TER FIRST GOMVANDMENT
(t5ve God First Plage)

"Ard God spake wll these warea, saying, I am Jehovah thy God, Who brought thee cut of
the land of Egypt, out of the house of bondsge. Thou shall h ve no other gods before
Me [ " EfﬁXﬂdﬂS 2(} :1““’3 & '

This evening we are beginning & study of that ancient code knowr as The Ten Cormand-
merts, These rules for living will serve as puidevosts to finer and fuller Miving. -
Violation of ihis sncient code brings disaster to the individuel and to scelelty. To
cbzerve these rules is to plant ocur feet on the rosd to a fuller individusl and seeial
life,

Very appropriately this passage begins with God. That is always the best place to be-
‘gin., It begins by asserting thet God is. The Bible never undertakes to prove that there
is a CGod. It merely proclaims Him,

I. The Igwgiver—-"God spake.”
There are two things reguisite in a lawglver--wisdom and authority.
II, The law--"All these words.”

This means all the words of the moral law.
1. The moral law is perfect.

"The law of the ILord is perfect." Pslam 19:7.
2. The moral law is unslierable,

Tt atill remaing in foree,

Iil. OCur Duties.

Since God spake all them Wwrdsi——
1. We must hesr a1l these words,
His words are too precicus to be lost,
2, We must attend te them with reverence,
3. We must remember all these words.
A11 that God speaks is workth remembering,
4. ¥e mast believe all His words,.
5. ¥Be mugt love His words, '
"G how love I Thy law? it is my meditation all the day "
Pslam 119:57,
6, We must teach all these words to our children.
"These words which I commend thee this day shall be in thy heart, and thou
shalt teach them diligently to thy children.," Deuteronemy 6:7.
7. We must obey all these words,

IV. The Divine Declaration--"I am Jehovah thy God, whe brought thee out of the land of
Egypt, out of the honse of bendage."

1. The Divine Name--"Jehovah,"
It means the eternal, self—ex1st1ng, holy, ever-living, ever-acting, all—glorlous
One.

2. The Divine Relation—-"Thy Ged.m
God is our Gode. Consider the misery of those who do not have Him as their Gode.
What a wonderful privilege it is to have CGod as our God! "Blessed are the people
whose God is the Lord." {(Psdm 1/4:5). Note some of these privileges:—
(1} We may feel the stroke of evil, but not the sting, He is indeed happy who

ig in such a condition.



3.

T

Lo B
s

(%)
(5)

(6)
(7)

Do

Our soule zre safe,

A11 that iz In God ig ours.

God says, "I am thine, and all that I have.” My wisdom shall be thine, to
tesch thees my power shall be thine, to support thee; my mercy shall be
thine, to save thee,
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will leve us desrly. " ‘
cells Bis saints "ihe desrly beloved of my soul.” (Jeremiah 12:7).
will do wmore for ug thar all the werld casn do. What is that?
ge will give us peace in trouble.
He will give a crown of lmmortality.
4 erown of glory thal fadsth not away.“
will besr with meny infirmities,
will chastise ve, but not destroy us.
will be our God forever., ' ‘

"Thie God is owr God for ever snd ever.' (Poalnm 48:14). He is ours from

everiasting in election to everlasting in glory.

The Divine Deliverance—-"Who hrought thee cut of the land of Egypt, out of the
house of bondage."

(1} ¥hy does God mention this deliverance?

e

b.

Beaauvze of the strangepess of it,
He wrought miracle after mirazcle for their deliverance. He sent plagues,
blagted fruits, parted the waters of the Bon, etc.
Beesvuge of the prestness of it.
God delivered Israel from the pollitions of Egypt; Egypt was a bad air
to live in--infested with idolatry. Instead of worshipping the true
God, the Egypiians warsthﬁ@é
(=) Corruptible man,
They deified thelir king, ﬂpls, ferbidding all, under pain of death,
te say that he was a men,
(b ) The hawlk -
(e} The ox.
(@) Creeping things.
The erccodile and the Tndian momse.
Therefore, God mentions this as & memorable and 31gnal favor to Israel,
that He brought them out of such an idelatrous eomntry. "I brought
thee out of the land of Egypt." It is no smell Bbesing to be delivered
from places of dolatry. It is a grest wercy and blessing to be delivered
from & place of idelatry becanmse humen nature is so prone to idelatry,
because we love to have our senses pleased, and because of the greab~
ness of the sin of idolatry. Idolatry is giving that glory to an
image which is due tc God. TIdolatry is such a silly and irrational
rellglen. Sad judgments will be inflicted upon sll idolaters. This
is a sin which enrageth Cod, end makes the fury ceme up in His face,
(Fzekiel 38:18).

Egypt and the house of bondage are the same, except they are expressed under a
different notion. By Fpypt is meant a place of ldolatry and superstition;
by the house of bondage is meant a place of affliction. Why does God allow His
people to be in the house of bondage or in an affllcted state?

For Probation or Trial.

"he led thee through that terrible wilderness, that He might humble thee
and prove thee.t (Deut. $:16).

For Purgation. '

To purge our corruption, "ind this is all the fruit, to take away his
~gin,® (Isaish 27:9). Affliction is not to consume, but to refine.
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(3) For iugmentsiion. : 7
To incresse the graces of the Soirit, Grace thrives mast in the iron
furnace, AFTlictions on the v@&ly'make them better, bud afflictions on
the wicked mﬂke them worses tﬁe godly pray more, end the wicked blaspheme
mOTE o

His deliverance of Isrsel from the house of bondage is the type of His dellverw
ance of the soul from sin, from Sstan, and from hell.

The Divine Prohibition--"Thou shelt have no oﬁher gods before Me, ™

Why did God use the second verscen singular, Thou, irstesd of saying, "You shall

have no other gods"? Because the commandment concerns every one, and Ged would have
you take it as spoken te you by name, Although we are forward to teke privileges

to ourselves, yet we are apt to shift dutlies from curselves to others. This command-
ment is the foundabion of &1l trLe religion. '

What_is it to meke God our God?

1. To Ackrowledgze Him As Our God.
2, To Eanter inito & Solemmn Covenant with Him.
3. To Give Him Adorsticn.
(1) Reverencing Hinm.
God is tc be had in reverence of all them that are about Him." (Psalm 89 AN
(2) Adoring Fim.
Torship the Iord in the beauty of holiness.” (Psalm 29:2),
Divine worship is the peculiar honor which belongs to God. This He ig
jealcus of , and will not permlt a creature to share in i%.
4s To Fear Him,
This means to have such an holy awe of God upeor our hesrts that we dare not in-
dulge in sin, '
5- To TI’US'b iﬂ Himo :
"Mine eyes are unto Thee, O God the Lord: in Thee is my trust." (Psalm 141:8).
God only is a sufficient foundation to build our trust upon. Trusting God is
when we rely on His power as a Creator, and on His love as a Fsther.
6. To love Him,
7. To Serve Him,

Put God first im thought, in desire, in motives, in determination, and in actioms.



