ABRAHAM'S RESPONSE TC GOD
Genesis 21:14-34

AL onee Abraham oheyed the divine Word, RAnd Abraham vose up sarly im

the morning, and took bread, and a bottle of water, and gave il unto
Hagar, putting it on her shoulder, and the child, and sent her away: and
she departed, and wandered in the wilderness of Beersheba% Gemesis 21:14.
We see him rising early in the morning, and with thoughtfulness and tender-
ness he bade farewell to Hagar and Ishmael., It requires very little imagi-
nation to enter inte his feelings as he saw them depart, realizing that a
break had come into his life which could mever be alfered or set aside,

It is striking te notice the entire absence of any remonstrince on the
part of Hagar. BShe seems to have taken everything quietly. Ishmael, toe,
although seventeen years of age, showed no signs of rebellien.

The birth of Isaac had been a beautiful and striking reminder of the un-
changing faithfulness of God, or the fact that He is ever true to His
Word. This is the experience of Ged's people in all ages. Joshua said
that not ome thing had failed of all that God had spoken. Everything had
come te pass just as He had said. "Ged is faithful.® This is the bedrock
of the believerts life. The more closely we enter inteo fellowship with
Him through His work, the more defisitely we should realize the preciocus--
ness of this great fact that "He abideth faithfal.®

We car easily realize that Abraham had an aching heart and a treubled
spirit as he prepared to bid farewell te Ishmael, and yet, the imitial
mistake having been made, this severance was really the very best thing
that could have happened for all cencerned. Ged was taking up the tangled
threads of His servant'ls life, weaving th@m inte His own divine patiern,
and overruling everything for good.

God¥s eall to Abraham was met by divine grace sufficiemt for his need.
God never puis mere upon His people than they are able to bear. He en-
courages them by His promises, He assures them of His presence and power,
and in response to all these encouragements His people yield themselves
in cbedience, ard find that His grace is sufficient fer them. %¥As thy
days so shall thy strength be.® ‘

Bread and water were given teo Hagar by Abraham, These are the two nmeces-
sities for sustaining life. In the same way, the spiritual life wmust be
sustained by the Bread of Life, which came down from heaven, the Lord
Jesus Christ Himself;, on Whom we must feed in His Word; and the Water of
Life, which is the Holy Spirit of God. The Bread of Life and the Water
ef Life are free gifts of God to the poer sinner,

Nete that Hagar snd Ishmael became wanderers in the wilderness. Such
has beer Israel's portien ever since she rejected the Lord Jesus Christ.
In verse 15 we read, YAnd the water was spemt in the bottle, and she cast
the child under ome of the shrubs." In type, the Holy Spirit is here
taken from Israel in "the water was spenmt.®™ This explaims the tragic
veil which is ever the hearts of the Jews as they read the Scriptures,
for without the Holy Spirit neo ene can understand the Word of God.

Hagar said; ¥let me not see the death of the child.® ®And she sat over
against him, and 1ifted up her voice and wept.® We see here a foreshadow
of Jerunsalem bemoaning her desclation,
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#The angel of God called to Hagar out of haaven,”'and Hagar recognized
his voice., Ged calls today out of heaven through the gospel of Christ
to the wanderer in his desgpair.

In verse 18 God said of Ishmael, "I will make him a great nation.® There
is no hirt that thisipromise carried with it spiritwal biesging of any
assurance of 1life in the world to come, but when God makes a promise to
the simmner through the gospel, He gives him falth, rightecusness, life,
power and immertality. _

Bind Ged @pened her eves and she saw a well of water; and she went and
filled the bottle with water and gave the lad drink.¥ This is ome ef
the first accounts of the Hely Spirit in dealing with the soul which He
turnsg from darkness to light. The blindness of sin gives place to the
vision of God. ' :

Hotice ithe four statemenis in verse 20 aboni the dying simner whe has been
revived by the Water of Life., First, "God was with him.® In the same way.
He iz with every person whe dripnks of the Water of Life and is born again.
Every conceivable blessing is contaimed in that simple statement. If Geod
is with uvs, we have 1life, protection, power and the supply of all ocur needs,
Second, "he grew". So every normal Christian grows up from spiritual ia-
- Fanecy to manhoed, until he finally reaches the measure of the fulness of
the stature of Christ. Third, he "dwelt in the wildermess®™. Every Chris-
tian during the state of his growth dwells in the wilderness of this world.
ﬁere his needs are supplied by his Heavenly Father and his character is
trengithened by the Hely Spirit. Fourth, he %"became an archer®™, He learns
to shoot the arrows of God at the hearts of the unsaved and win them te the
Savieour, :

Verse 21 reminds us that Ishmael was outside the covenant. He dwelt in
the wilderness of Paran, which was southeast of Palestine and outside the
promised land., All the umsaved dwell inm the wilderness. "The way eof
transgressors is hard.®

Beginning with verse 22 and extending to the end of the chapter, we have
an account of the covemant entered intoat Beersheba between Abraham and
the Gentiles. Abimelech; king of Gerar, and Phichol, the chief captain

of his hoslt, came to Abraham on a special errand and made te him this
striking statement; "God is with thee izm all that thou doest.®

This testimony to God!'s presence with Abraham showed that the pstriarch'ts
daily life was a genuine witness for God. The fact that a heathen king
sheuld be able to draw this conclusion clearly indicates the genuineness
of Abrahamts daily life. Realizing the presence of God with Abraham,
Abimelech was very desirous of peace for himself, his kindred and his land.
He thus appealed to Abraham to take a solemn cath to insure this result,
Evidently Abimelech was afraid of Abrahamts power. Seenmingly, he feared
that his growing prosperity and influence might easily lead to difficulties,
and even differences, in the immediate future. At the same time, it was
guite probable that religious influence was another reason for makiag

this reguest. . Abimelech was finding cut what many others have found out
gince his day, namely, that the friendship of good men is often an ad-
vantage, even in things temporal.

Abraham responded to the reguest of Abimelech and willimgly entered into
the covenant. He expressed his readiness to take the ecath reguired and
to make the solemn pledge that there weould be peace hetween him and
ibimelech. His readiness to enter into this covenant showed that he was
noet bent con aany conguest or even any selfish ends.
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Abraham pointed out one difficulty i=n the way and made it clear that any
compact of peace was really impossible until that difficulty was settled,
Abimelech's servants had taken away a well of water which belonged to
Abrabam and it was with reference to this that the patriarch complained.
Water was everything te the nemadic tribes, and its absence invelved the
greatest possible less, injury and inconvenience,

In a gimilar manner the sinner canncet enter into proper relationship with
Christ until the differences between them have been settled and the sin
guestien dwell with in the proper manner,

Abimelech was unaware ef the Tact that his servanis had rebbed Abraham
of a well., Entirely ignorant of the action of his servants, Abimelech
was anxiocus to remove any misunderstanding. Hobt only did he disciainm
3l knowledge of what had been dene aad responsibility therefor, but he
complained to Abrazham for not informing him of the imcident, There was
evidence that he was sincere, upright and genuine.

Notice that the gifts came from Abrahamts side. Even so, the sinner

has nothing to give to God, but God gives all to him. Abrahan therefore
set before Abimelech the mwsual covenant promise. Then he sei seven lambs
of the fleck by themselves, and, on being asked why this difference was
made, he replied that they were special gifts, and additional security
for the future with reference to the well, Abraham then called the name
of the place "Beersheba', meaning "the well of the ocath.® Thus the cove-
nant was made, and the two men were united in a sclemn compaet of peace,
Abimelech and Phichol returnsd to their country and Abraham remained at
Beersheba,

Abrahas planted a grove at Beersheba, which was an appropriate memorial
of the perfect peace which he desired between himself, his God and his
felliowman. In the course of his prayer he used an additienal title for
God, namely, ®The Everlasting God.?® He was thus reminded of Godis un-
changeebleness and His dependability. As Abraham sog@&rﬁeé in the land
of the Philistines for many days, so the believer in Christ is a scjouraer
and a stranger in this world. :

This incident fteaches us a2 helpful lesson as to the relation of Godls
people to those who are not yeﬁ within the fold., Here than once Faul
urged Christiang to live in view of the non-Christians around them. The
very phrase WtLhem that are without® tells us of the uvouitterable sadness
and less of being outside the fold and separated from all the great privi-
leges of grace ip Chrigt Jesns. This fact alone should make us the mere
careful to live aright in order that those who are now withoubt may be
attracted to come w1t%¢ﬂ. These new experiences which we have with Ged
are net merely a matter of personal satisfaction, blessed though they

are; they tend teo prepars the seul for still greater accomplishments.
Godls revelations are net merely luxuries for perscnal enjoyment, but

are given for the purpose of preparing the seul for greater service and
still clearsr testimeny for God. God reveals Himself more fully in

order that we may be thoroughly eguipped fer greater efforts im His Kingdom. .



