SIN, EARTH'S GREATEST BIOT

"ind the lord passed by before him, and procleimed, The Lord, The Iord God, mereiful
and gracious, longsuffering, and ebwmdant in goodnese and truth, Keeping mercy for
thousands, forgiving inigmity and transgression and sin" Exodus 34 t6=7.

Next to the dectrine of God comes the doctrime of men. Then, clese wpon our Inow-
ledge of God and man eomes the study of that which separates them, gin. Any dis-
cussion in which man's relationship to God is comsiderved is incomplete unless it
tekes inte account the faclt of sin. :

At the outset we shall netice a few definitioms of sin:
1., 8in Is a Breach of Rela‘tions._ Between Man and God.

It is the departure of the sinner from Ged's will,
2. Sin Is a Rebellion Agsinst the Will of God.

Sin is the result of choice, & choice contrary te the mind and will of God,
Having the power of cholce, men is free to obey Cod or fo disebey Him. Hantg
perscnal opposition to the will of God is sin. Sin ie any thought, desirs,
word, or dead éemtrery to the will of God., Rebellion ageinst the will of God
neuelly monifests itself in a determinetion to heve one's own way regerdless
of consSequences. '

3, 8in Is a2 Trensgression of the law of God.

"Whosoever commitbeth sin trensgresseth slse the law: for sin is the trans-
gression of the law"™ T John 334, Transgressiom means to go across. Fer
exsmple, you see a traffie Llight which ie shining red, snd you go across the
street just the same. You heve transgressed the lsw——you have broken the law.
God's lew chows man whet is right and vhst is wrong. VWhen we go acress it,
we bsve sinned. When ome goes scress the line which merks the boundary be-
tween right smnd wrong, whether unintentionslly or deliberately, he has ginned,
The law of God demends a perfect obedience, but none cen jeld such cbedisnce,
Hence, the curse of a broken law rests upon all of those vho break it.

4. Sin Is a Missing of the Mark.

Godls law requires perfeetion, and anything shert of that is sin. imy failure
to reach the divine Heal, or to measure up to the divine standard, is sin. Tor
81l have sinned, and come short of the glery of God." Sin causes one to come
short of the correct way of life, Any clain, therefore, to sinlessness by any
person living in the flesh, is wholly presumptuous, for as long as one is unable
to reach completely the standard of perfeection as exemplified by Christ, he is
missing the mark and is guilty of sin.

5, Sin Is a Fellure To ILive Up To the Light We Have.

"Therefore to him that knoweth to do geed, and dosth it not, to him it is sin®
Jemes 4:17. To lezve undone what we know we should do, is te sin. There are -
some pevple who knew thet they should confess Christ as Saviour, that they should
follow Eim in boptism, thst they should be active church members, that they should
tithe, etc., however, they have refused to do any of these things. In sc doing
they sin against the lord. ‘
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%in Is a Lack of Faith in God,

"for whatsoever ig not of faith is ain" Romans 14:23.

- 8in Is a Wrong Treatment of Others.

(1} Pride
"in high look, and a proud heart, and the plowing of the wicked, is
gin® Proverbs 21:4.

(2} PFavoritism, :
. *But if ye have respect to persoms, ye commit sin, and are convinced of
the law as transgressors” James 2:9. o -_

(3} T11 Treatment
"He that despiseth his neigbbour sinneth: but he that hath mercy on the

poor, happy is he" Proverbs 14:21.

hecording to Dr. A. B, Davidscn, im the sthere of religion, sim is idolatry; in the

sphere of speech, sin is falschocd; in the sphere of eivil 1ife, sin is Injustiee;
end in the sphere of the mind, sin is guile or lack of simeerity.

I.

The Reality of Sin.

There is something terribly wromg with this world in which we live. TFriemds tell
us the stories of black deeds which they have committed or witnessed. We read
abeut evil deeds in every newspaper, and we hear about them onm every radic news
broadeast, We look aroumd uvs snd see wickedness rampant om every side, Cer-
tainly there is semething wromg with the world, and this trouble is not on the
surface, bub it is deep-sected and internsal. One mmst be blind indeed if he
cannol see that something in humen nature is out of joint, oubt of line with the
good, and cut of harmory with Ged.

There are four things thet vrove to us beyond a peradventure of a doubt that
sin is & sad and tervible reality: . o

1. Eiperience .

Issiah said, "Woe is me ! for 1 am undone; becauss I am a men of unelean lips,
and I dwell irn the midet of a people of unclean lips™ Isalsh 6:5. Men koow
themselves to be simmers, Every men knows that he has come short of per-

. feection. He is gullty of sins of commission when he viglates God's law, and
ke is guility of sins of omission when he fails to do what God has commanded.

2. CUbgervation.

As we lock atout us, we recogrize that nome sre perfect; even the best of
our scquaintsnces have some faulbs. Some are not ag sinful as cthers, but
none are perfect. Blind indeed are the eyes which de mot see the blighting
and blasting and brutelizing pewer of sin in bhumen life.

3. History.

As we look over tﬁe »acord of man's achievements in this world, one promi-
nent characteristic alweys meets us. The highest achievements, the noblest
dgeds, and the most gloricus and enduring triumphs are stained with human
sine
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4. Seripture.

Ged's Word emphssizes the fact of man's sinfulness. BExperienmce teaches,
observation discloses, histery snd the Scriptures declare the fact of sin,
It is foolish to deny, to ignore, or to evede the fact that sim is a reality.
We know toec much about sin to demy it; we heve wabched its resulis too

often te ignore it; ond we are too human to evade it. '

The Range of Sin,

God's Word plainly teaches thet sin is universel in its renge. All people of
every race ere simners, This is ome of the elearest teachings of the Bible.
The range of sin is not only universal, bubt mniversally perscmal. "for all
have sinned, and come short of the glory of Cod" Romens 3:23. There is not an
exception. The verdict of the Holy Spirit is thet ™here is no man that sine
peth not" I Kings 8:46. "Surely there is not a righteous men upon the earth,
that doeth good, snd simneth not® Feelesiastes 7:20. YIf we say thal we do not
have sin, we deeeive ourselves, and the truth is not im us® I John 1:8, WNob
merely are we misteken, but "We lead ourselves astray". We do for eurselves
what Satan tries to do for us., We know thet the sssertien which we mske is
false, but we try to versuade vurselves thet it is true. We delude ourselves;
but, we do not deceive others who know us.

The Results of 8in.

1. Alienation From God

It is.of the very nature of sin to slienate men from God. It cuts off man
from God, "From whom all blessings flow". After Adem disobeyed God, in his
sheme, he hid himself from Ged. "And they heard the voice of the lerd God
welking in the gerdem in the eool of the day: and Adam and his wife hid
themselves from the presence of the ILord CGod amongst the treses of the gar-
den. And the Iord God czlled unto Adem, and said wnbe him, "Where art
thou?" GCemesis 3:8-2. 8in is the grest sepsrator. There must be separa-
tion from sin or there will be & distsnce between the simmer and God.

2. Depravity..

The depravity of men's meture is inherent and umiversal. "Behold, I was
shepen in iniquity; and in sin did my mother conceive me' Psalm 51:5.

"The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked: who can
¥now it?" Jeremish 17:9. All of . the parts of man's nature have been affscted
by sin. Sin taints the affections, warps the intelligence, and perverts the
will, Msn is totally depraved in the sense that he has the inherent ten-
densy toward evil, that his whole nature has been weakened by sin, that he

is totally umable to deliver himself from the power of sin, and without the
redeeming power of God's grace, he will sink deeper into sin.

3. Degradation,

Sin is a brand op the memory, & burden on the conscience, a feiter om the
will, and a pollution on the mind. Sin rebs & man of peace, mekes him a
toel of Satan, and brings remorse, fear, snd dark forebodings regarding the
Puture. £in esuses mon's persenaliby to shrivel because it cuis kim off”
from fellowship with Cod, and disrupbts bis reletiors with his fellowmen,



4. Death.

Physical death is the first 'oenalty of gin., God said to Adam, YIf you eatl
of this tree, you will surely die." Adam ste of the forbidden fruit, and in
due time, he died., If he had vot sinned, death would not have entere& the
door. F‘rom the time of the desth of Adam mntil the present, desth has

never been awided except by divine interposition as in the cases of Enoch
end Elijsh, Spiriteal death, or the separation of the soul from God, is the
result of sin, Fternsl de&ath, ‘o the Tinal end everlastlng separation of
the soul from God, is the resul:i of sin.

"mlerefore, as by ope men sin eptered inmbto the world,; and death by sing

and sc death passed uporn all men, for they all have S:mned" Romans 5*12
"For the wages of sinm is death; but the gift of God is eternal 1ife thr@'agh
Jesus Christ our Yord® Fomans 6.43e

IV. The Remedy For Sin.

Sir is the trage&y withont & p&rallel in history, but God has pmvzded a. salvae
tion that saves from sin. The remedy is greater than the disease. The plaster
is larger than the wound. '¥here sin abounded grace did much more abound", What,
then, is the remedy for sin? Sin's remedy lies in finding someons who can aet

as & substitute for the eimer; teke awsy hils sing, remove the barrier between
the sinner snd God, end communicate God's pature to the sinner., Jesus Christ

is the one and only remedy for sin.

If you ars God's faithful child, come to His throne of grace with boldness, ask
the lord to purify your heart, and cleanse you frem your sins, Commit yourself
to Him as yom say:

T am eoming Jesus, coming,
At Thy feet I huzbly bow,

T havs tasted Thy salvation,
But T want the fulness now."

If you are a backslider, retwrn to Him with a confession om your lips and ask
Him to give you back the peace and joy you onee had.

If yom are unsaved, acknowledge your sin, repenit toward God, and believe on the
lord Jesus Christ, :



