- DIVINE CHASTISEMENT

VAND ye have forgotien the exhortation which spesketh unto wou as wnto children, My
gon, - despise not thou the chastening of the lord, nor fzint when thou ard reﬁukea of

Him," Hebrews 12:5.

Cne vurvese of the New Testament sciiptures 1s to help peonle to keep their loyalty
to Christ im a very difficult world. One of the things which we have to do in life
is to learn tc accept disappointments and difficulties. There is no use in kicking
at them, or nursing a grievance because of them. That reaction only mekees them
harder to besr. It gels uwp an immer frlctlo" which galls the spirit.

Part of our trouble is the idea that life was meant to be easy and plesgsant. It is

'ﬂtrbpge that such an idea should have entered our minds. There is no ground for it

in the New Testsment, and no svidence of it in life. Ihe evidence is all the other
way. A ceriain amount of hardshir and sufferinz comes to all., We cannot develop
proverly without disecipline, ressrdless of whether it is imposged from within or from
without. A soft life is a flasbby ore. Mowt neovle can look back on various sore
esperiences and thank God for them. Iike the Peslimist, many of us cen gay, "It is
good for me thet I have been afflicted.," Since 1ife ig a place of discipline, we

should not be surprised if we are called upon to go through the mill of adversity
and struggsle.

It is importent, in our study of divinme chastisement, that we draw s sharp distinction
betueen divine Dunlqhment and divine chastisement, The distinction is very simple,
arns yet it is often overlooked. God's people can never be punished for their gins,
for God hes slrsady punished them at the cross. There the Lord Jesus, our blessed
substitute, suffered the full persity of all our guilt. That is why it is written,
"The blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanseth uwg from 811 sin." Nelther the justice
nor the love of God will permit Him te exsci paymert again of what Christ has al-
ready discharged to the full. The difference between punishment and chastisement
does not lie in the nature of the sufferings of the afflicted. There is & three-

fold distiretion belween the two. -

1. In the character in which God acts
In divine vunishment God sets ss Judge, and in divine chastisement God a cts
as Father. Sentence of punishment is the act of a judge, for @ vpenal sentence
is passed on those charged with guilt. Punishment csn never fall on the child
f God in this judicial sense becsuse his guilt was all transferred to Christ:
Uho his own self bear our sirs in his own body on the tree.”

Although the believer's sin canrot be punished, and the Christian canmnot be
condemned, vet he may be chastised. The Christian occu pies an entirely
different vosition from the non-Christian: he is s member of the family of
God, The relationshin which now exists betwsen God and him is thet of narent
and child; and as a son he must be disciplined for wronzdoing, Yolly is
bound o in the hearts of 81l God's children, and the rod is necessary to re-
buke, to humble, and to subdue.
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2+ In the reciplents of each.
The objects of divi-e vunishment are God's enemies. The subjects of divine
chastisement are His children. As the judge of all the easrth, God will wel
take vengesnce on sl1l His foesl As the Father of His children, God meintains
discipline over them. Punishment is judiecisl, and chsstisemen® ilg parentsl.

3, In the degsimm of each,

o

S
Punishment ig retributive, and chestisement is remedial. The Tormer Tlows
from Codl's anger, and the latter from His love., Divine ounichment is never
sent for the good of gimmers, but for the honcring of God's law, and for the
vindication of His govermment. But divine chastisement is sent for the well-
being of God's children, When the believer is smarting under the rod, God is
not emiting him in wrath but is correcting him in love. Chastisement evidences
our divine songhin, for the father of a family does not chastise those ont-
gide his family, but those within he guides and disciplines in order to gei
them to conform to his will. Chastisement is designed to »romote our highest
welfare.

The Certainty of Divine Chastisement,
o :

When & c¢hild does wrong and disobeys e parent, if that narent is 2 good one, he will
chastise the child in order to teach it the important lesson of obedlence to parental
authority, thereby aiding in the prover development of charzcter. Do it is with our
Heavenly Fether. "For whom the Iord loveth He chasteneth.” Chastisement is inevit-
able if one iz a child of God., Divine chestisement is administered in & manner and
degree according to the need of each child who has disobeyed.

There are various kinds of chastisement, such as, disease of body, distress of mind,
loss of property, injury of charascter, profligacy of children, faithleseness of
friends, and versecution for righteousness'! sake,

While all chasitenings are sufferings, not all sufferings are chastenings. Becsuse
David's son was teken from him as » chastisement does not mesn thet every child wio

dies is tskem for the seme reason. David knew why his child died., When we =zre corrected
of God for our sing, we always know vhat 1t is for. Do you think any good parent wonld
take one of hig or her children and whip it and pever let the child know why? Is

God less fair and merciful than we are?

Cod's chactisement ig limited te His children. A father looked out a window and

saw two boys fighting across the street. He wenl down and discovered that one of them
was his son., After separating the bovs, he incuired into the csuse of the trouble.
Each seemed to be ecually to balme., Which one did he chastise? He chastised his

own because he loved him and wanied to correct him for his own good. He did not

touch the other boy, because he belonged to someone elce. So it is with God. Je
chastises Hiw own. Meny heartaches would be avolded if God's children would only
remember trat when wilful sin is committed the chastening rod is sure to strike.

The Causes of Divine Chesiisement.

Much chactisement is the rod in the hand of the Father correcting His erring child.
Bubt it is a serious mistske to confine our thoughts to this one aspect of the sub-
ject, Often God's chastenings are corrective., They ere sent %o eroty vs of self-

sufficiency snd self-righteousness. He shastens us in order that "we might



be pariskers of His holineszs, The vhrase "that we might be" hesz direction in 1t

and the direction nolints toward =z purified and besutiful 1ife. The obi fect of The
chastisement is to deliver the sublects of it from sin, to establish them in th

faith, end to perfect them in holiness. Divine cbast:sement is intended fo correct
the faults of Christians, to wrevent further sins, io wrove God's love to them, to
gtrengthen their faith, uo “romﬂte their vell—beﬂnw to teach them to be cbedient,

to develon their charzcier, to 1ift them to higher. Wevelc of experience, and to brlng
them Into a condition of nqe?ulﬂess.

The Consecuences of Divine Chastisement.

In considering the spirit in which divine chestisements are to be received, it is to

be cbserved that all chastisements are not sanciified to the recipients of them. Some

are crushed benesth them, while others are hardened thereby. There is no virtue in
they ars blessed of God thal the

trials and troubles in themselves. It is only as
Christian is helped by them,

ement, there are two dangers

With reference to the consequences of divine chaslis
inst these he is warned.

or evils to which the Christizn is lizble, and aga

1. Desgpise not. :
"My son, despise not thou the chestening of the Lord." There are & number of
vayes in which Christisncs may despise God‘s chastenzngs.

{1) By cellousness, : . :
AT1 the man of the world knows to do is to mske the best of a bad situvation,
to grit his teeth and hear it %o the best of his ability. Hevipg no divine
Comforter, Counsellor or Prvsician, he has to fall bsck on his own poor re-
sources. It is inexpressiblv sad when we see & child of God conducting him-
self =se doew a follower of Setan. For a child of God to defy adversities is
to deg¢nize God's chastening Jand

(2) by complaining, : N
Vhen we murmur st it, that is desnisins Yod's chastening. That is what the
Eebrews did in the wzlderreﬂa, ard there sre still meny murmurers in Israel's
camp. We complainingly ask, Vhy this affliction? Whet have [ done te deserve
“4t7 We lock arcind with envious eys, and ere discontented because others are
‘carrying a lichter load. God chastises twice if we are not humbled by the
ret. Pstien® submission is the only way to receive chastisment. A& want

of resignation shows thet we despise God's chastening hand, "My son, despise.
not thou the chastening of the lord."

(3) By criticienms,
He despise the chestenine of the Lord when we ssy there is no use in i%. How

=0
often we question the usefulnes:z of chaziisemen nt i As Christisns we secem to
have little more spiritusl good sense than we had natural wisdom as children.
As children we thought that the rod wes the lesct necessary thing in the

bt

home., It iz so with the children of God. When cur plens are thwarted, vhen

logses are ours, we say, "What good comld possibly come out of this?®. Iike Jacob,

we exclsim: MA11 trese things are against me,” ¥hat is thie but to despise
chastening? Shall thy ignorance challenge God's wisdom?

(4) By carelessness.
Men despise the chssiening of the Lord when they refuse to vrofit by it, or
£2i1 to mend their ways. Many have desvised the rod, and in conseguence have



not oprofited thereby. Many a Chri ity

God, but in vein. Sickness, reverses, bereavenents have come, but they have not
been sanctified by nraveriul gelf-exeminstion. Be assured that there is

some reazson for the divine chestering. Dr. G. Jamobell Morgsn once said,

"o effliction would trouble 2 child of God, if he ¥new God's resson for send-
ing it.V . :

2. Degpair not.

Moy foirnt when thou are rebuked of Tim.¥ Thus we are admonished no
way to despair under chastening. There sre different ways in whic
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may faint when the Lord chastens.

(1) When he gives up all exertion.

(2)

(2)

He must not sink under the revroofs and strokes of the divine diselinline,
though they be severe. The fact that our triales are resulated by our
Father's hand, that they are educstional, thet they are intended and adapt-
ed to promote our spiritusl snd eternal well-being, should keep usg from
ginking beneath thelir nressure.

To "Paint" mesns rendering ourselves unfit for the discharge of our duties.
Yhen @ person feints, he is rendered motionless., Fow many Christisas are
rezdy to give up the fight completely when adversity enters thelr lives i
How many, by their sttitude, say, Cod's hand is heavy upon me, and I cammot
do anything. - Instead of fainting when thou ari rebuked by Him, recognize
Hig hand in it, '

When he guestions his sonsghip.
Meny Crristians, vhen the rod descends upon them, cenclude that they are

netthe children of God sfter all. They forget that it was written, "™Many

tre the afflictions of the righteous.® "But if ye be withount chastisements,
v ereol 811 sre partakers, then are ye basterds, and nct sons.™ Iearn then
to look uwpon trials as proofs of God's love, purging snd murifying thee.

When he despeirs.’ ,

Some have the motion that they will never get out of their trouble. Some-

body szye, "I haeve praved and prayed, but the cleuds have mnot 1ifte.” Then
comfort yourself? with thig reflection: it is alwave the darkest hour that

precedes the dawm. Therefore, "faint nol" when thou ard rebuked of Him,



