I.

"FOR SUCH 4 TIME AS THIS®

®ind who knoweth whether thou art come to the kingdem for such a time as this.®
Esther ls1h. '

God called to Esther through Mordecai. At first she faltered, made sxcuse, and said,

"I have not been called to come ian unto the king these thirty days." Mordecai replied,
"ind who knoweth whether thou ari come to the kingdom for such a time as this.® He
wanted to impress Esther with 2 due sense of her responsibility. She was not an ordinary
individual, but a queen; she was allied t0 a man who swayed the destinies of nations;

her position invested her with boundless power for good or evil. The time had come

when she must either act im a manner becoming her resources, must use the opportunities.
at her dispesal to save her people, or incumr the guilt of neglecting her duty at the
most momentous crisis.

It was a time of great crisis and trial for the people of Israel. It was a time that
tested the sincerity of the affection of Esther for Mordecai, as well as it tested the
sincerity of her love for her nation., It was a time that displayed her trust in God.
In spite of the danger of the undertaking and the disagreeableness of the task, she
accepted the duty, not knowing what the conseguences might be. Thus, in her case,
possibility became responsibility, and opportunity became obligation. And frem it
there arose a halo of challenge and romsnce because of the uneertainty and possibility
ef the situation.

Yiho knows?® Thus we have the challenge of the uncertain and the lure of the wnknown.
Who knows? . These are words of mysterious suggestion and magic leading. These are
especially the words of youth and for youth. Who knows what possibilities are hidden
in your young lives?

God's challenge to His people today is compelling and irresistible. Men have challenged
men; institutiens have challenged institutions; nations have challenged nmations; but
earih's loudest, clearest, and most clarien challenge is God's challenge to His people.

The Challenge.

1. He Challenges Through His Word.
His Word is the most vital, esgential, fundamental, needed, and longed-for message
in the wniverse. Warriors have sent out messages burning with patriotism; states-
men have spoken messages vital to the progress and best interests of their rationg
orators have soared om eagles' wings; but none of these have the compulsion, magnetism,
and imperativeness that God's Word has. His words are alive; they pulsate, throb,
burn, and compel attentien.

2. He Challenges Through His Works. .
Man has been very busy in the werld. . He has wrought great and marvelous things. He
has spanned the oceans, belted the earth, ribboned the nations with railroads and
highways, annihilated distance, harnessed the air waves, bridled the lightning, and
eaused nature to serve him in a thousand ways., PBut his achievemenis are as a mole-
hill by the side of a mountain when compared to the works of God. God came in the
person of His Som to this cold, cruel, mocking, scoffing world. He went up and down
the land performing miracles and saving the lost. He worked and walked, talked and
taught, prayed and preached, cried and died for a world that was lost. His works
challenge. '

3. He Challenges Through His Wounds.
“ge is despised and rejected of men3 a ian of sorrows, and acquainted with grief.t
"He was wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised for our iniguities; the
chastisement of our peace was upon Him; and with His stripes we are healéd.“ His
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wounds constitute a trumpet-tongued challenge’fer each of us. God help us to tell
the story of His wounds, for this is what the world needs.

IT. The Call.

1. For Courage. :
It is notgalways easy to answer and to obey Cod's cha}lenge. %? was not easy for
Esther. She had to fan the furnace of her courage. When she did so, she_d§clared,
Hand so will I go in unto the king, Wwhich is not according to the lawy and if I perish,

- T perish.® She was transformed from s wavering, hesitating, haltiag,.fearful? ke~
warn child of God into a bold, fearless, gealous, cOUrageous, conquering he?01ne.
That courage she manifested in comparison with the easy-golng, pleasurewlav1ng manner

_of life. Courage is needed today. Anyone may be willing to follow so long as the
heavens are calm and the pathway is smeoth, but the real test ecomes when the storm
breaks and the pathway winds uwp 2 rugged mountainside.

2. For Character. o ]
° -Character weighs more than heredity, education, money, or position. God is calling

for men and women with charseter. He places far more emphasis on being than on

doing, HMarshall Field bwillt up his great business on characier. He was a poor farmer
boy, who started in & small business, which became the greaitest mercantile business

in the world. When he bepan, he did so with character, but no eapital. It was his
smbition to mell goods for the smallest possible profits. If one of his clerks mis-
led a customer, he was discharged. Customers flocked to his place of business, know-
ing that they would get 2 square deal, for he had character. Cod calls for unguestioned

and irreproachable character.

3. For Compassion.
Jesus, seeing the meltitudes, misled and unled, was filled with compassion. One of
the present-day dangers is the paralysis of compassion. We get s0 accustomed to
horrers, to slaughters, to crippling of men and women, that our peril is that we
ceage to feel these things at s211. The secret of compassion is very simple. It
means suffering with people, TWhatever progress has been made toward a better world
has come through the awakening of cenpassion, It will help us to be compassionate
if we remember that cur only hope is the compassion of God, '

ki For Commmnion.
God calis us to be praying people. - We have as our weapon in the cowbat of life and
in facing the preblems and opportunities of life, prayer. Prayer, which, in the
days of Abraham, held back for a while God's hands from scattering fire over Sodom
and Gomorrah. Prayer, which, in the days of Joshua, reached up and caught held of
the red bit of the sun and stopped it in mid-beaven. Prayer, which, in the days of
Elijah, blew every cloud from the skies. Prayer, which, in the days of Daniel,
wa}ked the earth as a lion-tamer. Prayer, which, in the days of the Apostles, opened
prison bars. Prayer, which, in the days of many adversaries, enabled Paul, when put
iﬁ Jaii, to come out of the prisom with a Jjail door under one arm and a convert uder

€ oLher.

We should be wise encugh to believe that the world needs God more than it needs guns
needs Christ more than it needs cannens, needs the Bible more than it needs bombs ’
needs truth mores than it needs tanks, needs the gospel more than it needs grenade;
a§d needs prayer more than it needs powder. Ve need the kind of praying that Daniél
. did, that shook from stem to stern the Babylonian empire; the kind that Nehemiah dig
when he had rulers running after him with men, zoney, and materials to help rebuild
the walls of Jerusalem; or the kind of prayer thai the widow prayed until the Judge

had to arise from the bench, postpone business for the time being, and attend to her
urgent pleadings, :
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You can pray for any need -~ for lengthened life, as Eezekiah d@d; for he%pg as

Daniel did; for light, 2s Bartimaews did; for mercy, as David did; for rain, as

Elijah éids for a son, z& Hamnnah did; for grace, as Pavl did. You can pray an?where -
in the.déep, like Jonzh: on the sea or s house top, like FPeter; on yvu? bed, liks
Hezekishi on the mountain, like Jesus: in the wilderness, like Hagar: in the street,
like Jasirus: in = cave, like David; om 2 cross, like the dying robber. You can pray
any time — in-the morning, as David did; at noon, as Daniel did; at midnight, as

Paul and Siles did; in childhood, as Seamuvel did; in youith, as Timothy did; in manhood,
as the centuricn did: in sge, as Simecn did; in sicknmess, as Job did; or in death,

as did Jacob and the dying Christ.

For Consecration. ' . )
Esther gave herself whelly to the task. God cannot use those who are not consecrated.

He ecan make 3 marvelous use of all those who are consecrated.

Christ's compassion and love kept his face set like a flint down the road environed
with the horror of false accusations and blocked by a bloody eross. Christ-like
compassion will help us to see that crucifixion is the price of consecration, and
that we bless when we bleed. What hope do we have if, absorbed in the delights of
scholarship, we let the fires go out on evangelistie aliars? VWhat hope do we have

if, a8 citizens of a civilizaticn that makes ice in the tropics, we know not how,

by the cross, to attack frigid comventionalities with holy, spiritval impetuosity?
Or, if, adding telescopes to our eyes and viewing lendscapes millions of niles away,
we get in scientific fog banks and lose sight of Christ? Or, if, adding radios to
our ears, hearing whispers from all corpers of the universe, we have dull, deaf, or
disobedient ears to the volce of Him who ®soundeth forth the trumpet that shall never
call retreat"? Or, if, adding the telegraph to cur fingers, writing around the world,
we are inefficient and blundering in writing the litersture of godliness upon the
fleskly tablets of hwmen hearts. Or, if, adding the airplane to our bodies, {lving
swifter and mounting higher than eagles, we are slow in service to God? Oy if, com-
pr@ssing a Caruso inte a mieroscopic point of a needle, hearing dead men ging, we
fail to sing the white song of purity intoc the seuls of cur youth? '

There are many netable examples of the way in which God has used those who are
consecrated.

4 friend asked Wendell Phillips if he ever dedicated himself to God. He said, "Yes,
when I was a boy of fourteen I heard Lyman Beecher preach on the theme, !'You Belong
to'Ged,' and I went home and prayed, 'O God, I belong te Thee. Take that which is
Thine own.' From that day it has been sc."

4 man said_ta Moody, "Some of these times éod is i ' i
. ; : : going to do marvels with some man
:hotW1ll %et Him have full sway in his life.? Moody prayed, "0 God, let me be
hat man.

A commitiee of the Standard 0i1 Company was in session nearly 2ll night. i =
mittee had_the anthority and respensibility to find a capablg-and,sugtablengz :gm
open a bu51§ess in China. It was agreed that he must be young, educated, and able
to speak Ch}nese. Finally one member said, "I know a man who meets e?er} require—
megt --Ehe is now in the very city where we want him to be located." Another mermber
sa%d, "What salary does he gcet?" "Eight hundred dellars,” was the answer Another
said, "There must be something wrong.® "No, the difficulty is not with him, but
with the pecple who pay him., He is a missionary.® A man was given authorigy'to
crossqthg ocean and of fer him $10,000 and even a larger salary if it was necessar
Thf m1381onary'§eclined the salary of $12,500. The man said, "Well, mame your ﬁwg.
S§Lary.“ %Oh, it is not that. The price is big enough, teo big, %ou offer me a
big salary for a small job. I have a big job on a small salary., I prefer that.!

There you have it. That is devotion to 2 cause; fai s
cration to the Master., ‘ cause; faithfulness to a mission; conse-




I3iT. The Time.

 His é¢hallenge and His call are for today, the day in which we live.

1.

2.

For Such a Test as We Face in These Days. :
Esther was in a time, place, and enviremment that were to test and to reveal what

she was. Her people were imperiled; their lives were in the balances; thﬁir_lives
were in the balances; their future was dark and wcertain. A here or a heroine was
needed. The testing time had come. OShe met the test and saved the heur.

This is the testing time. Christianity is being tested as never befere. ﬂH@w.are
we going to respond? There is no time for supineness, idleness, procrastinatien,
or cowsrdlinees. One test is, Will you use or abuse your opportunity? Ane?her
test is your ability te say "yes" and "no% when to do so may be hard, but right.

Years ago, in a Massachusetts town, someone said to Henry Wilson, "Henry,.you ought
te go to scheol." He replied, "I have no chance." A4 friend said, "Go join the Sons
of Temperance, be sober yourself, and make a man.® He took the advice and? year by
year, grew. In his younp-mophood, he was entrusted with a message to President

" Adams in Washington: President Adams knew that this young man's father was a ter-

rible drunkard; and for this reason, he ireated him with great consideration. He
said, VI desire that you shall meet some of the great men of the mation, and tomorrow
vou shall dine with me and them." When they went te the table, wine was on it.
Adams assayed to drink with Henry. A blush mantled his cheeks; and in a manly way,
he said, "ir. Adams, you will please excuse me, Sir; I have a vow that prevents my
teking wine.¥ Adams put his gless on the teble and sald, “There will be no wine
drunk at this table today." Every glass wag pushed to the center of the table.
Henry might have said, "I cannot set the customs for these mem.® Instead he said,
®1 do not propose to let the customs of the great destroy my vow." He said "ne® so
loud that the Senate, Congress, the press, and the world heard it; and later he be-
came Vice~President. How admirable, stalwart, and grand are the young and ¢ld who
can stand in the face of wrong practieces and customs and say, "No.!

For Such a Task as We Face in These Days. '

God challenges us to match the opportunities that He has spread out before us. He
has wonderfully blessed America-- He has piled up the mountains, rolled out the
plains, dug the channels for the rivers, imbedded her oceans, planted irees, en-
twined vines, scattered flowers, and mede the land the spiritual Geshen of the
world. We dare not fail now. Our task is to win lost souls to Christ and teach
and train them for Him. In spite of difficulties, disappeintments, and discourage-
ments, we are making progress. More people are being won to Christ and church
membership and Christian service than ever before.




