THE HINISTRY OF INTERCESSICHE
Genesis 18:23.33

"ibraham stood yet before the Lord." He waited until he was alone with God before meking
his intercession. True prayer recunires undisturbed access to God without distraction or
the presence of others. Prayer is a mabter between the individual and God. OF course,
there is a place for corporate prayer also. learness to God is essential for stccessful
prayer. This essential nearness to God, without which true prayer is impossible, is brought
about by the blood of Christ. There is no other instrument or ageney that can bring those
who are al a distance from God by reason of sin into a relationship of nearness to Hinm.

No priest, no religious rite or ordinance, no effort, no self-denial or no alms-giving can
break the barrier which separates the sinner from God. HNothing can do so except the blood
of Jesus Christ, personally appropriated by an act of faith.

Concerning Abraham's intercessory prayer, we note that it was revereni, definite, unselfish,
importunste and persevering. He based his petition on his lmowledge of the righteous
character of God, and we ought te do the same. TFor ocur prayers to be successiul, they

mist conform to the revealed will of God and to the principles on which He acts toward

men, Abraham's prayer was concerned with the salvation of the rightecus from destrmetion.
He based his petilion on the righteousness of God. The patriarch was so clesely in touch
with the mind of God that he knew how He would zct, so he was pleading with Iim on the
ground of the impessibility of His acting conbtrary to His nature and principles.

Fellowship with God is always associabted with the knowledge of His will. Servants do not
know the purposes of their masters, but friends and intimates do. Our Lord taught this
plainly te Bis disciples. "Heneceforth I call you nob servanis; for the servant knoweth
not what his lord deeth: but I have called you friends; for sll things that I have heard
of my Father I have made known unto you" {John 15:15). There is no position like that of

fellowship with God for knowing fully our Haster's will,

Abraham was perplexed by the fact that the destruchion of Sodom would involve the destructlion
of the righteous along with the wicked. With this difficulty in his mind he did the very
best thing possible; he told God sbout it. Problems tims brought to God will either be
resolved, or else sufficient grace will be given to wail for the perfect solution. Abrahsm
had somshow leaxrned the great truth thet righteous people are as salt preventing surrounding
corruption. Hew often one Christian in a family keeps back divine judgment on sinl How
often wandering children are withheld from ruin through the prayers of their parentsi
Abrahan did not believe that the rightecus would be destroyed with the wicked. IHe considered
indiseriminate destruction very unjust. Conecerned for Ged also, he was particularly
anxious that the heathen around should not get a wrong impression of his God.

"3hall not the Judge of all the earth do right?¥ It should be mentloned that these words
are uttered to jastify an earnest prayer for ithe preservation of those in danger. They -
are used as a basis for action, not for inaction. The very first relationship im which
God stands to men is that of Judge. ALl are responsible to Him. Abrahem also knew that
God was the Judge of all the earth, not of one family, one race or opne people omly, but
of a1l men. In saying this he acknowledged that there is only one true and living God.

He 2lso knew that God's dealings with men were perfectly right and just. This meant that

he could trust himself to God and rejoice in all Hls acis.

Point by point the prayer of Abraham wes met by a divine response. God met His sqervant’s
request by a definite promise that if he would find fifty righte?us people He would spare
the place. For the sake of these righteous He promised to do this. Thus Ged I:esponded
to His servent's comvietion that there wes indeed a great power and Wholesom§ mzf.‘lueni;e
in good people. The fact that the whole city was to be spared, notwithstanding iis sin,
simply and solely because of fifty people therein was indeed testimony to the salutary

power of godliness.
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Abrgham had a proper sense of his own unworthiness and referred to himself as but dust and
ashes. In this description of himself he emphasized that he was earthly and mortal,

whereas God was heavenly and immortal. 3ix times Abraham interceded for the wicked cities.
His heart was drawn out in pity and compassion, and he kept on pleading. Steadfastness

in intercession is one of the sure marks of reality and eernestness. Six times God responded
to the prayer of His servant. After each petition came the definite answer. So it is
always; as long as we ask, God will answer. Abraham ceased asking before God ceased giving.



