H*THE VICTORY OF FAITH®

Genesis 22:1-19

Genesis 22 is one of the great chapters of the Bible. It may be thovght of as the climax
of the book of Genesis. It is ceritsinly the climax of the story of Abrzham's 1ife, It
brings him to the final test of his faith, and wvhen this is over, the story of Abraham draws
immediately to its close.

1ife is a succession of teste. In many lives there is some supreme test to which gll others
are gecondary and preparatory. It is so with Abrshsm, snd we are now to conzider the record
of the crowning event of his 1life,

I.

The Time., Genesis 22:1.

A

‘The testing came after the fulfilment of the promise in the chiid of Iszac and his

establishment as the helr, and afiter the expulsion of Ishmael, of whom Abrgham had been
fond, It was immediately after the experiences recordéd im chapter 21, It is frequently
the case that severe tests follow spenisl times of blessing., Our Lord's temptation
followed immediziely uron His baptism,

The Test. Genesis 22:32.

Vhat are we to understand by the words, "0od did tempt Abraham®? The word "tempt® means
ftest® or Turove.® The vword Ptest® betiter exprssses the divine intention and action.

We usuelly reserve the word "lempt' for s malicious seduction indo error or zin. A
tempter desires hig subject to fall, bul the one whe tests desires him to succeed., God

'y

test us to bring out the good. Satan tempis us to bring out the svil,
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God celled by name the individusl with vhonm He had siness. He iz just zs mueh able to
g known: to any of us.

God said, "Take now thy son, thine only son Isasac, vhom thou lovesi, and get thee fo

the lznd of Morish; and offer him there for s burnt offering.® Thus Abrsham was reminded
of the dearest possession of his 1ife and was asked to give to God his besk. Trials
that are:put upon us with no reason given at the time are the severest tests of sll.

They call for absolubte unguestioning faith, and when resvonded te in this spirit,
Invariebly lead the soul higher end nearver to God.

Morish 1g generslly considered to be the area in Jerusslem where the temple was much

later built,

It took the Lord sixty vears to prepare Abrsham for this test. The lord never puts us to
s test until we are realy for it. He never gends a btrial until He has msde preparation
for us to come through victoricus. 4s FPaul said: "There hath no temptation taken you but

such ss is commen to man: bubt God is falthful, who will not suffer you tc be tempted
above thet ye are sble; but will with the tempiation also make a way to escaps, that ye
may be able to bear it¥ (I Corinthaing 10:13). Uhat a tremendous comfort this is %o usé
If Gogd had asked Abrshem to sacrifice his son before this time, he would not have bsen
resdy for it. So God walted for over sixbty vears, while he pasged Abraham through the
fires of trisl after trial, until the patrisrch was finslly ready te gainthe victory
and to esrn the nemes, the "father of the faithful® and the "friend of God.® Iufing
a1l thogs long years it had been omdiest after another, bul each one made Abraham a bll
stronger. Each exprerience in the overrulesing vprovidence of God was preparing him for
this finagl victory. Abrsham was ready at last. On his part thefe was ne quibbling, no
repining, no arguing and no asking gquegtions. In the entire chapter there was not =
single word of discontent., In all the fulness of mature faith Abrshem believed God. He
was willing to %ake his son and %o place him upon the azltar in order that he might rlease
Him %Who called him from darkness into light.
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ITI. The Trial. Oenesis 22:3-10C,

ibrzham's response to God's commend was swift. FAbrsham rese up early in the morming.”
Abrahsm net only obeyed, but he did so withoul any hesitation. He got up early and went
out 0 do the will of God., His cbedience was unquestioning. Previously he had obeyed,
and went out when he knew not where. On this occasion he obeved and went out when he
krew not why.

I don't ¥now what Abraham said to Saregh that morning. I dom't know whether or not he
told Sarsh what he was going to do. EHe msy have told her that he wes going Yo take Issac
to the mountain and worship the lord and come back again, but I don't kunow. He did tell
Isaac that., Immediately and speedily Abraham went to the place where God had told him to
g0. Two young men sccompanied them until the aopointed place entered their range of
vigion,

On the third day Abrahem came to the end of his journey., To the young men who accompanied
him and Isasc Abraham sald, "Abide ye here with the ass; and I and the lad will go yonder
and worship, and come again to vou." It is evident that ibraham fully expected Isaac
would come back with him. These itwo young men witnessed Isaac carrying the wood on his
shoulder, but they were not permitted to see whst took place between Abraham snd Issac

at the altar. No human eye was to behold thst, This reminds us of the two thieves who
went so far with Christ but who, 1like all the spectators at Calvery, were not permitted
te behold what transpired between the Fether and s Son on the cross. The three hours

of darkness concealed from every humen eye the divine transaciion.

Lbraham took the weod for the bhurnt offering and Jaid it on the shoulder of Tsaac, The
young men did not objecti in the least, but acquiesced fully by carrying the wood on his
own shoulder. This brings before us the Peerless One Whe gladly performed the: Fatherls
pleasure, There was no alienated will in Him that needed te be brought imto subjection,
You will remesmber thet He said, "in, I come to do thy will, O Ged." His statement, "I
delight to do thy will,” revealed the perfections of His heart., Christ and the Father
were of one accord. 48 he carried the wood Isaac foreshsdowed Christ bearing His cross
as He went to the place called Calvary, where He Himself was to die. While Isasc carried
the wood, Abraham carried the fire which would kindle the wood and casuse the sacrifice
to be consumed. "They went both of them together.! Here we have perféct sgreement.

Ag Abraham and Isazc ascended the mountain the son spoke to the father saying, "Beheld,
the fire and the wood:; but where is the lamb for a burnt offering?" Abrahem replied,

"My son, God will provide himself a lamb for a burnt offering.” Thus the son's natural
question about the lamb was followed by the father's whole--hesrted snd confident reply
that God would nrovide it, These words of Abraham tell us that Ged was the One vho
should provide the lamb and they make known the fact that the lamb was for Him. God alone
could supply that vhich would satisfy Himself, HNothing of men can meel the divine require
ments, If sacrifice for sin was ever to be found, God Himself must suwonly it. The

Mamb? was not only provided by God, but was also for God. Before blessing could flow
further to men the claims of divine holiness and justice had to be met, It is blessedly
true that Christ died for sinners, bubt He first died for God, that ig, "To declare...csss.
his righteousness; that he might be just, and the jusbtifier of him which believeth in
Jesus® (Romans 3:26),

IV, The Triumph. Genesis 22:11-14,

It is possible that as thev ceme near to the place Abraham revealed to Isazac what God
had commanded, and also told him what he bimself expected as a result of thel commend.
There was no evidence that Abraham thought he was doing wrong in sascrificing his son.
Abrahem's faith triuwphed over natural affection, resson and self-will. He bowed in
abgolute submission to the will of God., In doing so he was amply rewerded for he discover
ed that God was Jehovshjireh - the Iord will provide. It is only by vassing through



trizls that we learn what God's grace, faithfulness and sufficlency sre,

The testing of Abrehan's faith was exhausgtive and conclugive, TFrom the human standpoint
Abreham might have failed in this test. It was 2 real test to him. To God it was a

demonstration.

When they reached the top of the mountain and arrived st the place where the agtusl
offering wae to be made, Abrzham ané Isasc were all alone., When the auful moment for
the transdction casme, and Abrsham 1ifted up his knife to sley his son, there was no one
to witness 1t. The scene was to sacred. Ewen go , when the Son of God was being
gacrificed at Calvary no human eys bheheld what took place from the gixth until the ninth
hour. The Father snuffed cut the lights of heaven, pulled down the shades of the sky
and separated Himself with His Son slone.

At the right moment, but not before, God interpcsed and stayed Abraham's hand., By this
action God bore wrmistaksble testimony to the error of the heathen as to human sacrifices.
From this time forward the Jews never adopted the practive of human sacrifice until they
had sunk to the level of the heathen around them., Abrsham was prepared %o give God his
best and God set His seal upon His servent's faith. The mark of the trve believer is
that he withholds nothing from God, neither his 1ife, nor anything that he has,

Abraham not only found that God prevented him from killing his sen, but that his word to
hig son, "The Lord will provide," was literally fulfilled. The ram.was there behing
Abraham all the while, but he had not noticed.it. This ram was offered up as a burnk
offering in the stead of Isazc. ' |

"Abraham called the name of the place Jehovahjireh,” thus bearing his testimony to the
reality of God's presence and provision. Jehovab is a God who alwasys prevides. For

lost sinners who had ne claim on Him He provided = Saviour. A4s Eis childrén we may except
Him to bless ws. He wants ug to depend on Him. He knows our needs and will vrovide for
cur necessities,

The Testimony. Genesis 22:15-19,

ﬁggin God spoke to Abraham and acknowledged what he had done saying, "Beeause thou hasit
done this." God clearly teught the pairiarch that He regarded the sacrifice as actually
offered, The wixﬂﬁas taken for the deed.

We can easlly picture the glad satisfaction with vhich Abrshsm returned to the young men
with Isazc his son, He had said they would come back, snd they had, snd He had proved
that God was true, and, having fulfilled Cod's will, he was filled with joy and praise.
This simple faith, taking God at His word, is alweys at the foundstion of the believer's
reace and restfulnees, Abrsham's obedience was the expression of his faith. Thus failth
alwsys works itself out in obedience. 4 child obeys a parent whom he trusts, 2 man
obeys & surgeon, lawyer, banker or superior officer according as he believes in him,

#Trust and obey,

‘For there's no other way
To be heppy in Jegus,
But to trust and obey."



