THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE RAINBOW

"I do set my bow in the cloud, and it shall be for a token of & covenant
between me and the earth.® Genesis 9:13.

Vhen God sent the great flood upon the earth, every living creature was
destroyed except Noash and the cccupants of the ark, After the flood waters
subsided and evaporated, Noah apd his family found themselves on dry ground.
Later, God made a sclemn covenant with Nosh and sealed the covenant by
placing & rainbow in the sky. '

A rainbow contains the seven prismatic colors--red, orange, yellow, green,
blue, indigo, and violet., It is produced by the rays of light falling
upon drops of water, The cloud is needed as the canvas on which the raia-
bow is to be painted, The sun is needed to give the light or colors of
which the painting is to be composed, The drops of falling rain are needed
as the pencil by which these colors are to be applied, or the medium re-
quired to decompose the rays of light and spread out their varying hues in
blended loveliness, '

Of course, this was not the first time that God had set the rainbow in the
cloud, It was & case of invesiing a femiliar sight with 2 nev meaning.
After that day the sight of the rainbow was charged with new signifieance
for Hoah and his household. God said, "I do set my bow in the cloud, and
it shell be for a token of a covenant between Me and the earth.? So, it is
important for ws to remember that the flood did not eome of itseif, and that
the rainbow did not appear of itself, but that God sent both of them, In
the givimrg of the rainbow, God ratified His promise that no more would the
earth be destroyed by a flood, and He estsblished a memorial of the new
relationship between Himself and His creatures. He assured Fosh that the
rainbow was a visible sign which would serve at once to confirm men in their
faith and to dispel their fears.

ls The rainbow is a symbol of beautly.
God, the master artist, has done & noble work in this world in which we
live. What a beautiful world we may live in; if we so desire! In it
is the beauty of everlasting friendships, love that outshines the stars,
flowers to garnish our pathways, and birds without a wrong note,

2. The rainbow is a symbol of harmeny.
All seven colors of the rainbow exist im such juxtaposition as to make
a perfect chromstic whole, The raimbow is God's lesson of harmony to
us. Is there discord in our lives? Is there the knowledge of personal
failure? Are we thorough masters of our selves? Any lack of harmony
in our lives is a Tesuit of our unwillingness to tune our lives to the
master key, even Christ.

3. 'The rainbow is a symbol of faith,
God said, "By the sign of the rainbow, never again shall a floed
destroy the earth.! Thus God was vouchsafing His faith in the fubure
of the humse race, Because He believed in men, -there would be nc
necessity of another destruction. God bslieves In us. God trusts us.
He endows us with the possibility of divine sonship, gives us the
privilege of choice, either to walk in the mud of sin or among the stars
with Eim, He has faith in us, and He depends upon us to live worthily
in His sight. Therefor, we should live accordingly.
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"I would be ture, for there are those who trust me;
I would be purs, for there are those who care;

I would be strong, for there is much to suffer,
I would be brave, for there is much te dere.®

God chose the rainbow, probably the most beautiful thing in all nature, to
be the sign of the covenant that He made with Noah following the flood.

God chose the cross, the most hideocus thing in all the world, to be the
token of sign of the New Covenant He has made with ail those who believe in
His Sen.,

The rainbow typifies the cross of Christ and enables us to understand eertain
of the marvelous truths concerning it which bring peace and comfort to our.
souls when rightly understood and believed., In what ways does the rainbow
typif'y the cross?

It Is The Token Of An Unconditional Covenant. '

The word covenant is ore of the great words of Seripture. A covenanit is a
contract wherein one or both of the parties io the covenant pledge themselves
to perform certain things. Im the covenant with hoah, God made an uncon-
ditional promise never again to destroy the vhole earth with a fleod. God
never asked Noah or khis family to promise anything, but simply to believe
what He said. The cross is the token of God'e nev and unconditional covenant.
It is God's pledge to those of us who trust Christ as our Saviour, that the
Father will never condemn us for our sins, because Christ was punished in

our stead on the cross. The believer shall not come into condemnation because
he has put his trust in the Son of God who loved him and gave Himself for
him, *"There is therefore now no cordemnsition to them which are in Christ
Jesus.! Romans 8:1,

‘It Is The Token Of A Perpetual Covenant.,

"And God Said, This is the token of the covenant which I meke between me and
you, and every living creature that is with you, for perpetual generations.”
Genesis 9:12. Nothing was to abrogate or nullify or supersede the covepant
God has made with those who trust His Son. It will stand through all eternity.

It Exhibits The Glory Of The Sun.

The rainbow exhibits the glorious component lights that blend into the white
light of the sun. In the rainbow we behold the brilliant red, yellow, green
and blue. '

In the cross we see all the marvelous attributes of God exhibited in their
magnificenca:

1., God's magnificent justice.

So just is He that He could not let sin go unpunished. Ages before the

' Cross He had written: "I will be no means clear the guilty,” and on
the cross He 1laid the guilt of our sin upon His beloved Som, and vieited
His wrath upon Him, as our Substitute. Thus, by the punishment of
Christ in our stead, God ean be both, "Just and justifier of him that
believeth on Jesus." If God had merely remitted the penalty He would
not heve been a just Ged. Instead of remitting it, He bore it inm full
in the perscn of His Son. ‘

2+ God's infinite love. .
The 01d Testament spoke of God's love, but the cross exhibited it in all
of its matchless perfection. The cross shows th#t God's love was a love
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. to the ill-deserving. We did not deserve anything at God's hands
except punishment, but God loved us and sacrificed His Sen for us.
The death of Christ exhibits this matchliess love.

3. God's masvelous wisdom,
The plan of ssivation is so wonderful it could not have been devised
by hwwan brains. 411 man-made religions say that "salvation must be
earned,”® and of ccurse that is imposzible, Bul the cross exhibits
the faect that God saves ginners by the work whieh Christ did, and not
by anything which we have done.

4o God's matchless power.
And declared to be the Son of God with power, according to the Spirit
of holiness, by the resurrection from the dead." Romans l:4.

It Forms A Bridge Between Farth And Heaven.

Its ends are on the earth, and its arch is in the sky. All man's efforis
to please God by huwmarn works eould not bridge that gulf. And so Jesus
Christ on the eross, God's Rainbow, has united God and man, He has bridged
the gulf that separsted them, He has reconciled us te Ged by the bleed of
His cross, having slain the enmity thereby. By His death for sin Jesus
bridged the gulf between earth and heaven and made it possible for those
who bezlieve to come unto Ged by Him. "No men cometh unto the Father but

by Me,"

It Embraces The World. :

Between its arms it gathers all the earth that we can see, And in this it
is but a type of the all-embracing love of Christ and mercy of God. "There's
a wideness in Godfs merey, like the wideness of the sea.," It emwbraces all
men within its sweep., It excludes none, denies none, and rejects none.
Jesus Christ is "the prepitiation for our sins, and not for eurs only, bub
also for the whele worid.¥" Yes, for every one, the rainbow is in the sky.
God'as grace and mercy are freely offered to every cne. The rainbow is a
perpetual reminder of the goodness and faithfulness of God. Whenever men
see it in the clouds, it whispers scmething to them about God's love and
nercy.

It Was Designed To Be An Incentive To Holy Living.

Nozh could not behold that sign in the sky without realizing that Ged loved
him, and had been gracious to him, ard that he ought to continue to trust
God and obey Him. The purpose of the rainbow was to remind redeemed men of
their duty to God. The cross should likewise be an incentive to holiness,
for all believers, It should remind uws of God's grace, and how He saved us
through faith, from the awful judgment we deserved, and delivered us through
the death of His Son to security and pesce. It should remind us that we
ought not to live to please ourselves, but to live to please Him who loved
us, It should remind us that God has saved us that we might walk before
Him and fear Him and homor Him in all things.

It Is A Constant Source Of Comfert,
Every time Nosh saw the rainbow in the sky he was reminded anew of God's
love, and reassured of God's announced purpcse %o bless him and his family,

The cross should be a source of comfort and a ground of rejoieing to all
believers, It reminds us that God, who loved us enough to give His Son
for us, will not withhold any other blessing He has promised for our growth
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in grace, However, the rainbow was not a source of comfort until Nosh
and his family had escaped judgment by means of the ark. Likewise, the
cross is mesningless until we believe God and obtain deliverance from
judgment through faith in the sacrifice of Christ upon the cress.

Perhaps the clowds which infest our skies the most frequently are the
followingt =
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The eloud of sin.

There is a rainbow of cleanszng for every clouwd of sin. "I have blotied
out, as a thick cloud, thy transgressiocns, and, as a cloud, thy sins:
return wnto me; for I have redeepmed thee.? Isaiah L£be22.

The cloud of sorrow.

There is a rainbow of comfort for every cloud of sorrow. God does not
prevent the clouds of serrow from easting their shadows over the lives
of His owm. But He dces promise to spar the elouds with the rainbow
of His unfailing presence. "I will not leave you comfortless: I will
ecome to you." John 14:18,

The cloud of judgment.

Over this sinmning world hangs God's cloud of righteous judgment. TYet,
in thet ecloud is the rainbow of saving grace for all who come to Him by
way of the cross. As long as Jesus remains in the presence of God, all
believers are safe from destruction. "Werily, verily, I say unto you,
He that heareth my word, and believeth on Him that sent me, hath ever-
lasting life and shall not come into condempation; but is passed from
death unto life.® John 5:24. We are saved from wrath through Him.

If we believe that Christ died as a God appointed saérifiee for our sins,
then the cross is to us what the rainbow was to Noah, namely,

1.

2.

3.
b
5.

4 token of unconditional covenant, which reguires nothing on our part
but faith.

4 token of perpetuml covenant, which will never by cancelled or changed
or superseded,

A bridge between earth and heaven.
An incentive to holy living.

i constant source of comfort.

But if we refuse to believe what God says about judgment, and fail to put
our faith in Christ, whe died to save us, the cross will not bring anmy
confort to our hesrts in this life or in the life to come.



