"ind Isase digged again the wells of waber, which they had digred in the days of Abrzsham
kis father; for the Poilistines hacd stopped them atte death of Abrsham: and he caslled
thelr nemes after the names by which his father hat called them.™ Genesis 26218,
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that should have caused him to he singled ouwh as 2. 1 servant of God? Isasc wes one
of the commen people whose life wes 1ived to the nraise and glory of God.
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From this study of Isaac's 1ife we hove to zel some helpful suggestiens for our own coenduct.
Prom his sing we should take warnins: In his virtues we way recognize an exsmple; and in
hie blessings we may receive encouracenent. Hig sins sve very typical of those which mer
the lives of believers btoday and prestly hinder their testimony for the Iord.

#
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tar Lo that of ibrsham. The examnle of hie father
had a great inflmence on his conduct. wwever, there coems to be an apiness in most
people to imitate the wealmesses of those who are the nesrest o them. Isaae was tried
on the same ground where his father had failed, and, ss is so frequently the case, he
fell into the same trap. ,

In many ways the life of ITgsac wee ginm

It is cuite a coincidence that both Abraham and Tssac should have ar incident cccur in their
lives nearly & hundred wvesrs apart, in the same plsce, in which both of them iiled about
their wives, for the same purvose, and to kings of the same names. Isasc 1ied sbout
Rebekeh's relationship to him, denying that she was his wife, for the vurpose of protecting
himself from any harm abt the hanés of zomeone degiring her, but in so é01n§ he subjected

her to possible insult and injury zt the hands of wicked men. Imstead of dolng that, he
should have declared that she was his wife and trusted God to protect him in doing so.
Obvieusly this Abimelech wes not =zs kind in his deslines with Iseac ag his predecessor had
been with Abrzham. Ve gesmed o Forgive Isaac, but not long thereafter, when he encountered
gome difficulties with the herdsmen, spparently the king did net mske any effert to stop

the evil deeds of hia men.

Abrahem was a pioneer. Fe was noted for many thinps. One of them is the fact that in every
community where he settled for a time he dug one or more deep wells. A substantial well
wag 2 good fortune in any community and it gave Abrshem a good name throughout the land.

After the death of his illustrious father, Isaac received his irheritance. He enjoyed the
blessings of Cod upon his efforts, whereupon there was a tremendous increase in his flocks,
herds and servants. Isaact!s prosperity irritated the Philistines. Success and prosperity
always provoke jealounsy. It is not surprising that the Philistines became exceedingly
envious of Isaac. FEnvy has been correctly nsmed, "the slime of the soul.® There is no
limit o what it will lead a person %o deo.

Envious of Isaac, the Philistines resolwved that They weuld get him oub of the country.

& nmost effective method of disnlsvipeg the dlabolicsl sin of envy was by £illing the wells
which Abrshem hed left with ezrih and debr1s, for the Tlocks and herds would die without
water, This was done with the iniention of drivimz Issac out of their widst. How terribly
blind envy wmakes those whom it pesgesses and rules. To stop up the wells was a great damase
to the Philistines themselves, for they needed an adequate supply of water themgelves.

in envious person will rob himself of many blessings he would enjoy, simply bscause he cannot
bhear to see others enjoy them. How foolishl
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Isaac's unpopularity with fbimelech seemed to inerease. Presently he was told to leave
Gerar. Awere that itrouble was brewing, the king ordered Isaac to leave in the inteiest
of peace, With this order there seemed to be an implication thet Isasc was the csuse of
the trouble,

In order to avoid strife, Isase gave up the place which he had ocecupied and departed thence
a8 he bad been commanded. However, he did not go very far, for he stopped in the valley
of Gerar. Hemaining that clese by, he scon haed mors trouble.

Considering it the greatest calsmity that could have befallen the people when the wells
were filled with dirt, send and rubbish by the spiteful Philistines, Isaac immediately
ordered them reopened. He knew thet he could not find any bebter locations for wells than
Abraham, his i1llustrious father, hsd selected. When Abraham dug those wells, he did so

not only for himself and for his generation, but also for Isaszc and his generstion, and

for all the generations to come. ITgaac reeopened those wells becaunse of the blessing they
had been in the past, as well as for the sake of those who needed the water then, and for
all vho might come that way in the future. In other words, it was both a personal necessity
and a prblic service. The wells would remain to provide water fer all who might live '
there. That tremendous task demanded sweat, labor and toil, bub 1t was worth it. The besuty
of it is thet it was done mmcomplainingly.

Soon after Isaac had initiated this program of redigging Abrahem's wells, ke encountered
additional trowble. &s soon as water wee obbtaimed, the Philistime herdsmen came out and
contended for the well that had been recpened, demsrding it for their own uwse. Perhaps
Isaac ressoned thus with himself: ¥ALL this troubie is due me. I lied about Rebekah.

I grieved the Spirit of God. God is good to me after gll,.®

Christians frequently complain ebout God permitiing one of Fis children to go through so

much trouble., Perhape they would never ask why God does that if they did not dwell so mmeh
upon their own excellemcies. If they would only recall their weaknesses, neglects and offenses
they would wonder that God had not permitted something worse to come upon them, Fas

anybody ever treated you as badly as you have dezlt with God?

Being essentially a man of peace, and much preferring to suffer injury rather than to do
wrong, Isazc moved on instead of fighting for his rig He was willing to yield his
rights rather than cause contention. In order to zvert sericus trouble, he acceded to the
wishes of the Philistines, kmowing full well thet there was more water to be had for the
digging. Without s doubt Isaac was entitled to the use of these wells. His father had
dug them and then his own servants had shoveled omt the dirt which the Philistines had
thrown in them, But Issac did not insist on vhat was without question bis right. TInstead,
he left the fruits of his labors to the enjoyment of others. Fow much haprier God'!s ehildren
would he, and how mmch greater blessing they would be to others, if they would only emmlate
the example of Isazc! While the natural men cannot understand this kind of fighbing, when
instead of displaying fleshly grit we menifest heavenly grace, it is far better in the end.

Izaae sincerely believed that it was far better to trust the providence of God than o
engage in fighting for his own rights, as his natursl reaction to injustice would promph
him to do. He much preferred to leave his case in God's hands for future settlement, To
comnit to God every injustice which mey be done to ome amd to trust him for deliverance
congtitute the secret of entranne into swester communion and greater saltisfaction. Being
a man of great patience and versistence, it was the policy of Isazc ito continuve redigging
wells until his enemies got tired of fussing sbout and contending for them.

So, Isasc named the well which wes the subject of controversy, "Esek,? which means ¥gbrife,"
and let the Philistines have it, His servants then proceeded to dig another well which
Issac pemed "Sitnsh, ™ meaning "hatred." Some forty miles from Gerar they dug another well
which Isaac named "Behoboth,? and here they were nobt molested but enjoyed veace. Isasc's



patience and perseverance had finally dawnted and overcome the Philistines. He said, "For
now the Tord hath made room for us, and we sghall be fruiiful in the land.® The room which
the Iord prepares and arranges for His own is a2lways suverior to anything acguired through
gtrife and contention.

One is impressed with the fect that Isasc 4id not stop with the reomening of the wells
which Abrehem had left. He did not say, "The wells that were good enough for my father
are good enough for me.” After he had reopensd the old wells, he dug some nevw ones, from
one of which the water flowed spontaneously like s fowmtain. So we are not merely to redig
the old wells, but we must also dig scme that are deeper and better. 41l of us owe a

debt of gratitude to those who have dup the wells oub of which we drink, and planted the
trees in vhose shade we delighi or whose fruit we eat, apd built the bridges over which

we cross the streams. Others have labored, and we have entered inito their lsbors. Iet

us dig wells and build for the generations to come.

From this incident we learn that a person who is fully dedicated to the doing of God's will
can accomplish far more by making seme personsl saerifices than the unyielded 1ife can
ever produce by being cantankerouvs. Isaae might have tried getting even with hig enemies,
but what would he have accomplished by the atbtemph? Instead, he wigely left hic enemies
in the hands of Cod and was richly rewarded with a womderful peace, satisfaction and Jjoy,
and by being given a larger and better place.

in due time Isesac retwrned to Beersheba. There the lord appeared unto him, sncouraged

him and blessed him in a great way. The consciousness of God's presence and personal
blessings were not the only good effects of his return to Beersheba. When he got back

there where God wanted him and lived a separated life, others wers influenced Tor good by
his conduct. Hven Abimelech, the pagan king, wes impressed with Isaac's patience in tribula-
tion. He recognized that Isaac's God was far superior to all other gods. TFor this reason
he wanted to make a treaty or covenant with Iszac,

In reply to the guery az to the camse of the change of attitude on the part of the king,
he sald, "We saw certainly that the lord wes with thee.® What did they see that convinced
them of this fact? They saw God's evident blessimg on him in giving him 2 hundredfold
harvest and in providing for him ample wells whenever he needed them, and the humble and
godly mammer in which Isaze had met the unkindness of the herdsmen ag well as the rebuff
of Abimelech himself. That hed tc be help from above in order for ITsasae %o act in this
way, which wee so unnstural and yet so pleasing to CGod. They simply watched the 1ife of
Isaac and were influenced for good by it. As we live in fellowship with the Inrd, others,
who are walching our lives, will be drawn closer to Christ because of what we say and de.
In sweet fellowship with Him iec the very best place in which any Christian ean sbide,
Living cleose to the Iord will enable us teo have the best influence on others.

Back al Beersheba, Isaac received a vision, erected an altar and re-established a home.,

He was infinitely hawvpier there among the umsettled hills with God than with the contentious
herdsmen in the crowded pastures of the valley. It is to his eredit that he built zn altar
before he pitched his tent and had his servants to dig a well. ¥e kmew full well that

the success end happiness of his home depended more upon the blessing of God than upon his
own unaided efforts. It is not surprising that he built an altar, called upon the name

of the lovrd and pitched his tent there. The altar waz his testimony to the Iord's authority:
the calling upon His name was an admission of his reliance upon God; and the pitching

of the tent was an evidence of his resdiness to move as and when the Iord directed.

Bow, let us apply this lesson. We need to redig the wells of yesterday for the generations
of tomorrow. What wells do we need to dip again?

1. The well of scriptural authority.
Through the years gome by, it was widely recognized that the Word of fod was autheritative,
Concfrnagg.amy subject whereon it spoke, its messsge wasg recognized ag awthoriitative,
ki =
Our forefathers acecepted the statemenis of God!s Word as final, Today, with all too
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meny, human reason, expediency and the wisdom of man sre subsitituted for the Bible.

2. The well of the Iord's Day observance.
With multitudes lord's Day observance is a thing of the past. Tt is considered the
biggest day for pleasure seeckers. In defiance of God's Word many work and operate
business on that day to make the extra money for sinful living on other days or nights.

3. The well of prayer.
In the case of go many this well is practically closed up. What a tragedy!

let us redig these wells because of the blessing they have been, they are and they will
be in the future. Ieb uws do these things Tor the generations to come.

The Bridge Builder

in 014 man, going a lone highway,

Came, at the evening, cold snd gray,

To a chasm, vast, and deep, snd wide,
Through which wes flowing a sullen tide.
The old man cressed ip the twilizht dimg
The sullen stresm had no fears for him:

But he turmed, when safe on the cther side,
And bullt 2 bridee to span the tide.

"01d man," said a fellow nilsrim, mear,

Wou are wasting strength with bullding here;
Tour journey will end with the ending days
You never agein must nass this way;

You have crossed the chasm, deep and wide--—
Why build yomw the bridee st eventide¥®

The builder 1ifted his old gray head:

"Good friend, in the path T have come,V he said,
"There folleoweth affer me today

& youth, whose feet must pass this way.

This chasm, that has been naught fo ne,

Te thet fair-haired youth wmay a pitf2ll be—

He, too, must cross, in the twilight dim;

Good friend, I am building the bridge for hir.®

--Hill Allen Dromgoole



