@0DiS PRECIOUS PROMISES

1 am with thee, and will keep %hes in 21l the places whither thou goest.¥ Genesis
28:15.

In his dream, Jacob sew & ladder resching from sarth to heaven. He heard $he Lord Ged
speak the words of this text to hir from the top of the laddsr. This is a2 precious
promise, It is precious in its origin because it comes from God. It is precious in its
cbjective because of what it wounld mesn to Jaceb and Lo all people whoe would hear ii.
Let us note what God has promised: '

I. Eis Presencs.

He said to his servant Jacob: URehold, I am with thee.¥ Jaceb was the inheritor
of a great blessing from his fathers, for this senbtence was spoken in connection
with the following words, ¥I am the Lord God of Abrsham, thy fether, and the God of
Isasc.” It is an inexpressible privilege to be able to look back to father and
grandfather, and perhaps feorther still, and to say, ®We come of a houss which has
gerved the Lerd as far beck ss history can inform us.ﬁ Descended from Chrisitisns,
we have a grester honor then being descended from princes. There is no hersldry
liks the hersidry of the ssints. Be nol zatizfisd unlsss you yourself obiain such
mercy as 8od gave 0 your srcestors and kesr the Lord saying, "I am with thee.!
This mercy was brought howme to Jscob at & time when he gresily needed it. He had
Just left his fatheris bouse aznd he felt himself alone. He was coming inbo specikl
trisl and then it wass thseil he recelved s fullsr understanding of the privilege which
God had in store for him.

God promised Jacob that he would be with Him in every act, in every movement, and

in every step of the way before him. Jeceb wes well supported when he had the
presence of the Lord alens with him. A the time whan he was sbout to leave Iaben,
Jaceb said, "Fhe God of my father hsih been with me.® Jacob seems to have said of
his God, "It was He who gave me ny wife ené my children; it wes He who prospersd

me when others tried to rob me; the fod ef my father hath been with me notwithstending
all my shortcomings." I ¢rusi thst you can bear the some wiitness. Though you have
not been 21l that you could wish in the Chrisiian life, yet you can say, "The God

of my father has been with me.®

In fBenesis 35:3, Jacob Baié, ¥And let us arise and go up o Bethel; and I will
make thers an altar untc God, who answered me in the day of my distress and was
with me in the way whick I went." Thus Jecob tells us that God was with him. Jacob
was full of fear when he hesrd that Essu was coming to meet him. You czn see that.
by the way in which he &ivided his flocks and his herds and set apari so large a
present for Esau. But God does not lesve his people because of their fesrs. We
shounld be thankful for that. Jacob knew that he had mistreated Esauw and robbed him
of the blessing; but, for £11 that, he came with 2 penitent hesrt to submibt himself
bafore his brother and io do what he could to pleasse him. Because of this, God was
with him. A% the close of his 1life, we find Jacod more fully than sver confessing
that the presence of God had been with him. God wag with Jacob. He had besn with
him from the first, though not alwsys recognized, and He was wifth him to the end.

Meditate on those words, "I am with thee.® They are too full for complete
explanstion. I defy anybody to measure their heighi, depth, lengik and breadth.
That God should give to Jaceb bread to «2% and raiment to put on wes much, but it
was nothing to compare with his statement, "I sm with thee.® That God should seand
His sagel with Jecobd to protect him would have been much, but that was nothing
compared with His statsment, 91 am with thee." This includes countless blessings,
in fact, much more than we can conceive.
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When God is with & man, he is gusranieed an infinite love. God does not forsake
his people. He will go before His own. He will stand by His own. He will be
behind His own., It is wonderful to heve the consciousness of His presence. He
will be true to every promise He has msde to His servants. The living 8od is close
to us. His hand touches our lives at every point. His statement, "I eam with thee,"
meane praciical help., 'Thet is, vhaiever we underteske, God is with we in the under-
taking; whatever we endure, God is with us in enduring. We can trust Him. We can
depend upon His promises. We can stand on the promises of God. He will keep His
promises Lo us, :

*If God be for us, who can be against us?™ Ve not only have His presence, but His
sympathy also., He mesns, I am feeling with thee and suffering with thes. If there
be a losd, I will bear it with thee; if there be work to do, I will work wiih thee.
"I am with thee." Oh, the richness of this specisl blessing!

How precious this promise must have seemed to Jacob in that particular place, where
he lsy with the hedges for his curteins, the heavens for his canopy, the earth for
his bed, stones for his pillow and €od for his companiont

His Power.,

#And will keep thes.® Thus we have not only present blessings, bui we alsc have the
promise of His power and future blessings. There are two very cbserveble fects
which may be gathered from the study of the Fible and of our own hesrts. One faet
is that we zre prone to distrust the promises of God, slthough we know Him to be
unchangeable. The sscond faect is that God repeats His promises in order %o inspire
our confidence. God spezks to His people of sin Bleotited out, of the thorsush
reconciliation whick Christ has effected betwesn Himself and the simner, of His
prazence as asccompanying the pilgrim through the wilderness, and of His grace s
gufficient for every trial which may or can be encountered. The things of which
God speaks to His people spread themselves through the whole of fhe unmeasured
hereafter, and it must follow that the pledge of our not being left until the
things spoken of are dome in tantamount to ar assurance that we shall never be
left nor forsaken, '

6od is bound to perform whatever He has promised. The power of the Lord will save
fromgin, direct from svery denger, protect in every peril, guide to His glory, seek
for success, and lead to the top of the ladder in every attainment for His causse.
His power is with us. He promises all the power that we will need to accomplish
His purposes in life., Eis gracious power is sufficisnt t0o meet every demand and to
satisfy every need that we will have on every cccasion as we sesk o serve in His
kingdon. We can certainly depend on the power of the Lord.

His Protection.

"In all the places whither thou goest.® We are going; no doubt about that; and
going fast! But vhither? Here uphill; there downhill:; yonder on level lowland.
How in midnight gloom, end then in glory. Often among friends; occasionally among
foes. Bometimes on so0lid rock; sometimes in slippery places.

Who then is with us? 7The God of our fathers is our God. He is éver with us as

Be was with them--our companion in fellowship, our comrade in facing realities and
our comforter in the valley of the shadow. In particular, He keeps us so that we
are safe from &ll harm and secure in every storm. We zre "kept by the power of
God.¥
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@od had a2 plan for the life of Jacob. He promised o lead Jacob in the way of
right and righteocusness. His hand guided Jacob every step of the way. His presence
and power assured him that svery need would be suppvlied.

God has & plan for every life, and His purposes embrace every part of that plan.

He desires %o work out this plan in every life as He worked it out in the life of
Jacob. He will do even more for the life in this day than he did for Jacob, becauss
His revelstion %0 man is fuller now, and His grace is abundant and suificient
through Christ and the Holy Spirit, "God is love,® and love means care. This

care is promised t¢ 411 who will trust and obey Him.

Walking in the presence of God, using the power of God, trusting God for His
protection and providential care, and being assured that He will work out Eis plan
in our lives, we can well afford to trust the Lord and depend on every promise

He has made.



