BUILIDING THE IORD'S HOUSE
Hagesi 1

Nearly seventy years of the Babylonian ceptiviity had psssed swsy. The Babvlonian Empire
hed fellen, and Cyrus, the founder of the Persian Feoirs, hsd given the Jews permission
to return to their land. Some Fifty thousard of them, plus the women, children and
servante, returned from cantivity to a devastated land; a desolate eity ard 2 ftemple in
ruins. They returned for the pwrpose of rebuilding the temple of Jehovab whieh had been
destroyed by the Babylorisns and restoring the vorship of God in the city of Jsrusalen,

Thiz challenging task was a work which Cyrus himself had enjoined and uwpon which the hearts
of the peonle were fixed., It was not, however, to be accomplished at once; and, sg the
vorship of God was a matber of grest snd Immedisie concern, they set uwp an altar on ite
old site on vhich o offer sacrifices 1ill such time as the temple should be built.

It was not long after their return uvntil the foundation of the Iord's house was laid,

The Sameritans promptly sgked fer the privilege of sasisting them in the rebuilding of

the temple. Because they refused te aceept their cooperstion in the enterprise, the Samaritans
became the deterwmined opoonents of the Jews and get themselves to the werk of obstruction.
After frightening the Jews, the Ssmeritens hirsd comssllors to frusirste their design,

go thet the work on the Iord's house abt Jeruwsslem was suspendsd until the second yesr of

the reign of King Derius of Persia.

Pinding the task more difficuli than they antieipated, the glow of spiritesl idess and
ideels gave way to the cold reality of things. Unwilling to endure hardness, they were
ensily dlscouraged beecause of the roughness ef the wey. After they relinguished the work

of rebuilding the temple aliogether, the Jews zimply began io provide for thelr necessities
and to build their own houses. Thinking of themselves, they songht their own personal
profit. Their attention wes turned to the buildips and ornsmwenting of heuses for themselves.
They were more concerned For themselves than for the ceuse of Ged. They worked for their
owr private interests. The ordinary cccupations of 1ife hzad Tar more attractien for

them than the dutles of relizion. They much vreferred the msterlsl to the spiritual,

When these Jews First returned, the city was one of robble and ruin, but now row upon Tow
of new houses could be seen, Bubt, on the hill where the temple had stood thers eould be
gesn only the foundstion of & new struvetwre. During the fifteen years after the foundatien
had been laid, while the peowls were consulting thelr own interesie and taking ecare of
themselves, the building of the temple was neglected. It sgeemed that they were very well
contented for the house of the Iord to 1lie in ruins. Thourh they founé plenty of time

and mesns for building and adorning their own houses in a costly menner, the Iord's

kouse wag left to lie in waste. Ars they the only people whe hsve ever acted after this
fashion? Have any of us been egvelly slaeck in doing the Iord's work? I% was with them

az it is with us; they were not poor in means, bubt in spirit.

What was it that prompted them to ztop short of the verformemce of their duty? It was
gelfishness apd preswmotion., They were actuated by selfishmess., Virtually they said,
e must ewlitivete eor lsnd first; we must attend te our own business first; ve must
build houses for ourselves first; and after all of that iz completed we will rebuild the
temple." They thought that the erection of the lord's house could wait., Hard though the
times were, the fact remeined that they had built for themselves dursble dwellings and
had enriched them with costly adormments., Surely, if they could de a1l of this for
themselves, they might heve done something by way of proceeding with the erection of the
house of the Lord. Clesrly they had not lacked the ability so much ss they did the dis-
pegition to do their duby, .
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Most people think far too much of themselves znd sbout themselves. They are so seifish
end so self-centered that they mske of themselves; as it were, 1litile suns and would fain
have the world turn sround theiy petiy orbits. They vowder over themselwes, thelr own
imaginary grestness, thelr own pleasures, their own interests, till such selfish thoughts
become a scourge of small cords driving them to despsir, They think much of themselves,
but their thoughts are wromg. BSelf-love always hivders any effort to build the house of
the Iord. It is eertainly fatal to all spiritusl intereste,

As to the presumption of those Jows who were se vemiss in building the Iord's house, verse
two reminds us that *This people sey, The time is not come, the time that the Iord's
house should be built.” Thig statement reveals the unchengeableness of humsn nature and
character. How modern that sounds! How did they know more aboul when scmething showld
be dome than God knew? Were they the judges of times and seasons? Tow éid they dare to
suppose that circumstances czn modify or set aside oblipations? Such vresumption implied
that they knew betier than God. You will remember the occasion at Caesarea Philippi when
our lord Jesus Chrisi sald, "The Son of Man mmst suffer many things snd be rejected of
the elders and chief priests end seribes, and be slain, and be raised the third day."
Peter immediately began to rebuke Christ, saying, "Be it far from Thee, Iords: this shall
not be unto Thee.¥ The lord sald wnto Peter, "Get thee behind Me, Satan.®

How many we have kmown in the membership of the Iord's churches who were never resady to
undertake any work reguiring sascrificel! 7They will usually admit that it is needful,

that it ought to be dome, thst they really intend to do it: but, with these Jews of

old, they say, "The time is not come.” It has heen my cbeervation that these people are
not the omes who ireat their own business after the pame menner., You never hear them
say, "It is not the time to build =z good business: it is not the time to meke money: it
is not time to acquire proverty; it iz not the time to provide for old age.! Their caution
locks to one cause only, and that is the eause of Christ--God's house, Such chsracters
are common; they have handicapped the Iord's churches throusk the centuries. When God
reveals or says thal something should be done, it iz ret for Christians to respond: "The
right time has not eome.” Children of God are under orders. They are to go where and
when the Iord directs and leads; they are %o say and do what He commands. Ours is not
to reason why; ours is but to do, or die,

Those Jews never ssid they would not do what they had been told and knew they ought to

do. They merely said, "The time iz not come," or "oy and by.® But, it was only with
reference to obeying God that they adopted this poliey of dallying and delaying. They
dealt differently with their own affairs. They hed finished building their own houses,
but with reference to building the lord's house they said, "The time is not come.® Tt
was so eagy for them to srrive at the conclusion that the time for building the Iord's
house had not come, but they bad great diffieulty in perceiving that it was not the spasom
to attend to their own affsirs.

Alvways and everywhere, the negleet of the Lord's house is spiritual and commercial folly.
So long as this world stands as it is, and sin comtinues to smite, the Iord's house is

a necessity in this community. When eompleted this besuwtiful, commodicus and impressive
building will stand here as an honer to God, a tribute to those who share in its erection,
and an asset to this city and county. Since it is the Iord's house, and the one in which
the largest congregation in the counbty worships, it certainly ought to be the very best
that we can erect for Him. In all things Christ should be first and receive the best. We
ought not to treat Him ss the man did who bought his daughter a new grand piane snd gave
the old second-hand cne to his church. That night he could net sleep, for Ged was saying
to him, "So you pul the best in your home and send the cast-off to my house!"

Returning to our seripture story, we note that, as is ever the case, God haed His man to
deliver His message to His people at the zpprepriste time. His name was Haggal, and he

seems to have been raised up for the express purpose of challengi the people to build
the Iord's house. Unless they built it, they would never enjo?gégg divine favor.
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Baggai's message contained & sirong rebuke, He wes sz geathing as any of the provhetie
company, dismissing men's fesble excuses for thelir meglect of the task of temple-building
by telling them thet they had been busy and lavizh encuch in the bullding of their own
howses, His proclamstion of CGoé's Word alse had the other aspects of encowragement snd
promise, and these elements predominsted over those of rebuke srd warndng. Fe sought to
convinee the pecvle thal this enterprise of temple-building wes in the line of God's purposes
and therefore & verture in which His interest was strongly engaged on thelr behalf, and

as a result of which they would expsrience His richest blessings., With sll the esrnestness
of hig soul, Feggel challenged the peovle and called upon them to build the Isrd's house.

- That wae what God wanled them to do with their time, enersy and inecome, He wanted them

to build Hig house and glorify Mz nsnme,

In chellenging the pecple Hagpai said, "Now thersfore thus saith the Iord of hosts; Consider
Your ways.? "Set your hesrt uvven your ways'--your theughts, your motives, your purposes,
your words and your acticns. Thoughtlessness is the seurce of so much evil., People

do not always intend to do wrong, but they alleow their winds te wander inte other courses,
and they become prececupied with other matters.

Admitting the severity of the times, Maggai pointed out %o the peevle that the way in

‘which te have improved these would heve been by their discharping faithfully their duty

to Ged. In very vivid langusge he dsscribed the depressed stste of things then prevailing,
but his contention wes thet God had visited them with such adverse experiences in retribution.
They had forgotten God's claims and had selfishly csred for their own perscnal irterests,
Enoving their heerts and observing their ways, God had wilhbeld from them the dews of

hezven and had caused dreught to preveil, thst by their loss and fsilure they might be

led to reflection and te a treer snd a more devoled 1ife,

Their efforte to improve thelr secular condition hed been unsuccessful. The ground produced
very little, VUhy was this? I was not becanse they did not work. Tt was noet because

the seed was bad or the soll was poor. The resson was that they had neglseted the great

Guty which God had laid upon them. Hecause they hed neglected %o build the Iord's house,

the curse of hesven rested ss o wildew upon all their operstioms. If they had faithfully

and obediently dischsrged their duty, as God hed directed them, prosperity would have attended
all their efforts. FPut God would not glve them any respite as lomg as His house remained

in ruing. o

Hageal vividly portrayed the story of those years in a series of contrasts. He said,

"Ie have sown much, and bring in Jittle." There had been an extensive sowing each year,
but the harvesis had never been commensurate with the sewing. They sowed much, but they
hed reaped 1ittle, "Ye eat, but ye have not emcugh." There had been food but not enough
and such as to satisfy their hunger. "Ye drink, but ye are not filled with drink.”

There had been water, but their thirst had never besn guenched fully. They knew what

1% was to be bubgry end thirsty. "Ye clothe you, tut there is none warm.® There had been
raiment, but all of them had known the chilling experience of imadequaste clothing. They
knew what it was to be cold. "He that sarneth wages earneth wages to put it into a bag
with holes."™ There had been momey but not enough %o make both ends meet. The cost of
living had become much higher. Food and clothing had reached exorbitent prices. Honey
hed lost its purchasing power. Due to the high cost of the necessities, hard-earned wages
were parted with at onee, just as if they had been put in bapgs with heles. No one had
been able to accumulate any capital, Nothing had bteen put eside for a raimy day. This
living according to & false princivle had worked out disastrously. Ged was punishing
them. It was impossible for them to separate scwing from reaping, and the same is true

of us. Their urdertakings failed, their health suffered, and misfortune dogged their steps.
Their earnings went into bags with holes, and the leakage wes due to the fact that they
vere not faithful in obedienece to the commandments of the Iord God.
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An explanatien of the cause of their depressionm is not lacking, They forget God. Teo

say the least, they mede His cause secondary. They postponed the building of the Iord's
house, se that they might have time 2nd momey for their own secular affesirs, They

thought that poverty could be averted by failing o build the temple, but their disobedience
brought poverty upor them. God simply would not permit His veople to meke His house
secondery to thelir housss. In this respect, as in 211 others, CGod has not changed since
Hegoeiis day. His homor ané glory are still metbters of great concern and impoertance to
Him.

God said to those discbedient Jews, *Te looked for much, and, lo, it came to little,”
Naturally, they looked for much beecause they had sown much. Having sown extensively, it

is not surprising thet they locked for large harvests, But their crops hed not been in
proportion to their sowing. Bven the Iittle that they did resp disappeared immedistely.

"hnd vhen ye brought it home, I did blow wpomr it." What they pot, little as it was, withered
in & disappointing arnd a deepening distress, Why? God answers this cuestion, "Because

of mine house that is weste, and ye rum every man unto hiz owr house.® In other words,

they put selfish interests first. Trying times come becsuse God's vecple let His house

go to waste, fail te attend its services, look to His honor and proclaim His message.

Through Eis prophet Cod told His people to "Go up to the mountain, and bring wood, and
build the house; and I will take plessurs in it, and I will be glewified, saith the Lord,®
He 1ot them kuow thet, If they would get om with the job and pive the building of Fis
house the prierity to which it was eptitled, they would be the recinients of Fis blessings,
If they would tuild the ILord's house, their seed would Then be erergized by the God of
hervests. God ezlled upon them to take the strength which they hed received from Him

and use it in building Ms house. He reminded them that, in the days when the lord's
bouse wes first built, the people were willing, they brought their gifts, they geve their
Labor, and Cod geve them strength. The same God Who wes with the people im the days of
Solomon would be with them. The Cod Who wrought then is the God Who will work nov.

Can't you imagine Haggei fasterimg his eyes on some who had been saying they would never
see again anything es grand ané beautiful as the Iord's house was in the days of their
childhood. "is though,® said he, "that had marksd the limit of Cod's resourcefulness,

or uged up the best and lagt of His ideas.® God never becomes jeded or spemt. "The glory
of this latter house shall be greater than thet of the former.™ Somebody asked Turner,

the artist, "hich ie your finest ploture?™ "My next ons,” was his reply. God is like
that. He is never exhausted or overtaken by any. Joseph Parker gald, "The great prssching
iz still to come.¥ The grestest things are yet to be accomplished.



