I& GOD THROUGH WiITH THE JiEWS?
Gepegis 1Y:31-5

Wnen & minister of the gosnel of Christ ventures to soesk to a Gentile audience on the
Jewish guestion, & certein smount o»f vrejudice iz meturslly aroused. Bubt, an understanding
of the Jew in pronhecy, end of God's vlan for Israel throughout the ages, constitute a
necesgsary key to learning Cod's vpurvoses for &ll the necnies from Adem te the end of time,

g thet of lsrael., Her past, present and

future record is fcund in the ﬁéra of God BJ iicsl vrovhecy is history pre-written.

The importance of the Jew and his effect upon society are recognized and understoed by
the Bible student, whereas the average person ovbzerves him gs somewhat of a necessary
evil, or a misfit in society, or an excellent scaperoat for whatever 1lls may arisze, or
perhaps all fthree together., I iz important Tor us to understand the Jew because he is
God's time-piece of the'fw(;“E cr Godlg blueprint of what Fe will do with all the other
nations wnder ziven cirecumstances.

The history of the Jewish race ls without parsliel in the ammals of time. The Jews sare
remarkable for their . antiguity. Ho natien can trace back its lineage by the clear light
of reliable history as far asz they. For more then four thousand years, amid all eiviliza-
tions and countries, and under all types of govermment, there has existed a distinet
peopls, with lsws, © ga;%% and customs distinctly their own, Ho people have ever had such
menifest and visible tokens of the "Divine Presence.” For them the Red Sea was driven
back and the Jordan was parted. They were mirsculously Ted in the wilderness, and divinely
sheltered and guided by the pillar of cloud and fire. 7The preservation of the Jewish
veople is the "Mirascle of Higtory.® Vhén Frederichk the Great asked the ecourt vreacher,

or chaplain, for an unanswerable orocf of the insniration of the Bible, he replied, "The
Jew, your Majesty."

God made a covenant with Abreham in which He promised him and his seed the land of Canzan.
"And the Iord saild upte Abram, sfter that Iot was severated from him, 1ift up now thine
eyes, and look from the plsce where thou art n@?%%mawﬁg and southward, ard esstward, and
weetward: For all the land which thou seest, to thee will I give it, and to thy seed for
ever® (Genes$s 13:14-15). lemember that thzs unoonditicnal grant was mzde to the seed

of Abraham before he had any. Moreover, it was given to them for am everlasting possession.

Izter this covenant was reszffirmed, OF it we resd, "In the same day the Iord made &
covenant with Abram, saying, Unte thy seed have T given this land, from the river of Fgypt -
unte the great river, the river Fuvhrates™ (Cenesis 15:12). 8o far as God was concerned,
it was already dene, for He rlalniy gaid, "hto thy seedl have I given thig lamd.™ It

was in the past tense, but Ebrahem ss yet had no seed to whom God could give the land.

But with God it was all settle&? even though the seed was still to be born, I you will
note the boundaries of this tract of land, yeu will observe that it embraced far more

than the 1ittle country of Palestine a8 we knrow it ltoday. This territory which God gave

to Abraham and his seed is kpown in the Bible =z Canassn. This tract extended from the

Nile River in Egypt to the Mediterrsnean Sea in the west, thence northward to the country
of Iran and the Euphrates River. "in the same dsv the Iord made a covenant with Abram,
saying, Unic thy seed have I given this land, from the river of Egypt unto the grealt river,
the river Euphrates! (Genesis 15:18). So vou mec Canssn is the promised land, and Palestine
is only a part of i%,

In this unbreaksble and everlssting covenant of grace, God promised to the seed of Abrahsm
the entire lsnd of Cansan as thalr possession Torever. In history, this nstien of Israel
posgessed only a fracticon of this oromised laﬁﬂy hut in provhesy God tells ve they will

at gome fubture time posseses snd inhablt all of i%@ never te be driven owt agein. Dotil
the nations recogniwe this covensrnt God made with Abrahram, the sclution to the problems .
in the Middle East will never be found. Ultimately Cod is going te fulfill every cr
o;tthatdcovenant which He made, for a covenant of grace can never be broken, annulle

set azide.
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Is order ito emphasize the absolwte ceriainty of His Word, God gave the promise of the seed
and of the land to Abraham seven times., In Gepesis 12 and I3 God said, "I will give this
land." TIn chapter 15 He said, "Unito thy seed heve I given this land." But Abraham had
no seed as yet. He wag still childliess and advancing in years, and still God said, "into
thy seed have I given thisg lsnd."™ &s far ss God was concerned it was already done. In
the mind of God it was alresiy accomnlished, for God has no past and ne fwbure, but lives
in the eternal present. With CGod all things are in the present, for He cannot change.
When He promises, it is as good as dome. There is never any question as to whether or
not He will keep His Word. :

In repeating His covenant with fbrshem, God gave the term during which He would give the
land of Canaan to Abraham's seed. It is te be forever. ™And I will establish my covenanit
between me and thee znd thy seed after thee im their gemeralions for an sverlasting
covenant, to be a God unto thee, and to thy seed afier thee. And I will give unto thee,
and to thy seed after thee, the land wherein thou art a stranger, all the land of Canaan,
for an everlasting possession; snd I will be their CGod,¥ (Genesis 17:7-8),

Abrasham was geventy years of age, and Sarsh, his wife, was sixty, when Cod called him teo

go to Cansan. At these advanced apes God promised to give them a son, a seed whose
descendants should be as the very sand of the seashors, Years passed by and this promise
was unfulfilled. Mearmuhile, Ssrah suszgested to Abrahenm that he have an helr by her Egyptian
handmaid, whose tieme was Hopar. Their som, Ishwacl, wes born when Abrsham was eighty-six
vears of age. Isage was born to Abraham and Tersh when they were one hundred and ninety
years of age respectively.

Then, a real problem arose. For thirteen years Icshmael had been the only son of Abrahan
in the tent. When Isaac came, the battle was on and it has never ceased. Issac was the
progenitor of the nation of Israel. Ishmael was the progenitor of the Arab nations as
we know them toduy. They were boih sons of Abraham, and therefore half-brothers. On
the basis of God's ¢ovenant to Abrsham, both the Jews and the Arabs claim possession of
the Jand which God gave to the seed of Abreham, Since both claim to be the seed of
Abraham, and both lay claim to the possession of the land, this is the basic preblem

in the stregesle in the Middle Fast today.

Automatically the cuestion srises now, I& the covensnt which God made with Abraham to
include both Ishmael and Isaac, or cne or the other? God answered that question very
clearly and wmistakably. UPAncd God said, Sarsh thy wife shall bear thee a som indeed;

and thou shalt call his name Tsazcr and I will establish my covenant with him for anm
everlasting covenant, and with his seed after him, #&nd as for Ishmael, I have heard thee:
Behold I have blessed him, 2nd will make him fruitful, and will multiply him exceedingly;
twelve prinees shall he beget, and I will make him a great nation. But my covenant will

I establish with Isazc, which Sarch shall bear wnbe thee at this set time in the next
vear® (Gemesis 17:19-21). Cod did not recognize the son of the concubine as the seed in
any sense whatsoever., Therefore, Isaac was the ouly one who was recognized in the covenant
concerning the land, so Ishmeel had %o go. HNow thalt Isaasc had entered the tent of Abrahan,
Tshmael had tc be banished from the presence of his father., The tent was too smell To
contain both Tsasc and Tshmeel, One or the other had to go. Compromise was impossible.

Because of his attachment to his son Ishmsel, Abrahsm requested that he might takg the
place of the covenant son and be the sole heir. He said, "0 that Ishmael wight Yive before
thee® {Genesis 17:18).

What a picture of the situation in Canaan todsy! The sons of Ishmael, the Arabs, ha?e
lived in Csnaan for centuries, just as Ishmael had been in the tent before Isaac arrived.
Then came the sons of Isasc, the nation of Israel, a few years ago, and begsn to settle
the iand and establish their ancient system of government in the land of Canaan, and the
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struggle immediately began. That land cannot cortein both Tesac and Ishmael, Jews and
Arabs, any more than the temt of ibreham could.. Ume or the other must go, and God says
that Ishmael must go. Tt was with Isssc that God made Fis covenant, and so the struggle
today is the same one which we ssw in Abraham's ‘tent. FRemember, the nation of Israel is
the seed of Abraham through Isasc, and the Arsbe are the seed of Abrabsm through Ishmasl,
but the land was given by covensni to Iseac end not to Ishmael, to the Israeli and not
to the Arabs.

Peace in the tent of Abrasham depewnded upon his obedience to God's command. There could
not be any peace while Ishmeel snd Tessce were tomether, WNothing but strife and contention
could result, and peace could only e restored bw the banishment of Ishmael from the tenmt,
leaving Isaac ag the sole posseszor. Ishmael, *Hevesere, was sent away, and became &
nation of nomades, desert dwellers and wanderer

For centuries the descendamts of Islhmael have dwelt in Palestine, but a few years ago

the descendants of Isadc arrived, wiih the rebturn of thousands of Jews, and there followed
the rebirth of the natien, Sigﬂifnﬁ)“tly called “Ierasl." Their coming was vigoremsly
oppesed by the soms of Ishmesl. ALpainst greatly superior numbers and hmmanly insurmountable
odds, Israel was in part victorious, and pained possession of a part of the land, but

only a part. On May 14, 1948, it wss declared & sovereign nation as an 1ﬂdehendent Jewlsh
Republic, uoon the termination of the British Msndste over Palestine. HNone of us ean
evaluate the imporiance of this evernt.

Acting contrary to the stery of ibrahem's temt, the United Nations soumght to solve the
problem of the tenmsion and fighting between the Jews and the Arabs by suggesting a compromise,
dividing the tent of Abrsham, the land of Palestine, into sections, ome for each group.

A 1ine has been drawm right through the city of agtusalem, go that on one side live the
descendants of Isaac, and on the cther side Iive the descendants of Ishmsel. According

to the Word of Ged, this arrancemeni can never succeed. It is a perfect set-up for border
clashes, There is only ome solulion that will ever prove satisfactory, and that is the

Arabs must go. How long the present situatlieon will last we do not know. How soon sirife
will flare up and perhsps csuse a full-scale war we do not know. One thing we do know

ie that in the end Isrsel wilil be given full and complete possessior of the land. As certainly
ag the sun continues to shine,; Isrsel will wilimetiely nossess the land., The key to world
veace is the land of Palestine, and the ¢ity of Jeorusslem. 2&s long as Israel is not glven
full and exclusive pessession of her land, there can be no peace. Intil peace iz restored

in the tent of Abrgham in the lend of Eﬁlestlne, the world's tension will contimme, and

it will contimae to be the scene of strife and viclence. Thers has not been any peace

in Palestine since Israel took over pert of Jerussiem. Scarcely a week has paszed without
some border incident.

GConecerning Israel 's final restoration in the land of Cansan we read: fipd T will bring
again the captivily of my people of Israel, and they shall build the waste cities, and
inhabit them; and they sghall plant v1neyards, and Grink the wine thereof; they shall also
make gardens, and eat the fruit of them. And I will plamt them wupon their land, and they
shall po more be pulled out of their land which T have given them, saith the Iord thy
God" (Ames 9:14-15), The Jews will retwrn to the land to he settled permanently, and
never asgain be plucked oubt. God will keep His promises. He will yet regather the mation
of Isrsel and establish them in thelr land and meke Jerusalem and Palestine the praise

of all the earth, instead of the sitorm-center of dissension, sitrife and hatred.

Begimning with the miracle of God's calling Abraham in grace, and the miracle of Isaac's
birth, the whole history of the nation has been asccompanied with miracles all aleng the

way. Thousands of years ago God said that Israel was an eternal nation, never to perish,

and never to lose her identity., This could not be possible with any other nation. When
other peoples leave thelr homeland and migrate to other countries, it is but & few generations
agathevihave lost their identity. They are scon assimilated. But not se with the remﬂant

of Isrse
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¥hy did God raise up the Jewish race and establish the nation of Isrsel?

IT.

1. That Israel might reaffirm and teach that there ig but ene God.

2. That she might be a repository for His truih on this earth.
The Jews were Lo be the writers, preservers and transmitters of the Holy Seripbures.
To them were commiltted the Yoracles of God,M

3. That God throuvgh them might give the werld a Savicur.
Israelnwas to be the channel for the coming of the Redeemer.

4e That stael-mighﬁ be a national witness for God before the other nations.
5. That throuvgh Israel Fe might save the world from moral decay.
The Heritage Of The Jews.

1, God gave the Jews a law. : _
That law covered every detail of 1ife. WMosés warned the psople that if they
disobeyed God's law snd fovsook Him they would be scattered over the world, and
would be pergecuted wherever they went., "Wou will T scatter among the nations,
and I will draw out the sword after you." Teviticus 26:33.

2. God gave the Jews a land.
It was a prosperous land. Tt was so fertile that it produced three crops in

rotation, and in some cases five,

3. God gave the Jews a Iord,
He was Jesws Christ. He came to Tis own first.

Whet did the Jews do with their heritege? They defied the law, defiled the land, and
denied the Iord. o

The Hatred OF The Jews.

They have been banished {rom various netioms. They have been shamefully treated,
ruthlessly plundered, sbominebly abused, diabolicelly fcrtured, and barbarously
martyred.

Why does Satan arnd his follewers hate the Jews?

1. DBecause of their peculiarities.,
He retains his identity., He doesn't intermarry with others, exeent in very rare
cases, and then trouvble usually results. People dislike those who hold themselves

aloof.

2. Because of their prosperity. -

If they didn't have any money, others would not pay then any attention. They are
censured because they are successful. OSome cannot stand to see others prosper.
Huch hatred of Jews is due to jealousy. They have achieved a greater percentage
of success than others. 7They lead in many professicns, medicine, science, mysie,
literature, business. Merchant sitting by Jew on train said, "They won't allow
Jews to live in the village where I live." Jew replied, "Exactly: that's why it
is a viliage,"

No nation has given to world such a large number of great men; such a man of faith

as Abraham: leader and lewgiver as Moses; statesman as Joseph in Eoypt and Deniel
in Bebylen; king as Davids; provhets as Tsaieh, Jeremiah, Ezekiel and PDariels man



as the Man of Galilee.

But God still Joves the Jews. YHe iz far from being through with them. He will certainly
take care of the Jews and awverce those who mistrest them. He has warned all who despises
and persecutes the Jews that they will be punished. ¥He knows all sbout the sins of the
Jews, but He says to us Gentiles: "Keep your hands of ¥ ny peovle~~I shell de all the
vunishing.® God is preserving the Jews, not beecsusze of thelr worthiness, bub because He
made a covenant with Abrsham, lsasc srnd Jacob that He would surely keep them, and God
always keeps FHis promises. He siwavs stands by Yis werd,




