QUR GRACICUS GUIDE

®And he said, My presence shall go with thee, and T will give thee
regt.” Exodus 33:14,

Another year has passed inkto the eternal records. VWhatever we have
done in 1058 is done, and we cannot rewrite the story. The old year

is beyond recall, with all of its disappointments, failures, accomplish-~
ments and encouragements, and we must abide by the conseguences of

cur living during it.

Another milestone zlong life's highway has been passed, and time has
again opened to us the gates into another year. What may transpire

in it is concealed from our present view., We are starting 1959 with
anticipations, purposes, plans and projects, but we do not know an

aught of fulfillment or realization. We do not know what any day or
any vear will bring forth. It is guite 1likely that during this year

we shall be introduced to temptations, threubles and frials equal te

or greater than any we have yet experienced., Doubtless we shall be

the recipients of numerous blessings, opportunities amnd responsibilities.
We do not know what is ahead of us, but God knows., If we will only
yvield ourselves to Him, He will lead us safely through, regardless of
what we shall encounter on the way. He has said, "As thy days, so shall
thy strength be.®

Notice carefully how that promise runs. It does not say, %As thy 1life
is, or as thy years are, or as thy weeks are, so shall thy streangth
be.® But, it does say, %As thy days, so shall thy strength be.® For
each day as it comes, Godls strength will be given to us, but just

for a day at a time. The way to live under any circumstances is

just a day at a time. No strength will be given today for tomorrow.
Godts Word assures us that sufficient strength will be given us fer
the needs of today, no more than is needed, but no less. God deals
with us on the day by day and hour by hour plan.

Listen to this great promise,; spoken by the living God to His servant
Moses at the time of a great crisis. The lot of Moses af that time

was an unenvisble ene. He was about to guit the familiar ground, his
abiding place in exile, the mountain region of Horeb. His path lay
through unknewn degerts. It wounld most surely he beset by daring and
experienced foes., I was a prespect bhefore which even & soul of hereic
mould might dread. Enowing that he was surrounded by enemies and
facing tremendous difficulties, we naturally sympathize with Moses im
his great anxiety.

T+ is mnot easy for us to realize under what strenuons circumstances the
conversation between God and Moses took place. Even Moses was disililus-
ioned. He had Jjust come down from the glory of the vision on the mount,
and naturally felt a physical reaction. On top of that came terrible
digiilusionment, for Aarvon had let him down badly. The people had de--
manded a ¢alf to go hefore them, The sin of the golden calf had dark—
ened the whole scene, and Moses was looking forward to the fubture of his
leadership of the unfaithful and restive people with a sinking heart.

As a matter of fact, though he did meot realize it fully, he did not
merely have before him a few difficult weeks or monihs, but years of
toil and care., In his dire need and sore dlsStress 1€ ,.37e4 npon God.
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Ounr Gracious Guide Sustains,

"My presence shall go with thee.?” Moses was to have a personal
Companicn and Fartner. He was permitted to hold converse with One
Who was strong enough to meet all of his needs for sustenance.
There are times when we find curselves in apparently hopeless
dilemmas, and veb in the most unexpected and unlikely ways God
provides deliverance., Some years ago a Christian missionary was
being pursued by a hostile tribe. His strenglth was almost gone,
znd seeing a2 narrow cave he crawled in there as a last hope and
commended himsell to the care of God. . Scaresely had he entered
when a gpider began Lo weave his web across the entrance. An hour
later his pursuers came, and were about to gearch the cavern when
one of them noticed the spider?s web, and said: ®It is unseless Lo
enter there, for had he gone in he would surely have broken that
web." Sc they passed on, and the servant of God escaped. I do
nct know by just what means God will deliver uns freom the perils of
the coming year, but I do know that He will. [His resources are
infinite and He will sustain and care for us.

Our Gracious Cuide Satisfied.

¥In thy presence is fulness of joy:; at thy right hand are pleasure
for evermore.® For the person whe abides in the presence of the
Lord there is Tulness of Jjoy noew., Christ saild, "These Lthings have
‘¥ spoken unto you that my Joy might abide in you, and that your joy
might be full® {(John 15:11)}. :

This worlid does not have any pewer te satisfy. This is oot any
denial of the existence of pleasure in the waye of the worldling,
but they are very unlike Lhe Jovs of which the Psalmist wrote, It
iz noet possible to bhe perfectly happy without Christ; neither is it
possible to lack Jjoy Aif we are in true fellicwship with Him,

God's presence is the highest blessing. HNething else can be compared
with it, His presence enriches all other blessings. They are not

the same to us without it as they are witk it. His presence gives
rest From the cravings of an unsatisfied spirit, from the distractions
anmidst uncongenial scenes and asscocliations, from the disguietude which
results from want of human sympathy, and from apprehensions regarding
the future., He gives rest from worry and the fear of death.

There are two possible sorts of rest. One is rest after toll, the
iving down of the weary, at the end of the march or at the end of
the labor. The other ig rest in toil;, the intermpal and deep repose
and liberty of a spirit which has found a hidden refuge and retresat,
where feeling is calm and disengaged, while the march or the labor
are still in full force. This last type of rest is whal is promised
in the text. "There remaineth, therefcre, a rest for the people of
God® applies to the here and now as well as Lo eternity in heaven.
Ch, the glory of the rest that remains for the people of Godl

God's presence goes with us not as an applauding spectator, or
interested friend, but as Conguercr with us and for us. Others
beholding will mnote that those who walk in His presence live vic-
toriocusly. The ontside world finds out very guickly whether you

are living in the presence of God or not, It is truly wonderful

to Jive in the sweet conscicusness of the nresence of d. Personally,
I would not want to face this year upon which we have entered unless
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I knew that the presence of God would be with me., God in Christ is
with us in reconciliation; He is with us in cooperation and in loving
fellowship., If you will make this statement, "If thy presence go

net with me, carry us not up hence,?® your sincere petition, and are
willing fto pay the price that it invelves, then inte your heart will
come the promise of our text, "y presence shall go with thee, and

I will give thee rest.”
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