DO¥'YT LET DIFFICULTIES SCARE YOU
"But we see ﬁeaﬁﬂiﬂ %ﬁe&r&wg 219,

Thia i& an appropriate subjec¢t om which ﬁﬁ speak in a chureh aeFV1c@.:;w~a
When we come to the Lord's house we should be able to get our minds
refreshed and our hearts strengthened in wa?g that willhely us to ceﬁﬂ‘
with tﬁﬂ dmffiault;es in our lives. . . ¥

-aiffmewity ig one of the xa@ﬂaapa&la f&aﬁs sf bmman existence. ?&t,,,
most people tey not o show cutwardly vhat goes on imwardly. For the
most part we areé reticent about letting trouble show on our fates; or
‘about revealing how we suffer inwardiy. BDut we know full well that g@
often there are difficulties; heartaches and troubles amder the calm
@atwaré ayg@araﬂc@ of  the human being.

Th&?ﬁ'iﬁ 1o more persistent fact of human life than {he existence of
diffioulty., There are difficulties in the lives of people gveryvwhere.
Perhaps there are as many varieties of difficulty ag thers are pooples
Every day of your Life; if you will keep yvour eysg open, you will see
human dramsz going on around you; which stems from difficulties. This
world is filled with people who have difficulties and troubles. You are
not going to be immune Lo diffienlty. Everybody is subject to difficulty.
If you have not had diffieuities up te ﬁaw, you may rest assured that you
wili hava the&.

Samatimas wﬁeﬁ.&ifﬁiﬁﬁitias come inte our lives we become frightened.

In our {right we immediztely conclude that everything has gone te
pieces, It is not at all surpriging that we want to kpow what to do
gbout our difficulties. This is a universal problem. We should thank
pur God that there is 2 solution to the problem of what to do with our

- difficultiess The best place to which we can go to find the solution

to this problem is to the house of the Lord where His Woyd is proclaimed.
It is the genius and glory of Cheistianity that it enables us to overcomg
difficulties and troubles.

Btorus are a pard of life. Therefore, we must learn to weather Lhem.
There is s lot ef satisfaction in weathering stormss. God Jdoes awt want
a8 to be weak mes and women. Rather, He wants us te be strong: In
order for us to become strong we must struggle with diffisnlties.
Btruggling with difficualties makes us strong and victorious. Strong
Christians ageept difficulties and problems as a challenge, and find
gr&atrjﬁy:ia overcoming their difficulties and selviang itheir probleus.

Tkﬁlﬁraahi@ with 50 many people is that when they encounter diffieculties
they get bogged down in them. That is a real dangetr to all of us. We
faturally resent the pain of difficulty; yet oftentimes, iagtsad of
buckling down and solving the difficulty, we just brood over it and
continue to laverate ourselves with it, not willing to let it go and be
done with its After one has done all that he can about a problem, if
it i$ still unsclved, he just has to walk away from it.

In talking to you about how to handle difficuities, I want to remind you
that a ﬁsziauxty can break you or it can make you., It all depends on
how you take hold of it and what you do with it. Jamos Russell Lowell
stated it well when he said, "Mighaps are like kaives; that gither serve



us or cutl usy, as we grasp them by the blade or the handle.? Take hold

of a knife by the blade and it will cui you; grasp it by the handle and
you can use it to your advantage. The same thing is true with g diffi-
culty. There is arn old Russien prav&r% to thig effect: "lThe hammer :
shatters glass but forges steel.? If you are brittle; the difficulties
of life, ac¢ting as hammers, will shatter you. But if you have good -
malleable stuff in you, the difficulties of life, acting zs hammers,

will forge it and increase your aﬁr@ngth and influence. One purpose -
which God has in seeing to it that we have 4ifficulties ds that we may =
ba made stroonger than we would have been without them. o

When God has a wonderful possibility For you; He ﬁa&a&*t=juﬁﬁ.hgﬁé'iﬁ'$§
yon, becasse that would make you soft and weak. He burles that possis
bility in the center of a big difficulty, and then He hands you the -
difficalty. Fnowing this, you can thaunk God for the difficulty that

He has given you because you know that e has buried within it a glerious

possibility. Surround the difficulty with prayer; faith and dedication
and you will finﬁ.tﬁm paﬁantlai good that dis hurﬁaé within the ﬁiffxeulty‘

Sometines ﬁiffxcaiti&& conB u$ﬁﬂ us for. h@&i?hﬁml and v%mﬁﬁxgl BUrposcss
I am confident Lhat IFf you would review your life systematically and
try te see it gbjectively, you would find that some of the greatest -
things Lhat have ever happened to you have beem your difficulties, for
these have made you stronger and wiser; aad have giva& gore purpese and:
direction to your 1life. And sometines - har% ﬁx?efiéﬁaa 1&@?&3 you in
an 1%§?@?@& sondition and situnation. : : G .

It payvs to %e honest with rourself and consider whother or u@t ya& avre
the resl canse of youp éi??ieuiﬁyw Hine times out of ten you will fiand
that you are. DBe honest and see what it is that you do that ssuses the
*éif?iﬁﬁliy ar prevents. a solubtilon of 1t. Then take hold of it and haﬁdi&
it. If you have done something to bring difficuities on yourself, donit
(aiam& anybody else. Don't bhecone resentful and bitter because of some
unpleasant experience which you have brought upon yourself by your ocwn
folly. Don't chew & bitter pill, for chewing it will mske it more -
bitter still. Swallew the bitter pill, forget it, and turn your &%%@ﬁtﬁﬁﬁ -
to ﬁﬁ@ ﬁp?@?ﬁuﬁﬁti@ﬂ which are yours.

?h& Wﬂ?Eu hae many people whe go through ilf@ defeating themselves a%
every turn by telling themselves that they can' do this, or they ﬁaﬂ’t
do that., Some of them will even ge so far as to tell you that they de
not have what it %akes. If one goes asround telling himsel? that he
cannot handle hig diffieulties; he will soon discover that he will anot
be able to handle them. There ars people who have the mdacity to tell
you thet you will not be sble to meke much of anything out of y@nrgiifa.
&nyb@&y who does anylhing counstructive and woprthwhile will receive dis-
courggiog remarkss When Thomas A, Edison was 2 bey his teachers told him
he was too stupid te learn. Carnso¥s musiec teacher teold him, "You can't
sing. You have nio voice at 311.¥ The director of the. mmpermai Spera
An Vienng assured Madame Behumann-Heink that she would never be a singer
and advised her to buy a sewing machine., Balzac was advised to choose
any p&ﬁf@&%ﬁ@u gther than writing, ss he certainly never would succeed

at that. Dom'l be disheartened by any megative, critical, s&lfwatyled-
authority who kaows little or nothing about what he or she is taikxng.

@%@?@ isntt anyone w&a doss m@t hav& within binself tremendous ?@ﬁﬁi@&iﬁv
tles provided he cenfoims Lo the will of CGod for his life. Regardless
af h@w young &8 how old you are, never let youp diffieultiss scare you



..(.gw.
or defeat yous If you have AUESPOUS éiffiauiti@m, you may bé sure. that
“the lLord loves you. He knows that you have what it takes to fathom -
your difficulties and your problems and to come up w&tthright and -
shining good. True Christians can have great joy im overcoming diffi-
“culties and solving probless. 8o, take your difficulty, whatever it
may beé, and open it up and find the glordous thing that God has placed
in the center of it for your greater life. Ask His help im finding 5
thes selution to your prahiam. He wiii guiﬁ@ you to the g@uﬁ which lies . -
ba?x@é theredn. ' o - _  SR

There isntt any%hxﬁg‘@aay avout the ﬁhrlﬁtlan iife: But,; by the same -
token, no chkild of God neede io be discouraged or defeated by difficultys
Faith in God and dependence on Him wiil esmable the gemine Christian to
meet valiantly whalever comes; Lo encounter it gaiiant&y, and to overcomne '
it victordicusly. The big guestion is wot what is going to happen to y@u;ﬂ:
but what are you going to do zbout what does hapgen to yous For every .
problem in this world there is a solutiom. It is the task of each of =
us o fiad the right solution Lo our problems. If we will exercise aj;,z?
real faith in God; Ffill our minde with the ptrengihbening words of the
Holy 3ﬁrzpﬁurea, asct upon them, live with them, and be governed by thamg
there is not. & diffienlty that cannot be handled guccesafullyy Christ
said, "lu the world ye shall have tribulation: but be of good ahaa?; 1
,hava overcome the worid" {Jchn 16333}% SRR o

Wh&u we face ﬁi?fmeultias, there is a t@ﬂﬁ&nﬁy to cousider @varyﬁhing v
as beiag dark o# black; But behind every cloud there is a silver lining.
Those of us who have traveled much by air know that when the plame gets
high ensugh there is sunlight behind and sbove the ¢louds.: When you get

a mile or so high,; you are then in an srea of padiant glory. ¥When a
difficulty comes alongy the thing to do is to look inteo it Ffor the bright
sidé, Sometimes s bad set-back or some troublie is the best thing that -
ever kappaﬁaa to you because it slops yoa from doing one thing and g@tﬁ
you to deing another which is more lmportant o more needful, Frequently
the lord will shut a door through which you had wanted and exp&ctaé to
pass, and this distresses you gr&atly, but after a while you learn to =
thauk the L@r& that He shut ome door in order Lo open a better door for :
‘yau. There is always some good in every difficulity., dreat people are.
th&s& wha cai take a problem and ﬂk&ke it and get thé good sut of 1@.

Let us pragerfully snd gbediently use Lhe minds thatSod haa gmva& aa,=
and thereby sutBuart ovy difficulidies. There is always a strategy by'
cwhieh a dﬁf:&c&iﬁy ¢an be handled.:  When azf?xeuity comesy a child of
God should not just get discouraged and give way under ity bul pray and
think and develop a strategy for overcoming it. The tw¥ouble with many
of us is that we will not yield gur lives to She Losd, and iet Him .
‘eontrol and direct thﬁﬁj We let ourselives be pushed around by cx#@u%»
‘stances and events.: Children of Ged do not have to be pushed around.

by elreaustancesy; but with the heélp of the Lord they can and should ,
overcome them.  Whea we have bthe Holy Spirit in gur hearts and a c@nmj -
‘goiousness of the ﬁ?ﬁ@&ﬁc@ of Lhe Lord wilh na,; we ocan thea believe =
that every difficalty has seme good in it. When you snoounter & diffis.
aal%yiﬂzay to yourself, W&&ﬁ e axﬁraet From this ali the kn@wwhew~1ﬁ
'eanta : o

ﬁhen eall@d npon &@ ﬁaﬁ& ﬁxffaauitx&g, it is g&aﬁ t@ renenbar that ?aul :
wrote: *In all these things we are wmorg than conguerers through him tha@ [
10Vﬁd &a” (Rﬁ%a&ﬁ §:37). Yo matﬁar what éiff&nﬁlti&s or p?@bl&mﬁ you way :




have,; you can conguer them andy not only that, but be more than a -
conguerer Lhrough Jesus Christ Whe loved you so much that He died on
the crosgs for your salvation. Look behind the difficulties into the
eternal and you will see that always the Great fGod is still there.
Because of His presence, concern, and power, you have what you need to
handle them. FPaul wrote that Cheist said: "My groece is sufficient for
thee® (II Corinthians 12:9}. Whatever happens to you, you can meeb il
ﬁri&myh&%ﬁiv bhecanse His help g suflficient. His strength will offget
and make up for your weakness: Therefore;, dent't let diffioulties soare.
you. As s matter of fact, the greater the difficulties the greater will .
be the power that you will have with whieh to meet them, We have our
diffienities; but by the grace of God we shall be egual to %hama Gred
ever %ﬁﬁ%&lﬁﬁ Him children by His ma?valﬁ&& grace. '

‘@he %ﬁiﬁ@ of the epistle to tﬁa Hebrews P&ﬁ@?&@& a gveaﬁ liahmiity in
iife, &at against it he denlared 3 sufficient Faith. He emphasiged these
words: "Dut we see Jesus? {Hebrews 2:9). He was not constructiog a :
philosophy, bub he was declaring an experience. With utmost ¢an§zd@n$&
in the Lord, and what ie would doy he simply ﬁna&rwr@te @varythlﬁg ahat
eould amm&-xﬁ tha herpic challenge of the text: YBat we see Jesus,.m
Therefore, get your faith into foocus and look wvnbe Jin, He will ﬁ&v&r
Fail vou, As ?aﬁl once said: ®L can do ali things %hr@ﬁg% Chyist wﬂ@
strengthen @th me¥ (?ﬁi&i@ﬁ&aﬂ@ 4213}« u




