FORWARD WITH CHRIST

"And the Iord said unto Moses, Wherefore criest thou untc ¥Me? Speak unto the children of
Israel, that they go forward." Bzodus 14:15.

This simple command takes us to an Iimportant hour in Isrszel's history. FHitherto Tsrael
had been in a place of servitude in Epypt. Henceforth Israel was to move forward to a
place of national existence zrnd independence. The children of Israel were not to remsin
the slaves of Fharaoh, but henceforth to be the servants of God. God called them %o go
forth and realize His plans.

I. An Exciting Story.

Pharaoh had anneunced his ultimatum: "I will not let Israel go." The people were not
very anxious to go. It was only ithrough the persistent urging of Moses that they were
rekindled in hope arnd held Yo a purpose. Under the scourge of Cod, the crown prince
suffered the stroke of death., BZHrcken in spirit, Pharsch granted the children of Israel
a leave of absence, and they started on their £1light from Egypt. The possibility of
thelr deliverance from the unspessksble bendage of Egypt éid something tremendous fer
thelir faith., In the exciting story of their jowrney, I want us to note:

1. Their danger.
After they had jowrneysd for some time, they encamped near the shere of the Red
Sea in order that they might get some rest from the toil and excitement throwgh
which they had just passed, Through the glesming csme sounds which drove terror
irte thelr very souls. They wsre appalled by the word that Pharsoh was memrching
after them with his entire army, Pharsch and the Egyvptisns were in hot pursult
of their fermer slaves.  Un esch side of them were huge rocks and rugged mountelns.
Before them spresd the rolls ing waters of the angry snd impassable gez, They were
utterly surrounded by difflieuiiies.

2. Their dilemma.
¥hat could they do? They knew not which way %o turn. The swiftly approaching enemy
inereased their ferror. The armies were preszsing on behind them, and they had no
mesns of defense., To siand still meswd capture and cepbtivity. Teo go back meant
more slavery. 7o go forward mesnt the Hed Sea snd apparent death by drowning.
It was a terrible moment. They were grestly excited snd wanted to do various things.

3. Their deliverer.
"Wan's extremity was God's coportunity.” Finslly, Moses got them all in order and
did what they had net thousht of 601ng, namely, zppealing te God for help. Even
though it was a seeming impossibility for them %o be delivered, God intervened and
through Moses spoke the words of our text, which assigned to tbem a seemingly impossib!
task,

4o Their duty.
God told them to "Go forward.” The path of God's command led straight into the
sea, To human sight it was the path of folly. In human judgment it could only
lead to feilure. How could they go threugh the ses? Man comld give but one answer:
"Impossible.” And vet, Sod's command said, "Forward.® Tt meant forward to diffi-
culty, to the impossible and into the sea, God's ways ere not man's ways. God's
commands are not man's commands. And God's commends are not lmpossible,

5., Their determination.
In gpite of the fact that it looked like an utter impossibility for them to do as
they had been commended, it was about the only thing they could do. They immediately
determined thet they wouvld do asg they had been commanded, regardless of the results,
So, they proceeded to go forward. A&s they starited into the waters of the Red Ses,
God mlraculously varted the liquid and enabled them to walk through on dry ground.
"By falth they pasaed through the Red Sea as by dry land: which the Egyptians asssay-
ing to do were drowned." ?ebrews 11:29,
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Two sets of men moved forward that day into the sea—the one to deliverance, the
other to defeat. The one moved forward by faith, the other by sight. The one
noved by faith and found a closed way opened, the other moved by sight and found
an open way closed.

6. Their deligsht.
They were delighted bevond expression when they reached the other side of the sea
and realizec that they were safe and their ensmies had been destroyed. The Song
of Mozes was exvresgive of their delight. However, when Moses sang of the Red
Sea experience in the words, "Who is 1ike unio thee, 0 Ilord, among the gods? whe
is like thee, glorious in holiness, fearful in praises, doing wonders?" (Exodus 15:11)
he was not singing of the doings of men, bul of the wonders of God., Difficulty
and danger were turned te deliverance by the fzith of man and the grace of God.

It was forwerd to a future for a new nation. The Red Sea was the dividing line between
a pagst of slavery and a fubure of oppertunity. CGod's commend called Israel to be &
new natien. For centuries the literature of the nations thrilled with the shory of

the Hed Sea experisnce,

It was forward teo a fulure {or = new people, The Bed Sea experience gave the children
of Israel the opportunity of being & new people. The old taskmasters were dead., The
old ceptivity was ended, FHenceforth they were fresd to function as men instead of
slaves,

It was forward to & fwture of 2 pew service. VWhen they went forward at the Red Sea,
they started on a new service of faith. There is compensation in the close places
of life if they bring us to hear God's Word and to trust His promises.

An Excellent Slogen.

Our texi expresses God's will for Israel of the long apgo. It also expresses His will
for us today. "Go forward," "Forward march," "Forward with Christ." “"Forward" is
God's constant injunction Lo His owm. Y6o forward¥ is the Christian's walchword.

The command of Chriest to His church is always, "Porwsrd march! Advance along the
whole linel!l" The law of the Christlan 1ife is advance. The Captain of owr salvation
never orders a retreat. The Ilord never brings His veople or church into pesitions
from which retrest is necessary, or in which advance iz impossible. We may bring
ourselves into such positieons, bult our ILord never leads us into them., There is not
a single imstanece in the Bibls where, while His guidance was being followed, retreat
had to be made,

In proportion as we surrender ocurselves to His gvidance, we may depend on being conducted
forward. Why should the Christisn not go forward? Everything in nature and history
does. Every species of knowledge moves forwerd: invention follewing invention, discovery
following discovery, one man of genius eclipsing another, to be in his tuwrn outshone.
Christian living should be moarked by a constsnt forward march. The advance is to be
maintained in spite of all real or fancied obstacles, TYou say, there are so many
conflicts, Yes, but for what did vou enlist? Wss it never to obey any marching orders?
Did you expect to spend your Jife in pleasant places only? Did youn expect to be carried
to the skies on flowery beds of sase?

What are scme of the things in which we, as Christians, need to go forward? We should
go forward in faith, in knowledge, in fellowehip with Christ, in holy living, in

doing good to others, in lebors for the advaencement of the Ilord's work and in the
missionsry enterprise. It is very importamt that we go forward. We cannot stand still.
We will either go forward or go backward. Iet us ever heed our marching orders: "Co
forward."



