GOD'S QUEST FOR A MaW

"And I sought for & mean among them, that should mske up the hedge, and stand in the gep
befere Me for the land, that I should not destroy it: but I found none." Hzekiel 223 30.

When Brzekiel wes deported to Babylon, he msy have gesn the gopping holes in the walls
cf Jerusalem, and men feveriskly working in the gaps to tuild the defenses again.
‘Perhape that pictured to him the moral and spiritual conditions behind the national
czlemity. In one of his later prophetic witerances Ezekiel vividly portrayed the
great evils of his time as enormous breaches in the walls of Jerusalem, and s¢ re-
ported God as saying: "Ané I sought for e msn among them, that should meke up the
hedge, and stand in the gep tefore Me for the land, thet I should not destroy it:

but I found none.®

Ezekiel saw his veople like & besieged city, with great breaches made in her walls and
~in imminent peril of overthrow. The need was for men to stand in the gaps and build up
. the walls of truth and right. But instead the very leaders were bresking down rather

then building up the moral and religicus life of Judsh., This is a warning ¢ us. Moral
and religious decay aTe too evident about us. The need for men %0 stand in the gap for
God and fer right is an uvrgent one here and now.

Bzekiel here spesks of Jerusslem ze it was in the days immediately before its firal
destruction, and the reason for that was not fer to seek. For years it had been in
a state of moral decline. %hose who had any ideals bad no hesrt to do anything. A
sense of despair settled down on their spirits. They folded their hands with a sigh
of resignation, and said, %It is useless to attempt anything furtber.” Even the
best-intertioned felt a sense of utter morel impotence, and as a consequence, things
steadily drifted from bed to worss. People said, "It is now every men for himeelf,
and we mugt get whot we can from the wreckape; we must teke our chence while we heve
it." It seemed impossible to find in Jerusslem a single, honest and uncorrmpted EEH.
Even God, who ”songhu for a man,* seemed driven to despair.

In substance God seid, "Find me somebne who can fill vy the gep in the hedge, and
‘stend before me for the land.' That is 2 thrilling ceil. What a privilege to fit
in with God's greal purpose in the earth and %o fill the place where He wants us.
He hes & plsce for us znd He always needs us. This striking sentence attests the
far reaching power of one life. Jesus did not and does not allow the individual te
merge into the crowd and there be lost to sight. His eye is ever on the individual.
Ever does Ee magpify individuality and personal respomsibility.

That oft quoted resolution of Jonathen Edwards is so worthy thet it shculd’be"brought
to our ears again and again. You recall it; " Resolved, First, that every men should
live at his highest snd best for Christ always and everywhere, and Second, that whether
any oather man irn the world 80 lives or net, I shall strive with God's help 'so to live
to the end of my day."! That is a good resolution for all who would honor Chrigt. That
iz the kind of life to which Christ calls all His fellowers. e

One of the most epoch masking sermons ever hesrd in Americs was preached over a century
ago by Horsce Bushmell in Stamford, Conmnecticut. He had for his subject: 9Every man's
life a plan of God." God hes a plan for every life. Life -takes on 2 higher and desper
meaning the moment one reslizes the fact that God has & plan for every life.

Hoses was not an accident., By God'!s providence and plsn he was enabled to influence for
good his owa and all succeeding centuries. Paul was such s man; mightiest man of all
the Christian era. One can understand why God should bring on s man like George Wash-

ington; lerger and larger in the appreciation of the whole werld with every passing year.
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Ve can understand why Geod had & plan for Spurgeecn, for Iuther, for Wesley, mer of world
infiuence. But we do well to understand that He has a plan just as really for Spurgeon'ls
mother and for Wesley's mother as for their famous sons. ‘

Those of you who have read Spurgeonts life, are sware that he never lost an opportunity
0 pay tribute to his mother. You recall his statement when one of the world's leading
Journglists asked him: *If you ecould pul the secret of your notadble life into one sen-
tence, what would the senitence bel" He said, "The preyers of my meother and the prayers
of my church; this is the explanstion of the life that 1 have lived in the worid.® He
was the oldest of seventeen children. John Wesleyis mother had nineteen. Now God had
a plan for the lives of these mothers Just as gefinitely as for their grest sons. We
want to lay to heart then, that Sod has a plan for every life.

To every men his work. To every woman her work. Nob o every msn & work; not to every
man some work, but to every man his work. God had s plan for your life just zs definite
as He had for any other. We should live at our highest arnd best and try to fird that
ylan and devote all our powers in trying to carry out that plan. Yeur question and mine
should be, ®Lord, what wilt thow have me t0 do?® What niche am I to £ill? Vhat race am
I 50 run? Vhat mission am I to accomplisgh? What work am I o do? The bis quest of life
is right thers. We are to find the work that God has for us to do.  The husblest person
in circumstances, in station. in conditien, God has s plan for him or ber, and my prayer
is that you may find that plan. You may be led in a wey you do not know. Ofien we are
led along providentially, gleriously, without any realization of being led. God has a
plan for every life. The grest matter is to find that plan. It may bé right vhers we
ere, in the plaece where providence puis us. Right there we cen transliate by cbedient
life, worthy life, victorious life, whatever our condition, we can $ranslate it into
triumph for God and beiferment for surselves, znd everybedy around us. Right here is
the high meanings and mission of life. '

Ezekiel looked around him end at the corditions in his day. and said: "I sought for a
man among them that should stand in the gep." The context reminds us of the awful
conditions thet reigned in Ezekiells time. The king and hig officials had thrown all
standards of righteousness into the discard. The whole land was fast plunging en to-
ward chaos and destruction and the faithful prophet of God realized it all and set
about to remedy it. He reslized that it is "Righteoueness that exalteth a nstion" and
that sin is a reproach and s wsste, and finally makes for the destruciion of the
sinner, whether the simner be an individual, or a family, or an orgsnization, or a
naticn. There never was one sin that ever paid, from the first one committed by Adam
until now, and never will there be one that will pay.

In ¥zekiel's time, the king and the officials were plunging the land into chaos and
disaster, and the prophet locked about him for somecne worthy, some capable man who
could Pstand in the gap” and avert the crisis that he saw plainly coming io his
country. All down the ages that has been the great need, z faithful man, & truste
worthy man or woman to stend in the gap, to avert the crisis, to hold back the flood
that can easily overflow the country. John G. Holland wisely wrote:

¥God give us men. A time like this demands

Strong minds, grest hearts, trte faith and ready hands.
Mern whom the lust of office does met kill, ;
Mern whom the spoils of office cannet btuy,

Men who possess opinions and a wili,

Men who have honour; men who will not lie.

Hern who can stand before a demagogue

And deamn his treacherous flattery without winking,
Pall men, sul-crowned, who live ebove the fog
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In public duty and in private thinking,

For while the rabble with their thumb-worn c¢reeds,
Their large professions and $heir little deeds,
Mingle in selfish sirife, lo freedom weeps,

Wrong rules the land and waiting jusitice sleeps.®

Emerson said the test of civilization is the kipd of msn and women a country produces.
Any ecivilizatién will be a dismel fallure, even though its banks be flooded with gold,
and its crops overflowingly generous im their harvest, and ite ships go in all direetions
cerrying the product of such land, if its people ignore God. ~Civilization is a fearful
failure if it loses sight of the truth that & man or womasm or boy or girl is worth more
than 21l material values. I11 fares the land thet values money more ithan manhood;
possessions more then righteousness. A land iz not to be measured by its material and
finsneial resources but by its moral and spiritual assets. That 1itile boy crouching
under & covered wagon this morning becesuse his parents are t0o poor to furnish the
little fellow a roof ever his head, in God's sight BEY- be more valusble than all the
deposits in all the banks of the worid., .

This stardard was not the standard in Ezekiel's $ime. They desecrated manheod, assaulted
marhood, undermined manhood, and brought manhood to defeat and destructiom. The prophet
-saw it all and gsought some trustworthy mem to riss up and govern the ill-fated people.

Ofttimes the gquestion is railsed: "What is the mest valusble life in the social orderit
Certainly not the longest life. One could live s very long life., and live to no worthy
purpese at all. The most valusble life is not the longest, mor is the most valusble
life the most famous life. One of the most famous lives this world ever knew was thai
of Napoleon, the military genius of the centuries., Fut vwhat else was hel He was a
cologsal bubtcher. What éid he care $0 involve great counitries in wars and kill ayriads
of people if he conld carry out his rapacicus smbiilons? One day when one of his officers
remonstrated with him and said: "Sir., this cannot be done. This attack is untimely.
“1f you make it you will lese 100,000 of your brave men.* With a scornful leok Hapol~
eon sald: "What care I for an 160,000 men? Yeu will make the attack. fhers are
successors to Napelson.

What then is the most valuable life in the soclal order? Not the longest lifs, nor

the most famoug life, tut one seeking to live in hermony with the will and woerd of God.
Such a man may never be heard of out of his own tiny sphere. Dut he is the salt of the
earth. He is the tonic of society. He is the life-blood of civilization. The plain
men and women building thelilr homes, quleily reasring thelr children in honesty and plety.
paying their debts, moving quietly and helpfully around to help their neighbors, seek=
ing above a2ll to know and to do the will of God -- thése are the lives that make the
world & better place in which to live, These are the people who are standing in "the
gap® for home and country and God.

What is the greatest irait in a human character? Faithfulness! Faithfulness to the
right; faithfulness to the right stsndards; faithfulness in all the relations of lifs.
That is the first viritue that God granted to moritals to which He added a promises

¥Be thou faithful unte death, and I will give thee & crown of life.! Fazithful to the
dying point, that is the greatest thing in life. The highest tridbute you can pay a
men 1s to say: "You can depend on him.! Lerd Wilson, s great London journalist, went
down with the Titanic %o his death. When a survivor was asked how the great journalist
died, he replied: "He helped the women and children in%oc the life boabs, then he and
another man, are in arm, went down with a smile.® ‘They stayed at their post. They
were faithful. ' '

There are three great institutions as you kmow, and all are divinely given and im=-
measurably important. %he first one is the home, the next isg the goverament, and the

third is the chur$h. Are there wrong conditions in these institutions, the home, the
state, the ehurch! fhep let us remedy thé wrong. Today if the church and all that
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it stands for were removed, what a plight would be ours | lLord Byroa said to the people
of this country and the people of his country. that we were turning our attention to
the other countries, and letting our own countries go back to the dark sges. Ve are
playing fest and loose with religion. China as you knew hag been gravely assanlted in
these latter years. The leader of a Chinese army, himself a great Christian along with
his Christiap wife, said: "We are not going to have peace in the Far Bast or anywhere
else, until we all come back to the feet of Jesus, our Saviour and Lorg."

There was one who stood for us, the one Mediztor between God and man, snd made atonement
for our sins. He is the onme who stood in the gap for us, and stands in the gap forever.
He comes to us in our sad plight and poversy, in all of our spiritual needs and bank-
ruptey, and tells usi "I will teke care of you. I have already made atonement for you.

I have anawered the law of God in your behalf. Every demand I have met. I will do

this for everyone who believes on me, trusts in me, yields his 1ife to me, znd surrenders
himself to me." Won't you accept Him and link your life on to Him as now we sing?



