ADVANCIKG TOWARD PERFECTION

"Therefore leaving the prlnciples of the doctrine of Christ, let us go on unto per-
feetion.” Hebrews 6:1

At this point in the epistle the rebuke grows intc an exhoriation to ceaée being spiritual
babes, and to go on to a ripe experience. The sxhortation, "Let us go on," is particularly
appropriste and foreible at this point, '

Dr. Alexsnder Smellie said: "There never was a finer instrument of expression than the
Greek of the New Testament. It can peck so much into & single word. This "Pherometha®
is an instance. The Anthorlzed Version renders it, "Let us go on." The Revised Version
renders it, Ylet us press on," Bishop Westeott prefers to render it, "Let us be borne
on." The truth is that it needs all three to disclose the verb's significance and
wealth. Put them together, and they speak to us of three dangerswhich beset us as we
look to the perfectlon in front. There is the danger of stopping tooc soon. There is
the danger of sinking inte dlsceuranemsnt. End there is the danger of supposing that

we are left alone."

There is a very significent difference between the King James version, "Let us go on
~unto perfection,” eand the more litersl tramsismtion, "Let us be borne oan unto perfection,®
The one leaves us to our owm efforts; the other intreduces the friendly eooperative
wight of the eterpal God. One legves us faint in endesvor; the other inspires us with
ali-pufficient rescurces. The one emphasizes works; the other emphasizes grace,

1. Let us "go on" to more knowledge. Christian knowledge lies a2t the foundaticn of
Christian character. "Desire the sincere milk of the word, that ye may grow thereby.”

2. Let us "go on" to richer experiences, Know and ybu will feel. Feel and you will
pray. Every dey should be made to bring us richer experiences of every Chrlstlan
delight.

3. Let us "go on" to higher attairments. Pray znd you will aspire. First principles
are Iimportant, but there are things still higher and nobler to attain - personal
intimacy with Christ, the indwelling of the Holy Ghost, power in prayer, growing
sensitivensss to sin, Into the mysiery of things like these the Christian should
be stirred with 2 noble discontent to enter.

4. Let us Y"go on" to a larger usefulness. Know and you will feel, Feel and you will
pray. Pray and you will aspire. Aspire and you will work. Iet us work for God
ag never before,

Cur religious life too frequently dwells in the former, and it is lacking in serenity
and inspiratioch. Our religion becomes an extra plece of baggage which we have to
carry instead of being an extrs power to make our burden light. It welghts us with
_impedinents instead of erndowing uvs with wings.

The Hebrew Christians were not advancing. They were still in the rudiments and seemed
content to remain there., The writer constrains them not to be content with & rudi-
mentary Christian experience consisting simply of repentance and elementary faith., It
is their meral dubty to grow up. They must leave the rudiments, mot in oblivion, bub
in progress, just as a bullding Jeaves the level of its foundation, He himself is
going on to develop the higher teaching and wants to carry his readers aiong with hinm.
It is as if he should say to them, if you want anyone to instruct you over agein In
rudimentary Christianity I am not the men. I propose to carry you forwsrd to a higher
course of learning., Come, let us advance, you and I tobether. We will enter into a
lerger appreciation of what Christ means te us. That is what we all need to do and
that is what our text challenges us to do.
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We have two things here alluded to —— progress and attainment. The progress is a walk,
a journey, a contest. The atteinment is a complete state of Christian character. This
is to be our ideal at which we are to aim. The higher elements of Christian virtus are
to be assiducusly cultivated. We know that these are not natural to the humsn mind.
Complete control over the evil desires of the hesrt, restrained temper, holiness of life,
perfect love to man and God, are not easy to be aequired.

God never gives an exhortstion without there is sone specizl need for it. Every command
" points to some sacred end o be rezched, and every divine warning has a solemn purpcose
to answer. The necessity for the exhortation of our test is clesrly set forth in the
latter pert of chapter five. The Hebrew Christians had not made the progress in the
spiritual life which it was to be expected that they should have made. They had been
very anxious to secure their safety imChrist, but they had not been so zeslous to con-
forn themselves to the likensss of Christ. '

We need to T emember two things —— that Christisn life must have a beginning, and that
the beginning is not thé end., The rudimentary principles of our calling, as set forth
in the first two verses of this chapter are five-fold -- repentsnce vhich rencunces,
faith which embraces, resurrection which assures us that this 1life is not all, eternal
judgment which assures us that this 1ife determines all, and the doctrine of baptism
and the leying on of hands. But the beginning is not the end. We must advsnce from
these principles. They are but the alphabet which will ensble us to form words, the
reilwey which will make possible the journey, the blossem which mey mature into fruit.

The acorn does not become an oak in & day. The ripened scholar was not made such by &
single lesson. The well-trained soldier was nct a raw recruit yesterday. It is not
one touch of the ertist!s pencil that produces & finished painting. There are always
months between seedtime end harvest.

When a men becomes a Christian, that is only the beginning of things, just the initial
step. We have s long way to travel before Christ's work is perfected in us. But
having accepted Christ by faith, we sre in the way of becoming better men and womeén
all the time as we follow Him, We are growing in faith, in thought, and in experience.
We heve not been giving room for ouwr souls te gow as we ovght. It is so easy to
decieve ourselves in the matter of soul growth, We may think that we are going on when

in reality we are only going round.

The noblest thing about man is his determination to develop the soul. Most of us are
living below the level of our possibilities and very few of us are preaching to the
height that we might attain, There are alueys higher pesks to climb, We only becoume
better as we mske the habitusl effort to harness our wills to the will of God. That
is the end for which we were made. No life can flower to maturity unless it is freely
given to the control of the will of God.



