WHEN RUSSIA MARCHES TO HER DOOM

Ezekiel 38 and 39

Our first task in this message is to identify the persons and vlaces named, Gog is the
prince or ruler. Megog is the land. Chief prince comes from a one syllable Hebrew
word, Ros or Rosh, vhich is the neme of moderm Russia. Meshech is Moscow, and Tubal
is Tobolsk. Moscow and Tobolsk sre the Huropean and Asiatie, or western and eastern,
capitals of Bussia. GComer is Germany. Togsrmah is Turkey. Persia is now called Irsn.
That is what is left of the great empire of Persis, which resched its highest under
Cyrus the Great. Then he mentions three countries in Africa-Bgypt, Ethiopia, and
Libya, In the ancient werld, Ethiopia usvally meant the whole continent of Afriea.

So you cam see how that continent will be involved in the final federaztion,

The preopheiic preview of Russia, which is the only nation in the world that can ever
approsch the role that Gog is to play upon the sbage of the nations as the Htimes of
the Gentiles" draw to a clese, is found in Ezekiel 3¢ and 39. All outstanding Bible
expositors consider this a distinet and definite prophecy as to Bussias, So God's
pecple, who stedy His Word and heve en eye for prophecy, know full well what God de-
clares the future of Russia will be.

The plan of Russian expansion and dominion was devised by Peter the Great ever 200
years ago. He devised a grand scheme for this exvansion. His first desire was to keep
the other nations continuwally in & state of turmeil. His second desire was very much a-
kin te it in that it was his 2im to involve the other nations in wars among themselves,
at the same time keeping Russiz ovt unless she micht emerge a victer., Following the
aims of Peter the Great, Stalin hss been very suecessful in keeping the other nations
continually in a state of turmoil and has involved other nations in wars between. them-
selvegs. And regerdless of how little yom may think of him, you must admit thet Stalin
is the most oulstanding world figure today. : '

Ezekiel clearly indicates that Gog will be at the head of a nation that will deliberate-
1y declare open war on the eternal God Himself, and that between him and God there will
be war te the death, with no guarter shown., "And the word of the Lord came unto me,
saying, Son of man, set thy face mgainet Cog, the land of Msgog, the chief prince of
Fesheel: and Tubal, and prophesy against him, And ssy, Thus saith the Iord God; Behold,
I am against thee, O Cog, the chief prince of Meshech and Tubal," Ezekiel 38:1-3.

Gog 1s supremely guilty of profaning the nsme of God among the natioms. 1% is only
when Gog is utterly destroyed that Jehovzh says, "So will I make my holy name known in
the midst of my people Israel; and I will not let them pollute my holy name any more;
and the heathen shall know that I sm the Iord, the Hely One in Isrsel." Ezekiel 39:7.
No other nation so completely fits into the divine portraiture of a completely anmti-
God nation as does modern Russia.

Seventy-five to elghty years ago, the Russian Red conspirator, Bakunin said, "Brethren,
T come to announce unto you 2 new gespel, which must penetrate to the very ends of the
world. Ths old world must be destroyed and replaced by & new one. The Lie must be
stamped out and give way to Truth., The first lie is God; the second lie is right, and
when you have freed your minds from the fear of a God, and from that childish respect
for the fiction of right, then all the remeining claims that bind you, and which are
called scienee, civilization, property, merriage, morality, and justice, will smap
asunder like threads, ILet vour own happiness be your own law.” Thus, Russia has been
the most fertile of 2ll lends for the dragon to sow his seed.

Religious liberty is a precious inheritance that the people of the Russian Empire have
never known. Immediately after the Revolution of 1917 there was a brief interlude during
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which Russia enjoved the largest messure of religious freedem that vmbapoy land has
ever known. But, it was very brief. The discivles of Bakunin lost no time in taking
advantage of the cheos produced in Pussis by the Horld War I, With hands dripvping with
blecd, they grasved the helm of the ship of state, and their first onsleusht was uwpon
religion, And since the days of Hero, the cross of Christ has never known fiercer
resistance, It was in Jenvary 1918 that official Russia took its first step toward
its wer on God., AL that time the Seviet of Commissars lesued s decree, Article 12 of
which said, "lo church or religious asscclation shall enjoy the riphts of judieisl
persons,® That decree ithroughout opposed every fundamental right of religious 2880w
ciations., That decree has stood in prectice, in spite of some loudly professed
treligicus liberty® declarsiions made in recent yeasrs by theose who sought to curry
favor from certsin infliuential groups cutside the land of Russis.

With the issuance of that ediet, the Commmist Goverrment began a systematic attempt
te drive 21 faith in God from the then 193,000,000 peorie within the Soviet Republies.
Evil and cruel as was the Czarls Govermment, there waz given some freedom to preach
the gospel, and the Word of God was proclsimed on a very limited scale. But the
deepest, darkest night that Russia has ever knmown came sweeping in when the Soviet
reign begen in October, 1917. Then, every curtsin was drawm and every door was shub
and bolted to avoid the entrance of a ray of light from the gospel of Christ, On
‘one-sixth of the surfice of this esrth it became a criminsl offense for a mother to
teach her 1little ehild so much ss & verse of seripture. 4 orison yawned before any
person who would gather together so many as three young people to instruet them in

the things of God or in the hove of & life after death, No Blble growps could be formed.
o lectures were permitted, ¥o church could possess a librery, Twenty-five miliion
children in the day schools were subjected to caricatures of Christianity and the

most blasphemous representations of Jesus the Savicur of the world, '

In 1929 it became illegel to vprint, import, or translate the Word of God. It is very
doubtful if ten million Russians have wver seen 2 Bible. As a result ef the speeial
deeree, churches were closed, confiscated, or taxed out of existence. Believers vere
persecuted in the most cruel and wanton marmer. All over Russia people were com-
pelled to have cards with whieh tc obtain bread. The Covermment sew to it that in
order te secure one of these cards one had io beleng to some assceiation or eorganiza-
tion which was godiess. Government favors were bestowed only upon members of the
Communist Party. It was ordersd that all eandidates formembership in the Party had

to be free from every vestige of belief in znything supernatursl. It is still true
that all Communists are avowed astheists regardless of where they live, A Communist
must not only be without religion, but he mmst alse be anti-religious. What a tragedy
that millions of young children have been taught daily to hate any conception of God
and all religious faiths. Such instruction has been mendatory on the part of teachers,
and if they failed to carry out their orders they lost their jobs., Children have also
been taught te hold théir parents in contempt ard to disobey them if they maintain any
belief in religion. Commmists everywhere boast of being atheists and take great pride
in waging war on Ged. There ig an irrepressible confliet betlween Russian Communism
and a belief in God. There can never be a reconciliation between a Communist and a
Christian. This is the testimony of real Communists and of real Christisns.

During the first eighteen years of the Soviet rule, the authorities put to death
11,763,411 humen beings. According t6 the officlal figures of the U, 5. S. R. 42,800
clergymen died in concentration camps during that veriod. Not long after the Communists
ceme into power, they killed the intelligentsia, robbed property owners of all they
had, and put an end to private ownership. The state wes supreme and the individual
citizen was pothing. Freedom of speech, freedom of the press, and the right of public
sssembly were teken from the people. Every one vho nemed the name of Christ was con-
sidered an enemy of the govermment, Christians were imprisoned, exiled in Siberia,
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or put to death by some of the most inhumen methods ever conceived by deépraved human
beings. Iest you might think this picture a little overdrawn, let me guote Lumacharsky,
the Soviet Senmissar for Publie Inmstruetion, in 2 lecture which he ﬁelivered to a

C large assembly of young Communists in Moscow, in 1928

"Indeed, I 2m thankful fer having th&_privi}ege of speaking to you young folks, the
hove of Soviet Russia, yes, the hope of the world. And you must alwsys remember this,
that we hate Christianity and the Christiesns. Even the best of them must be regarded
as our worst ememies, They preach love of one's neighbor and pity (merey), which is
contrary to our principles, Christian love is a hindrance to the development of the
revolution. Down with love of one's neighborl VWhati we need Is hatred. Ve must lmow
how to hate, for only at this nrice CAN WE CONQUER THE UNIVERSE. We have done with
kings of the earth; let ua desl now with the kings of the skies, 411 religions are
poison. They intoxicate.and deaden the mind, the will and the conscience. A fight
to the death must be deéclered upon veligion. Our task is to desiroy all kinds of
religion, all kinds of morality." Ienin and his faithful diseciple, Stalin, both made -
much of the statement, "Heligion is the opiate of the people.? Communism and Christiani-
ty do not go teogether. The living God has no choice in the matter. He simply says,
T em against thee, 0 Gogi* Ezekiel 38:3., And terrible will be the fury of God when
Hiz day of vengeance arrives, -

On May 1, 1937 the Soviet Government issued a deerece s%atmng "There must not remain
on the territory of the W. S. S. R. a single house of preyer to God, end the very con-
céption 'God’ will be banished from the boundaries of the Soviet Bnien as a survival
of the Middle Ages which has served as an instrument for the oppression of the working
messes. , _

What shall we say aboult the present situation? Few nations, if any, have ever risen
to such power in sc brief a time as haes Russia, Before the last war she had mumch.
Buring that war she received billiens as gifts, belter known in the United States as
lend~lease. Her armies looted the countries whieh they eccupied, taking great herds
of live-stock, at least eighty percent of the grain, and eighty-five percent of the
industrial eguipment, and all menufactured vroducts which were usable. She also took
between 210,000 and 225,000 German technicians and skilled workers inte the Soviet
Urion. HNaturally, Russian resources and German brains and ingenuity are a combination
with which the world will have te reckon.

What are the prospects of snother great war? We have the same causes as brought about
the previous wars. What are they? 35in, selfishness, and senselessness. Our country
will furnish more than her share of the latter. That has been our volicy for yesrs.

To prove this fact, I remind you that we won the first World War. Then we ignored

God at the peace table; never even had a prayer. Ve forgot God and a terrible de-
pression came. Then our officials told us that if we would repeal the eighbeenth
amendment, open the distilleries, breweries and make plenty of good liquor, we would
not have any o0ld saloons or any more unemployment, but the government would have plenty
of money, our taxes would be reduced, and we would be out of debt veryaickly. So,

the Iord sald, "If you think you car pay your debt and stramghten out your mess with
liguor and sin, I will let you see what a real debt is.” So the debl we were going

to pay in such a short time has chapged from thirteen billion to somewhere in the
neighborhood of two-hundred-seventy billien, and the end is not yet. Within a few more
yesrs we will likely discover that taxes haven't been reduced as we were promised they

world be,

Stalin now looks with longing eyes on Iran, a eoanﬁry sbout twice the gize of Texas,
which has the finest and richest oil fields of the world., Fe is also interested in
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the Suez Cemal, which is the very life-line between the verious varts of the British
Colonizl Empire, and in the Dead Sea with its vast resources or weelth of minerasls.

In brief, the seriptures say that in the last days, after Israel has settled back in -
the land eonfidently, a great northern confederacy will go down into Palentine, This
confederascy will be headed wp by PFussia, and aleng with her will be at least perts of
Germany, and the Balkan States, Persia, Emhiapi&, end Iybis. Their witimete poal will
be the riches of the Dead Sea. This body of water is 46 miles long and 10 miles wide.
For centuries God hae been pouring the waters of the Jordsn River inte it. Until the
fabulous riches of this body of water were discovered, Pnlemtine was thought to be

a poor, insigrificant land, that could well be 1gncred by those depiring to invest
large sums of momey. Now, it is by far the richest country in the world. In 1931,
when a dellar was worth one hundred centa, the total wealth of the United States was
329 billion dollars. At that time the chemicel wealth of the Dead Sea was conserva-
tively estimated at 1,270 billion, which was more than the total wealth of the rest
of the world, and awprcxlmatelf four times as much as the totel wealth of the United
States then.

God is never in a hurry, nor is He ever late. Eepeatedly He has promised that His
people shonld be gathered at the end-time, from all perisc of the earth, back to
Palestine. FHe said, "I will take you frem among the nstions, and gather you out of
all the countries, and will bring you into your own land," Ezekiel 36:24. That this
is being done now is common knowledgze. ‘ ,

The eazse with which these salis can be extracted from the Dead Sea is one of ths re-
marksble features of this phenomenon. The sun, God's sun, 93 million miles distant
does the work. In Isaiah 60:5, God looks ahead to this day and predicts, "Then shalt
thon see and be radiant, and thy beart shell thrill snd be enlarged: RECAUSE THE
ABUNDAECE OF THE SEA SHALL BE TURNED UHTC MHEE.‘ "Oour Father is rich in houses and
lands; He holdeth the wealth of the world in His hands; Of rubies and diamords, of
81lver and gold; His coffers are full He hes riches wntold.®

It has been reported that Russia nlans to put at lesst 6 million men into the battle
of Palestine. It is said that Stalin already has mede the boast that he will gather
the largest army ever assembled and send it against Palestine; also, that if there is
& God he will destory Him, but that he is going to prove to the world that there is no
Ged. The fipal battle will be fought on the moumtains of Israel, when Pussia and her

allies move to take 21l the Near East. Whether that march will take place under the
administration of Stalin or one of his successors, I do not kneow, It may happen dur-
ing the lifetime of some of my hearers, and it may come later, But, the effort will
be a failure. Palestine will be to Russia what Weterloo was to Napoleon and Stalin-
grad was to Hitler. Success for this northern army cannot be attained since God has
already spoken and decreed Russiza's doom. Russia is the one mation in the world that
Ged says He is against. "Therefore, thou som of man, prophesy against Gog, and say,
Thus saith the lord God: Behold, I am against thee, 0 Gog, the chief prince of Meshech
and Tubal,” Ezekiel 39:1. Read Ezekiel 3%2:18-23. Five-sixths of the northern horde
will never live to escape. FBEzekiel 39:2,4,12.



