THE GLORY OF GOING ON

Mherefore seelng we alse are compassed aboubt with so great a clovd of witpesses, let
us lay sside every weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset ug, and let us run
with petience the race that is set before us, locking unto Jesume the author anc finisher
of our faith: who for the joy that was sebt befors Him endured the cross, desplsing the
shame, and is set down at the right hemd of the throne of God." Hebrews 12:1-2

These words were first addressed to a group of Jewish Christians who were finding thet
the Christian 1ife upon which they had entered wes much more difficult than they had
expected, They had discovered that the new 1life was distressingly full of difficulties
and persecutions. They were beginning to wonder if they shouwld abandon their high

sime and their great hopes. It wes to encourage them and to keep them from turning back
that this messege was writtem. They were urged, not to draw back, but teo go forward
without hesitation, .

Without & doubt these verses contein a reference to the Olympic Games, in which races
vere run before vast throngs for prizes of grest value., A racé under such eircumsitances
and under the cleose observation of & vast crowd of spectators was & grest inspiration
and a tremendous challenge to the rummers, The winner was crowned in triumph, His
name was celled in the streets. His father, his home, and his record were celebrated
in song, and a statuve was eected in his honer,

The Christien 1ife is here rerrecented as & race. The Christiah is pletured as & rumner
competing for the prize, This iz one of the Bible's most vivid pictures of the Christian
1ife. A& race must have a beginning, 1t must have progress, and it must have a goal,

The begirnming, however vigorcus and promising, is not emough., It is the going on thal
countg., It is the finish that epells vietory. Early in the last war Mariin Niemceller,
a Iutheran minister, was arrested by the Mazis and sent to a concentration camp. Vhere-
upen bis father, a retirved preacher, decided to reenter the active minigtry and to do
what he could te earry on the work of his courageous son. He prepared and delivered

a sermon thait became famcus-—a sermon to which he gave the subject, "It Depends upon

the Brd." In it he itold the story of Napoleen's mother, who one dsy said to her emperor—
son, "Son, you think you are Napoleon, the world ccngqueror. DBut you have an amxicus '
mother who asks you where you will end mp, what will your outcome be?" It is a guestion
that may well be asked any of us, "Where will you end up, what will your outcome be?"

Every Christian should strive to become z better Christian. Just as every one really
interested in his profession or business strives to improve, so every Christian who

ig in a healthy spiritual state desires to become a better Christisn. For each one who
ig striving to become a beétter Christian there are some wise and gracious counsels in
this passage of scripture.

I. Refuse The Handlicaps That Will Defeat You.
These handicaps are described under two heads s

1. Weights,
"let us lay aside every Welght." There must be a divestment of zll encumbrances.

Everything thet hinders must go. Every sensible athlete, who had any intention
of running in a foot race, would lay aside everything that would in the siight-
est degree immede his progress. Iong in advance of the race he would submit
to the mosk rigorous physical exercises and the most strict diseipline in order
to get rid of all superfluous flesh, and when the race is on he relieves hime
gt of every encumbrance that he may win the coveted prize. 4 man in training
must dispense with many things that are sllowsble to others. He must diseipline
himself in order o play well for the honor of his team and his school.

4L weight denotes whatever would put one to a disadvantage in running, Things which
prove to be weights to the Christian rumer need not necessarily be sins. Even
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things lawful may not be expedient. It is not a sin for an athlete to sat de~-
Jicious eandy and rich pastriss, bul doing se would handicap him in his playing.
Tt is not a sin for a father to carry his child in his arms, but he would not
sttempt to run a race with hig child in his asrms. It is not a sin for me to
participate in the busiress realm, bubt my doing so would be 2 welght to me. 4
weight may be entirely lepitimate, nay, to others & blessing and a help; but, if
to me it is an impediment in the race, I must lay it aside. It is a well-kmown
faect that many capeble wer have minimized their infiuence because they have not
laid aside every weight. IJome follewers of Christ aveid the things that are
plainly sinful, but they carry & lot of excess baggage in the form of doubtful
habits, or trifling interests, or second-best activities. This matter of wights
takes us into the realm of living where the imnoecent thing can be carried too
far. As Christians we have emtered a race and started for a goal., If we are o
reach that goal and win the prize, we must make everything contribute toward the
victory. If enything does not make us stronger and more useful representatives
of Jesus Christ, it is & weight that must be laid aside.

2, 5in,
ind the sin which doth so easily besebt us,.” One must free himself from be-
setting sin. What is this sin that we must lay aside? While 211 kinds of sin
are weakening in their effect, the root form of evil, which the author had in
his mind when he urged Christians to lay asids the sin which so easily besets,
ig the sip of unbelief., This gin of unbelief is the very opposite of the grace
of faith which was commendad go highly in the preceding chapier. Sin always
produces weakmess. 1t saps the strength of the rummer who is out to make a sue-
cess of the race of life., Iloyalty to God spells power and disleoyalty to Him
spells feebleness. To Sistrust God, to struggle asgainst His will, or to doubt
His promises alweys lands ws in trouble., If we are to rum sueccessfully, we
must lay sside sin, even such sins as 2 suspicious attitude, a critical spirit,
and ar irritable temper, an unforgiving spirit, and en evil habit, Youth
often vield to evil désives, older peopls to freifulness and peevishness, the
rich to pride and grasping for power, the peor to repinings againat Ged, the
healthy to forgetfulness of God, and the sick to rebellion against Him, But
each one is expected to overcome the sin to which he is nost liabls,

Bealize The Helps That Will Advance You.

The track was measured, the starting peint and the goal were fixed, the course wes
laid out, and over this course every runner hed to run if he hoped te reach the goal
and to win the prize. Ronning implied great exertion of bodily strength, progression,
and perseverance. '

The Christian life is a race that regquires exertion. We must expect to put forth
effort,. We must expect to run in downright earnestness, We cannot be "carried to
the skies on flowery beds of ease.” Being a Christian is an sxachbing business,

This race is mt before us, and is marked out for us in the Word of God. Some things
will help us tremendously in running this racete-

1. Mintaining a proper sense of direction.
We are to "run the race that is set before us.” Some years ago, in a football
game at the Rose Bowl, a player got possession of the bzll and made a seveniy-
yard ren, It wae a brilliant plece of work exeept for one thingw-he ran in the
wrong direetion. In his confusion he lost sight of the right goal.

That is a parable of what may happen tc any of us if we are not careful., It
ghould help us all, however, te reslize that Jesus Christ is always out there
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ahead of us, giving us the right lead, If He doesn't give us complete answers
to our particular problems, He alt least gives us the direction in which those
anavers will be found., In this confidence we can say with David Iivingsione,
"I will go anywhere, provided it be forwardi® Yes, keeping our sense of direcw
tion is decidedly a help if we are to win in the Christian 1ifé.

Underatanding that the course is not easy.

"let us run with petient endurance.® From this expression we learn that the
Christian wey of 1ife is not intended to be & perpetusl pienic. It is an ad-
venture with Jesus along 2 road with s thousand hurdies. It requires exertion.
It demands stamina., It asks for perseverance.

The patience required of us is not the patience of those who stand in line and
can do nothing whabever but just wait. It 1s rather the patience of the pledder
who, ageinst 511 weakness and oppositlen, persists In going on. The grace of
patience is like the one rivet thait binds all of the machinery together., The
Iord wants steyingmwer that will kesp on until 1ife's last breath,

fmong the meny besutifnl pictures in the seriplure gallery, there are some sad
ones. There are portraits of mep and women who started well in the service of
the Iord, but they fell before some obstacle. Becanse they turned back, ithey had
to be labeled quitters. And vho admires a guitter?

imong the quitlers was Demes, a friend and companion of Paul. For a while he

went along te help Paul carry the message of Jesues Christ the Saviour. Then, for
Demas, the glamor wore off. It was pretly tough, this being looked upon with
suspicion or dlsdain or hatred by the people in practically every city they
vigited. DBesides there wasn' much in it of a meterial natire. So Demas guit
the race, and Paul wrote, "Demas hath forsaken me, having leved this present
world." - :

By contrast take the csse of Martin Imther. He had covnted the cost of going
on--yes, going all the way, with Christ. Whern he was ordered to appesr before
the suthorities of the church at Worms and to explaein why hé had made such
charges ageinst his superlors, some of his gdvisers urged him not to go. They
feared for hisg 1life, To thig he replied: "o Horms I must go, And were there
as meny devils there as tiles on the roofs, yeot would I enter inte thet city.™
There was iron in his blood; morally spesking. He was ready to take in stride
the obstacles In the course of 1ife which lay before him.

Remembering thst you are pert of a glorious company,

If T may vse the language heard in athletic cirecles, you are playing on a great
team ! Isn't that whet the awthor had in mind when he sald, "Wherefore, seeing
we alsc are compassed shoub with so great a cloud of witnesses?" You might

think that these witneszes are simply spectators, but you are mistaken. In the
English the word "Witness® hss two meanings--s spectator and one who gives his
evidence, In the Greek the word "witness! means confessor——a witness who has
boree testimony to the power of faith in his own 1ife. This vast cloud of wit-
nesses are the peeple who, in every age and in every land, heve run their raee
with faithful devetion and whose inspiring swample is left tc us to spur us on.
Those consecrated minds which have given thelr best thought to the werk of
Christ, those ploneers who have blagzed new trails of Christian service, lhose
teachers whe have lighted the way of Imowledge through the centuries, and those
martyrs who have given their bleod that the Christian faith might not perish from
the earth, and the Christ whom they served sre challenging us %o carry the torch
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of godly living and helpful Christian service vhich they heve passed on. Ged
forbid that we should f2i1l %o do so. 0od grant thalt we may be aroused to aeti-
vity, to exertion, to progression, and to perseverance by the example of those
who have already triuwmphed through Chrlst.

Remenber The Here Whe Has Cone Ahead of Youm,

YLet us run the race that ig set before us, looking unto Jesus the author and finigher
of eur faith; whe for the juy that was set before Iim endured the cross, despising
the shame, and ig set down &t the right hand of the throne of God."™ Jesus Christ

is the object of supreme interest, the answer to the deepest needs of owr souls, and
the dearest object of human love., We look to Him by trusting Him ss our Saviour,
copying Him as our patiern, and lesninz umpon Him for cur strength.

Let me teke you to a packed foobball stadium in Southern Califormis. The Unlversity
of Ssuthern Galifornia is asbout to play its most imperiant game of the season. It's
a few years back, and on the team is an All-American by the name of Ed Gmith., Only

a few days ago tbe motbher of this star plaver passed awsy. She had fellewed her
son's football carser with interest and affecticnate delight. She was %o bave
occupied a box at this afterroon's gsme. Tntil game time it was not known by the
erowd whether Ed would play or not. UWhen the team trotted on the field, there he was.

Juet a few moments before the epening whistle Bl walked over to the box whers his
mother would have sat. It was draped in black and on her seat there rested a large
pleture of her. The big player, helmel doffed, stood before it a moment and then,
as he turned to leave, he smaid, "Mother, I playing this game for you." WUith that,
he wzg off to add another brilliant performance to his record.

Iet that seene fade guickly awsy and ancther itake its place, Not before a flag-
draped photogresph de we stand teday, vou and Iy bat before a bleod-stained eross
where hangs the Iord of glory, our sin-bearing Savicur. He's waiting te hesr the
good word from our lips. Shall we not say, "Lerd, I'm taking this game of life,
which somehow is more than a game, and—I'm plsying it for YOU.V



