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THE DEATH OF SARAH

This chapter brings befors us Abrsham's supreme sorrow, which was the desth of his beautiful

wife. It also tells us of the purchase of az fisid for s buryingerlsce for her,

She 5., oShe iz the only woman whose age ls recordsd in %he Bivle,
The te the end of any other woman's 1ife go perticulerly sz it

deas In some resgpects Sarah ig the most eubstandihg woman in the
Bible. ricrmed for her, The Apostle Feter inecluded her smong the

holy 1 % {Teter 3:5=56),

Sarah's death lay between a Spirit-guided 1ife on the one hand and an abundant and holy
regurrection on the cther., Her death was that of a believer., Her spiritusl 1ife wss real,
and her faith in the promises of God was stro&go Her desth was that of a life-long compan—
ion. For sixty vesars Sarsh had lived in Canaan with nbraiwmg and with ths excepilmn“ of the
incident hbGJL Hagazr, which was prompted by Sersh, nothing marred the fellowship of these
two as husband andé wife. They give us the pitture of true married life, a husband and wife
united in the Lord snd in sach other in Him,

It was the des ther, Yo Isass the death of Sarsh was a very great loss.  Although

r o
sars of age, he had always lived at home and was the reczplenﬁ of hi

nd the subject of her constant hops and prayers, Genesis 24
t sorrow &t the death of his mother,

it was a death in the home. “he removal of z membey of a Family ot househ
if' that member iz s beloved vwife and mother, causes a vac tale

Sarahfs 1ife come to its d, she not having received the
promigses, bubl having see: 7. The child of God in this sge diess
in the lend of his pilgr soworn oult by long service and old
age, ag in Sarsh's case,

From the words ¥ibrsharn came to mourn for Sarsh® 1t wou e
shments with seps rat ”1QCKS snd

uld
of hey death. It is guite possible that he had two establ ki
herds, one at Beersheba, end the other at Hebron, where Sarah then was. Abrsham's personal
sorrow is reccr in the words, "to weep for her.®

This iz the first cccasion in the Scriptural record of a man's tears, and they are neither
unmanly nor morbid, but the genuine and rightful expression of Abrshem's deepr sorrow on
cecount of the desth of his wife.
Scme people hsve the notlon that we ought not to show sorrow when we sre sorrowful. That
ides is an enemy %o the Spirit of Christ, becguse it leads to heartlessness and bypocrisy.
Hot to sorrew iIs not even humen, but it is disbolical, Tears and sorrow sre the nstural
sccompanimente of death, the more so in the day before Christ, when the hops of resurrec
gseemed remote. Bult the Lord God will swallow up death in ; Wwip ay all
tears from our eyes. Chrisiiansrare told by the Holy Spi the Apostle Faul that
we are to Psorrvow not, even as others who have no hope® (I Thesszloniens 4:13), Faith in
God does not lead us te stoical indifference in the presence of sorrow, albthough it does
”eqtfa' pE: ;?om sorrowing as others who have no hope. It Yneither eredicafss nor reprovesd
sorrow, btut tempers and helleows it and binds up the broken hesrh .t

ead,
ing in prayver by the side o
tes, Bbout a buris
4

w noke © g of Heth, who were the Hitti
Fig desire for s vecting place for ihm body of nis wife iz 2 simple
ony bo the innate feelings sbout the cars of a corpse. The body of his



was preclous to him and was regarded by him and by others as his own property, of which he
was about to tske special and loving care.

Abrshem's statement to the Hittites that "I an g stranger and a sojourner with you® reminds

us that every child of God is a stranger and a sojourner in the world, Abrsham never cou}d

sey that he was at home in Canman, for he had left his home never to find ancther on earth,

The genious of the Spirit of God is to make us pilgrims, consequently there is our continual
mn-at-home-ness in this world.

Abrshem's reqguest for a buriasl-place cerbainly indicates that he intended to stey in the
land of Canaap, and not to return to Mesopotsmia. UWhen Eastern sentiment as te burial with

~

ancestors is remembered, this request for a piece of ground in Oabaan is a striking test
of Abrahamis feith, He was fully assured thst Canasn was the place for him and his descen-
dants; and on this account Sarsh wss to be buried there.

While the whole land was Abrshem's by promise, yet he asked for the privilege of purchasing
the barest necessity of a burying-place. The story of Abrzham's conversation with the
Hittites indicates that they had respect for him., They called him "a prince of God." _
Abraham was entirely at their merey, and they might not have had any inclination tc respond
favorably to his request, bub God knew the needs of His servant and so they were provided.
Because God had given Abrehem favor im their eyes, the Hittites were polite and courteous
to Abrahsm. They recognized his power and influence, although he was only a sojourner, To

Abraham they offered their best. _ -

We notice the perfect courtesy of Abrgham in reply to the offers of the people of the land.
dhether all this was mere parleving with the view %o = bargain, or it was a genuine and
sincere offer on the part of the Hittites, Abraham's attitude stands out in a very beautiful
way. HReligion is not intended to decrease roliteness, gentlemanliness and courtesy, but
rether to increage them, In fact, courtesy is one of the truest marks of & genuine believer.

Abreham persisted in deelining their offer to give him the choice of their gsepulchres in
which to bury Sarsh. He was determined that Sarsh should not be buried in any land but his
own, and that must not be given or rented. By faith® Abraham refused because he would not
be a debtor to those who were %o}ﬁe dispossessed.

Although all of the land had been promised to Abrsham, he did not attempt to stand on his
rights or to make any unfeir demands. Moreover, he did not need an entire field, but only .
the cave which was in the corner of it, That was the one thing vhich he valued and needed.
Even go, the children of God are not very highly regarded by the world and are often pushed
inte its sornmers, tut they are valucd and needed by Christ.

Ephron seems to have been friendly to Abraham sné to have desired to enter into a transacte
ion which would have been advantageous or benefiecial to both sides. He names a price, which
may well have been too expensive, Doubtless this prlce had been in his mind 211 +the time
that he was pretending to be willing to give the land. Abrshem hearkened unto him, He may
have been taken in, but that vas preferable to defrauding others. Possibly, Ephron expected
Abrahem to bargain with him by naping a price less than he had suggested. By accepting the
first price pamed, Abrahem showed his guilelessness, and gave & testimony tc his God and

His righteous requirements which was well worth any financial loss which he might have sus-
taived. Peyment was made and everything was done in due form in the presence of 2 number
of witnesses., The transasction was legal. Thus, the first foothold in the land of Ganasn
that Abraham ever had wes purchased. Notwithstanding a1l of God's promises of that land &6
him and his seed, Abrshan would not deal unfairly, even in appearance, with those who were
then in possession of Canasn,

warah's funeral brings us to the first grave of which we have any record in the Bible., After
the last tribute of respect was paid, the lonely old man went back to his home,



From this simple and touching story of death in thalt home of the long ago, we may learn
how we should behave in times of beresvement, Three things ghould be in evidence:

1,

2e

3e

Sorrowing love. N
The expression of love and sorrow is as natural as it is inevitable and beaubifnl. A

congeiousness of loss cannot fall to produce sorrow, and no one 1s to be blamed for
feeling and expressing a sense of bereavement., It would be very annatural for love nob
to elicit sorrow. ‘

Faithful service,

In order that the sounl may not be overvhelmed with sorrow, there comes to us all at
such times the call to and opportunity for definite service. The memory of a loved
one is first tressured by doling whet that loved cne would wish were he or she here,
Service always prevents sorrow from being dissipated in idle regrets and mere remem-
brances. The grealest safeguard against this danger of being overwhelmed by sorrow
is work, We are nolt here o do work for God, ut we are here to be worksrs with Fim.
We are to be those through whom He can de His work,

Blessed hope.

Abrgham laid Sarash's body %o rest in the certain hope of a joyful resurrection. It
was this above a1l things thal upheld and strengthened him as he bade farvewell to the
wife who had shared his Joys and sorrows for so many years. The expectation and anti-
cipation of a reunion of Christians on the day of the resurrection is still the real
hope, the blessed comfort and the strong inspivation of the people of God., It enables
us to look upon death without fear and to look forward %o it without dread.



