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THE FOURTH COMMANTIENT
Exodue 20:8=-11

In our study of the Firsit Comusndment, we saw thet we are to worship Jehovah, our
God., and nome other. - ¥Thou shelt have no other gods before me.' In our study of
the Second Commsndment, we saw that we are o worship Jebovsh, our God, directly,
without the intervention of imsses of any kind. In our study of the Third Commend-
ment, we saw thet we are to worship Jeheowsh, our God, sincerely, deveutly, and
sdoringly. Fihou shelt not take the name of the Lord thy CGod in vein.% Ve zre to
worshin God; we sre to worshln Him directly; we are to worship Eim devoutly. In
the Fourth Comssndment, we lesrn when we zre to worship God.

Its Authority.

Ged apopointed it. It was preceded both by example and by precept. ¥ind on the
seventh fay God ended his work which he had made; znd he rested on the seventh

day from =ll his work whicii he had mede. A4And God blessed the seventh day, and
sanctified it: Ybecause thet in it he had rested from sll his work which God created
and made." (Genesis 2:2~3). Jehovah blesssed and hallowed the Sabbath. Its holy
nature comes from God's blessing and hallowing.

Its Dubies.

1, %o work six days.
God commanis w8 Yo work six davs, as well ss to rest on the seventh day. Work
is ments pormsl condition. -Man is b0 work for his own sske. XHegerd with dis-
trust every able-~bedied man who is vnwilling to work when he has oppertunity.
Listsn to the grestest of 21l the avostles: "If any will not work, neither let
him eat.® Men is to work for Godls sske.
Z. To rest on the seventh doy.
God comzands. the day of rest. Here ig the resson which God gave for the command:
#¥or in six days the Lord mede heaven and earth, the ses, and 211 thet in them
~is, and rested the sevenih day: wherefore the Lord blessed the sabbath day, znd
hollowed it.% (Exodus 26:11).

Tre seventh day is to be o dsy of rest fer the body, jaded with the toils of

the week: a day of rest for the mind, jeded with the cares of the week; a day

of rest for the hesrt., Jaded with the griefs of the week.

(1) The day of rest is net indolence.
God dees not sanctiorn laziness in any form; therefore, the day of rest is
not to be considered as an excuse for indulging and the promoting of indolence.
It is a dzy of usefulness.

{2} The day of rest should be sacred.
I{ is one of the few memorials that is hallowed by the Lord and is therefore
precious o the believer. The sacredness of the day needs $0 be emphasizad
in these days of gross indifference and irreverence.

(3) The day of rest is divinely warranted.
We must observe the divine ordination of the Ilordl's Day as a day of rest.

3. To use the Lord's Day for religicus purposes.

{1) Remding the Werd. .
The Word is a great mesns b0 sanciify the heart. "Sanctify thew through Thy
truth.®  (John 17:17). Ve are not to resd the Word cerelessly, but with
seriousness and affection. God wents the Lord's Day to be senciified by the
study of the Scriptures.

{2} HMeditation.
a. Meditate on the works of crestion.

"The Lord made heavern and earih, ithe ses....® Creztion is a looking-glass
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in which we see the wisdeom and power of God gloriously represented, and
he who can create can also provide.
b. Heditete on Godls holiness. , ‘
"Holy and Tevererd is his name.® (Psalm 111:9). @God is essentially and
efficiently holy. God loves holiness. He counts holiness His glory and
the most sparkling jewel of His crown.
c. Meditate on Christ's love in redeeming us.
“ind from Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness, and the first
begotten of the dead, and the prince of the kings of the earth. TUnio .
him thst loved us, ané wasbed us from our sins in his own bloca.?
(Revelation 1:5)}. Redemption exceeds creation; the one is & mopuwment of
God's power, while the other is & monument of His love. Meditation on
Christls love will kindle our love for Him. How can we look on Christls
bleeding ané dyling for us and our hearts not be warmed with leve for Hlﬂ?
d. Heditate on the glory of hesven.
Such meditation will reise our hearts above the world. It will guicken
affection and add wings o devotlon.
{3) Prayer.
Pray for a bleSQing upon the Word which is to be preached, that by it our
minds mey be illuminated, our corruptions weakened, and our sbock of grace
increased. Let us not only pray for ourselves, but for others also. Fray
for bim who dispensss the Word; that his tonsus shall be touched with a
coal from Godls alisr; that God weuld wara his heart who is %o help to warm
others. Przy with reverence, humility, fervency, and hope in God‘s mercy .
{4) Public Worship.
Secret communion is edifying to the individual, but it is noi snough. It
E— is & grievous misteke for one to willingly absent himself from church if
public services are aveilable. The fellowship of the saints as experienced
in public worship cannot be geined by any other method than by attending
public worship.

IIT. Tis Mecessity.

1. ¥an needs the Ssbbath for his physical nature.
2. Man needs the Szbbath for his mental nature. ,
3. Hon needs the Sabbath for his religious naturs.

IV. 1%s Rewards.

1. Delight in the Lord.
BIf thon turn away shy foot from the sabbath, from doing thy pleasure on ny holy
day; and call the sabbath a delight, the holy of the Lord, homourable; znd shali
honour him, not doing thine own ways, nor finding thins own vpleasure, nor spesk-

ing thine own words: Then shalt thou delight ithyself in the Lord." (Issish 58:13-14).

2. Success in the world.
faind I will cause thee to ride upon the high places of the sarth.® (Isaiah 58:14).
Real success is promised to those who trust the Lord and obey Him in Sunday
observance.

3. Satigfaction in the soul. 7
HAnd I will feed thee with the heritage of Jacob thy father: for the mouth of
the Lord hath spoken it." (Isaizh 58:14). It is & sad day when the heritage
handed down by fazthers in Sunday observance has been lost by sons in Sundey dese~
cration. Our fathers obssrved Sundsy in heaort and home and church. As a result,
they found soul saitlisfaction and handed down a glorieus ﬁ&&ltage $o their sons.
‘Shall we lose this glorious heritage?




