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2, Sopisl tresshery andé deeeit  {(1:13)

The goelal condition of the times wae sheraclterined by treachery and
decgeit., DSelfishnegsgiwe-

(1)} Praestically lgnored the righisz of man 28 men.
{2) Assiduously worked to turn men %o its own use,
{2) Greatly adored self on sceount ¢f its sueccess.

%o Businesgs

The business condltions were marked by

4, Drunkenmesns and ligentiouvened 2: 51




II.

Fersonal conditicns were drunken and lieentious. Drupkenness is one of
th most loathsome, irrationsl, and vernieious forms whieh sueh sonditio
gan assume, Drunkenness puls one sbsolutely in the hands of Satan, to
o whatzoever he willge—--ow -1te, gwear, rob, murder, and luxuriste in
moral mud. This sin is ii@ gurge of Lmeries today. It fillsi-w

{1) Our werk-houses wiih paupers
(2) Dur hospitals with patients
{3} Our jails with prisoners

(4) Dur mad-houses with lunaties
(8} Cur cemeteries with graves.

Fine deeeives in its nalure--it promises pleasure which it eanmot give.
Wine deeeives in iits effectas--that it strengthens the system is 5 de-
eception: it contsins no neurishment for the body. That it enriches the
natisnal revenue is =2 decepition. As an individueal eannot drink himself
prosperous, even so a nation sannot drink itself prosperous. Drunken-
nesg itself iz sin, and ig the eause of other sinsg. Those gliven to it
are gensunal and liceﬁtiﬁas.

5. Demestic Infelicity and infidelity {£:5)

The domestic conditions were very unbappy sund unsatisfaciory.

. Religions idolatry (2:18-19)

The religious conditions were extremely idelaztrous. HAeligion was formal
ant eceremonial btut lzeked power and vitality.

(1} They gave to the worke of their own hends the devetion that belenged
to God. Sueh works included wealth, Tame, fashion, pleasure or
power.

{2) They looked to the works of their own hands for s blessing whieh
God alone eould besiow.

They expeeted these works to give them relief mud render them happiness.
Phey were ery1mg for happincss to the otjeets which were lueapable of
yielding it. They were like devotees of Baal who eried all day long
for nelp and no help same,

Sould any condition be more terrible than thisg? Yet, we have practieall
the zame condition existing in our midst today.

An. Aetusl Cure

¥hat was the remedy for such a2 eondition?

Ag the prophet looked arcund he saw much for diseounragemeni. Ag he looked
within ke Tound no help or heops. Sut 2= he looked up he found lngpiration.
Wnat wag the bope of =z &olety so sork&d and go einf u?*

This propeket Amtorder to Find a remedy for these eonditions did not wait on
gnme legislature To sgeeure & new lawe He did not propose gome new educsitio
al sysbtem. He did not seek to promote & better sosial order, He 4id nob
propose = new philesophy. He knsw, as all of us should kngw,tka@ there was
no hope for man's redemption in zny or all of these things put togsther.

If man be redsemed from sin, e these things maybe a %lesglﬁb te him bul not
without redempition. The 0&13 remedy for the eonditions of his day, as for
the conditions siwmilar te these in anyother day, inecluding ounr own, was ang
is = revival of spiritusl religion., A4And for thi% the prophet devoutly

pra yaé, "0, God, will thou not revive ihy work? @
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That a Wevzv&l of spiritual Preligilon was the only nope for his day and for
our 4s% is attested by statesmen-asrd statistieians, by edueators and evan-
gallats, Lg patriots apd propkets, by priests snd promoters. It woenld be
easy to gzive many cuptetions from leading thinkers im all parts of the
werld and in 81} 5S58Eas and humen setivities to the effeet thal a reviwal
of spiritual religion is the supreme need of the present hour. Take twoe
Ffor exsmple’--

{1} The president of the American Banker's Assecistion said to thres-thou-
sand of the nation's leading buginess men, zesembled in Hational Confers
ence, *Gentlemen, [ do notl kunow what your ehurech religion ig, bat I advise
you to go baek to your home and give more of your time, more of your talent
and more of your money te¢ your chureh. Your stoecks and bonds and business
ant enterprises are stable 1n preoperticn as your chureh prospers.”

{2} =gk of the world's grestest p@lltlg@%, seientiste and statistieliang
pas peinted out that it is fntishedp . labor whieh makes a people great
an@ prospercus else Shins would be the greatest pation in bhe world. It
ig not seientifice sfficieney which crestes the grealest benefits for man-
kind, eige Germany would be the heppliest people on the globe.

It iz not naticnal regourees that produeey gresiness in a people, elge
Efriss would be the mightiest nation in the world. He goeg on then o poip
cut that America has aghleved its meagure of greatness not by nationsl re-
sources nor by sslentifie genius, noer dy eheap labors, but through spiritus
idenls.

We need only to makeRhurried survey of bistory vo disdover the faet that no
other foree in the world exeept Mpiritual religion ezn ssve s people or the
sivilization. Tets go on a little journey up the stream of human kistory
te see whether or not this ig true.

Our United States of fmerics iz still z young nation~-leszs than 160 years
a¢ld, just in early adolesegnes.

dourneying baek up the stream of human history frem.&mﬁfle& Toward its sour
wegoeomerTirst of all toe the European eivilization, The Hureopean eivilizatiy

began more than two-thousand yesrs ags. Were wéﬁtravel out from Parisg intq
the war-torn sestion of that besutiful lend we would diseover that iigivil-
lages st1i11 lie desolate, its business institutions are destroyed, its in~
dugtries are brokewn and the pesople digeoursged. We would finéd thst other
Eoropean nstions are likewise in great distress finasneially, sogizlly,
poelitiezlly, and espeeially religiously. 4nd yeb, Zorope had the Tinest
gsecilentific efficieney the world ever =zaw. DBul selence without God praﬁuaedﬁ
& VWerld War of destruetion.

Journeying baek again up the stream of human history we come to the Homan
or Greelan elvilization. We travel with the dpestle Paunl along the ﬁpplan
way into the imperial city upon seven hills. ¥Fe see the ruins of Carsecala':
bathss and we look upon the Colosseunm in iis ééﬁtly appearanse. weée poll
further inte the eity and stanéd in the midst of the Forum. Cn thlw,tﬁjé%
the mightest eloguence of all times poured forth its streamg of infldence,
movedy the people to pesce of to war st the will of the owator. BEubk now it
ie & %roken, blazted set of rulns--the rendeszvous ¢f bats and owlie. 411 of
thig, not withstanding the faet, Homan Jurisprudenee ig the toundsiion for
the jurisprudence of all eivilized nations. Eul mere law could not save
the people.

b still Turther boek and standdes upon the Aercpolis in Athens., There
s the chief arehifeetursl triumphe of all the senturies in the Parthenorn.
a7t and philesephy flourished here. And yet, a1 the present moment the
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Aerepeiis with its magnificent columiis stends s wreek. Art and philesophy
did not save this c;vmll atlon.

Traveling still farther up-the stresm of human history we eomg
gyrian eivilizstion, and vigit the little citly Baalbek, just =&
arch Mountaing rrom Belrut. Ve stand in the wmidgt of the tamylm Whl@ﬁ
represented the greatest religion of the day. This temple te the sun god,
Basl, or the Homan Jupifer measured one thousand teet in length and geven~
hum&yed and fifty feet in width., ¥We stand among its ruing and observe

that its foundation is forty feet above the esrth. On this foundation
stands six eolumns, fhe greatest in the world. TYhey sre each saveﬁté-feet
high and zeven and one half feet 1n dispeter. Ehey are erowned witbhpaporesne
of feurteen feet of solid marble earved by the greatest genius of the day.

Phig temple is so megnificent that the grestest church bullding® of imerien
epould e nid in one earner of it. In the foundation supporiing thegeolumns
are two of the largest moneliths in the world. Yhey are eaeh sixty-four
feet long, fourtesn feel wide and Twelve feet thick, weighing fifteen
thousand tons. Ingineerg of today are yet in doubt as to how the people

of the past mansged teo get these m@ﬁ@llthm,&m st af stOﬁﬁg rom the guarry
inte tkis fauﬂaatiem, And yet, in spite of sll this the Assyrian ﬂzvllzza-
tion ig gone. An ornate ferm&fellglon dic not save them,

%e travel still farther Lack the sireasw ef bhuwan bistery and some io Hﬁgpt.
It is hsre where the biudy of language vegsn, where t%eﬁ&umxuu WEre o@rn)
where eivilization originsted. We go on a journey out to the pjf&mida.
Standing upcn the gorner of one of the pyramids which was the ehief glory
of this pest ei¥ilirzation we seésthe gswirling sands of the desert easught

up by the wim%génﬁ in the midst of them ithe poorest, most iguoranit, most
guperstitioushin the world. The imperizl powersof the FPharoahs did nol sav
this elvilirsetion.

Yhat does 281l of thisg teassh us? It teszekhes vs thet:-w

1. Selentifie genius has not saved the Burcpesrn civilization.

Z. Juriqpruﬁenge gould not save the Homan eivilization,

S+ Art and philosophy eould not save the Grecian eivilization.

4. Mere orpate religloWsform and ceremony ecould net save the Lssyrian eivil
vatlion.

&. Tmperislism could not save the EZgyptian ecivilization.

Keither sould any of these, mor all of them put together save our eivilizes
tion. Thege civilizationsg of the past are "ene, n&t beeaused they lacked
any of these things in whieh men glory in this rld, but because they
lacked the one essential thing, namely, qwlflzua%_wellélen and unless we
are able to mainbsin spiritual religiorn in our own eivilivzation &t will
follow in the same ecourse of all the past.

If we are to greate and maintain gpiritusl religion we must have

1. Personal religion in the family

Z. Personal Eible $tudy

3« Personal service in the interest of the Spl?ltﬂal nseds of others.
4. Perszonal Christisn living.

i1TI. An dbgolute Ceértainty




