SEEKING A WIFE FOR ISAAC
Genegls 24:1=20

Abrshem had grown old. He knew that his 1ife was drawing %o a c¢lose, and that the fubure
lay with hiz son. His own work and wiiness wers finished. The Iord had blessed him in 2
wonderful way through 1ife. Even during bis scjourning and pilgrimage he had been sbund-
antly blessed. All of this was but a foretaste of eternal blessing to come.

In 2 similar way, vhen the Saviour had finished His work on earth, and He was about to rs=
turn to the Father, He commissioned His disciples to carry on the work of evangelization
on eaxrth,

There is scargely anything more beautiful and inspiring than the calm, bright snd peaceful
cloge of a long and homored life, Like a summer sunset, it floods the whole scene with
brightness and glery. "The hoary head is a crown of glory® as it sinks to vest alter a

s

life's long day spent "in the way of rightecusness.® So it was with Abrshem,

Abrahem's was an old age happily spent in continued enjoyment of the divine blesgsing., The
statement, "The Lord had blessed ibrsham in 311 things," summarized the whole of Abrsham's
1ife znd experiences, and in old age he was still rejoicing in the consecicusness of God's

presence aznd favor.

His was an old asge nerked by persistent faithfulness o the divine will., Abrahsn s£3i11
clings with wndiminighed falith and persistence to the revelation of God concerning him and
sid his seed, He is therefore urgent that his son should not tske a wife from the desughters
of the Censaniles, The eommigsion which he now gives to his trusted servant shows clearly
that he desires and detemines to follow closely the divine will.

For the important mission of seeking s bride for his son, Isaac, Abrehem chose the most
responsible representative that he could find, This servant had one business. He 8id not
go into another country to improve it, to engage in politics, to reform the place, but %o
get a young woman to come out of that country snd follew him, znd if she followed him he
would lead her to the one she asccepted io be her husband, This servant's one business was
to get a bride for Isasc., He was commissioned with that alone.

Our Lord looks for a similar trust and responsibility in us. We can only measure up to our
responsibility by dependence on Him and by sbiding so close to Him that we readily kmow His
will. We must have His interests closely abt heart, ss this servsan® had the interesis of
his master at heart. The infinite vresources of our Lord are rlaced at our disposal to use
in His service.

The servant of God, befere being sent ocut on his evangelistic mission in the world, enters
into covenant-relebionship with his Mester and is called upon to devote himself utterly to
His interests. We ourseives too often forget this and seek to render half-hearted service,
which cannot be accepiable to God.

hbrabham knew with Whom he had to deal. A1l the forces of hesven and earth sre at the dig=
vosal of God as instriments for carrving out His purpese. There wers two courses which
-were forbidden by Abrsham. The first was that his servant could not select s wife Tor Isaan
who was a Canaanite. He reguired complete separation between those in vovenant relation—
ship with God and the heathen sround ther. This presents a principle which holds good to-
day. We are not to be unequally yoked with unbelievers, but are to come out from among them
end be sepsrate.

Wanting %o lmow what was to be done under certain contingencies that might pressnt theme
selves, the servant sald, "Feradventure the woman shall not be willing to follow me unto



this land.”™ He naturally wanted to know what should be done if the woman was wawilling to
take the long journey into Capaan, Abrsham promptly and belefly replied that in any event
his son was not to be taken out of Canasn, This was the second course which he forbade his
servant to take, He made it perfectly clear that God's will must be dome and His purpose
maintained. Going back to the old life was not to be permitted. The pilgrim life was not
to be abandoned. God always welecomes inguiries from His servants concerning His will. On
being assured by his master of the divine guidance he at once pledged himself to Abrasheam,
and tock a solemn oath of faithfulness to duty.

In depending upon God Abrzham velied upon God's actions in the past and His promises for
the future. He relied on the faet that God took him from His father's house and from the
land of his kindred., God's purpose was quite clear from what Abrsham had already exper-
ienced, There must not be any sttempt to reverse it, What He had done for Abrahasm He could
do for another. Ie relied upon God's promise for the future. He remembered the oath taken
by God at the time of the sacrifice of Issac. He remembered that God had declared His
purpose of gathering a redeemed humanity ihto the ipheritance, which He had prepsred for
it. He realized that, in order to accomplish this purpose. God would most certainly gather
out His own from- a sinful world. ' .

Abrshemts was an old age possessed of sbsolute assurance of the divine favor. He told his
servant that God, Who had been with him all through his long life, would prosper the errand,
and bring about that which was degired, In the event of the unwillingness of the woman to
coe the servant would be clear of his ocath. Abraham hsd the faith to believe that she
‘would come. The gssme believing faith is necessary for success in evangelism today. Oomplete
dependence upon God 1is necessary, The one who preaches or witnesses for Christ is not
responsibile for the accepltance or rejection of Christ on the part of the one spoken to, but
he is respongible for the clear presentation of the message, If he presents the call and

it is not accepted, he has done his duby. '

"Only bring not my son thither again.” In ‘these words of warning there is a double signif= =
icance. They mesn that the gospel must never be watered doun to accommodate the scruples

of those to whom it is presented. They alsec mean that God is resolved to go forward with Ris
grest plan of redemption, however much His offer of salvation is refused in the world.
Abrzhem's gservant thus bound himself to carry out the wishes of his master, Ue, too, are
bound to our Master's interests by the very terms of our discipleship.. He calls us to follow
Him and te serve Him. To place other interests above His is incémpatible with discipleskip.

"And the servant took ten camels of the camels of his master, and departed; for all the geods
of his master were in his hand: and he arose, and went to Mesopotamia, unto the city of
Nshor.” The caimels had mo intelligent part in the mission, They performed their part with-
out the slightest vealization of the real,meanlng of the journey. They were incapsble of
understanding., "All the goods of his master were in his hand." That is, the servant could
use everything that Abrsham had, and he was wealthy. That ought to teach us how to do the
Iordfs work., ¥We do not go to the world for vhat we need. Everything that God has is for
His work. Then why should we not trust Him to supply the needs? When we carry on the Lord's
work, it is not for us to go to the men of the world, but we should go to God, The Iord
meets the needs of those who trust Him. ~Sometimes He may let you get along on a short
allowance, but He will see you through, L - S R

This servant arose snd went to Mesopotamia, unto the city of Fahor., HNotice that the servant
did not wander aimlessly oul, spesking for his master to all whom he encountered on the
-road. He had a2 definite mlsSlon to a definite place. Successful evangelism proceeds on the
seme lines. Back servant of Christ has a definite call to a definite work in a definlte
place., He should be ready and willing to obey that call when he hears it.

You will note that the servant made the camels to knmeel down by a well, The camels performed
this act unintelligently and in®ihedr ordinary routine. They knelt fbr unloading. ‘But



they knelt in something of the same way in which many have been made to kneel due to the
influence of the gospel of Christ upon them. He went to this well at the time of the day
when the women went out to draw water. He went to the place vhere he would naturslly ex-
pect te find those whom he was seeking, at the time vhen he would expect to £ind then,
Having placed himself where he could contact the one whom he was seeking, the servant took
the next essentiel step., He prayed to God., This shows us thet one of the conditions of
receiving an answer to our prayers is that we should be in the place of God's will and
choice, when we make them. This gervant told God that he had done his part snd was in the
place where he could go no further and do nc more. A4 man will pray for what he wants, but
not for what he does not want, His prayer implied a simple and unwavering faith in the
complete econbtrol of God over the hearts and minds of men. Of all the young women God had
appointed one as a wife for Isaac, and the servant desired to be led to her., Success in
evangelism today often depends on asking God to ley individusls upon onels heart and cone
centrating onels efforts upon them. His request for lmowledge was not occasioned by lack
of faith, but was made in order that he might be certain of God's will and be able to carry
it ocut.

Before the servent wag through praying God answered. If God's people do not pray, nothing
will be done; if they pray a litile, = 1ittle will be accomplished; if they pray much, much
will be done; and if, after preying much, they pray more, still more will be done,

Verse sixteen describes the bride as beaubiful and pure. ©She went down to the well and
Tilled her pitcher. By reading the seriptures end studying them we can take in the supplies
of spiritual sustenance that we need. I} is necessary to do this regularly each dgy. From
the place of preyer we come back sgain into daily life, replenished, refreshed and streng-
thensd. :

Abrahem's servant requested Rebekah to prermit him %o drink a little water from her pitcher.
Ee was thereby putting her to the test, although she had no idea %hat he wes doing so.

Her response to his request whould determine whether he claimed her for his master or not,
She tolid him to drink., Any of the young women who ceme to the wall to draw water would
have done likewise. This was a customary courtesy, The fact that she hastened toc do so
indicsted that she had a gencrous and sympathetic mind. Ferhaps it was an wnconscious
response Lo the haste and eagerness of the servant, It says she "let down her pitcher upon
her hand,” meaning that she brought it down from her head, and held it to his lips. Then
Rebekah said, "I will draw water for thy camels alsc.® Here wss the very sign for which
the servant had asked. Such a thing was guite umisual and showed Rebeksh to be one who was
ready to do more than was required of her, that is 4o say, to aet in grase. She was glad
and eager to do this kindness. When she emptied the pitcher of the water that she had
drawn for herself in order %o give it to the camels, she pletured the redeemed giving up

to the people of the world what they might have used for themselves. She did not stop halfe
way, but supplied the need of all. ' .



