o

FATREST OF ALL

TWho ig like unto Thee, O Iord?? Exodus 15:11

The world sadly undervalues the lord Jesus Christ, as may be gathered from the

action of Judas Iscarict, who cold his Master for thirty vieces of silver, which
was the market price of a common slave. There are two passages of Seripture,
however, which depiet the value of Him whese price is "above rubles."  The
Tsraelites persuaded David not to go out into the battle by saying, "Thoun art
worth ten thousand of us.® (IT Samuel 12:3). Tn answer to the guestion of the
daughters of Jerusalem, the Bride replied, "My Beloved is the chiefest ameong ten
thousend.® (Song of Solowon 5:10).

The first passege extols David's worth. Devid is one of the most maznificent
characters in Holy Writ. The stories of his career never lose their charm or grip

Tor the young or the old. But as the Bible is true to life, it tells the truth

about each life. It portrays the defects as well as the glories of a reign like
David's. In its pages we find him suffering the consequences of his terrible sin.
In fleeing from Abgalom, he was but reaping whaet he had sown, II Semmel 18:3
reveals the love and loyelty of those who followed David. To them, he was worth
ten thousand of the best. There was none like him, and such admiration brought
comfort to his broken heart. His followers encouraged their Iking to stay behind
to succor, to guide, and to bless those who tarried by the stuff. If he was killed
in battle, then their light wonld be guenched. Becsuse of his kingly quslities,
hig place could not be filled.

Devid was wllling %0 suffer with his people. ¥He belisved that example was better
than precept. A captain always inspires courage when he eries, "Follow me." He
was merciful and considerate. Absalom, his waywsrd son, was the cause of his
angvuish. Absalom wanted David killed, and David wanted Absalom spared. To show
you thal he overceme evil with good, T merely refer you to his statement, "Deal
gently for my sake with the young man.?

David was loving and forgiving. He carried no desire for revenge asgainst his
rebellious son. Hear him say, "Would God I had died for thee, O Absalom.” When
the people sew such neble traits in the daily life of their king, what else could
they say but, "Thou art worth ten thousand of us®?

The esteem in which David was held is sweetly suggestive of the Tord Jesus. This
brings us Yo the iypical festures of our second verse, "My Beloved is the chiefest
among ten thousand.” Israel's 1llustrious king is an ouistending type of the King
Eternal. ™o is like umio Thee, 0 Lord?™ :

Is there any conreciion between IT Samuel £:3 and Song of Yclomon 5:107 Solomon,
who wrote the latter, knew all about Isrsél's estimation of and adwiration for his
father; so he places such languzge in the mouth of the Bride as she extols hery
Beloved. Surely, saintly souls were not deluded vhen they discovered in such
language the superior worth of our sdorable Iord. Truly, He is the fairest of all.

Christ Is Holier In Birth.

Although he condescended to become the Man, Christ Jesus, let it never be forgotten,
never occupled our posiiion in regard to sin. There is a great gulf between his
entrance and our entrance into the world. Being conceived of the Holy Spirit, He
czme into humenity supernaturslly. We were born in 8in and shapen in iniguity.
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Christ Is Firmer In Friendship.
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We came into the world by wey of natursl generation. Not so with Christ! E He
was not miraculously born, then His value is reduced. He would not be worth ten
thousand of us,

Christ Is Purer In Life.

Robert Murray MeChewre was one of the most scintly meh of the last century. Yet
his "Memoirs" arc . of confessions of sirs. Upon every page thers is z Tresh
discovery of his evil hesrb. Sudscribing to the experience of another, he could
sing,

MThey who fain would serve Thee best
Are consclous most of sin within.®

But no such confessions ever left the faultless lips of the lord Jesus. IListen to
His cwn claim, "Which of you convinceth me of =in?% 'The Prince of this world
cometh end’ hatn nothing in me.! Setan hee something, however, even in the besi,
ranely, thelr old nature. Christ was holy, =znd therefore unlike us. Thirnk of the
holiest mern or woman whom you have ever seern, hesrd of, or resd about, and then
compare such a one with the vnsullied 1ife ne Lord Jesus., It will be like
rolding the candle to the sun, Tor He is “red and incomparsble. He 18 vorth
fen thotigend times ten th * the ?ivef that ever bresthed. |
He is the porest of the ad the * the pure, Samuel therford
2id, "No pen, no word, no iumase can exyre T you the loveliness of my own, only
Lord Jesus.” '
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- Yes, and it is His passion to make us like wvnbo Himself. He greatly desires our

beauby. He walls Te impart His own lovely holiness. BShall we, by faith, recelive
& .
it?

David wes willing to suffer with his loyel people t, responding to their con-
sideraste words, he remained hehind in 2 safe p¢ace. Ohrist not only said, "I will
surely go forth with vou myself also,' but te went. He suffered Himself to be
tested in all poinits 1like as we are. The beauty of His friendship is seen in that .
He shares all of our experiences, sin excepied., He is with vs in all the conflicts
of life. &11 of us have friends who ere kind, generous, and self-sacrificing: bub
the Tord Jesus is worth more than Hen thousand of the hegt friends it is possible
to have. The best of earth can feil., OChrigt's friendship is constent. He is
firm, ab:dino, changeless, and ftrue in His love and sympathy. What do we kmow
about the undying zrlend5b1p of this friend "who sticketh clcser than a brother
Is He cur friend?

yn

That A Friend

What a Friend we have in Jesus,
A1l our sins and griefs to bear!
What a privilege to carry
Everything to God in prayer !

0 what peace we often forfeis,

0 what neediess »ain we besr,
£11 becsusge we do nol carry
Ev'rything to God in Prayer !
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Have we trials and tempistions?
Tg there trouble anywhere?

We should never be discouraged,
Take it %o the lord in praver.
Can we find & friend so felthful
Who will all ocur sorrows share?
Jestus knows our ev'ry weslkress,
Take it to the lord in Draver.

Are we weak snd heavy-laden,

Cumbered with a losd of cere?--
Precious Savior, still our refuge,--
Take it to the Lord in prayer.

Do thy friends despise, forsake thee?
Take it tc the Lord in prayer:

In His erms He'll take and shield thee,
Thou wilt find a solace there.

Christ Is Kinder In Grace.

In David's concern over fbsslon, we can trsce our Saviours mercy for the wayward
and rebelliocus. David's forpiving grece is a tyove of the loving kindness of ths
Lord Jesus. This esrth possesses those who are so gracious, kind, forgiving:

who bear no revenge or carry no snimosity, elthough they ars despised and rejected;
btut Christ exceeds and excels them all. There is no love and grzce like unto Fis.
He is peerless in the realm of mercy, pardon, and forgiveness. He is worth ten
thousand in that He forgives so freely. We have reserves. If a friend grieves us,
we gey, Well, T will forgive him, bub—-." The lord Jesus had no Ybubs.” The
old score wes not only forgiven but also forgotien. One has said, “Sinuners can do
nothing but meke wounds that Christ may heal them; and meke debts that He may pay
them; and make f2lls thet He may reise them; and mske desths that he may quicken
them; and spin ocut and dig hells to themselives that He may ransom them,m

Chrigt Ts Greater In Sserifice.

It was David's sorrowful lament that he was nct able to die for ibsslon. Although
he wag a warrior, he was not allowed to fight with his brave men. The marvel of
the Cross is that the Lord Jesus did fight and die. He gave Himself for avery
rebellicus Abszlom, and died for every rebel of Adam's race. David staved behind

in a safle place; but the lord Jesus ceme out of His ivory peleces snd, at Calvary,
achieved a glorious victory over sin snd Satsn,

Yeg, and multitudes have died for Him. Think of the iljustzicus roll of martyrs,
missicnaries, and saints who have laid down their Jives for His sske, Thousands
are now ready to hazard their lives for Him. But His death is worth more thsn ten
thousend thousand of such glorious deaths bscause of its object. He died to
1" 1

econcile man to God. "He died that we might be forgiven.® In the death of the

Christ Is Higher In Honor.

When we think of the most honorable of the earth, we are made to feel so humble; _
but where is there nobility comparable to Christ's? TIs He not worth more than tens
of thousands of the highest, snd noblest, and best? &s King of Kings and Iord of
lords, He is high over 8ll. 'iho is like unto Thee?®
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Yrightest splendor. Vhat is He worth
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we glve Him in our lives. FHe is
J. Stuart Tolden tells us thet
Chiristisng "are mainly those who give Him place,

those who give Him promnd ce, and 1 : Hinm pre-eminence.”

May ours be the appropriatiorn of Hls fullnese, and the undying passion to give Hin

the place of pre-eminerce in ail things!




