BEAUTIFUL FAILURES

®4and when she could not longer hide him, she took for him an ark of bulrushes, 2né
daubed it with slime and with pitch, =nd put the child therein; and she laid it in
ths flags by the river's brink.” Exodus 2:3

The history of this world reveals a series of failures that form the steps in the
world's progress. Learning to walk is a series of falls. 4 child first falls, then
lesrns to catch himself as he falis, and thus takes a step. The fertility of the
great river valleys is due to the lack of fertility of the hill country near the

river.,

In our text we have the deseription of 2 besutiful failure. Pharaoh had sald ii, and
it must be so. A1l male babies of the Hebrews must be slsin. They were muliiplying
too swiftly. While the edict was being earried into effect, a beautiful boy baby was
born to slave parents in the land of Goshen. These parents were of moderste social
position, strong perental affection, and good religious charscter. -

#What shall we do with him?" was 8 question often on their lips. "Hide him," was
the only reply. This was done for a few-weeks, but every day brought new fears and
snxiecties. The rising sun, the shining stars, and the neighbors who emiled & knowing
smile, 2ll seemed to say, "You heve failled." One evening = bent slave~Tather entered
2 hwnble home with #n elarmed countensucs, for he hed hesrd his babe's volce from a
distance on his way from work., Thet night wes & sleepless night in the cabin, 4
bright girl eried rneerly all night, = froubled Inther wslied the Fleor end & broken—
hearted mother held their besutiful boy beby closer to her bosom. Next wmorning the
son left the home, Thst is miwmys 2 s=d experience, In this case, it wes very s&d,
for the son wes only three menths old., He wes lef't in o boat Jaunched by his parenis,

' who were conscious of failure. Ohips havessiled meny waters sines, but no other ship

every meant as much to the coming generation. The beat was sent out from the herbor
of parental failure, snd lined with a2 mother's love. It Tloated on the tidss of the
providences of God. It was part of His etern2i plan, and while it signified failwre
on the one hand, it was a beautiful fazilure, Ilooking at this passege we cfn see how
failures become beautiful, Failures are beautiful when: —

They Are Discoveries of the Plan of God.

God works by & plan, whether He is making a leaf, a festher, a tree, a universe, or
jife, Failures are often as necessary to the discovery of His plan as successes are.
is we look back we cen see the grestest thing Moses' pavents did was to fail in thelr
effort to keep him hidden., This is true because it helped to discover Godls greasti plan,

Paul slept at Tross because he hed failed to go to the northeast on a missionary tour.
The Spirit of God caused him to fail to go. Thinking of failure, he fell aslesp and
dreamed he saw 2 man from Macedonia calling Tor help. As he carried out his dream,
the gospel was first preached in Europe, because & men failed.

Joseph's life wss a series of failures. He failed to get slong with his brothers in

the home. He failed to get back home when he went to see them in the fields, He
failed to meke a good impression on Potipher. He failed to get owt of prison after _
two years after he had befriended the butler. And yet, all these failures are beautiful
because they helped him to discover Ged's plan for the world.

Isrsel failed in Bgypt, and her sons were made slaves, The health of lazerus falled,
and he died., Luther failed end wes thrown ‘into prison. Bunmysn failed and was jailed.
Paul failed and was imprisoned, But all these failures are beautif'ul, because they
helped to discover God's plans. Judson first plemned to enter Indis as 2 missionary.
The Governor of the Ezst India Company ordered him out #nd advised him to return to
Americe. He obeyed the order but he did not teke the advice, Instead, he went to
Burma and there he laid the foundstion of 2 grest missionary field.
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A Life of Comtinuous Success Does Not Revesl One's Real Self to dny Men,

If Moses'! parents had not failed, the world never would have known of Moses. Just as
the chemicsl on the photograph paper brings out the picture, so failures in 1ife bring
out the wesk and the strong points that are there. Peter had to feil to walk on the
water ‘before he apprecisted his weakness and Christ's strength. Goddsmith had to fail
to have any money to pay his board before Johnson searched through his papers and found
his menuscript of the "Vicar of Wekefield." Poe's poverty was a "spur to prick the
gides of his intention” and drive him fo labor. Whistler, the great artist, who printed
the picture so of'ten seen on Mother's Day, planned to be a soldier., He went to West
Point, and failed in chemistry. He remarked that if silicon had been 2 gas, he would
have been a Major Genersl. Phillips Brooks planned to be 8 teacher. He was a poor
disciplinarian, and after hav1ng f2iled as 3 tescher he was greatly depressed, and
refused to see anyone. ILater he turned his attention to the ministry and becanme one

of the grestest ministers of a2lil time, Sir Waliter Scott wanted to be a poet. Upon his
failure as such, he turned his atitention to fiction, He was so humbled by his failure
that he wrote his first novel anonymously. And yet, he became England's grestest
novelist. Lincoln failed as & cowuntry storekeeper; but suppose he had succeeded,

Many great things about his marvelous character would have remsined undiscovered.

They:Bevelpﬁ Sympathy in Us,

If continuous success crowns our efforts, ve become unsympathetic 2nd unsymmetrical in

charscter. "All sunshine mekes a desert® is sn old Lrab proverb., £&n occasionsl failure

mekes a Washington. An uninterrupted success makes 2 Napoleon. In the great peach
orchards, they pull green peaches from the trees in order to have, not fewer pesches,
but bigger =2nd better peaches. OSo our lives are sweetened and eﬂlﬁrged by*ﬁ&Vlng some
things teken from us., PCharacter is the fine art of giving up." The spsrk ie brought
from the flint by friction. So the spark of sympathy is struck from the life of
Miltern, George Mztheson, =nd others by the failure of eyesight.

They Adre Stepping-Stones to Higher Things.

Hed the parents of Moses succeeded in hiding him, what would heve bsen the result?

Only snother slsve boy to grow to manhood and perish under the taskmaster's lash, But
failure meant the opening of a gate to a higher life. The world's grest possessions are
purchased st the price of failure, We have automcbiles, because horses failed o travel
fast enough. We have electric lights because tallow candles failed to give enough
illumination, We have telephones because the humen voice failed to carry far encugh.

We have victrola records because the humsn voice failed to speak after deata., Our
languege is the monument to thousards of failures, for every time present words fail

to express the shade of meaning intended other words have been coined until our language
hsas been built like a house a little at 2 time..

‘They Bring Us to God.

If you should ask Jairus what one 2sset he ever possessed that in leter 1life he valued
most highly, I expect he would say it was the failure of his daughter's health and her
death, for these things, so sad at the time, brought the Master into his home. Anything
is beautlful thet brings uvs to God and ensbles us to see Him,



