WHAT A VWORLD!
Genesis 1:1-28

What a werld! What a werld fer pecple! What a world fer yeu! Im it is everything
foer your well-being, yeur enjoyment, and your use! Everyiking all set fer the geod
life!

Semething happened somewhere aleng the way. You ceme upen & spet in quiet hill
ceuntry where a clear stream used te flew. Pellution got se bad that new it stinks.
People in the neighberhoed cemplain of imbestimal upsets frem drinking the water.

in that area the gevermment had te step in, take nine of its tewnships te court, and
ebtain an injunctien: these mine communities mmst net issue any mere building per-
mits until they have an adegquate sewage treatment plant.

Seme of us remember lakes where swimming used to be a joy. New all that meets the
eye is a green swath of algae, the cancersus growth of water pellutien. Aleng the
shere is a sign that has been planted firmly. It reads: *Unsafe fer swimming by
erder of the Department ef Health.' In ene of the natienal parks inr the United States
there is a sign: "Pelluted water! Ne swimming er wading!¥ - Natienmal Park Pelice.

It was one of these hot, humid, stuffy, uncemfortable days. A meterist was approach-~
ing a large metrepelitan area, listeming teo the radie. A special bulletin came ever
the air ammouncing: “Air pellutien is new at the danger level due te an atmespheric
inversien conditien, You are urged net te use carben memexide preducing machines un-
less abselutely necessary. There is te be ne burning ef garbage, and industries are
urged te keep fuel censumption at 3 minimum until the danger is past,” and it was
signed by the mayer of the city.

Kow, whe is causing all this treuble, anyway? It is net Ged, altheugh seme people
are trying te look areund fer ways in which te blame Him for this tee. If they
could blame God fer the sifuation in the weorld, and selve the pellutien problem at
the same time, they weuld think that they had k:l.lleel twe birds with ene stene.

But I want te tell you semething. Ged is not the pmblem. People are. Peeple have
pelluted human relatienships in much the same way they have pelluted the aimesphere
and the envirenmenmt, They just de what cemes naturally, and the result is pellutien.
This sign weuld be apprepriate almest anywhere: "Jarning: pellution ef human re-
lationships at the danger level due to peiseneus attitudes.® Ne matter what you talk
sbeut, the peisen is there, whether it is family, business, law enfercement, religien,
or just the community itself. In fact the werd commuamity has beceme almest a jeke,
because there is very little uwnity im it.

Out of the geedness and grace of His heart, Ged gave this werld te man. And what a
world it is! Preef that it is a wonderful werld is indeed abundant when we take
nete of the chirping of the birds outside eur bedreom windows at the break of day,
the fragrance of the many beautiful flewers wafted in en the merning breeze, the
flsecy clouds changing frem one celer te another in the early dawn. Then there are
the fertile valleys stretching far in the distance with all their excellent creps,
and the hupdreds of beautiful hills with the thousands of cattle grazing upen them.
The quiet lakes, the rippling rills, the rushing rivers, the restless seas, the
mighty ferests, the tewering mountains, the glerious sunset, the silvery moon, the
twinkling stars -~ all speak to us of the pewer and geedness eof Ged which are mani-
fested fer our goed and His glory. Ged's Werd tells man to use this werld, rule
ever it, manage it, and develepe it. He has given what He has made to mam.
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Tt would have beem imteresting amd inferming te kmew hew man would have used Ged's
goed world if man had never beceme pelluted and a pelluter at the same tiee.

If man had never become selfish, thinking mesily about himself and fergetting abeutl
God and ethers; if man were net contimually en the defemsive, baring his teeth teward
Ged and clemching his fists teward his neighbers. It is safe to say, hewever, that
the "develepment® of the werld would have had an entirely different leok:under these
circumstances where man was doing what he was supposed te de frem what it is today.

Han is the problem, and net the werld. It is the one preblem people don't want te
face. We start talking abeut ecolegy, which has become the "in" word of our time.
Actually, what we have to talk about is ourselves, and what il means te be a man in
God's werld. If we overleeok that, we can talk abeut ecelegy until we are biue in the
face, and mething will happen.

In Merseille, France, a pair of big alumimum refineries each day discharge six
thousand bens of red sediment into the Mediterranean Sea. Though eighly per cent of
it funpels inte a deep tremch, the remainder settles elsewhere on the bettem. "The
problem,” says famed Freach marine bielegist, Alain Bewbard, "is that this waste,
theugh net texic in itself, blankets amd kills all living things. Hereover, this is
an area where it is essemtial te have living water te purify the sewage of Harseille.”®

NI
*

Seme ecelegists fear that pellutien ef the atmesphere will prevent the earth from
radiating heat, and that the temperature ef the planet will warm up, the ice caps
will melt, oceans will rise by sixty feet, drowning the world's coastal cities.

Other ecelogists fear that the sun's rays will net be able te gel through the pelliunted
atmosphere, and that the temperature of the planet will drep. Even now about thirty-—
one per cent of the werld's surface is covered by low cleuds. Inmcreasing this cever-
ing te thirty-six per cent through pollution weuld drep the temperature abeut feur
degrees Centigrade —- enough te start a return te the ice age. In other werds, ne

one really knews what might happen.

The reseurces eof this earth are being used up on a predigal scale, anl the waste
problem is tremendous. In seventy years of life, the average American uses iwenty-
six millien gallens of water, twenty-one thousand gallens eof gaseline, ten theusand
peunds of meat, twenty-eight theousard peunds ef milk and cream, as well as eight
theousand dollars worth of scheel buildings, six theousand dellars werth ef clething,
and seven theusand dellars werth eof furmiture. The result of massive preductiem is
massive filth. Every year Americams junk seven milliem cars, ome hundred millien
tires, twenty millien tems of paper, twenty-eight billien betiles and ferty-eighb
billien cams. Just te cellect the garbage cests twe billien and eight hundred milliem
deliars a year.

Every year United States plants discard one hundred sixty-five millien tens of selid
waste and gush one hundred seveaty-twe millien tens ef smeke and fumes inte the air.
Chemicals have replaced manure as fertilizers, amd pollution is everywhere. The
detergents we use to clean become the means fer killing life when they pour eut of
the sewers inte the streams.

In Jamwary, 1970, Newsweek said: "Seen from the black depths of space, the earth is
a levely blue and white strippled island in the archipelage of the planets. It is
wnigue, with its surface wetted by water, cushioned by greenery and fanned by air.
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Clese up, the earth —— and particularly that part of the land mass eccupled by ihe
United States — presents a far differemt picture. Fer exampls, fishermen in
Colerade cast fer trout ameng the beer cans and the debris filling inte the Eagle
River frem an open dump on the bank; American wemen carry im their breasts milk

that has anywhere from three to ten times mere ef the pesticide DDT than the federal
government allows in dairy milk fer human censumptien; the Cuyahega River in Ohie is
so everrun With velatile industrial discharges that last summer it caught fire and
burned twe railread trestles. Such is the heme of the mest technically advanced
pepulation en earth.”

There is nothing cemplicated abeut this picture. It is as plain as the nese on yeur
face. There is nething cemplicated abeut what the Bible has te say regarding man

and the werld. Ood made this werld ef eurs. He made it fer the benefit of man. He
made an imtelligent being to deal intelligently with the werld of things created feor
‘his benefit. We have net been very imtelligent. Our lack of imtelligence is matched
oxly by our lack of insight regarding our ewn nature. We den't see earselves as we
are, because we simply refuse te see God as He is, If we rule Ged out of the picture,
we become a bunch ef bleckheads eurselves.

The preblem is net complicated at all. The preblem is man. Immediately after Eve
and Adam sinned they had a sense of gwilt and shame. Their eyes were opened, and they
became conscious of the shame asseciated with fheir wrongdeing. Having beceme cenh~
sclous ef their shame, Adam and Eve at once endeavered te hide it by making for them-
selves aprens of {ig leaves. They tried te hide frem Ged. Sin has always caused
peeple to try te run away er teo flee frem Ged. Ged came and said, "Where art theu?¥
Adam was unsble te hide frem the all-seeing eye of God. ILater, Cain arese and slew
his ewn brother and then he fled. After his encounter with Ged, Cain said: "This
day frem thy face shall I be kid; and I shall be a fugitive and 2 vagabend in the
earth.” Then the Bible says, "Cain went eub frem the presence of Ged.”

let me ask you this guestien: Why, why all this restlessmess in human life? There
is enly ome amswer; it is sin. Why is humanity in anguish today? Sin is the answer.
Why is it that people are desperate to escape themselves and the demands of life?
There is emly eme answer, and it is sin. The Bible says: "Your iniquities have -
separated between you and your God, and yeur simns bave hid his face from you."! There
is a confremtatien with God that you and I cannet escape im this life or in the life
e come. Run as fast as yeu want te, go as far as yeu care, but you cimnol get away
frem God's view.

There are net many signs that mam is willimg te change. He wants te keep en deing
what he is deing, all the while timkering areund with semething called ecology.

T den't care where you are living, it is a pelluted place. All ef us have helped
te make it se. We are peeple, and we are pelluters. We are peliuted eurselves, and
we peliute others. We pellute the things we use, and we pellute the beautiful amd
wenderful werld that God has made. This is the situatien, and we are net making a
mountain out of a melehili.

If a man will met change, he must be changed. HNe ameunt of legislatien is geing te
do that. Laws can keep peeple within certain beunds, preventing them frem destrey-
ing themselves teday or temerrew, bul ne law will preveal a man from destroying him-
self eventually, if that is what he wants te de. If law wen't change a mam, what
will? Only Ged can change & man, and only Ged will.
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Here we get at the heart of semething really big. This is net just talk, 1like some
of the palaver that we hear in the name of ecelegy. I am talking about Ged Whe made
this werld, and what a werld it is! That same God, met willing te see His werld go
down the drain at the hands ef man, sent His Son to be a real man just like us. He
was 2 real man, like us and yet very differemt from us. He was a real man,Ged's man,
thinking as Ged's men can be expected te think, and acting as Ged's men are suppesed
te act. He knew His Father, and He was cbedient as the Son ef the Father. With all
the autherity eof Ged at His command Jesus Christ was a medest and humble man. He
did net parade His pewer and He was net intent on serviag Himself. The Sen of Man,
He said, came net te be served but te serve, amnd to give His life a ransem fer the
masses of peeple who de not care abeut anything but themselves.

The Senm of God laid His life on the line for Ged!'s werld which had gene wreng. He
laid down His life as a real and willing sacrifice fer all of those selfish and sin~
ful peeple, people like us, who think enly ef themselves. He paid the price for owr
sins, for that is what we have beem deing all of our lives, mamely, sinming against
Ged, simning against one anether, and sinming against ocurselves. This is sin anrd
there is ne getting away frem it. Jesus Christ teck the pain and punishment of s=in
inte His own heart when He died.

One of Christ's men said, "The bleed of Jesus Christ, Ged's Sem, cleanseth us frem
all sin.® You sheuld believe that. There is enly ene hope for the werld and that is
God's Sen. He died for you, and was raised frem the dead with pewer. He commands
faith, the kind that causes a persen te follew Him and te do His will.

His way may be entirely differemt frem the ome im which yesu have been going, but it
is the only way. It is a complete changsever frem yeur way te His way. Faith in
Christ is not just saying the right things, and then geing on deing as you please.
Real faith in Him causes you be fellew Christ. If yeu weuld fellow Him, ferget your-
self, take up the cress, and fellew Him.

What a world! Ged gives it te be used, but se many abuse it. God summons His child-
ren te live rightesusly, and manywlk in unrighteous ways. effers to rehabilitate
them, and they refuse te allow Him te de so. Ged sent His Sem, but men killed Him.
Ged raised Him frem the dead, but men rejected Him. God extends His recemciling hand,
but they treat Him as an enemy. The Sen says, "Come unte Me”, and they go their ewn
way instead.

What 2 werld! Now we are having eur faces rubbed inte it and all ef us can see. The
atmesphere is polluted, the envirenment is peliuted, and bumsnity is pelluted. We
can see it. New, there has got te be a change. The enly pessibility ef any real
change in people is im Jesus Christ. Thal is the way that a change eccurs, namsely,
threugh faith in Christ Who alene has the power te save and te tramsferm.

What a world! It is & werld in which Christ lives in the hearts of seme. Im Him,
peeple and things fit tegether again. He is the Savieur ef these whe believe. Re-
ceive Him inte yeur heart, and enthrene Him in yeur life. Accept ihe fergiveness
which He previded and which He offers te you and enjey a new life in Him. What a
werld in Christ for yeu! Help to make it what God wants it te be fer yeu. Faith in
Christ really werks. Eanjey the new life which He gives yeu, and help ether people
te receive it threugh Christ.



