WHY NOT LIVE NOW?
"And as thy days, so shall thy strength be,% Deutercnomy 33:235.

Most of us plan to settle down teo life and live with a purpose when we
find the time, We think we are going to begin o live when we finish
school, when we get married, when our children grow up, when we have a
larger house, when we retire and have time to do all the things we have
dreamed about doing. We are like a friend who is a Ytraveling salesman.®?
He and his wife live out of their suitcases and in hotels or motels wher-
ever they happen to be., They usuglly de not completely unpack fer they
will be going on in a few days. They plan for the day when they can stay
in one place and really begin to live. Most of us who do not have to
travel in our work are like this couple.  We will Munpack® after a while;
meanwhile, wetve not rezlly started to live. One wonders why we should
not live now.

Parents frequently delay the realization of the dreams of youngsters by
saying: "You can drive the car when you are sixteen, When you're grown
up vou can do that., You can go where you please., You can stay out late
at night, There are a lot of things vou can do when you are older.® So
the ideal and ambition of the youngster is te get through with this stayge
as quickly as possible and be a "grown-up.”

Then we go away to college and are constantly told when we want to read
some books that we have selected for ourselves that they mast wait until
after graduation, The books the professors assign all seem so dull and
uninteresting. So we say, "When I finish college, I am going to read
what I want to read.? But we never seem to get around to this reading
after we get out of college., Or;, "I'm going to travel when I get out of
eollege.® Or maybe we say, "When I get married and have my home, I'm
really geoing to live.” But it is always in the future -- not now. Why
is it that we do not unpack our suitcases and begin to be at home in the
world?

What we do not have always looks so very attractive. The days gone by --
they were such happy, carefree days, especially if they are Far enough in
the past. The days ahead, too, are going to be so wonderful, That is the
outlook which was reflected in the history of the Hebrew people. For a
short pericd of a hundred years there was a united kingdom. It was only
during that era that there was any greatness to the political 1ife of the
Jewish people. Thereafter, they looked back to the gloriocus when they
were a free and united people and ahead to the wenderful days that were
going to be some day when the Davidic kingdom was restored. They never
found much significance to the present.

The work we do now seems so dull, monotonous and routine. An interesting
story was told about President Eliot of Harvard University. He is the man
who selected the five-foot shelf of Harvard Classics to educate people who
couldn'®t go to college by using fifteen minutes of their time each day in
communion with great minds through boecks that have stood the test of time.
People often said to Dr. Eliot, "Your work is so interesting; it is not
dill and monotonous like being a carpenter or a plumber, a salesman or a
banker.® He would reply, "As a matter of Tact, my work geits to be just
as routine as anybody elsets. The only difference is I'm so in love with
it and so interested in everything I do that I keep myself alive.” The
work we do is seldom the work we want to do. We want to do something more
exciting. Whatever we do not have seems so very, very attractive.



- 2 -

The same is true of a vacation. A vacation is such a wonderful thing when
yvou look forward to it, but not too much fun when you are on it. Youlre
always glad to be back home when youtre through with it. And if vou are
on a permanent vacation, life is very miserable indeed,

Whatever we do not have seems to he the most agtitractive thing we could
possibly possess. Some of you may think that, if you had another companion,
things would be different. Well, mavbhe so, maybe notl That might depend
on hew much you changed., Others of you may think, if I could just live
where the outlook of people was different from what it is here, how wonder—
ful it would be.

Each stage of life offers tremendous possibilities for enjoyment, growth,
learning and service. Live in the present stage and then be able to
forget it without any regret, looking forward to the next stage for which
to some extent the present one is a preparatien.

Childhood, when welve left it far enough behind, scems to be a periocd when
individuals are carefree and happy. We remember it as a time when we had
few regponsibilities, Children often feel insecure, They crave affection
but do not always get it. Some parents think that they have dome all

that is necessary if they provide for the material welfare of their
children, send them to schoeol, to summer camps, and provide someocne to
take care of them. Children need more thar that. Children need love,
attention, affection and instruction from mother and father.

it is easy to believe we were happier in the past than we were, and that
we are going to be happier im the future than we are now, for we are en-
dowed with imagination and memory. Memory is very kind: it tends to hlot
out most of the unpleasant things and helps us to remember only how much
fun.and joy we had in the past. And imagination may play a trick upon us
and cause us to believe that the future will be carefree, regardless of
what the present is. When the future becomes the present, it is usually
just as commonplace as the present, and it will be unless somethin
happens inside of us to make it different, '

How tragic not to live now, whatever stage of life "now" is! The wondrous
truth about the way of life that Christ taught and exemplified ie that being
a Christian not only prepares one to die, but eanips one to live here and
now, as well as hereafter. Frequently one says, "If I had my life to live
over, 1 wonld do thus and so." Then follows some well-intentioned but un-
trmthful declaration that gll sorts of circumstances would be different.

¥No one has his life to live over. It is a one-way street for all,

Most of us think that we are going to begin really living when we can
find the time. We know we ought to live now, but we just cannot find the
time to do all the things we know we want to do, or ought to do.

Why not "unpack® and live now? Not live just for the moment, of course,
because then life would lose its purpose and direction. Live with a thought
te the future, but do not defer living, Develop interests that will serve

as security against disintegrition whén weé really come to the point where

we need them. Parents know that their children are going to grow up. They
should not want to keep them small and dependent forever, The tragedy is
that some parents try to do just that. They build their lives so completely
into the lives of their children that they are unwilling to turn the children
loose, They are not willing to let their children grow up, stand on their
own feei, and make their own choices,

The purpose of life is to live it dim all of its richness and fulness. Life
can be lived in such a way that the heart is filled with wonder at the
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possibilities wrapped up in it. The tragedy is that we may exist through
years and never discover the meaning of life, never know the joy of loving
people, sharing their problems and sorrows; and leaving the world a little
better because we journeyed through it., We can drift through life, or we
can live it all our days, Life is the goal, not just a means to something

else.

1Life is a journey in which everyday experiences, relationships and oppor-
tunities are prized for themselves. The sources of happiness, joy and
satisfaction in life lie close at hand, not off somewhere else, We find
them every day along life's journey or our eyes will be blinded to then
forever.

There is the joy of friendship. We cannot have many intimate friends in
life, but even a few friends can make life worth while when cotherwise the
Jjourney would become routine, and we would lose interest in it. A friend
does not have to say much, he does not have to do much. He must be there
at those times when we need the encouragement of somebody'!s presence or
when we are strongly tempted to turm our backs on what we know is right.
At such times a friend may merely put his hand on our shoulder and we
cannot let him down,

Live today. Stop living in the past. Many of us have never learned how

. to forget those things which are behind, Mulling over the mistakes of
yesterday paralyzes the efforis of today. Some of us need to give our~
selves a good talking-to along this line, and say quite bliuntly te our-
selves, "The past is gone -~ utterly and irretrievably goue.® It is now
completely beyond your control. In the closing scene of Shakespearefs
THE TEMPEST, Prosperc says to Alenzo: "Let us not burden our remembrances
with a heaviness that's gone." That is excellent advice, and increasingly
we must learn to heed it.

If you are really going to live now, you must stop living in the future.
Dont't expend your resources of body, mind and spirit bearing tomorrow's
burdens in advance, and solving tomorrow's problems before they arise. The
way to live is just a day at a time, Leave tomorrow with God unitil it
comes., No strength is given today for tomorrow; tomerrow will bring the
strength for the day, and the day after will bring the strength for that
day. "As thy days, so shall thy strength be.” Each day we are given
spiritual manna safficient for that day's needs; no more and no less.

Christ said, "But whosoever drinketh of the water that I shall give him
shall never thirst; but the water that I shall give him shall be in him a
well of water springing up into everlasting life® (John 4:14). Therefore,
let us continue to look to the Lord each day for the strength which we

need. FPower is not one of those things we can store up. Power comes into
our lives only as we use it; it flows in and Tlows out, If it is not used,
our lives become like the Jordan River --- endimg in a Dead Sea, We must
seek power to live victoriocusly now, "not for tomorrow and its needs® but
Just for the day., Live like God wants you to live teday. Den't worry

about tomorrow or next month, but live today, Remember the words of Carlyle,
“Our main business is not to see what lies dimly at a distance, bui to do
what lies clearly at hand." Live now., If you will cultivate and develop
the habit of living a day at a time, you will find that God will give you
the strength to do what you know you ocught to do for twenty-four hours. More
than that, none of us has any right to seek.

The decisive matter is not that God has given some of us ten talents and
others five and still others cne., Many people with ten talents have done
very little with them. The man who has one talent and learns how to release
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the power and possibilities that come inte his life through that talent is
the man who deserves admiration and commendation.

Btart living now. If you are geing to have any future happiness, it will
e because vou have learned to be joyful now, That is the wisdom expressed
in the familiar ®Salutation of the Dawn® from the Sanskrit:

"Look to this day, for it is 1life, the very 1life of life. In its
brief course lie 311 the verities and realities of your existencs;
the bliss of growth, the glory of action, the splendor of beauty.
For vesterday is but a dream, and tomorrow is only a vision; but
today, well lived, makes every yvesterday a dream of happiness and
every tomorrew a vision of hope. Look well, therefere, to this
dayv! Such is the salutation of the dawn,®



