THE FALL OF MAN
Genesis 3

The third chapter im Genesis is one eof the most impertant im the Bible,
Here ave the foundations mpen which rest many of the cardinal doctrines
of our faith. Here we trace back te their source many of the rivers of
divine truth. Here is the beginning of the great drama which is being
enacted on the stage of human history and which is not completed. It is
here that we find the divine explanatior of the present fallem and ruined
condition of our race. Hers we learm about the subtle devices of our
enemy, Satan. Here we behold the utter powerlessness of man te walk in
the path of righteousness when the divine grace is withheld from him.
Here we discover the spiritual effects of sin--mants seeking to flee frem
God, Here we discern the attitude of God toward the guilty sinner. We
learn about the universal tendency of human nature to cover its own moral
shame by a device of man's handiwork. Here we are tanght of the gracious
provision which God has made to meet our great need. We are also taught
that man cannot approach God except threough a mediator.

In the midst of the garden which "the Lord God planted eastward im Eden,™
God placed twe trees: the tree of life and the tree of the kmnowledge of
good and evil. The fruit of the latter tree gave insight into matters
beyond what God knew to be best for man. Of the frait of this one tree,
man was ferbidden to eat om pain of death. In leve God warmed of the
penglty which weuld be incurred if His prohibitien was vielated.

From the necessity and nature of the case this single restriction was
placed upon mant?s liberty. Man is a responsible being and, as suchk, subject
to the divine govermment. There was no ether reasen why the fruii of '
this tree should not have been eaten except for the plain command of God,

I. The Tempter.

How long Adam and Eve remained in a sinless state it is impossible
_te say. Conjecture is useless and vain. While Adam and Eve were
enjoving their wonderful surroundings, they became acquainted with
a very beautiful animal called the serpent. At that time the serpent
did not resemble the writhing and ugly reptile which bears that name
teday. It is net at all surprising that Satan selected one of the
‘most beagutiful animals as a medium of temptation. He indwelt the body
of the serpent and msed it as a vehicle of expression as he appreoached
and tried te cerrupt the ecreation which God had made in His own image.
The serpent was merely a tecl in the hands of Satan whe tried to
thwart the purposes of God and to reb man of his blessedness.

Satan is introduced without aany word of explasnation concerning his
previcus histery. From this third chapter of Genesis we learm what

is the sphere of his activities, the methed of his approach and the
form of his temptations. The religious or spiritual realm is the sphere
of his operations. His chief aim is to get between the soul and Ged,

to estrange man's heart from his Maker, agnd to inspire comnfidence in
himself., .

In his work Satan indwells or uses some being. He is a spirit. That
accounts for the fact that he uses some being to accomplish his purpeses.

He has to use something or somebody that men gan see; thez cannot see
a spirit. He frequently uses a Christian. If he does net use a person,
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he uses an animal. Here he used a serpent. He has used a dog, a
cat or a bat in a meeting house,

The Temptatioen.

It is interesting to note hew Satan made his apprecach te Eve in order
te get her to disobey God's explicit command. He approached her when
she was alone. The serpent excited her curiosity by speaking to

her., He raised a suspicion zbeunt Ged by the questien whiech he put

to her, "Yea, hath God said, Ye shall not eat of every tree of the
garden?®. Thus he sowed the seed of broken cenfidence in God's Werd.
He simply sought to decoy her by raising a doubt in her mind, Let

us note the steps in the temptatiom.

1. DBoubt of Ged's goodness. Genesis 3:1.
It was as if the serpent had said, "Is it really true that Ged has
restricted you frem the use of every tree in this delightful place?
Are you guite sure that you are not mistaken?7®

As to Ged, Satan's first insinuatien was that He was uafair. His
remark implied that if God had really loved them He would not have
restricted them in this manner. He further impliied that for ne
justifiable reason God had made ' difference between the fruits

of the garden and was deliberately withholding the best from the
use of Adam and Eve, He was imsimuating that Ged was withheolding
something from them that would be benefiecial to them, and that

He did net wanil them toc have a3ll the good things thalt were coming
te them.

When God placed Adam and Eve in the garden, He emphasized the liberty
with whieh He invested them. 90f every tree of the gardem then
mayest freely eat® save one, But whea Satan spoke, he concealed

the privileges and harped on the single prohibition. Keepiag

out of sight what Ged had done for them, the umnumbered gifts and
proofs of love everywhere, the serpent fixed on the one thing

denied and brought it forward in a way calculated to awakem hard

and evil thoughts in the mind of Eve.

2. DBistortion of God's Word. Genesis 3:2-3.
By her answer Eve clearly revealed that the poisen of doubt whiech
Satan had injected inte her mind was beginning tec do its deadly
work. She exaggerated the severity of the prehibition and mimimized
the danger of transgression. She spoke as if God were a hard master
and a lenient judge.

In this connection, it is well for each of us to remember this
threefold principle and be guided thereby in our study of the .
Bible: '

(1) Take nothing from it.

(2) Add nething te it.,

{3} Change nothing in i%.

Eve made the foolish mistake of doing all three of these things.
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(1) She took frem the Werd of God. _
God had said, "0f every tree of the garden thoum mayest freely
eat® save one; but Eve omitted "freely® thus making God to
appear less bountiful than He was, "Ye shall mnot diminish
from the word which I command you®? (Deuteronomy 4:2).

{2) She added to the Word of Geod.
God had said ef the tree of the knewledge of goed and evil:
"Thou shalt not eat of it." But in her reply to Satan,; Eve
deeclared that God had alsc said: ®Neither shall ye touch it®
which He had'mot. "Add thowm not umto his words, lest he repreve
thee, and thou be found a liar® (Preverbs 30:6).

{3) She changed the Word of Geod. 7
. God had said: "In the day that thou eatest thereef, theun shalt
surely die®: but when Eve gueted the words of warning she
said: "Neither shall ye touch it lest ye die®™ and by deoing so
changed an absolute certainty irto a mere pessibility.

Thus Eve disparaged her privileges by misqguoting the terms of

the divine permission as to the other trees, overstated the restriction
by misguoting the divine prohibitiorn and underrated her obligatiens

by misguoting the divine pemnalty.

Denial of God!'s warning. Genesis 3:4.

Satan observed that the pernicious seed had taker reot in Eve's
heart and she had really begun te guestien the leve of God. But,
net being content with sowing the seed of doubit, Satam prepagated
a lie by saying, "Ye shall not surely die.® He proposed only a
slight change--just the one word "not" to be inserted--%ye shall
net swurely die.? Here is a splendid illustration of the clever
way in which Satan works. He first gets people to doublt Gedls
veracity, and then he gets them to dispute His word. Whem he
gets them to doubt he has them in his grasp.

Peception as to the consequences. Genesis 3:5.

In addition to the perversion of truth, and the imnjection of an
vnholy ambitiom inte the heart of the tempted, Satan got her employed
in an occupatien which was wromg. He teek her mind away from God

and got it occupied with sinful pleasure. This is always disastrous.
Nothing will get a persocr into sin any guicker than to get his eyes
off the Lerd and om self. '

Having insisted that God had cheated her out of life's highest
privileges, Satan appealed to Evel!s pride by promising her twe
things provided she would eat of the forbidden fruit: that her
eyes would be opened, and that she would be as a god, in that she
wonld know goed and evil, In this temptation there was an appeal
to the physical, the aesthetic, and the intellectual, She looked
at the fruit, and it appealed to her as something good to eat. She
beheld its appearance, and it appealed to her eyes. She thought
of what it would accomplish in making her wise. By disobedience
she came te know goed without the power to do it; and evil without
the power to resist it. She was deceived. In her case we see how
disobedience presented itself, and justified itself te her. She
judged of the tree and its fruit emtirely in the li%ht of what tge
serpent had said and mot at all in the light of_wh Cod %ad said,
How solemn is all this! How often we reason ourse.ves into
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helieving that wrong is right! When Cod and His goodness are left
out, the sight of the eyes and the judgment of the mind are sure
to be wrong.

I1I., The Transgression.

Evel!s temptation was threefold. There was the lust of the flesh--
"good for food¥--the appeal te the physical nature; there was the
lust of the eye--Ppleasant to the eyesW--the appeal te the aesthetic
nature; and there was the pride of life--"tree tc be desired to make
one wiseW--the appeal to the intellectual nature. Beyond these three
things Satan has nothing to offer a man. ‘

Having heard Satan's falschood and concluded that God had dealt a little
unjustly with them, Eve decided to disobey Him and partake of the
forbidden fruit. Of her own veolition she made the choice and therefore
stood guiliy befere God. ‘

When Eve sinned by eating the forbidden fruit, she went immediately and
influenced Adam to do likewise. How true to 1life that ist Oh, that
Godts people were as zealeus to get other Christians to do right as
sinners are to get others to Jjoin them in their sin. ' '

While Eve was beguiled and sinned under deception; Adam ginned, as we

say, with his eyes open, He knew what he was deing, and with purpose
linked his destiny with that of his wife, while he ecast the blame of

his act on God, saying, "The woman whom thou gavest to he with me, she
gave me of the tree, and I did eat.® Genesis 3:12. Adam was far more
inexcusable than she, because he acted intelligently as well as veluntarilj
He knew what he was doing. His sin also had a far more impoertant connectic
with the human race than the sin of Eve., The man, and not the woman,

was to be the head and the representative of the race. We are therefore
told that "by one man sin entered inlo the world® (Romans 5:12}; ané

that "in Adam all die® (I Corinthians 15:22}.



