GCD'S PRESENGCE WITH U5
¥ind he said, Ky presence shall go with thee, and I will give thee rest." Exodus 3311k,

There is one class of promises which has zlways had an especially tender appeal to the Lord's
people. It is that large group in which we bhave the assurance of the Divine presence with
us. If there is .one thing more than another whieh the true servanits of Ged have alwsys
longed to be guite sure sbout, it is this very thing, the Divine presence; and God has
‘gracicusly responded in the many assurances given to us in His Word.

How wonderful are these promises of the Divine presence! They constibube one of the most
comforting and edifying studies in the Bible. A mere glance at some of them is enough to
£i1l the desponding heart with fresh courage and gladmess. We discover siill more the
sgxceeding great” riches which we possess in these promises when we ponder them carefully,
examining their terms and considering the circumstances in which they were given.

Az a2 specimen, let us btzke the promise givea to Moses: "My presence shall go with thee,
and I will give thee rest." This promise is a benediction im itself, but it iz when we
take it with its context that its fuller gracicusness and glory bresk wpon ws. However
beantifel 2 jewel may be in itself, its beauity is enhanced by an appropriate setting.
However lovely a full-blown rose may be in isolation, it has ibs loveliest look and fullest
fragrance when it blooms in its mative bower. So it is with this promise.

I. The Setting.

This promise was spoken to Moses in connection with one of the most deplorable incidents
in the wilderness journevings of Israel. God had raised up a deliverer to bring the
people out from the groveling bondage of Egypt into national freedom and blessing in
Canasn. He had accomplished their emancipation. He bed demonstrated His presence

with them by miraculous interventions, preserving, prolfecting and providing in wonderful
ways. They were on their way to Canaan, a land of freedom, rest, plenty and happiness.
Yet now, while Hoses is in the mount receiving the coumandments and the imsbrueblons
regarding the Tabernacle, the people have "turmed aside quickly® to idolatry apmd are
dancing, naked, before the golden calf. MNoses returns o the camp and sees the idol~
worship in preogress. The bables of the law drop from his trembling hands. He geizes
the wretched image, burns it in the fire and then grinds it to powder. But, if the
first sight of Israsl's idolatrous obscenity kindles the anger of Moses, the Thought

of it afterwards dazes him with grief.

This promise was spoken te a dissppointed man, & man in whese 1ife there had suddenly
come o disheartening disillusiomment. The people on wham he had set such high hopes
hzd proved faithless. The wrath of God burned against the stiff-necked idolaters.
Poor Moses! His disappoinbment must have been great beyond our knowing. It was %o
him, at this particnlar time, that the comforiing premise was spoken, "ily presence
shall go with thee, and I will give thee rest.®

im I speaking now to some disappointed Christian? Did you start eut with godly
intentions and high hopes, but experience brought you disillusionmment, denizl, unexpected
turns of frustration and dissppointment with 1life? Is there an incurgble, dull ache

in your heart about the way things have transpired? IF so, this promise is especlally
for you. "y presence shall go with thee, and T will give thee rest.® God delights

%0 dwell with the dissppoinied that their sense of disappointment msy be swallowed up

in the soper~gbounding compensation of His heart-satisfying and rest-bringing sympathy
and friendship. Disconsolate heart, seek the face of the sympathetic heavenly Fether.
He is wanting to be so real to you that disappointment shall be transfermed inbo

trimmph by His realized presence.
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When one of God's ministers, Henry F. Lybte, found there was no hope of his recovery
from tuberculesis, he went into his study, looked death straicht in the face and sab
down %o write the brave and beautiful words:

71 fear no foe with Thee at hand to bless;

Ills have no weight, and tears no bibterness;
Where is death's sting? Where grave thy vicbory?
I triuvsph still, if THOU abide with me.®

e, too, may triwmph still because God has said, "My presence shall go with thee, and
T will give thee rest.t

This promise was spoken to 2 discouraged man. Noses was a man whose great work for

God seemed to be falling to pleces. How deeply discouraged he must have been! HNot _
only had the people proved utberly undependable and perverted, three thousand Israelites
Tallen by the swords of their own brothers and the "habernacle" been removed from the
corrupted camp, bub Cod Himself had indicated the withdrawal of His personal presence
from the people. True, God had said that an engel shall lead the host, but an angel's
presence without God Himself meant and mesns mere guidance without fellowship.

In T even now speaking to some discouraged Christian? Have you been seeking for

fuller spiritwal life and victory, bul somehow it has not come, and ingtead a recoil

of depression has come over you? Discouraged ehild of God, this promise is especially
for you, "Hy presence shall go with thee, and I will give thee rest.! Ave you locking

to God to fulfil this promise to you, or are you doubtimg His tenderness and faithfulness?
He loves you dearly. He bought you for Himself at the infinite cost of Calvary. He

is really with you, and He wanis to make His presence a2 living and bright resality in

your experience. In the realization of His presence lies the secret of unfailing courage.

This promise was sgpoken to 2 very diffident man, a man bending beneath the weight of

2 great responsibility, feeling thal his burden was more than he could bear and
apprehensive gbout the fubture., Did ever a man carry 2 heavier bturden then Hoses? Is
it surprising that azbove 21l else he longed for the assurance of the Divine presence
with hin? Going with the sense of responsibility there would likely be a sense of
loneliness also. ¥hen CGod calls a man for special leadership and responsibility or
for some deeper experience with Himself, it 2iwzys means a certain loneliness. Loneliness
has bheen a dreaded ordeal with nany servants of God =md has made then leng for the
compensabing conscionsness of the Lord's presence with them. To 211 who bear heavy
burdens and to 21l who are lonely because of their attachment to the Lord Jesus, this
promise comes with its heavenly cheer, 'y presence shall go with thee, and I will give

thee rest,”

The Statement.

The first word in this precicus promise is the pronoun Fiy." BRecognizing the emphasis
on the pronoun here, the Septuagint Version tranmslates i%, ¥I Myself." That priceless
Hiiy" pledges to us the side-by-side, step-by-step, heart-to-heart fellowship of Ged
Himeelf through 21l the way.

"Tzke from me anybhing Thouw wili,
But go not Thou away;

ind let the storm bhat does Thy will
Deal with me as it may.?

Lock at the next word in the pronise. Uy presence shall go with thee." This meant
far more than infsliible superinbendence from & distant beaven., It meant the close
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companionship of One Who was cnough to meet all of Moses' need for guldance and sustenance
and strength. All sense of loneliness should be lost in the abiding presence of Une
Who is at the szme time sbsolubely almighty and infinitely sympathetic.

Transiabed liberally, the text reads, "My face shall go with thee.? How richly expressivel
+ bespeaks intimacy of fellowship. He was to converse face Lo face and eye to eye

with One %ho was strong enough to meel all of his demands for guldance and sirength.

What inspiration this must have meant for Nosesi What inspiratien it brings to usi

Well m2y the trume Christian sing,

"Ch, the pure delight of a single hour
#nich before Thy threne I spend,

When I kneel in prayer, and with Thee, my God,
I commme as friend with friendi®

"y face shall go with thee." Besides suggesting clese fellowship, this expression
speaks of radiance. There can be no darimess in that life where regular communion

with God keeps the soul bathed im the glory-light of the Divine smile. ¥"The Lord bless
thee, and keep thee: The Lord make his face shine upon thee, 2nd be gracious unto

thee: The Lowrd 1ift wp his countenance upen thee, and give thee peace® (Numbers 6:211-26).

4] have seen the face of Jesus,
Tell me nobt of amght beside,

I have seen the face of Jesus,
And my soul is satisfied.®

Wiy face shall go with thee.” Here, too, is the thought of the Divine approval and
goodwill toward us. The face expresses the heart., Disapproval is often indicated by
the turning awey of the fazee. God's promise, YNy face shall go with thee," indicales
His graciouns favor. The Divine favor is ever beanming upon the true Christian through
the face of Jesus Christ.

Look at the certainty of the promise, It says, My presence shall go with thee."

God means that beyond a doubt He will be with sach of us right through to the end. If
God be with us, even death is dissrmed of a1l dread. On his deathbed John Wesley
exclaimed, "The best of 21l is GOD IS WITH UsI#

AThe goul that on Jesus has leaned for repesse,

He will not, He will not desert to its foesy

That scul, though all hell should endeavour to shake,
He'll never, no never, no NEVER forsake!

He'll never, no never, no HEVER forsakel®

How comforting is the second clangse of the promise! 91 will give thee rest.® There

are two kinds of rest. Ome is rest after toll, the iying domn of the weary at the end

of the march. The other is rest in toll, the inbternal and deep repose and Lliberty of

a spirit which has found z hidden refuge and retreat where feeling is calm and disengaged -
while the march, the battle and the clinmb are s%ill in full course. It was this latter
kind of yest which wag promised to Hoses, not rest affer but rest in toil. This is

the kind of rest that we need. God's presence gives rest from doubks, fears, anxiebies,
dangers, ifolls, weariness and affiictioms.

God's presence with us is the highest blessing. Hothing else can be compared with it. It
enriches all other hlessings. It makes earthly blessings truly worth having. They are not
the same to us without it as they are with it. Every hour we need the protecting presence

of our Lord.
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"I need Thy vresence every passing hour;

What but Thy grace can foil the tempteris power?
Who like Thyself my guide and stay can be? -
Through cloud and sunshine, O abide with me.”

This wondrous consclousness of God's presence is meant for every believer in Christ. It
is in no sense the exclusive portion of 2 privileged class. God does not deal with us
in that way. Let us practice the presence of God and then our pathways will he illumined
with a Divine light which will burn ever more brightly unto the perfect day of heaven.



