FEIBNDSHIP

A friend is a person who i intimately known, respected, esteeumed, and loved by
ancther. Iriendship is the mutusl attachment of two persons Who are ihus known and
loved. Friendship is of tremendous value. In fact, it is one of the best things in
1ife, because it makes 1life rich and full, bright and joyous, tender and sweet. It
is the greatest boon of human clreumstances. Cicerc spoke the truth when he said,
uTpiendship is the only thing in the world concerning the usefulness of which all
manking are agreed.t

I. The Reality Of Friendship.

From experience we know that friendship is a reality. Hach of us has iriends,
and friendship makes life really worth living. In observing others we have noted
the friendships that exist between them. Then, all histery is full of the praise
of friendshipn. Even the heathen writers made much of it. Socrates, for instance,
said, YAll pecple have their different objects ol ambition —- horses, dogs, money,
honor, as the case may be, but for sy own part I would rather have a good friend
than all these put together.®

When ¥rs. Elizaveth Barrett Browning said to Charles Kingsley, "Tell we the secret
of your life that I may make mine beautiful too," he replied, "I have a frisnd i®
That was the secret ithat made all the difference. Constantiug, the father of
Constantine the CGreat, said, Wiy treasures are my friends.® The study of bio-
sraphy reveals the truthfulness of what Plavtus said, "Hothing is there nore
friendly to 2 man than a friend in need.t®

IT. The Reasons For Friendship.

1. Our need of it.
Every person needs faithful friends. It does not matter in what condition man
is found, whether in riches or in poverty, whether ignorant and rude or civili-
zed and highly educated, be needs the friendship of his fellows, Friendship is
a necessity in our lives.

2. Others need it.
Friendship enables us to share whatever excellencies we may have with others
who rezlize their deficiencies. If others are to be happy, they must have friends
too. One hag said, "A friend in need is a Iriend indeed."

3. The will of God. -
He wants us to be friends and to have friends. A wise observer said in the long
ago, "A man that hath friends must show himgelf friendly.h®

III. The Recipe For Frisndship.

1. Sinceriiye.

Sincerity is essential to the making of friends. Some desirable contacts never
mature into friendships because selfish motives prospted the desire to develop

a friendship. Friendship is to be valued for what there is in it; not for what
can be gobtten out of it. If you will follow the main roads in history, you will
discover that those who had true friends were not so much concerned sbout having
friends as they were with being friends. They were anol watching the receiving
side; they were strong on the giving side.
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2. Friendliness. :
If you want friends, yvou mist be friendly. We must taike time to smile and chat
with people if we are to have friends. The expression one wears on his face is
more important than the clothes he wears on his back. A smile cosis nothing,
but it is invaluvavie. It enriches those who recelve it, without impoverishing
the one whe gives it. It happens in a flash, but the memory of it lasts through-
owt life. Yet it cannotb be boughlt, begged, borrowed, or stolen, for it is some-

thing that is of no value until it is given away.

=

3. Be complimentary.
Tincoln once began a letter by saying, "Bverybody likes & compliment.® William
James said, "The deepest principle in human nature is the craving Lo be appreci-
sted.® Tt is so much better to look for the good and commend it than it is to
search for the bad and cpiticize it.

Lo Like Peopls.
You must like peovle in general if you want fthem to 1ike you. You cannoet conjure
up much of & frisndship with anyone if you do not heve & fond feeling in your
heart for the human spegies. Will Rogers malid, %1 never met & wan whom I could
not like

5« Do things together.

This cements Iriendship more than simost anything else. BEven to play together
makes friends. To eat together makes friends. 8till mors to work together,
strive together, sacrifice together, and suffer together mekes friends who are
inseparable. Doing things together implies the union of hesrts and hands, com-
radeshiy in the common aims of life, mubtual interest and service.

The Rewsards 0f Frisndship.

1. Comfort.
Tz cannot live seif=gentered lives without missing the true glory of life.

2. Counsel.
Taliting with a trusz iriend gives great satisiaciion of mird.
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. Coopradeship.
This is omne of the strongest forces in 1life. It ils 2 great help to us in our
difficulties. Wothing is more delightful than having true friends. One should
make all the friends he can. He will be rich in proportion to¢ the number of
true and faithfvl friends that he has.

We are deeply indebted to Hdgar A. Guest for his delightful poem, entitled,

& FEIEND

A friend is one who stands to share
Your every touch of grief and care.

He comes by chance, but =zitays by choliece,
Your praises he is quick te volce.

Ho grievous fault or passing whim

Can make an eneny of him.

indd though your need be great or small,
His strength is yours thnrowghout it ali.

No matter where your path mey turn,
Your welfare 1s his chilefl concern.
No matter what your drems may be,

He prays your triumph soon to see.
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There is no wish your tongue can tell,
But what it is your friend's as well.
The life of him who has a friend,

Is double~guarded to the end,



