A VICTORIOUS LIFE

"But Daniel purposed in his heart that he would not defile himself with the portion of
the king's meat, nor with the wine which he drank: therefore he requested of the prince
of the eunuchs that he might not defile himself." Daniel 1:8.

When we read the biographj of Daniel we discover that the story of his 1ife is one of the
grandest on record. Through thousands of years of history his neme blagzes like the sun
in mid-heaven, Many yet unborn will behold him from sfar towering high among the highest
of men.

Daniel was a Jew, We know nothing of his parente, but judging from his. character as a
lad, ‘he must have been nurtured in a God-fearing home. When just a lad, perhaps

about fourteen years of age, he was taken captive and cerried to Babylon. He was then
in a strange country and had to make his own way.

The king isesued an order to the effect that blameless youths, who were both skilful and
wise, should be selected to take the honored place of students at the Royal College. A
three-year ccurse was offered, during which the language of the Chaldeans was to be learned.
The Chaldeans were the politicians, philosophers, theologians and teachers of the nation.
What an opportunity for a young men like Daniel, who was both bright and hopeful! From
that hour to the end of his life Daniel lived a victorious spiritual. life. Concerning

his victorious life I should like to mention seven things. '

I. Tis Purpose.

Daniel was not responsible for his captivity. Neither wes it due to any sin on his
part. He could not help being in captivity, but, at the very begimning of his
captlvity, he purposed in his heart that nothing would hinder God's glory through
bis life. He preferred death rather than permit his testimony for God to be marrved
by anything guestionable or sinful, Daniel was possessed and controlled by a noble
and boly purpose. It was not a purpese of the intellect and mind, but he “purpesed
in his heart." "Daniel purposed in his heart that he would not defile himself."

Daniel 1:8.
IT, Tte Purity.

Darius, the king, appointed ome lumdred twenbty men as princes over his whole kingdom.
Over these princes he set im authority three presidents, and over the entire group
Daniel was placed, Before he elevated these presidents to the positions which he
wished them to £ill, the king wanted them to be prepared physically, mentally and
socially, so he placed them in the care of an eunuch and instructed him to feed

them vwith food from the king's table. "Bub Daniel purposed in his heart that he
would not defile himself with the portion of the king's meat, nor with the wine

which he drank: -therefore he requested of the prince of the eunuchs that he might
not defile himself." Daniel 1:8. Daniel knew that to do so would have been a -
recognition of the idols or gods of the heathen. He had made up his mind that he
would keep himself pure and free from the taint of idolatry. PFurthermore, he and

his companions refused these royal dainties because they did not want to take anything
that would obscure their thinking. They resolved to keep their bodies clean. - :

While Daniel became a highly educated man, he managed to keep his thinking pure.

He was aware that he could not render efficient service if his mind was clouded and
obscured by evil thoughts. He kept his soul undefiled zlso. He was not a compromising,
shifting, easy-going weakling, who gave way to temptation under the pressure of

trying circwmstances, and then when he had failed execuselhimself saying, "It could

not be helped, T was forced into it." He wasg determined not to allew any fleshly
indulgence to cut the nerve of his spiritual endesvor. It was not an easy thing for

Daniel to teke the stand which he took, but this brave, courageous and heroic young
man refused to turn asi 3 $ s e
51§e from implicit obedience to the ¥Word of God.,
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The first stage of testing in his life was the trial of the flesh. The curtain rises
on a banguet hall in Babylon. There we see him dining with the rich in a city where
the tables grosn with luxuries and when it was fashionable to be dissipsted, But,

he joined the guests without joining in their revelry, he reined himself in, he avoided
all excess, and he went out from the banquet just as sober as when he came. He was
temperate when it was considered "good form" to be intemperate., It reguires a

dering men to say, "I decline to be in fashion; I elect to stand alone." Daniel choss
to do right when it mesnt standing alome, -

"o every men there openeth 2 high way and a low, -
Ang every men decideth which way his soul shall go."

Tts Promectione.

"It pleased Darius to set over the kingdom an hundred and twenty prineces, which should
be over the whole kingdom; And over these three presidents; of whom Daniel was first:
that the princes might give accounts unto them, and the king should have no damage.
Then this Daniel was preferred above the presidents and princes, because an excellent
gpirit was in him; and the king thought teo set him over the whole realm." Daniel 6:1-3.

From exile and slavery Daniel rose to a post of highest influence under a monarch in
the Babylonmizn Empire., This elevation to fame was not by any sudden leap, Threough
the reigns of three succeeding kings his characler was proved to be so fine and
consistent that he came at length to be the virtual ruler of the lend. But, as ke
advanced in power he kept a clear head, a strong hand and a pure heart. He rose
through much testing and tempering. Bach choice that he made pointed the way to
fuller life and broader service. '

L second stage of testing came in the guietness of his study where he faced a resl
problem. The king had experienced a dream and hed summoned the schelars to interpret
it, If they failed in the attempt, they should be put to death. Daniel knew that
upen his success in solving the problem of the king's dresm depended the lives of
his fellows, as well as his owm. Moved with concern for the security of others and
relying upon God, he interpreted the king's dream,

Tts Persecution.

The one hundred twenty princes and the presidents were highly displeased because

Deniel was promoted, The favor of Daniel with the king fomented the seething

jealousies of the presidents and princes. They despised his honest and upright
sdministration. So, they called in the last reserve of their diabolical ingenuity

for plans to get rid of him. They sought to find occasion sgeinst Daniel concerning

the kingdom., After all their secret scrutiny, they failed to find anything questionable.
Their thorough search revealed that he was faithful to all the interests of the

kingdom. o

Naturally, they had to turn elsewhere to find accusaltion against him. "Then said
these men, We shall not find any occasion against this Daniel, except we find 1t
against him concerning the law of his God." Daniel 6:5, What a compliment to
Daniel! What a testimony to his integrity! Whet praise, though they were seeking
censure! What cleanness, though they searched for smut! What honor, though they
sought shame! What straightness, though they hoped to find crookednessi ’

Daniel's enemles went to the king and flattered him by asking him to gign a decree

‘binding all men for thirty days to abstain from worshipping any god, or asking a

petition of any god or man, except the king himgelf. The decree contained the
stipulation that anyone violating it should be cast into the lions' den., In substance
they said to the king, we would not dispense with prayer, but when folks pray for the
next momth, let them pray only to you. And the flattered king yielded and signed the
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decree by whlch these jealous courtiers hoped to bring about the ruin of their hated
superior.

Its Prayerfulneés.

Daniel was unaffected by the decree. Knowing thet when human laws are found to clash
with the divine commands it is right to "obey God rather than men," Daniel meintained
his regular preyer habits, He refused to be swayed by popular opinion, He refused
to be coerced to do wrong, even by a2 king's deecrse, Even though he knew that a
decree had been signed which made it unlawful to pray, he carried on as he had before.

From the center of mighty Babylon, Denielfs heart went out to a 1itile land beyond
the mountains., In his mansion Daniel had windows placed thal enabled him to look
toward Jerusalenm, which was beyond the hills. Living by prineiple instead of policy,
Daniel went into his room, committed himseif to God, and prayed in the freshness of
the dawmn, in the splendor of the noontide, and in the shadows of the everning., He
prayed three times daily, knowing full well that there was s death penalty for 1t
That is religion with the windows open.

While there before those windows, Daniel recalled the days and scenes of his child-
hood before he was carried away to 2 strange and distant land. The memory of those
experiences meant much in the 1life of the busy and burdened man. :

Dsniel showed witter obliviousness to conseguences., Be lived dangerously, but victoriocusly.
He was not careful for his 1ife, bul he was very perticular zbout his conduct. Some-

 one has said, "To be unwilling to bleed is to be incapacitated to bless." Dr, John

Gill, predecessor ito Spurgeon in london, was told by a member of his church that if
he publighed his book, "The Cause of God and Truth," he would lose some of his best
friends and that his inceme would decrease. Dr. G111 replied, "I can afford to be
poor, but I cannot afford to injure my conscience.” In the days when preachers were
put in jail for their convictions things happened, Things happened in Virginia vhen
preachers were jailed for preaching the gospel. Patrick Henry defended one. He held
up the bill of indictment and said something to this effect: "My.client has been put
in jeil--~and for what? Preaching the gospel; presching the gospel! He was put in
jail for preaching the glorious gospel of the Son of God." And his client went free,

Its Protection.

There was but one thought in the minds of all these men who had kept thelr melicicus
eyes on Daniel, and that was to put him eut of the way. So, with triumphent tread
they went to the king and informed him of the violation of his decree. Whern the king
heard it he "was sore displeased with himseif,." So, he went to work to undo what

he had done, but the law was unalterable. '

48 the sun was disanpearing behind the curtains of the night, Deniel was cast into the
Jions'! den and Ya stone was brought and laid upon the mouth of the den.® To his
malicious enemies that closed den meant the end of Daniel's career. But the king went
to his palace drezdfully and depressingly disturbed. He could not sleep. Due to the
setivity of his conscience, all through the night he imegined that he heard the
crunching of bones in the jaws of the lioms. To him his palace was a torfure chamber
that night., Barly next morming he went in haste to the lions' den. To hils surprise
Daniel was alive and unharmed. The king said, "O Daniel, servant of the living God,
is thy God, whom thou servest continually, able to deliver thee f{rom the lions?"
Daniel 6'20. Daniel told him that God had sent His angel and had shut the lions!
mouths so that they had not injured him, and this had been done because of his immocency.

Then the king ordered Daniel released from the den.

Tts Prosperity.

nThen king Derius wrote unto 21l people, mations, and langueges, that dwell in all the
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earth; Peace be multiplied unto you. I mske a decree, That in every dominion of my
klngdomAmen tremble and fear before the God of Daniel: for he is the living God, and
stedfast for ever, and his kingdom that which shall not be destroyed, and his
dominion shall be even unte the end. He delivereth and rescueth, and he worketh
signs and wonders in hesven and in earth, who hath delivered Danlel from the power of
the lions. So this Daniel prospered in the reign of Darius, eand in the reign of
Cyrus the Persian."” Deniel 6:25-28,

In this book of the Bible we see the value of one men. After all the greatest works
have been done by individusls. You are just one., A&nd I am just one. But each one
counts, Each counts as does one link in a chain. You count, just as one letter in
the alphabet counts, Each counts, just as ome shingle in a roof counts. FEach counts,
Just as one brick in the wall does. If just one man, like Daniel, meant so much in
the cause of righteousness in his day, how much more can ve together mean in these
tremendous days of our generation!



