THE IOCALITY OF BLIESSING
"He hlessed him there.% (Genesis 32:20

With the drematic story of Jacob before us, we showld acmit that no place is too strange
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isvk night under an cpen gky by

or vnlikely for a msn to meet God., Jscob met Him on &
g rushing brook., Moses met Iim out on a wide, sun- :d degert. Elijeh met Him in &
mountain cave., BEzekiel met Eim by # melancholy stresm in fer-off Bebylon. The Samaritan

women met Him at a wayside well, 1l of Tersus met Yin along a caraven itrail,
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This men Jacob learned a profound lcsson that night by the brook Jabbok. He learned that
any place csn become & hellowed plece wibth the living God vhen certain Internsl, rather
than sxternel, conditions are met, Wherever that is, there iz the place of blesging, where
God confers some needed grace, some reguired cleanging or some demanded empowerment.,

Delivered from the thraldom of Iaban's service, Jaceb goes on his way towards the old
home, only to reslize before long thal another diffienlty confronts him in his brother
Esan., Beitwsen the two diffienlties "the angels of Cod met him." Ti was one more proof
of the Divine agsurance that Jecob should not be left until the purpose of God had been
accomplished in him, Az he nears the borders of the old country, memery begims to move
and conscience to work. He knows thalt there cannot be any peece until his relations with
Esau are assured and put on & proper basis. Unconfessed sin and uwnforgiven wrong must be
dealt with and put right,

Jecob sent messengers to his brother, obviously to lesrm Esau's mind towsrds him. These
messengers returned with the slarming news that Esawv wes on his way to meet him with four
hundred men. There was not 2 word of friendly greeting in response to the Tawning message,
not single indication of reconciliation in spite of 21l the intervening years. Jacob's
intense fear and distress were evidently due to his conviection that Esau's coming meant
hostility, that the past had not been forgotien or overlooked. But he soon recovered his

balance, though, instead of casting himself on God at once, he begen his charactéristic
work of plsnning. He divided his possessions into two parts, so that in case Esan Tell

on one of them the other might esgespe and at least scmething be lefi.

In spite of 211 his elever plarming, he could not help turning to God, even though he arrsnged
matters befors he began to pray. He called on God teo help him in the execution of his

own projects, insbead of reversing the order and asking, "lord, what wilt Thou have me to
do?" It was s preyer of real and yet partial faith., The prayer wasg slso merked by itrue
humility. He acknowledged his own uvnworthiness of all thet God had dome to snd for him,

and with heartfelt gratitude he testified to the way in which blsssings had been showered

on him, Fe earnestly vreyed for protection from his brother. He had 1ittle felth in the
efficacy of his prayer, for immediately after he had offered it he began scheming and nlenming
again., If we express our needs im prayer, it is obviously unfitting o go on arranging

and scheming as though we had never prayed. It is ome thing to seck wisdonm from God and
trust Him for it, bubt it is guite another matter to ask God's blessing on our own wisdom.
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Iet ue trace the more significant festures of this locallty of blessing in the experience
of Jacob. '

I. Tt wee a place of separation.

9ind Jacob was left alome.” Verse 24, More then twenly yesrs earlier, by a plece of
cunning graft, Jacob and his overfond mother had swindled his elder brother Zsau oub
of the birthright., To dodge the wrath of the resentful brother, Jacob hed run off to
live with his mother's infolks in distsant Mesopotsmis. The years had brouwght Jacob
s fenily end considersble prosperity. After more tharn twenty yesrs Jacob is returning
with his possessions to Pslestine, His caraven is coming down through one of the
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ses in the (ilead hills, headed towsrd the Jordsn velley, vhen rews comes that Bsen
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dvancing to meest him with four hundred srmed men,
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here is no more shrewdly self-reliant men than Jacob at this stege of his life, That
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wag his trouble--too much Jacob. There were times when he worshioped God; but, Tor the

most part, he trusted greatly in himself, This old selL—rel1ance immediztely comes

into play sgain, He figures that 2 good bribhe may pessibly Vsoften wm" bhisz unrelenting
brother. So he orders that his flocks and herds be driven over to the south side of
the Jatbek. When thsey sre =zcross, and properly grovpsd, ke sends over his Temily,

And now, alone, he Ffseces bhimself snd God., Alonel! Why was he alone? Ee was clearly
conscious that & grest crisis had come in his life. Anylthing might havpen on the next
morning when Fsau snd his four hundred men arrived., Fe had vlammed a2nd prayed, prayed
and planﬂed, and now there wasg nothing more for him tg do. Theve he was in the darkness
of the night, alone, with all the evenie of the past day clear before him, with all

the awful possgibilities of the coming day well in view. He was slone. Yost of us
dread to get alone, We want to be where there is talk, laughter and flattery. We want
to keep up the iliusion that we are something when we ave nothing, or the conceit that
we are right when we are wrong. . Isn't 1t strsnge that men should leve themselves

above 2ll of the rest of the world, and yet never erndure to be alone? Alone with
onegelf and God mgain snd agsin proves to be the nlace of blessing.

Tt was a place of struggle.

"There wrestled a men with him wntil the breeking of the day.” Whoever he wasg, his
commission wag to take hold of Jacob snd subdue him to the realization that he was his
v worst enemy. It should be noted that it was net Jacob who wrestled with the Man,

but it wag the Man who wrestled with Jacob, which was an entirely different thing.

The wresiling was an endeavor on Jodls part to break down Jecobfs cpposition, to bring
him to an end of himself, %o tske from him all sslf-trust, all confidence in his own
clevernsss and resource, to meke him kmow that Eseu is to be overcome and Csnasn ob-
tained not by craft, but by divine grace and power., The selif-life in Jacob is to be
overcome, the eld nature is to be conquered, the planning is to be rendered futile,
end the resourcefulssss made impotent

Hers was 2 man vho was & curious mixbure of faith and unbeliel, of courage and fear,
of self-dependence and trust in Ged., He was & dowble-minded man if there ever was
one. With pert of his mind he voted for God, but with large paris of it he voled for
himgelf, Aind God wanted a “holahearted sarrerder, Hence the struggle,

At the close of World War TI, long after V-J Day there were small groups of Japansse

 soldiers in the Philippine Islands who refused to surrender. The over-sll cessation

of hogtilities had iteken vlace, but they, in their defisnt hideouts, refused to go =long.
So in the lives of many of us Christisne there are inmer "pockets of resistance" which
Christ muSu somehow destrey if He is to have us wholly for Himself. TI% way be a habit
on which He hes put the ban, Vhatever it is, it is your Jabbok. It is your place of
struggle. And, vhether you realize it or not, the very sharpness of the qtrug~le
suggests that you are in the loeslity of blesglng, "He blessed hin there."

t wag the plsece of submission.

HWght wa b@gannwnv to 1ift its blackness from the hills of Gilead. There were faint
snveakﬁ of dawvn yonder where bh@ Jabbok had its rise. The crisis moment hed arrived.
So strong was Jacob's ovpesition thet nothing short of a specisl mapifestation of
Divins power would suffice to bresk it down. God eould have dohe this earlier in the
strugzle, bubt He would not, for He wanted Jecob's willing surrender. TYebt at length,
25 He could nob obitain this, there was nothing else to be done but to deal with him
in severity, and by an asseriion of Divine power to bring this mesterful men to an end
of himself., God wanted Jacob to see and realize that only by divine grace could he
meat Hseu and enter Canasn: that only by mercy, grace and favor could his difficultles
be met and his way prospered. As a finzl siroks of subduel the Heavenly Wrestler
oressed zgainst the socket of Jacob's thigh and threw it oubt of Joirnt. This took
avay the very power reguirved for wrestling, brought him by cone swift blow to the very
end of his resources, and left him ubtterly %evorleuu. Thus divine love dealt with
him in merey and teught him, albeit in severity, the one lesson he needed most to learn.

nJ. A

Ho longer able toc wrestle, Jacob begen to cling. Instead of opvosition came tenacily
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and Jazccb proved himself to possess the lstter gs fully as the former. The resister
became the e¢linger, snd learned that the hour of his vhysical progbration was the hour
of his spirituvel triumph. Hitherte the carnal J1ife had dominsted himg henceforth his
iife wes to bs divinely ruled. At last he was in the right nosition, bul at what eosti

Is

only he hed lesrned the lesson zooner, how much trouble =nd anxiety he would have

been spared! Ko fears of Bsau, no need of planning to 2ppsase him, no concsrn for his
wives and children, nothing but rest of hesart in the love of God. Whet he had struggled
for, he lost; what he trusted for, he gained. So it is alwaye., It is always best to
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truet God and put Him first in everything,

Fone of ue can receive the fulmess of the blessing of God so long 2s we are consciously
wnsurrendered in any area of our lives., It is when we, like Jacob, stop conteabing
with God'ls will and begin elinging to it that the degthe of ocur nsture sre clesnsed and
a new day dawns. VWhen we hand over to God the thing which HMe is asking for, the mirscls
of epiritusl empowerment will tske place. 4% Jabbok Jacob might have sung:

"Higher then the highsst heavens,
Beepﬁv then the deepest ses,

Iord, Thy love a2t last hath conguered:
Grent me now my seul's petition,

None of self, and all of Thee,"

T was a place of splendor.
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From separation thy o&ch struggle and submission Yo splendor--thetts the highwsy over
winlch Jacob passed. Ana ythet splendor!
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The new digposition was splendid.
Witherad now was the selfish pride thet had so long held and hampered him, Blooming
now weg the gracious princeliness that God had conferred upon him,

The new dynsmic wes splendid,

"ie 8 prince thou hast pover with CGod and with men." TVerse 28, Power! Uot brain-
power! Jacob hsd used thet to scheme and plot his way To honer and glory, only

to have it come back to him like sn sver-cireling frustration. Not leg-power!
Jacob had used that to run for his life vhen his meanness got him into a tight
place. Yot will-power! Jacob had demonstrated that when he worked fourteen years
to gein his wife Rachel. No, not any of these, but God-power-—~the power that comes
through prayer, love, faith and humility.

The new disclosure wes splendid. : ,
God had met him, taught him, blessed him; end now he could meet Esau without fesr,
and face any emergency, in the sitrength of thset gloriocus vision. UWith an swe thet
bowed him low end an exhilaration that 1ifted him high, Jacob exclaimed, "I have
seer God fsee to face,” Verse 30. It wes not the first time s vision of Cod had
come to him., Bub never haed Jacob seen Him so elesrly or with such trensfiguring
effect upon himself as now. To "see" God with the eyes “of the sovl iz, For us
Christians, to admire, adore and worship Him as He is revealed to us in Jesus

Chrigt,

Can't vou visuslize 1ittle Joseph ané hear him sey to his mother that morning when
Jacob come over the ford of Jabbok after his night with God, "Lock, mother, who
is thet men? Is that father? And Rachel, quite .:tan¢saud and swed herself,
exelaims, "Why, Jacob, it is you, isn't 1t? Vhat hes happened to you?" The new
light wag there wpon bh old crefiy, worried face.
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The new dsy was splendid.

"ind as he pasged over Penuel, the sun rose upon himl™ And when, shortly, he met

Feou, Essu's vesistsnce and resentment melted like wex. We sre told: "And Easu
ran to meet him, snd embraced him, and fell on his neck, and kissed him; and they
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wept. 3334, Mot the fregedy of revenge, which might hsve been! Instead, the
tears of reconciliationi :

"ind He blessed him therel” It was a strange snd unlikely place by any physiesl
or vigible test. Yet it became the very gste of heaven for ome men, at least,
who discovered thsi there, zlone under the sters, through s siruggle thst spelled
death to himgelf and submission that gave wup 211, Cod would meet him.

The Jocality of blessingl! Where is 13? you ask., It 1s right there whers you ave
now—--1f only you will pay the price.



