RESPECT THE RIGHTS OF OTHERS
BThon shalt noet siszl." Exodus 20515.

Psrheps it is not necessary to warn you sgsinsit the grosser violations of this commandunent,
for you do not often practice this sin. Shop-1ifting and pocket-picking are not your
practices. But & man can be a thief withoui cracking a safe or holding up & bank.
Indirect stealing of various kinds is indeed very common.

I. Whet Is Implied In This Commendment?

The right of private ownership. Men has & right to own property. Why is this sof?
Different answers may bes advanced.

1. HModern philosophy ssys, "Might mskes right." Thers is & theory thai superior
brains and superior muscles give right to possession.

2. Ancther says, "Private ownership brimgs the greatest joy and.happiness t0 manking."

3. Another says, "Private ownership is expsdient since through it men's talents are
developed.” ,
Property is the mesns of advancing our individuality.

4, some say, "Well, it is genmeraslly teken for granted.”
5. Others say, "Becsuse of the common consent of mankind."
6. We are told thet it is "4 creation of humen law.!

7. The fact is, "It is a Godwgiven right.”
Man has the right of private ownership becsuse God gives him that right. He -
gives him that right because he is an imsge bearer of God. The grest underliying
principle is that God is ithe absolute owner of 211 that is His. His righit of
possession is based upon Eis work of crestion and providence. #ill the earth
is mine." The earth is the Lord's and the fulness thereof."

There is a difference between Divine ownership and humsn ownership. God'!s
ownership is absolute and uvnlimited. Human ownership is limited and alwsys
relative. We would have no ¢lsim whatsoever on enything that we have except
that the right came from God. Man has & righit of private ownership because
God created men to be king of crestion.

II. What Is Forbidden In This (ommandment?

1. ZEobbery. _
The taking of property by force or violence.

2. Theft.
The taking away of anotheris goods without his knowledge or will or consent.
(1) Private theft-~itsking an individual's property without consent.
(2} Public thefi--taking away property belonging to the community.

3. Fravndulent practices.
- (1) Deceptive advertising.
{2) adulterstion of goods,
{3) Concealment of defects.
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(&) Misrepresentation of guality. :
M¥ill it hold color?t Wais long as there is 2 piece of it." The Dbest
fruit is slways placed on top of the basket.

" (5) Short weights and measures.
(6) Selling goods of inferior value.
{7} Meking sdventage of ignorance of others.
{8) Faking adventage of the needy when they sre prostrate ‘and helpless,

a. Demand extortionats interest for use of money.
b. Demand exorbitant -rent for premises.
¢. Ixtravegent prices for commodities.
(9) Refusing fair wages.
- (10} Refusing fair and honest day'!s work,
(11) Contracting debts beyond possibility of peying them.
{12) Incurring debts will not pay.
{13) TUndue delay in payment of debis whexr due.
(14) Borrowing without intention of returning. _
{15) Borrowing and then forgetiing to return them.
Money, utmbreslias, books, etec.

The temptation to steal is widespread. There is the templtation to steal talents,

" time; influence, posseSS1ons, love, repubation, etc. This tempitation often springs

frcm +
1. The sense of necessiity.

2. Iaziness. _ o
Some will not make an honest living by working. They prefer to get it by
scheming and trickery if possible. If net that way. then they want to depend
on charity. '

3. Tast livime.

&, Haste to become rich.

5. lLove of display.

6. living beyond income.

Men rob themselves, rot others and rob God.

¥hat Is Required In This (ommandment?

1. A recognition of God's ownsrship of all things. He is the giver of all good.

2. A reslization that men are but stewards of Codls good gifts.
o metiter whether we have acguired our properiy by labor, inheritsnce or gifts,
we are only stewards. Stewards should be honest. And all must give 2 final
account of our stewardshipy. Therefors, we should use sl1 that we have--talents,
time, influence, intelligence, possessions, love, stc. te further Godis caunse

on earth and to promote Eis glory. We cannot afford to be careless, indifferent
or lazy. o



