"IN THE BEGINNING GOD®

Genesis 1:1-31

Phe first book of the Bible is one of the most interesting and fascinating portiocns of
Scripture. It is essentizlly and pre-eminently a book of begimmings.

There is something peculiarly striking in the memmer in which the Holy Spirit opens this
sublime book. He imbroduces us 2t once to God, in the essentiel fulness of His Being and

the solitariness of His sebing. It iz to God that we are brought. The first four words

form the keynote of the hook. They $ell us that God is and that He slways was. They do

not say that God was from the beginming, bubt, when the beginning began, God was alresdy.

He was before the begimming. He wes zlready in existence. The very first sentence in the
divine cancn sets us in the presence of Him Who is the infinite source of all true blessedness.
There is no elsborate zrgumerd in »roof of the existence of God. Creation assumes the
existence of God, the eternity of God, the omnipotence of God, the freedom of God, the

wisdom of God and the goodness of God.

Tnis opening sentence, WIn the beginning God crezbed,® informs us that He is a persomal
Being. To fcreate" is to make somebhing oubt of nothing: to give being to that which before
was nots to bring into being without the use of pre-sxisting material. To "meke® is to
form something out of materials alresdy existing. For example, a carpenter can make a
chair cut of wood, but he is unable tc create the wood iiself.

#Tn the beginning God created the heaven and the earth.” That is all that is recorded

here cencerning the original creation. Nothing is said which enables us to fix the date

of their creation; nothing is revealed concerning their appearance or inhabitanisg nothing
is told us about the manner in which the Divine irchitect operated. The bare fact is stated,
and nothing is added to. gratify the curious. This opening sentence of the Holy Writ is noi
to be philosophized aboubt, but it is presented as a statement of tyuth to be received with
anquestioning faith. Coming fresh from the Creator, the heaven and the earth must bave
presented a scene of unequalled freshmess and besuty.

#In the beginning God crested the heaven and the earth.® Thai is perhaps the most subline
and comprehensive sentence in our language. Although the very essence of simplicity, it
stands unequalled in profound significance., It brings before us the living and omnipotent
God, the first Source and Cause of all things. By so doing, it sels aside at one sitroke
the seven great fundsmental heresies vhich have misled the minds of men.

1. Athelism.
Atheism affirms that there is no God, but this verse reveals that there is.

2. Deism. ,
Deism declares that God cannot reveal Himself, but the universe of this verse is a3

revelation of His ebernal power and Godhead.

3. Agnesticism.
Agnosticism seys that there may, or may nok, be a God, bul as degien implies a designer

8o creabion implies a Creator.

h. Msterialism.
Materizliss proclaims the eternity of matter, bub this verse says that in the beginning
God erested it. The fact that God created the heaven and the earth proves that matter
is not eternal, that it was not begun by blind force, that it did not start itself,
Tt $hat it had a definite origin and came into existence by the creative fiat of God.

5. Pantheism.
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Pantheism says that there is no God but the universe. We read here that the universe
was suxmoned into existence by His power.

4. Polytheism.
Po;ythelsm affirms that creation is the work of many gods, but that is disproved by the
mity of nature. The same sun shines everywhnere; the same laws of gravitation hold

everywhere.

7. Rationalism,
Rationalism refused to believe anything that transcends reason, hul, as man was not in
existence at the time to which this first verse in the Bible refers, the statement must
be received by faith. It is through faith we uwndersiand. and faith, while ever

wnreasoning, is never unreasonzble.

Coming now to the words themselves, we find that they answer three questions:

1. %hat was created?
The answer is "the heaven and the earth.”

2. Hho created them?
The answer is "God."

3. When were they created?
The answer is "In the begimming,® which mesns in the dateless past.

We should not expect a real answer to the guestion, How did God create? We shall not get

an answer to the question how? in relabtion to the ackiviby of God. His actividy, like

His Being and His power, are incomprehensible to us, execept in so far as He has chosen to
reveal them. Why 4id God create? "Thou art warthy, 0 Lord, to receive glery and honour

and power: for thou hast created all things, and for thy—pieasure they are and were ereated®
{Revelation h:311). Creation is for God's pleasure. This 2% once gives meaning and direction
to ocur own lives. We are created for Ged's pleasure, and we ought to live for it. It is
wonderful to remember that creation, so far as personal beings are concerned, was an ach

of love.

Whether the description in verse two, "And the earth was withou®t form, and void; and darkness
was upon the face of the deep. And the Spirit of Jod moved upon the face of the waters,™
applies to the state of the earth at the moment when God created it or was its condition

a2t some later perioed, after a longer or shorter interval had elapsed, cannolt be delermined
from the text. It is characteristic of the Bibie to pass over in gilence long periods of

time,

God did not abandon the earth which He had created. He had gracious designs toward that
formless void. In bringing sbout His purpose, "the Spirii of God moved upon the face of
the waters.? ' '

The parallel with God's creabive act of grace in the regeneration of the sinmner, which is
found througﬁsun this chapter, begins with this wverse. The natural man in his sinful fallen
state is without form. His life is purpeseless, unrelated to the aim of God in making him
and uwnrecognizable as formed in the image of God. He is also vold, that is to say empty,
without faith, without love, without hope, without God and without the highesi manhood.

His life is full of darkness. Sin is spiritual darkness. He knows nothing of the light

of life. He is blind and groping. In the 1life of the nebural man this darkness is upon

the face of the deep.
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The Spirit of God was present with the Father and the Son in the process of creation. It

is He Who works upon the simmer's heart while still in darkness and death, %o conviect him

of sin and to point him %o the Saviour. So here He moves upon the face of the waters.

He does not indwell them. He is not within the world, but He is outside it, moving over

$t. In the same way Je is not within the simmer till the moment of salvation. He is working
upon him, and the heart which is spiritually dead is no more conscious of His working than

wers the waters of primeval earth.
God's work during the six days is as follows:

1. The first day God created light. Genesis 1:3-5.
The firet movement of God's creative power towards the earth was the bringing of light

into being. The primeval light shone out instentanecusly when God®s Word was spoken.
In the spiritual creation of the individuel there is a moment when bthe soul passes from
darkness to light, from death t¢ life. '

God saw the light. MNan can see objects with the aid of light. God can see the light
itself, and not only see it bul form an estimate of it. God saw that the light was
good or that it corresponded perfectly to His design and will., To see that it was
good means to take pleasure in i%. Whal could it be but good, coming, as it did, from

the hand of Ged?

God caused an alternation of darkness and light. They had their boundaries fixed, and
were called night and day. The division was then made which still continues., The evening
is mentioned first because dariness came before light. The Hebrew day began with the
evening at sunset and ran $ill the following sunseb.

2. The second day God crezted the firmament. Genesis 1:6-8.
Apparently the Firmsment is the space or atmosphere between the waters beneath it and
the clouds azbove it, without which nothing in the animal or vegetable kingdom can live.

3. The third day God created dry land and vegetation. Genesis 1:9-13.
The expression, "Let the earth bring forth" implies that the Creator had placed within
the ground the potentiziities of plamt life, All vegetation is dependent upon the soil.
Observe the three great divisions of the vegetable kingdem--grasses, herbs and trees.
Grass is short lived and withers away. It is a picture of the fallen human 1ife in the
flash., It speaks %o us of death and reminds us that life is short. The second kind
of vegetation is the herb. This is edible. It can nourish and build up obthers. It
vields seed. Thus it has the power Lo increase ilself and perhaps to sow itself in
the hearts of others. The third kind is the iree. Tree is a generic term. Hany kinds
were crezbed. Fach brings forth frult after his kind. EFach kind is needed to make up
the varlety and beanty of creabion. '

L. The fourth day God crested the sun, moon and stars. Oenesis 1:1h-19.
God called these heavenly bodies into existence becazuse there was a need for illuminaticn.
He has always anticipated the needs of man. These heavenly bodies--sun, moon and stars—-
were designed for certain definite purposes. Nothing was created without a specific
purpose in view. Han mey learn {rom God the fact that 1ife has been imparted for a
purpose. 1f a person does not fulfill the purpose for which he was created, he is a

failure.
What are some of the purposes for which these bodies were designed?
(1) To separate the day from the night.

{2) To be for signs.
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Thislis intelligible in an agricultural commnity. The position of the sun gives
the sign for plowing or sowing. Farmers still speak of spring sowing or aubtumm
sowing. Thus the heavenly bodies provide guldance to the farmer.

{3) To be for seasoms.
The revolution of the earth around the sun causes the alternation of the seasoms,
necessary for the healthy growth of creps and probably necéssary for the healtvh of

animals and men.,

{i} To be for days.
The rotation of the earth, causing the apparent rising and setting of the sun,
brings sbout the altermation of day and night with its fundemental influence upon

human and animal life.

(5) Te be for years.
The round of seasons brings about the solar year, one revolution of the earth around

the sun, by which we reckon years in modern times.

{6) To give light.
Darkness is the natural condition of the universe. These lights are placed in the
firmament to illuminate the world. This illumination has a great value.

The sun is the great center of light. Around it the lesser orbs revolve. From it they
derive their light. The sun is the symbol of Christ. The moon derives its light from

the sun. It reflects the light of the sun, except when the earth and its influences
intervene. No sooner does the sun sink beneath the horizon than the moon appears 1o
receive its beams and reflect them upon a dark world. Should the moon be visible during
the day, it only reflects a pale light, because it is appearing in the presence of superior
brightness. Sometimes the dark clouds, thick mists and chilling vapors arise and
intervene to hide its silvery light from the view of people here. As the sum is a.
syubol of Christ, so the moon reminds us of the clurches. In like manner the stars
represent individual Christians.

The fifth day God created the fish and the birds. Genesis 1:20-23,

The agquabtie 1life inhabits the liquid deep. The concepiion brought before us is that

of az sudden filling of the oceans with living ecreatures of a thousand kinds by the

word and act of God. By virtue of God's creation the waters swarmed with living creatures.
The waters brought forth sbundantly after their kind. The word "moving" in verse twenty
distinguishes between animel and plamt life. Planis are rooted in the earth and fixed

to one spot. Animals are free to move about within the limits that God has fixed for

them.

4t the word of God the air was filled with birds, as the wabers had been filled with
seawcreatures. The birds fly in that part of the great expanse of heaven that is
immediately obove the earth. The sea-creatures and the birds were each creabed Falber
his kind." This implies that a variety of separaie creations was made and that the
tkinds® could not and cannot interbreed. Godls blessing gave these creaftures the power
of reproduction. He had made His world to be inhabited, and He intended that the sea
should be filled with fish and the alr stocked with birds. God saw that every creaturs
He had made would some way or other be for Eis glory and for the benefit of men.

4% the close of the fifth day, God did that which He had nob done on any of the other
four days. He blessed that which He had created, and the object of His blessing was

an abundant and perpetual increase. God is liberal in His donabions, whether they be

spiritual or temporal. When He gives peace, it is a peace that passeth all understanding.

When He gives joy, it is an unspeakable joy. When He glves pleasures, they are pleasures
for evermore. Waen He gives glory, it is an exceesding and eternal weight of glory.
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The'si;th day God crezted the land animals and man. Genesis 1:2h-31.
Like the fish and birds the land znimals sppesred after their kind, in a variety of
different forms, separated from each other by strict lines of demarcation.

The creation of man was precedsd by a divine consultation. The Trinity conferred
regarding the creation of man. The project was considered thoroughly, and the issues
were contemplated, after which it waz decreed to bring man into existence.

To whem was God speaking when He said, “Let us make man.® There is only one answer
that fits both the words, "God said," and the plural pronoun "Us.® This verse is one
of the most outstanding foreshadowings in the (ld Testement of the doctrine of the
Trinity in wnity. One Person of the Godhead is addressing another.

The First word used in connection with the bringing of man into being is the word make.
This suggests that material alresdy in existence was used in the making of man. The
next chapber tells us that the material from which he was made was the dust of the
ground, =nd the next verse, by the use of the word Yereate," implies that man had ne
physical relationship with any creabture that preceded him,

God's act followsd His decision in thalt man was created in the imspe of God. TWhat God
purposes, as what He promises, He is able to, does and will ever perform to the glory
of His name and the ebernal good of His pecple. God spoke the word, and manfs being
was a fact. }Nan was accorded 2 great privilege in being made to conform to the image
of his Maker. That man was created in the image of God is a fact well attested. This
fact is fully corroborated by the Word of God. It is not the invention of a deluded
intellect. It is not a pipe dream. It is indeed a fact that is confirmed by the Creator.
Han's greatest glory is nobt his ancestry, not his weslth and not his fame, bub it is

the fact that he was created in the image of God. Of 21l Godls creatures, he alone

has been accorded that exalied position of greatness and glory. Han's grezstest glory
iz realized in his dedication %o God of fime, talents and means. The image and likeness
plainiy have reference to the fact thst man was made like God in that he thinks, feels
and wills. ¥an does net have a physical likeness to God, but a mental, moral and

secial likeness.

Made in the image of God, man has some duties which cannot be overlooked. 1% is the
duty of man to replenish the earth. The curse of sin brought forth the necessity for
multinlying and replenishing the sarth. ¥hen people fail in the task assigned to them,
the human race is in danger of becoming exbtinet. ¥We camnot escape cur responsibility
for carrying on the hunman race. It is 2lse the duly of man to subdue the earth.

‘Moreover, it is the duty of man to rule the earth. To him falls the responsibility of

maintaining a semblance of erder. Han has miserably failed in his dubty to rule the
earth because of selfishness, greed and hatred.

Verse twenty-nine shows us God!s first gracious provision for man's need. The herbs
and trees belong to God by virtue of their having been made by Him. They are given by
Him to man. This first dealing of God with man is characteristic of all. God always
gives and never gells. Fallen man constantly abtempis to buy spiritusl gifts from God
by religious observances or by the veneer of a decent life. God gives what man needs
physically and much else besides. He gives home and health, the beauties of nature,
intellectual pleasures, the delights of craftmanship and a thousand other things. His
spiritual gifts cannot be numbered. When at last nothing else could meet the simmerts
need, God gave the unspeakable gift of His only begotiten Som, "that whosoever believeth
in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life.”

Wnen God surveyed all that He had made in those first six days, He saw that His works
ware complete and very excellent.



