablest known lawyers,
gave the following decision:

BL pardon iz a paper, the value of which depends upon its acceptance by
the pergon lmplicated. It is hardly to be supposed that one under the
gentence of death wonld refuse to accept & pardom. But if it I8 refused
it is no pardon. George Wilson must be hanged.® And he was,

Tikewise, the gospel of Christ, which is the power of Cod unto salvation, is a pardon
anc & sure way of escape from hell for evervone, irrespective of who he is or what

be has done. Bul i1t must be accepted in order to be effective. Otherwise there
remains noe answer o the guesiien of the soul's salvation.

There is no escape {or God if you neglect His salvation. His law is unchangezlble and
He must see to 1t that yoo ere punished. He can vlay no favorites; He can make no
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execeptions. As vou live, so shall you dle; so shall you face the judgmente.
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There 1s no excape for youv. Tou cannol p angel; deny yvour sing;
hide from the Judgment. No argunent or excuse i obwiate the fact that wou havs
rejected God's Bon. There is no escape for you if you reject Chrisit. Heglect is

rejestlion, destruciion, hell.




