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THE AFK, A TYPE OF CHRISY

YMpke thee sn ark of gopher wood; roome shalt thouw meke in the ark, and shslt pitch it with-
in and without with pitch.® (enesis (11, '

Yoeh was one of the most remerkeble men in the worldts history. OFf him we read in the Vord,
osh walked with God." Cemesis 6:2. He is one of twe men of whom this statement is
recorded. It impliss both friendship snd fellowship. And he walked in this manner &% a
time when the world wes exceedingly corrupt. OGodte revelation was despised and rejected.

Him repested wernings were fiouted, Hen loved derkness rather then light becsuse thelr deeds
wers evil, And Cod hed forewsrped the people thet Fis Spirit would not always strive with

Balis

It certainiy required courage for Yosh to walk with God in the environment in which he lived.
Recsuse of his devetion to Him, CGod told Nosh whet Ee wes going to do. And Hoah wes the
only one who received this gévence informetion as to the divinme inteniion. God told Fogh.
thet the earth khad become sc eorrupt, $¢ full cf viclence, and so sodden with evil that ne-
cessity dictatsd its finel destruction. He had decided that the best way to deal with this
hideous snd rempent wickednsss wes to sweep it pway. Thus, as Godls Word says, "Nosh found
erace in the eyes of ithe Lord.¥ YWosh, being & wen with an implicit faith, believed thet
there was %0 be & great flcod just beceuse God ned szid there would be.

Heving revesled to Nosh Fis vurpose, God commended kinm to tuild an srk. He seid, "Meke

thee zn ark of govher wood: rooms chelit thou meke in the sk, and shelt pitch it within and
without with pitch." QCeussis 6:1L, Fromptly snd feithfully FNoah followed the insiructions
which (God gave him. He did not ma&e zny suggestions to God s to how to improve the ark or
how the world might be ssved in 2 beiter monner. He simply did as God commanded him. Cone-
cerning his thorough cbedience we reﬁé, fANd Woeh Gid sccording unto all that the Iord com=

nanded him.® Genesis 7:5.

Tt is encoursging and inspiring to observe kis resdy obedience and minute performence of
every commandé of God in the construction of the avk, in spite of 81l the artillery of sarcasm
and ridicule which wss turned upon him. Fun wee poked at him and his ark. He was probatly
the most lavghed-zt mean of hie gensrstion. Perhaps some mey have called him “the most ab-
surd visionary in the history of Mesopotemie." XNo doubt many referred tco his ship sas
"¥oahts Felly." In spite of the shower of fun, ssrcesm and ridicule which fell wupon his
hezd, he worked feithfully et nis tssk and buili the ark. In his prompt and meticulous

cbedience we have one of the gresisst exemples of fzith recorded in the Bible.

vhen Hosh told his people that . flcod was coming, they lsughed at him. They said that they
aid not see any signs of & flood. They contended that they were going to do as they pleased,
and would not permit asnybody to interfers with them. fThey ingquired, iyhere is God? ¥We do
not see Him, Where is His anger? ¥e do not see it. TYou mst be going crazy." To Foah,
howsver, only one thing mettered, =né that was the doing of God's will.

when Nosh had completed the ark, meny cawe to lock, to wonder and to laugh. Ome beautiful
day, when there was not & cloud in the sky as big &8 & man's hend, God ealled to Woah and
said, "Come thou end 81l thy house into the ark.® Genesis 7:l. No grester ftest of a man's
faith can be imegined. VWhen ke walked into the arik thei day he weas the laughing stock of
the world. They mede fun of him for teking the snimels into the ark, slong with the members
of his immediate family. Suck loyel unswerving cbedience should be an inspiration to every
child of God today.

Surely Nosh felt szd et heavt thai pot & single person, ouiside his own femlily, to whom he
hed preeched so feithfully and esrnestly, hed heeded his werning znd enfersd the erk with
him. BPEut Hoak wes safe becsuse he hed entered the erk snd fthe Lord hed sbul the deor be-
hind him. ' '
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The ark, which was built by Nozh zecording to divine directions, in which he snd his housse,
together with repressnitatives from the lower crestion, found shelter from the storm of
Godts wrath, is one of the clearest snd most comprehensive itypes of the believerts salvation
in Christ which is to be found in all the Scriptures.

What

I.

Ir.

ere some of the things sbout the ark which meke it & marvelous type of Chrisi?

The Ark Was Divihely Flanned.

God 4id pnot lenve gaything Lo humsn devising. He knew exsctly whait was needed and
what would be adequate to survive the floodtide of judgment thet was to strike the
earth. God told NHoah to meke an srk of gopher wood. After giving him the command,
God revegzled His plan to His servant. He said, %And this is the fashion which thou
shalt meke it of." (enesis 6:15.

The Ark Was Divinely Provided.

Before the ark was constructed or the flosd came, there existed in the mind of God g

- means of escape for His people. He did not provide an ark after the waiers had begun

III.

Iv.

to descent.

Neither was the Saviourship of Christ an afterthought of God, when sin had blighted Hig

crestion. The plen of redemplion was contelved in hesven and not upon the sarth.
Christ's coming was in accord with the will of the Father. "God so loved the world,
thet Be geve His only begotien Son, that waosoever believeth in Him should not perish,
but heve everlosting life.¥

It is significant that the ark was not built out of iron. It wes not made of stesl
like the modern "dresdnopghts," but of wooed. The truth which this fzet is degigned %o
teach is thet 1ife comes oub of desth, that 1ife can be sscured oniy by sscrifice.
Before the ark could be mads, tress had to be ¢ut down and fashisned intoe the consiruce
tion of it. Fven so, before sinners could be saved, Christ had o be sscrificed.

"Put God commendeth Hig love toward us, in thet, while we wers yet sinners, Christ died
for us.! Romsns 5:8.

The Ark Was A Hefugs.

Three arks ave mentioned in the Bible. BEach of them was a sheiter snd s place of
safety., The ark of Hosh was a refuge for those who were in it from the oub~poursd
wrath of Ged. The ark of bulrushes {Exodus 2:3) protecied the young Mases from the
marderous designs of Fharsoh, whe was 2 type of Satan. The ark of the covensnt shel-
tersd the two tsblets of stons on which were inseribed the holy law of God. The ark
of Nosh was prepsred for gll who would snter it for refuge.

The Ark Was A Safe Refugs.

Wosh was commanded to make an ark of the best wobd, gopher; gnéd, lest there should be
& lesk in it, he was commended to "pitch it within and without with pitch." fThere was

. never any sign of & leak shout it. It was a perfect sheiitzr, Ho'malbter how hard it

rained or how high the waters rose, 2ll inside the ark were safe, Noah did not have
to take care of himself, sfter he had entered the ark. God was responsible for his

nreservation.

As Nooh wes inr the ark, s the Christiasn is "hid with Christ in God." Collossians 3:73.
So i% is with those who he¥e fled o Christ for refuge, they are "kept by the power of
God through faith unto sslveiion ready t0 be revealed in the last time.¥ I Peter 1:5,
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Just as none perished in the flood who had entersd the ark, so none who are in Christ
Jesus will ever be lost. Thoss who are in Christ sre sheltered safely from severy
storm, They shall never perish, neither shaell any pluck them out of His hands, "There
is therefore now no condemnation to them which &re in Christ Jesus." Romens 8:1.

The Ark ¥Was The Only Eefuge.

It was the only place of safety sgeinst oncoming judgment. The flsod waters could noi
touch thoss who were in the 2rk. ¥very living crssture was involved in one common
doom, except those who were preserved alive in thes ark, Nol only was the ark Godis
provision for a condemned world, but it was His only provision. -Some peeple have the
misteken idea that thers ars 2 number of weye to be saved. Soms think 1t does mot
make any difference whai you believe just so you are sincere. But God hes never prop-
ised to save anybody becauses of Lis sincerity. It is the great atonement of the Lord
Jesus Christ on the crosse that protects sgrinst the flood of divine judgment. Nothing
lsss will do. Souls are safes only &8 they derend on the efficascy of Christ's sioning
blooed. dJust as there was no other means of deliversnce from the flood except the ark,
80 there is no plan of sslvetion except by Jesus Christ, the only Saviour of sinners. .
"In Christ® is the only safe plece for any soul. ZEveryone outside of Christ is going
to hell. '

The Ark Had One Door Only.

There was only one door into the ark, esnd all who escaped from drowning in the flood
sntered thai door. Hven so, thers is only one way of e¢scape from eternsl death, one
way of deliverance from the wrath to come, ons antrmncm into hesven. CLoncernimg it,
Chrigt said, ¥I em the way, the $ruth, and the lifs no men cometh unto the Fsther,
but by Me.! John 14:56. Just as one had to enter the door of the ark in order %o es-—

cape the flood, so one hag to be in Christ in order to escapsg helli.

Holtitudes Befusea To Eater The Only Deor.

The time came when it was too lsie for snybody to enter the ark. And a1l who refused
o enter perished. "And 2ll flesh died that moved upon the esrth, both of fowl, and
of cattle, and of beast, snd of every creeping thing that creepeth upon the sarth, and
every men: All in whose nostrils wes the bresth of 1ife, of all that wes in the dry
lend, died. And severy living substance wes destroyed which was upon the face of the
ground, boih man, ané cattle, and the creeping things, and the fowl of the hemven; and
they wers desiroyed from the earth; and Nosh only remainsd alive, &nd they that wsre
with him in the ark." (Genesis 7:21-23, ' :

Whet a pity thet multitudes todsy refuse to accept Christ, who is the only safe and
adeguate refuge for the souls of menl Since He is the only Seviour; believe on Him
and thou shslt be saved now. The time is coming when it will be oo late for you to
accept Him and be saved. He loves you and longs to save you; then, let Him do so now.



