THE GREAT EMANCIPATOR

"Thou shalt say untco Pharach, Thus saith the lLord, Israel is my son, even my firstborn:
And I say unto thee, Let my son go, that he may serve me.® Exodus h:22-~23.

God had a people in Egypt. They were His own, the people of His choice. Although they
had been grievously oppressed, and had sunk into ignominious slavery, His interest in
their welfare had in no degree lessened,

While Moses was looking after the sheep in Midian, God appeared to him and called him
to be the deliverer of His people. It was by means of a burning bush, which was not
consumed by the flames, that God revealed Himself to Moses. In that conversation out
of the bush God revealed to Moses that He was not indifferent to the plight in which
the Tsraselites fomnd themselves in Egypt. He also told Hoses that He was about to
deliver the people from their bondage. MNoses must have been thrilled as he listened
4o these words, bul he was more than surprised when God proceeded to say, "Come now
therefore, and I will send thee unto Pharaoch, that thou mayest bring forth My people

the children of Israel out of BEgypt.t

Moses began to remonstrate to God, to make excuses, but 21l to ne avail, for he was
Godis chosen instrument to effect the deliverance of Israel. Our text consists of the
first message which licses was commissioned to give to Pharach.

The Lord's purpcse in sending Moses down into BEgypt was that He might bring the people
out from among the netions and make them separate wnto Himself, that He might give
them an inheritance, even the land which flowed with milk and honey, and that they
might dwell there as wiitnesses of His Covenant and keep His testimony. What dod was
doing toward His pecple Israel He is doing toward His own chosen ones throughout the
world today. From one point of view the object of the gospel is to gather ocut frem
among the nations all peeple whom He hath redeemed mmto Himself to be His peculiar
heritage. The work of rescuing perishing sinners out of the present evil world is as
worthy of God as the work of delivering Israel ocut of Hgypb. The same hand of Jehovah,
glorious in power, which released the sons of Jaccb frem thralldom of Pharaoh, is now
stretched out to ransom us from the dominion of Satan. In the process of bringing oui
these people of God from among the masses God uses. instrumentality. He may employ an
instrument that is apperently as little adapted for the work as Moses felt Himself teo
be. Yet the work is done, and to God belongs the honor of accomplishment. as for
those of us whom He ugses we sre more than content to yield the honor to Him.

life -- Do You Possess It7

God instructed Moses to say te Pharaoh, "Thus saith the lord, Israel is my son, even
my firstborn." Ia these words CGod declared that the Israslites stood in a peculiar
relationship to Himself; they were His sons. They were so by Covenant., In the time
of Abraham, God had chosen the Hebrews to be His own people, and givem them the sign
of circumcision as an outward proof of their relationship to Him. So in this declara-
tion to Pharaoh, God remembers His Covenant with Abrakam and informs Pharach of it.

let it be observed that God did not make a general statement to the effect that all
men are His sons; for instance, He did not say that the Egyptians were such. What He
did say was that the children of Israel were His sons. He could do so because at
that time only Israel was in Covenant relationship with Him. So God reminded FPharaoh
that the people whom he was treating so cruelly were sons of the Lord God. It is
even so today. There are those whom God delights to call His children. There are
still those who stand in Covenant relationship te Him.

In writing to his Calatian converts Paul said, "Ye are all the children of God by
faith in Christ Jesus.Y Galatians 6:26. In writing to certain believers John said,
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"Beloved, now are we the sons of Cod.™ I John 3:2. Now, it is of vital importance

. to observe that these are not general statements applicaible to all men, but limited

dec¢larations which apply only to a certain company of- people, namely, those who have
accepted the Lord Jesus Christ as Saviour.

Thus the New.Testament writers failed to give any recognition whatsoever to the popu=
lar modern doctrine known as "The Universal Fatherhood of God." Indeed, they taught

the very opposite. The Lord Jesus Himself refuted this doctrine when He said to

certain religious leaders: "Ye are of your father the devil." Jokm 8:lh. He clearly
recognized from a spiritnal standpoint mankind was divided inte twoe families. Paul

zlso refuted the doctrine of Universal Fatherhood by speaking of Uehildren of light¥

and ¥children of darkmess." He reminded his converts that before their conversion

they were “children of wrath even as others.® FEphesians 2:3. The Aposile John

refutes it, for he speaks of Yghildren of Cod" and Ychildren of the devil.® I John 3:10.

The New Testament makes it very clear that Just as only a part of mankind were the
children of God in the time of Hoses, orly a part of mankind are children of God today.
Furthermore, the New Testament mekes 1t clear that ne person can claim to be a child

of God as a result of natural birth, or of religious upbringing. Then it may be asked:
flow can a person become a child of God?® John says: “To as many as received him, to
them gave he authority to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on his name.!
Jehn 1:12.° Thus before any one can become the son of Cod he must acecept the Lord Jesus
as Saviour. Yes, God has many children in the world today; they are those who have
recelved Jesus as their Saviour.

Have you received Christ as your Saviour? If not, then won't you do so at this moment
and become a child of God? If you will, you will be the possessor of real life.

Liberty —- Do You Enjoy It?

The message which Moses was commissioned to deliver to Pharaoh alse contained a divine
command, for it goes on to say, "Iet my son go." Here God demands the liberation of
His people. ' '

The Israelites had been deprived of their liberty. and were-in bondage. At that time
they were in a very sordid condiiion. They were abandroflslaves;ibrought down to the
lowest conditions They were so spiritless that they submitted to any exaction of the
tyrant. They had lost the very thought of liberty. What a sad plight! They were
children of God, but they were in bondage. UHowever, in this message God demands their
emancipation,

What a lesson.for us! We may be the children of God and yet be in bondage. Many
Christians are in that sad condition today. But God desires His children to be free.

Glancing at the scene in ﬁgvpu, we observe that Israel, as the people of God, have
life, but they have no liberty. And yet God desires that they should be free, so He
demends, Y"let my son go." God wants His own to have liberty. ,

Fellow Christians, as a child of God you have life. Praise Cod for it! But I want to
tell you that God wants, you to have liberty also. Are you enjoying it? Or is your
state like that of Tsrael in Egypt, and 1like that of Lasarus when he came out of the
tomb in response to the Lord's call, "lazarus come forth." He came out of the tomb
with 1life but no liberty, for we read, "For he that was dead came forth beund head
and foot with gravesclothes.® God wants us to be a free people —— free from worldli-
ness, the fear of man, the power of sin in our daily lives, and all that binds. God
wants us to be free, and we may be so for "Hhere the spirit of the Lord is, there is
liberty." TWe shall experience this liberty only when we surrender all o our blessed
Lord. WMay we know what it is to be so captivated by our Lord that we shall be free!
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III. Service -~ Do You Render It7
in demanding the emancipation of His people God had a special desire and a definite
purpese. The complete message is recorded in our text which reads, WThus saith the
Lord, Israel is my son, even my firstborn: And I say unto thee, Iet my son go, that he

may serve me.%

+ is interesting to note that because Israel was God's son, His firstborn, FPharaoh
was 1o refrain from oppress: ing His son, and if he did net his own firstborn would be
smitten. As men treat God's chlléren so will CGod treat them. He notes and He will
reward, kindnesses done to His children, and He will avenge their wrongs. Cod's
children mey safely leave the avenging of their wrongs to their heavenly Father,
whose work it is to avenge them. '

Thus God desired His people to be free in order that they might serve Him. They could
not serve Him and serve the Egyptians at the same time. Our Saviour once said, "No 5
man can serve two masters: for either he will hate the one, and love the other; or

else he will hold tc the one and despise the other. You camnot serve God and mammon.®
Before Israel could serve God they had to be liberated from the bondage of Egypt. God
desired His pecple %o be free in order that they might serve Him., His children shonld
serve Him because He is their Father and because of the freedom which He has wrought
for us.

Tet us note the order in this text: ILife -- Liberty -- Service. We may have life
without liberty. This is sadly true of many contemporary Christisns. If that is our
condition,; then we are not enjoying God's best. Ve may have 1ife and liberty also

but without service. If that is our condition, we are not enjoying God's best either.
God desires His people to be free that they may serve Him. Only the liberated Christians
can render effective service for God. The Christian who is not liberated from the

power of sin, or who is entangled in the things of this world, cannot render acceptable
service to God. The divine order is LIFE —— Do you possess it? LIBERTY — Are you en-
Joying it? SERVICE -~ ire you rendering it? :



