A SHAMERWUL FAIIURE
Genezis 11:1-9

When the Flood subsided the survivors were Hoah, his three sons, and their families. In
gratitode for their wonderful deliversnce, they "oullded an sliar unte the lord™ and
gathered around it in prayer, making due aclmowledgement to Him. When they Iifted their
eyes, the how of promise wag over them.

Then, God divided the esrth among them and commanded them to "go forth and replemish it.m
In obedience to that command they journsyed toward the west. As they journeyed they came
to the olains of Shinar, or Babylonia, and settled there., Over a long veriod they multi-
plied greatly. %hy should they leave this fertile nlain and go further? They were pros-
perous and content. They reasoned something like this, "If we spresd all over the face

T the earth, we won't accomplish anything. Iet's stay here, where we can have pleasant
agsociztions and wonderful protection.®

T. A Purvose.

God ‘s purpose was thalt of scattering the people, in order that the whole earth might
be replenished. It was a case of scattering people for enlargement. It was a scatw
tering from selfish centrality to a larger realization. It was for that type of
development which was impossible if they remsined in one nlace,

God's purpose was not acceptable to the people. It was their purpose to stay itogether
so that one man, one set of men, one commitliee, or one league might be 2able to
speak for the embire human race. The purpose of their organization was to frustrate
the will of Ged. Their law of ascociztion was mechanieal centralizstion; their
spirit wag that of independence and rebeliion againgt fod's fovernment: thelir aim
was ze¢lf-interest and self-glorification: their method was autoersey and monopoly:
and their unifying bond was fear. %hat s pity that they attempted to consolidate
against the decree of Codl

Ii. 4 Program.

Their orogram was that of a united effert looking to the establiskment of unity.
tind they said one to another, Go to, let us make brick, and burn them throughly.
And they had brick for stone, and slime had they for morter. 2&nd they said, Go to,
let us build us & city and a tower, whose top may reach unto heaven; and let usg make
us a name, lest we be scatiered abroad upon the face of the whole sarth.” Genesis
1133~4. 4 little knowledge had given them conceit. & small accession of power had
made them arropant. In their newly-won prosperity, they congidered themselves the
lords of the world. To them, there was little else to be conguered. They encour-
aged cne another to build a city and a tower for thelir hsbliation and protection.

Hitherto these people had been dwelling in tents, but at last their inventive genius
asserted itself. They cried, “"Iet us bulld us a city and a tower, whose top nmay
reach unto heaven.” This desire had its origin in their deliberate, determined and.
enthusiastic hostility to the divine purpose. OUne of their objects in building
the city with its grest landmark was that they should be self-conteined and self-
ufficient. They did not wsnt to be secattered. It was God's purpose that they
should disverse and possess the earth. So, they were guilty of insubordination in
resolving thus to zbide in the vale of Shinmar. They mede the tragic misteke of leav-
ing God out of their reckoning. They never mentioned Him. In provosing to build a
tower high enough to reach to heaven they were sitempting the impossible.

Since the plain of Shinsr did not afford any stones, they decided to dig clay and
make bricks for the job. They suonlemented their inventiveness with thoroughness.
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They believed in doing a thorough job. Yhen they hed manufactured the brick, they
sdapted themselves fo their circumstances @nd surroundings by making use of the
meterials which were close at hand. Instead of using mortar, they used slime or
bitumen, whieh was & kind of nitch that was plentiful in that ares. 411 gave them-

selves enthusiasiticelly to the task, .
4 Principle.

The princivle, which was underiying the purvose of wnity apd the program of unifica-
tion, was that of the glorification of men. They said, "Let us make us a name.”

That exhortation signifies that they had an inordinate desire for fame. They believed
that the building of the city and the construction of the tower would immortalize
them. They thought that they would be famed for their wisdom and energy to the

nost remote generstions. : :

They thought thet the disversion which God hed commended would deprive them of many
comforts, and would be =attended with meny inconveniences. As for the divine will,
they were not much concerned about that. 411 that they thought aboul was their oun
ease and pleasure. If obedience to God stood in competition with the gratification
of their own wishes, they did not hesitate to sacrifice duly to inclination.

It was terrible to build the tower of Babel in disobedience to God, and it was even.
worse for them to make it the symbol of self-glorification. When any system glori-
fies humanity and mekes msn everything, it is not long before it minimizes God and
mekes ¥im nothing, God did not like it vhen they sought to build in order to glorify
men., Those early city plammers said, "Let us meke us a name;"- and they did, but iv -
wss not the sort of name that anyone would csre Lo have preserved. Neme-meking is

a common and populsr business, but it never pays well in the end.

God wes highly displessed with their work and service indevendent of Him. TWhen God
ig left out of the thinking, the plamning and the working, it will be utterly worth-
less., HNobody can afford to attempt anything without God. Foolish is anybody who
tries to meke his own way in defiance of God.

Vitally concerned with the divine glory, God said, "Let us go down, end there
confound their language, that they may not undersiand one another's speech.” By
this expression, "Let us go down," Jod gave an early imtimetion of the mysterious
doctrine of the Trinity. Fe then declarss Hig determination to frustrate their
design, and to accomplish His own purposes, by confounding their language. This .
econfusion of tongues at Bebel came as a curse upon msn for trying to be indevenden
of Cod, Hote that thisg is the beginnmimg of the numercus tongues., Up to this time
everybody in the world spoke the same language.

That day there was an effectual stey of proceedings., Determined to defeat their
nlans, Cod came down and confounded their language. The place was filled with con-
fused voices. The workmen, perplexed and bewildered, "eft off to buwild.," Thus,
the most prosperous undertekings often terminste in miserable failure.

Tn spite of their unsurpassed ambition, purposeful plans end &vnemic energy, they feiled
ingloriously. But, why dld they fail?

1.

They left Ged out of their plans.,

t is impossible for snybody to succeed if God is left out of lifets vlans. Ambition,
clever vlans and humen effort are splendid sids to noble achievements, but, if
people ignore God they are doomed to miserable defeat and shemeful failure. Ii is
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folly in the highest degree teo vlan and hone for success if we leave God out of our
plans, becsuse ¥e hasg all forees at Tis command, He has set a limit to every menls
life, and He has positionized Fimself against those who dishonor Fis name,

They were actusted by selfish motives.

(1) To live for self is a sin against self, _
¥e who lives for self does not have much to live for., No soul can live the
lerger life who lives for little self. The selfish 1ife is foredoomed to de-
feat., Man ought to live for two worlds, but the selfish soul does not live
for either. A selfish soul ekes out a misersble existence, and then ls gone
znd soon forgotten. '

{2) To live for self is to sin sgainst others.
This ig even more tragic. It is not possgible for one to live withovt influence
ing others. Charles D. Meigs' prayer ought to be ours also.

"Lord, help me Yo live from day to day
Tn such a self-forgetful way *

That even when I kneel ‘o vray

My prayer shall be for COthers.

Let "Self"™ be crucified and slain
And buried desep: and 211 in vain
May efforts be to rise agein,
Unless to live for Others.

Others, lord, Yes, COthers,
Iet this my motto be,

Help me to live for Cthers,
That I may live like Thee.”

{2} To live for self is to sin against God.
Christ ssid, "If any man will come after Me, let him demy himself, and take
up his cross and follow Me. For whosoever will save his life shall lose 1%:
but whosoever shall lose his 1ife for My sake shall find it." No self-centered
seul has ever won the approval of Christ. If we would succeed, we must be will-
ing to conform to the will of Christ for us,

They defied the will of God for thelr lives.

God commanded them to seatter -abroad, to multiply and to revlenish the earth, but
they deliberately refused to do so. Hinee the morning of time, not cne soul has
ever succeeded who refused to do the will of God. The one and only way to avoid
fsilure and to insure success in life is to find and to follow the will of God. The
one pathway to happiness in life isg that of obedlence to the will snd HWord of God.

Do you love Him encugh to do FEis will



