TEE FIFIE COMMANIRERT

Homor Your Perents

"Honeur thy father and thy mother: $hat ihy days mey be long uwpon the land which
the lord thy God giveth thes.® {Zxodus £0:12). :

The first four Commendmnents have o do with owr duties to Ged, and the last six
Commandsents hsve to do wiith our dubies to men.

Thisz Commendment ecslis Tor zn abtitude of reswect, reverence, courbtesy, submission,
loysliy, and obedlsnce on the pard of childrven towsrd thelr psresnts. How shockingly
oli-foeghioned it sounde to our modern ears | (ur wodern version of this rwle is

net, "Chiléren, obey ¥your parenis in the Ilord: for this is righi.% as Panl states

i%. 1% iz rather, "Ferents, ohey your children, for you cen't afford to be bothered.®

* ¥hat is the purpose of this maie? Po the minds of some it is geeking the well-

IT.

mothers. 1% is seebing to gusrantee to them

veing and hapviness of fathers

the jov that comes f?ﬁ& ﬁﬂﬂﬁieim children. It is trying to spure them the paip and
anguisn of being dighonorsd and negleeted. Iie turvose is fc meve parenis the
tragedy of kvowing "how sherver than a serpenids ftooth it is to have 2 thankless

ckilg
Bat this is not she primsry purpcse of the rule at all. ¥While loyslity o it would
: ] endless prin and heartache, while obedience to it would bring them
csured Joy, its real purpose iz pot to gafegusrd youth. It does nod look foward
ast, but towerd the future. This ie evident when we novice the ones who sre
i ofi% through obedience fo i%. Hhis role hes » promise aitached 1o it. Fhis

se iz not o parvenlts. bubt to children.

¥hom Must We Honor?
fHonour thy father and thy mother.?
iy Shoulsd We hongr Our Parentsl

1. ¥We owe our cxzisienece to ithem.
Z. Ve are nade in their imace.
3. Relobtlonshiy demands it.
4, Gratitude demands it. _ '
fhey carried us in infeney and early childhood, fed us, elothed us, provided
shelter, susfenance, and protection for uws, loved us as no one else ecould, and
watched us with initense interest-—in the opening of cur minds o the iruth,
and in our progress im educetional, secialy business, and professional life.
Out of gratituce to them, we ought te heonor them.
. Self-respect rrompis ii.
It is 2 privilege.
It iz a duty.
It is righ ' -
Farents know more than their children. 4 mother should know more at thirty then
her davghter doss st ten. A father will know mors st forty than his son will
2t fifteen. Of course. your caze may be an excepiion; bui this commsnd assumes
that fathers apd mothers learn something by the very vrocess of living., It is
the child's right to share in the treasures of thisz accumulated knowledge.
9. Christ set us an evample. ‘
Ee wes under the control of Mary.
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10, God commands i%. :
fHonour thy father and thy mother.® CGod esteblished the fewily; therefore, it

is & divine institubtion. It is the first institution on earth, both in time
and in imporiance. As femily life is, so will the church and ths state be.
¥hen the homes decay. both the churches and the state decay.
1i. 1% gives parents great gaiisfaection.
Children shoulé stvive for the happiness of their parents. Tiscbedience to
them brings hearteche and suffering.
1Z. Heny blessgings result from it.
(1) Watiomanl Stability.
{2} ilongevity.
ihet thy dsys may be long upon the lsnd which the Loerd thy God giveih
thee." A& child who lesrns self-contrel, submissica o suthority, and
obedience t¢ law will cbey the laws of health. When he grows up and enters
Yusiness, he will obey tke laws of business, industry, enterprise, per—
severance, and success. One who will not honor his parents will not make
2 200d MAN O & Z004 Woman,
13. The time is coming when i% will be impossible for you ic honor them.

I11. How Cen Ve Honor Owr Parenis?

1. By Ezypregsisns of EHespeet.

2. By True Reverence.

3. By Constant Affection.

b, By Cultivating Froper Habits.

5. By Untiring Obedience.
Disobedience to varents is apballing. An Englishman was asked what he had seen
in Americs; and he rveplied; "Many obedient parents.®

6. By Spesking Well of Them.
The lack of respect for perents todey is alsrwing. FNo child ever has & right
to refer to his or her parents as "the old men" or "the old woman.® Sach
expressions show & leek of eculbure, refinement, and Christianity.

7. By Bight Iivinz.

8. By Yskinge Care of Them in Their 0l4 Age.
Paresutz spend their lives in providinge for their children. This fact involves
a kindred oblization on the other side. Natural affection requires i}. Godls
¥oeré also confirms it: ¥iet them learn first teo shew piety at home, and o

requits their parents: for that is good and accepitable before God.® (I Tim. 5:4).

Children must patiently besr with the weaknesses and infirmities of thelr aged
parents. Many children today are so lacking in gratitude thai they allow thelr
parents to be taken o county infirmaries or force them to live on old-~age
‘pensions of smsll smounts rather than provide for them.

This command is reflexive. It speaks to the child and says, "Honor your parents.®
It speaks to the parent and says, "Be honorable." Parenis shounld realize their
God-given office. UThey should love their children. They should provide for their
children. "But if azny provide snot for his own, and especially for those of his
own house. he hath denied the feith, and is worse then an infidel.® (I Tim. 5:8).
They are responsible for providing shelier, sustenance, protection, and religious
ingtruection. God holds parents responsible for teiing thelr children to church

.services. 3JSome say thev will rot go 1o church becsuse they were made to go when

they were children. That statenment isn't any more sensible and doesn't have any
more Ltruth in it than to sy, "I can't read because I was forced to go %o school
when I was & child.¥ DParenis are required %0 train their childrem—-uot just $o
make & living, but to live Lo the glory of God and for the good of others. As o
parent, therefore, be sincere, unselfish, iruthful, loving, and righieous.




