SELLING OUT CHEAP
Genesis 25:27-34
ﬁébrews 12:16-17

Isame and Rebeksh had two sons, Esau and Jacéb, and they were as unlike as two boys
eeuld be, though children of the same father and the same mother, and brought up in
the same home and énvironment.

Few characters are more profitable for study than Esau. The privileges and perils,
temper and itragedies of Esam reveal us to ourselves., Had Eseu been less attractive,
his prospects less brilliant, his fall would have excited lesg pity, 2nd his doom
would have seemed less terrible., It is because there was so much in him to admire
that our interest in him abides.

Ho doubt you are well acquainted with Esau., You know him of that far distant yester-
dey, TYou also know him of today. There is much that is admirable abeut him. He has
many qualities that we frankly sdaire., He is possessed of characteristicés that tend
to make him welcome in the society of our day and of any day. '

I. The Charascteristics of Hsanu.
- 1. He had a splendid physique.

He was big and strong and rugged. He was a big hearty fellow, strong in arm,
alert in limb, and keen in eye. The tan of summer suns wes upon his face.
The strength and elasticity of many = mountain elimb was in his limbs. He
had the graceful and essy movements of the athlete. He was a fine,upstand-
ing, husky fellow of the sort that makes a pleasing inpression upen any ecrowd
in which he chances to be.

2. He had great physieal coursge.

Physically he was unafraid. He had that type of courage which we admire, bat
which the bulldog possesses along with some people. In a chase he was ever
the leader, In the places of danger he went with a total wneomsciousness of
fear. He would have made an admirable msn for a football team. He was rich
in physieal strength and courage. '

3. He was a cunning hurter, Genesis 25:27.

He became a hunter, a man of the fields, living s rough and rugged life, itaking
things very much as they came. He was a good sport. A gun, a day in the hills,
some geme and a good meal were all that he craved, He was never happier than
when in the chase after wild game, when he would go as fast end as long as

his sirength would carry him, utterly ummindful of precaution or of provisien
for the time when he would be exhausted and hungry after the hunt had ended.

4. He was sensusl,

Egau was a creature of the moment., His nature was too shallow for anything
deep to take root. Delay and disappeintment conld not be endured. Everything
but the material was unreal to him. He alleowed his appetite to overrule the
higher instinets of his nature. He never learned to tame his tongue, train
his temper, or master his motives. He wss easily satisfied. When hungry, he
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would give anything for a "square meal.! ILike the drinking man today, who
would sell the best thing he had for a drink of whisky.

Crisis for Esau.
Esaw was very hungry.

On this particular day Essu had been out over the hills on a hunting expedi-
tion, In the excitement of the day he had forgotten in some measure his keen
hunger. When he returned with his trophies thrown over his shoulder, his
appetite clamored for immediate satisfaction. As he came to the tents of his
people, his neétrils camght the savory odor of the pottage that his brother,
Jacob, was cooking. The fumes went to his brain like the fumes of liguer to
the brain of a toper. He must have some of that food at once. So he lifted
the flap of his tent and said to his brother, Jacob, "let me eat some of that
red pottage; for I am faint.” If Esaw was really faint, it indicated too
grest eagerness in following his sports. Even in honorable caliings and
prefitable pursuits moderation is a duty. If Esau was rot really faint, but
only fatigued and hungry, it was an instance of exaggerated talking which with
some is common, but by all should be avoided.

Esan @éspised hHis birthright..

He did not rightly value his birthright. He counted it worthless. He said:
"What profit is this pirthright to me? Ii{ was of ne value to him when he
esteemed other sensual things of more importance, The pottage to him was the
chief thing at that moment. What was the birthright?

{1) Xot woridly prosperity.
(2) Hot immmity from sorrow.

(3) & spiritual heritage.

It carried with it the special covenant, special care and special com-
mission of God. It meants—-

2. Pre-eminence in the family.

& double shere in the inheritance of the father's possessions or
estate. It practically mesnt the place of rulership in the family.
It also carried with it the honor of receiving first, from the mouth
of the father, a peculliar benediction which was never pronounced in
vain,

b, Priest of the home.
The first-born performed the functions of a priest in the family.
The birthright carried the privilege of being the depositary and
comminicator of the Divine secrets. '

¢. Progenitor of the Messiah,

It constitued 2 link in the line of descent by which the Messiah was
to be born into the world. '

Esau sold out cheap.

The erafty Jacob saw his opportunity to teke advantage of the hunger of his
brother. He told him that he would give him to eat of the pottage upon the
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condition that Esau transferred his birthright to him. Jacob knmew that

Esan did not value the birthright very highly. Being exceedingly anxious

to get it away from Esau, end seeing his chance to do so, he made the base
proposel to let him have a dish of pottage in return for the birthright,

Esau, impulsive and dominated by appetite, was insensible to the spirituwal
advantages invelved and was willing te sacrifice his dearest tressure for a
supper. Beans meant more to him than birthright, Pottage meant more to him
than prineciple. Supper meant more to him than did his soul. Esau consented,
gulped down the pottage, and the birthright was gone because he had yielded
to his appetite., Hsving sold his birthright, Esau rose from supper without

a pang, walked out of the tent and off the stage. We read that "he did eat
and drink, and rose up, and went his way: thus Esau despised his birthright."
He ate and drank and went his way. That short sentence tells about all that
life meant to Esan. Almost his entire bilography was written in that one
brief sentence, How little life meant to him! How small was his achievement!
As one sees him stumbling off the stage, one camnot refrain from asking him
something: "Esaun, you are going out into the night. TYom have lived your
life. What have you accomplished? What has life meant to you? What has
your 1ife meanit Lo the world? " If cne had asked Moses what he had accomplished,
he would have pointed to & nation thet had been led from bondage to freedom.
If one had asked Paul what he had accomplished in his life, he would have
pointed to nations which once set in dariness but had come to the light, But
when one asks Esan what he had accomplished, he eculd only point to an sempty
dish, What a failure he was}

This instance ir the 1life of Fsau warns us of how mmch can be thrown away in
a single moment, never again to be recovered. Esau was no stromger than his
weak moments., A men's character is just as strong as the weakest link in it.
It is solemnizing to remember that in the last analysis we are judged and
tested, not by our excellencies, not by our se-called strong points but by
our weak points, The real test will be the trial of your wesk place and your
weak momént., The battle line of s man®s life is just as strong as the wesk-
est place in thaei line.

The tempter knows our weak places, &nd those places are where he assails us.
Satan did not come to Jesus and ask Him to turn stones into bread on the first
day but on the fortieth day when Jesus was hungry. Jaccb did not come with
his infamous propesal to Esau te barter his bBirthright when Esau was starting
out for the field after a full breakfagst, He did not make it the night be-
fore or the day fellowing. Bui he made it just at the time that Esau came

in faint and hungry. Esau's hunger gave Jaceb his opportunity.

Eseu married heathen wives, Genesis 26:34.

Despising his birthright as heir of Abrzhem, Esau did not value his conrection
with Abraham!s kin. When forty years of age he married two Hittite wives,
bringing grief to his parents and bresking e commandment of God for the chosen
family. Thus he went in the way of sin, in the way of shame, and in the way
of sorrew. For thirty-seven years after -his heathen marriages God gave Esau
opportunity to repent. Each of those days was a day of grace, but they all
erded without any repentsnce on the part of Esau.

Esau Jost his blessing. Genesis 27:30-38,

When his father, Isazc, got old, his eyes grew dim. He took that as a pre-
monition that his end wss approzching, that his course was well-nigh run. He
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summoned Esau that he might prepare him a meal of venison before giving to
him the covenant hlessing.

How intensely pethetic was the scene in which Esau arrived, flushed, and eager
from the chase, at his old father's bedside, and found suddenly that the
elder son's blessing had been given to another during his absence, and with
"a great and exceeding bitter cry," entreated for it in vain. There he

knelt, the stalwart, sun-browned spertsmen, sobbing like a child for the
blessing, the title to which he had onece thoughtlessly surrendered for a

meal. All bis sobbing and passionate pleading for it could not wring it from
the aged patriarch, who fain would have bestowed it but could not.

Esau could scarcely desire the blessing more earnestly for himself than his
father desired it for him. But much as they both desired it, Isaac could not
give the blessing to his first-born, because it was no longer his to give,
The blessing was gone already, It was no longer open to disposal. Esaun

had a loving father and a repenting heart, but he sought to repent after it
was too late,

I1I. The Charge Agsinst Esaun.

"lest there be any fornicator, or profane person, as Esau, who for ons morsel of
neat sold his birthright. For ye know how that afterward, when he would have in-
herited the blessing, he was rejected: for he found no place of repentence,
though he sought it carefully with tears." Hebrews 12:16-17.

lﬂ

Esau was a senswalist.

We use this word sensual in a restricted semse todsy. But as used here, it
has a wider mesning. It means that Esau was a slave to the visible, te the
tangible, to the physical. He had no sense or appreciation of the spiritual
and of the unseen. He sscrificed spiritual interests to sensual appetite.

It was not a sin to be hungry. But, it was a sin to let appetite call until
conscience was erushed, and to let porridge paralyze principle. The morsel
may have been sweet, but the price should have been prohibitive. He sacrificed
the blessing for bread,

Esaun was a profane person.

We are told that Esaum was a "profane person”, What kind of men do these
words bring up to your minds? Most likely you would say one who swears
abominably, who uses the holy name of God in careless oaths, And vou would
be right. He is certainly a profane man, but he is not the only profane man,
The root: of profanity is something far deeper than that, A profsane verson
is one who trests sacred things lightly.

We must trace this word "profanity" back o its source. In the 0ld World
when men chose some sacred spot for the worship of the gods, they marked out

its limits with the greatest care. All that was in the lines was holy ground--

the ground outside was not holy. When a building was erected on that sacred
spot, the building was called .the "fane", meaning the "femple", and the ground
in front of the "fane", ¥profane", mesning outside the smecred limits.,  There-
fore,a"profane"” person was one who belonged to the 1life of the streets--whose
thoughts and aims were limited to the interests of the world; one who had no
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respect for the things for which the temple stood:; who saw nothing of value
but what he could see or touch or enjoy. Esau's life was unfenced. He did
“not see the worth of the spiritusl. He did not value the unseen, His life
did not have any high wall of convietion about it. It was not shut in by
any iren grating of principle. Hence, his soul became the galloping ground
of any and every foul passion that desired to romp across it. '

‘He forgol that however poor & ¢reature he was he was capable of being remade
by the power of God., He forget that he had the capacity for infinite growth
and development. He ignored the fact that there were moral heights shead of
bhim that he might scale in the fellowship of the Most High, Just as he wes
not interested in being, he was not interested in doing, He belonged to the
- privileged class, but he had no sense of obligation. The position of Esen
‘on metters spirituval was just this: he cared nothing ebout them whatever,
He was simply not interested. There are mumltitudes 1ike him today. He only
got one sguare meal for his birthright.

But there came a time when Esau was dissatisfied with the trade thet he had
made, That comes in every life. No man can be satisfied with a sensual life,
or a profane life, that is & life lived gpart from God. One day he saw the
value of what he had throwr away. One day he realized the man that he once
could have been, but row cennot be. He found no place for repentance, though
he sought it diligently and with tears.

To you who are living as Esau did-wa life of privilege~~that of yielding your—
, self to God and serving Him, repent now while you have something to give,
while the best years of your lives are yet ahead of you. Give yourself now
to the things thal abide and are eternally worthwhile. For God cam never
restore to you the opportunities of this present moment.



