FELLOWSHIP WITH GOD
(fenesis 18:i~22

Our 1ife in relation to God may be summarized in four words--sonship, worship, stewardship
and fellowship. The believer is at once a son, a subject, a servant and a friend of Cod.
The last-named relationship marks the later period of Abraham's life and seems to be
associzted with growth and maturity of spirituzsl experience. Abraham is the only one in
the 014 Teshament who was called ™the friend of God.®

Tn spite ef all the things which Abraham did that displeased Ged, the latter did net fail
to appear to him. The character of this divine appearance is noteworthy. It was not in
the form of a vision, nor was it merely a word or message. 1l was a divine appearance

as a guest, thus marking Abrahesm's position of friendship and fellowship with Ged. Hote
the occasion on which the Lord appeared to Abraham, It was not when the patriarch was
busily engaged but when he was at rest. In the guiet of noonday with its opporbunities
for meditation, Abraham was in 2 position to receive the Lord. It seems that he looked
up before he was aware of the presence of his visitors. If so, the implication is thai
he was in a state of expectancy. If we are expecting blessing and if we 1ift up our eyes
and look to Ged for it, we are likely to receive 1t.

The response made by Abrazham was characteristic of Eastern polibteness and hospitality.

The elements of couritesy, achiviby, hospitality and respect are very interesting and note-
worthy and strictly true bo Zastern life, We notice that Abraham offered his wvisitors
three things--water, rest and foed. The water was for washing the feet after the dust

and stains of a hot journey. OCur Lord wants the rest which He has provided for us te dwell
in our hearts. A good meal of foed will help to get am individual in good spirits. Godts
parpese in visiting the human heart is to enjoy fellowship with the person.

#e are told that Abraham hastened., It is always good not te lose time in carrying out the
orders of the Master. UThe king's business requireth haste.” JSarah was to cooperate in
doing service to the guests. She was to share the urgency. Have we this sense of urgency
in the service of the Lord? Three measures indicate that there was one measure for each
guest. The fine meal represents righleousness in the sense of standing with God, and it
is the first thing for which the heavenly Visitor looks in our hearts. The tender calf
was the next thing that Abraham brought. It represents a burnt offering, and for this

we musht offer our bodiss as a living sacrifice. The third thing for which the Lord looks
when He visits a human heart is mentioned here as butter. Butter represents richness and
fatness, and this means the best. All that we have is His, bub He locks for the exercise
in His service of the best of the gifts that He has given us and for the best that our
personalities can be. Hilk generally represents the Word, and the Lord takes pleasure

in the reflection of His own Word in the hearts of His people. We are to take our lives

and set them hefore the Lord.

If Abraham had not realized the identity of his guest, he was now no longer left in doubt.
The guest knew all about him and his wife. When He said, "Where is Sarsh thy wife?",
Abrahsm knew who the Speaker was. The promise of a son was then repeated with the assurance
of the near appreach of its fulfilment. The fulfilment of the pronise and the realization
of the blessing depend on the presence of the Lord. It is when He comes to us that barren-
ness is furned into fruitfulness. The Lord had brought Abraham and Sarah to a very ripe
old age, where fruitfulness was no lomger naturally possible, in order that His work upon
them physically might symbolize the work of the Holy Spirit in the sinnert's heart. Sarah
was in a condition relative to motherhood identical with that in which fallen human nature

stands relative to pleasing God.

Sorah received the promise of a2 son with utter astonishment of unbelief. She could not
accept the possibility of it. She laughed in incredality. She ridiculed the idea that



.

she would experience the joys of motherhood. While her laughter may have been within
herself, it was heard by and known to the One before Whom all things are open. "The Lord
looketh on the heart.” He knows the thoughts of all of us as He knew those of Sarah.
From Him no secrets can be hidden. , .

"Is anything too hard for the Lord?" Nobthing is too hard for Him. The creation and preser-
vation of the world were not toc hard for Him, nor was the redemption and salvation of His
“believing people and their deliverance from the power of Satan, sin and death, although
that redempiion cost Him the 1ife of His Son. HNo single miraculous act, as in Sarah's

case, is too hard for Him. Every comversion is a miracle and iies in the sphere of the

supernatural.

#When the visitors lefi the hospitable tent of Abraham, he went with them., The faect that
he accompanied them on their journey was an act of courtesy. It led to a superb opportunity

for inbercession.

The time hed come for a further revelation to Abraham. How bsautiful is the suggestion
made by the Divine soliloguy! "Shall I hide from Abrzham that thing which I do%% God's
friends are permitied to know His secrets because they are His friends. God regarded
Abraham as having a right to know what was about to be dene. Here is a marvelous instance
of the condescending desire of the Lord %o share His secret purposes in fellowship with
men. In spite of 21l his past failures, Abrahem was again in touch with CGod and was going
to be told His secrets. Ho one else knew them. God told ibraham that Scodom was going

to be destroyed, but He did not reveal thal to anybody else. 'He made known his ways
unto Moses, his acts unto the children of Israel® (Psalm 103:7). Do we know something of
His ways, or do we only know His works? Do we share His seeret purposes of spreading His

gospel in the world?

Verse eighteen gives us the reason for God's condescension in revealing to Abraham whab
He was going to do. It is that Abrsham had been caught up in the purpose of redemption.
He was to be the means of blessing to 211 nations, and it was, therefore, necessary for
him to know the reason for the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah. It iz the same with us.
As believers, fcalled according to His purpose,” each of us has his place in Ged's plan
for blessing the world. If we are faithfully fulfilling the plan as God gives us light
and ability, we may expect that He will seek to show us scmething of His mind, not only
the general principles of it as they are vevealed in His Word but scme of the particulars
and details which He wants us as individuals %o carry out. We may seek these from Him
in praysr. God's purpose in making Himself known to Abraham was that He might bring into
being a family that would give witness to Him by consistency of moral conduet, ensbling
Him to fulfil the promises that He had made.

God asserted His knowledge of the fact that Abraham would command his children. Wotice
here the responsibility of parents and the necessity of training children and evangelizing
sach generation. Notice that God's purpose was to bring into being a family or nation
which would witness as a group to His righieousness. "Keep the way of the Lord" means to
1live a consistent and godly life. To keep, in this connection, means to exercise diligence,
to believe the Lord's Word, to obey His commands, to keep to the way withouwt turning off
to the right or the left and to continue doing so all of one's life. "The way" means the
line of conduct laid down by the Lord for man to follew as he passes through this world.
Keeping the way comsists in deing. The way lies through the practical daily tasks which
are made by God imbo opportunities and tests and thus lifted out of the trivial. Justice
and judgment are the fundamental moral requirements. They are equivalent to prachical
righteousness. Justice means that which Cod has declared to be right, that which is right
and fair in relationship with men. Judguent means that which the will decides to be right

in reliance upon the revealed will of God.
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The sins of Sodom and Gomorrah were very grievous. In fact, all sin is asbominasbls to fod.
Therefore, God announced that He was going down to see. The underlying idea heyre is that
God takes no action in judgment except upon the strictest assessment of the facts. Ged
knows all without the necessity of finding out. Verse tweniy-one is an expression of the
purpose of God in human terms. This shows the condescension of God, and the terminology
is intended o makKe us nnderstand the principles on which God moves in His dealings with

el



